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’’Living  costs  of  city  workers  increased  0.2  percent  last  month, 
the  smallest  monthly  advance  since  February  1941 > n  Secretary  of  Labor 
Perkins  reported  today  (Tuesday). 

’’The  cost  of  goods  and  services  under  OFA  control  on  January 
15  rose  0.3  percent  during  the  month,”  she  said.  The  cost  of  gas,  elec¬ 
tricity  and  Other  services  controlled  by  other  government  agencies  re¬ 
mained  unchanged,  while  prices  of  goods  and  services  not  under  any  form 
of  governmental  control  declined  for  the  first  time  since:-  bay.  The 
decrease  of  0.3  percent  occurred  Largely  because  of  seasonally  lower  fruit 
md  vegetable  prices. 

’’The  slower  rate  of  advance  for  the  month  ending  January  15, 
was  largely  brought  about  by  two  factors.  With  new  crops  from  the  South, 
prices  of  a  number  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  declined  and  the  usual 
January  clearance  sales  of  men’s  and  woman's  heavy  wool  coats  and  men’s 
suits  in  many  stores  throughout  the  country  brought  price  reductions  in 
clothing.  However,  prices  of  coal  went  up  by  2.5  percent,  and  there  wore 
continued  slight  advances  in  prices  of  many  staple  foodstuffs , ” 


The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics’  cost  of  living  index  reflects 
actual  prices  in  retail  stores  where  families  with  moderate  incomes  usu¬ 
ally  trade.  Black  market  operations  or  sales  to  customers  who  pay  bonuses 
for  service  cannot,  however,  be  measured. 

Food  The  family  food  bill  advanced  0.2  percent  from  mid-Dc comber 
to  mid-January,  Among  the  principal  increases  were  higher  price's  for  meat 
which  rose  1.1  percent.  Beef,  veal,  pork  and  Lamb  prices  wont  up  less 
than  1  percent,  while  prices  of  poultry  and  fish,  used  by  many  families 
as  substitutes  for  red  meats,  advanced  3.3  percent  and  2.9  percent  respec¬ 
tively.  Prices  of  fresh  milk  rose  1.4  percent  on  the  average,  with  higher 
prices  for  delivered  milk  in  $  cities  and  higher  store,  prices  in  13.  The 
usual  winter  increases  were  reported  for  cabbage ,  green  beans,  apples, 
sweet  potatoes,  onions,  and  white  potatoes.  Among  the  fresh  vegetables 
not  under  OFA  control,  however,  lettuce  prices  dropped  seasonally  by  over 
6  percent,  while  carrots  and  spinach  moved  down*. /nr  d  centra  sea  sonal3.y  by 
22  and  6  percent.  Prices  of  oranges,  grapefruits,  and  bananas,  all  under 
OPA  control,  declined  seasonally.  Prices  of  fats  and  oils  lose  0.7  per¬ 
cent.  Thrifty  housewives  are  meeting  this  rise  in  part  by  selling  waste 
fats  back  to  their  butchers. 


The  following  table  shows  the  trend  of  food  prices  from  December 
15  to  January  12. 


Group 

ALL  FOODS 

)ds  under  direct  control  Jai 
Controlled  on  May  IS,  1942 


Percentage  Change 


Dec.  15,  3-942  Lay  12,  1942 
to  to 

Jan.  12.  1943  Jan.  12.  1943 


♦  .2 

+  9.4 

ary  12,  1943 

+  .6 

+  7 .4 

+  .6 

♦  1.8 

May  IS,  1942  1/ 

+  .3 

+18.7 

January  12,  1943 

-2.3 

+27.2 

cd  under  control  on 

Kay  IE, 

exempted  from 

control  in  August,  and  new  ceilings  set  in  December. 

On  January  12  the  Bureau* s  index  of  food  costs  stood  33  percent  above 
the  1935-39  average,  9.4  percent  above  May  12,  and  3-4  percent  above  a  year 
ago. 

Fuel,  electricity  and  lee  Costs  of  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  rose  0.9 
percent  over  the  month.  Anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  ceilings  were  re¬ 
vised  upward  by  OPA  to  compensate,  the  retailer  for  the  higher  prices  of 
coal  at  the  mine.  In  addition,  a  Federal  transportation  tax  on  coal  caused 
a  slight  increase.  Fuel  oil  prices  advanced  in  several  cities  as  a  result 
of  expenses  incurred  by  dealers  in  complying  with  the  rationing  program. 

Clot.' ilng  Clothing  prices  remained  unchanged  on  the  average  in  the 
large  cities  of  the  country  between  December  15  and  January  15,  1943. 
January  clearance  sales  of  men’s  and  women's  heavy  woolen  suits  and  coats 
brought  about  the  decreases  in  11  cities.  Elsewhere,  however,  men's  and 
women's  wool  coats  returned  to  ceiling  levels  after  December  sales.  Higher 
prices  for  shoes  and  shoo  repairs  were  also  reported.  Goods  of  the  quality 
previously  priced  were  not  available  in  some  parts  of  the  country  and  cloth¬ 
ing  costs  increased  because  customers  were  obliged  to  buy  goods  in  higher 
price  linos. 


Kouscfurnishlncs  Housefurnisliing  costs  showed  no  change  between 


December  15  and  January  15. 


T-W  v 


the 


mngnai 


where  prices  of  sheets  adv1  - ~ ^ 


v  city  reporting  increased  prices 


for  household  goods, 


ranee  cl, 
while 


declines  in  pric<  s  of  sheets  were  noted  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 


Pittsburgh. 

cities. 


Part-wool  blankets  were 


also  lower  than  in  December  in  several 
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Percentage  Change  in  the  Coat  of  Specified  Articles  of'  Clothing  and 

Wage  Earners  and  Lower -Salaried  Workers 
in  Large  Cities  of  the  United  States 


H ous efurnishings  Purchased  by 


_ __ _ _  _  Percentage  Change  _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Dec.  15,  1942  May  15,  1942  Dec.  15,  1941  Sept.  15,  1939 
Article  to  to  to  to 

_ _ _ _ Jan*  15,-19 £2  JLcju  15,_1942  _Jan*  15, .2942  -Ja*u  15,_2942 


Men’s  Clothings 


Work  trousers,  cotton 

+  0.1 

0 

+  12.3 

+  37.7 

Ov  er a 11s,  c o 1 1 on 

0 

—0 ,8 

+  11.9 

+  47.2 

y  Work  shirts,  cotton 

0 

-0,7 

+  12.7 

+  51.2 

Business  shirts 

-0.2  . 

+  0.4 

+  13.0 

+  27.4 

Street  {Shoes 

+  0.3 

+  0.4 

+  10.3 

+  28.6 

Work  slides 

+  0.4 

0  . 

+  10.4 

+  32.1 

^  Topcoats 

-0.7 

+  0.7 

+  10.8 

+  22.0 

ct  Overcoats 

+  0.5 

1/ 

+  9.4 

+  20.1 

Wool  suits 

-0.7 

-0.9 

+  13.2 

+  30.5 

W omen ’ s  Clothing : 

Fur  trimmed  coats 

-2.7 

2/ 

+  2.2 

+  14.5 

■>  Heavy  plain  coats 

+  0.3 

1/ 

+  5.3 

+  12.7 

t  Wash  dresses  (percale) 

+  0,8 

-1.8 

+  12.9 

+  64.4 

g  'Panties 

-0.1 

-1.1 

+  8.3 

+  24.1 

Shoes 

+0,2 

-0.5 

+  6.3 

+14.1 

House-furnishings : 

Living  room  suites, inexp. 

0 

0 

+  3.0 

+40,8 

Bedroom  suites,  medium 

0 

-0.3 

+  2.0 

+24.4 

^  Rugs,  Axminster 

0 

-0.2 

+  3.9 

+23.9 

^  Sheets,  '64  x  64 

-0.9 

—1 , 4 

+12.3 

+52.2 

Blankets',  wool 

0 

1/ 

+  7.9 

+23.6 

l/  Data  for  May  not  available. 


Mis c c llanc  ous  goods 
percent.  Higher  charges 
Detroit,  Houston,  San  F 


and  services  Miscellaneous  goods  and 
for  medical  services  were  reported  in 
rancisco  and  Seattle.  Newspaper  rates 


Chicago,  Cincinnati,  and  Philadelphia, 


services 

Chicago, 

advanced 


rose  0.3 
Cleveland, 
in  Buffalo, 


The  relative  importance 
in  computing  -the ■ index,  was 
the  lowered  value  of  ration 


of 


gasoline  in  cities  on  the  Eastern  Seaboard,  as  used 


reduced  to 
coupons 


and 


allow  for  decreased  consumption  caused  by 
the  ban  on  pleasure  driving. 


■cuts  Rents  were  not  surveyed  in  January,  as  a 


n 


economy  measure 


Since  last 


Sept  crab-  r  when  rent  control  had  become  established  in  most  large  cities,  rent* 


have  varied  little  from  month 
monthly  cost  of  living  index. 
March. 


to  month  in  the  21  cities  covered  in  the  Bureau’s 
The  Bureau’s  regular  survey  of  rents  will  be  made 


in 


Table  1.  PERCENT  OF  CHANGE  IN  THE  COST  OF  ALL  GOODS  PURCHASED  BY  WAGE  EARNERS 
AND  LOWER-SALARIED  WORKERS  IN  LARGE  CITIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
'  •  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES 


*  *  *  * 

_  Percent  of  Change _ _  _ _ 

....  ■  '  -  ’■ 

January  15, 

1942  December  15,  1940 

Area. and  City 

to 

to 

mnamrm  .»iuf  •■*  CM  •  — « 

_  „  January.  15. 

Average:  Large  Cities 

+7.7 

+19.8 

New  Engl and : 

a  Boston 

+b,G 

+20.0 

Middle  Atlantic:  . 

1 

Buffalo  -  ; 

+8.5 

+22.7 

i  New  York 

+8,6 

.  <  +13.7 

■  f Philadelphia 

+8.2 

.  -  +20.8 

t Pittsburgh 

East  North  Central: 

‘  +7.7 

+  19.4 

Chicago 

+6.8 

+  18.4 

Cincinnati 

+7.2 

+  20.3 

Cleveland  » 

+7.3 

.  •*  +20.7 

Detroit 

+5.7 

,  "  +19.9 

West  North  Central: 

/ 

... 

•  Kansas  City 

‘  +7.3 

+  19.5 

Minneapolis 

J  +6.3 

+  16.4 

St.  Louis 

+6.7 

+  18.1 

South  Atlantic: 

Baltimore 

1  +7.6 

+  22.0 

Savannah 

+  8  .  6 

+  23.4 

Washington,  D.  C.- 

+7.5 

+  19.& 

East  South  Central:* 

* 

•  •  ■  *  ••• 

Birmingham  ..  ...  . 

+5,3 

+  18.9 

'West  South  Central: 

Houston 

Mountain: 

+6.2 

+  16.9 

Denver 

+  7.5 

+  19.4 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

+  8.9 

+  20.9 

San  Francisco 

+9.3 

+  22.5 

Seattle 

+7.7 

+  23.2 

Table  2*  Percent  ox  Change 

between  ! 

DECEMB 

ER  15*  1942 

and  JANUARY 

15,  1943 

in  the  Cost  of  Coo 

»ds  •  Purcl  i: 

ised  b 

y  Wage  Earners  and  Lower -Salaried 

Workers  in  Large 

Cities  of  the 

United  States  by  Groups 

« •  _  + 

of  Items 

— - - - - 

—  — -  — — 

— - - 

Fuel, 

House - 

Mis- 

Area  and  City 

All 

electricity 

furnish- 

colla- 

—•  ~~  ■ - —  - - - - - 

Items. 

_  ._r. . 

Jood 

2/ 

CIq things 

1/ 

and  ice 

u 

_ in^s  .... 

l! 

.  nepu S 

Average:  Large  Cities 

+0.2 

0.2 

0 

+  0.9 

0 

+  0.3 

New  England 

Boston 

0 

-0,2 

•-1.1  * 

+  1.6 

0 

0 

Middle  Atlantic 

Buffalo 

+  1.0 

+  1.0 

-0.3 

+  1.4 

0 

+  1  •  1 

New  York 

+  0.4 

+0.6 

+  0.3 

+1.4 

-0.2 

+  0,4 

Philadelphia 

0 

-0.2 

-0.1 

+  1.4 

-0.1 

+  0.1 

'  Pittsburgh 

East  North  Central 

+  0,6. 

+  1,4 

-0.1 

+0.2 

—0 . 2 

+0.1 

Chicago  . 

+  0J. 

0 

-0.4 

+0.S 

0 

+0.4 

Cincinnati 

-0,2 

-0.4 

.  0 

+0.3 

0 

+0.1 

Cleveland 

+  0,2 

-0.1 

+  0.6 

+0.7 

0 

+0.3 

’ Detroit 

West  North  Central 

-0.3  • 

-1.4 

+  0.5- 

+0.2 

0 

+0.7' 

Kansas  City 

+  0.1 

+0.1 

-0.2 

+1.0 

0 

c 

Minneapolis 

-0.2 

-C  .6 

+0.1 

+0 . 8 

0 

0 

' St  Louis  •  • 

South  Atlantic 

-0.4 

-1,0 

-0.4 

+0.1 

0 

0 

Baltimore 

+0,7- 

+1.3 

0 

+1.2 

0 

+0.1' 

Savannah 

+0.9 

+1,6 

0 

+2,6 

0 

0 

’  Washington,  D,  C,  . 

East  South  Central 

+0.3 

+0.9 

-0,1 

+1.9- 

-0.1 

0 

•  Birmingham 

+0.3 

+0.9 

-0.1 

+0.1 

+  0.2 

0 

West  South  Central 
*  Houston 

Mounta in 

0 

+  0.3 

.  -0,9 -  . 

+0,2 

0 

+  0.1 

Denver 

Pa c ix ic 

+  0,1 

+  0.2 

+0.1 

+  0.2 

0 

+  0.1 

Los  Angeles 

-0 , 2 

-1.0 

+  0,6  ■ 

0 

0 

+  0.3 

San  Francisco 

+0.4 

+  0.9 

+  0  •  2 

0 

0 

+0.1 

ocattl e 

+0.1 5/ 

-0.1 

-0.1 

0 

0 

+  0.5  5/ 

l/  Rents  not  surveyed  in  January.  See  text  of  report. 
2/  Based  pn  data  for  51  cities, 

j/  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 

4/  Based  on  data  for  34  cities. 


Indexes  for 

1  Seat 

tie  r 

’e  vised 

• 

« 

Oct.  15, 

1942 

All 

items 

124.0 5 

I  ii  s  c  e  11a  n  e  ous 

118.3 

Nov.  15, 

1942 

All 

items 

124.7; 

Miscellaneous 

118.  a 

Dec.  15, 

1942 

All 

items 

125,6; 

Miscellaneous 

119.2 

Table  .3 


Indexes  of  the  Cost  of  Goods  Purchased  by  Wage  Earners  and  Lower -Salaried 
Workers  in  Large  Cities  of  the  United  States  by  Groups  of  Items, 

January  15,  1943 
(Average  1935-39  “  100) 


All 

Cloth¬ 

Fuel, 

House- 

Mis¬ 

Area  and  City 

Items 

Food 

ing 

electricity 

furnish¬ 

cella¬ 

. 

and  ice 

ings 

neous 

Average:  Large  Cities 

‘120.6-/ 

2/ 

133.  cr 

125. 9^ 

’  ~~  4/ 

107.3 

3/ 

123.  rr 

113.1^ 

Hew  England : 

Boston 

US.  9 

130.5 

121’.  5 

xJ.  0  •  S> 

116.2 

111.1 

Middle  Atlantic : 

Buffalo 

124 .  8 

137.9 

126.5 

105.0 

125.0 

120.1 

New  York 

119.0 

133.1 

126.6 

110.7 

117.7 

112.0 

P  hi lad e Iphia 

119.7 

130  .-2 

125. 8 

105.2 

122.3 

113.7 

Pitt s burgh 

East  North  .Central: 

120.7 

133 .4 

128.0 

109.8 

121.5 

112.6 

Chicago  ..  . - 

119 .6 

129.9 

120. 0 

104.5 

119.6 

112.2 

Cincinnati 

119.& 

131.0 

130.3 

102.6. 

125.1 

112.3 

Cleveland 

123.1 

134.6 

129.0 

113.1 

123.9 

113.5 

Detroit 

We.st  North  Central: 

121.0 

130.0 

127.7 

107 . 5 

120.8 

115.4 

.Kansas  City 

117 .  f. 

127.3 

122.3 

107.1 

117.0 

114.0 

Minneapolis 

119.0 

129.1 

*1  1 

0  J- 

99.8 

124.3 

115.0 

St .  Louis 

119.3 

13-3.1 

1  26  /. 

•J-'  ‘  W  O  *■  -(  - 

106.3 

116.3 

111.0 

South  Atlantic: 

r 

Baltimore 

122.6 

139.1 

125.6 

.  ~  106.0 

127.6 

113.0 

Savannah 

125.3 

139.6 

127.6 

112.5 

119.9 

115.8 

Washington,  D.C. 

.  119.4 

133.6 

131.7 

105.8 

129 . 0 

115.7 

East  South  Central: 

l* 

Birmingham  - 

.121.2 

131.4 

126.7 

100.3' 

•  119.3 

113.0 

West  South  Central: 

Houston 

.119.5 

134  .6 

125.6 

-  •  93.1 

122.2 

112.0 

Mountain: 

•Denver 

Pacific : 

. 119.6 

132.6 

123 . 5 

X  CO  4 
/  /  •  O 

121.9 

113.2 

Los  Angeles 

.123.6 

141.4 

128.3 

94.2 

118. 4 

114.8 

San  Francisco 

124.5 

141.3 

“1  r\  r'  r\- 

12p  .0 

94.1 

119 . 2 

119.6 

Seattle 

125.7 

143 . 5 

128.1 

•  •  100.6 

119.6 

119.8 

1 /  Rents  not-  -surveyed-- 

* 

•in-  January-.  See 

-text'  of*  report.  -  . . 

. 

2/  Based  on  data  for  51  cities . 
3/  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 
4/  Based  on  data  for  34  cities. 
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-  .U.  S,  UEPARTT-jjFT  of  iabor 

THE  COST  OF  LIVING 
February  15,  1943 

i  •  •  .... 

Living  costs  of  city  workers  advanced  0.2  percent  in  the  month  ending 
February  15,  1943,  Secretary  of  Labor  Perkins  reported  today  (Thursday),  bringing 
the  cost  of  living  to  a  level  22.6  percent  above  August  15,  1939,  the  month  before 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  Europe. 

'The  rise  of  0.5  percent  in  food  costs  was  primarily  responsible  for  the  advance 
but  increases  in  service ■ charges  and  higher  coal  prices  also  contributed  tc  the 


rise 


11  she  said. 


"The  cost  of  goods  and  services  under  OPA  control  on  February  15  remained 
unchanged.  The  cost  of  gas,  electricity- and  services  controlled  by  other  government 
agencies  declined  0.3  percent  because  of  a  sharp  decline  in  rates  charged  for  gas 
in  Chicago,  while  prices* of  goods  and  services  not  under -any  form  of  governmental 
control • increased  1.7  percent.” 

i?_ood:  The  average  increase  for  all -foods  from  mid-January  to  mid-February 
was  0.5  percent.  Prices  for  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables • went  up  with  increased 
buying  because  of  short  supplies  of  canned  goods  and  in  anticipation  of  rationing 
effective  on  March  1.  The  larger-than -usual  seasonal  decline  of  13.5  percent  in 
egg  prices  was  primarily  responsible  for  holding  down  the  overall  increase  in  food 
costs.  The  average  cost j of  food  other  than  eggs  rose  by  1.5  percent. 

*’•  t 

Reports  from  retailers  indicate  limited  supplies  of -meats,  butter,  most  canned 
fruits  and  vegetables,  shortening,  tea  and  coffee.  The  Bureau's  index  of  food 
prices  does  net  completely  reflect  all  the  higher  costs  which  are  due  to  necessary 
shifts  in  buying  different  kinds  of  food  or  buying  at  higher  priced  stores  because 
03:  short  supplies,  which  at  the  present  time  cannot  be  measured  statistically. 

Clothing  prices  remained  unchanged,  on  the  average,  in  the  large 
cities  of  the  country.  Clearance  sales  brought  decreases  in  men's  and  women's  heavy 
woolen  coats  in  many  of  the  21  cities  covered  in  February.  In  several  cities, 
however,  these  decreases  were  counterbalanced  by  the  disappearance  of  articles  of 
the  quality  previously  priced,  making  it  necessary  to  buy  goods  at  higher  trices. 
Relatively  large  increases  in  prices  of  men's  work  shoes  were  reported  from  three 
cities,  and  prices  of  men's  suits  rose  in  ••:lvc  cities. 


House  fiirni shings :  House  furnishings  costs  rose  0.2  percent.  The  cost  of 
blankets  increased  in  several  cities  because  blankets  in  the  lower- price  linos 


were  not  available, 
suites  in  2  cities. 


Prices  of  sheets  rose  in  4  cities  and  prices  of  living  room 


Percentage  Change  in  the  Cost  of  Specified  Articles  of  Clothing  and 
Housefurnishings  Purchased  by  Wage  Earners  and  Lower-Salaried  Workers 

in  Large  Cities  of  the  United  States 


Percentage  Change 


J  an 

.  15,  1943 

May  15, 

isa 

Feb 

.  15,  1942 

Sept.  15,  1939 

Article 

to 

to 

to 

to 

_ _ _  Feb 

.-15,-1242 

-  Feb. .15,. 

-1S42 

■n  1 

J?§o, 

,  15*  1943. 

Feb. _15, „1942 

Men’s  Clothing; 

Topcoats 

-0.3 

+0  •  4 

+11.9 

+21.6 

Overcoats 

“2.3 

1/ 

+10.5 

+17.4 

Wool  suits 

+0.4 

-0.5 

+9.1 

+31.0 

Work  trousers,  cotton 

0 

0 

+5.0 

+37.7 

Overalls,  cotton 

C 

-0.8 

+3.7 

+47.2 

Work  shirts,  cotton 

0 

-0.7 

+4.5 

+51.2 

Business  shirts 

0 

+0.4 

+4.5 

+27.4 

Street  shoes 

0 

+0.4 

+4.5 

+28.6 

Work  shoes 

+C.5 

•  +0.5 

+4.7 

+32 . 7 

Women’s  Clothing; 

J«'  % 

Fur  trimmed  coats 

-1.0 

1/ 

+10.2 

+13.3 

Heavy  plain  coats 

-1.1 

1/ 

+10.8 

+11.5 

Wash  dresses  (percale) 

0 

-1 . 8 

+7.1 

+64.4 

Panties 

0 

-1.1 

+3.3 

+24.I 

Shoes 

+0.1 

-0.4 

+2.8 

+14.2. 

Housefurnishings : 

Living  room  suites,  inerp.+O.l 

+0.1 

+1.3 

+40.9 

Bedroom  suites,  medium 

-0.3 

-0.6 

+0.6 

+24.0 

Rugs,  Axminster 

0. 

-0.2 

+1.8 

+23.9 

Sheets,  64  x  64 

+0.9 

-0.5 

+3.8 

+53.6 

Blankets,  wool 

+2.9 

1/ 

+7.7 

+27.2 

1/  Data  for  May  not  available. 


Fuel,  electricity  and  ice s  Coal  prices  went  up  in  18  of  the  34  cities  surveyed, 
as  dealers  passed  on  to  their  customers  the  transportation  tax  which  became  effective 
in  December  and  readjusted  their  selling  prices  to  allow  for  higher  prices  at  the 
mine  which  were  authorized  in  January.  In  New  York  City,  where  coal  prices  rose 
sharply  from  December  13  to  January  15,  there  w as  a  slight  decline  this  month. 

Chicago  gas  rates  were  lowered  by  nearly  15  percent  on  the  order  of  the  State 
Commerce  Commission. 


Miscellaneous 


Increases  in  service  charges  of  one  kind  or  another  wore 


reported  irom  a  majority  of  the  cities  covered.  They  included  advances 
for  medical  services  and  hospital  room  rates,  higher  charges  for  beauty 
shop  services,  for  motion  picture  admissions,  and  increases  in  launderer 


in  charges 
and  barber 
s'  rates. 


Rents;  Rents  were  not  surveyed  in  February.  Since  last  September  when  rent 
control  had  become  established  in  most  large  cities,  rents  have  varied  little  from 
month  to  month  in  the  21  cities  covered  in  the  Bureau’s  monthly  cost  of  living  index. 
The  Bureau’s  regular'  survey  of  ronts  will  be  made  in  March. 


Table  1. 

Percent  of  Change  in  the  Cost  of  All  Goods  Purchased  by  Wage  Earners 
and  Lower-Salaried  Workers  in  Large  Cities  of  the  United  States  for 

Specified  Dates 


Area  and  City 


Average:  Large  Cities 


Percent  of  Change 

Feb.  15,  1942  Aug.  15,  1939  Jan.  1,  1941  May  15,~1942 
1°  1°  to  to 

I24i.F£b._15J_3^3_FeJi_l^  124.2_F.et).  15,_19A2 

+7*1  +22.6  +19.9  +4.2 


New  England: 

Boston 

+7.1 

Middle  Atlantic : 

Buffalo 

+7.5 

New  York 

+S.2 

Philadelphia 

JL 

•  -  +7.4 

Pittsburgh  _  * 

.  >  +7.1 

East  North  Central: 

Chicago 

+7.0 

Cincinnati 

+6 . 5 

Cleveland 

+7.4 

Detroit 

+5.8 

West  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

+6.0 

Minneapolis 

+6.1 

St..  Louis 

+6.2 

South  Atlantic: 

Baltimore 

+6.4 

Savannah 

+0 . 1 

Washington,  D.  C. 

+6 . 3 

East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 

+4.2 

rtest  South  Central: 

-Houston 

+5.0 

Mountain: 

Denver 

+7.6 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

+7.2 

San  Francisco 

+9.1 

Seattle 

+6.9 

+22.5 

+20.0 

+4.9 

+26.0 

+22.6 

+3.7 

+21.3 

+1B.9  ' 

+6.0 

+22.1 

+20.4 

+4.1 

+22.0 

+19.4 

+4.3 

+21.9 

+16.9 

+3.3 

+23.2 

+20.4 

+3.5 

+23.7 

'  +21.3 

•  +4.1 

+24.0 

’  +20.9 

+2.0 

+20.4 

+20.6 

+4.0 

+20.0 

’  +17.5 

+3.2 

+22.2 

+16.7 

+3.7 

+23.9 

+21.4 

+3.5 

+27.1 

+24.5 

+4.4 

+20.7 

+19 . 1 

+3.7 

+23 . 1 

+19.4 

+2.2 

+19.0 

+10.2 

1 

+3.6 

+22.-0 

-  +20.3 

+4 . 1 

+22  *  2 

:  3*19.3;  3 

+4 . 0 

+25.5 

+22 . 4 

+6.0 

+25.6 

+23  •  4 

+4 . 0 

Table  2. 


Percent  of  Change 

between 

JANUARY 

15,  1943 

and  FEBRUARY 

15,  1943 

in  the  Cost  of  Goods  Pm-chased  by 

Wage  Earners  and  Lowe] 

r -Salaried 

Workers  in  Large 

Cities 

of  the  U. 

nited  Stat 

,es  by  Groups 

of  Items 

Fuel, 

House- 

Mis- 

*  Area  and  City 

All 

electricity 

■furnish- 

cclla- 

items 

Food 

Clothing' 

and  ice 

11123 

neous 

.  . . 

1/ 

:7 

U 

.  .  ir 

-  y— 

"  1/' 

Average:  Large  Cities 

„  .  ”  0 

+  0.2 ... 

*. 

+0.5 

0 

-0.2 

+0.2 

1 

1  ? 
1  t 

New  England: 

.  w 

Boston 

0 

-0.1 

-0.4 

+0.1 

+1.0 

+  0.1 

Middle  Atlantic: 

-  ••  - 

Buffalo 

♦  0.2  5/ +0.6  5/ 

-0.2 

0 

-0.2 

+0.2 

New- York 

+0.3 

+0.2 

-0.1 

-0.1 

+0.3 

+0.9 

Philadelphia 

-0.3 

-0.5 

-0.2 

.  0 

+0.1 

0 

Pittsburgh 

+0.1 

+0.3 

-0.7 

0 

+0.1 

0 

East  North  Central: 

, 

Chicago 

+0.6 

+1.7 

+0.4 

-3.1 

0 

0 

Cincinnati 

+0.1 

+0.V 

-0.1 

+0.7 

+0.1 

0 

Cleveland  ' 

,+0.5 

+1.0 

.  -0.1 

+0.1 

0 

+0.6 

Detroit 

+0.9 

+1.8 

+0.1 

+0.5 

0 

+1.2 

West  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

+0.8 

+1.6 

+0.1 

+0.6 

0 

+0 .4 

Minneapolis 

+0.5 

+1.2 

0 

+0.2 

-0.4 

0 

St.  Louis 

+0.5 

+1.0  • 

+0.6 

+0.1 

+0.1 

+0.1 

South  Atlantic: 

Baltimore 

-0.2 

-0.9 

+0.5 

+0.3 

+  0.7 

0 

Savannah 

+0.7 

+1.1 

+0.1 

0 

0 

+1.1 

Washington, ’ D.  C. 

-0.3 

-1.2 

+0.5 

0 

+0.5 

+0.2 

East  South  Central: 

.  .  ^ 

Birmingham 

+0.1 

+0.2 

-0.2 

0  ‘ 

+0.3 

0 

West  South  Central: 

Houston 

+0.9 

+2.3 

+0.2 

+0.1 

0 

+0.2 

Mountain: 

Denver 

+0.6 

+1.0 

-0.1 

+0.4 

0 

+0.6 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

-0.7  6/  r1.6  6/ 

0 

0  ■ 

0 

-0.2 

San  Francisco 

+0.1 

+0.3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Seattle 

+0.2 

+0.3 

-0.1 

+0.1 

0 

+0.5 

l/  Rents  surveyed  at  quarterly  dates  -  March  15,  June  15,  September  15, 

December  15. 

2/  Based  on  data  for  51  cities, 
ji/  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 

j4/  Based  on 'data  for  34  cities.  , 

5>/  Indexes  for  Buffalo  revised:  January  15,  1943  All  items  124. 6$  Food  137.3 
6/  Indexes  for  Los  Angelos  revised:  January  15,  1943  All  items  123.7,  Food  141.8 


s 


Tabic  3. 


Indexes  of  the  Cost  of  Goods  Purchased  by  'Wage  Earners  a 
Lower-Salaried  Workers  in  Large  Cities  of  the  United  Sta 
by  Groups  of  Items,  FEBRUARY  15*  1943 
(Average  1135-39=100.0) 


nd 


tes 


Area  and  City 


Average:  Large  Citic 


New  England: 

Boston 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 
New  York 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
East  North  Central: 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Detroit 

West  North  Central: 
Kansas  City 
Minneapolis 
St.  Louis 
South  Atlantic: 
Baltimore 
Savannah 

Washington,  D.  C. 
East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 
West  South  Central: 

Houston 

Mountain: 

Denver 

P*  » 

acix ic: 

Los  Angeles 
San  Francisco 
Seattle 


l/  Rents  surveyed  at 
December  15. 

2/  Based  on  data  for 
4/  Based  on  data  for 
4/  Based  on  data  for 


Fuel, 

House- 

Mis- 

All 

li 

electricity 

furnish- 

-  cc 11a- 

items 

2/ 

_ Food 

2/ 

Clothing 

1/ 

and  ice 

U 

neous 

'3/ 

s,  120.9 

133.6 

125.9 

107.1 

123.9 

113.5 

118. 9 

130.4 

121.0 

113.4 

119.4 

111.2 

124.9 

138.1 

126.3 

105.0 

124.8 

120.4 

120.1 

133.4 

126 . 5 

110.6 

113.0 

113.0 

119.4 

129.6 

125.5 

105.2 

122.4 

113.7 

120.8 

133.3 

127.1 

109.8 

121.6 

112.6 

120.3 

132.1 

121.3 

101.3 

119.6 

112.2 

119.9 

131.1 

130.2 

103.5 

125.2 

112.3 

123.7 

135.9 

128.9 

113.2 

123.9 

114.2 

122.1 

132.3 

127.8 

108.0 

120.8 

116.3 

118.7 

129.4 

122.4 

107.7 

117.0 

114.4 

119.6 

130.7 

126.1 

100.0 

123.8 

115.0 

119.9 

134.4 

127.2 

106.4 

116.4 

111.1 

122.3 

137.9 

126.4 

106.3 

123.5 

113.0 

126.2 

HI. '3 

127.7 

112.5 

H9.9 

117.1 

119.0 

132.2 

132.3 

105.3 

129.6 

115.9 

121.3 

131.7 

126.4 

100.3 

119.7 

113.0 

120.6 

137.9 

125.9 

v  93.2 

122.2 

112.2 

120.3 

133.9 

123.4 

100.0 

121.9 

113.9 

122.8 

139.5 

128.3 

94.2 

118.4 

114.6 

124.6 

141.7 

125. 0 

94.1 

119.2 

119.6 

126.0 

143.9 

123.0' 

100.7 

119.6 

120.4 

quarterly  dates  -  March  15,  June  15,  September  15, 

/ 

51  cities.  V: 

21  cities. 

34  cities. 
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Living  costs  of  city  workers  advanced  1.5  percent  in  the  month  ending 
March  15,  1943,  Secretary  of  Labor  Perkins  reported  todav.  This  rise  which 
bccurred  prior  to  the  President’s  April  8  "hold-the-line"  order,  brought 
the  level  of  living  costs  to  122.8  percent  of  the  1935-39  average  5.9  percent 
above  May  1942,  and  21.8  percent  above  January  1941. 

The. largest  increases  were  in  retail  prices  of  foods,  which  went  up 

2.8  percent  over  the  month,  and  in  spring  clothing  prices,"  Secretary  Perkins 
said.  ° 


x'he  chief  reason  for  this  rise  in  the  cost  of  food  from  February  15  to 
March  15,  was  an  advance  averaging  13.2  percent  in  prices  of  fresh  fruits 
ctnd  vegetables  with  increases  of  about  40  percent  in  cabbage,  green  beans 

and  sweet  potatoes,  of  18  percent  for  white  potatoes,  and  13  percent  for 
apples. 


"These  increases  reflected  heavy  demand  because  of  rationing  of  canned 
gooas,  as  well  as  shortages  of  supply  due  to  the  cold  weather.  In  consequence 
of  this  market  situation,  prices  of  a;  number  of  the  green  vegetables  were 
brought  under  OPA  price  control  on  February  23  and  24.  Prices  of  fresh 

xisn,  which  went  up  8.4  percent,  were  not  under  control  of  the  Office  of 
Price  Adminis tation. 

"The  preliminary  estimates  indicate  a.  smaller  increase  in  food  prices 
from  mid-March  to  mid-April.  The  final  report  for  April  will  be  ready  in 
about  ten  days. 


."-he  statistics  are  based  on  actual  selling  prices,  regardless  of  OPA 
ceilings.  ihe  3LS  report  for  March  15  takes  into  account  recent  changes  in 
lood  ouying  because  of  rationing  and  other  wartime  market  conditions,  neces¬ 
sitating  a.  delay  of  several  weeks  in  issuing  the  report, 

"Rents,  which  are  subject  to  Federal  control  in  all  cities  covered  by 
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reports,  have  varied  very  little  in  most 
areas,  and  on  the  average  have  remained  unchanged  since  December,  Other 
changes  include  an  increase  between  mid-February  and  mid-March  of  1.1  percent 
for  clothing,  0.8  percent  for  miscellaneous  goods  and  services,  0.3  percent 
for  housefurnishings ,  and  0.2  percent  for  fuel,  electricity  and  ice. 


"The  changes  in  the  food  cost  index  as  of  March  15  will  improve  the  future 
accuracy  of  the  index,  but  do  not  affect  the  figures  for  earlier  months.  The 
changes  involve  the  inclusion  of  seven  additional  foods  which  people  are  buying 
in  larger  auantities,  like  hamburger,  liver  and  corn  syrup;  changes  in  the  im¬ 
portance  )f  aifterent  foods  in  the  index  because  of  reduced  supplies,  as  in  the 
case  of  canned  vegetables,  beef,  and  bananas;  and  increases  in  the  weights  given 
quotations  from  war  production  cities  because  of  their  population  growth." 


(LC  U3-5U72) 


Indexes  of  Cost  of  Goods  Purchased  by  Wage  Earners  and  Lower- 
Salaried  Workers  in  Large  Cities  of  the  United  States  Combined 


(1935-39  =  100) 


All 

items 

Food 

Clothing: 

Rent 

Fuel , 

electricity 
and.  ice 

'  House- 
furnish- 
‘  ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

1939: 

August  15 

98.6 

93.5 

100.3 

104.3 

97.5 

100.6 

100.4 

1942: 

March  15 

114.3 

118.6 

123.6 

108.9 

104.5 

121.2 

110.1 

September  15 

117.8 

126.6 

125.8 

108.0 

106.2 

123.6 

111.4 

1943: 

February  15 

121.0 

133.6 

126.2 

108.0 

107.2 

124.1 

113.6 

March  15 

122.8 

137.4 

127.6 

108.0 

107.4 

124.5 

114.5 

/ 


Percentage 

Changes  in 

Cost  of 

Goods 

Purchased  by  Wage  Earner 

s  and  Lower- 

Salaried 

Workers  in 

Large 

Cities 

of  the  United  States  Combined 

All 

*  Fuel , 

House-  Mis- 

electricity 

furnish-  cella- 

- - - 

items 

Food 

Clothing  Rent  and  ice 

ings  neous 

Feb.  15,  1943 
to  Mar.  15,  1943 

+1.5 

Sept.  15,  1942 
to  Mar.  15,  1943 

+4.2 

Mar.  15,  1942 
to  Mar.  15,  1943 

+7.4 

Jan.  15,  1941 
to  Mar.  15,  1943 

+21.8 

Aug.  15,  1939 
to  Mar.  15,  1943 

+24.5 

+2.8 

+1.1 

0 

+8.5 

+1.4 

0 

+15 . 9 

+3.2 

-0.8 

+40.5 

+26.7 

+2.9 

+47.0 

+27.2 

+3.5 

+0.2 

+0.3 

+0.8 

i — 1 

• 

i — 1 
+ 

+0.7 

+2.8 

+2.8 

+2.7 

+4.0 

+6,5 

+24.4 

+12.4 

+10.2 

+23.8 

.  +14.0 

Table  1.  Percent  of  Change  between  FEBRUARY  15,  1943  and  MARCH  15,  1943  in  the 
Cost  of  Goods . Purchased  by  Wage  Earners  and  Lower-Salaried  Workers  in 
Large  Cities  of  the  United  States,  by  Groups  of  Items 


All 

-  Area_a.nd_City _ i tems_  _Food 


Average:  Large  Cities 

+1.5 

+2.8 

Hew  England: 

Boston- 

+1.4 

+2.8 

Manchester 

3/ 

+2.5 

Portland,  Maine 

3/ 

+1.6 

Middle  Atlantic: 

Buffalo 

+1.1 

+2.2 

Hew  York 

+1.5 

+3.4 

Philadelphia 

+1.4 

+3.0 

Pittsburgh 

+1.5 

+2.5 

Scranton 

3/ 

+2.2 

East  North  Central: 

Chicago 

+1.4 

+o  q 

Cincinnati 

+1.7 

+3.1 

Cleveland 

+1.4 

+2.6 

Detroit 

+1.5 

+2.6 

Indianapolis 

3 / 

+2.7 

Milwaukee 

3/ 

+2.2 

West  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

+1.7 

+3.3 

Minneapolis 

+1.2 

+1.8 

St.  Louis 

+1.6 

+3.3 

South  Atlantic: 

Atlanta 

3/ 

+3.5 

Baltimore 

+2.0 

+4.4 

Jacksonville 

3 / 

+4.2 

Norfolk 

3 / 

3/ 

+2,6 

Richmond 

+2.3 

Savannah 

+1.6 

+2.7 

Washington,  D.  C. 

+1.7 

+3.6 

East  South  Central: 

- 

Birmingham 

+1.2 

+2.4 

Memphi s 

2/ 

3/ 

+3.7 

Mobile 

+3.7 

West  South  Central: 

Houston 

4-0  O 

'  +3.5 

Hew  Orleans 

3/ 

+4.2 

Mountain: 

Denver 

+1.2 

+2.5 

Facif ic : 

** 

Los  Angeles 

+1.4 

+2.4 

Portland,  Oregon 

3/ 

+1.0 

San  Francisco 

+1.2 

+1.4 

Seattle 

+0.6 

+0.6 

1/  Based  on  data  for  56 

cities . 

2/  Based  on  data  for  34 

cities . 

- 

3j  Monthly  data  not  available. 

Fuel, 

House-  Mis- 

Cloth- 

electricity 

furnish-  cella- 

_  ing  _ 

_  Rent_ 

_  and  .ice.  _ 

_  ings _ neous_ 

+1.1 2/ 

02/ 

+0.22/ 

+0.3 2/  +0.82/ 

+1.6 

-0.1 

0 

+0.2  +0.1 

3/ 

3/ 

+0.2 

2/  3/ 

3 / 

3/ 

+1.1 

2 /  3/ 

+1.1 

0 

0 

+1.0  +0.2 

+0.3 

0 

0 

+0.3  0 

+1.1 

0 

0 

+0.1  +0.1 

+1.9 

0 

+0.3 

+0.2  +1.0 

3/ ; 

3/ 

0 

3/  3/ 

+1.4 

0 

+0.6 

+0.3  +0.3 

+1.4 

-0.1 

+0.7 

+0.5  +1.1 

+1.2 

+0.1 

+0.4 

+0.4  +0.4 

+0.8 

-0.1 

+0.6 

+0.8  +2.0 

3/ 

2/ 

+0.7 

2 /  3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

+0.2 

2/  2/ 

+1.5 

0 

+0.2 

+0.3  +1.0 

+0.9 

-0.1 

0 

+0.8  +1.9 

+0.° 

0 

-0.2 

0  +0.5 

■  2/  ' 

3/ 

+0.5 

2/  2/ 

+0.7 

+0.1 

+0.2 

+0.3  +0.4 

3/ 

3/ 

+0.9 

2/  3/ 

3/ 

2/ 

+1.1 

3/  3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

+1.0 

3/  2/ 

+1.6 

-0.1 

+0.4 

+0.4  +1.2 

+1.4 

0 

+0.2 

+0.8  +1.0 

i — 1 

• 

i — 1 

4- 

+0.2 

+0.2 

+0.1  +0.4 

3/ 

3/ 

0 

3 /  3/ 

3 1 

3/ 

0 

2/  2/ 

+2.4 

0 

-1.1 

+0.1  +2.8 

3/ 

3 / 

0 

2/  3/ 

+0.6 

0 

+0.1 

-0.1  +0.5 

+0.6 

-0.1 

0 

+0.3  +1.4 

3/ 

3/ 

-0.2 

3  /  3/ 

+1.4 

+0.1 

0 

0  +1.8 

4-1  o 

-L  •  ^ 

+0.5 

+0.7 

+0.2  +0.7 

Table  2.  Percentage  Changes  in  Cost  of  All  Goods  Purchased  hv  Wage  Earners 
and  Lower— Salaried  Workers  in  Large  Cities  of  the  United  States 

for  Specified  Periods 


Percentage  Changes 


Mar. 15, 1942 

Aug. 15, 1939 

Jan.  1,1941 

May  15,1942 

Sept. 15, 1942 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

Area  and  Citv 

V 

Mar. 15, 1943 

Mar. 15, 1943 

Mar. 15, 1943 

Mar. 15, 1943 

Mar. 15, 1943 

Average: 

Large  Cities 

+7.4 

+24.5 

4-21.3 

+5.9 

'  +4.2 

Pew  England: 

Boston 

+8.1 

+24.2 

+21.7 

+6.3 

+3.8 

Manchester 

+9 . 2 

+29.0 

+25.9 

1/ 

+5.0 

Portland,  Maine 

+8.1 

+25.7 

+24.0 

1/ 

+3.5 

Middle  Atlantic: 

Buffalo 

+7.3 

+28.3 

+24.0 

+4.9 

+4.9 

Pew  York 

+8,9 

+23.2 

+20.8 

+7.7 

+4.9 

Philadelphia 

+7.7 

+24.1 

+22.4 

+5.8 

+3.8 

Pittsburgh 

+7.7 

+24.6 

+21.1 

+5.9  ■ 

+4.3 

Scranton 

+7.5 

4-25.5 

+21.5 

1/ 

+4.6 

East  North  Central: 
Chicago 

+7,6 

+23.9 

+20.8 

+5.0 

+4.3 

Cincinnati 

4-6.6 

+25.4 

+22.5 

+5.3 

+3.4 

Cleveland 

+7.3 

+25.5 

+23.0 

+5.6 

+4.9 

Letroit 

+5.8 

+25.9 

+22.8 

+4.4 

+4.7 

Indianapolis 

+5.4 

+26.0 

+21.1 

1/ 

+3.7 

Milwaukee 

+7.0 

+24.3 

+21 . 6 

1/ 

+4.6 

West  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

+6.9 

+22 , 4 

+22.7 

+5.8 

+5.2 

Minneapolis 

+5.9 

+21.4 

+18.9 

+4.4 

+3.6 

St.  Louis 

+6,1 

+24.2  ' 

+20.6 

+5.4 

+4.5 

South  Atlantic: 
Atlanta 

+8 . 0 

+25.5 

+23.2 

1/ 

* 

+4.9 

Baltimore 

+6.9 

+26,4 

+23.9 

+5.6 

+4.2 

Jacksonville 

+7.6 

+28.9 

+24.6 

i/ 

+4.5 

Norfolk 

+6.7 

+31.5 

+27.8 

1/ 

+5.3 

Richmond 

+6.9 

+23.7 

+21.7 

i/ 

+3.4 

Savannah 

+8.3 

4-29.1 

4-26.4 

+6.0 

+5.0 

Washington,  D.  C. 

+6.9 

+23.0 

+21.4 

+5.8 

+3, 6 

East  South  Central: 
Birmingham 

+4.7 

+24.7 

+20.7 

+3.5 

+3.4 

Memphis 

+9.4 

+28.4 

+25.9 

i/ 

+5.3 

Mobile 

+3.8 

+27.8 

+25.5 

i/ 

+4.2 

West  South  Central: 

Houston 

+7.1 

+22.6 

+21.1 

4-6.3 

+4.7 

New  Orleans 

+10.6 

+30.5 

+27.9 

i/ 

+7.0 

Mountain : 

Lenver 

+7.7 

+23.5 

+21.8 

+5.4 

+3.9 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

+7.0 

.  +24.0 

+21.6 

+5.5 

+2.4 

Portland,  Oregon 

+8,1 

+28.6 

+26.2 

1/ 

’  +3.0 

Sen  Francisco 

+9.0 

+27.0 

+23.9 

+7.2 

44.3 

Seattle 

+6 . 2 

+26.6 

+24.4 

+4.8 

+3.5 

Igj  Iro  I* 


Table  3.  Percent  of  Change  between  DECEMBER  15,  1942  and  MARCH  15,  1943  in  the  Cost 
of  Goods  Purchased  by  Wage  Earners  and  Lower— Salaried  Workers  in  Large 
Cities  of  the  United  States,  by  Groups  of  Items 


_Area  and  City_ 

All 

_ i_tems_ 

_  Food_ 

Cloth- 

_ 

_  _RpnJb 

Fuel , 

electricity 

_a.nd_jice_ 

Kouse- 
furnish- 
_ iRgs  _ 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

Average : 

Large  Cities 

+2.0 

+3.51/ 

+1.4 

0 

+1.0 

+0.6  - 

+1.5 

Hew  England: 

Boston 

+1.4 

+2.6 

+0.4 

-0.1 

+1.5 

+1.3 

+0.2 

Manchester 

+2.8 

+4.2 

+2.2 

-0.1 

+1.8 

+0.5 

+1.2 

Portland,  Maine 

+1.7 

+2.4 

+1.9 

+0.3 

+2.8 

0 

+1.0 

Middle  Atlantic: 

Buffalo 

+2.3 

+4.2 

+0.7 

0 

+1.4 

+1.2 

+2.1 

Hew  York 

+2.3 

+4.3 

+0.6 

0 

+1.3 

+0.3 

+1.4 

Philadelphia 

+1.4 

+2.3 

+1.1 

0 

+2.1 

+0.2 

+0.8 

Pittsburgh 

+2.  2 

+4.3 

+1 . 4 

0 

+0.5 

+0.2 

+1.1 

Scranton 

+2.3 

+3.9 

4-1.3 

-0.3 

+4.4 

0 

+0.3 

East  .North  Central: 
Chicago 

+2.3 

+4.6 

+2.0 

0 

-0.5 

+0.4 

+1.3 

Cincinnati 

+1.7 

+2.7 

+1 . 6 

-0.1 

+1.4 

+0.7 

+1.4 

Cleveland 

+2.1 

+3.5 

+2.0 

+0.1 

+1.1 

+0.6 

+1.5 

Detroit 

+2.1 
+2 . 2—1 

+3.0  , 
+2.6^/ 

+1.7 

-0.1 

+1.5 

+1.2 

+3.8 

Indianapolis 

+2.3 

0 

+2.4 

+1.9 

+2.7 

Milwaukee 

+2.0 

+4.2 

+1.5 

0 

+0.2 

+0.1 

+1.2 

West  North  Central: 
Kansas  City 

+2.5 

+5.1 

+1.5 

0 

00 

• 

4 

+0.7 

+1.5 

Minneapolis 

+1.5 

+2.4 

+1.2 

-0.1 

+1.0 

+0.6 

+2.0 

St.  Louis 

+1.7 

+3.3 

+1.5 

0 

0 

+0.1 

+0.5 

South  Atlantic: 

•h  1 0,11  ty  £L 

+3.2 

+5.8 

+1.5  . 

0 

+1.3 

+0.3 

+3.1 

Baltimore 

+2.5  , 

+3 . 03/ 

+4.9 

+1.4 

+0.1 

+2.0 

+1.0 

+0.7 

Jacksonville 

+5.65/ 

+0.9 

+0.2 

+2.3 

+3.6 

+1.5 

Norfolk 

+3.4 

45.9 

+1.1 

+0.2 

+1.1 

+3. 8 

+2,6 

Richmond 

+1.6 

+3.4 

+1.1 

-0.7 

+1.6  . 

+0.2 

+0.6 

Savannah 

+3.2 

+5.5 

+2.0 

-0.1 

+3.2 

+1.3 

+2.5 

Washington,  D.  C. 

+1.9 

+3.2 

+2.0 

0 

+2.1 

+1.8 

+1.9 

East  South  Central: 
Birmingham 

+1.7 

+3.5 

+0.9 

+0.7 

+0.2 

+0.8 

+0.4 

Memphis 

+2.7 

+5.6 

+0.6 

-0.1 

0 

+0.3 

+2.4 

Mobile 

+2.4 

+5.3 

4-0.8 

-0.3 

0 

0 

+1.0 

West  South  Central: 

Houston 

+3.3 

+6.2 

+2.1 

+0.1 

-0.8  . 

+0.2 

+3.2 

New  Orleans 

+4.3 

+7.2 

+3.0 

0 

-0.2 

+0.5 

+2.7 

Mountain: 

Denver 

+1.9 

+3.6 

i — 1 

• 

i — 1 

4 

0 

+0.7 

-0.1 

+1.2 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

+0.6 

0  - 

+1.7 

-0.1 

0 

+0,4 

+1.5 

Portland,  Oreg. 

+1.5 

+1 . 8 

+2.4 

0 

-0.2 

+0.5 

+2.0 

San  Francisco 

+1.7 

+2.6 

+2.1 

+0.1 

-2.0 

-0.2 

+1.9 

Seattle 

+1.1 

+0.8 

+2.0 

+0.5 

+0.8 

+0.3 

+2.1 

i /  Based  on  data  for  56  cities 

2/  Indexes  for  December  15,  1942  Revised  All  Items  120.9 

-  Food  131. 

4 

3/  Indexes  for  December  15,  1942  Revised  All  It 

ems  123.3 

-  Food  138. 

3 

Table  4 


Indexes  of  Cost  of  (Cords  Purchased  by  Wage  Earners  and  L^wer-Salari ed 
Workers  by  Groupd  of  I  terns ,  JANUARY  15,  1943  through  MARCH  15,  1943 

(Average  1935-39  =  100.  O') 

(Some  Indexes  for  January  and  February  Revised)]./ 


C-ity  and  Date 

All 

items 

Food 

Cloth- 

ing 

Rent 

Fue  1 , 

electricity 
and  ice 

House- 
f urni sh 
ings 

’  M  i  s  - 
-  cella 

neous 

Average,  Large 

Cities.: 

• 

January  15 

. 120.7 

,133.02/ 

,  126.0 

..  108.0 

107.3 

123.8 

113.2 

February  15 

.  121.0 

133.6 2] 

,  126.2 

.  108.0 

.  107.2 

124.1 

113.6 

March  15 
Atlanta:  _  • 

122.8 

137.42/ 

127.6 

108.0 

107.4  • 

124.5 

114.5 

January  15 

-  3/ 

132.5 

■  -  3/ 

•  3/ 

•  -3/ 

•  3/ 

111.9 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

February  15 

.  3/ 

133.1 

112.1 

March  15 
Baltimore: 

. 123.0 

137.7 

127.4 

•  106.5 

112.7 

119.9 

117.3 

January  15 

122.6 

139.1 

185.8 

106.7 

106.3 

127.6 

113.1 

February  15 

.122.3 

137.9 

126.6 

•106.7 

•  106.6 

128.5 

113.2 

March  15'. 

,124.8 

.144.0 

127.5 

•106.8 

•  106.8 

128.9 • 

113.7 

Birmingham:.  • 

. 

January  15 

.121.3 

131.4 

.  126.8 

•120.8 

100.2 

119.4 

113.0 

February  15 

.121.4 

131.7 

-  126.6 

-120.9 

100.2 

119.9 

113.0 

March  15 
Boston: 

,122.8 

134.8 

.  128.0 

.121.2 

'100.4 

120.0 

'  113.4 

January  15  - 

118.9 

130.5 

.  121.7 

•  10  5.0 

-  118.1 

118.3 

111.1 

February  15  . 

.118.9 

130.4 

.  121.4 

-.1G43..0 

•  118.2 

119.5 

111.2 

March  15 
Buffalo: 

120.6 

134.1 

.  123.3 

-104.  9 

-  • 118.2 

119.7 

111.3 

January  15  • 

,124.7 

137.3 

.  126 . 6 

.114.6 

•  105.0 

125.2 

120.7 

February  15 

.125.0 

138.1 

.  126.4 

.114.6 

•  ’  105.0 

125.2 

121.1 

March  15 

126.4 

141.2 

127.  8 

.114.6 

•  105.0 

126.5 

121.3 

Vuicago: 

J  anuary  15 

119.8 

129.9 

121.2 

114.4 

104.5 

119.7 

112.8 

February  15 
>r  .  * 

120.6 

1.32,1 

..  122.0 

114.4 

-  102.6 

119.8 

112.8 

March  15 
’  inc  •’  unati: 

:  122.3 

135.9 

,  123.7 

114.4 

•  '103  .-2  . 

120.1 

113.1 

J  a nu.ary  15 

119.9 

131, 0 

.  130.6 

105.2 

102.5 

125.2 

112.6 

nuriar y  15 

120.0 

1.31.1 

.  130.6 

105.2 

103.2 

125.4 

112.6 

M-rch  15 
-Ov  eland: 

122.0 

135.1 

.  132.4 

105.1 

.  103.9 

126.0 

113.8 

J a\uary  15 

123.1 

134.6 

129.1 

115.2 

^  113.0 

124.0 

113.6 

1  pornary  15 
March  15 
onver: 

123.8 

135.9 

. 129.2 

115.2 

•  113.1 

124.1 

114.4 

125.5 

139.5 

130.8 

115.3 

113.5 

124.6 

114.9 

J  anuary  1 5 

119.6 

132.6 

123.7 

109.1 

99.6 

121.9 

113.2 

4 p oruary  15 

March  15 
ctroit: 

120.3 

133.9 

. 123.9 

109.1 

•  100.0 

121.9 

113.9 

121.8 

137.2 

-124.7 

109.1 

100.1 

121.8 

114.5 

J  anuary  1 5  . 

121.0 

130.0 

-128.0 

114.4 

107.7 

121.0 

115.2 

F  ebruary  15 

122.2 

132.3.  . 

128.3 

114  ..4 

108.2 

121.2 

116.6 

March  15 

124.0 

135.7 

129.3 

114.3 

108.9 

122.2 

118.9 

Table  4  (Continued) 


Indexes  of  Cost  of  Goods  Purchased  by  Wage  Earners  and  Lower-Salaried 
Workers  by  Groups  of  Items,  JANUARY  15,  1943  through  MARCH  15,  1943 

(Average  1935-39  =  100. 0) 

(Some  Indexes  for  January  and  February  Revised) 


All 

_City  and  Late _ items _ Food__ 

Houston: 


Fuel,  House-  His- 

Cloth-  electricity  furnish-  cel la- 

_  AAg _ Rent _ and  ice _ ings _ neous_ 


January  15 

119.6 

134.8 

February  15 

120.8 

137.9 

March  15 

123.5 

142.7 

Indianapolis : 

January  15 

••  2/ 

131.3 

February  15 

5/ 

131.2 

March  15 

123.5 

134.8 

Jacksonville: 

January  15 

3/ 

139.7 

February  15 

3/ 

140.1 

March  15 

127.0 

146.0 

Kansas  City: 

January  15 

117.8 

127.3 

February  15 

118.7  ' 

129.4 

March  15 

120.7 

133.7 

Los  Angeles: 

January  15 

123.7 

141.8 

February  15 

122.9 

139.5 

March  15 

124.6 

142.8 

Manchester: 

January  15 

3/ 

133.4 

February  15 

3/ 

134.4 

March  15 

126.2 

137.8 

Memphis : 

* 

January  15 

3/ 

137.2 

February  15 

3/ 

139.6 

March  15 

125.6 

144.8 

Milwaukee: 

January  15 

3/ 

129.0 

February  15 

3/ 

131.1 

March  15 

120.6 

134.0 

Minneapolis : 

January  15 

119.0 

129.1 

February  15 

119.6 

130.7 

March  15 

121.0 

133.0 

Mobile-: 

January  15 

3/ 

139.5 

February  15 

5/ 

140 . 4 

March  15 

126.0 

145.6 

New  Orleans: 

January  15 

3/ 

144.8 

February  15 

3/ 

147.0 

March  15 

130.1 

153.2 

125.8 

109.0 

93.1 

122.2 

126.4 

109.0 

93.2 

122.3 

129.4 

1C9.0 

92.2 

122.4 

5/ 

3/ 

104.4 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

105.4 

3/ 

128.7 

115.3 

106,1 

127.7 

3/ 

3/ 

111.3 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

111.0 

3/ 

126.5 

112.2 

112.0 

125.7 

122.4 

108.4 

107.1 

117.2 

122.6 

108.4 

107.7 

117.4 

124.5 

108.4 

107.9 

117.8 

128.6 

110.0 

94.2 

118.5 

128.9 

110.0 

94.2 

118.6 

129.7 

109.9 

94.2 

118.9 

3/ 

3/ 

122.9 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

123.2 

3/ 

130.4 

107.6 

123.4 

121.4 

3/ 

3/ 

104.4 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

104.4 

3/ 

135.3 

115.5 

104.4 

124.3 

3/ 

3/ 

103.9 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

103.9 

124.4 

108.2 

104.1 

124.5 

126.2 

109.9 

99.8 

124.4 

126.4 

109.9 

100.0 

124.0 

127.5 

109.8 

100.0 

125.0 

3/ 

3/ 

103.4 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

103.4 

3/ 

128.0 

114.5 

103.4 

121.4 

3/ 

3/ 

96.4 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

96.3 

3/ 

133.2 

107.1 

96.3 

127.4 

112.0 

112.3 

115.5 

3/ 

5/ 

117.1 

3/ 

3/ 

116.6 

114.1 

114.6 

115.7 

114.8 

114.6 

116.2 

3/ 

3/ 

114.3 

3/ 

3/ 

110.7 

3/ 

3/ 

114.1 


115.1 

115.1 

117,3 

3/ 

3/ 

114.5 

3/ 

3/ 

113.8 


Table  4.  (Continued) 


Indexes  of  Cost  of  Goods  Purchased  by  Wage  Earners  and  Lower-Salaried 
Workers  by  Groups  of  Items*  JANUARY  15,  1543  through  MARCH  15,  1543 

(Average  1935-39  *  100. 0) 

(Some  Indexes  for  January  and  February  Revised) 


City  and  Date 

All 

items 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Rent 

Fuel, 

electricity 
^ and  ice 

House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Mi  s- 
cella- 

neous 

Hew  York: 

January  15 

119.8 

133 . 1 

126.6 

103 . 2 

110.7 

117.6 

112.0 

February  15 

120.2 

133.4 

126 . 6 

103.2 

110.6 

117.9 

113.2 

March  15 

122.0 

138.0  ■ 

127.0 

103,2 

110.6 

118.3 

113.2 

Norfolk: 

January  15 

3/ 

139.2 

3/ 

3/ 

114.9 

3/ 

3/ 

2/ 

February  15 

3/ 

140.9 

3/ 

3/ 

114.9 

3/ 

March  15 

128.6 

144.5 

132.1 

108.9 

116.2 

128.5 

123.4 

Philadelphia: 

January  15 

119.9 

130.2 

126.0 

106.7 

105.8 

122 . 4 

114.3 

February  15 

119.7 

129 . 6 

125.9 

106.7 

105.9 

122 . 6 

114.4 

March  15 

121.4 

133.5 

127.3 

106.7 

105.9 

122.7 

114.5 

Pitt  sburgh : 

January  15 

120.7 

133.4 

128.2 

107.3 

109.8 

121.6 

112.6 

February  15 

120.8 

133.8 

127.5 

107 . 3 

109.8 

121.8 

112.6 

March  15 

122.6 

137.2 

129.9 

107.3 

110.1 

122.1 

113.7 

Portland,  Maine: 

January  15 

3/ 

131 . 7 

3 / 

3/ 

115.2 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

February  15 

3/ 

132.3 

sJ 

3/ 

115.6 

3/ 

March  15 

ipp  i 

AOO  *  JL 

134.4 

126.0 

106.2 

116.9 

120.9 

116.4 

Portland,  Oregon: 

January  15 

3/ 

146.4 

3/ 

3/ 

116.6 

3/ 

3/ 

February  15 

2/ 

147.0 

3/ 

3/ 

116.6 

3/ 

3/ 

March  15 

128.7 

148.5 

128.9 

115.2 

116.4 

121.8 

116.4 

Richmond: 

January  15 

3/ 

132.4 

3/ 

3/ 

105.0 

3/ 

3/ 

February  15 

5/ 

132.8 

3/ 

2/ 

105.4 

3/ 

3/ 

March  15 

121.2 

135.8 

132.8 

103.9 

106.5 

127.3 

112.4 

St.  Louis: 

January  15 

119.3 

133.1 

126.6 

106.1 

106.3 

116.3 

111.0 

February  15 

119,9 

134.4 

127.6 

106.1 

106.4 

116.4 

111.1 

March  15 

121.6 

138,9 

128.8 

106.1 

106.2 

116.4 

ill.  6 

San  Franc i so o: 

January  15 

124.5 

141.3 

126 . 0 

105.9 

94.1 

119.1 

119.6 

February  15 

124.6 

141.7 

126.3 

105.9 

92.2 

119.0 

119.6 

March  15 

126.1 

143.7 

128.1 

106.0 

92.2 

119.0 

121.8 

Savannah : 

January  15 

125.3 

139.8 

127 . 8 

115.0 

112.6 

120.3 

115.9 

Feb  mar  y  15 

126.2 

141.3 

128.1 

115.0 

112.6 

120.9 

117.3 

March  15 

128.2 

145.1 

130.1 

114.9 

113.1 

121.4 

118.7 

Scranton: 

January  15 

3/ 

133.7 

2/ 

3/ 

3/ 

103.9 

3/ 

3_ 

February  15 

'  2/ 

134.0 

3/ 

103.9 

2/ 

r-*  / 

tO/ 

.  March  15 

120.5 

136.9 

128.4 

97.5 

103.9 

122.9 

109.7 

Table  4. 


(Continued) 


Indexes  of  Cost  of  G-oods  Purchased  by  Wage  Earners  and  Lower-Salaried 
Workers  by  G-roups  of  Items,  JA1RJARY  15,  1943  through  MARCH  15,  1943 

(Average  1935-39  =  100.0) 

(Some  Indexes  for  January  and  February  Revised) 


Fuel , 

House- 

Mis- 

All 

Cloth- 

electricity 

furnish  - 

cella- 

City  and  Bate 

items 

Food 

ing 

Rent 

and  ice 

ings 

neous 

Seattle: 

January  15 

125.8 

143.5 

128.7 

109.6 

100.6 

119.6 

119.9 

February  15 

126 . 2 

143.9 

129.2 

109.6 

100.7 

119.7 

120.8 

March  15 

127.0 

144.7 

130.8 

110.1 

101.4 

119.9 

121.7 

Washington,  B. 

C.: 

January  15 

119.5 

133.8 

131.9 

100.3 

105.8 

129.4 

115.8 

February  15 

119.3 

132.2 

132.7 

100.3 

105.8 

130.4 

116.7 

March  15 

121.3 

136.9 

134.5 

100.3 

106.0 

131.4 

117.9 

1 /  Revisions  of 

the  January 

index 

for  the  large 

ci ties 

combined  from  120.6  to 

120.7, 

and  of  the  F 

ebruary  inde 

x  from 

120.9  to  121.i 

0  were 

occasioned  b^ 

r  the  fact 

that  the 

prelimina.rv 

c. 

figares  for 

J  auueiy 

*  and  February 

were  b 

ased  on  da.ta 

from  21  cities. 

_  The  figures  for  March  for  34  large  cities  showed  that  prices  had  increased  somewhat 
more  in  the  cities  which  are  covered  quarterly  only.  Revisions  in  the  preliminary 
indexes  for  January  and  February  for  the  cities  covered  monthly  were  necessa.r*'  be¬ 
cause  the  Quarterly  indexes  are  calculated  on  the  basis  of  prices  for  a  larger 
number  of  goods  and  services  than  the  monthly  indexes. 

2 /  Based  on  da.ta  for  56  cities 
3/  Monthly  data  not  available. 
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Tor  Immediate  Release  U.S.  Department  of  Labor 

Wednesday,  May  19,  I9U3  BUREAU  OF  LABOR  STATISTICS 

Hi  t\ 

Wa  shington 

THE  COST  OF  LIVING  AN D  RETAIL  COSTS  OF  FOOD 

MARCH  15,  I9U3 


Living  costs  of  city  workers  advanced  1.5  per  cent  in  the  month  ending 
March  15,  19U3 >  Secretary  of  Labor  Perkins  reported  today.  This  rise,  which 
occurred  prior  to  the  President’s  April  8  "hold-the-line"  order,  brought  the 
level  of  living  costs  to  122.8  per  cent  of  the  1935”39  average,  5»9  per  cent  above 
May  19*4-2,  and  21.8  per  cent  above  January  I9I4.I . 

"The  largest  increase  was  in  retail  prices  of  foods,  which  went  up  2.8  per¬ 
cent  over  the  month,  and  in  spring  clothing,"  Secretary  Perkins  said. 

"The  chief  reason  for  this  rise  in  the  cost  of  food  was  an  advance  from 
February  15  to  March  15  averaging  13.2  per  cent  in  prices  of  fresh  fruits  and 
vegetables  with  increase  of  about  I4.O  per  cent  in  cabbage,  green  beans  and  sweet 
potatoes,  of  18  per  cent  for  -white  potatoes,  and  13  per  cent  for  apples. 

"These  increases  reflected  heavy  demand  because  of  rationing  of  canned  goods, 
as  well  as  shortages  of  supply  due  to  the  cold  weather.  In  consequence  of  this 
market  situation,  prices  of  a  number  of  the  green  vegetables  were  brought  under 
OPA  price  control  on  February  23  and  2 1)..  Prices  of  fresh  fish,  which  went  up 
&.U  per  cent,  were  not  under  control  of  the  Office  of  Price  Administration, 


"The  preliminary  estimates  indicate  a  smaller  increase 
mid-March  to  mid- April.  The  final  report  for  April  will  be 
days. 


in  food  prices  from 
ready  in  about  ten 


" Tne  statistics  are  based  on  actual  selling  prices,  regardless  of  OPA. 
ceilings.  The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  report  for  March  15  takes  into  account 
recent  changes  in  food  buying  because  of  rationing  and  other  wartime  market 
conditions,  necessitating  0  delay  of  several  weeks  in  issuing  the  report. 

'Rents,  which  are  subject  to  Federal  control  in  all  cities  covered  by  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reports,  have  varied  very  little  in  most  areas,  and 
on  the  average  have  remained  unchanged  since  December,  Other  changes  include  an 
increase  between  mid-February  and  mid-March  of  1.1  per  cent  for  clothing,  0.8 
per  cent  for  miscellaneous  goods  and  services,  0.3  per  cent  for  housefurni shing s , 
and  0.2  per  cent  for  fuels,  electricity  and  ice. 

"The  changes  in  the  food  index  as  of  March  15  will  improve  the  future 
accuracy  of  the  index,  but  do  not  affect  the  figures  for  earlier  months.  The 
changes  involve  the  inclusion  of  seven  additional  foods  which  people  are 
buying  in  larger  quantities,  like  hamburger,  liver  and  corn  syrup;  changes  in 
the  importance  of  different  foods  in  the  index  because  of  reduced  supplies,  as 
in  the  case  of  canned  vegetables-,  beef  and  bananas;  and  increases  in  the  weights 
given  quotations  from  war  production  cities  because  of  their  population  growth. 


(3)  Table  2  --  PERCENTAGE  CHANGES  IN  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS 


Percent  of  change  March  lo,  191+3* 
compared  with  February  16,  191+3 


Region  and 

City 

"r - 

All 

Foods 

Cereals 

and 

Bakerv 

4/ 

Products 

. — — — .  , — __ — 

;  ;Frui'cs 

Meats  'Dairy  jEggs.  :  and 
•Prod-  :  :Vege- 

•ucts  •  -tables 

Bever 

ages 

Fats 

and 

Oils 

Sugar 

and 

Sweets 

M£F7"T7 

19U2, 

All 

Foods 

United  States 

+  2.8 

0.5 

-L 

0.9  :+  0.8  1.2  i+10.7 

4 

0.1 

+  0.2 

+  O.4 

+15*9 

New  England: 

j 

'  Boston 

+  2.8 

+ 

•5 

+ 

1.2;+  5.9 2.6;+  8.2 

•  3 

+  .2 

+  .1 

+16.3 

Bridgeport 

+  3-5 

+ 

.1 

+ 

l.9:+  .7:-  8.3  417.2 

+ 

•  3 

+  1.5 

+  .8 

+16.0 

Fall  River 

+  l+.o 

+ 

•  3 

+ 

2.2  :+  l+.i  i-  2.2  413.5 

4- 

.1 

+  *  5 

+  0 

+l6 . 8 

Manchester 

+  2.5 

+ 

•  3 

+ 

1.8 :  +  .1 1.2  I+11.3 

— 

•  7 

+  .8 

+  .5 

+16.1 

■  New  Haven 

+  2  .Lj. 

+ 

.9 

+ 

1.1+  :+  .2  3.3  ;+  9.5 

+ 

.1 

+  1.3 

+  .6 

+15.3 

Po  r 1 1 and ,  Ma  ine 

+  1.6 

4 

.b 

+ 

1.5;+.  .2:-  3.7 :+  7-7 

.. 

.6 

+  .  1 

+  .5 

+1U.8 

Providence 

+  2.3 

4 

.3 

+ 

l.o  :+  .2  j-  6.5  i+11.3 

4- 

.2 

+  .3 

+  *3 

+15o 

Middle  Atlantic: 

Buffalo 

+  2.2 

4 

.1 

+ 

.3  ;  0  i-  1.2  1+10.1+ 

0 

+  .1 

0 

+l6.2 

Newark 

+  2.8 

4 

.7 

+ 

1.1+;-  .6  2.9  :+ii.8 

- 

.1 

+  .2 

-  .2 

+17-J+ 

New  York 

+  3-U 

+ 

•  3 

+ 

1*5  •+  1.3  j—  1*1+  412.0 

4- 

.3 

+  *3 

-  *3 

+18. 5 

Philadelphia 

+  3«o 

4 

•  3 

+ 

.9  :+  .1  4  1.2  i+13.3 

0 

+  .2 

+  .7 

+15*6 

Pittsburgh 

+  2.5 

+ 

.8 

+ 

.3  ;+  .1+  1.3  ;+10. 9 

- 

.6 

0 

+  .2 

+16. 5 

Rochester 

+  2.8 

+ 

•  5 

+ 

.9  j-  .1  ;+  1.8  414.1 

0 

+  .1 

0 

+16.2 

Scranton 

+  2.2 

+ 

1.0 

+ 

.6  j  0  4  . 1  j  +  8.1+ 

0 

+  .1 

-  .3 

+16 .1+ 

East  North  Central 

• 

• 

Chicago 

+  2.9 

•  5 

+ 

•3  i+  .3r  .2i+n.o 

+ 

.1 

+  .8 

+  1.5 

+15.7 

Cincinnati 

+  3*1 

+ 

0 

+ 

.6  4  .9:+  .3410.8 

+ 

.1+ 

0 

-  .7 

+13.6 

C leveland 

+  2.6 

4- 

•  7 

+ 

•3  :+  .7  i-  -7  :+  9-7 

+ 

.1 

+  .1 

0 

+15*8 

Columbus,  Ohio 

+  2.9 

+ 

•  7 

4- 

1.0;+  .8  ;+  1+.2  j+12.8 

4~ 

1.0 

0 

-  .5 

+ 1 '/  0  0 

Detroit 

+  2.6 

- 

.1 

+ 

.8  !+  .3  3*5  i+11.1 

+ 

lob 

0 

+  .9 

+11+.1+ 

Indianapolis 

+  2.7 

+ 

•  5 

0  ;+  .9:-  .6413.5 

+ 

•3 

. 7 

+  .3 

+11.6 

Milwaukee 

+  2.2 

4- 

•3 

0  <+  ,7  ;—  «2  4  9 .1+ 

0 

•  3 

0 

+15*5 

Peoria 

+  2.8 

4* 

.1 

+ 

.6  :+  .1+  4  1.8  i+10.3 

4- 

1.0 

•If 

+  2.3 

+13*9 

Springfield, Ill. 

+  3«6 

+ 

1.0 

+ 

1  -1+  :+  .1  2.1+  1+12.7 

4- 

.2 

.9 

+  .  1 

+13-7 

West  North  Central 

Cedar  Rapids 

+  2.5 

+ 

.2 

h 

l-l  i+  1.2  1+  2.5  :+  7.5 

+ 

.1 

.2 

0 

+12.9 

Kansas  City 

+  3-3 

4" 

•  7 

.3  j+  1*.9  :+  -i  i+10.3 

— 

.1 

•3 

+  *5 

+1I+.8 

Minneapolis 

+  1.8 

0 

h 

.2  :+  1.0  4  1.1  ;+  7.8 

0 

.6 

+  .1 

+13-1+ 

Omaha 

+  2.0 

4- 

•  5 

.1 :+  .9  4  3.1  ;+  8.7 

4- 

•  3 

•  3 

+  .9 

+13-6 

St.  Louis 

+  3-3 

4- 

•  3 

.8  :+  2.1 ;-  1.3  i+11.5 

+ 

•  3 

•  3 

-  .1 

+13.0 

St .  Paul 

+  1.8 

+ 

.3 

.8  4  1.0  4  .3  4  6.9 

+ 

.1 

0 

0 

+11+.7 

Wichita 

+  2.1 

.1 

1.6  4  .8  3»U  •+  7-b 

4- 

.2 

0 

+  1.6 

+  16.9 

TABLE  1  —  Indexes  of  Retoil  Costs  of  Food  in  51  Large  Cities  Combined,  l/  (2) 

by  Commodity  Groups,  in  Specified  Months 
5-Year  Average  1935**39  =  100 


Commodity  Group 

m3 

T3C? 

mm- 

1Q7Q 

Mar.  16  Feb.  16 

Sept .  16 

May  12 

Mar.  17 

-  --  - 

Jan .  II4. 

Aug.  15 

All  Foods 

137  .4 

133.6 

126.6 

121.6 

113.6 

97.3 

93.5 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

107.0 

106.5 

105  -it 

105.2 

10U.8 

94.9 

93  0 

Meats 

137.3 

136.1 

130.6 

12!+.  3 

120.5 

101.1 

95.7 

Beef  and  veal 

129-6 

126.9 

12:6.0 

124.1 

119.7 

109.  4 

99.6 

Pork 

126.4 

126.3 

124.0 

123.2 

117.5 

86.0 

88.0 

Lamb 

137-4 

137.1 

133.7 

118.2 

103.7 

98.7 

96. 8 

Chickens 

14-9 

143  .4 

133.7 

113. 1.i. 

112.2 

97.2 

9l;.6 

Fish, fresh  and  canned 

203.9 

193.0- 

168.2 

160.9 

153.9 

118.7 

99.6 

Dai2'y  Products 

137.0 

139.9 

127.7 

123.3 

121.7 

105.1 

93.1 

Eggs 

li.i2.li 

144.1 

155.2 

116  .1; 

112.1 

97.!+ 

90.7 

Fruits  and  Vegetables 

16U.9 

I48.9 

129.7 

128.7 

123  .4 

93.3 

924 

Fresh 

172.9 

152.8 

130.3 

130.0 

123.7 

93.  4 

92.8 

Canned 

131.7 

131.7 

123.8 

122.7 

120.8 

91.!+ 

91.6  ‘ 

Dried 

157.0 

156.5 

171.2 

127.9 

99.6 

90.3 

Beverages 

12U.9 

124.3 

123.8 

124.6 

119.6 

90.9 

94.9 

Fats  and  oils 

126.  k 

126.1 

120.7 

122.  4 

116.6 

30.3 

84.5 

Sugar  and  sweets 

- - + - — - ; - - - ■ - 

127.9 

127.4 

127.0 

127.1 

128.5 

950 

95.6 

l7  Preliminary. 


TABLE  1-A  Percentage  Changes  in  Average  Retail  Food  Costs 


Commodity  Group 

Liwy 

1942 

mao 

1939 

Feb.  16 

Sept.  15 

May  12 

Ma  r .  17 

Jan.  14 

Aug.  15 

All  Foods 

+  2.8 

+  8.5 

+13.0 

+15.9 

+40.5 

+  47.0 

Cereals  and  be.kery  products 

+  .5 

+  1.5 

+  1.7 

+  2.1 

+12.8 

V  1.4.6 

Me  at.  s 

+  .9 

+  5.1 

+10.5 

+16.9 

+35.8 

+  43-5 

Beef  and  veal 

+  .5 

+  2.9 

+  4.4 

+  8.3 

+18,5 

+  30.1 

Po  rk 

+  .1 

+  1.9 

+  2.6 

+  7.6 

+47.0 

+  24-3.6 

Lamb 

+  .2 

+  2.3 

+16.2 

+26 , 4 

+39,2 

+  39-1 

Chi  cken  s 

+  1.0 

+  8.4 

+27.8 

+29 . 1 

+49  *  1 

+  53.2 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

+  5.6 

+21.2 

+35 .  l 

+28.3  • 

+71.8 

+104.7 

Dairy  Products 

+  .3 

+  7.3 

+11.1 

+12.6 

*30 .4 

+  47.2 

Eggs 

-  1.2 

-  8.2 

*23 .4 

+27.0 

+64-6.2 

+  57.0 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

+10.7 

+27.1 

+28.1 

+33.6 

+76.7 

+  73.5 

Fresh 

+13.2 

+32.7 

+53  •  0 

+39.8  . 

+35.1 

+  86.3 

Canned 

+  .3 

+  6  1, 

y  4.'  •  Lj. 

+  7.3 

+  9.0 

+<44 . 1 

+  43  •  8 

Dried 

+  .3 

+  9.5 

+19.7 

+22.8 

+57.6 

+  73.9 

Beverages 

+  .  1 

+  .9 

+  .2 

+  4.4 

+37.4 

+  31.6 

Fats  and  oils 

+  .2 

+  4.7 

+  3.3 

+  3.2 

+57.4 

+  49.6 

Sugar  end  sweets 

- — . . . . .  . . .  - . - — — - 

+  .4 

- - 

+  .7 

+  .6 

-  .5 

+34.2 

+  53.8 

Table  2  —  PERCENTAGE  CHANGES  IN  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  (Cont»d)  (h) 


Percent  of  change  March  l6,  I9h5, 
compared  with  February  l6,  19il3 


Region  and 

City 

All 

Foods 

Cereals 

and 

Bakery 

Products 

Meats 

!  ,‘Fruits 

Dairy  -Eggs  |  and 
Prod-  !  jVege- 

ucts  *  i  tables 

Sever-1 

ages 

Fats 

and 

Oils 

Sugar 

and 

Sweets 

Wr.  17 

19U2, 

All 

Foods 

South  Atlantic: 

Atlanta 

+ 

3*5 

+ 

.8  * 

4* 

1.0 

+ 

•5  r 

i^.2  ;+18.3 

4- 

•  3 

4- 

.2 

- 

.6 

+16.3 

Baltimore 

+ 

b-b 

+ 

+ 

2.1 

- 

*3  r 

1.2  :+15«8 

- 

.8 

+ 

1, 

•H- 

+ 

*5 

4-I7.I 

Charleston,  S.C* 

+ 

2.2 

+ 

.8 

0 

- 

.1 

U-o  ;4-ii  3 

4- 

*3 

- 

.1 

4- 

.1 

4-11.6 

Jacksonville 

+ 

k-2 

4 

•9 

4- 

1.8 

.8 

.  8.  ,;+i6 

- 

3*1 

4- 

.1 

4- 

1*3 

+17.5 

'  Norfolk  l/ 

+ 

2  •  6 

4 

1.0 

+ 

■U 

- 

.2  j- 

U.0  : 4-12. 5 

4- 

.1 

•7 

4 

.2 

+11+.0 

Richmond"" 

4 

2.3 

+ 

1*5 

0 

- 

.1 

3.1  : 4-12. 3 

- 

*3 

- 

.1 

0 

+14.7 

Savannah 

+ 

2.7 

4- 

.2 

+ 

*7 

4- 

•  3 

0,7  14- 13. 6 

4- 

l.i 

4- 

.2 

- 

*3 

+15*9 

Washington, D.C . 

4. 

3.6 

4- 

1.0 

4- 

1.1 

- 

.2  i- 

i|.  0  *4-12 .6 

4- 

*3 

4- 

*5 

4- 

.1 

+15*7 

Winston-Salem 

+ 

]+.o 

4- 

1*9 

4- 

*5 

4- 

3*2 

3*3  j+17.1 

- 

.2 

4- 

•  3 

- 

•3 

416.2 

East  South  Central 

-• 

Birmingham 

+ 

2  ,b 

4- 

1.2 

+ 

l.U 

4- 

.1 

U.i : 4-11. 2 

- 

*3 

4- 

.2 

0 

+lb-b 

Jackson 

4 

1.3 

4- 

.1 

+ 

2.3 

4- 

1.0 

ti.i  •+  3.U 

4 

1.2 

4- 

.6 

0 

4-21.0 

Knoxville 

4- 

it. 8 

4 

1.6 

4- 

1.6 

+ 

J  ,  .  c;  L 

2.2  i+17.7 

- 

.8 

4 

.2 

0 

4-20.1 

Louisville 

+ 

2.8 

4* 

1.1  ' 

0 

4- 

.2  2 

2.6  •  4-  1I4 .  Q 

0 

4 

.6 

4- 

*9 

4-11,1 

Memphis 

4- 

3.7 

4- 

1.1 

4- 

2.5 

4- 

.2 

li.8  :+lU*7 

- 

1*5 

4- 

.6 

0 

4-22.9 

Mobile 

4- 

3.7 

4* 

.5 

4- 

2.3 

4- 

•b  j- 

2.0  : 4-16.U 

0 

0 

0 

+11.4 

West  South  Central 

*’ 

Dallas 

4- 

3.9 

4- 

4- 

2.9 

4 

.1 

2.9  : 4-i5.i1 

0 

4- 

.2 

4- 

i*7 

+16.2 

Houston 

4- 

3.5 

4- 

.6 

4- 

2.1 

+ 

2.0  j- 

2.8  : 4-11. 9 

4- 

.7 

4- 

.7 

- 

*3 

+4.5 

Little  Rock  - 

4- 

k-5 

4- 

.3 

4- 

.2 

4" 

J4..9  - 

5* 5  1+19-9 

- 

.9 

- 

.2 

0 

4-1I4..I). 

New  Orleans  • 

4- 

U.2 

+ 

.3 

4- 

i*3 

4- 

3.0 

3.1 :  t-16.0 

— 

.1 

+ 

.1 

0 

+19*7 

Mountain: 

Butte 

4- 

1.3 

4- 

*3 

4- 

1.5 

0  r- 

6.5 :+  b»5 

4- 

.1 

0 

0 

4-12.8 

Denver 

4- 

2.5 

4* 

.2 

4- 

.1 

4- 

.2  j- 

1.6  ;+•  9*3 

4- 

.2 

0 

0 

+16.6 

Salt  Lake  City 

4- 

1.9 

- 

.1 

4- 

.6 

4- 

.7  ;+ 

7.6  ;+  4.0 

4- 

•  3 

— 

•U 

— 

*3 

+17.6 

Pacific : 

Los  Angeles 

4- 

2.b 

4- 

'*5 

4- 

1.2 

4- 

.1  :+ 

7.0  ‘4-  5.2 

- 

*5 

- 

•  5 

4- 

*7 

+4.3 

Portland,  Or eg , 

4- 

1.0 

- 

•3 

4- 

*9 

4* 

.2  !- 

U-5:+  b-2 

- 

.2 

4- 

.1 

0 

4-iU*  5 

San  Francisco 

4- 

i-b 

+ 

*5 

0 

4- 

*5  r 

1.U-+  5-2 

4- 

.2 

4- 

.1 

- 

.1 

4-17*9 

Seattle 

+ 

.6 

+ 

.1 

0 

*■ 

.  ! 

1.3  :+  3*o 

0 

4- 

.1 

4- 

1.8 

+1U.2 

l/  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News. 


TABLE  3-AVERAGE  PRICES  OE  FOOD 
In  56  Cities  Combined 
For  January,  February  and  March  1943 
And  Percentage  Change 


(Revised  Prices  for  January  and  February) 


Average  Prices .1/ 


Commodity 

Jan, 12 

1943 

Rev, 

Feb. 16 

1943 

Rev, 

■Mar, 16 

5  1943 

1 

1 

1 

♦ 

1 

1 

1 

Feb.K 

!  1943 
to 

Mar .  If 
1943 

Cents 

Cents 

ICents 

» 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY 

PRODUCTS ; 

l 

% 

< 

Cereals : 

» 

« 

Flour,  wheat 

10 

pounds 

57,0 

59,1 

160,0 

;  /  1.5 

Macaroni 

pound 

14.2 

14.2 

•  14.6 

/  2.8 

♦Wheat  cereal 

28 

ounces 

24.0 

24*1 

•24.1 

0 

Corn  flakes 

8 

ounces 

7.0 

7.0 

: 

0 

Corn  meal 

pound 

5.1 

5.3 

:  5.4 

/  1.9 

♦  Rice 

do 

!  12.7 

12.8 

:i2.8 

0 

Rolled  oats 

do 

!  8.8 

8.9 

:  8.9 

0 

♦Flour,  pancake 

20 

ounces 

2/ 

10.5 

:io,5 

0 

Bakery  products; 

4 

1 

Bread,  white 

pound 

8.8 

8.8 

:  e.8 

0 

Bread  whole  wheat 

do 

9.7 

9.7 

'  9.7 

0 

Bread, rye 

do 

9.8 

9.8 

•  9.8 

0 

Vanilla  cookies 

do 

28.1 

28.1 

•28,8 

/  2.5 

Soda  crackers 

do 

17.5 

17.5 

•  17.6 

/  #6 

MEATS : 

4 

t 

Beef; 

1 

4 

Round  steak. 

pound 

45.1 

45.2 

145.6 

/  .9 

Rib  roast 

do 

35.6 

35.8 

1 36 ,0 

/  .6 

Chuck  roast 

do 

30.7 

30.9 

.'31.4 

/  1.6 

♦  Stew  meat 

do 

y 

35.5 

>35,6 

/  .3 

Liver 

do 

1/ 

37.4 

.37,5 

/  .3 

Hamburger 

do 

y 

33.1 

133.2 

/  «3 

Veal; 

I 

Cutlets 

do 

55.3 

55.6 

•55.5 

-  .2 

♦Roast, boned  and 

rolled 

do 

y 

36.7 

|36.6 

-  .3 

Pork; 

1 

Chops 

do 

43.2 

43.4 

‘43.5 

/ 

Bacon,  sliced 

dp 

42.8 

43.0 

J43.2 

/  .5 

Ham,  sliced 

do 

60.7 

60.8 

•61.0 

/  -3 

Ham,  whole 

do 

39.0 

39,1 

•39,1 

0 

Salt  pork 

do 

24.0 

24.1 

•24.1 

0 

♦Liver 

do 

y 

24.1 

>24,1 

0 

♦  Saris  age 

do 

y, 

38.2 

*  38,3 

/  .3 

♦Bologna 

do 

1/ 

33.4 

*  33 ,5 

/  .3 

Lamb; 

1 

Leg 

do 

39.1 

39.2 

(39.5 

/  *8 

Rib  chops 

do 

47.9 

48.2 

148.4 

4 

/  .4 

Percentage'  Change  From 


1942 
to 

Tar . 1( 

1943 


:/io.^ 
:/  3.5 
;/  .4 
:  o 

:/  8.o 

:/  2.4 

;/2.3 

I  y 

:/  i.i 

:/  2.i 

V  1.0 
:/  e.? 
:/  6.o 


:/  3.2 

!/  3.7 

:/  4.7 
!  2/ 


:  ZJ 

I 

:/  i.i 

;  U 

.  /  .9 

:/  5.6 

!/  2.3 

7  2.1 
7  1.3 
:  2/ 

:  ^ 

:  ^ 

7  2.8 


May  12 

1942 
to 

Mar, 16 

1943 


/16.3 

/  2.8 

0 

-  2.8 

/14.9 
/  4.1 
/  3.5 

U 

/  1.1 
/  2.1 
/  1.0 

/  4.0 
/  7.3 


1  3.2 
1  5.9 

/  8.7 
2/ 
2/ 
y 

/  3.5 

y 

/  *7 
/  9.9 
/  3.7 
/  3.4 

y 

% 

/IS  *9 
/17.2 


Mar. 17 

1942 
to 

Mar . 16 

1943 


/15.6 

/  2.8 

0 

-  4.1 

/14.9 
/  7.6 
/  6.0 

y 

/  i.i 
/  2.1 
/2.1 
/  6.3 
/  7.3 


/  8.6 
/  9.8 
/  9.8 

2/ 

£/ 

y 

/  6.3 

y 

/  8.8 
/12.5 
/  5.7 
/  5.7 
/  5.7 
2/ 

y, 

y  • 

/25.0 

/29.1 


Jan.  14 

1941 

to 

Mar.l6 

1943 


/44.9 
/  5.8 

/  2.6 

-  1.4 

/28.6 

yfe2.o 

/25.4 

y 

/12.8 
/11.5 
/  8.9 
/14.7 
/17.3 


/1B.1 

/14.3 

/24.6 

1/ 

2/ 

y 

/22.8 

y 

/49.5 

/43.5 

/35.3 

/49.2 

/44.3 

2/ 

y 

/42.1 

/38.3 


*  Not  included  in  the  index, 

_l/  March  averages  are  computed  by  using  the  latest  available  information  concerning  city 

population  and  sales  volume  in  independent  and  chain  stores,  and  in  supermarkets,  January 
and  February  prices  have  been  revised  for  comparability  with  March,  and  vary  slightly  from 
previously  published  figures.  The  differences  are  small  for  the  U.S.  average  exceeding  $ 
for  only  5  foods  in  January  1943. 
y  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1943, 
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TABLE  3— AVERAGE  PRICES  OF  FOOD 
In  56  Cities  Combined 
For  January,  February  and  March  1943 

And  Percentage  Change  (Cont’d) 


( Rev 

ised  Pm 

oes  for 

January 

and  February) 

Averag 

Prices  1/ 

Percentage  C 

ange  from 

Jan. 12 

Feb. 16 

Mar. 16 

Feb. 16 

;  Sept, 15  >May  12 

Mar. 17 

Jan. 14 

Commodity  • 

1943 

1943 

1943 

1943 

I  1942 

1942 

1942 

1941 

Rev. 

Rev. 

to 

•  to 

!  to 

to 

to 

Mar. 16 

;  Mar.  16 

;Mar.  16 

Mar,  16 

Mar.  16 

/ 

1943 

I  1943 

;  1943 

1943 

1943 

* 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

. 

i 

i 

i 

MEATS:  ( CONTINUED ) 

i 

j 

♦ 

i 

i 

€ 

Pou ltry: 

» 

l 

• 

• 

1 

Roasting  chickens 

■  pound 

1-44,4 

45.7 

46.3 

/  1.3 

:  /  8.9 

i/23.3 

/29.7 

/48.9 

Fish; 

1 

( 

« 

Fish(  fresh, frozen) 

pound 

3/ 

U 

3/ 

/  8.4 

:  /14.1 

:/28.7 

/17.9 

/51.6 

Salmon,  pink  16 

oz .  can 

22.5 

23.2 

23.1 

-  .4 

:  /  6.o 

:/  6.o 

/  7.9 

/47.1 

♦Salmon, red 

do 

40.4 

41.7 

40.9 

-  1.2 

i  +  -7 

:/  2.2 

/  4.3 

/54.9 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

~  - 

i 

i 

Butter 

pound 

55.6 

56,0 

56.2 

1  4 

T  •  r 

!  /11.1 

:/23.0 

/33.2 

4-7.9 

Cheese 

do 

37,1 

37.7 

38.2 

/  1.3 

:  /li  .4 

:/i2.4 

/  9.5 

/4l  .5 

Milk,fresh(  delivered) 

quart 

15.2 

15.4 

15.6 

/  1.3 

j  /  4.o 

■'/  4.7 

/  3.3 

/20.0 

Milk, fresh( grocery ) 

do 

13.9 

14.2 

14,3 

/  .7 

:  /  5.9 

:/  5.9 

/  5.1 

/20.2 

Milk,fresh( av, retail) 

do 

14.8 

15.0 

15.1 

/  .7 

:  /  4.i 

:/  4.9 

/  3.4 

/18.9 

Milk, evaporated  14-§- 

oz .  can 

9.7 

10.1 

10.2 

/  1.0 

:  /14.6 

■4-7.2 

/15.9 

/43.7 

EGGS; 

i 

« 

' 

Eggs,  fresh  4 / 

dozen  :59.0 

I 

50.9 

50.3 

-  1.2 

i  -  8.2 

i/23.4 

/27.0 

7^46.2 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

; 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables; 

1 

1 

Fresh  fruits; 

1 

» 

• 

Apples 

pound 

•  7.6 

7.9 

8.9 

/12.7 

:  />3.5 

1/18.7 

/43.5 

/71.2 

Bananas 

do 

10,9 

10.6 

10.7 

/  .9 

:  /  3.9 

:-io.8 

/  9.2 

/62.1 

Oranges 

dozen 

38.1 

37.2 

39.4 

/  5.9 

■  /  .8 

:/25.5 

/36.3 

/44.3 

♦Grapefruit 

each 

6.4 

6.0 

6.8 

-  4.2 

!  -27.7 

;/  7.9 

4l.7 

5/ 

Fresh  vegetables: 

1 

i 

Beans,  green 

pound 

19.7 

13.9 

26.7 

/41.3 

i/130.2 

;/99.3 

/25.4 

/90.7 

Cabbage 

do 

5.7 

6.6 

9.3 

/40.9 

:/l38,5 

/106.7 

•426.8 

/173.5 

Carrots 

bunch 

8.5 

9.0 

9.2 

/  2.2 

:/  33.3 

‘/39.4 

/39.4 

/53.3 

Lettuce 

head 

13.5 

14.0 

14.2 

/  1.4 

/  13.6 

i/54.3 

/44.9 

/69.0 

Onions 

pound 

5.6 

6.2 

7.1 

/14.5 

/  57.8 

;/  4.4 

-  6.6 

7 .2 

Potatoes  15 

pounds 

54.5 

58.8 

69.6 

/18.4 

/  44.1 

5/31.3 

/44.7 

/l38,/- 

cpinach 

pound  j 

11.9 

12.4 

12.9 

/  4.0 

/  20.6 

i/74.3 

/84.3 

/7C  7 

ft-  •  / 

Sweetpotai oes 

do  j 

6.4 

7.1 

9.7  i 

/36.6 

/  51.6 

:/79.6 

/94.0 

/94.0 

♦Eeets 

bunch 

2/ 

9.4 

11.9 

/26.6 

2/ 

:  2/ 

y 

y 

canned  fruits  and  vegetables; 

J 

Canned  fruits: 

1 

i 

Peaches  No. 

2-§-  can 

25.8 

26.1 

26.3  j 

/  «8 

/  9.6 

5/12.9 

/14.3 

/59.4 

Pineapple 

do 

29.0 

29.2 

29.3 

/  .3 

r/  3.5 

;/  8.1 

/II  ,4 

/40.2 

Grapefruit  juice— No. 

2  can 

13.5 

13.6 

13.8 

j 

- - - i 

/  1.5. 

/II  #3 

;/40.8 

/39.4 

5/ 

ZJ 

Net  included  in  the  index. 

Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1943, 
Composite  price  not  computed. 

Percentage  change  computed  on  the  index. 
Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  1941. 


March  averages  are  computed  by  using  the  latest  available  information  concerning  city 
population  and  sales  volume  in  independent  and  chain  stores,  and  in  Supermarkets •  January 
and  February  prices  have  been  revised  for  comparability  with  March,  and  vary  slightly  from 
previously  published  figures.  The  differences  are  small  for  the  U.S.  average  exceeding  -jy  <f: 
for  only  5  foods  in  January,  1943, 
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SABLE  ^  „  AVERAGE  PRICES  OF  FOOL 
In  56  Cities  Combined 
For  January,  February  and  March  1943 
And  Percentage  Change  (Cont’d) 
(Revised  Prices  for  January  and  February) 


Commodity 


FRUITS  AND  TO GE TABLE’S:  (Contiti) 
Canned  vegetables ; 


Beans,  green 

Corn 

Fcas 

Tomatoes 

♦Soup,  vegetable 


No*  2  can 
do 
do 
do 

11-os,  can 


Dried  fruits  and  Vegetables; 
Dried  fruits ; 


Prunes  pound 

Dried  vegetables; 

Navy  beans  pound 

♦Soup,  dehydrated 

Chicken  noodle  ounce 


BEVERAGES  • 

Coffee  ^  pound 

-ba  4  pound' 

♦Cocoa  o-  pound 


FATS  AND  OILS; 


lard 

pound 

Shortening  other  than 

lard 

In  cartons 

pound 

In  other  containers 

do 

Salad  dressing 

pint 

Ole  ora ar gar  ine 

pound 

Peanut  butter 

do 

*Oil,  cooking  or  salad 

pint 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS ; 

Sugar 

pound 

Corn  sirup 

24' 

ounces 

♦Molasses 

IS 

ounces 

♦Apple  butter 

l6 

ounces 

Average^ 

Prices 

1/ 

Percentage 

,  Change 

from 

Jan, 12 

Feb, lb 

Mar .To 

Fc 

b.lb 

Septa' 

'N;ayl2  I 

'af  .1/ 

Jan, 14 

1943 

1943 

1943 

1943 

1942 

1942 

1942 

1941 

Rev, 

P.ev, 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

Mar .  lo 

Max*.  16 

Mar, l6 

Par. 16 

.!■  hr ,  Id 

l  Q4R 

17/48. 

...1943  . 

1  C  A? 

!  p+T.  >  - 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

14.8  ’ 

13.0 

15.2 

1.3 

■/1Q.9 

7  8.6 

/ll,8 

/52.0 

14,0 

14,1 

14.2 

J. 

h 

•  / 

7  6«e 

r  9.2 

/IO.5 

j02.1T 

15.2 

lp.3 

15.5 

/ 

— 

1.3 

r5*  6,2 

-  1.9 

-  .6 

7,17.4 

12,3 

2/  • 

12,5 
12.9  * 

12.3 

13.0 

+, 

Jm 

/ 

.8* 

.8 

/10.3 

l! 

/  5.3 
V 

/  7*£ 

U 

/52.4 

y 

0 

J,  ■  «  J) 

l6.6 

16,7 

1 

/ 

4 

.4 

/l2*8 

/55.3 

Ml.  5 

rl  4.0 

5.6 

3.7 

9.8 

7 

1,0 

/  h 

r  /•/ 

r  3.9 

/  8.9. 

^50,8 

?  ! 
tJ 

3.9 

3.8 

0 

y 

y 

y 

y 

29.7 

29.9 

30,1 

1 

/ 

,7 

1 4.9 

±  4.2 

/  7.9 

/49.4 

21.2 

21,3 

21.2 

— 

.5 

-  3.4 

_  ^.4 

r— 

-  O 

Mo.  5 

9.2 

9.2 

9.1 

0 

-10.8 

-10,8 

-  9.0 

0 

19.2 

19.2 

19.3 

1 

i 

.5 

y£ll  .6 

/  7.8 

/16.3 

7l07.3 

19.8 

19.9 

20.0  * 

1 

/ 

•  5 

7  2.6 

/  1.0 

/  3.6 

7  77.0 

C.*r  * 

OA  A 

v  9  —  r 

24.4 

0 

0 

-  5.4 

-  3.2 

7  33.3 

'  25,1 

25.1 

25.2 

/ 

— 

.4 

0 

-  .3 

*7  2,0 

i  25.4 

22.5 

22.3 

23.3 

1 

2.2 

7  4.0 

7  4.0 

r  3.9 

r  43.4 

31.2 

31.5 

32.0 

/ 

/  Z 

1.6 

/15.1 

A9.o 

/36.8 

7  78t8 

2/ 

30.1 

30.2 

/ 

•  J 

y 

y 

y 

y 

6.9 

6.9 

6,9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7  35.3 

13.2 

15.2 

15.4 

1 

1.3 

7  2.0 

7  4.1 

7  6.9 

7  13.2 

15.3 

13.5 

15.0 

0 

/  4.7 

r*  /  *0 

/  9.3 

7  16.4 

y 

13.7 

13.7 

0 

y 

y 

V 

y 

y 


2 / 


Not  included  in  the  index. 


‘March  averages  are  computed  using  the  latest  available 
ano.  sales  volume  in  independent  and  chain  stores,  and 
prices  have. been  revised  for  comparability  -with  March, 
pur; lashed  figures.  The  differences  are  small  for  the 
5  foods  ir  January  1943, 

Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1943. 


information  concerning  city  population 
in  supermarkets.  January  and  February 
and  vary  slightly  from  previously 
U*S,  average,  exceeding  Rd  for  only 


TABLE  6--Indexes  of  the  Average  Retail  Cost  of  All  Foods  by  Cities,  l/ 
March  16,  19+3  and  Feb.  16,  1963  and  March  17,  19.69 


(8) 


(1935-39  = 

=  100) 

r  ,  .  1  9 jr 

3 

TT 

ITS - 

2/  Mar.  16 

.  Feb .  16 

Sept .  15 

Mar.  17 

United  States 

13?  .6 

135.6 

126.6 

— - - - - - 

110.6 

New  England 

« 

• 

Boston 

13U.1 

130.6 

124.!.;. 

115.3 

Bridgeport 

137.6 

132.9 

127.1 

118.6 

Fall  River 

138.0 

132.7 

125.7 

118.2 

Manchester 

137.8 

136.6 

126.8 

118.7 

New  Haven 

136.1 

132.9 

126.2 

118.0 

Portland,  Maine 

!  1-3U.U 

132.3 

125.8 

117.1 

Providence 

135.3 

I32.3 

126.3 

117.3 

Middle  Atlantic 

Buffalo 

li.j.1 .2 

138.1 

127.6 

121.5 

Newark 

139.1 

135.3 

126.0 

118. 5 

New  York 

138.0 

133.6 

125.2 

116.5 

Philadelphia 

133.5 

12Q.6 

123.9 

115.5 

Pittsburgh 

137.2 

133.8 

125.9 

117.8 

Rochester 

137.6 

133.8 

125.2 

118.1+ 

Scranton 

136.9 

134.0 

125.6 

117.6 

East  North  Central 

Chi cago 

135.9 

132.1 

126.9 

117.5 

Cincinnati  ! 

135.1 

131.1 

126.9 

II8.9 

Cleveland 

139.5 

135.9 

127.3 

120.5 

Columbus 

130.2 

126.5 

119.6 

115.2 

Detroit 

135.7 

132.5 

126.7 

118.6 

Indianapolis 

154.8 

131.2 

127.1 

120.8 

Milwaukee 

13U.0 

131.1 

121.0 

116.0 

Peori  a 

li+0 , 8 

136.9 

150.7 

123.6 

Springfield,  Ill. 

li+1.3 

136.6 

130.2 

12!+.  3 

We  s t  No r th  Cen tr a 1 

Cedar  Rapids  3/ 

136.3 

153.0 

121.2 

120.7 

Kansas  City 

133.7 

129.6 

120.7 

116.5 

Minneapolis 

133.0 

150.7 

123.3 

117.3 

Omaha 

132.6 

129.8 

123.2 

116.5 

St.  Louis 

138.9 

136.6 

126.7 

122.9 

St .  Paul 

132.1 

129.8 

120.8 

115.2 

Wichita  3/ 

1 

166  .'6 

I4I.0 

132.0 

123.7 

1/  Aggregate  costs  of  6l  foods  in  each  city,  weighted  to  represent  total 
purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower-salaried  workers,  have 
been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of  population  weights 
Primary  use  is  for  time  to  time  comparisons  rather  than  place  to  place 
comparisons. 

2/  Preliminary. 

3/  Indexes  based  on  June  I9I+O  equals  100.0. 


(9) 


TABLE  [(.“Indexes  of  the  Average  Retail  Cost  of  All  Foods  by  Cities  l/  cont’d. 
March  16,  1963  and  Feb.  l6,  I9JL4.3  °nd  March  17,  1 9[P 

(1935-79  =  100) 

I  9  U"3 


Region  and  City 


South  Atlantic 
Atlanta. 

Baltimore 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
Ja  cksonville 
Norfolk  [(./ 

Ri  chrnon  d 
Savannah 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Winston-Salem  3/ 

East  South  Central 
Birmingham 
Jackson  3/ 
Knoxville-  3/ 
Louisville  — 

Memph i s 
Mobile 

West  South  Central 
Dallas 
Houston 
Little  Rock 
New  Orleans 

Mountain 
Butte 
Den  ve  r 

Salt  Lake  City 

Pacifi  c 

Los  Angeles 
Portland,  Greg. 

San  Francisco 
Seattle 


1"  9  6  9 


Mar .  16 

Feb.  16 

Sept.  15 

Mar.  17 

V.W 

—-0 

• 

1 

133.1 

125.9 

118.6 

166.0 

137.9 

131.2 

123.0 

133.7 

130.8 

126.6 

119.8 

1U6 . 0 

1 — 1 

• 

0 

-t- 

r — 1 

134.2 

124.3 

166.5 

140.9 

131.9 

126.7 

135.8 

132.8 

126.2 

118.6 

115 . 1 

161.3 

133.3 

125.2 

136.9 

132.2 

128.1 

118. 3 

136.5 

129.7 

119.8 

115.7 

136.8 

131.7 

125 .3 

117.8 

153.5 

151.5 

161.0 

•  126.9 

169.7 

162.8 

134.2 

124.6 

132.6 

129.0 

126.2 

119.3 

166.8 

139.6 

129*7 

117.8 

165.6 

I60.6 

133.9 

130.7 

13.4.3 

129.2 

123.7 

115.6 

142. 7 

137.9 

130.8 

126.6 

137.4 

131.5 

129.2 

120.1 

153.2 

147.0 

135.9 

128.0 

177  V 

LJy  *5 

131.8 

126.6 

118.3 

177.2 

133.9 

126.8 

117.7 

16-l.X 

138.5 

130.1 

120.0 

162.8 

139.5 

I  77  Q 

;  •  y 

124.9 

LOv 

• 

CO 

-4. 

1 — 1 

167.0 

161.2 

129.7 

163.7 

161.7 

133.5 

121.9 

144.7 

143.9 

137 .3 

126.7 

2./  Aggregate  costs  of  6l  foods  m  each  city,  weighted  to  represent  total 
purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower- salaried  workers,  have 
k°en  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of  population  weights 

Primary  use  is  for  time  to  time  comparisons  rather  than  place  to  place 
comparison . 

2/  Preliminary. 

3/  Indexes  based  on  June  I94O  equals  100.0. 

4/  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News. 


*  u.  o.  vjhr  AilTMiUlM  T  UJJ  LAB  OH 

BUREAU  OF  LAB  OH  STATISTICS 
Washington 

DESCRIPTION  OF  CHANGES  IN  THE  3.L.S.  COST  OF  LIVING  INDEX 

AS  OF  MARCH  15,  1943 

i'ebruflrv’tn  °f  Lab°r  Statistios  ’  estimate  of  the  change  in  living  costs  from 

to  ta'U  iho  T?r°r«es  revisions  ln  the  f°°d  cost  index  which  were  designed 

change^  in  i!“  U  ®"f®CtS  °n  con™eT  buying  of  rationing  and  other  war-time 

t‘  f  "  ,  upp!y  of  foods  as  well  as  the  effects  of  recent  shifts  in  t,  emulation 

to  war  production  centers.  J  ] 

d1d  The  reTi'ions do  Rot  affect  the  level  of  the  indexes  for  previous  months  and 
1.1  *  appreciably  affect  the  movement  of  the  food  cost  index  from  February  to 

nuted’foAU  er  °°  d6St  ltS  effect  the  index  for  several  important  cities  was  coP- 
lT-t  fL”  ?n  the  ,JaPis  of  the  llst  of  commodities  and  weights  Previously 

o  .  ,  .  „  ;  e  ln  “*ovc.jnent  pi.  Ae  two  indexes  was  m  every  instance  negligible 

onlv'  Ur11?”  °f  th°  lnd0Z  wil1  affect  measurements  of  living  costs  significantly 
“  f  U  adonf'er  period  of  time  and  will  serve  to  insure  its  future  accuracy  in  ‘ 
ejecting  the  consumer  market  conditions  characteristic  of  the  war  reriod. 

The  changes  made  were: 

1.  Seven  foods  were  added  to  the  index.  They  are:  rolled  oats,  beef  liver, 
hamburger ,  sliced  ham  and  corn  strut.  which  are  now  being  bought  in  larger  auantities 

an  before  rationing  and  food  shortages— and  grapefruit  juice  and  canned  green  beans, 

ar®  Ulne  lncluded  to  provide  more  complete  representation  of  canned  fruits 
ana  vegetables. 

,  a  The  quantity  weights  of  27  foods  have  been  reduced  in  line  with  antici¬ 

pated.  194,.,  supplies  which  will  be  available  to  civilian  consumers  under  rationing 
restrictions,  including  raost  cuts  of  beef— round  steak,  beef  rib  roast  and  chuck" 
roast,  vea  ;  lamb;  frozen  and  fresh  fish,  and  uink  salmon;  butter;  fresh  a, -pules  and 
ananas;  several  fresh  vegetables— cabbage,  carrots ,  lettuce  and  spinach;  canned 
peacies,  pineapple,  corn,  peas,  tomatoes;  dried  prunes  and  navy  beans;  coffee  and 
tea,  shortening  other  than  la.rd,  corn  meal  and  sugar. 

The  relative  importance  of  25  foods  wa.s  increased,  including  the 
cereals— white,  whole  wheat  and  rye  bread;  macaroni,  corn  flakes,  vanilla  cookies 
and  soda  crackers;  most  pork  products— pork  chons,  sliced  bacon,  whole  ham  and  salt 
uorx;  roasting  chickens;  cheese,  fresh  and  evaporated  milk;  eggs;  and,  among  the 
resn. fruits  and  vegetables — oranges,  onions,  potatoes,  sweet  potatoes;  lard,  salad 
^  re mg,  oleomargarine  and  peanut  butter.  The  increase  in  importance  of  these  foods 
m  the  index  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  a  larger  quantity  will  bo  available  for 
civilian  use— the  contrary  is  true  of  bacon,  for  example— but  that  they  are  relative¬ 
ly  less  scarce  than  the  27  foods  listed  above. 

4*  , Adjustments  were  made  for  changes  in  the  volume  of  food  sold  through 
^Aains  ^-Ud  independent  stores  a,nd  supermarkets. 

5.  Five  cities  in  which  food  prices  have  been  available  for  some  time  hovp 
been  incorporated  in  the  all-cities  index. 

6.  The  relative ^importance  of  the  cities  included  in  the  food  cost  index 
and  m  the  over-all  cost  of  living  index  has  been  changed  to  take  account  of  the 
changes  in  population  because  of  war  activities. 
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Mainly  because  of  continued  advances  in  feed  prices,  especially  for  fresh 
fruits  and  vegetables,  the  cost  of  living  for  city  workers  rose  1.1  percent  from 
mid-March  to  mid-April,  Secretary  of  Labor  Perkins  reported  today.  Toward  the 
end  of  the  period  covered  by  the  report  the  President  issued  his  Hold  the  Line 
directive.  "This  increase,  somewhat  smaller  than  in  the  previous  month,  brought  the 
levex  of  8x1  living  costs  to  1^4.1  percent  of  the  1935—39  average,  23  percent  above 
January  1941,  base  period  for  the  Little  Steel  formula,"  she  said. 

^oed  costs,  the  most  important  part  of  the  family  budget,  were  up  2.3  percent 
from  March  to  April.  On  the  average,  consumers  now  pay  $1.40  for  food  which  cost 
SI. 00  in ^ the  years  1935-39.  From  mid-March  to  mid-April,  as  in  the  previous  month, 
prices  r'f  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  advanced  with  particular  rapidity,  on  the 
c-verage  rising  10.5  percent  to  a.  point  51  percent  above  April  of  last  year. 

Prices  of  cabbage  were  up  24  percent,  onions  20  percent,  apples  19  percent 
and  sweet  potatoes  31  percent  over  the  month.  Prices  of  certain  vegetables  declined 
seasonally  14  percent  in  the  case  of  carrots  and  2  percent  for  spina.ch.  Prices 
of  white  potatoes,  which  were  already  growing  scarce  in  April,  rose  14-g-  percent  to 
a  level  61  percent  above  April  of  last  year  and.  173  percent  above  January  1941. 

1  Prices  of  fresh  fish  also  increased  further  by  7.7  percent  during  the  month 
to  a  level  30  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago.  Fish  is  now  twice  as  expensive  as 
, i t  was  before  ths  war .  Most  other  food  costs  continued  their  slow  advances  of  recent 
montns ,  wiuh  the  chief  exception  of  eggs,  which  declined  less  then  usual  at  this 
time  of  year ,  endof  perk.  New  dollar  and  cent  ceilings  set  by  the  OPA  resulted  in 
a  fractional  decline  for  p^rk  products  as  a  group.  There  were  increases  cf  1.0 
percent  or  less  for  beef  and  veal,  lamb,  and  pcultrv  and  of  l/2  percent  or  less  for 
cerca.ls  and  bakery  products,  sugar  and  sweets,  fats  and  oils  and  dairy  products. 

"The  increases  in  food  prices  were  quite  general,  but  were  especially  large 
in  a.  number  of  Southern  cities.  The  variation  between  cities  was  larger  than  usual, 
ranging  i rom  less  than  l/2  percent  in  Minneapolis  to  ever  5  percent  for  Jacksonville, 
Norfolk  and  Wichita,  At  present  levels  there  is  considerable  variation  between 
cities  in  the  amount  by  which  food  prices  have  increased  since  the  price  Pise  be¬ 
gan  to  bo  marked  in  January  1941. 


"The  advance  ranges  from  61  percent. in  Knoxville  and  £9  percent  in  Memphis  and 
Norfolk  to  35  percent  in  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis.  For  all  living  costs  there  are 
also  marked  differences  between  cities,  with  advances  since  January  1941  ranging 
from  nearly  29  percent  in  Savannah  to  about  19  percent  in  Minneapolis . 

"Aside  from  food,  other  living  costs  rose  by  only  sma.ll  amounts  during  the 
month.  Prices  of  clothing  were  up  0.2  percent  on  the  average,  because  of  slight  in¬ 
creases  for  men's  wool  suits  and  coats  and  frr  women's  percale  house  dresses  in 
some  cities.  There  were  smaller  inerea.ses  for  housefurnishings  and  ftr  fuel,  elec¬ 
tricity  and  ice.  On  the  other  hand,  the  fairly  sharp  advances  of  recent  months  were 
continued  for  medical  care,  barber  ana  beauty  shop  services  and  motion  picture  ad¬ 
missions.  Charges  for  hospital  rooms  wore  higher  in  8  of  the  21  cities  surveyed. 
Costs  for  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  a.s  a  group  rose  0.3  percent  from  Mar#h 
to  April. 


"Rents,  which  atre  surveyed  quarterly  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  have 
showr,  very  little  change  during  the  past  12  months.  The  next  rep#rt  on  rent  costs 
will  cover  monthly  changes  for  the  quarterly  period  through  June".  .  .  , 
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Table  1, 


Report  for  April  15,  1943 

COST  OR  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 
Indexes,  1935-39  =r  100  * 


Date 

All 

items 

Rood 

Clothing 

Euel , 

electricity 
Rent  and  ice 

House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Mis- 
•  cella- 

neous 

1939: 

August  15 

98.6 

93.5 

100.3 

104,3 

97.5 

100.6 

100.4 

1941: 

January  15 

100.8 

97.8 

100.7 

105.0 

100.8 

100.1 

101.9 

1942: 

April  15 

115,1 

119.6 

126.5 

109.2 

104.3 

121.9 

110.6 

May  15 

116.0 

121.6 

126.2 

109.9 

104 . 9 

122.2 

110.9 

September  15 

117.8 

126.6 

125.8 

108.0 

106.2 

123.6 

111.4 

1943: 

March  15 

122.8 

137.4 

127.6 

108.0 

107.4 

124,5 

114.5 

April  15 

124.1 

140.6 

127.8 

Rl 

107.5 

124.6 

114.8 

Table  la. 

Percent  Change 

Date 

All 
it  ems 

Rood 

Clothing 

hentl/ 

Ruel , 

electricity 
and  ice 

House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

Mar.  15,  1943 
to  Apr.  15, 

1943 

+1.1 

+2.3 

+0.2 

2/ 

+0.1 

+0.1 

+0.3 

Sept.  15,  1942 
to  Apr.  15,  1943 

+5.3 

+11,1 

+1.6 

0 

+1.2 

+0.8 

+3.1 

May  15,  1942 
to  Apr.  15, 

1943 

+7.0 

+15.6 

+1.3 

-1.7 

+2.5 

+2.0 

+3,5 

Apr.  15,  1942 
to  Apr,  15, 

1943 

+7.8 

+17.6 

+1.0 

-1.1 

+3.1 

+2.2 

+3.8 

Jan,  15,  1941 
to  Apr.  15, 

1943 

+23.1 

+43.8 

+26.9 

+2.9 

+6,6 

+24.5 

+12.7 

Aug.  15,  1939 
to  Apr.  15, 

1943 

+25.9 

+50.4 

+27,4 

+3.5 

+10.3 

+23.9 

+14.3 

1/  Changes  through  March  15,  1943. 

2 /  Rents  not  surveyed  in  April.  See  text  of  report. 


* 


These  indexes  are  based  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  la.rge  cities. 


Table  2 


Report  for  April  15,  1943 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Percent  Change  between  March  15,  1943  and  April  15,  1943  by  Groups  * 


Region  and  city 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Mi scel- 
laneous 

Average:  Large  Cities 

+1.1  1/ 

+2.3 

2]  +0.2 

3  / 
ill 

+0.1  4/ 

+0.1  3/ 

+0.3  3/ 

New  England: 

Boston 

+1.0 

+2.2 

+0.2 

+0.1 

0 

0 

Middle  Atlantic: 

Buffalo 

+0.8 

+2.0 

+0.2 

0 

0 

+0.1 

New  York 

+0.7 

+1.4 

+0.3 

0 

0 

0 

Philadelphia 

+2.2 

+5.0 

+0.2 

0 

0 

+0.2 

Pittsburgh 

+0.8 

+1.6 

+0.5 

+0.2 

+0.3 

+0.4 

East  North  Central: 

Chicago 

+0.9 

+2.0 

+0.1 

0 

0 

+0.4 

Cincinnati 

+1.1 

+2.3 

+0.3 

+0.1 

+0.6 

+0.5 

Cleveland 

+0.6 

+1.4 

+0.2 

+0.2 

+0.3 

0 

Detroit 

+0.7 

+1.3 

0 

0 

0 

+1.2 

West  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

+1.2 

+2.8 

+0.6 

0 

+0.1 

+0.3 

Minneapolis 

-0.1 

+0.4 

0 

0 

0 

-0.9 

St.  Louis 

+1.1 

+2.5 

+6.1 

0 

+0.1 

+0.1 

South  Atlantic: 

Baltimore 

+1.4 

+3.1 

+0.2 

0 

0 

+0.6 

Savannah 

+1.9 

+4.3 

0 

0 

0 

+0.1 

Washington,  D.  C. 

+0.8 

+2.2 

+0.3 

0 

0 

0 

East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 

+2.0 

+4.6 

0 

+0.7 

+0.3 

+0.9 

West  South  Central: 

Houston 

+0.2 

+0.4 

+0.1 

0 

0 

+0.1 

Mountain: 

Denver 

+0.6 

+1.3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

+1.0 

+2.4 

0 

0 

+0.1 

0 

San  Francisco 

+1.9 

+4.2 

0 

0 

0 

+0.5 

Seattle 

+0.8 

+1.0 

+0.2 

+0.5 

0 

+1.2 

l/  Rents  surveyed  at 

Quarterly 

da.tes 

-  March 

15, 

June  15,  September  15 

and 

December  15, 

2 /  Based  on  data  for  56  cities, 

3/  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 

4/  Based  on  data  for  34  cities. 

These  percent  changes  are  ba.sed  on  changes 

in 

the  cost  of 

goods  purchased  by 

wage  earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  in 

large  cities. 

Table  3 


Report  for  April  15,  1943 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Percent  Changes  Since  August  1939,  January  1941  and  Other  Specified  Periods  * 


Percentage  Change 

Region  and  city 

Apr. 15, 1942 
to 

Apr .15 .1943 

Aug. 15 ,1939 
to 

Aur .15  T 1943 

Jan.  1,1941  May 
to 

Anr.15.1943  Aur 

15,1942  Sep 
to 

.15.1943  Anr 

.15,194 

to 

.15.194 

Average:  Large  Cities 

+7.8 

+25.9 

+23.1 

+7.0 

+5.3 

New  England: 

Boston 

4-8.8 

+25.4 

+22.9 

+7.4 

+4.8 

Middle  Atlantic: 

Buffalo 

4-7.1 

+29.3 

+25.0 

+5.7 

+5.7 

New  York 

4-9.1 

+24.0 

+21.6 

+8.4 

+5.6 

Philadelphia 

4-9.1 

+26.9 

+25.1 

+8.2 

+6.2 

Pittsburgh 

4-8.5 

+25.6 

+22.1 

+6.7 

+5.2 

East  North  Central: 

Chicago 

+7.0 

+25.0 

+21.9 

+5.9 

+5.2 

Cincinnati 

+7.0 

+26.8 

+23.9 

+6.5 

+4 , 6 

Cleveland 

+7.0 

+26.2 

+23.7 

+6.2 

+5.5 

Detroit 

+5.5 

+26.8 

+23.7 

+5.1 

+5.5 

West  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

+7.5 

+23.9 

+24.2 

+7.1 

+6.5 

Minneapolis 

+5.4 

+21.3 

+18.8 

+4.3 

+3.5 

St.  Louis 

+6.8 

+25.6 

+22.0 

+6.6 

+5.7 

South  Atlantic: 

Baltimore 

+7.9 

+28.3 

+25.7 

+7.1 

+5.7 

Savannah 

+8.7 

+31.5 

+23.8 

+8.0 

+7.0 

Washington,  D.  C, 

+7.5 

+24.0 

+22.4 

+6.6 

+4.4 

East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 

West  South  Central: 

+6.0 

+27.2 

+23.2 

+5.6 

+5.5 

Houston 

+6.9 

+22.8 

+21.3 

+6.5 

+4.8 

Mountain: 

Depver 

+6.9 

+24.2 

+22.5 

+6.0 

+4.5 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

+7.4 

+25.2 

+22.7 

+6.5 

+3.4 

San  Francisco 

+9.8 

+29.4 

+26.2 

+9.3 

+6.3 

Seattle 

+6.3 

+27.6 

+25 .4 

+5.6 

+4.3 

*  These  percent  changes  are  based  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by 
wage  earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  la.rge  cities. 


Table  4 


Report  for  April  15,  1943 


COST 

OF  LIVING 

Indexes , 

IN  LARGE 

1935-39  = 

CITIES 

100* * 

Region  and  citv 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Fuel, 

electricity 
a.nd  ice 

House- 
furnish¬ 
ings  ' 

Average:  Large  Cities 

124.11/ 

140.62/ 

127 . 83/ 

107.54/ 

124.63 / 

New  England: 

Boston 

121.8 

137.1 

123.5 

118.3 

119.7 

Middle  Atlantic: 

Buffalo 

127.4 

144.0 

128.0 

105.0 

126.5 

New  York 

122.8 

139.9 

127.4 

110.6 

118.3 

Philadelphia 

124.1 

140.2 

127.5 

105.9 

122.7 

Pittsburgh 

123.6 

139.4 

130.5 

110.3 

122.5 

East  North  Central: 

Chicago 

123.4 

138.6 

123.8 

103.2 

120.1 

Cincinnati 

123.4 

138.2 

132.8 

104.0 

126.8 

Cleveland 

126.2 

141.4 

131.0 

113.7 

125.0 

Detroit 

124.9 

137.4 

129.3 

108.9 

122.2 

West  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

122.2 

137.4 

125.3 

107.9 

117.9 

Minneapolis 

120.9 

133.5 

127.5 

100.0 

125.0 

St.  Louis 

123.2 

142.4 

128.9 

106.2 

116.5 

South  Atlantic: 
Baltimore 

126.6 

148.4 

127.8 

106.8 

128.9 

Savannah 

130.6 

151.3 

130.1 

113.1 

121.4 

Washington,  D,  C. 

122.3 

139.9 

134.9 

106.0 

131.4 

East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 

125.3 

141.0 

128.0 

101.1 

120.4 

West  South  Central: 

Feus ton 

123.7 

143.2 

129 . 5 

qo  p 

122.4 

Mountain: 

Denver 

122.5 

139.0 

124.7 

100.1 

121.8 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

125.8 

146.2 

129.7 

94.2 

119.0 

San  Francisco 

128.5 

149.7 

128.1 

92.2 

119.0 

Seattle 

128.0 

146.2 

131.0 

101.9 

119.9 

1/  Rents  surveyed  at  quarterly  dates  -  March  15,  June  15,  September  15, 
2/  Based  on  data  for  56  cities. 

3 /  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 

4/  Based  on  data  for  34  cities. 

*  These  indexes  are  based  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by 

and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 


Mis- 

cella- 

neous 

114.83 / 


111.3 

121.4 

113.2 

114.7 

114.2 

113.5 
114.4 

114.9 

120.3 

116.0 

116.2 

111.7 

114.4 

118.8 

117.9 

114.4 

115.6 

114.5 

116.2 

122.4 

123.1 


December  15. 


wage  earners 


* 


■ 
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U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 

THE  COST  OF "LIVING 
May  15,  1943 


tiis. 


^  t  .  jUH  ^  tw'.’O 

While  the  cost  of  items  making  up  nearly  60  percent  ofy'thre' budget 
remained  practically  unchanged  in  the  month  ended  May  15,  a  rise  of  1.7  percent  in 
food  prices  increased  the  total  cost  of  living  for  city  workers  by  0.8  percent, 
Secretary  of  Labor  Frances  Perkins  reported  today.  "This  increase  of  0.8  percent 
compares  with  a  rise  of  1.5  percent  in  the  month  ending  March  15  and  1.3  percent 
in  the  month  ending  April  15,"  she  said. 

"Great  variation  in  food  price  changes  in  different  parts  of'  the  country  was 
shown  as  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  shopped  more  than  1,200  stores  in  53  cities. 
New  vegetable  and  fruit  crops  were  coming  into  local  markets  and  OPA  flat  price 
ceilings  which  vary  by  cities  were  .just  becoming  effective  in  mid-May. 

"The  largest  increases  in  May  food  prices  were  for  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables, 
which  were  up  8  percent.  Prices  of  chickens  continued  to  rise,  with  growing  scarcity 
at  the  retail  level  in  some  cities.  Sweet  potatoes  increased  40  percent  in  the 
period,  to  three  times  their  price  of  a  year  ago. 

"With  this  recent  rise,  food  prices  as  a  whole  averaged  17  percent  above  last 
May  and  46  percent  above  January  1941.  In  view  of  the  wide  regional  variations  in 
food  prices,  the  national  averages  this  month  naturally  do. not  describe  the  exper¬ 
ience  in  many  individual  cities,  let  alone  in  individual  families.  Thus,  in  the 
case  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables,  changes  ranged  from  an  average  increase  of  24 
percent  in  a  New  England  city  to  a  decline  of  21  percent  in  a  large  Southern  city. 

"Aside  from  food,  the  principal  increases  were  in  the  cost  of  services,  partic¬ 
ularly  medical. care  and  barber  and  beauty  shop  services.  Prices  of  rayon  hosiery 
had  gone  down  2  percent  on  the  average  by  mid-May,  although  the  new  OPA  price -quality- 
ceilings  were  not  fully  in  effect. 

"Taking  account  of  all  these  changes,  the  cost  of  living  index  stood  at  125.1 
percent  of  the  1935-39  average,  7.8  percent  above  a  year  ago  and  24.3-  percent  above 
January  1941,  base  date  for  the  Little  Steel  formula." 

Food  The  largest  increases  during  the  month  were  for  fresh  fruits  and  vege¬ 
tables,  which  rose  8  percent  on  the  average.  Scarcity  of  sweet  and  white  potatoes 
led  to  price  increases  of  40  and  16  percent  respectively.  The  price  of  sweet 
00 to  too  s  vas  about  230  percent  above  a  year  ago. 

The  trend  in  meat  prices  as  well  as  for  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  was  also 
divergent  soctionally  and  showed  the  first  but  not  the  full  effect  of  new  OPA  dollar- 
and- cent  ceilings  which  went  into  effect  on  May  17.  Of  the  53  cities  included  in  ■’ 
the  survey  25  cities  had  lower  costs  for  meat  and  30  higher  costs,  but  full  adjust¬ 
ment  to  the  new  ceilings  had  not  yet  beon  made  in  all  the  stores  visited.  Some  of 
the  changes  were  substantial  and  ranged  from  declines  of  between  4  and  5  percent  -in 
some  cities  to  increases  of  nearly  6  percent  in  others.  Prices  of  veal  were  some¬ 
what  lower  in  most  cities.  On  the  other  hand,  prices  of  chickens  were  slightly 
higher  in  nearly  all  areas,  reflecting  the  general  scarcity  at  the  retail  level. 
Prices  of  fresh  fish,  which  have  increased  very  sharply  in  recent  months,  declined 
with  an  increase  in  the  available  supply. 

Miscellaneous  Goods  and  Services  Aside  from  foods  the  largest  price  increases 
were  for  beauty  and  barber  shop  services  which  continued  to  advance  and  for  hospital 
room  charges  which  rose  in  one-third  of  the  cities  covered.  These  advances  resulted 
in  an  average  increase  of  0.3  percent  in  the  cost  of  all  miscellaneous  goods  and 

(LS  48-5870) 


services . 


^ojbr^in^  Clothing  prices  were  on  the  .  verage  unchanged,  but  the  price  of 
rc.yon^  Hosiery  declined  *£.0  percent,  us  adjustments  were  made  to  the  new  QPa  price— 
CjUr..li ^y  ceiling  which  became  effective  ..lay  15,  There  ..ere  scattered  increases  for 
v-ork  shirts,  wash  frocks  and  shoe  repairs. 


Housefurnishings  Housefurnishings  costs  increased  slightly,  0.1  oe  cent 


as 


the  result  of  higher  prices  for  bedroom  suites,  rugs  and  felt  base  floor  coverings. 
To.ese  advances  more  than  offset  lower  sale  prices  for  muslin  sheets  in  some  cities. 

Fuelj — y.jgcjr'  rj_city  and  Ice  Prices  of  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  were  unchanged 
in  most  cities.  Higher  prices  ior  coal  in  l.ilwaukee  and  anneapoiis  in  addition  to 
-lightly  uigher  prices  ior  iuels  m  other  cities  resulted  in  an  0.1  percent  increase 
in  idle  average  cost  o 1  the  entire  group.  There  was  a  seasonal  reduction  in  ^as  rate 
in  New  York. 


Pent  Rent  costs  have  changed  very  1 
.  In  the  interest  of  economy,  changes 
last  secured  in  .’.lurch. 


ittle  iri  large  cities  since  mid-September 
in  rents  are  now  surveyed  quarterly  and 


Table  1. 


COST  OF  LIVING-  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Repnrt  for  May  15,  1943 


Indexes,  1935-39  =  100* 


All 

items 

■  -  •' 

Fuel , 

House- 

Mis- 

Date 

Food- 

C Lo thing 

Rent 

electricity 
ana.  ice 

furni sh 
ings 

-  cella- 

noous 

1939:  August  15 

1941:  Janua.ry  15 
1942:  May  15 

September  15 
1943:  April  15 

May  15 

98.6 
100.8 
116.0 
117.8 
124  ..1 
125.1 

93.5 

97.8 

121.6 

126.6 

140.6 

143.0 

100.3 

100.7 
126.2 

125.8 

127.8 
127.8 

104.3 

105.0 

109.9 

108.0 

1/ 

1/ 

97.5 

•100.8 

104.9 

106.2 

107.5 

107.6 

V 

100.6 

100.1 

122.2 

123.6 

124.6 

124.7 

100.4 
101.9 

:  110.9 

111.4 
114.8 
115.1 

Te,ble  la. 

- 

Percent  of  Change 

Date 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Rental/ 

Fuel , 

electricity 

and  ice 

House- 
furni sh- 
ings 

.  Mis- 

cella- 

ne  ous 

April  15,  1943  to 

May  15,  1943 

+0.8 

+1.7 

0 

i! 

+0.1 

+0.1 

+0,3 

Sept.  15,  1942  to 

May  15,  1943 

+6.2 

+13.0 

+1.6 

0 

+1.3 

+0.9 

* 

+3.3 

May  15,  1942  to 

• 

May  15,  1943" 

+7.8 

+17.6 

+1 . 3 

-1.7 

+2,6 

+2.0 

+3.8 

Jan.  15,  1941  to 

May  15,  1943 

+24.1 

+46.2 

+26.9  • 

+  2.9 

+6.7 

+24.6 

+13.0 

Aug.  15,  1939  to 

May  15,  1943 

+  26.9 

+52.9 

+27.4  • 

+  3.5 

+10.4 

+24.0 

+14.6 

lhese  indexes  are  based  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage  earners 
and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities.- 
l/  Rents  not  surveyed  in  April  and  May.  (See  text  of  renort) . 

2/  Changes  -through  March  15,  1943. 


Table  2 


Report  for  May  15,  1943 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGS  CITIES 


.Percent  Change  between  April  15,  1943  and  May  15,  1943  by  Groups* 


Region  and  city 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Fuel , 

electricity 
and  ice 

House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Average:  Large  Cities 

+0.81/ 

+1 . 7—/ 

0  3/ 

A/ 

+0.1“' 

40.1 3/ 

40. 82/ 

New  England: 

Boston 

+0.3 

+0.7 

0 

4-0.1 

-0.3 

+0.3 

Middle  Atlantic: 

Buffalo 

+1.1 

+2.6 

-0.5 

0 

0 

+0.3 

^ew  York 

+1  •  1I-  / 

+2-45 / 
40.8s' 

+0.2 

-0.2 

-0.1 

+0.2 

Philadelphia 

+0.4-5-/ 

+0.1 

0 

0 

+0.1 

Pittsburgh 

+0.9 

+2.2 

+0.1 

0 

0 

+0 . 1 

East  North  Central: 

Chicago 

+■ 

o 

• 

CO 

+1.8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cincinnati 

+0 . 2 

+0.1 

0 

0 

+1.1 

+0.5 

Cleveland 

+1.4 

+3 . 5 

0 

0 

0 

+0.1 

Detroit 

+1.8 

+4.4 

-0.1 

0 

+0.1 

+0.5 

West  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

+0.2 

+0 « 4 

-0.1 

0 

0 

+0.4 

Minneapolis 

+0.7 

+1.0 

-0.5 

4-1.5 

0 

+0.9 

St.  Louis 

+0.7 

+1.6 

0 

0 

+0.7 

+0.1 

South  Atlantic: 
Baltimore 

+0.4 1/ 

+2.7|  L 

-0.2 

0 

0 

0 

Savannah 

+0.9 -/ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Washington,  D.  C. 

+1.0 

+1.9 

-0.2 

+0.1 

-0.1 

+1.4 

East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 

+0.1 

-0.2 

+0.5 

+0.3 

+0.1 

+0.3 

West  South  Central:  . 

Houston 

+0.2^/ 

+0 , 2—' 

+0.2 

0 

+0.1 

+0.1 

Mountain: 

Denver 

+1.6 

+3.5 

-0.6 

0 

0 

+0.9 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

-0.1 

0 

-0.4 

0 

0  . 

0 

San  Francisco 

—0 . 3q  j 

+3.0+/ 

-0.5 

0 

0 

+1.1 

Seat  tie 

+1.3”' 

0 

0 

0 

0 

*  These  percent  changes  are  ba.sed  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities, 
l/Rents  collected  at  quarterly  dates,  March  15,  June  15,  September  15,  December  15., 
2/Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of 
the  month. 

3 /3a sod  on  data  for  21  cities, 

4/Based  on  data  for  34  cities. 

5/ Indexes  for  April  revised  -  All  items  124.2;  food  140,5, 

6/ Indexes  for  April  revised  -  All  items  126.7;  food  148,6. 

7/lndexes  for  April  revised  -  All  items  131.0;  food  152.5, 

8/ Indexes  for  April  revised  -  All  items  123.8;  food  143.4, 

■j?/ Indexes  for  April  revised  -  All  items  127,9;  food  145.9. 


Table  3 


Report  for  May  15,  194.r- 


COST  OR  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 

Percent  Changes  Since  August  1939,  January  1941  and  Other  Specified  Periods" 


Region  and  City 

May  15,  1942 
to 

May  15,  1943 

Aug.  15,  1939 
to 

May  15,  1943 

Jan.  1,  1941 
to 

May  15,  1943 

Sept.  15,  1942 
to 

May  15,  1943 

Average:  Large  Cities 

+7.8 

+26.9 

+24.1 

+6.2 

New  England: 


Boston 

Middle  Atlantic: 

+ 

-u 

• 

00 

+25.8 

+23.3 

+5.2 

Buffalo 

+6.9 

+30.8 

+26.4 

+6.9 

New  York 

+9.6 

+25.5 

+23.0 

+6.8 

Phile.delphia 

+8.7 

+27.5 

+25.7 

+6.7 

Pittsburgh  ■ 

+7.7 

+26.7 

+23.2 

+6.1 

East  North  Central: 

Chicago 

+6  e  8 

+26,0 

+22.9 

+6.1 

Cincinnati 

+6 . 6 

+27.0 

+24.1 

+4.7 

Cleveland 

+7.7 

+28.0 

+25.5 

+7.0 

Detroit 

+7.1 

+29.1 

+25 . 9 

+7.4 

West  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

+7.4 

+24.2 

+24.5 

+6.8 

Minneapolis 

+5.0 

+22.1 

+19.5 

+4.2 

St.  Louis 

+7.4 

+26.5 

+22.9 

+6.4 

South  Atlantic: 

. 

Baltimore 

+8.5 

+29.9 

.  +27.3 

+7.0 

Savannah 

+8.8 

+32.4 

+29.7 

+7.7 

Washington,  D.  C. 

•  +7.7 

+25 . 3 

.  +23.6 

+5.5 

East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 

+5 . 6 

+27.3 

+23.3 

+5.6 

West  South  Central: 

Houston 

+6.7 

+23.1 

+21.6 

+5.1 

Mountain: 

Denver 

Pacific: 

+7.6 

+26.2 

-  +24.4 

+6.1 

Los  Angeles 

+6.4 

+25.1 

+22.6 

+3.3 

.  San  Francisco 

+8  ..9 

+29.0 

+25.8 

+6.0 

Seattle 

+6.8 

+29.1 

+26.8 

+5.5 

*  These  percent  changes 

are  based  on 

changes  in  the 

cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 

earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 


Table  4 


Report  for  May  15,  1943 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Indexes,  1935-39  =  100* 


Region  and  City 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Fuel , 

electricity 
and  ice 

House- 
furni sh- 
ings 

Mis- 

cella- 

ne  ous 

Average:  Large  Cities 

125.1—/ 

143.0^/ 

127.8-/ 

107.6 ^/ 

124.7 2/ 

115.1-2/ 

New  England: 

Boston 

Middle  Atlantic: 

122.2 

138.1 

123.5 

118.4 

119.3 

111.6 

Buffalo 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 

East  North  Central: 
Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Detroit 

West  North  Central: 

128.8 

124.2 
124.7 
124.7 

124.4 

123.6 

128.0 

127.2 

147.8 

143.3 
141.6 

142.4 

141.1 

138.3 

146.3 

143.4 

127.3 

127.6 

127.6 

130.6 

123.8 

132.8 
131.0 
129.2 

105.0 

110.4 

105.9 
110.3 

103.2 

104.0 

113.7 

108.9 

126.5 
118.2 
122.7 

122.5 

120.1 

128.2 

125.0 

122.3 

121.8 

113.4 

114.8 
114.3 

113.5 
115.0 
115.0 

120.9 

Kansas  City 
Minneapolis 

St.  Louis 

South  Atlantic: 

122.5 

121.7 

124.1 

137.9 

134.9 
144.7 

125.2 

126.8 

128.9 

107.9 

101.5 

106.2 

117.9 

125.0 

117.3 

116.5 

117.2 

111.8 

Baltimore 

Savannah 

Washington,  D,  C. 

East  ^outh  Central: 

128.2 

131.5 

123.5 

152.6 

153.8 

142.5 

127.5 
130.1 

134.6 

106.8 

113.1 

106.1 

128.9 

121.4 

131.3 

114.4 

118.8 

119.6 

Birmingham 

West  South  Central: 

125.4 

140.7 

128.6 

101.4 

120.5 

114.8 

Houston 

Mountain: 

124.0 

143.7 

129,8 

92.2 

122.5 

115.7 

Denver 

Pacific: 

124.4 

143.8 

124.0 

100.1 

121.8 

115.5 

Los  Angeles 

San  Francisco 

Seattle 

125.7 

128.1 

129.5 

146.2 
148.0 

150.3 

129.2 

127.5 

131.0 

'94.2 

92.2 

101.9 

119.0 

119.0 

119.9 

116.2 

123.7 

123.1 

,  of  soods  purohased  ty  wase  — 

3/  Based  ofprLls  ^L^ciuL'colleetefon^he"6  Septemier  15’  15. 

the  month.  collected  on  the  xuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of 

— /  R^ssd  on  data  for  21  cities. 

4/  Based  on  data  for  34  cities* 


33* 
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U.s.  department  of  Labor 
BUREAU  OF  LABOR  STATISTICS 
Washington 


THE-  COST  OF  LIVING,  May  15,  1943 
(Including  RETAIL  COSTS  OF  FOOD,  May  18) 


While  the  cost  oi  items  making  up  nearly  60  per  cent  of  the  family 

Budget  remained  practically  unchanged  in  the  month  ended  May  15,  a  rise  of 

1.7  per  cent  in  food  prices  increased  the  total  cost  of  living  for  city 

workers  By  0.8  per  cent,  Secretary  of  Labor  Frances  Perkins  reported 
to  day. 

"™5  increase  of  0.8  per  cent  compares  with  a  rise  of  1.5  per 

cent  in  the  month  ending  March  15  and  1.1  per  cent  in  the  month  ending 
April  15, »  she  said. 


"Great  variation  in  food  price  changes  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  Woj.s  shown  as  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  shopped  more  than 
1,o0j  stores  in  56  cities.  New  vegetable  and  fruit  crops  were  coming 
into  loc.JL  markets  and  OPA  flat  price  ceilings  which  vary  by  cities  were 
just  becoming  effective  in  mid-May. 

~^ie  largest  increases  in  May  food  prices  were  for  fresh  fruits  and 
vegetables,  wnich  were  up  8  per  cent.  Trices  of  chickens  continued  to 
rise,  with  growing  scarcity  at  the  retail  level  in  some  cities.  Sweet 

potatoes  increased  40  per  cent  in  -the  period,  to  three  times  their  price 
of  a  year  ago. 


With  this  recent  rise,  food  prices  as  a  whole  averaged  17  per 
cent  above  last  May  and  46  per  cent  above  January  1941.  In  view  of  the 
wide  regional  variations  in  food  prices,  the  national  averages  this 
month  naturally  do  not  describe  the  experience  in  many  individual  cities, 
lfc0  oJLone  in  individual  families.  Thus,  in  the  case  of  fresh  fruits  and 
vegetables,  changes  ranged  from  an  average  increase  of  24  per  cent  in 
a  New  England  city  to  a  decline  of  21  per  cent  in  a  large  Southern  city. 


^ "Aside  from  food,  the  principal  increases  were  in  the  cost  of 
services,  particularly  medical  care  and  barber  and  beauty  shop  services. 
Trices  of  rayon  hosiery  had.  gone  down  2  per  cent  on  the  average  by 

mid-May,  although  the  new  OTA  price-quality  ceilings  were  not  fully  in 
effect. 


Taking  account  of  all -these  changes,  the  cost  of  living  index 
stood  at  125,1  per  cent  of  the  1935-39  average,  7.8  per  cent  above  a 

year  ago  and  24.1  per  cent  above  January  1941,  base  date  for'  the  Little 
Steel  formula." 
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Retail  Food  Coots  in  Large  Cities  Combined,  l/ 


Table  1  --  Indexes,  1935“39  =  100 


Commodity  Group 

19U3 

1942 

1941 

1939 

May  18  2/ 

Apr.  20 

Sept.  15 

May  12 

Jan.  l4 

Aug .  15 

All  Foods 

;  143.0 

l4o . 6 

11  1  1 

126.6 

121.6 

97.8 

93-5 

Cereals  and  bakery  products* 

, 

107.6 

3/  107.5 

105.4 

105.2 

94.9 

93.4 

Meats 

138.3 

133.0 

130.6 

124.3 

101.1 

95.7 

Beef  and  veal 

131.1 

130.5 

126.0 

124.1 

109.4 

99.6 

Pork 

125.5 

126.0 

124.0 

123.2 

86.1 

88.0 

Lamb 

141.6 

138.7 

133.7 

118.2 

98.7 

98.8 

Chi  cken  s 

147.6 

146.4 

133.7 

113.4 

97.2 

94.6 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

201.7 

207.0 

168.2 

150.9 

118.7 

99.6 

Dairy  Products 

,  136.9 

137.1 

127.7 

123.3 

105.1 

93.1 

Eggs 

1-42.1 

141.3 

155.2 

115.4 

97.4 

90.7 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

190.9 

3/  179.5 

129.7 

128.7 

93.3 

92.4 

Fresh 

205.8 

V  191.2 

130.3 

130.0 

93.4 

92.8 

Canned 

131.2 

152.4 

125.8 

122.7 

91.4 

91.6 

Dried 

i  158.0 

157.7 

143 .4 

131.2 

99.6 

90.3 

Beverages 

124.5 

12)4.9 

123.8 

124.6 

90.9 

94.9 

Fats  and  oils 

126.2 

126.6 

120.7 

122.4 

80. 3 

84.5 

Sugar  and  sweets 

i  127.5 

j 

128,4 

127.0 

127.1 

95.3 

95.6 

Table  1-A  --  Percent  Change 


Commodity  Group 

Apr.  20 

1943 

to 

May  18 

1943 

Sept.  15 

1942 
to 

May  18 

1943 

May  12 

1942 
to 

May  18 

1943 

June  14 

1941 

to 

May  13 

1943 

Aug.  15 

1939 

to 

Mav  18 

1943 

* 

All  Foods 

+  1.7 

+ 

13.0 

+ 

17.6 

+  46.2 

+  52.9 

Cereals  and  bakery  products  + 

+  *1 

+ 

2.1 

2.3 

13.4 

+  15.2 

Meats 

+  .2 

5.9 

+ 

11.3 

+  36.8 

+  44.5 

Beef  and  veal 

+  .5 

+ 

4.0 

+ 

5.6 

+  19.8 

+  31.6 

Pork 

-  .4 

1,2 

+ 

1.9 

+  45.8 

+  42.6 

Lamb 

+  2.1 

•f 

5.9 

+ 

19.8 

+  43.5 

+  43*3 

Chi  cken  s 

+  .8 

+ 

10.4 

+ 

30.2 

+  51.9 

+  56.0 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

-  2.6 

19.9 

33.7 

+  69.9 

+102.5 

Dairy  Products 

.1 

+ 

7.2 

11.0 

+  30.3 

+  47.0 

Eggs 

+  .6 

- 

8.4 

+ 

23.1 

+  45  «9 

+  56.7 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

+  6.4 

47.2 

48.3 

+104.6 

+106.6 

Fresh 

+  7.6 

+ 

57.9 

58.3 

+120.3 

+121.8 

Canned 

-  .9 

-f 

6.0 

+ 

6.9 

+  43.5 

+  43.2 

Dri  ed 

+  .2 

+ 

10.2 

20.4 

+  58.6 

+  75.0 

Beverages 

« *3 

+ 

.6 

- 

.1 

+  37.0 

+  31.2 

Fats  and  oils 

-  .3 

+ 

4*6 

+ 

3.1 

+  57.2 

+  49-3 

Sugar  and  sweets 

-  .7 

+ 

.4 

+ 

L 

•3 

*  33-4 

1943,  with  the  necessary  adjustments 
same  time  the  number  of  foods  in  the 
2/  Preliminary. 


for  maintaining  comparability.  At  the 
index  was  increased  from  54  bo  6l . 

3/  Revised. 


Table  2  -  Retail  Food.  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods 


May  1 8 ,  19  Vi 


j 

Cereal 

s . 

City  and 

All 

and 

Meat? 

Dairy 

Regional  / re a 

Foods 

B  ake ry 

* 

Products 

United  States: 

+  1.7 

+  0.1 

+  0.2 

-  0.1  • 

New  England:  ■ 

• 

Boston  ' 

+  .7 

-  .1 

*"*  •  < 

-  .2 

Bridgeport 

+  3.7 

•3 

+  3.2 

- 

Fall  River 

+  .9 

-  .3 

-  k.U 

-  .1 

Manchester 

+  2.2 

0 

-  1.0 

-  .1 

New  Haven 

+  5*3 

+  .1 

+  1.8 

"7 

""  •  0 

Portland, Maine 

+  2.2 

+  .1 

+  1.1 

+  .1 

Providence 

+  2.9 

o 

•  c. 

-  1.7 

-  a 

Mi dd 1 e  Atl an  ti c : 

Buffalo 

+  2.6 

-  .  1 

+  1  h 

-  .6 

Newark 

+  1.2 

-  .2 

+  .9 

0 

New  York 

+  2.4 

+  .4 

+  1.7 

0 

Philadelphia 

+  .8 

+  .  6 

-  1.1 

-  .2 

Pittsburgh 

+  CL  .d 

-  .3 

-  1.4 

-  £ 

Ro  Chester 

+  .2 

•4 

_  7.  O 

y  *  f~ 

-  .4 

Scranton 

+  3.5 

0 

+  .5 

0 

East  North  Central: 

Chi cago 

+  1.8 

-  .3 

+  1.9 

-  .1 

Cincinnati 

+  .1 

+  .2 

-  .5 

-  .3 

Cleveland 

A  o 

J  •  J 

+  .2 

0 

0 

Columbus 

+  i.i 

+  .2 

7 

+  .2 

Detroi t 

+  4.4 

+  .7 

+  1.0 

Inai anapoli s 

+  1.6 

.6 

+  1.1 

0 

Milwaukee 

+  ^  7 

J  •  j 

+  -.1 

+  1.8 

0 

Peori  a 

+  3.3 

+  .3 

-  7 

• 

+  .1 

Sp  r ingf i eld , 1 1 1 . 

+  2.6 

+  1.3 

0 

We  s  t  N  o  r  th  Cen  tr  a  1  ■ 

Cedar  Rapids 

+  2.3 

+  .2 

-  .9 

+  .1 

Kansas  City 

+  4 

-  .3 

+  2.3 

•  1 

-  .1 

Minneapoli s 

+  1.0' 

.  5 

-1.4 

Omaha . 

+  2.0 

-  .4 

+  4.o 

0 

St.  Louis 

+  1.6 

+  .2 

+  .5 

+  .2 

St,  Paul 

+  .9 

-  .8 

r~~) 

.7 

-  .1 

Mi  chi ta 

1.3! 

+  .2 

.  o 

+  .o 

+  ‘  .7 

- _ L 

L 

Eggs 

vJ  l— ' 


+  0.6 


+ 

■f 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


i.  »q. 


Fruits 
r  an  d 


+  6.1+ 


.9 


1.6 1  -12.1 

O 

•  o 
•6 

3.1 


2.3 

.9 


+ 

+ 


+ 

+ 


+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


.8 
•4 
.3 
.7 

.5 

2.1 

1.8 


.7 

.5 

r~) 

.  t 

•  3 

.3 


"r  :  9  # 
+12.6 
+19.8 
+  8.5 
+14.9 


1  7 

"."a 

+  2.7 


•5 


+  9.3 
+  4.0 
+  7.5 
+  4.2 

+11.2 
+  6.1 
+12.7 


+  5.2 


.3 
. 4 
.2 


.8 

.8 


a 

+  1 .  ■’  ■ 
+12.8 

+  5.3 

+16 .1). 

+  6.2 

+10.8 
+11.9 
+  8.0 


+  9-9 
+  .1 
+  8.2 
+  3*6 

+  4.8 
+  6.6 
-  7.0 


Bev-  and 


Veg.  | ©rages' 


-  0.3 


0 


•  i 
.2 

■z 

1.3 

.1 


z 

•  V 

>  c; 

-  •  2 

.4 

.3 

n 

•  y 

a 


0 


-  1. 


.  O 


0 

0 


+ 

+ 


,2 


.2 


+ 

+ 


.6 

2.1 


c; 


n 
•  c. 

.8 

.1 


0 


.8 

.9 


lets 


Oil : 


y  u  *  *  a  r 
an  d 

Sweets 


-  0.3 


-07 

J  •  l 


•4  +  .7 

1.0  -1.7 

+  1.4 

+  .5 

+ 


ir 

.  J 


>4 

.4 


o 


0 


.7 


+ 

4* 


.9 

. ii  -  .4 

l.i  -  1.5 

-  1.8 
+  2.3 
-  2.6 

0 


.2 

;3 

•  y 

-  1.4 


.2 

.9 


n 


.1 


1.9 

1.0 

0 

.3 

.6 

1.0 


o 

c. 


0 


21  -  1.9 

+  .3 


-f* 

■f 


.1 


1.0 
I 


.4 

+  .2, 
+  1.2 


0 

+  .8 

-  1.1 
-  1.1 

+  .4 

-  .i 

-  1.6 
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Table  2 


-  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods,  (Cont’d.) 


Percent  Change  -  April  20,  I94J  to  May  l3" 


City  and 
Regional  Area 


iAll 

jpood 


i  Cereal  s. 
and 

i 

s ! Bakery 


South  Atlantic: 
Atlanta 
Baltimo  re 
Charleston, S.C. 
Jacksonville  ' 
Norfolk, 

Ri  chmond 
Savannah 
Wa shington ,  D,  C. 
Winston- Salem 

East  South  Central 
Birmingham 
Jackson 
Knoxville 
Loui sville 
Mernphi s 
Mobile 

West  South  Central 
Dallas 
Hou  ston 
Little  Rock 
New  Orleans 

Mountain : 

Butte 
Denve  r 

Salt  Lake  City 

Pacific : 

Los  Angeles 
Portland, Oreg. 
San  Francisco 
Seattle 


-4 


.1 


.  6 


0 


_  r. 


-  J- . 


1  I 


0 


+  3  .0I  - 


Meats |  Dairy 

! Products 


1  rrui ts 
and 


Eggs  Veg. 


.  .‘Bev¬ 
erages 


Fats 

and 

Oils 


Sugar 

and 

Sweets 


+  5.e 

J|  - 

1 

.2 

!  + 

2,[(. !  +  4 

-  .8 

-  .1 

1 

1 

3.0 

- 1.1 

0 

!  + 

.8 

i +10.6 

-  2.1 

-  .3 

i 

;  - 

U  B 

+  .k 

j  + 

.  1 

+ 

4.Ui-  2.0 

j  -  2.6 

+  .6 

0 

-  3.7 

.8 

+ 

9.3 

! _  0  £ 
i~  •  c 

j  -  1.3 

+  .3 

i  + 

1.1 

-  6a 

7 

•  j 

l  + 

1.0  +  9.3 

1  -  1.6 

-  .2 

! 

1  O 

4).  •  ^ 

-  6.9 

- 

n 

•  i 

j  + 

1.2 

!  +  6.6 

i  -  1.3 

!  -  .1 

!  r' 

2.6 

+  4.1 

- 

.2 

+ 

l, 

e 

1  -  1  2 
;  -  * 

"  *8 

+  a 

.6 

-  1.8 

— 

.1 

+ 

.2;+  8.2 

-  .3 

0 

- 

.2 

+  1.8 

4- 

.1 

4- 

J 

4.7 

!  +  2.0 

1 

1 

-  1.1 

1 

+  .1 

i 

i 

0 

+  1.7 

1 

.3 

1 

0 

|-1.7 

-  .8 

i-  .h 

1.8 

-  2.5 

0 

1.8 

j  -  0 . 0 

+  .7 

*  W3 

0 

+  .9 

- 

•  3 

4* 

6.2 

i-  2.0 

-  .2 

< 

•  u  ■ 

— 

.2 

+  .8 

+ 

.1 

+ 

.  6 

!+  9-3 

0 

•  3 

- 

O  r7 
2.  / 

-  .3 

- 

.3 

+ 

1.4 

1  +  2.8 

+  .2 

r— ; 

•  , 

0 

+  .5 

+ 

,1 

.8 

i  *  <-  •  / 

1 

+  .1 

0 

+ 

.2 

+  2.3 

— 

.1 

+ 

2.3 

! 

i 

i+  .5 

-  1.5 

-  .1 

1.5 

•  J 

- 

.6 

+ 

3.0|+  1.0 

0 

n 

u 

+ 

n 

•  ( 

•  J 
.2 

+  .6 

-  1.8 

- 

.4 

.6 

+ 

.8 
•  9 

j  +  3.6 
-16.8 

-  1.0 

0 

-  2.5 

+  .7 

- 

+  5.7 

X.l 

mi 

1.1 

+  U.3 

+  .1 

+  2.1 

0 

+  2.2 

- 

.  1 

- 

-L  O 

+10.1 

0 

1 

•  — 

+ 

.1 

+  .3 

0 

•  f— 

4- 

2.0 

+  5.0 

0 

_  7 

•  / 

- 

.1 

-  2.2 

- 

.1 

+ 

.8 

+  1.5 

-  .6 

+  .  1 

.6 

-  .8 

- 

7 

•  3 

+ 

1.1 

+  9.3 

—  #2 

•  > 

0 

.07 
c-  •  ,7 

— 

c 

•  J 

.8 

-  1.9 

+  .1 

A 

* 

.2 

+  "l4-.i1 

0 

+ 

-1 

1 

J 

+  8,6 

+  2.7 

-  .1 

1 

L 

— 

.8 

-  ,  (6) 

Table  3:  Average  Retail  Frices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined,  (Cont'd.) 


Percent  Change 


Apr.  20 

May  12  - 

Sep  t .  15 

Jan,  14 

Conmodi  ty 

Average 

1943  to 
May  18 

1942  to 
May  18 

1942  to 
May  18 

1941  to 
May  18 

Prices 

1943 

1943 

1943 

1943 

* 

Cents 

FRT'ITS  AND  VEGETABLES:  ( Cont’d.) 

Canned  vegetables: 

i 

\ 

Beans,  green  #2  can 

15.0 

-  2.0 

+  7.1 

+  9.5 

+  50.0 

Com  n  ii 

14.0 

-  1.4 

+  7.7 

+  5.3 

+  30.8 

Peas  .  "  11 

15.5 

-  .6 

-  1.9 

+  6.2 

+  17.4 

Tomatoes  .  11  » 

12.8 

-  .8 

+  5.8 

+  10.3 

+  52.4 

*  Soup ,  vege  table  ]£§•  oz .  can 

13.1 

0 

U 

!  i  / 

i I 

i 

;  1/ 

i 

•Dried  fruits  and  vegetables: 

Dried  fruits: 

i 

1 

< 

Prunes  lb. 

16.4 

-  .6 

+  33 . 3 

+  10.8 

+  70.8 

Dried  vegetables: 

* 

Navy  beans  lb. 

10.0 

+  1.0 

+  11.1 

+  9.9 

+  53.8 

*Soup,  dehydrated. 

i 

i 

chicken  noodle  oz. 

3.7 

—  2,6 

■ 

1/ 

y 

1/ 

BEVERAGES: 

i 

\ 

-  Coffee  lb. 

30.0 

—  7  1 

•  o 

+  3.8 

+  4.5 

+  44.9 

•Tea  .  £  lb. 

21.5 

+  1.4 

~  4.0 

-  4.0 

+  22.2 

’‘Cocoa  .  -J-  lb. 

9.2 

0  1 

-  9.8 

-  S.8 

| 

+  1.1 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

I 

- 

j 

Lard  lb. 

19.1 

-  1.0 

+  6.7 

+  10.4 

+105.4 

.  Shortening  other  than  lard: 

1 

i 

I 

i 

- 

In  cartons  lb. 

20,2 

+  .5 

+  2.0 

+  3.6 

+  78.8 

In  other  containers  11 

24.3 

“  *4 

-  5.8 

-  .4 

+  32.8 

.  Salad  .dressing  pt. 

25.1 

0 

-  1.2 

-  .4 

+  24.9 

.  Oleomargarine  lb. 

23.5 

0 

+  4.9  i 

+  4.9 

+  50.6 

.  Peanut  butter  •» 

32.5 

+  .9  j 

+  20.8 

+  16,9 

+  81.6 

♦Oil,  cooking  or  salad  pt. 

30.5 

° 

i/  | 

ii 

il 

SUGAR  AND  SHEETS: 

—  ’  -  1 

Sugar  lb . 

6.8 

-  1.4  , 

-  1.4 

-  1.4 

+  33.3 

Corn  sirup  24  oz. 

15.-6 

+  .6 

+  5.4 

+  3.3 

+  14.7 

.♦Molasses  18  oz. 

15.6 

0  ! 

+  7.6 

+  4.7 

+  16.4 

.♦Apple  butter  ,  16  oz. 

13,0 

'  ■  0  ,  ] 
i 

U 

U  1 

1/ 

NOTE:  Data  are .based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to 
from  January  1943. to  date. 

1943  and  on  56  cities  c 

combined 

*  Not  included. in  the  index. 

1/  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February,  1943. 
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Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  l/ 


Table  4  —  Indexes  and  Percent  Changes  from  January  1941 

and  Other  Specified  Periods 


• 

|  _ _ 

Indexes'  193 

3-39  =  100 

■i - - 

! 

Percent 

Changes 

Region  and  City 

I  May  18 

19li3 

I  2/ 

1 

1 

Apr. 20 

i  191+3 

J 

1 

■  ■ 

May  12|  Sept. lb  Jan. If 

1942  |  1942  1941 

i 

i 

i  , 

!  j  .  5 

Apr. 20]  May  12 
191+3  !  191+2 

to  i  to 
May  18!  May  18 

191+3  |  19)+3 

Sept .15 

1942 

to 

;  May  18 

191+3 

Jan.  34 
1941 

to 

j  May  ]£ 

191+3 

United  States 

j  ii+3.o 

( 

1 

140.6 

121.6 

*126.6 

] 

1 

97.8 

• 

+  1.7 

T4 

!+U7i6 

| 

1 

+il3.;o 

i 

) 

•+46.2 

• 

New  England 

Boston 

1 

138.1 

137.1 

118. 3 

1 

fiai+.U 

1 

1  95.2 

+  .7 

i 

i 

lit.  16*7 

1 

» 

i+iU.X) 

1 

+1+5.1 

Bridgeport 

11+1+.7 

1139.6' . 

121.3 

!127.1 

!  96.5 

+  3.7 

+  19.3 

1  +13.0 

+49  *9 

Fall  River 

1U0.5 

139.3 

120.8 

125.7 

97.5 

+  .9 

1  +16.3 

j  +11.8 

+1+1+.1 

Manchester 

!  142.3 

1139.2 

124.0 

126.8 

96.6 

+  2.2 

i  +14.8 

1  +12.2 

+U7.3 

New  Haven 

11*5.7 

1138.4 

120.6 

1126.2 

95.7 

+  5.3 

1  +20.9 

j  +15.5 

+52.2 

Portland,.  Maine 

I  1140.3 

-137.35/ 

121.7 

1125.8 

95.3 

+  2. -2 

+  15.3 

<  +11.5 

+1+7.2 

Providence 

j  II4I.O 

137.0 

122.1 

I126.3 

96.3 

+  2.9 

+  15.5 

I 

:  +11.6 

+46.4 

Middle  Atlantic 
Buffalo 

11+7.8 

> 

;il+J(.o 

12P.2 

1 

i 

127.6 

1 

1 

1100.2 

+  2.6 

! 

j  +18.1 

• 

I 

j  +15.8 

+47.5 

Newark 

11+2.1+ 

440.73/ 

120.9 

128.0 

98.8 

!+  1.2 

!  +17.8 

+  11.2 

+44  •  1 

New  York 

11+3.3 

H39.9 

118.0 

125.2 

99.5 

j+  2.1+ 

j  +21.1+ 

+11+-5 

+*>44-0 

Philadelphia 

lill.6 

11+0.53/ 

119.1+ 

123.9 

95.0 

+  .8 

1  +18.6 

+ll+ .3 

+49.1 

Pittsburgh 

11+2.1+ 

il39.ii 

121.4 

125.9 

96.0 

+  2.2 

!  +17.3 

+13.1 

+1+5.3 

Rochester 

139.6 

139.33/ 

122.3 

125.2 

99.9 

+  .2 

i  +14.1 

1  +H.5 

+39.7 

Scranton 

11+8.3 

11+3.3 

121.0 

125.6 

97.5 

+  3.5 

j  +22.6 

!  +18.1 
i 

+52.1 

East  North  Central 
Chicago 

' 

lljl.l 

138.6 

121.7 

121+ .9 

98.2 

+  1.8 

i 

i 

1  _ 

1  +16. 9 

i 

+  13.0 

+63.7 

Cincinnati 

138.3 

138.2 

122.4 

126.9 

96.5 

+  .1 

!  +13.0 1  +9.0 

+1+3.3 

Cleveland  ■ 

11+6.3 

141.4 

124.1 

127.3 

99.2 

+  3*5 

+17.9 1  +n+ .9 

+  11+.9  !  +11+.0 

+1+7.5 

Columbus,  Ohio 

136.3 

134.8 

118.6 

119.6 

93.1+ 

+  1.1 

+1+5.9 

Detroit 

11+3.1+ 

137.1+ 

122.4 

121+.7 

97.0 

+  4.4 

1  +17.2 

+15.0  j 

+47.8 

Indianapoli s 

II40 .2 

138.0 

125.0 

127.1 

98.2 

+  1.6 

+  12.2 

!  +10  »'j  j 

+42.8 

Milwaukee 

ii+i  .9 

137.1* 

119.8 

121.0 

95.9 

+  3.3 

+18.4 

+17.3  ' 

+48.0 

Peoria 

li+8.7 

l44.0 

129.0 

130.7 

99.0 

+  3.3 

+  15.3 

+  13.8 

+50.2 

Springfield,  Ill. 

11+8.5 

144.8 

128.0 

130.2 

96.2 

1 

+  2.6 

+16.0 

+14.1 

■ 

+51+.1+ 

West  North  Central 

1 

.  Cedar  Rapids  I4/ 

1  44.3 

141.1 

123.9 

121.2 

95.9 

+  2.3 

+16.5 

+19.1  ! 

+50.5 

Kansas  City 

137.9 

137.1+ 

118.8 

120.7 

92.1+ 

+  .4 

+16.1 

+11+.3  ! 

+1+9.2 

Minneapoli s 

131+.9 

133.5 

120.9 

123.3 

99.0 

+  1.0 

+11.6 

/-s  J 

+  ?.4  i 

+36.3 

Omaha 

137.9 

136.2 

119.9 

123.2 

97.9 

+  2.0 

+15.0 

+11.9  i 

+40.9 

St .  Loui s 

1I+I+.7  ! 

11+2  .it 

123.8 

126.7 

99.2 

+  1.6 

+16.9 

+  11+.2  1 

+1+5.9 

St.  Paul 

134.8  ! 

133.6 

118. 7  | 

120.8 

98.6  . 

+  .9 

+13.6 

+11.6  | 

+36.7 

Wichita  L^/ 

1 

- - - L 

150.7  i 

152.7 

1 

1 

129.0 

132.0 

97.2 

f 

1 

- L 

-  1.3 

+16.8 

1 

+  11*. 2  j 

1 

1 

- L. 

+55*o 

l/  Aggregate  costs  of  ol  foods  (5 4  foods  prior  to  March  1943)  in  each  city,  weighted 
to  represent  total  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower- salaried  worker- 
have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of  population  weights.  Pri¬ 
mary  use  is  for  time- to- time  comparisons  rather  than  place- to-place  comparisons. 

2/  Preliminary. 

3/  Revised. 

4/  Indexes  based  on  June  19^0  equals  100. 


Table  3:  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined 


r 

L 

Percent  Change 

|  Apr.  20 

r  Ka  y*  12 

1  Sent.  15 

j  Jan.  14 

1943  to 

1942  .to 

! 1942  to 

1941  to 

Commodity 

Average 

}j  May  18 

j-  May'  18 

i  May  18 

May  18 

Price c 

>  1943 

'  1943 

1943 

1943 

Cents 

! 

i 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS: 

i 

i 

Cereals: 

i 

t 

Flour,  wheat 

10 

lb. 

60.8 

-  0.5 

17.8 

j 

1  +  12.0 

+  46.9 

Macaroni 

lb. 

15.3 

+  2.0 

•L 

1 

7.7 

+  8.5 

+  10.9 

♦fthe&t  cereal. 

.  28 

oz , 

23.7 

1  -  1.7 

1  — 

1.7 

!  _  ■]  o 

+  .9 

Corn  flakes 

.  8 

0  z . 

6.8 

-  2.9 

i  - 

5.6 

O  Q 
j  —  o,  y 

-  4.2 

Corn  meal 

lb. 

5.6 

+  1.8 

+ 

19.1 

i  +  12.0 

+  33.3 

♦Rice 

n 

12.7 

-  1.6 

+ 

3.3 

.  +  1.6 

+  60.8 

Rolled  oats 

ii 

.  8.7 

-  2.2 

•  + 

1.2 

0 

+  22.5 

♦Flour,  pancake 

20 

oz. 

10.6 

0 

ij 

V 

i j 

Bakery  products:  ' 

Bread,  white 

lb. 

8.9 

0 

+ 

2.3 

|  +  2.3 

+  14.1 

Bread,  whole  wheat 

ii 

9.8 

+  1.0 

+ 

3.2 

+  3.2 

+  12.6 

Bread,  rye 

.it 

9.9 

+  1.0 

+ 

2.1 

+  2.1 

+  10.0 

Vanilla  cookies 

n 

29.1 

+  .3 

+ 

5.1 

i  +  7.8 

+  Id,  .9 

Soda  crackers 

ii 

17.8 

+  ,6 

+ 

8.5 

!  +  7.2 

t 

i 

+  18.7 

MEATS: 

* 

| 

Beef: 

Round  steak 

lb. 

46.8 

+  2.2 

+ 

5.9 

+  5.9 

+  21.2 

Rib  roast 

u 

37.7 

+  3,3 

+ 

10.9 

+  8.6 

+  19.7 

Chuck  roast 

u 

31.8 

-  ,3- 

+ 

10.0 

+  6.0 

+  26  •  2 

♦Stew  meat 

ii 

35.0 

-  1.4 

i/ 

i/ 

57 

1 J 

Liver 

ii 

37.5 

+  .3 

1/ 

1/ 

Hamburger 

ii 

32.2 

-  2.1 

1/ 

i/ 

l] 

Veal: 

Cutlets 

lb. 

51.3 

-  7.4 

— 

4  n 

-  6.6 

+  13.5 

♦Roast,  boned  and  rolled 

Park: 

ii 

37.7 

+  4.7- 

i/ 

U 

U 

Chops 

lb. 

41.9 

-  .5 

— 

3.0 

-  2.8 

4  44.0 

Bacon,  sliced 

ii 

45.7 

+  1.3 

+ 

16.3 

+  11.7 

. 

+  51.8 

Ham,  sliced 

ii 

59.2 

-  1.7- 

+ 

.7 

.7 

+  31.3 

Ham ,  who 1 e 

it 

39.8 

0 

+ 

5.3  ! 

+  3.9 

+  51.9 

Salt  pork 

ii 

24.7 

-  .8 

+ 

2.9  i 

+  3.8 

+  47.9 

♦Liver 

ii 

23.5 

+  .4 

U  ! 

■i/ 

If 

1/ 

1/ 

♦Sausage 

ii 

38.3 

+  .3 

i/  1 

♦Bologna,  big 

Lamb: 

M 

i 

i 

33.8 

+  .3 

1/ 

if 

If 

Leg 

lb. 

41.8 

+  4.8 

4* 

23.7 

+  10.3 

+  50.4 

Rib  chops 

n 

! 

48.6 

-  .2 

i 

L 

+ 

17.7  j 
L 

+  3.2 

+  38.9 

Lata  are  "based  on  51  cities  com'bined  prior  to  1943  and  on  56  cities  com'bined 
from  January  1943. 

*  N#t  included  in  the  index. 

1 /  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February.  1943. 


(5) 

Table  3:  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in, Large  Cities  Combined,  (Cont’d.) 


.  - — — - - - -  - - - -  1 

Commodi ty 

Average 

Prices 

■  . . . . .  — 

Percent  Change 

Apr.  20 
1943  to 
May  18 
1943 

May  12 
1942  to 
May  18 
1943 

Sept.  15 
1942  to 
May  18 

1943 

J  an  *  14 
1941  to 
May  18 
1943 

Cents 

- 

MEATS:  (Continued) 

• 

Poultry: 

Roasting  chickens  2 J 

lb. 

45.4 

+  0.8 

+ 

30.2 

+  10.4 

+  51.9 

Fi  sh: 

Fish  (fresh,  frozen)  2/ 

it 

1 J 

~  1.0 

• 

+ 

1:1.1 

+  22.2 

?h,5 

Salmon,  pink  •  16-oz. 

can 

24.0  . 

-  +  3.0 

+ 

10.1 

+  10.1 

+  52 . 9 

* Salmon,  red  " 

it 

41.4 

+  .5 

+ 

3.5 

+  2.0 

+  56.8 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

• 

Butter 

lb. 

55.6 

-  -  .5 

+ 

21.7 

+  9.9 

+  46.3 

Cheese 

it 

38.4 

0 

+ 

12.9 

+  12.0 

+  42.2 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered) 

qt. 

15.6 

0 

+ 

4.7 

+  4.0 

+  20.0 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery) 

n 

14.4 

0 

.+ 

6.7 

+  6.7 

+  21.0 

Milk,  fresh  (average).  ‘  , 

it 

15.2  • 

0 

+ 

5.6 

.  +4.8 

+  19.7 

Milk,  evaporated  14y-oz. 

can 

10.1 . 

• 

0 

+ 

16.1 

+  13.5 

+  42.3 

• 

ECUS: 

Eggs,  fresh  2] 

doz . 

50.2 

+  .6 

+ 

23.1 

-  8.4 

+  45.9 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables: 

Fresh  fruits: 

'  Apples 

lb. 

12.9 

+21.7 

+ 

72.0 

+108.1 

+148.1 

Bananas 

ti 

11.7 

-  ,8 

mtm 

2.5 

+  13.6 

+  77.3 

Oranges 

doz. 

42,2. 

+  5.8 

+ 

34.4 

+  '  7.9 

+  54.6 

♦Grapefruit 

ea. 

7.8 

+  8.3 

+ 

23.8 

-  17.0 

2/ 

Fresh  vegetables: 

Beans,  green 

lb. 

17.4 

-35.1 

.  + 

29.9 

+  50.0 

+  24.3 

Cabbage 

it 

11.5 

0 

+155.6 

+194.9 

+238.2 

Carrots  bunch 

8.2 

+  3.8 

+ 

24.2 

+  18.8 

+  36.7 

Lettuce 

head 

16.5 

+  3.1 

+ 

79.3 

+  32.0 

+  96.4 

Onions 

lb. 

8.6  . 

+  1.2 

+ 

26.5 

+  91.1 

+138.9 

Potatoes  ‘  “  15 

lb. 

92.5 

+16.1 

+ 

74.5 

+  91.5 

+216.8 

Spinach 

lb. 

11.6 

-  8.7 

+ 

56.8 

+  8.4 

+  58.9 

Sweetpo  t  p.  toes 

it 

17.9 

+40.9 

+231 . 5 

+179.7 

+258.0 

♦Beets  bunch 

11.5 

0 

U 

1/ 

H 

Canned  fruits  and  vegetables: 

v 

* 

Canned  fruits.:. 

Peaches  #2§- 

can 

26.5 

+  .4 

+ 

13.7 

+  10.4 

+  60 . 6 

Pineapple  •  * 11 

ii 

28.7 

-  2.7 

+ 

5.9 

+  1.4 

+  37.3 

Grapefruit  ■  juice  #2 

can 

14.0  - 

0 

- ...... —  — — i — 

+ 

42.9 

1 

+  12.9 

-  ■  ■  ..  - —  .  -J 

2/ 

NOTE:  Data  are  "based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  1943  and  on  56  cities  combined 
from  January  1943  to  date. 

*  Not  included  in  the  index. 

1 J  Composite  price  not  computed. 

2 j  Percentage  change  computed  on  the  index. 

3 /  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October,  1941. 

4 J  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February,  1943. 


Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  l/  (Cont'd) 

Table  2,  —  Indexes  and  Percent  Changes  from  January  I9J4I 

end  Other  Specified  Periods; 


(8) 


_Indexes'193$-d9  -  IOC  T  Percent  Changes - 

uay  dan.lU  Ipr.tiO^lay  iSepffla!  ,Jan. 11; 

19U2  !  191*2  !  191*1  I  19l*3  I  191*2  19l*2  '  j  191*1  ' 

to  !  to  !  to  j  to 

Mpy  10 


May  18' Hay  18  Mav  10 

i  ......  i  ^ 


South  Atlantic 
Atlanta 
Baltimore 
Charleston,  S.C. 
Jacksonville 
Norfolk  5/ 
Richmond- 
Savannah 

Washington,  D.C. 
Winston-Salem  6/ 

East  South  Central 
Bi  rmingham 
Jackson  I4/ 
Knoxville"  hJ 
Loui  svi  lie-4 
Hemphi  s 
Mobile 


West  South  Central 
Dallas 
Houston 
Little  Rock 
New  Orleans 

Mountain 
Butte 
Denve  r 

Salt  Lake  City 

Pacific 

Los  Angeles 
Portland,  Oreg. 
San  Francisco 
Seattle 


II42.9  InO «3  f  120.1|  ‘  125.9 

152.6  |  16.8.63/125,8  :  131.2 

160.6  .123.2  i  126.6 

153.6  1 127.6  136.2 
152.0  j 126.1  131.9 

162.6  ! 120.9  '  126.2 

152 .53/130.3  :  133.3 

139.9  I  120.7  !  126.1 


160  .p 

151.5 

153.3 

ii+1.5 

153.8 

11*2.5 

11*0.0 


138.2  | II9.3  119. 


Q 


97.9 

95.9 

98.8 

95.8 

93.7 
100v5; 

97.7 

93.7 


160.7 

153.0 

156.6 

l6l. 

150 . 1 

169.9 


161.0  1  120.5 


128.3 


5  I 


105. Q  I 
156.7  |  131.0 
138.6  j  122.6 

I69.23/123.5 

150.53/126.8'  133.9 


125.3 

l6l.O 

136.2 

126.2 
129.7 


+  1.9  !  +18. 7 
+  2.7  +21.3 

-  .1  j  +13.9 

-  1.2  j  +18. 9 

+  .9  |  +21 .6 

-  .6!  +17.0 
•9 j  +18.0 

1.9 <  +18.1 
1.3  |  +17.6 


+ 

+ 

4* 


s +13.5 

+  16.3 
' +10.8 
+  12.9 
+  16.2 
+12.1 
+  15.6 
+  11.2 
+16.9 


+51.5 

+5.5.9 

+66.3 

+53  *3 
+60.0 

+51.0 
+53.0 
+65 .9 


+69 


96.0 
105.3 
97-1 
95.5;  + 
96.2 j  + 
97 .9  j  - 


•2  |  +16. & 
1.9  i  +19.3 
.1 j  +19.5 

2.2 j  +15.6 
•6 i  +21.5 
.61  +18. 2 


138.2 

163.7 


161.8 j  160.8 
152.51  I60.7 


137.031/116.8,  123.7  j  92.6| 

•  i-\.j  1/  12y  #‘9  1  7>H  -  Pi  !  1  HO  A; 

oH 


138.3 
163.8 
166 . 7 


166.2 
153.6 
168.0 

150.3 


136.7 

139.0 

162.2 


123.2 

129.0 


50.8 
129.2 
135.9 


_  I 


102. 6j 

95.6! 


+ 

4- 

+ 


•9 

.21 

7 1 
»  / 1 


101.9|  -  5 *  1 1  +18.2  !  +12 

!  1  1 


+  18. 3 
+  16.1  ‘ 
+15.1  i 


+12. 7- 

+  8.5 

+16.7 
+13.9 
+  15.7 

+11.9 


+  11.7 

+  9.9 
9.8 

.p 


J  } 
c:  1 


a  5 


121.5!  126.6 
j  122.9:  126.8 
!  12/ 


w2i 


130.1 


128. li 


166.2 
150.3 
169.7 
165 .93/129.9!  137.3 


iyu 

125 


137.9 

161.2 

133.5 


98.7  +  2.7  +13.8 
96.81 
97.5i 


4* 

4- 


101.8 
101.7 
99.6| 
101.0)  •• 


0.5 

1.8 


+  17.0 
+  16.5 


0 

2.2 

1.1 

3.0| 


+16.1 

+16.2 


+  11.0 
+13.6 
+  11.2 


4-  vj 

4- 


6.0 

8.8 

+17.9 j  +10.9 
+15.71  +  9.5 


+66. 
+6 
+61.3 
+68.2 
+59.3 
+53.1 


+69.2 

+60.1 

+68.3 

+69 . 7 


+60.1 

+51.7 

+68.6 


+63 . 6 

+51.0 
+68.6 
+68  .8 


ytoe3eLCr6S6lf  61  frs  {3h,  f00dS  pri0r  t0  191*3)  in  each  city,  weighted 

have  been  combined  witML  md  lo*?r- salaried  workers, 

marv  +.  ,  5  ltvCl  btates  th  the  use  of  population  weights,  pri- 

2/pre liminary.  ‘  "  '  1  rather  than  place- to-place  comparisons. 

3/Revi  sed. 

6/lndexes  based  on  June  i960  equals  100. 
p/Inc ludes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News. 


release  Saturday 
July  24,  1943  k,  ^  *./; 

,  .  x  U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 

•  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 

l\Vw  ~  Prices  and  Cost  of  Living  Branch 

aium*  Hz- 


O’iK4 


silt* 


rti" 


THE  C(3ST  OP  LIVING 
June  15,  1943 


.  lth  .other  living  costs  relatively  stable,  a  drop  in  fresh  vegetable  and  butter 
prices  cut  the  cost  of  living  for  city  workers  by  0.2  percent  in  the  month  ending 
June  15  —  the  first  month  to  show  a  reduction  since  a  year' before  Pearl  Harbor, 
Secretary  of  Labor  Frances  Perkins  reported  today, 

„  ".This  small  decrease  compares  with-  increases  of  0.8  percent  for  the  month  ending 

•  l  '  RLP,r0eiVt-’iU  the  c,or^h  endinS  APril  15‘  flnd  1.5  percent  for'  the  month  end-  ' 
'  mg  March  15,”  she  said,  . '*  ... 

*  . .(  •  • .  ■  ■  ■  • 

*  .  •  %  i  ^  ji  ,  •  r 

■  ,  ,1^e?uby  P°tat0’es’  which  trapped  9  percent,  against  a  usual  slight  rise  at  this 

•time  qi  the  year,  fresh  vegetables  showed  more-than-seasdnal  declines  of  8  to  13 
percent  from  their  previous  abnormal  levels  as  new  crops  came  onto  the  market  and  as 
victory  gardens  began  to  produce.  Butter  dropped  about  5  cents  a  pound  to  a  national 
average  of  50g  cents  a  pound  under  the  subsidy  program.  Butter  and  potatoes  together 
If1,  f  atout  9  percent  of  the  cost  of  food  and  about  4  percent  of  the  total  cost  of 
living  in  the  monthly  index  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 

Victory  gardens  will  affect  the  level ,of  the  cost  of  living  index  only  as  thev 
lower  commercial  prices;  no  account  can  be  taken  in  the  index  of  the  drop  in  food  * 
costs  during  the  summer  for  many  millions  of  families  who  grow  their  own  vegetables. 
The  index  cannot  reflect  the  added  effort  and  inconvenience  of  wartime  living,  but 
it  is  designed  to  measure  changes  in  retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  currently 
purchased  by  families  of  city,  wage  earners  and' clerical  workers. 

"Food  prices  as  a  whole,  making  up  over  40  percent  of  the  index,  declined  0.8 
percent  because  of  lower  prices  for  fresh  vegetables  and  butter.  Prices  of  canned 
fruits  and  vegetables  declined  0.5  percent  as  OPA  established  local  dollar  and  cents 
ceilings  in  many  large  cities  in  May,  Eggs,  apples  and  oranges  showed  the  chief  in¬ 
creases  because  of  seasonal  reductions  in  supply.  Prices  of  meats  were  generally  un¬ 
changed,  slight  increases  for  beef,  la.mb ,  and  fish  be  iiig  .balanced  by  slight  decreases 
for  pork  and  chickens.  Most  costs  making  up  the  other  60  percent  of  the  index  re¬ 
mained  fairly  stable.  Declines  ranging  from  less  than  1  percent  to  almost  12  percent 
were  reported  for  raybn  hose,  while  there  were  increases’ in,,  the  cost  of  cottpn^un- 
derwear  and  pajamas  because  of  the  disappearance  of  lower-priced  lines.  Prices  of 
summer  clothing  were  higher  than  last  June,  Men* s  shirts  made  in  accordance  with 
JFB  limitation  orders'  came  onto  the  market  slightly  below  the  May  price. 

i 

^  Miscellaneous  goods  and  services,  such  as  medical  care,  movies,  and  beauty  and 
barber  shop  services ,'  continued  to "increase.  Cost  of  automobile  collision  insurance 
was  reduced  because  of  the  increasing  age  of  cars  on  the  road, 

Housefurni shings »  fuel  prices  and  utility  rates  were  generally  stable,  end 
rents  were  reported  practically  unchanged  from  the  March  levels. 

The  whole  cost  of  living  index  now  stands  at  124*8  percent  of  .the  1935-39 
average,  23.8  percent  above  January  1941,  base  date. of • Little  Steel,  and  7.6  percent 
above  Ma .y  1942,  v/hen  the  OPA  initiated  retail  price  control.  Food  prices,  however, 
are  45  percent  above  January  1941  and  over  16  percent  above  May  1942”, 
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Table  1 


Report  for  June  15,  1943 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 

V  ■ 

|  i  ,j 

Indexes;  1935-39=  100  l/ 


■'" 

•  * 

■  ,  . 

1 

'Fuel, 

House-  ' 

■Mis- 

All 

•.  .J  * 

electricity 

furnish- 

-  cella- 

Date 

items  Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

and  iCfe 

in£s 

neous 

i 

1939:  August  15 

98.6  93.5 

100.3 

•  104.3 

97.5 

i00,6 

100.4 

1941:  January  15 

100.8  97.8 

100.7 

105.0 

>  100,8 

100.1' 

101.9 

1942:  May  15 

116.0  •  121.6 

126.2 

109.9 

104.9 

122.2 

110.9 

J  une  '15.  ■  . 

116,4  123.2 

125.3 

108.5  •• 

L  105.0 

122.3 

110.9 

September  15 

117.8-  .  126.6 

125.8 

108.0 

v  106.2-' 

123,6 

111.4 

1943:  May  15  •  *  ■ 

125.1-  143.0 

.127.9 

108.0 

107.6 

125.1 

115.3 

June  15 

*  ■*  \  •  i 

•124.8...  -141,9 

127.9 

♦ 

108.0*'* 

.  .  ,  •  t  ■ 

*  /  » 

'107.7 

-  125.4 

»  t 

115.7 

.  % 

•  * 

'*  ’  r  •*, 

•  •  •«.  ,  :  » 

Table  la. 

•*  *v* 

"  •'  V 

•  *  .1 

*  *  r 

u :  ■ 

•  •  .  * .  X  v  ;  .  .  • 

-  -   .  *»•  ...  • 

i  •  ■  ■  \  ;  . 

«-’*  >  ”*  •  •  •  -  r  .  .  , 

Percent'  of  ‘Change 

.  *  *y'  j  •  ‘  \ 

'A/  *  ► 

'  .  *  <  » 

*  1  * 

j  *  *  ,  . 

*  •. 

i 

*  : . 

j'  *  *  . 

Fuel.  V 

House-;.  . 

Mis- 

>  t  f 

i 

’AH  '  .  . 

electricity 

furnish- 

cella- 

Date 

items  -Food . 

. Clothing 

Rent 

and  ice  ' 

in.gs 

neous 

-  ■  i  * 

.May  15,  1943  to.  . 

.  . 

’ 

- 

Y  .  •,  , 

,  -  .  1 

,.  ,  >•  , 

June  15,  1943  .... 

1-0.2'.  ~0:8- 

•  6  f  • 

;  .  0 

+0.1  .  ..  . 

'  +0.2 

i  .  ‘  t  > 

+0.3 

Sept.  15,  1942  to  . 

»  ,  ,  *  ♦  " 

.  1  ■ 

>'  •  ' 

*  ’ 

-June  15,  1943 

+5.9  -+12.1 

+1.7  •' 

Q . ;  r. 

:  +1.4 

+1,5  ; 

+3.9 

/Tune  15,  1942  to 

*s  •’ 

•  .*  .  j 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

June  15,..  1943 

+7,. 2  :  +15.2 

•  +2.1  - 

■I  .  ■'-  0 , 5  \  . 

,  *  . ,  » 

.  ;  .  +2 .6  > 

<  ;  *  * 

."  +2.5 

+4.3 

• 'lay  .15, /1942  to  , 

•  •  r.  • 

-  June,. 15  ,  1943 

+7.6  '  +16,7 

’•  +1.3 '  ■o- 

.*  *  »  ,  i 

*•*.  +1 .7  •  .. 

+2,-7 

+2.6 

+4.3 

Jan.  15,  1941  to 

’  '  ****  t 

•*  °  .« .*  *  .1  '  "  /• 

!  *  ./  >  ,  \ 

!**.  .•  1 !  ~ : 

(  ' v  *.  1  # 

1  ,  ‘  *  fr  , 

.•a  June,  1 5 v  1943. 

+23.8  +45.1 

+27,0 

+  2.9 

+6,8 

+25.3 

+13.5 

lug.  15,  1939  to 

r  ,  . 

* 

i'j  ,  ^  •  f  • 

•  *  r 

••  *t ;  ■  9 "  '* 

June,  .15  ,  1943  . ,  , 

+26 .6  .  +51 . 8 

+  27.5 

+3.5 

+10.5 

+24.7 

+15.2 

.  V* 

■  •  *  v 

:-U 

r  -  ■  - - - - 

•  »!■;  >.  i.  ;  r-  -  •;  . .  .  -  -  »  «  . 

l/  These  ^indexes  are  .  based  on  -changes  in  the  dqist  of  goods  purchased  by .  wage  e) 
and  lower- salaried  workers' 'in  large  cities,  .0:  . .  -v  .  •  • 


arners 


Table  2 


Report  for  15,  1943 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Percent  Change  between  Kay  15,  1943  and  June  15,  1S43  by  Groups* 


Area  and  City 

All 

items 

Food  i 

Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel , 

electricity 
and  ice 

House- 
furni th¬ 
ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

Average:  Large  Cities 

-0,2 

-0.8  1/ 

0 

0 

+0.1 

+0. 2 

+0.3 

New  England: 

Boston 

-0.4 

-0.9 

-0.2 

0 

0 

+0,3 

+0.4 

Manche  ster 

2/ 

+0.8 

2/ 

2/ 

0 

2/ 

2/ 

Portland,  Maine 

2/ 

+0.2 

2/ 

2/ 

-0.1 

2/ 

2/ 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 

-0.8 

*1.8 

+0.1 

0 

-0,2 

+0,1 

-0.2 

New  York 

-0,3 

-1.3 

+0,2 

+0.1 

+0.3 

+0.3 

+1.2 

Philadelphia 

-0,8 

-1.7 

-0,2 

0 

-0.1 

+0,4 

0 

Pittsburgh 

0 

•0.1 

+0.2 

0 

0 

+0.4 

-0.1 

Scranton 

.2/  * 

-2.6 

2/ 

2/ 

0 

2/ 

2/ 

$ast  North  Central: 

Chicago 

-0,3 

-0.8 

+0.2 

.  0 

0 

+0.1 

+0,1 

Cincinnati 

+0.4 

+0.7 

-0.2 

0 

-0.1 

+0.2 

+0.6 

Cleveland 

+0.9 

+2,2 

—0 . 2 

+0.1 

-0.2 

+0.1 

+0.3 

-  Detroit 

-0.4 

-1.3 

+0.1 

+0.1 

-0,1 

+0.2 

+0.6 

Indianapolis 

2/ 

+0.1 

2/ 

2/ 

+1,9 

2/ 

2/ 

Milwaukee 

2/ 

-2.3 

.2/ 

2/ 

-0.1 

2/ 

2/ 

West  North  Central: 
Kansas  City 

-0,5 

-1.4 

+0.2 

+0.1 

0 

+0.9 

0 

Minneapolis 

+0.1 

-0.6 

+0.5 

+0.1 

+0.4 

+0.2 

+0.9 

St.  Louis  - 

-0.3 

-1.0 

+0.1 

-0.1 

0 

+0.1 

+0.4 

$outh  Atlantic: 
Atlanta 

2/ 

+0.7 

2/ 

Ml 

0 

2/ 

2/ 

Baltimore 

-0.1 

-0.1 

0 

—0*1 

-0.1 

+0.1 

-0.1 

J  acksonville 

2/ 

+0,1 

2/ 

2/ 

0 

2/ 

2/ 

Norfolk 

-  2/ 

-1.0 

2/ 

2/ 

-0.2  . 

2/ 

2/ 

Richmond 

2/ 

-1.3 

2/ 

2/ 

0 

2/ 

2/ 

Savannah 

+0.3 

0 

+0.1 

0 

0 

+0.1 

41.7 

Washington,  D,-  C. 

+0.1 

+0.1 

+0.6 

0 

-0.4 

+0.2 

-0.1 

East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 

+0.5 

+0.9" 

+0.1 

0 

+0.7 

+0.4 

+0.3 

Memphi s 

2/ 

-1.2 

2/ 

2/ 

-0,2 

2/ 

2/ 

Mobile 

2/ 

-0.1 

2/ 

2/ 

+8,8 

2/ 

2/ 

West  South  Central: 

Houston 

i 

f— 1 

• 

o 

-2.6 

-0,6 

-0.1 

+0.7 

+0. 2 

+0.5 

New  Orleans 

2/ 

-0,2 

2/ 

2/ 

-0,3 

2/ 

2/ 

Mountain: 

Denver 

-0.7 

-1.9 

+0.2 

-0,1 

-0.4 

+0.1 

+0.5 

Pacific: 

Los  An^bles 

+0.4 

+0.4 

+0.2 

+0.1 

0 

+0.1 

+0.9 

Portland,  Oregon 

2/ 

-1.0 

2/ 

2/ 

0 

2/ 

2/ 

San  Franc iseo 

+0.5 

+1.2  . 

+0.2 

0 

0 

0 

-0.4 

Seattle 

-1.1 

-2.5 

-0.5 

+0.4 

0 

+0.3 

-0.2 

♦  These  percent  changes  are  based  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  g#ods  purchased  by  wage 


earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 
1^/Based  on  data  for  56  cities, 

2/Monthly  data  not  available. 


Table  3 


Report  for  June  15,  1943 


COST  OR  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 

Percent  Changes  Since  August  1939,  January  1941  and  Other  Specified  Date£* 


Percentage  Changes 


'  June  15,1943  Aug.  15,1939  Jan.  1,1941.  Hay  15,1942  Sept.  15,1942 

Area  and  '  to  •  •  to  to  to  to 

City  June  15,1943  June  15,1943  June  15,1943  June  15,1943  June  15,1943 


•iverage: 


Large  Cities 

+7,2 

+26.6 

+23.8 

+7.6 

+5.9 

Tew  England: 

Boston 

+6.9 

+25.4 

+22.9 

+7.4 

+4.  8 

Manchester 

+7.9 

+31.4 

+28.2 

1/ 

+6.9 

Portland,  Maine 

+6.7 

+28.2 

+26.4 

x/ 

+5.5 

iddle  Atlantic: 

% 

Buffalo 

+5.7 

+29.7 

+25.4 

+6.1 

+6.1 

New  York 

+8.4 

+25.1 

+22.8 

+9.3 

+6.4 

Philadelphia 

+7.7 

+26 . 6 

+24.8 

+7.9 

+5.9 

Pittsburgh 

+6 , 8 

+26.9 

+23.4 

+7.9 

+6.3 

Scranton 

+8.1 

+28.8 

+24.6 

i/ 

+7.3 

-last  North  Central: 

i 

i 

Chicago 

+6.7 

+25.7 

+22.6 

+6.5 

+5.8 

-Cincinnati 

+6.4 

+27.7 

+24.8 

+7.2 

+5.3 

Cleveland 

+8.1 

+29.2 

+26.7 

+8.8 

+8.0 

Detroit 

+7.0 

+28.7 

+25.5 

+6.7 

+7.1 

Indianapolis 

+5.9 

+28.8 

+23.7 

1/ 

+6.0 

Milwaukee 

+6.1 

+26 . 5 

+23.7 

1/ 

+6.4 

.Test  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

+6.8 

+23.6 

+23.9 

+6.8 

+6.3 

Minneapolis 

+5.2 

+22.3 

+19.7 

+5,2 

+4.4 

St.  Louis 

+6.0 

+26.0 

+22, 4 

+6.9 

+6.0 

$outh  Atlantic: 

Atlanta 

+8.4 

+27.8 

+25.5 

i/ 

+6.7 

Baltimore 

+7.5 

+29.8 

+  27.2 

+8.4 

+6.9 

Jacksonville 

+9.0 

+32.7 

+28.3 

1/ 

+7.6 

Norfolk 

+  9.2 

+34.4 

+30.6 

1/ 

+7.6 

Richmond 

+5.S 

+25.1 

+23.1 

i/ 

+4.6 

Savannah 

+10.1 

+33.2 

+30.5 

+  9.4 

+8.4 

Washington,  D,  C. 

+7.2 

+25.6 

+23.9 

+7.9 

+5.7 

last  South  Central: 

Birmingham 

+7.9 

+28.3 

+24.3 

+6.5 

+6.4  ' 

Memphis 

+6.2 

+29.9 

+27.3 

1/ 

+6.5 

Mobile 

+8.2 

+30.1 

+27.8 

i/ 

+6.1 

e s t  South  Central: 

Houston 

+6.5 

+22.3 

+20.8 

+  6,0 

+4.4 

New  Orleans 

+9.6 

+30.0 

*27.4 

1/ 

+6.6 

ountain: 

Denver 

+6.7 

+25.3 

+23.5 

+6.8 

+5.4 

racif ic 

Los  Angeles 

+6.5 

+25.7 

+23.2 

+6.9 

+3.8 

Portland,  Oregon 

+7.0 

+30.6 

+  28.1 

1/ 

+4.6 

San  Francisco 

+9.2 

+29 . 6 

+26.4 

+9 . 4 

+6,5 

Seattle 

+7.5 

+27.7 

+25.5 

+5.7 

+4.4 

*  These  percent  changes  are 

based  on  cost 

of  goods 

purchased  by  wage 

earners  and 

lower-salaried 

workers  in 

large  cities. 

1/  Data  not  availa 

ble . 

Table  4,  _ 

Report  for  June  15.,  1945 

;  *-;•  '  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 

percent  Changes  Between  March  15.'  1943  and  June  15.  1943  hy  Croups* 


Region  and  Citv 


All 

items 


.  #  r 


Food 


Clothing 

Average;  Large  Cities  +1,6  .  +3.3  if  -+0.2  • 


New  England; 

Boston  , 

+1.0 

.  +2,0  . ;  „ 

Manchester 

+1.8 

.  +4.1  • 

Portland,  Maine 

+2.0- 

+4.6 

Midale  Atlantic: 

Buffalo 

+1.1 

+2.8  '• 

New  York 

+1.5 

+  2.5 

Philadelphia 

+2.0 

+4,3 

Pittsburgh 

+1.9 

+3.7 

Scranton 

+2,6 

+5*5 

East  North  Central; 

Chicago 

+1.5 

+3.0 

Cincinnati 

+1.9 

+3.0 

Cleveland 

+2,9 

+  7.2 

Detroi t 

;•  +2,3 

+4.3 

-‘•ndianapoli s 

+2.2 

+4.1 

Milwaukee 

+1.7  2/+3.4  2/ 

West  North  Central; 

Kansas  City 

+1*0 

+1.7 

Minneapolis 

+0.7 

+0.8 

St.  Louis 

+1*5 

+  3.2 

South  Atlantic; 

Atlanta.' 

+  1.8 

+4.5 

Baltimore 

+  2.6 

+  5.9 

Jacksonville 

+2.9 

+3.9 

Norfolk 

+2.2 

+  5.0 

Richmond 

+1.2 

+2.8 

Savannah 

+3*2 

+6 , 0 

Washington,  D,  C. 

+2.1 

+4.2 

East  South  Central: • 

. 

Birmingham 

+2.9 

+  5.3 

Memphis 

+1.1 

+2*  4 

Mobile- 

+1.8 

+  2.9 

West  South  Central: 

. . 

Houston 

,.-0.2 

-1.9 

New  Orleans 

-0.4 

-0.7 

Mountain;- 

Denver 

.  +1 .4 

+2,8 

Pacific;  •’  •  . 

JjOS  Angeles' 
Portland;  Oregon 
San  Francisco 
Seattle  .  ' 


+3*1 


+0,4 


Rent 


Fuel* 

House- 

.Mis- 

electricity 

furnish- 

cella- 

and  ice 

ings 

neous 

+0.3  ’ : 

+0.7  '  ” 

+1.0 

+0.2' 

+0.1 

+0.8  , 

+0.1  ’  . 

+1.0 

-0.3 

0  ’ 

+0.2 

+0-.9- 

•  -0.2 

+0.1 

+0.2 

+0.1 

'  +0.1 

+0.6 

+1.6 

0 

•  -0.1  • 

+1.0 

+0.3 

0 

+0.2  - 

+1 . 2 

+0.4 

-0.2 

0  ‘ 

+0.8 

+6*5 

+0.1 

0 

+0 . 2 

•+0.6  • 

0 

,.-0.1 

+2*1 

+2.6 

"-+0.1 

v  ■  o 

’•  +0.4 

+0.3 

•+0.-1 

'  -0.1 

+0.7 

+2  *6 

+0.3 

*'  +4.1  * 

+1.3 

+0. 9 

0 

.  +2.4 

+0.1 

+0.8 

+0,3 

0 

+2.1 

+0.9 

-  +0.2 

+1.9 

+0.6 

+0.8 

0 

0 

+1.0 

+0.6  - 

-0.1 

-0.2  ■' 

+0.3 

-0.2 

-0.1 

-0.1 

+0.1 

+0.5 

-0.1 

+0.1 

+0.1 

+5,1; - 

-0. 3 

'  -0.2 

*  +0.5 

+0,2.. 

'  0 

0 

+0.3 

+0.6 

0 

0  • 

+0.1 

+3. -3  • 

0 

* 

-0.3  3/ 

+0.1 

+2. 0 

+0.5 

+2*0 

+1.5 

+2*2 

+0.1 

'  -0*2 

+0.3 

+0.3 

-0.8 

+8.8 

•  •*  ‘  *• 

0 

+0.9  '  - 

•  0 

.  *  +o,7  ;• 

+0, 3 

+2. 2 

-0.M 

'  -003  ' 

-:cr 

+0.2  v 

-0.1- 

-0.4  ' 

1  ,  f  «  • 

+0.1 

+1.4  r 

+0.1 

0 

+0.3 

+0.9  * 

+0*2 

+0.1 

+0,9 

+2*;0 

*0 

‘  0 

0 

+1.1  \ 

+0.5 

'+0*5  .  \ 

+0*8 

+0.9.’ 

jr  -----  — * — ~+^  unocu  uii  uaciages  in  tne  cost 
earners  a,nd  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 

1/  Based  on  data  for  56  cities*  .  ;  ‘  ,  * 

2/  Indexes  for  Ma.rch -revi sed*  all  items  120,7;  feed  134  2 
3/  Index  for  March  revised;  105.6 
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Table  5 

•***•"■'.*  I*'  f-'l'Cjv'. " 

cost  or  living"  in  large*  cities 


•  ff 


*7,.  ,  •• 

.  Some 

All 

'■•Cfty  and :  Datre 

,  Hems 

— •  •  —  ~  — -•  W-  -r- 

—  —  r-  -*»  ^ 

Average:  Large  Cities 

’  April  15  v 

124.1 

*’rMay  15 

125.1 

-  •'"'June  15->* 

124.8 

Atlanta: 

**  .  ’April  16  " 

2/ 

'  May  15 i  * 

■  ”*  2/ 

•  'June  15  •  -■ 

.  125.2 

Baltimore :r  v 

;  ,1  r.f 

"  April  15  - 

■  126*7 

May  15 

128.2 

;  "  v  June  i-5-  - 

128,1 

Birmingham:  •• 

"April  15”* 

125,5 

*■  *  ’’■  May  15  -  "* 

.  125,8 

'  •  '  June  15 

-126.4 

1  Boston: 

April  15 

121,8 

'  •  May  15  • 

122.3 

•  v'June  15  “ 

.■  -421.8 

*-  Buffalo: 

April  15 

127.4 

•  *  May  15  ■  “ 

428.8 

•  ’*''*  June  15  x- 

./  -  127.8 

/*  Chicago:-'. 

.  «  ■» 

-  •  April  15 

.123.5 

-  ■'  May  15, 

124.5 

June  15  <•- 

124.1 

Cincinnati* 

,  4 

April  15 

123.4 

■  '  1  May  15  s' 

■  ,  -123.8 

*■'  June  15  - 

124.3 

•  -  Cleveland: 

.  * 

April  15 

126.2 

‘  May  15 

. .  -  128,0 

‘  June  15 

129.2  ; 

Denver: 

April  15 

*122.5; 

,  May  15 

124.4 

1'  June -15* 

123.5  ; 

"  -  /'  Detroit :  * 

♦  '* 

%  * 

April  15 

125.0 

May  15’* 

A  -  127.3 

June  15 

126.8 

Houston:  '  *  •; 

April  15 

124*0. , 

May  15 

124.4 

June  15 

.-4.2&v3 

.Indexes,  1935-39  =  100* 
Indexes  for  April  and  May 


Food 

Clothing 

.  Rent ,, 

140.61/ 
143.0 I/ 
141.9  If 

127,9 

127.9 

127.9 
*  ** 

108.0 

1Q8.Q 

108.0 

•*  *-■ 

1,40.3 
1,42.  S 
143.9 

'  §/  . 
-2/, 
128,5 

VS/ 

2/. 

106.4 

148.6 

152.6 
.152,5 

1£7  Sb 

127.4 

127.4 

r* 

106.8 

106.8 

106.7 

* 

,141.0 
140..  ^  * 
141.9 

128.3 

129.2 

129  f,.3 

**  •-»* 

121,6 

121.8 

121.8 

137.1 

138.1 
i,  136.6 

123.5 

123.6 
1-23,3 

1 . 

104.9 

104.9 

104.9 

144.0 
^  14.7. 8 
rj.4.5.2 

'  };  '  • 

128.0 

127,v5 

ih?,6 

11476 

114.6 

11476 

• 

,138.6 

141.1 

140.0 

123.7 
1237-5 
.133;  7 

114*5 
114 . 5 
114.5 

*  ♦_  v- 

138.2 
,  138.3 

139.2 

» •  * 

132  ’8 

132..  9 

/I33.6 
»  . 

105.1 

105.1 

105.1 

•»*  t 

• 

141.4 
146.3 

149.5 

131.0 

131.0 

.130.8 

i 

115.3 
, 115.3  - 
•115.4  ' 

« .  *  s 

i  139.0 
143.8 
;  .-.“141.0 

, 124.7 
124.0 
I34.2 

: 10§.l  4 
109.1  * 
.  109.0  , 

>137.4 
^U3  •  4 
-  141.6  ;; 

-  *  • 

125.3 

,129,2 

129*3 

1 14.3  7 
-  *114.3  * 

•  •  tj 

114.4 

«..r  ?-  r 

‘  •443.4  ..-. 

143.7 
\  --.140  .“0 

.  “V  - 

129.7  *7 
130.2 
129,4  * 

.109^0 

109.1; 

.*109:0:- 

Revised) 

»  -**  ..  j  {  **. . 

,  , . :?uel, 

House- 

Mis- 

electricity 

fdrnish- 

- :  ’cel-la- 

and  ice 

L  ^  ^  f  '  jit  ,  f 

ings  ' 

-  - 

neous 

107,5 

124. 8  “<■ 

> 114*9 

107.6 

125.1’ • 

"  115.3 

.*107.7 

i25-;4- 

*  115.7 

113.1 

-  ■  -2J : 

:!  s/ 

;  112.5 

3/---; 

.  2/ 

112.5 

120  ;  5  ;;' 

*  ■  *  * 

117.1 

“'106.8 

128,9  •" 

114.  4 

r  I’bS. 8 

128.9" 

114.4 

.106*7 

'129.0: 

114.3 

•  *  lt)l.l 

120.8  4 

114.8 

l6l.7 

121.3  ■■ 

115.5 

*  102.4 

•  -  .  JFi 

121.8 

*  115.9 

118.3 

119.8 

Ill .  4 

.118.4 

-  119.5  4 

'111.8 

7**  118. 4 

- 

-'119.8 

112.2 

■'  105.0 

126.5 

121.4 

.  105.0 

*•  126.5 

•*121.8 

;  104.8 

r  •  * 

126.6  •- 

,  -  t-  . 

121.6 

'  103,2 

'  120.2' 

113.6 

103.2 

120.3 

113.7 

103.2 

120.4 

113.8 

103,9 

-  %  •;  i 

126. 9*. 

■’114.5 

103.9 

128.4  \ 

116.1 

103.8 

'  128  *.6 

116.8 

‘  113.7 

'  **•  •  • 

125.0 

114*9 

,  ..  113:7 

125,0'  - 

115.0 

113.5 

"*  ; 

125. B 

•vt  , 

115.3 

•A, 

w  100.1 

121 ;8‘  - 

114.5 

100.1 

121.8- 

115.5 

99.7 

-  -  *T  4 

121 ’.9  •••’ 

116.1  . 

f  *  108.9 

T2‘2.4"-  :: 

120*7 

7  " 108.9 

121.3 

''  108.8 

123'.  G’*^ 

122.0 

"92*  S' 

•  ■12^74  > 

*116,5 

.  ."'  92.2  *** 

>I£S:6 

117.4 

92*8  ‘  ■ 

"  :rv;  -4  » 

"122 i8  -  1 : 

118.0 

■,"*  ;r-  A :■>*"' 4 

•»  .  1  -  ?*r  .  r. 

• 

R 

Table  5.  (Continued) 
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COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 
Indexes,  1935-39  =  100* 

(Some  Indexes  for  April  and  May  Revised) 


All 


CHyjmd  Bate 

items 

Indianapolis: 

April  15 

2/ 

May  15 

2/ 

June  15 

126.2 

Jacksonville: 

April  15 

3/ 

May  15 

2/ 

June  15 

130.7 

Kansas  City: 

April  15 

122.2 

May  15 

122.5 

June  15 

121.9 

Los  Angeles: 

April  15 

125.9 

May  15 

125.8 

June  15 

126.3 

Manchester: 

April  15 

2/ 

May  15 

2/ 

June  15 

128.5 

Memphis: 

April  15 

zJ 

May  15 

2/ 

June  15 

127.0 

Milwaukee: 

April  15- 

3/ 

May  15 

Zl 

June  15 

122.7 

Minneapolis: 

April  15 

121.0 

May  15 

121.8 

June  15 

121.9 

Mobile: 

April’  15 

2/ 

May  15 

I / 

June  15 

128.3 

New  Orleans: 

April  15 

2j 

May  15 

*'  Zl 

June  15 

129.6 

New  York: 

April  15 

122.8 

May  15 

124.2 

June  15 

123.8 

Norfolk:  • 

April  15 

2/ 

May  15 

I / 

June  15 

131.4 

Food_  Clothing  Rent 


138.0 

zl 

Zl 

140.2 

z/ 

\  zl 

140.3 

128.5 

115.6 

153.4 

zJ 

zl 

151.5 

zJ 

Zl 

151.7 

12.7.8 

112.1 

137.4 

125.4 

108.5 

137.9 

125.2 

1C8.6 

136.0 

125.4 

108.7 

146,2 

129.8 

109.9 

146.2 

129.3 

105.9 

146,8 

129,6 

110.0 

139.2 

z! 

Zl 

142.3 

zf 

Zl 

143.4 

130.4 

107.6 

149.2 

z( 

Zl 

150.1 

z! 

2/ 

148.3 

136.5 

115.6 

137,4 

Zl 

Zl 

141.5 

zl 

Zl 

138,7 

124.6 

108,2 

133.5 

127.7 

109.9 

134.9 

127.1 

109.9 

134.1 

127.7 

110.0 

150.5 

ZJ 

Zl 

149.9 

Zl 

zl 

149.8 

127.7 

113.6 

160.7 

Zl 

• z! 

152.5 

■zl 

z! 

152.2 

132.7 

107.0 

139.9 

127.5 

103,2 

143.3 

127.8 

103,2 

141.4 

128.0 

103.3 

152.0 

Zl 

Zl 

153.3 

Zl 

Zl 

151.7 

132.6 

108.6 

Fuel. 

House- 

Mis¬ 

ilectrici  t; 

f  furtiish- 

cella¬ 

and  ice 

_ ings  _ 

neous 

jt 

108.3 

2 / 

Zl 

108.3 

2/ 

zl 

110.4 

129,4 

118.2 

>  *- 

113.1 

Zl 

2/ 

112.1 

Zl  * 

2/ 

112.1 

125.8 

122.6 

107.9 

118.5 

116.1 

107.9 

119.2 

116.7 

107.9 

120.3 

116,7 

% 

94. 2 

119.1 

116.2 

94.2 

119.2 

116,2 

94.2 

119.3 

117,2 

123.5 

Zl 

Zl ' 

123.5 

Zl 

zl 

123,5 

122.6 

114.0 

104.4 

zlt  ■. 

’  zl- 

104.4 

zl 

Zl 

104.2 

124.7 

111.0 

104.6 

Zl  - 

Zl 

106.7 

zl 

Zl 

106.6 

124.6 

115.0 

100.0 

125.2 

116.2 

101.5 

125.5 

117.2 

101.9 

125.8 

118.2 

103.4 

2/ 

2/ 

103.4 

Zl 

Zl 

112.5 

121.4 

115.5 

96.3 

Zl 

Zl 

96.3 

zl  ■ 

Zl 

96.0 

127.4 

114.  C 

110.6 

118.5 

113,3 

110.4 

118.6 

113,6 

110.7 

119.0  . 

115.0 

116.2 

Zl 

Zl 

116.2 

zl 

zl 

116,0 

129.1 

123.7 

Table  5.  (Continued) 
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COST  OF  LIVING-  IN  LARGS  CITI2S 
Indexes,  1935-39  =  100* 


(Some  Indexes  for  April  and  May  Revised) 


City  and  Date 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel,  House- 

electricity  furnish- 
and  ice  ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

Philadelphia: 

April  15 

124.3 

140.5 

127.6 

106.7 

105.9 

123.0 

114.7 

May  15 

124.8 

141.6 

127.7 

106.7 

105.  S 

123.4 

114.8 

,  June  15 

123.8 

139.2 

127.5 

106.7 

105.8 

123.9 

114.8 

Pittsburgh: 

April  15 

123.7 

139 . 4 

130.8 

107.3 

110.3 

122.8 

114.2 

May  15 

124.9 

142.4 

131.2 

107.3 

110.3 

123.1 

114.3 

June  15 

124.9 

142.3 

131.5 

107.3 

110.3 

123.6 

114.2 

Portland,  Maine: 

April  15 

2/ 

137.3 

2/ 

2/ 

117.0 

2/ 

2/ 

May  15 

S/ 

140.3 

sJ 

2/ 

117.0 

S/ 

2/ 

June  15 

124.5 

140.6 

125.7 

106.4 

116.9 

121.1 

117.4 

Portland,  Oregon: 

April  15 

2 1 

150.3 

2/ 

2/ 

116.5 

2/ 

2/ 

May  15 

a / 

153.6 

2/ 

2/ 

116.5 

3j 

2/ 

June  15 

130.7 

152.1 

129.5 

115.4 

116.5 

122.9 

118.7 

Richmond: 

April  15 

2/ 

142.4 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

106.5 

2/ 

2/ 

May  15 

S 1 

141.5 

2/ 

106.5 

2 / 

2/ 

June  15 

122.6 

139.6 

132.0 

103.9 

106.5 

127.7 

113.1 

St.  Louis: 

April  15 

123.1 

142.4 

128.8 

106.1 

106.2 

116.6 

111.7 

May  15 

124.0 

144.7 

128.8 

106.2 

106.2 

117.5 

111.8 

June  15 

123.6 

143.3 

128.9 

106.1 

106.2 

117.6 

112.3 

San  Francisco: 

April  15 

128.5 

149.7 

128 . 1 

106.0 

92.2 

119.0 

122.4 

May  15 

128.1 

148.0 

127.3 

106.0 

92.2 

119.0 

123.7 

June  15 

128.7 

149.8 

127.5 

106.0 

92.2 

119.0 

123.2 

Savannah: 

April  15 

131.2 

152.5 

130.3 

114.9 

113.1 

121.4 

119.7 

May  15 

131.9 

153.8 

130.5 

114.9 

113.1 

121.4 

120.6 

June  15 

132 . 3 

153.8 

130.6 

114.9 

113.1 

121.5 

122.6 

Scranton: 

April  15. 

2/ 

143.3 

2/ 

2 / 

103.9 

2/ 

2/ 

May  15 

2 / 

148.3 

2/ 

2/ 

103.9 

2/ 

2/ 

June  15 

123.6 

144. 4 

128.6 

97.3 

103.9 

123.9 

110.2 

Seattle: 

April  15 

127.9 

145.9 

131.0 

110.2 

101.9 

120.1 

123.1 

May  15 

129.5 

150.3 

131.0 

110.2 

101.9 

120.4 

123.1 

June  15 

128.1 

146.6 

130.4 

110.6 

101.9 

120.8 

122.8 

Washington,  D.  C.: 

April  15 

122.5 

13S.9 

135.0 

100.3 

105 . 6 

131.4 

118.6 

May  15 

123.7 

142.5 

134.7 

100.3 

105.7 

131.3 

120.3 

June  15 

123.8 

142.7 

135.5 

100.3 

105.3 

131.5 

120.2 

*  These  indexes  are 

based  on 

changes 

in  the  co 

st  of  goods  purchased 

by  wage 

earners 

and  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 
1/  Based  on  data  for  56  cities. 

2/  Monthly  data  not  available. 
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U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 

THE  COST  OF  LIVING 
(Including  RETAIL  COOTS  OF  FOOD) 

June  15,  191+3 


Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Prices  and  Cost  of 
.  Living.  Branch . . 

THE  LJBftAftY 


fit 


r  ot  1  0 


i"7ith  other  living  costs  relatively  stable,  a  drop  in  fresh  vegetable  and 
butter  prices  cut  the  cost  of  living  for  city  workers  by  0,2  percent  in  the  month 
ending  June  15  —  the  first- month  to  show  a.  reduction  since  a  year  before  Pearl 

‘Harbor,  Secretary  of' Labor  Frances  Perkins  reported  today, 

•  « 

’’This  small  decrease  compares  with  increases  of  0,8  percent  for  the 
month  ending  May  19,  1.1  percent  in' the  month  ending  April  IP ,  and  1,5  for  the 


month  ending  March  1 


the  Secretrrv  said. 


) 


’’Led  by  potatoes,  which  dropped  9  percent,  against  a  usual  slight  rise 
at  this  time  of  the  year,  fresh  vegetables  showed  mo  re- than-*  seasonal  declines 
of  8  to  13  percent  from  thoir  previous  abnormal  levels  as  nexv  crops  came  onto  the 
market  and  as  victory  gardens  began  to  produce.  Butter  dropped  about  5  cents  a 
-pound  to  a  national  average  of  ^Cb  cents  a  pound  under  the  subsidy  program.  Butter 
-and  potatoes  together  make  up  about  9  percent  of  the  cost  of  food  and  about  k 
percent  of  the  total  cost  of  living  in  the  monthly  index  compiled  by  the  Bureau 
•of  Labor  Statistics. 

’’Victory  gar. lens  will  affect  the  level  of  the  cost  of  living  index  only 
as  they  lower  commercial  prices;  no  account  can  be  taken  in  the  index  of  the  drop 
in  food  costs  during  the  summer  for  many  millions  of  families  ah o  grow  their  own 
vegetables.  The  index  cannot  reflect  the  added  effort  and  inconvenience  of  wartime 
living,  bu+  it  is  designed  to  measure .  changes  in  retail  prices  of  goods  and  services 
currently  purchased  by  families  of  cit^  wage  earners  and  clerical  workers, 

S' 

Food  prices  as  a  whole,  making  up  over  4O  percent  of  the  index,  declined 
0,8  percent  because  of  lower  prices  for  fresh  vegetables  and  butter.  Prices  of 
canned  fruits  and  vegetables  declined  0.5  percent  os  OPA  established  local  dollar 
;  nd  cents  ceilings  in  many  largo  cities  in  flay.  Eggs,  apples  and  oranges  showed 
the  chief  increases  because  of  seasonal  reductions  in  supply.  Prices  of  meats 
were  generally  unchanged,  slight  increases  for  beef,  lamb  and  fish  being  balanced 
by  slight  decreases'  for  pork  and  chickens. 


, 

) 


-•  Declines  ranging  from  less’  than  1  percent  to  almost  12percent  were  reported 
jyon  hose, '■while  there  were  increases  in  the  cost  of  cotton  underwear  and 


Most  costs  making  up  the  other  60  percent  of  the  index  remained  fairly 

stable . 
for  ravon 

pajamas  because  of  the  disappearance*  of  lower-priced  lines.  Prices  of  summer  cloth¬ 
ing  were  higher- than  last  June,  Men’s  shirts  made  in  accordance  v/ith  7VPB  limitation 
orders  came  onto  the  market"  slightly  below  the  May  price. 


Miscellaneous  goods  and  services ,  such  as  medical  care,  movies,  and  beauty 
and  barber  shop  services,  continued,  to  increase.  Cost  of  automobile  collision  in¬ 
surance  was  reduced  because*  of  the  increasing  age  of  cars  on  the  road. 

•» 

Houscfumi shings ,  fuel  prices  and  utility  rates  were  generally  stable,  and 
rents  were'  reported 'practically  unchanged  from  the  March  levels. 

The  whole  cost  of  living  index  now  stands  at  I2I4..8  percent  of  the  1935”39 
average,  23.8  percent  above  January  I9UI ,  base  date  of  Little  Stoel,  and  7.6  percent 
above  May  19^2*  when  the  OPA  initiated  retail  price  control.  Food  prices,  however, 
are  U5  percent  abovo  January  I9UI  and  over  16  percent  above  May  I9I4.2. 

LS  44-276 


Retail.  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  Combined,  1 /  (1*) 


Table 

1  --  Indexe 

3,  1935- 

.39  =  100 

.  M- 

Commodity  Group 

1943 

June  15  2/  May  18 

Sept ,15 

lJTjS 

June, 16 

Mav  12 

V 

1941 

Jan. 14  Aug. 15 

All  Foods 

141.9 

1+3.0 

126.6 

123.2 

121.6 

97.8 

93.5 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

107.5 

107.6 

105.4 

105.1 

105.2 

9+ -9 

93 .1+ 

Meats 

138.3 

138.3 

130.6 

126.6 

12/+.  3 

101.1 

95.7 

Beef  and  veal 

131.4 

3/131.2 

126.0 

123.3 

124.1 

109.4 

99.6 

Pork 

125  .+ 

125.5 

124.0 

121.9 

123.2 

86.1 

88.0 

Lamb 

1+2.7 

141.6 

133.7 

130.7 

118.2 

98.7 

98.8 

Chi  cken  s 

147.2 

ll+7 .6 

133.7 

123.3 

113 .4 

97.2 

94.6 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

201.1 

3/200.5 

168.2 

158.3 

150.9 

118.7 

99.6 

Dairy  Products 

133 .6 

136.9 

127.7 

122.1 

123.5 

105.1 

93.1 

Eggs 

11+6.2 

11+2.1 

155.2 

119.7 

115.+ 

97.+ 

90.7 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

187. 7 

3/190.8 

129.7 

133.8 

128.7 

93.3 

92.+ 

Fresh 

202.0 

205.8 

130.3 

136.7 

130.0 

93.+ 

92.8 

Canned 

130.  + 

3/131.1 

123.8 

122.2 

122.7 

91.+ 

91.6 

Dried 

158.4 

158.0 

143 .4 

132.6 

131.2 

99.6 

90.3 

Beverages 

12+.5 

12+.5 

123.8 

122,6 

124.6 

90.9 

9U.9 

Fats  and  oils 

126.4 

3/126.3 

120.7 

120.0 

122.4 

80. 3 

81+.5 

Su g ar  and  s we e t s 

126.5 

3/127.6 

127.0 

126.7 

127.1 

95.3 

95.6 

T 

able  1-A  -- 

Percent 

Change 

• 

~ .  May  18  Sept, 19  June  l6  May  12  Jan.  l4  Aug.  l5 

1943  1942  1942  1942  I9U1  1939 

Commodity  Group  to  to  to  to  to  to 

June  15  June  15  June  15  June  15  June  15  June  IF 

1943  19U3  191+3  19I+3  19U3  19U3 


All  Foods 

- 

0.8 

+ 

12.1 

+ 

15.2 

16.7 

♦  +5.1 

+  51.8 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

— 

.1 

+ 

2.0 

+ 

2.3 

■¥ 

2.2 

+  13.3 

+  15.1 

Meats 

0 

+ 

5.9 

+ 

9.2 

+ 

11.3 

+  36.8 

+  44.5 

Beef  and  veal 

.2 

+ 

i+.3 

+ 

6.6 

5.9 

+  20.1 

+  31.9 

Pork 

- 

.1 

1.1 

2.9 

1.8 

+  45*6 

+  +2.5 

Lamb 

+ 

.8 

+ 

6.7 

•f 

9.2 

+ 

20.7 

+  44.6 

+  44.4 

Chi cken s 

- 

•  3 

•f 

10.1 

+ 

19.1+ 

29.8 

51 .+ 

+  55.6 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

*3 

+ 

19.6 

27.0 

+ 

33.3 

+  69.+ 

+101.9 

Dairy  Products 

- 

2.1+ 

+ 

4.6 

+ 

9-U 

8.4 

+  27.1 

+  43*5 

Eggs 

2.9 

- 

5 . 8 

+ 

22.1 

+ 

26.7 

+  50.1 

+  61.2 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

- 

1.6 

+ 

A. 7 

+ 

Uo.3 

+ 

+5.8 

+101.1 

+103.1 

Fresh 

- 

1.8 

+ 

55.0 

■+ 

+7.8 

+ 

55.+ 

+116.3 

+117.7 

Canned 

- 

.5 

+ 

5.3 

+ 

6.7 

+ 

6.3 

+  42.7 

+  +2.+ 

Dried 

-f 

•  3 

+ 

10.5 

19.5 

+ 

20.7 

+  59.0 

♦  75.+ 

Beverages 

0 

+ 

.6 

+ 

1.5 

- 

.1 

+  37.0 

+  31.2 

Fats  and  oils 

+ 

.1 

+ 

4.7 

+ 

5.3 

+• 

3.3 

♦  57.+ 

+  +9.6 

Sugar  and  sweets 

- 

'  -9 

+ 

.4 

- 

.2 

- 

.5 

+  32.7 

+  32^ 

1/  The  number  of  cities  included  in 

the 

index 

was  change 

3d  from  51  to  56  in  March  w 

191+3j  "with  the  necessary  adjustments  for  maintaining  comparability.  At  the  same 
time  the  number  of  foods  in  the  index  was  increased  from  54  to  61. 

2/  Preliminary, 

5/  Revised. 


Table  2  -  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods 


Percent  Change  -  Lay  lb,  1943  to  June  Ip,  1545 


Gity  and 
Regional  Area 

All 

Foods 

Cereals 

land 

Bakery 

Meats 

Dairy 

Pro ducts 

E  p’p’s 

Fruits 

•  and 

Veg. 

Bev-' 

erages 

Fats 

and 

Oils 

Sugar  * 
and 
Sweets 

United  States : 

-  0.8 

- 

0.1 

0.0 

-  2.4 

+ 

2.9 

*1*6 

* 

0.0 

+C 

'.I 

-  0.9 

New  England: 

Boston  * 

-  .9 

0 

1.8 

-  3-4 

+. 

:  l  .8 

+  1.2 

+ 

.4 

4“ 

.1 

-  .7 

Bridgeport 

•  *6 

.7 

U9 

-  2*0 

4- 

lil}. 

+  .5 

+ 

*3 

+  1*2 

**  .i+ 

Fall  River 

♦  .2 

+ 

.2 

•* 

•  5 

-  1.9 

+ 

2.7 

+2.2 

0 

+ 

.2 

-  1.7 

Manchester 

+  .8 

0 

- 

1.9. 

-  1.3 

+ 

6.6 

+5.3 

0 

- 

.1 

-  1.8 

New  Haven 

-  1.8 

- 

.1 

- 

1.1 

-  .5 

4* 

l+.o 

-6.0 

+ 

*7 

O 

+ 

.1 

-  1.7 

Portland,  Me.  . 

+  .2 

+ 

.2 

mm 

3.3 

-  2.2 

4- 

1.6 

+6.4 

mm 

.1 

+ 

.1 

-  1.2 

Providence 

-  .9 

+ 

•  1 

4* 

.1 

-  2,0 

+ 

2.9 

-2.7 

0 

- 

.6 

-  .9 

Middle  Atlantic : 

Buffalo 

-  1.8 

- 

.2 

4- 

.1 

-  2.1+ 

+ 

2.9 

-5.2 

+ 

.6 

mm 

•  3 

-  1.0 

Newark 

-  .2 

4* 

.1 

+ 

.2 

-  1.9 

+ 

4.6 

-  .7 

+ 

1.4 

- 

.5 

-  .2 

New  York  . 

-  1.3 

- 

.*5 

4- 

.7 

-  2.9 

+ 

3.0 

-3.7 

- 

.5 

-  . 

.7 

-  1.7 

Philadelphia 

-  1*7 

+ 

.2 

- 

1.2 

-  2  mk 

+ 

5.3 

-1+.9 

+ 

.2 

+ 

.3 

-  i.4 

Pittsburgh 

-  .1 

w2- 

4- 

1.1 

-  2.1+ 

+ 

4.0 

-  .6 

+ 

2.0 

+ 

.i+ 

-  1.1 

Rochester 

r-y 

-  .7 

- 

.2 

mm 

1.9 

-  2.7 

+ 

2.1+ 

+1.4 

+ 

.2 

•f 

o 
•  cL 

0 

)  Scranton 

-  2.6 

+ 

.1 

mm 

.5 

-  h'5 

+ 

5.1+ 

-6.9 

0 

- 

.2 

-  2.9 

East  North  Central  : 


Chicago 

- 

.8 

+ 

.1 

+ 

■  .7 

-  2,0 

+ 

1.5 

-2.5 

- 

.1 

+ 

.1 

+ 

.7 

Cincinnati 

+ 

.7 

.7 

4" 

1.1 

-  1.9 

+ 

3.0 

+2.1 

0 

+ 

•  9 

- 

3.4 

Cleveland 

+ 

2.2 

- 

•  .9 

4“ 

•  .3 

-  1.9 

+ 

1.9 

+8.4 

•4 

• 

.2 

- 

.8 

Columbus 

- 

1.3 

- 

.3 

- 

2.1 

-  1.9 

+ 

1.5 

-2.5 

+ 

a 

+ 

.4 

+ 

..3 

Detroit 

mm 

1.3 

+ 

.2 

0 

-  2.7 

+ 

1.9 

-5.3 

- 

,2 

+ 

.1 

- 

1.4 

Indianapol  j.s 

+ 

.1 

+ 

.3 

mm 

-.4 

-.  2.2 

+ 

2.9 

+  1.0 

m 

.1 

+ 

.6 

+ 

1.4 

Milwaukee 

- 

2.3 

+ 

.1 

- 

.i 

-  3.2 

+ 

.4 

-6.5 

+ 

.3 

mm 

.3 

- 

.2 

Peoria 

- 

1.2 

mm  * 

•4 

0 

-1.7 

+ 

3.6 

-3.1+ 

- 

.2 

0 

mm 

1.8 

Springfield, 

Ill., 

1.4 

- 

.2 

- 

l.i 

-  1.9 

+ 

5.4 

-3.1+ 

0 

+ 

•3 

- 

1.4 

West  North  Central  ; 


Cedar  Rapids 

-  .7 

+  .5 

- 

.7 

•-  2.5 

•  + 

4.1 

-1.5 

+ 

.3 

+ 

.8 

+ 

ml 

Kansas  City 

;  - 1.4 

-  *3 

T 

-.5 

-  1.7 

+ 

2.0 

-4.3 

+ 

.1 

+ 

.1 

- 

.5 

Minneapolis 

-  .6 

0 

+ 

•3 

-  2.9 

+ 

.3 

-  .2 

- 

.4 

+ 

•3 

- 

...1 

Omaha 

-  .1 

-  .2 

+ 

.7 

-  2.4 

*  + 

3.7 

-  .1 

- 

.3 

- 

.2 

- 

.5 

St.  Louis 

-  1.0 

-  .5 

+ 

.6 

-  2.2 

+ 

.8 

-2.5 

♦ 

•3 

- 

.4 

- 

l.l 

St.  Paul 

—  ,8 

-  .1 

m 

•4 

-  5.0 

•9 

-  .4 

* 

.4 

+ 

.5 

+ 

.1 

Wichita 

-  .7 

-  .6 

+ 

1.2 

-  2,0 

+ 

3.7 

-2.6 

- 

.4 

mm 

.3 

mm 

.6 

t  -d  co  r—  oj  on  o  w  a-4H  o\  a- -d- co  cm  co  _4-. ■  r-t  ic\  r-».  ups 


(3) 


Table  2  - 


Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Citie 
by  Groups  of  Foods,  (Cont’d) 


o 


percent 

;  Change 

-  May  18, 

1943  1°  dune 

15, 

City  and 

Regional  Area 

All 

Foods 

Cereals 

and 

Bakery 

Meats 

Dairy 
pro  due  ts 

Eggs 

Fruits 

and 

Vog. 

Fats 

Bov*.  and 

cragos  Oils 

Sugar 

and 

Sv;oets 

South  Atlantic : 
Atlanta 

+  0.7 

+  0.6 

+0.3 

-1.8 

+4*o 

* 

+2.8 

-0.5 

0 

-+Q}1 

Baltimore 

-  .1 

-  .1 

+  .8 

-1.9  ' 

+1.3 

-‘.3 

-l.i 

0 

+ ,  .2 

Charleston,  S.C, 

,-  .9 

+  .2 

+  .5 

-1.3 

+  .7 

-3.7 

-i.i 

-  .3 

0 

Jacksonville 

+  .1 

+  «4 

-1.2 

-1.7 

+1.6 

+29  5 

+1.6 

-  .7 

-1  •  / 

Norfolk 

-r.o 

-  .2 

+1.6 

-2.2 

+1.2 

-U'.k 

_  7 

“  ♦  1 

0 

-1.8 

Richmond 

-1.3 

+  .7 

-1.5 

-2.5 

+2.2 

-2.6 

0 

•"  #1 

•  1 

Savannah 

o- 

+  .2 

+  '.4 

-1.5 

+4.2 

-  .2 

0 

-  .5 

-  .3 

Wa  s  h  i-ngt  on,  D .  C « 

.+  .1 

-  .2 

+  .7 

-1.8 

+5.0 

+  .1 

+  .1 

+  1.0 

+  *5 

Winston-Salem 

-  .2 

+  .1 

+  .7 

-1.5 

+3*o 

-2.3 

+  .1 

+  .8 

-  .2 

East  South  Central: 
Birmingham 

+  *9 

+  .1 

+3.1 

-  .7 

+2.0 

-4.4 

+  .1* 

-  .2 

-  .6 

-  .k 

Jackson 

—2 .2  i- 

-  .9 

-2.9 

-3.9 

-1.0 

-5*5 

-2.9 

-3.1 

+  .i+ 

Knoxville 

+1.2 

+  .7 

+  1.8 

-1.3 

+4*5 

+1.9 

-  .2 

+  .3 

Louisville 

-1.4 

+  .2 

+  .  .1 

-1.7 

+1.4 

-5.4 

+  .1 

—  .  O 

-  .2 

Memphis 

-1.2 

+  *3 

-  .8 

—2.6 

+2.4 

-2.6 

+  .2 

-  .5 

—i  *4 

Mobile 

-  .1 

+  .1 

+  .1 

-X.lt 

+3*8 

-  .2 

-  .2 

+  .2 

-1. 

West  South  Central: 
Dallas 

-1.2 

-  .2 

+1*1 

-1.7 

+  .1 

-4.5 

—7 

+  .1 

-  .8 

Houston 

-2.6 

+  .6 

-1.3 

-1.8 

+  .6 

.-8.5 

+  .6 

+  .5 

-  .7 

-2.4 

Little  Rock 

-1.2 

-  .7 

+  .3 

-2.1 

+1.1 

-3.3 

+  .5 

-  .9 

Nov;  Orleans 

-  .2 

-  .1  . 

-  .7 

-2.3 

-  .6 

+1.7 

+  .4 

0 

+  .3 

Mountain:  .  „ 

Butte 

+1.7 

-  .2 

+9.4 

-2.3 

+  .5 

+2.4 

-  .2 

-  .3 

0 

Denver 

-1.9 

-  .4 

-2.2 

-1.7 

+1.9 

-3.6 

-  .3 

+1.1 

-i  .4 

Salt  Lake  City 

-  .4 

+  .3 

+  .5 

-3.1 

+1.5 

+  -.1 

0 

-  .1 

-  .7 

pacific: 

Los  Angelos 

+  .4 

-  .if. 

+  1.3 

-2,0 

+5.7 

0 

+  .6 

+2.0 

-  .it 

Portland,  Orcg. 

-1.0 

-  .3 

+1.1 

-1.9 

+2.6 

-3.8 

0 

+  .4 

0 

San  Franc isco 

+  1.2 

+  .2 

-2.5 

-2.1 

+3*9 

,+6.4 

-  .2 

'  "  *4 

-1.1 

Seattle. 

.  -2.p 

0 

G 

-2.9  • 

+47 

-8.6 

+  .1 

+  .6 

-  .6 

(1+) 


3> 


Table  3*  A\Terage  Retail  Prices  of  floods  in  Large  Cities  Combined 


Percent  Change 


May  18 

June 

16 

May  12 

Sept. 15 

Jan.  lL* 

1943'  to 

191+2 

to 

19U2  to 

19U2  to 

1941  to 

Commodity 

'Average 

June  15 

June  15 

June  15 

June  15 

J  wtne  15 

j&riees 

1943 

191*3 

191*3 

191+3 

191+3 

Cents 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS: 

V 

Cereals : 

f 

Flour,  wheat 

10  lb. 

61.1 

/  0.5 

/ 19.3 

/  18.1+ 

/  12.5 

41+7.6 

Macaroni 

lb. 

15.5 

.  / 1.3 

/  9.2 

/  9.2 

/  9.9 

/  i?.3 

♦Wheat  cereal 

28  oz. 

23.2 

-  1-7 

-  3-7 

"  3-7 

-  3.3 

-  1-3 

Corn  flakes 

8  oz. 

6.7 

-  1.5 

-  6.9 

-  6*9 

-  4*3 

-  5.6 

Corn  meal 

lb. 

5.6 

0 

/ 19. 1 

/  19.1 

/  12.0 

/  33.3 

♦Rice 

11 

12,6 

0 

/  3.3 

/  ^-4 

/  0.8 

/  59.5 

Rolled  oats 

tt 

8.6 

-  1.2 

0 

0 

-  X.2 

/  21.1 

♦Flour,  pancake 

20  oz. 

10.5 

0 

1/  . 

y 

V 

1/ 

Bakery  products: 

Bread,  white 

lb. 

8.9 

0 

/  2.3 

/  2.3 

/  2.3 

/  ii+.i 

Bread,  whole  wheat  ” 

9.6 

<J 

/  2.1 

/  3.2 

/  3.2 

/ 12.6 

Bread,  rye 

tt 

9*9 

0 

/  2*1 

/  2.1 

/  2-1 

/ 10.0 

Vanilla  cookies 

tt 

29.2 

/  0.3 

/  5.0 

/  5.1+ 

/  8.1 

/ 16.3 

Soda  crackers 

tt 

17.7 

-  0.6 

/  7-9 

/  7.9 

/  6.6 

/  18.0 

yMEATS : 

Beef: 

Round  steak 

lb. 

1+7- o 

/  0.1+ 

/  8.3 

/  6.3 

/  6.3 

/  21.6 

Rib  roast 

tt 

57.6 

-  0.3 

/  11*2 

/ 10.6 

/  8.1+ 

/  19-1+ 

Chuck  roast 

tt 

31.7 

-  0.3 

/  8.9 

/  9.7 

/  5.7 

/  25.8 

♦Stew  meat 

tt 

5k -9 

/  1.2 

1/ 

1/ 

■1/ 

1/ 

Liver 

tt 

37-6 

/  0.3 

1/ 

T/ 

T/ 

T/ 

Hamburger 

tt 

32.1  . 

-  0.3 

V 

V 

y 

y 

Veal : 

Cutlets 

,1b. 

50.7 

-  1.2 

-  5.8 

-  5.1 

-  7.7 

/ 12.2 

♦Roast,  boned  and 

rolled'* 

38.0 

-  0.3 

1/  ■ 

1/ 

1/ 

y . 

Pork: 

Chops 

,1b. 

1+1-9 

0 

—  0.9 

-  3-0 

-  2;  8 

/  44-0 

Bacon,  slice.d 

tt 

15.7 

0 

/ 16.9 

/  16.3 

/ 11.7 

/  51.8 

Ham,  sliced 

tt 

58.8 

-  0.8 

-  0.2 

0 

-  1-3 

/  30.1+ 

Ham,  whole 

tt 

39.8 

0 

/  5.6 

/  5.3 

/  3.9 

/  51.9 

Sait  pork 

it 

21+.7 

0 

/  1+.2 

/  2.9 

/  3.6 

/  i+7.^9 

♦Liver 

tt 

23.5 

-  0.4 

1/ 

yt 

1/ 

1/ 

♦Sausage 

tt 

38.1 

-  0.3 

y  . 

1/ 

y 

y 

♦Bologna,  big 

tt 

31+.1 . 

/  0.9 

ii 

V 

y 

y 

Lamb : 

• 

Leg 

lb. 

41.8 

0 

/ 13.0 

/  23.7 

/ 10.3 

/  50.1+ 

Rib  chops 

it 

1+9- 3  „ 

/ 1.1+ 

/  6.9 

■/  19.lt 

-  1+.7 

/ 1+0.9- 

NOTE:  Data  are  based  on  51 

cities 

combined 

prior  to 

1943  an(l  011 

56  cities 

combined  from  January  1943* 

*  Not  included  in  the  index."" 

l/  Priced  for  first  time  in  February.  V-)h5» 


Table  3,  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Lc.rge  Cities  Combined,  (Cant'd.)  (5). 


- - - -  - 

Percent 

Change 

T - rrM 

Commodity 

J  Average 
Prices 

May  lS 

1943  to 

June  15 

1943 

June  16 

1942  to 
June  15 

19U3 

May  12 

1942  to 
June  15 

19U3 

Sept. l^ 

1942  to 

J  une  15 

19U3 

Jan.  14^1 
19U1  to 

June  15 

19U3 

• 

Ceht  s 

NEATS:  (Continued) 

Poultry; 

Roasting  chickens  2 { 

lb. 

Uk.b 

-  0.3 

/  19-4 

/  29.8 

/  10.1 

/  51. u 

Fish: 

F i s  h( f r  ash , f r  o  ze  n ) 2/ 
Salmon, pink  l6-oz. 

♦Salmon,  red 

n 

can 

ti 

1/ 

2U.1 

4i.6 

/  0.2 
/  0.4 

-  0.5 

/  31A 
/  11.6 

/  3-7 

/  U0.5 
/  10.6 
/  U.o 

/  21.6 
/  10.6 

/  2.5 

/  73.5 
/  53.5 

/  57.6 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS : 

Butter 

Cheese 

Milk, fresh  (del’d) 
Milk, fresh  (groc. ) 
Milk, fresh  (aver.) 
Milk,evap*  lipj-oz. 

lb. 

u 

qt. 

it 

u 

can 

50.5 
36-5 

15.5 

1 14.i1 
15.1 

1C.1 

-  9.2 

/  0.5 

-  0.6 

0 

-  0.7 

0 

/  4.0 
/  13-6 
/  U.o 
/  6.7 

/  J4.9 

/  16.1 

/  10.5 

/  13.2 
/  U.o 

/  6.7 

/  U-9 
/  16.1 

-  0.2 

/  12  .2 
/  3-3 
/  6.7 
/  U.l 
/  13-5 

/  32.9 

/  U2.6 
/  19.2 
/  21.0 
/  18.9 
/  U2.3 

EGGS : 

Eg-rs,  fresh  2/ 

51.7 

/  2.9 

/  22.1 

/  26.7 

-  5.8 

/  50.1 

FRUITS  AND  "VEGETABLES : 

Fresh  fruits  &  vegetables: 

1 

Fresh  fruits: 

Apples 

Bananas 

Orange  s 
♦Grapefruit 

lb. 

t! 

doz. 

ea. 

lli. 9 
11-7 
43.7 
8.7 

/15.5 

0 

/  3.6 
/11.5 

/  58.5 
/  n.u 
/  20.7 

/ 16.0 

/  98. 7 

r  2.5 

/  39.2 
/  38.1 

/1U0.5 
/  13.6 
/  11.8 

-  7.4 

/186. 5 

/  77.3 
/  60.1 

3/ 

Fresh  vegetables: 

beans,  green  lb. 

Cabbage 

Carrots  bunch 

Lettuce  head 

Onions  ID. 

Potatoes  15  ID. 

Spinach  ID. 

Sweet  potatoes  11 

♦Beets  bunch 

15.8 
•  10.0 
8.3 

15.2 

9.0 

84.2 

10.2 
lb.  1 
11.6 

-  9.2 

-13.0 
/  1-2 

-  7-9 

/  U  -  7 

-  9.0 

-12.1 
/  1-1 

0 

/  514.9 
/  92.3 
/  20.3 

/  U6.2 
/  80.0 
/  U5-4 
/  37.8 
/206.8 

y 

/  17.9 

/122.2 
/  25.8 
/  65.2 
/  32. U 

/  58.9 
/  37.8 
/23S.2 

u/ 

/  36.2 
/156.U 
/  30.3 
/  21.6 
/100.0 
/  7U.3 
-  U.7 
/182.8 

w 

/ 12.9 
/19U.1 
/  38.3 
/  81.0 
/150.0 
/188.U 

/  39-7 
/262.0 

V 

Canned  fruits  &  vegetables 

• 

Canned  fruits: 

Pe  ac  he  s  if2  c  an 

Pineapple  u 

Grapefruit  juicef^ 

26.5 

28. 3 
14.1 

0 

-  l.h 

/  -7 

/ 13.7 
/  1».8 
/  36.2 

/ 13.7 
/  u.u 

/  43.9 

/  10.4 

0 

/ 13.7 

/  60.6 
/  35- u 
21 

NOTE:  Date,  are  based  on  pi  cities  combined  prior  to  1945  arid  on  56  cities 

combined  from  January  1^*43  to  date e 
♦  Not  included  in  the  index, 
l/  Composite  price  not  computed. 

5"/  Percentage  change  computed  on  the  index. 

J/  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  19Ul. 

£/  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  lpU3» 


(6)  , 

Table  3s  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Poods  in  Large  Cities  Combined,  (Cont'd.) 

d 


Percent  Chance 

••  o 

May  18  June  1(6  May'  12  Sept .  15  Jan.  H7 

i943  to  19^2  to  19L-2  to  1942  to  1941  to 

Commodity  Average  June  15  June  I5  June  lp  June  15  June  15 


Prices _ 1943  1943 _ 1943 _ 1943  1943 


Cents 

FRUITS  &  VEGETABLES *( Cont’d) 

Canned  vegetables: 

‘ 

Beans,  green  t£2  can 

14.8 

-  1.3 

/ 

6.5 

/  5.7 

/ 

8.0 

/  1*8.0 

Corn  ” 

n 

14.0 

0  . 

/ 

7*7 

/.  7.7 

/ 

/ 

3*3 

/  30.8 

Peas  ” 

lp.l 

-  2.6 

- 

3.8 

-  4.4 

/ 

3-1+ 

/  14*4 

Tomatoes  u 

u 

12.6 

-  1.6 

/ 

5.0 

/  i*.i 

/ 

8.6 

/50.0 

*Goup,veg.  11  oz. 

13.1 

0 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

Dried  fruits  6c  vegetables: 

Dried  fruits: 

\ 

Prune  s 

lb. 

16.5 

/  0.6 

/  32.0 

/  34*1 

/ 

11.5 

/  71.9 

Dried  vegetables: 

/ 

Navy  beans 

lb. 

10.0 

0 

12.4 

/  11.1 

/ 

9*9 

/  33*8 

♦Soup,  dehydrated. 

chicken  noodle 

oz. 

3.7 

0 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

BEVERAGES : 

Coffee 

lb. 

30.0 

0 

/ 

5.6 

/  "7  0 

r 

/ 

14.5 

/  44*9 

)  lea  f 

♦Cocoa 

lb. 

21.6 

/  0.5 

- 

2.3 

-  5.6 

5.6 

/  22.7 

lb. 

9.4 

0 

- 

8.7 

-  7.8 

- 

7*8 

/  3.3 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

Lard 

lb. 

19.0 

-  0.5 

/ 

11.8 

/  6.1 

/ 

/ 

9.3 

/104.3 

Shortening  other  than  1 

.ard 

* 

• 

/ 

In  cartons 

lb. 

20.0 

-  1.0 

2.6 

/  1.0 

/ 

2.6 

/  77.0 

In  other  containers 

11 

24.6 

/  1.2 

mm 

3*9 

-  4.7 

/ 

0.8 

/  34*4 

Salad  dressing 

pt . 

25.2 

0 

/ 

0 

-  0.8 

0 

/  25.1* 

Oleomargarine 

lb. 

23.6 

/  0.1+ 

5*4 

/  5.1* 

/ 

5.1* 

/  51.3 

Peanut  butter 

u 

33.1 

/  1.8 

/ 

27.3 

/  23.0 

/ 

19*1 

/  81*. 9 

♦  Oil,  cooking  or  salad 

pt. 

30.1* 

0 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS : 

* 

Sugar 

lb. 

6. 8 

0 

/ 

0 

-  1.4 

- 

i*4 

/  33*3 

Corn  sirup  24 

oz. 

15.6 

0 

6. 1 

/  5.1* 

/ 

3*3 

/  iii.  7 

♦Molasses  18 

oz. 

15*5 

-  0.6 

/ 

5.4 

/  6.9 

/ 

4*0 

/ 15.7 

♦Apple  butter  16 

oz. 

13*0 

/  0, 8 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ . 

NOTE:  Data  are  based  on 
from  January  1943 

51 

to 

cities 

date. 

combined 

prior  to 

1943  on 

56 

citie  s 

combined 

*  Not  included  in  the  index. 

l/  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February 


? 


1943. 


Retail  Rood  Costs  in  Large  Cities  if 


(?) 


Table  4  —  Indexes  and  Percent  Changes  from  January  1941 

and  Other  Specified  Periods  


- 

Indexes 

1935-39 

-  100 

Percent 

Changes 

June  15 

May  18 

June  16  Sept.  15 

Jon.  14  May  18 

June  16 

Sept. 15 

Jan.  1 

•  1943 

1943 

1942 

1942 

1941 

1943 

1942 

1942 

1941 

Region  and  City  2 / 

to 

to 

to 

to 

JunelS 

June  15 

J  une  1 5 

June  1 

1943 

1943 

1943 

194-3 

'J 

United  States 

141.9 

143.0 

123.2 

126.6 

97.3 

-0.8 

Cvj 

in. 

i — i 

j. 

* 

+  12.1 

+45.1 

New  England: 

* 

Boston 

136.8 

133.1 

119.9 

124.4 

95.2 

a 

+  14,1 

+  10.0 

+43.7 

Bridgeport 

143.8 

144.7 

124.0 

127.1 

•  96.5 

-  .  6 

+  16.0 

+  13.1 

+49.0 

Pall  River 

140.8 

140,5 

122.6 

125.7 

97.5 

+  .2 

+  14.8 

+  1.2,0 

+44.4 

Manchester 

143.4 

14-2.3 

125.3 

126.8 

96.6 

+  .8 

.  +  14.4 

+  13.1 

+48 , 4 

New  Haven 

143.1 

145.7 

122.3 

126.2 

95.7 

-1.8 

+  17.0 

+  13.4 

+49. 5 

Portland,  Me. 

140.  S 

140.3 

122.9 

125.8 

95.3 

+  *  2 

+  14.  % 

+  11.8 

+47.5 

Providence 

139.7 

141.0 

122.3 

126.3  • 

96.3 

-  .-9 

+  13.8 

+  10.6 

+45.1 

Middle  Atlantic 

• 

t 

Buffalo 

145.2 

147.8 

127.3 

127.6 

100.2 

-1.0 

+  14.1 

+  13,8 

+44.9 

Newark 

142.1 

142.4 

122.3 

128.0 

98.8 

9 

•  *■-' 

+  16,2 

+  11,0 

+43.8 

New  York 

141.4 

1  r?  ^ 

JL  *  c.  '  *  O 

120,4 

125.2 

59.5 

-1.3 

+  17.4 

+  12.9 

+42.1 

Philadelphia 

139.2 

141.6 

119,7 

123.9 

95.0 

-1.7 

+  16.3 

+  12;  3 

+4-6.5 

Pittsburgh 

142.3 

142.4 

124.7 

125.9 

98. -0 

-  .1 

+  14,1 

+  13.0 

445 .2 

Rochester 

138.6 

139.6 

126.2 

125.2 

99.9 

-  ;7 

+  9,8 

+  10.7 

+38.7® 

Scranton 

144.4 

148.3 

123.0 

125.6 

97.5 

*—  - •  t) 

+  17.4 

+  15.0 

+48.1 

East  North  Central: 

Chicago 

140.0 

141.1 

122.1 

124.9  • 

98,2 

-  ;3 

+  14.7 

+  12.1 

+42,6 

Cincinnati 

13S.2 

138.3 

124.3 

126.9 

96.5 

+  .7 

+  12,0 

+  S .  7 

+44,2 

Cleveland 

149.5 

146.3 

127,4 

127,3 

99. 2 

+2.2 

+  17.3 

+  17.4 

+50.7 

Columbus,  Ohio 

134.5 

136.3 

120.3 

119.6 

93.4 

-1.3 

+  11.8 

+  12.5 

+44.0 

Be  troi t 

141.6 

143.4- 

124,5 

124.  7 

97.0 

-1.3 

+  13.7 

+  13.6 

+46.0 

Indianapolis 

140.3 

140.2 

125.7 

127.1 

98.2 

+  .1 

+  11.6 

+  10.4 

+42.9 

Milwaukee 

138.7 

141.9 

122.0 

121.0 

95.9 

-2,3 

+  13.7 

+  14.  6 

+44-.  6 

Peoria 

146.9 

143.7 

129,6 

130.7 

99.0 

-1.2 

+  13.3 

+  12i4 

+u-8 . 4 

Springfield,  in, 

, 146.4 

14-0.5 

128.4 

130.2 

96.2 

-1.4 

+  14.0 

+  12.4 

+52.2 

West  North  Central: 

9 

Cedar  Rapids  3/143,3 

144.3 

129.9 

121,2 

95.9 

-  .7 

+  10.3 

+  18.2 

+49.4 

Kansas  City 

136.0 

137.9 

119.0 

120.7 

92.4 

-1 . 4 

+  14.3 

+  12.7 

+4-7.2 

Minneapolis 

134.1 

134.5 

121.4 

123.3' 

99.0 

-  .6 

+  10.5 

+  3.0 

+25.5 

Omaha 

137.7 

137.3 

120.8 

123.2 

97. S 

-  .1 

..+  14.0 

+  11.8 

+#5.7 

St,  Louis 

143.3 

144,  7 

125.9 

126.7 

99.2 

-1.0 

+  13.3 

+  13.1 

+44.5 

St.  Paul 

133.7 

134.8 

119.2 

120.8 

98.6 

o 

*-  » O 

+  12.2 

+  10.7 

+35.6 

Wichita  3 j 

* 

149.7 

150.7 

130.1 

132.0 

97,2 

-  .7 

+  15.1 

+  13.4 

+54.0 

if  Aggregate 

costs  0 

f  61  foods  (54’f- 

>ods  prior  to  Ma 

rCh  1943)  in  each  city, 

weighted  to  repro 

sent  total  purchr 

■'ses  of  : 

families 

o  f  wage 

e  ~mers 

and  lower- 

s&lnried  workers  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights.  Primary  use  is  for  time-to-time  comparisons  rather  than 
pi  ace  - 1  o  -pi  ac  e  co  mp  a.r  i  sons. 

2 1  Preliminary, 

3/  Indexes. based  on  June  1940  equals  100. 

4 /  Includes'  Portsmouth,  and  Newport  News.  . 


•  >  ^ 
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V  u  /  / 

retail  Food  Costs  in  Largo  Cities,  (Cont’rl) 

Tabic  4  —  Indexes  our1  Percent  Changes  from  January  1941 

_ _ and  Qthor  Spec if i ed  Periods _ 

_ _ _ I n de xe s  1935- 39~  ^  ~ _ Percent  Changes 

June  15  May  13  June  16  Sop t. 15  Jan.  14  May  13  June  16  Sept.  15  Jax  .14 
1943  1943  1942  1942  1941  1943  1942  1942  1941 

Region  and  City  2 f  to  to  to  to 

Junel5  Junel5  June  15  June 15 

_ _  1943  1943  1943  1943 


South  Atlantic: 


Atlanta 

143,9 

142,9 

121.0 

BaL  timore 

152,5 

152.6 

127.1 

Charleston,  S.C, 

139.0 

140.3 

122.9 

Jacksonville 

151,7 

151.5 

129.3 

Norfolk  4/ 

151.7 

153,3 

120.5 

Richmond 

139,6 

141.5 

122.9 

Savannah 

153,8 

153.0 

129.4 

Washington,  D.  C. 

142,7 

142.5 

123.2 

Winston-Salem  3/ 

139.7 

140.0 

120.1 

Fast .  South'  Contrail : 
Birmingham  141,9 

140.7 

120.9 

Jackson  3/ 

149.3 

153,0 

130.3 

Knoxville  3/ 

158,5 

156,6 

134.4 

Louisville 

139.5 

141.5 

123.2 

Memphi  s 

140,3 

150.1 

124.1 

Mobile 

149,0 

145,9 

120.4 

West  South  Central 

Dallas 

• 

t 

136.6 

130.2 

117.6 

Houston 

140,0 

143,7 

124,9 

Little  Rock 

140,1 

141,8 

123.3 

New  Orleans 

152,2 

152.5 

120,9 

Mountain: 

Butte 

140.6 

130.3 

123.5 

Denver 

141.0 

143.0 

123.7 

Salt  L ake  City 

144.1 

141 . 7 

126.0 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

146.3 

146.2 

129.8 

Fortland,  Oreg, 

152.1 

153,6 

134.6 

San  Francisco 

149,0 

140.0 

126.1 

Seattle 

146.6 

150,3 

129,4 

125,9 

94.3 

40.7 

+ 

10.1 

+ 

14,3 

452.6 

131.2 

97.9 

-  .1 

+ 

20.0 

+ 

16.2 

455.  e 

126.  6 

95,9 

-  .9 

+ 

13.1 

+ 

9 . 0 

4-44.5 

134.2 

90.0 

+  .1 

4- 

17,3 

+ 

13.0 

4-53, 5 

131,9 

95.8 

-1.0 

+ 

10.1 

+ 

15.0 

4-50.4 

126.2 

93,7 

—1  •  3 

+ 

13.6 

4- 

10.6 

+49.0 

133.3 

100.5 

0 

+ 

10.9 

+ 

15.4 

+53,0 

120.1 

97.7 

4*  ,  1 

+ 

15.0 

/+ 

11,4 

+46.1 

119,0 

93.7 

-  .2 

4- 

16.3 

+ 

16.6 

+49.1 

125.3 

96.0 

+  .9 

+ 

• 

1 — i 

+ 

1  3  0 

+47,0 

141.0 

105.3 

-2.4 

+ 

14.6 

+ 

5.9 

441,0 

134.2 

97.1 

+1.2 

+ 

17.9 

+ 

1  Li  ,  1 

+63.2 

124.2 

95.5 

-1.4 

+ 

13.2 

+ 

12,3 

+46.1 

129.7 

94.2 

-1.2 

+ 

19.5 

+ 

14.3 

+57.4 

133.9 

97.9 

-  .1 

+ 

16.7 

+ 

11. S 

+53.0 

123,7 

92.6 

-1.2 

+ 

16.2 

+ 

10.4 

447,5 

130,0 

102.6 

—2 . 6 

+ 

12.1 

+ 

7.0 

+36.5 

129,2 

95.6 

-1.2 

+ 

13.6 

+ 

0.4 

+46.5 

135.9 

101,9 

-  .2 

4 

10.1 

+ 

12.0 

449. 4 

124.  6 

93.7 

+1.7 

+ 

13.0 

+  12,0  +42.5 

126,0 

94.0 

-1.9 

+ 

14,0 

+  11.2  440,7 

130.1 

97.5 

-  .4 

+ 

13,6 

4  10.0  +47,0 

137,9 

101,0 

4-  ,  4 

+ 

13,1 

+  6.5 

+14,2 

141,2 

101.7 

-1,0 

+ 

13.0 

+  7,7 

449 . 6 

133.5 

99.6 

+1.2 

+ 

1  n  n 

I  O  4  O 

4-  12.2 

+50 . 4 

137,3 

101.0 

-2.5 

4- 

13.3 

+  6,0 

445.1 

17  Aggregate"  costs  of  Si  foods  T’54  foods  prior  to  March  1943T  in  each  city, 

weighted  to  represent  total  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower- 
salaried  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights.  Primary  use  is  for  time-to-time  comparisons  rather  than 
pi  ace- to -pi ace  comparisons. 

£/  Preliminary, 

3/  Indexes  based  on  June  1940  equals  100, 

4/  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News, 
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U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 


Washington,  D.  C. 


Prices  and  Cost  of  Living  Branch 


July  1943 


COST  OF  LIVING  AND'  RETAIL  COSTS  OF  FOOD 


With  meat  prices  cut  back  by  the  OPA  and  vegetables  seasonally  lower,  the  cost 

of  living  for  city  workers  dropped  0.8  percent  from  mid-June  t©  mid-July  its  first 

substantial  decline  since  Pearl  Harbor,  Secretary  of  Labor  Frances  Perkins  reported 
today.  Retail  food  prices  as  a  group  —  representing  about  two-fifths  of  total 
living  costs  --  declined  by  2.0  percent,";  she  said.  "Clothing  costs  rose  0.5  percent 
Other  costs,  including  housefurnishings,  utility  rates  and  services,  were  stable  or 
increased  moderately. 

Lntil  this  summer,  the  rise  in  living  costs  had  been  almost  uninterrupted 
since  Germany  invaded  Poland.  The  only  previous  monthly  declines  were  during  the 
three  month  period  immediately  after  the  outbreak  of  war,  following  a  speculative 
rise  in  food  costs,  and  a  small  decline  of  0.2  percent  from  May  to  June  of  this  year. 
The  bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  index  of  the  cost  of  living  on  July  15  was  at  123.8 
percent  of  its  1935-39  average,  about  5  percent  above  September  1942  and  23  percent 
above  January  1941,  base  date  of  the  Little  Steel  Formula. 

"The  substantial  declines  for  most  meats  in  July  resulted  from  reductions  in 
maximum  prices  ordered  by  the  OPA*  They  included  an  8-k  percent  drop  for  beef  and 
veal,  8  percent  for  pork,  and  4  percent  for  lamb.  Prices  of  chickens,  which  were 
not  effected  by  the  OPA  cutback,  were  down  fractionally  —  0.5  percent.  There  were 
continued  reports  of  acute  shortages  of  beef  and  poultry  in  many  areas.  Fresh  fish 
prices  rose  4  percent  from  mid-June  to  mid-July,  but  were  subject  to  an  OPA  regula¬ 
tion  on  July  22,  establishing  maximum  retail  prices  below  the  July  15  level.  On  the 
average,  prices  of  meat,  including  fish,  were  down  5.5  percent. 

"Victory  garden  produce  and  larger  commercial  supplies  helped  to  accelerate 
the  normal  summer  decline  in  vegetable  prices  which  in  almost  all  cases  was  greater 
than  usual^from  June  to  July.  Cabbage  was  down  35  percent,  beets  27  percent,  white 
potatoes  15  percent,  lettuce  11  percent,  sweetnotat oes  5  percent  and  onions  2  percent* 
Prices  of  spinach,  on  the  other  hand,  rose  42  percent,  with  supplies  extremely  scarce 
in  some  cities.  Despite  the  many  summer  reductions,  fresh  vegetable  prices  as  a 
group  were  still  about  40  percent  above  a  year  ago. 

Aside  from  spinach  and  fresh  fish,  the  only  important  price  increases  among 
foods  were  seasonal  advances  of  5  percent  for  eggs,  a  greater  than  seasonal  increase 

of  10  percent  for  oranges,  and  smaller  advances  for  dried  fruits  and  vegetables  and 
some  cereals. 

Clothing  prices  in  July  were  on  the  average  about  0.5  percent  above  June, 
mainly  because  of  a  fairly  widespread  substitution  of  higher  priced  lines  of 
women  s  percale  house  dresses,  men’s  business  shirts,  and  chambray  work  shirts. 

"Miscellaneous  goods  and  services  rose  0.2  percent,  with  medical  expenses  and 
beauty  and  barber  shop  and  laundry  services  somewhat  higher  than  in  June.  The 
higher  costs^  for  laundry  services  were  the  result  of  local  adjustments  in  maximum 
charges  oy  the  CPA,  in  most  cases  because  of  higher  labor  costs." 

NOTE:  Effective  with  this  report,  the  detailed  tables  on  cost  of  living  and  retail 

costs  of  food  will  be  combined  in  one  report. 


Table  1 


Report  for  July  15,  1943 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


•  Indexes,  1935-39  =  100* 


Date 

All 

items 

.Food. 

Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel , 

electricity 
and  ice 

House- 
furnish¬ 
ings.  . 

■  Mis¬ 
cella¬ 
neous 

1939:  August  15 

98,6  ' 

93,5 

'  *  100.3 

104.3 

;  •  97.5 

100.6 

100.4 

1941 t  January  15 

100,8 

97.8 

100.7 

105.0 

.  100.8 

100.1 

101.9 

1942:  May  15 

116,0 

121,6 

126.2 

109.9 

104.9 

122.2 

110.9 

July  15 

*  117,0 

124.6 

125.3 

108.0 

106.3 

122.8 

111.1 

September  15  117,8 

126.6 

125.8 ‘ 

108.0 

106.2 

123.6 

111.4 

1943:  June  15 

124,8 

141.9 

127,9 

108.0 

107.7 

125.4 

115.7 

July  15 

.  123.8 

139.0 

128.6. 

'  1/ 

107.7 

125.4- 

115.9 

Table  la. 

• 

Percent  of' 

» 

Change 

• 

- 

Date 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent«s2/ 

Fuel 

electricity 
and  ice 

House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

June  15,  1943  to 
July  15,  1943 

-0.8 

-2.0 

+0.5 

1/ 

0 

0 

+0.2 

Sept.  15,  1942  to 

July  15,  1943 

+5.1 

+9.8 

+2.2 

0 

+1.4 

+1.5 

+4.0 

July  15,  1942  to 
July  15,  1943 

+5.8 

+11.6 

+2,6 

0 

+1.3 

+2.1 

4 

+4.3 

May  15,  1942  to 
July  15,  1943 

+6,7 

+14.3 

+1.9 

“-*1,7 

+2.7 

+2.6 

+4.5 

Jan,  15 ,  194  1  to 
July  15,  1943 

+22.8 

*42,1 

+27.7 

+2.9 

+6.8 

+25.3  • 

+13.7 

Aug.  15,  1939  to 
July  15,  1943 

+25.6 

+48.7 

+28.2 

+3.5 

+10.6 

+24.7 

+15  >4 

*  These  indexes  are  bated  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage-  earners 
and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities, 
l/  Rents  surveyed  at  quarterly  dates,  March  15,  June  15,  September  15,  December  15, 
2/  Changes  through  June  15,  1943 


Table  2. 


Report  for  July  15, .194: 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Percent  Change  Between  June  15,  1943  and  July  15,  1943  by  Groups* 


Region  and  City 

All 

items 

Food  Clothing  '' 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

House 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Average:  Large  Cities 

-0.8  %] 

-2.0  2/ 

+0.5  3 / 

0  4/ 

0  3/ 

+0.2  3 i 

New  England: 

Boston 

-1.3 

-3.1 

+0.6 

0 

0 

+0.2 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 

-1.3 

-3.2 

+0.2 

o'- 

0 

0 

New  York 

0 

-0.2 

+0.9 

-0.1 

0 

0 

Philadelphia 

-1.0 

-2.4 

+0.8 

0 

0 

0 

Pittsburgh 

-1.0 

-2.6 

+0.2 

0 

+0.6 

+0.3 

East  North  Central: 

Chicago 

-1.0 

-2.4 

+0.5 

0 

0 

0 

Cincinnati 

-0.6 

-1.6 

+0.8 

0 

+0.2 

0 

Cleveland 

-1.2 

+3.0 

+0.6 

0 

0 

0 

Detroit  '  . 

-0.6 

-2.0 

+0.3 

0 

0 

+0.6 

West  North  Central: 
Kansas  City 

-0.9  5 / 

-2.8  5/ 

+1.4 

0 

0 

+0.2 

Minneapolis 

-0.7 

-2.1 

+0.2 

0 

0 

+0.2 

St.  Louis 

-0.5  6 1 

-1.3  6/ 

+0.3 

0 

0 

+0.1 

South  Atlantic: 

Baltimore  • 

-1.7 

-4.1 

+0.9 

0 

0 

0 

Savannah 

-0.1 

-0.5 

+1.4 

+0.1 

0 

0 

Washington,  D.  C. 

-0.6 

-1.8 

+0.3 

0 

0 

+0.1 

East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 

-0.2 

-0.7 

+0.2 

0 

0 

+0.1 

West  South  Central: 

Houston 

-0.6 

-1.9 

+0.8 

0 

+0.2 

+0.3  , 

Mountain: 

Denver 

-0.7 

-1.8 

+0.1 

+0.7 

0  ' 

+0.1 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

-1.0 

-3.0  . 

0 

0 

-0.1 

+1.0 

San  Francisco 

-1.0 

-2.7 

-0.2 

-0.1 

-0.3 

+0.9 

Seattle 

-1.5 

-3.9 

+0.4 

0 

+0.3 

+0.6 

*  These  percent  changes  are  based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 
l/Rents  surveyed  at  quarterly  dates,  March  15,  June  15,  September  15,  December  15* 
2/Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of 
the  month. 

21  cities. 

34  cities. 

revised:  all  items  121.8;  food  135.8 
revised:  all  items  123.7:  food  143.5 


3/3a.sed  on  'data  for 
4/Based  on  data  for 
5 /  Indexes  for  June 
§J  Indexes  for  June 


Table  3, 


Report  for  July  15,  1943 


COST  OF  LIVING-  IN  -LARGE  CITIES 

Percent  Changes  Since  August  1939,  Jaunary  1941  and  Other  Specified  Dates* 


July  15,  1942  Aug.  15,  1939  Jan. 
to  to 

July  15,  1943  July  15,  1943  July 

Region  and  City 

1,  1941 
to 

15,  1943 

May  15,  1942 

*  to 

July  15,  1943 

Sept .15 ,1942 
to 

July  15,  1943 

« 

Average:  Large  Cities 

+5.8 

< 

+25;  6 

+22.8 

+6.7 

+5.1 

New  England: 

• 

> 

Boston 

+3.8 

''  +23.8 

+21.3 

+6.0 

+3.4 

Middle  Atlantic: 

Buffalo 

+4.3 

+28.0 

+23.7 

+4 , 6 

+4.6 

New  York 

+7.5 

+25.1 

+22.6 

+9.3  - 

+6 .4 

Philadelphia 

+5.4 

+25.4 

+23.6 

+6.9 

+4.9 

Pittsburgh 

+6.0 

+25.6 

+22.1 

+6.7 

+5.2 

East  North  Central! 

Chicago 

+5.6 

+24.5 

+21.4 

+5.5 

+4.8 

Cincinnati 

+5.9 

+27.0 

+24.1 

+6.6 

+4.7 

Cleveland 

+7.1 

+27.7 

'  +25.2 

+7.5 

+6.8 

Detroit 

+6.3 

+27.9 

+24.8 

+6.1 

+6.4 

West  North  Central: 

• 

- 

* 

Kansas  City 

+6.1 

+22.4 

+22.7 

+5.8 

+5.2 

Minneapolis 

+4.2 

+21 .4 

+18.9 

+4.4 

+3.6 

St.  Louis 

+5.8 

+25.5 

.  +21.9 

+6.5 

+5.6 

« 

South  Atlantic: 

Baltimore 

+6 . 2 

+27.6 

+25.0 

+6.5 

+5.1 

Savannah 

+8.7 

+33*1  • 

+30.4 

+9.3 

+8.3 

Washington,  D.  C. 

+5.7 

+24.7 

+23.1 

+7.2 

+5.0 

East  South  Central: 

• 

. 

Birmingham 

:  +7.6 

+28.0  ' 

+24.1 

+6.2 

+6.1 

West  South  Central: 

Houston 

+5.0- 

+21 '.6 . 

+20,1 

+5.4 

+3.8 

Mountain: 

* 

Denver 

+5.7 

+24.3 

+22.6 

+6.1 

+4.6 

Pacific: 

♦ 

Los  Angeles 

+4.2 

+24*4 

+22,0 

+5,8 

+2.7 

San  Francisco 

+7.7 

+28.3 

+25.1 

+8.3 

+5.4 

Seattle 

+5.4  f 

+25.8 

+23.6 

+4.1 

+2.9 

*  These  percent  changes  are  based  o.n  indexes  of  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 


Table  4, 


Report  for  July  .13*  1943 


COST  OF  LIVING ‘IN  LARGS’CITISS 


Indexes,'  1935-39' -  100* 


Region  and  City 

All 

items 

Food 

‘  •  .»  :  T 

*  *  '  ^  -  - 

Clothing 

Fuel, 

.electricity 
and  iee 

House- 
furni sh- 
ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Average:  Large  Cities 

123 -SlA, 

139.02 / 

.  128.63/ 

"  107. 7i/ 

125.43 / 

115.93/ 

New  England: 

•V 

Boston 

120.2 

132,5 

12*4.0 

118.4 

119.8 

112.4  . 

Middle  Atlantic: 

'  ■  *  *  •  -  ■  . .  .•  ... . 

Buffalo 

126.1 

140.5 

127.8 

104.8 

126.6  * 

121.6 

New  York . 

123.8 

141.1 

129.1 

110.6 

115. 0 

115.0 

Philadelphia 

122.6 

135.8 

128.5 

105.8 

123.9 

114.8 

,  Pittsburgh 

123.6 

138.6 

131.8 

110.3 

124,3  • 

114.5 

East  North  Central: 

.  -Chicago 

122.9 

,136.7 

124.3 

103.2 

120,4 

113.8 

'Cincinnati 

123.6 

.137.0 

133.7 

103.8 

128.8 

116.8 

Cleveland 

127.7 

145.0 

1&L.6 

113.5 

,  125.1 

115.3 

*  Detroit 

126.0 

.  138.8 

129.7 

108.8 

123.0 

122.7 

West  North  Central: 

-  Kansas  City 

120.7 

132.0 

127.1 

107.9- 

120.3 

116.9 

Minneapolis  • 

121.0 

.  131.3 

128.0 

10  b.  9 

125.8 

1.18.4 

St.  Louis 

123.1 

141.6 

129.3 

106-.2 

117.6 

112.4 

South  Atlantic:  *• 

• 

‘  Baltimore 

125.9 

146.3 

128.6 

106.7* 

129.0 

114.3 

Savannah 

132.2 

'  153.0 

132,4 

113.2 

121.5 

122.6 

Washington,  D.  C. 

123.0 

140.1 

135.9 

105.3 

131.5  . 

120.3 

East  South  Central: 

- 

t 

Birmingham 

126.1 

.  140.9 

129.5 

102.4 

.  121.8 

116.0 

West  South  Central: 

. 

Houston 

122.5 

137.4 

130.4 

92.8 

123.0 

118.3 

Mountain:  .  • 

• 

Denver 

122.6 

138.4 

124.3 

100.4 

121.9 

116.2 

Pacific: 

•  •* 

Los  Angele-s  ' 

125.0 

142.4 

<  129.6 

94,2 

119.2 

118.4 

San  Francisco 

127.4  . 

145.7 

127.3 

92.1 

118.7 

.  124.3 

Seattle 

126.2 

140.9 

130.9 

101.9 

121.2  ■ 

123.5 

•*  These  indexes  are  based  on  the  cost  of goods  purchased  by  wage  earners  and  "1  owe r- 


■  salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 

l/  Rents  surveyed  at  quarterly  dates,  March  15,  June  15,  September  15,  December  15. 
2 ]  Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of 
the  month. 

3 /  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 

4 /  Based  on  data  for  34  cities.  *  . 


Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  Combined,  l/ 
Table  5  --  Indexes,  1935“39  *  100 


Commodity  Group 


All  Foods 

Cereals  end  bakery  products 
Meats 

Beef  and  veal 

Pork 

Lamb. 

Chickens 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 
Daily  Products 
Eggs 

Fruits  arid,  vegetables 
Fre  sh 
Cann  ed 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  and  oils 
Sugar  end  sweets 


VTSnrjnrr 


July  II4.  :  Jan »  14  ;Aug.  IQ 


139.0 

107.6 

130.7 
120.2 

115.3 

136.9 

Ii.j6.i4. 

208. 3 

133.9 

153.6 

181. 3 

193.9 

130.5 

159.0 

1214.5 

126.5 
126.5 


12*1.9 

107.5 

130.3 

131.4 
1254 
142.7. 

.  ‘  147.2 
201.1 
3/133.7 
“  146.2 
3/1 07. 8 
J/202.1 
1/130.5 
3/150.6 

124.5 

126.5 

126.5 


126.6 

124.6 

97.8 

105.4 

105.1 

94.9 

130.6 

127.5 

101.1 

126.0 

123.6 

109.4 

124.0 

122.1 

86.1 

133.7 

133.0 

98.7 

133.7 

125.7 

97.2 

168.2 

161.2 

110.7 

127.7 

122.8 

105.1 

155.2 

130.2 

97.4 

129.7 

135.7 

93.3 

130.3 

139.1 

93.4 

123.8 

122.4 

91.4 

143 .4 

134.2 

99.6 

123.8 

122.8 

90.9 

120.7 

120.0 

80. 3 

127.0 

126.6 

95.3 

93*5 

93.4 

95.7 

99.6 
88.0 

98.8 

94.6 

99.6 
93.1 

90.7 

92.4 

92.8 
91.6 
90.3 
94.9 

84.5 

95.6 


Table  5-A  —  Percent  Change 


Commodity  Group 


All  Foods 

Cereals  arid  bakery  products 
Meats 

Beef  and  veal 

Pork 

Lamb 

Chi ckens 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 
Daily  Products 
Eggs 

Fruits  and  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  and  oils 
Sugar  and  sweets 


dune  ip 

oept.  15 

JuTyTir 

Jim  * .  1.6’ 

»  Aug ,  FT 

1943 

I'M 

im 

"  1941 

1939 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

July.  I3 

July  13 

July  13 

July  13 

July  13 

1943 

1943 

194.3 

1943 

1943  ' 

-  2.0 

+  9.8 

• 

+11.6 

+  4s.  1 

- - - 

+  48.7 

+  .1 

+  2.1 

♦  2.4 

+  13.4 

+  15.2 

“  5*5 

♦  .1 

+  2.5 

♦  29.3 

+  36.6 

-  8.5 

-  4*6 

-  2.8 

+  9.9 

+  20.7 

—  8  •  1 

-  7.0 

-  5.6 

+  33.9 

+  31.0 

-  4.3 

+  -2.1 

+  2.6 

♦  38.3 

+  38.2 

-  .5 

+  9.5 

+16.5 

+  50.6 

+  54.8 

+  3.6 

♦23.8. 

+29.2 

+  75.5 

+109.1 

+  .1 

+  4.9 

+  9 .0 

+  27.4 

+  43.8 

+  5.1 

-  1.0 

+18.0 

♦  57.7 

+  69.3 

-  .3.5 

♦39.8 

♦33.6 

*  94.3 

+  96.2 

-  4.1 

+48.8 

+39-4 

+107.6 

+108.9 

0 

+  5M 

+  6.6 

+  42.8 

+  42.5 

♦  .3 

+10.9 

+16. 5 

+  59.6 

+  76.1 

0 

♦  .6 

+ 1.4 

♦  37.0 

+  31.2 

0 

+  4.8 

+  5.4 

+  57.5 

49.7 

0 

-  .4 

-  .1 

♦  32.7 

+  32.3 

-  iQiV  .  I,  meiuaea  in  the  index  was  changed  from  91 

Jzi’J?  ‘  n999*st,r y  adjustments  for  maintaining  oomprrebi 

2/  er  0f  f00ds  in/tha  inrtox  W8S  increased  from  5k  to 

1/  Preliminary .  3/  Hevised. 


to  56  in 
lity.  At 
6l. 


March 
the  same 


Table  6  -  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods 


Percent 

Change  -  June  15,  19U3  to  July  13 » 

19U3 

Cereals 

Fruits 

Fats 

Sugar 

City  and 

All 

and 

Meats 

Dai  nr 

Eggs 

and 

Bev- 

and 

and 

Regional  Area 

Foods 

Bakery 

Products 

Veg. 

erages 

Oils 

Sweets 

United  States: 

- 

2.0 

♦  0.1 

5.5 

+  0.1 

♦  5.1 

-  3.5 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

New  England: 

* 

Bo  ston 

- 

3.1 

♦  .2 

- 

3.6 

♦  .2 

+  5.3 

-10.5 

-  a 

♦  .u 

♦  .2 

Bridgeport 

- 

3.3 

-  .1 

- 

2.9 

-  .5 

1+.5 

-10.0 

-  1.5 

-  .5 

-  *5 

Fall  River 

- 

3.7 

0 

- 

3.3 

-  .6 

♦  3.8 

-u.7 

-  .9 

0 

♦  .2 

Manchester 

- 

U.7 

♦  .3 

- 

6.9 

-  1.3 

14.9 

-12.9 

-  .u 

-  .14 

♦  a 

New  Haven 

- 

3-U 

•  .1 

- 

3-9 

-  2.2 

♦  5.1 

-  7.9 

-  a 

-  .5 

-  2.6 

Portland,  Me, 

- 

3.2 

♦  .3 

- 

6.3 

-  .14 

+  U.2 

*  7.6 

-  ".6 

-  .2 

-  0. 

Providen ce 

- 

2.8 

0 

- 

U*U 

0 

+  5.3 

-  7.0 

-  a 

-  a 

-  .1 

liddle  Atlantic: 

Buff alo 

- 

3.2 

-  .2 

- 

5.U 

0 

+  5.0 

-  7.5 

0 

0 

0 

Newa  rk 

.6 

0 

- 

2.7 

-  a 

♦  5.3 

-  .u 

♦  .9 

-  .7 

-  a 

New  York 

- 

.2 

♦  .1 

- 

2.5 

♦  1.8 

♦  5.0 

-  .u 

-  .5 

-  .3 

-  .2 

Philadelphia 

- 

2.b 

♦  a 

- 

U.2 

-  a 

♦  U.8 

-  6.6 

+  1.3 

♦  a 

*  1.5 

Pittsburgh 

- 

2.6 

♦  a 

- 

5.6 

0 

♦  6.1 

-  5.3 

-  .2 

0 

-  1.8 

Rochester 

- 

2.7 

0 

- 

7.1 

-  a 

♦  8.0 

-  6.3 

-  .7 

-  a 

-  .3 

Scranton 

- 

3.3 

-  .5 

- 

U.9 

0 

+  6.3 

-  8.9 

-  .2 

0 

♦  a 

last  North  Central: 

1 

Chi cago 

- 

2.U 

♦  .2 

- 

7.7 

♦  a 

+  U.7 

-  1.3 

♦  a 

♦  .2 

+  a 

Cincinnati 

1.6 

+  .3 

- 

6.9 

♦  a 

U.5 

+  .2 

+  a 

-  .i 

-  .2 

Cleveland 

- 

3.0 

♦  .9 

- 

7.0 

*  *3 

5.8 

-  5a 

+  .2 

.2 

♦  ia 

Columbus,  Ohio 

- 

2.8 

*  a 

- 

7.5 

♦  ,i 

7.U 

-  6.0 

"*  •  X 

-  *u 

-  a 

Detroit 

- 

2.0 

-  .2 

•* 

6.7 

-  .2 

+  3.5 

-  1.6 

0 

-  a 

-  1.3 

Indisnapoli s 

- 

2  J4 

+  a 

3.3 

-  .2 

r>.3 

-  1.6 

-  .2 

0 

+  .6 

Mi lwoukee 

- 

1.8 

+  .2 

6.8 

0 

3*9 

-  .3 

0 

-  .3 

0 

Peori  a 

- 

2.5 

0 

U.7 

-  .2 

7.2 

-  U«6 

♦  .3 

♦  a 

♦  .2 

Springfield,  Ill, 

- 

1.5 

♦  a 

3.1 

♦  .7 

8.0 

-  3.9 

0 

a 

*  .6 

% 

3st  North  Central: 

Cedar  Rapids 

2.6 

-  a 

5.5 

+  a 

5.7 

-  1+.9 

-  .U 

-  1.3 

-  .6 

Kansas  City 

nm 

2.8 

♦  a 

8.0 

-  .2 

li.3 

-  U.6 

-  .U 

+  1.9 

-  :  a 

Minneapolis 

- 

2.1 

♦  a 

7.6 

-  a 

1.6 

-  1,3 

-  .2 

-  ,u 

-  *i 

Omaha 

- 

3.2 

*  a 

7.5 

-  a 

2.0 

-  U  *  o 

0 

0 

-  2,  7 

St,  Louis 

- 

1.5 

♦  .2 

6.7 

-  .2 

3-5 

+  1.5 

♦  .2 

♦  .3 

-  .2 

St,  Paul 

- 

1.9 

+  a 

7.U 

♦  .3 

2.6 

-  l.U 

♦  1.3 

0 

*  a 

Tii  chita 

- 

2.0 

0 

U.6 

-  .2 

3.0 

-  3.8 

♦  a 

+  .3 

-  1.7 

Ibble  6  -  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods,  (Cont*d) 


Percent  Change 

-  June  1 

5,  1943  "to  Jul 

nr,  ww 

— . 

City  and 

Regional  Area 

All 

Foods 

Cereals 

and 

Bakery 

Me  a  ts 

Dairy 

Products 

Eggs 

Fru  i  ts 

and 

Veg. 

Bev¬ 

erages 

Fa  ts 

and 

Oils 

:  Sugar 

rand 
Sweet  s 

Sou tli  Atlantic: 
Atlanta  ' 

-1.7 

-  .5 

-  7.9 

-  .1 

+7.7 

+  •  3.5 

0 

0 

0 

■  Baltimore 

-4.1 

+  .1 

-  ii.6 

-  .9 

+7.1 

-  9.5 

+  1.2 

-  *4 

+  .5 

Charleston,  S.-C. 

-1.9 

+  .2 

-  4.4 

-  .9 

+  .9 

-  2.3 

0 

0 

-  .6 

Jacksonville 

+  .5 

-  .1 

-  7.3 

-  .1 

+6*9 

+  8.0 

+  .1 

+  .7 

+  .2 

Norfolk 

-  .9 

+  .4 

-  3*4 

+  .1 

+94 

-  1.6 

+  .1 

0 

+  *5 

Richmond 

-119 

+  1.2 

-  48 

0 

+7.6 

-  5.3 

-  .3 

-  *5 

+  .6 

Savannah 

-  .5 

+1.1 

-  6.4 

-  .1 

+7*5 

+  45 

—  .8 

0 

+  .2 

Washington,  D.C. 

-1.8 

+  .1 

-  49 

-  .5 

+5.9 

-  2.0 

+  *4 

0 

-1,2 

Win  s  to  n - 8 a 1 em 

-4.4 

-  .8 

-  9.7 

-  .5 

+5.7 

.cl, 
y  *4 

-4.6 

-  .8 

-3.6 

East  So‘u th  C en tr a  1 : 

Birmingham 

-  .7 

+  .3 

-  3.3 

-  4 

+4.  6 

*"  o  •  6 

0 

+  .1 

0 

Jackson 

-1.0 

—  .8 

-  1.6 

-  .3 

+2.2 

-  1.8 

-  .8 

-1.2 

+  .2 

Knoxville 

-1.1 

+  .3 

-  2.2 

-  .6 

+48 

-  2.9 

+3.7 

+  .5 

-  .6 

Louisville 

-3.3 

+  .3 

-  7.1 

-  .1 

+5.6 

-  7.5 

0 

-  .1 

-  .7 

Memphis 

-  .4 

+  .2 

-  5.6 

+  .1 

+4.o 

+  2.5 

+1.7 

+  .4 

+  .6 

Mobile 

-  .8 

+  .2 

-  5.5 

-  .7 

+6.7 

+  3«4 

-  .5 

-  *4 

-1.5 

West  South  Central: 
Dallas 

-  .8 

+  1.0 

-  8.0 

0 

+3*o 

+  4.2 

+  .2 

-  .1 

-  .2 

Houston 

-1.9 

+  .1 

-10.2 

+  .2 

+4*5 

+  4.0 

-  .7 

-  .2 

-  .1 

Little  Rock 

-3.5 

+  .1 

-  6.0 

0 

+5.6 

-  7.7 

0 

+  .2 

-1.1 

New  Orleans 

+1.1 

+  4 

-  5.8 

-  .3 

+7.0 

+  9.8 

-  .1 

+  .1 

-  .1 

Mounta in: 

Butte. 

-1.2 

+  .1 

-  3*9 

0 

+2.9 

-1*4 

+  .2 

+  .2 

0 

Denver 

-1.8 

+  .1 

-  k.z 

—  O.l 

+4.6 

-  3.o 

-1.5 

-  .3 

+  *5 

Salt  Lake  City 

-1.3 

+  .5 

-  2.1 

+  .1 

+7.5 

-  5.5 

-  .7 

+  .3 

+  .2 

Pacific : 

Los  Angeles 

-3.0 

0 

-  6.9 

-  .1 

+4.9 

-  5.6 

0 

+  .2 

+1.7 

Portland,  Oreg. 

-4.2 

-  .1 

-  5.2 

-42 

+5.3 

-11.0 

0 

+  .2 

0 

San  Francisco 

-2.7 

+  .1 

-  7.7 

0 

+4.9 

-  4.2 

+  .1 

+  .1 

0 

Seattle 

-3.9 

0 

-  9.5 

-  .3 

+3*7 

-  8.2 

+  *4 

0 

-  .7 

2feble  7,  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Fowfcin  Large  Cities  Combined 


/ 


Commodity 

^Porcent  Clhan 

go 

:  Juno  15 

Sept.  15' 

1942  to 

July  14 

Jan,  14 

Average 

:  191*3  to 

191*2  to 

191*1  to 

1939  to 

• 

Prices 

i  July  15 

i  1943 

July  13 

1943 

July  13 

1943 

July  15 
191*3 

July  13 

1943 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS: 

dJents 

Cereals  1 

Flour,  wheat  10  pounds 

61,4 

j  +  .5 

♦12.1 

+20.6 

+48*3 

♦71.5 

Macaroni 

pound 

15.6 

:  +  .6 

+10.6 

+10.6 

♦13.0 

+n.4 

♦Whoa t  cereal  28 

ounces 

23.3 

i  0 

*  9.9 

»  3*3 

*  .9 

*  3.7 

Corn  flakes  8 

ounces 

6.6 

i  +  1.5 

•  5.7 

-  8.3 

*  7.0 

-  5.7 

Corn  meal 

pound 

3.7 

•  + 1.8 

-34.0 

+18,8 

♦35.7 

+1*2.5 

♦Rice 

do 

12.6 

:  0 

+  .8 

♦  3.3 

+59.5 

+68,0 

Rolled  oats 

do 

8.6 

0 

^  101 

*  l.l 

+21,1 

+21*1 

♦Flour,  pancake  20punoos 
Bakery  products: 

10#5 

j  0 

y 

y 

y 

y 

Er.iad,  white 

pound 

8.9 

i  0 

+  2.3 

+  2.3 

+ii*,i 

+U+.1 

Bread,  whole  wheat  do 

9.7 

0 

♦  2.1 

+  2*1 

+11.5 

+10.2 

Breed,  rye 

do 

10.0 

;  0 

+  3.1 

+  3.1 

+11.1 

♦  8,7 

2/ 

Vanilla  cookies 

do 

28.5 

:  -  2,7 

+  5.6 

+  2.2 

+13.5 

Soda  crackers 

do 

18.0 

j  +  1.7 

+  8*4 

+  9.1 

+20,0 

+2T.6 

1  , 

MEATS  * 

Beef: 

Round  steak 

pound 

1*2.5 

i  -lo#o 

•  1*.3 

•  3.0 

+  9.6 

+16,2 

Rib  roast 

do 

51+.1 

•  •  9*3 

*  1.7 

+  .6 

+  8,5 

+18,0 

Chuck  roast 

do 

29.1 

:  -  8.2 

•  3.0 

-  :  .3 

y 

+29.3 

♦Stew  meat 

do 

31.2 

•  -  9.8 

y 

1/ 

y 

Liver 

do 

56.8 

i  -  2#l 

y 

v 

y 

V 

Hamburger 

Veal: 

do 

28.7 

j  *10*6 

y 

y 

y 

y  . 

Cutlets 

do 

1*6.5 

J  •  8#7 

•15.7 

•14.4 

+  2,1* 

+  8,9 

♦Roast,  boned&rollod  do 
Pork: 

55.5 

;  *  6#  j 

y 

y . 

V 

y 

Chops 

do 

58.5 

:  -  0,6 

•li.l 

*  9.7 

+31.6 

+23.9 

Bacon,  sliced 

do 

42.7 

i  •  6.6 

+  4.4 

+  8,9 

+1+1.9 

+1*0,5 

Ham,  sliced 

do 

53.2 

:  *  9.5 

-10.7 

*  9.8 

+18#0 

+11*.  7 

Ham,  whole 

do 

36,5 

:  •  0.8 

*  5.2 

*  3.7 

+38.5 

+32.5 

Salt  pork 

do 

23.1 

•  -  6,5 

*  2*9 

*  3.3 

y 

+50.0 

1/ 

♦Liver 

do 

22,6 

:  *  4.2 

1/ 

y 

♦Sausage 

do 

38.5 

:  +  1*6 

v 

y 

y 

v 

♦Bologna,  big 

Lamb: 

do 

34.  6 

i  +  1.8 

y 

y 

y 

y 

Leg 

do 

l*o,5 

;  *  3*1 

+  6,9 

+  8#3 

+1*5.7 

+1*6,7 

Rib  chops 

do 

46,5 

•  *  5.7 

•  1.3 

•  1.7 

+32.9 

+26.7  . 

NOTE:  Date,  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  1943  c.nd  on  56  cities 
combined  from  January  1943  to  date# 

*  Not* included  in  the  index# 

1/*  Priced  for  first  time  in  February  1945# 
y  Not  available# 


r 

Table  7»  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Largo  Cities  Combined  (Oont*d) 


Commodity 


J 


MEATS;  (Continued) 

Poultry; 

Roasting  chickens  2/pound 
Fish; 

Fish(fresh,  fro  zen)2/pound 

Salmon,  pink~l6  oz,  can 
♦Salmon,  red  do 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS; 

Butter  ,  pound 

Cheese  do 

Milk, fresh(delivered)  quart 
Milk, fresh(grocery)  do 

Milk,  fresh  ((average;)  do 
Milk, evaporated  l4tg  oz.  can 


EGGS; 

Eggs 


fresh 


2/d, 


ozen 


FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES; 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables 
Fresh  fruits; 

Apples  pound 

.  Bananas  do 

Oranges  dozen 

♦Grapefruit  each 

Fresh  vegetables; 

Beans,  green 
Cabbage 


Carro ts 
Lettuce 
Onions 
Po  tatoes 
Spinach 
Sweetpota  toes 
♦Beets 


pound 
do 
bunch 
head 
pound 
.15  pounds 
'  pound 
do 
bunc  h 


Canned  fruits  and  vegetables 
Canned  fruits; 


Peaches  No.2j|  can 
Pineapple  do 
Grapefruit  juicoNo .2c an 


veragc 

Prices 


Cents 


*+.  5 

£.9 

2*1.0 


51.1 

38.1 

15.5 

il*.4 

15a 

10.1 


5I+.2 


13.6 

11.7 

U7.9 

10.0 

16.1 
■6.5 
8.3 

3.5 

8.-8 

71-  5 

14.5 
7.2 
8*5 


26.9 

.0 

1+.3 


28 


June~  15 
1942  to 
July  lj 

1943 


+  +.2 

•"  *8 

0 


t  1.2 

-  1.0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Sept.-'  13 

191*2  *to 
July  13 

192+3, 


) 


+  9.5 

j-26.8 
+  9.6 

t  1.0 


+  1.0 
+11.1 

+  3.3 

+  6.7 

+  i+.i 

+13.5 


1 


Percent  Change 

Jaii. 


July  lT* 

19l*2  to 
July  13 

191*3 


+16.5 

+33.8 
+10.1 
+  2.2 


+12+.3 
+12.1* 
+  3.3 

+  6.7 
+  l*.l 
+16.1 


NOTE; 


:  +  5.1 

•  • 

-  1.9 

* 

f 

+18.0 

+57.7 

i  +  69.3 

i  -  8.7 

i 

+119.*? 

+60.0 

+1&.5 

l 

l 

+209.1 

i  0 

+13.6 

+  12.5 

+  77.3 

+  91.8 

j  +  9.6 

+22  .J 

+30.9 

+  75.7 

+  52a 

i  +13.6 

*  6.4 

+31.6 

y 

3/ 

|  +  1.9 

+38.3 

+51+.8 

+15.0 

+123.6 

:  -35.0 

+66.7 

+1*1  •  3 

+91.2 

+  66.7 

0 

+20.3 

+18*6 

+38.3 

+  80.4 

i  -11.2 

+  8.5 

+  8.0 

+60.7 

+  60.7 

i  -  2.2 

+954 

+79.6 

ill*.!* 

+12*4.4 

i  -15 .2 

+1*8.0 

+21.1* 

(+.9 

+107.8 

;  +1*2.2  J 

+35.5 

+51-.3 

98.6 

+  85.9 

:  -  5.0 

•868.8 

-8-35  .8 

€44.0 

+212.7 

:  -27.+ 

V 

V 

V 

|  +  1.5 

+12.1 

+1+.5 

63.0 

+  57.3 

:  ~  .ia 

-  1.1 

+  2.6 

3*.o 

+  33.3 

+ 1.+ 

+15.3 

+31.2 

3/ 

y 

V 
4 
4 

V 


combined  from  January  192*3  to  date. 

Not  included  in  the  index. 

Composite  price  not  computed 

Percentage  change  computed  on  the  index. 

Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  I9I4.I . 

Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  191+3* 


and  on 


12* 
19l*l  to 
July  13 

191+3 


+50.6 

+80.8 

+32.2 

+55.3 


+31+.5 

+2*1.1 

+19.2 

+21.0 
+18.9 
+1*2  •  3 


Aug.  15 
1939  to 
July  13 

192+3 


+  51+.8 

+113.2* 
+  86.7 
+  77.5 


+  66.2* 
+  5I+.3 
+  29.2 
+  30.9 
+  29.1 
+'  50.7 


96”  cities 


r 


Table  7.  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont’d) 

I . -"*»  -4.  ■  .  •*.  .  .  .  4t 


Commodity 

.. .  .  ')i,  .  . 

Percent  Change 

« 

Average; 

Prices; 

« 

0 

June  Ip 

1 943  to 

July  1J 

1?4? . 

Sept.  15 

19ii.2  to 
Julv  13 
19U3 

July  14 

19li2  to 
July  13 

191+3 

Jan.  I4 
19U1  to 
July  13 
1943 

Aug.  15 

1939  to 

July  13 

1943 

Cents  • 

* 

-  { 

1 

- - -  ... 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES j (Cont«d) 

4 

1 

4 

- 

Canned  vegetables: 

1 

« 

4 

Beans,  green  No.  2  can 

lU*6  i 

-  l.h 

+  6*6 

+  5*8 

+-A46  •  0 

1  /  /*v 

+40 . 0 

Corn  do 

lh.o  ; 

0 

+  3*3 

+  9*U 

+30.8 

+34.6 

Peas  do 

'14.9  i 

«  1.3 

+  2.1 

-  3.9 

+12.9 

+  9*6 

Tomatoes '  ’  do 

12.6  : 

'  0 

+  8.6 

+  5,9 

+50.0 

+U6.5 

♦Soup, vegetable  11  oz.  can 

13.1  : 

0 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

Dried  fruits  and  vegetables: 

1 

4 

Dried  fruits : 

4 

1 

#• 

' 

‘  Prunes  '  '  pound 

16.7  i 

+  1,2 

+12.8 

+31.5 

0 

. 

pi 

+ 

+89^3 

'Dr  i ed  vegetables: 

; 

*  Navy  beans  pound 

10.0  : 

0 

+  9-9 

+ia  b 

+53.8 

+72.  b 

.  ■*  *Soup,  dehydrated 

• 

« 

. 

t 

ohickezl  noodle  '  ounce 

t  ■ 

*  v  .  » 

‘  3.7  i 

0 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

V' 

BEVERAGES : 

< 

1 

4 

Coffee  pound 

30.0  i 

0 

+  h*5 

+  4.9 

+I4I}-.  9 

+3b  •  5 

Tea  “  x  pound 

21.9  : 

+  l.lj. 

-  2.2 

-  2.2 

+2)4  •  b 

+27.3 

♦Cocoa  -§•  pound 

9.1  j 

+  1.1 

-10.8 

-10.8 

0 

++  5*8 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

1 

< 

< 

, 

- 

Lard  pound 

19.0  : 

0 

+  9*8 

til. 8 

+10I4..3 

+91.9 

Shortening  other  than  lard: 

« 

In  cartons'  *  pound 

19.9  : 

-  .5 

+  2.1 

+  1.5 

+76.1 

+70.1 

In  other  containers  do 

24.8  : 

+  .8 

+  1.6 

-  2.0 

+35.5 

+22.8 

Salad  dressing  pint 

25.2  ; 

•  0 

0 

0 

+25.4 

2/ 

Oleomargarine  pound 

23.7  | 

-  .h 

+  5.8 

+  6.3 

+51.9 

+173.6 

Peanut  butte'r  *  do 

'33.1  j 

•  0 

+19.1 

+27.3 

+8I4.9 

+8)4  •  9 

♦Oil,  cooking  or  salad  pint 

•30.I4.  : 

t 

+  .5' 

•  — 

— 

— 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS:  * 

0 

4 

4 

S 

k 

Sugar  “  '  *  pound 

6.8  : 

i 

,  0- 

-  i.U 

0 

+33.3  | 

'  +30.8 

Corn  sirup  *  2b  ounces 

15.7  ; 

+  ;6 

+  I4..0 

+  6.1 

+1 5*U  j 

+lii.  6 

♦Molassft#"'  •  1*8  ounces 

‘15.7.  : 

+  .6 

+  5.14. 

+  7.5 

+17.2  i 

+154 

♦Apple  butter  16  ounces 

13.0  i 

4 

• 

0  • 

1/ 

1/ 

i/  i 

4 

1/ 

NOTE?  Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  196-3  and  on  5 6  cities 
combined  f rom <January  19JU3  to  date. 

•  *  * 

*  Not  included  in  the  index. 

1/  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  I9I4.3. 

2/  Not  available 


/ 


Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  l/ 

Table  8  -  Indexes  and  Percent  Change  from  January  19I4 
_ _ and  Other  Specified  Periods 


_ "indexes  1936-39=100 

~vJuIY15  Junelp ;  Sept.l^Tjulyllt 


Region  and  City 


it; 


United  States 

New  England 
Boston 
Bridgeport 
Fall  River 
Manchester 
New  Haven 
Portland,  Maine 
Providence 

Middle'  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 
Newark 
New  York 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Rochester 
Scranton 

East  North  Centra' 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Columbus,  Ohio 
Detroit 
.Indianapolis 
Mi lwaukee 
Peoria 

Springfield, Ill 


132.5 

139.1 

135.6 

136.6 

138.2 
136.1 
135.8 


1^0.5 

141.2 

141.1 

135.8 
138.6 

134.8 
13946 


13647 
137.0 
145.0 
1304  8 

138.8 

137.0 

136.2 

143.2 

144.2 


West  North  Centra 
Cedar  Rapids  4/  139*6 

Kansas  City  “  132.0 

Minneapolis  131*3 

Omaha  133*3 

St.  Louis  Il4l. 6 

St.  Paul  '  131.2 

Wichita  4/  146.7 


1943  :  1942 


141.9  :  126.6" 


136.8 

143.8 

140.8 

143 .4 
143.1 

l4o  .6 

139.7 


145.2 

142.1 

141.4 

139.2 

142.3 
138.6 

144.4 


i4o4o 

139.2 
Ht-9.5 

134.5 

141.6 

140.3 

138.7 
146.9 
146  *4 


124.4 

127.1 

125.7 

126.8 

126.2 
125.8 
126.3 


i  127.6 
:  128.0 
i  125.2 

i  123.9 
:  125.9 
;  125.2 
;  125.6 


1942 


T2C:6  :  97.8 

« 

122.6  i  95.2 
124.9  i  96.5 
124.8  j  97.5 
126.0  96.6 

124.2  i  95.7 

124.4  :  95.3 

125.4  i  96.3 


127.8  *100.2 

125.1  :  98.8 

122.8  i  99.5 

122.9  i  95.0 

124.1  :  98.0 
125.5  i  99.9 
125.5  ;  97.5 


98.2 
96.5 
99.-2 

118.4  j  O3..I1 
125.0  j  97..0 

125.5  \  98.2 
122.0  195.9 
130.0  j  99.O 

96.2 


1941 


1430 
^3  5.8 
134.1 
137.7 
7443.5 


121.2  j  126.4 

120.7  ;  118. 3 


123.3  ;  122.1 

123.2  ;  119,8 

126.7  ;  126.0 

133.7  i  120.8  ;  118. 9 

149.7  <  132.0  i  129.2 


95.9 
92.4 

99.0 

97.9 

99.2 

98.6 

97.2 


rcent Change 

June 13 

1943 

to 

July 13 
1943 

Sept. 15 

1952 

to 

JulylJ 

1953 

.July  14 

:  1942 

to 

JulylJ 

1953 

:jan.l4  * 

:  1941 

i  to 
Julvl3 

1953 

2.0 

+  9*8 

+Il  .6 

3.1 

+  6.5 

+  8.1 

+39*2 

- 

3.3 

+  9*5 

+11.4 

■+ii5li 

3.7 

+  7.9 

+  8.7 

+39*1 

- 

4.7 

+  7.7 

+  8.4 

■* +1+1.4 

- 

3.4 

+  9.5 

+11.3 

+44-.4 

- 

3.2 

+  8.2 

+  9.1 

+42.8 

2.8 

+  7.5 

+  8.3 

+41.0 

* 

3.2 

+10.1 

+  9.9 

+40.2 

- 

/ 

•  O 

.+10.3 

+12.9 

+42  •  9 

- 

.2 

*12.7 

+15.9 

+41.8 

- 

+  9*6 

+10.5 

+42.9 

- 

2*6 

+10.1 

+11.7 

+51.5 

- 

2.7 

+  7.7 

+  7.5 

+35.9 

3.3 

+11.1 

+11.4 

+43.2 

— 

2.4 

9.5 

+11.3 

+39.2 

- 

1.6 

+  8.0 

+10.3 

+42 . 0 

- 

3.0 

+13.9 

+l4.  .4 

+46  •  2 

- 

2.8 

9.5 

+10.5 

+40.0 

- 

2.0 

+  11.3 

+11.0 

+43.1 

- 

2.4 

+  7.8 

+  9.2 

+39.5 

1.8 

+12.6 

+11.6 

+42 . 0 

2.5 

+  9*6 

+10.2 

+64  •  6 

1.5 

+10.8 

+11.8 

+59.9 

2.6 

+15.2 

+10.4 

+45*6 

2.8 

9.5 

+11.6 

+42.9 

2.1 

+  6.5 

+  7.5 

+32.6 

3.2 

+  8.2 

+11.3 

+36.2 

1.3 

+11.8 

+i?.5i 

+52.7 

1.9 

+  6.6  i 

+10.3* 

+33.1 

2.0 

« 

f 

t 

+11.1  • 

» 

1 

+13.5: 

1 

1 

1 

+50.9 

h 

19537 

in  each 

city,  ' 

1/ Aggregate  costs!  of  61  foods  !  { 54  food's  prior 

weighted  to  represent  total  purchases  of  famine  earners  ana  xower- 

salaried  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights.  Primary  use  is  for  time-to-time  comparisons  rather  than 
place-to-place  comparisons. 

Z//  preliminary; 

3/  Revised. 

4./  Indexes ‘based  on  June  1940  equals  100.. 

3/  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News. 
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Retail  Food  Costs. in  Large  Cities!/  (Cont*d) 


Table  8  -  Indexes  and  Percent 


Change 


Iron 


January  1941 


Region  and  City 

"Indexes'  1935  '-'T?~=~ro5 

Percent  Change 

// 

JulyJ-13 

V 

Junel5 

1943 

Sept.15 

19 42 

juiynr 

1942 

Jan.  Hi 

19i|i 

June 15 

1943 

to 

JulylJ 

1943 

Sept.15 

1942 
to 

July!  .13 

1943 

Julyl4 

1942 
to 

Julyl3 

1943 

Jan.l4 

1941 
Julvl3  ' 
1943 

South  Atlantic: 
Atlanta 

11*1.5 

143.9 

125.9 

122.7 

94.3 

-  1.7 

+12.4 

—  ■■■*"■ 

+15.3 

+50.1 

Baltimore 

12+6.3 

•152.5 

131.2 

128.3 

97.9 

-  4.1 

+11.5 

+14.0 

+49.4 

Charleston,  S,C 

136,14. 

'139.0 

126.6 

125.0 

95.9 

-  1.9 

+  7.7 

+  9.1 

+42.2 

Jacksonville 

152.5 

151.7 

134.2 

133.1 

98.8 

+  .5 

+13.6 

+14.6 

+54-4 

Norfolk  5/ 

150.4 

151.7 

131.9 

129.8 

95.8 

-  .9 

+14.0 

+15*9 

+57.0 

Ric  hmond 

156.9 

139.6 

126.2 

123.6 

93.7 

-  1.9 

*  8.5 

+  10.8 

+46.1 

Savannah 

153.0 

153.8 

133.3 

132.0 

100.5 

-  .5 

+14.8 

+  15.9 

+52.2 

Wa s h ing to n ,  D.C. 

l4o.l 

142.7 

128.1 

125.3 

97.7 

-  1.8 

+  9.4 

+11.8 

+43.4 

Vifmston-Salem  1/133 *6 

139.7 

119.8 

119.2 

93.7 

-  4.4 

+11.5' 

+12.1 

+42.6 

East  South  Centra! 
Birmingham 

• 

:l4o.9 

141.9 

125.3 

121.2 

96.0 

-  .7 

+12.5 

+  16.3 

+46.8 

Jackson  1/ 

/uj.8.1  3/149.6 

141.0- 

131.0 

105.3 

-  1.0 

+  5.0 

+13.1 

+40.6 

Knoxville  4/ 

156.7 

158*5 

134.2 

130.3 

97.1 

-  1.1 

+16.8 

+20.3 

+61.4 

Louisville 

134.9 

147.7 

139.5 

124.2 

122.4 

95.5 

94.2 

-  3.3 

+  8.6 

+10.2 

+41.3 

Memphis 

l43.3 

129.7 

125.5 

-  .4 

+13.9 

+17.7 

+56.8 

Mobile 

14.8  #6 

149.8 

133.9 

130.0 

97.9 

-  .8 

+11.0 

+14.3 

+51.8 

West  South  Centra] 
Dallas 

• 

*135.5 

136,6 

123.7 

120.9 

92.6 

-  .8 

+  9.5 

+12,1 

+46.3 

Houston 

137.4 

i4o,o 

130.8 

128.2 

102.6 

-  1.9 

+  5.0 

+  7.2 

+33.9 

s  Little  Rock 

135.2 

140  ,i 

129.2 

124.7 

95.6 

-  3.5 

+  4.6 

+  8.4 

+4i  *4 

New  Orleans 

133.8 

152.2 

135.9 

133.2 

101.9 

+:  1.1 

+13.2 

+15.5 

+50.9 

Mountain: 

Butte 

138.9' 

140.6 

124.6 

122.7 

98.7 

-  1.2 

+11.5 

+13.2 

+40.7 

Denver 

138.4 

141.0 

126.8 

124.4 

.-94.8 

-  1.8 

+  9.1 

+11.3 

+46,0 

*  Salt  Lake  City 

V 

142.2 

144.1 

130.1 

129.2 

97.5 

-  1.3 

+  9.3 

+10.1 

+45.8 

Pacific :  <■ 

Los  Angeles 

1I42.4 

146;  8 

137.9 

« 

133U 

101.8 

-  3.0 

+  3.3 

+  6.6 

+39.9 

Portland,  Or eg. 

145.7 

152'.  1 

141.2 

135.2 

101.7 

4.2 

+  3.2 

+  7.8 

+43.3 

San  Francis co 

145.7 

149.8 

133.5 

126.6 

99.6 

-  2.7 

+  9.1 

+14.1 

+46.3 

.  Seattle 

1/  Aggregate  cost 

140.9 

s  of  61 

146.6 

foods  (£> 

137.3 

1  fn  or!  0 

130.9 

(finr  4* 

101,0 

-  3.9 

IQi.X  -i 

+  2.6 

+  7.6 

+39*5 

weighted  to  represent  total  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower- 
salaried  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights.  Primary  use  is  for  time -to** time  comparisons  rather  than 
place-to-place  comparisons# 

Preliminary. 

Revised, 

Indexes  based  on  June  192+0  equals  100 
Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News# 


33^ 

[Jr\3  IS'o 

For  releese  Tuesday, 
September  IJ4;  I9I4.3 
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m  U8*E#«y  CF  THE 
APR  ^  U  i  0  ^  vj 


U.  S»  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Prices  and  Cost  of  Living  Branch 

COST  OF  LIVING  AND  RETAIL  (DSTS  OF  FOOD 

August  19^3 


iiJ’  ULiaoiS 

? resh  vegetable  prices  continued  seasonally  lower  from  mid- July  to  mid- 
August  and  resulted  in  the  third  consecutive  monthly  decline  in  the  cost  of  living 
ior  city  workers  a  drop  of  one-half  of  one  percent,"  Secretary  of  Labor  Perkins 
reported  today*  lood  prices  as  a  group  were  down  1*3  percent  and  more  than 
balanced  smaller  increases  during  ihe  month  for  other  goods  and  services,"  she  said, 

"Since  the  decline  in  food  prices  began  in  Hay  the  average  family  food  bill 
for  staples  has  come  down  by  A.l  percent  and  the  entire  cost  of  living  by  1.5 

percent.  The  index  computed  by  the  BLS  now  stands  at  123*2  percent  of  its  197.5-39 
average . 


lood  prices  are  high,  notwithstanding  these  summer  declines*  They  averaged 
about  9  percent  above  last  year  and  nearly  hfl  percent  above  the  low  levels 
prevailing  just  before  the  outbreak  of  war  in  Europe  in  August  1939*  This  August 
the  sharp  price  declines  for  fresn  fruits  and  vegetables  averaged  7  percent,  but 
they  were  considerably  greater  in  some  cities  than  in  others.  ° Cabbage  was  down 
nearly  25  percent  during  the  month,  sweet  potatoes  and  apples  1?  percent,  green 
beans  15  percent,  onions  and  white  potatoes  10  percent,  spinach  8  percent,  and 
there  were  smaller  reductions  for  carrots  and  lettuce, 

"However,  vegetables  remained  at  comparatively  high  levels,  about  33  percent 
above  last  August  and  more  than  90  percent  above  August  I939.  Thus,  sweet  potatoes 
cost  1U  cents  a  pound,  compared  with  5|  cents  a  pound  just  before  the  war.  Green 
beans  and  spinach  this  August  sold  for  ll|  and  13  cents  respectively,  against  pre¬ 
war  prices  of  7  end  8  cents. 


Aside  irom  fresh  produce,  the  most  important  declines  in  August  were  for 
fresh  fish,  which  have  been  rising  steadily  to  more  than  double  pre-war  levels. 

Under  a  new  OPA  ceiling  regulation,  there  was  a  decline  during  the  month  of  3.5 
percent.  There  were  also  declines  for  meats,  amounting  to  0.8  percent  for  beef 
and  veal,  0.9  percent  for  pork  and  1.1  percent  for  lamb,  representing  continued 
adjustments  to  an  CPA  ’cutback’  which  reduced  prices  in  the  previous  month.  The 
only  other  important  price  movements  in  the  food  group  were  a  seasonal  increase  of  9 
percent  for  eggs,  an  ad\Tcnce  of  A. 6  percent  for  tea,  and  a  decline  of  about  2 
percent  for  canned  peas. 

Diiferences  from  city  to  city  in  food  price  changes  were  unusually  great 
from  July  to  August.  In  northern  areas  price  reductions  were  especially  large, 
amounting  on  the  average  to  2.3  percent  in  New  York,  2.9  percent"  in  Detroit  and 
2.8  percent  in  Bridgeport  and  Denver.  In  many  southern  cities,  because  of  the 
earlier  growing  season,  prices  had  already  begun  to  increase  seasonally. 

Living  costs  other  then  food  were  on  the  whole  moderately  higher  from  July 
to  August.  Clothing  prices  rose  0.2  percent,  the  disappearance  of  lower  price 
lines  more  than  balancing  clearance  sales  for  certain  summer  goods.  House furni sh- 
ings  and  fuels  and  utility  rates  were  up  0*1  percent.  Miscellaneous  goods  and 
services  rose  0*5  percent,  because  of  higher  charges  by  hospitals,  motion  picture 
houses,  and  beauty  and  barber  shops.  Rent  costs  are  collected  quarterly  by  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  have  shown  very  little  change  for  some  time," 
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Tab  lo  1 . 


Ho  port  for  August  Ip,  1933 
COST  OF  LIVING  111  LARGE  CITIES 

Indexes,  1935 “39  “  100* 


Date 


All 
i  boms 


Food  Clothing  Rent 


Fuel,  House  - 
electricity  furnish- 
and  ico  •  ings 


Mis  - 
CO  lie. < 
•no  c  us 


1939?  August  15 

1931  »  January  15 

1932  j  May  15 

August  15 
Septombor  19 
1914-3  J  J.uly  15 

August  15 


98.6 

100.8 

116.0 

117.5 

117.8 

123.8 

123.2 


93*5 

97.8 

121.6 

126.1 

126.6 

139.0 

137.2 


100.3 

100.7 

126.2 

12p.2 


125.8 

126.6 

128.9 


103.3 

105.0 

109.9 

108.0 

108.0 

1/' 

1/ 


97.5 

100-.6- 

•  100.3. 

100.0 

100.1 

101.9 

103.9 

122.2 

110.9 

106.2 

123.0 

111.1 

106.2 

123.6 

111.3 

107.7 

12p  .3 

115.9 

107 . 8 

125.5 

x  LO  .  C- 

Table  la 

PORCH  FT  OF  CHARGE 

Date 

All 

items 

Food  C 1 0  tn 1 ng  Re  nt2/ 

Fuel,  House- 

electricity  furnis] 
and  ice  ings 

»  ■} 
Mis  - 

1-  ce lla¬ 

no  bus 

July  15,  I9I4.3  to 
nugust  15,  I9I4.3 
Sept.  15,  I9I42  to 
August  15,  191)3 
Aug.  15,  I9I.1 2  to 
August  15,  19li3 
May  15,  19i-2  to 
August  15,  193.3 
Jan.  15,  193.1  to 

August  15,  193.3 

Aug.  15,  1939  to 
August  15,  1933 


-0.5 

+3-»  6 

+3..  9 
+6.2 
+22.2 
*21+.  9 


•1.3 


+8.1+ 


+8.0 
+12.8 
+3-0 . 3 


,  I  /  r-, 

+i.jO  .  / 


+0.2 

+2.p 

+3 .0 

+2.1 

+26.0 
+28 . f 


y 

0 

0 

-1.7 

+2.9 

+3.5 


+0 . 1 
+1.5 
+1.5 

+2.8 

+6.9 

+10.6 


+0. 1 


+1.5 


+2 . 0 
+2.7 
+25.3 
+21. 8 


+0.3 


+M .  3 


*1.6 


+3.8 

+13.O 

+15.7 


*  '  These  indexes  arc  based  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  bv  vuc  earners 
and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities.  *  ' 

V  Hants  surveyed  at  quarterly  dotes,  -larch  15,  June;  15,  beptonbor  15,  December  lh. 

V  Changes  through  Juno  Ip,  1933. 
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Tabic  2. 


Report  for  August  J.y,  19k3 
COOT  OF  LIVING  IN  L^RGE  CITIES 


Region  and  City 


Mow  England : 

Boston 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 
Nov/  York 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
East  North  Central: 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Detroit 

'-Yost  North  Central: 
Kansas  City 
Minneapolis 
St.  Louis 
S  outh  At lant i c : 
Baltimore 
Savannah 

Mra  s  h  ing to  n ,  D .  C . 
East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 
West  South  Central: 

houston 

Mountain: 

Denver 
Pacific ; 

Los  Angeles 
San  Francisco 
Seattle 


Between 

July  15, 

19k>3  and 

August  15 ,  19o 

:-3  by  Croups 

* 

’All  ’ 
items 

- 

Food 

Clothing 

Fuo  1 

electricity 
and  ico 

House 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Mi  see 1- 
lanoous 

-0.5V 

-1.32 

/ 

+0.23/ 

+0  .  ibj 

+0.13/ 

+0 . 33/ 

-0.2 

-1.1 

+0.3 

0 

-0 . 1 

+0.8 

-o.6 

-1.7 

+0.p 

0  1 

0 

0 

-0.8 

5/ 

-2.3 

5/ 

+0J4. 

+0 . 1 

+0.1 

+0.8 

-0.1 

-0.4 

+0.6 

0 

-0.1 

0 

-0.2 

6/ 

-0.8 

6/ 

+0.2 

0 

+0.3 

+0.9 

-0.2 

7/ 

-0.5 

7/ 

0 

0 

.  0 

+0.1 

-0.1 

v 

P 

H/ 

-0.1 

0 

+0.8 

0 

+0.1 

+0.1 

0 

.  0 

0. 

0  . 

-1.1 

-2.9 

+0.2 

0 

+0.2 

0 

0 

-0.2 

+c  .3 

0 

+0 . 1 

0 

-0.2 

-0.7 

0 

+0.6 

.  0 

+0.2 

-0 .  A 

-1.0 

0 

0 

. .  0 

.0. 

-O.k 

-0.8 

-0.3 

0 

0 

0 

-0.2 

-O.k 

-0.1 

-0.2 

0 

0 

-0.2 

-1.1 

+0.3* 

+1.1 

0 

+0.3 

+0-.2 

+0*3 

+0.I4. 

0 

0 

+0.4 

• 

o 

i 

-0.9 

+0 . 2 

0 

+0.2 

0 

-1.3 

-2.8 

0 

+0 . 5 

0 

0 

•mi  '  1  I 

-0.8  9/ 
-0.3 


-0.9 

-1.9  9/ 
8 


-0.p 


0 

0 

r i 
U 


0 

0 

+0.5 


0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 


*  The so  percent  changes  are  based  on  indexes  cf  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 

earners  and  lower -salaried  workers  in  large  cities, 
l/  Rents  surveyed  at  quarterly  dates ,  March  15,  Juno  15,  September  lp ,  Dcccmncr  lg. 
7t/  Based  on  prices  for  $6  cities  collected  on  tho  Tuesday  nearosc  tno  liftcenth  of 

month. 

3./  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 


.  data  for 
for  July 

3k  cities. 
rcvised-p.ll 

items  : 

123.6; 

food ; 

ill).  5 

for 

July 

revised -all 

items : 

123.8; 

food ; 

138.9 

for 

July 

revised. -all 

items « 

123 . U ; 

food  ; 

137 . 1 

for 

July 

revised -all 

items : 

123.93 

food ; 

137.9 

for 

July 

revised-all 

items ; 

125 . p  ; 

food; 

iko.o 

iT  a"b  1  g  3 


Report  for  August  15,  1943 


.  COST  OF  LIVING-  III  LARGE  CITIES 

Percent-' Changes  Since  August  1939,  January  1941  and  Other  Specified  Dates* 


Aug.  15,  1942 

Aug.  15, 

1939 

Jan.  1,  1941 

May  15,  1942 

Sept.  15.19- 

to 

to 

to  ■ 

to. 

Aug.  15,  1943 

AUg.  15, 

194-3 

Aug.  15,  1943 

Aug.  15,  1943 

Aug.  15,  19 

Region  and  City 

Average?  Large  Cities  +4*9 

+2 

4.9 

+22.2 

+6.2 

+4. 6 

Hew  England: 

Boston 

+4*0 

+23,5 

+21.0 

+5.7 

+3,2 

M i ddl e  At lan t i c  : 

Buffalo 

+4.0 

+27.2 

+23.0 

+4.0  . 

+4.0 

Hew  York 

+5.5 

+23.8 

+21.4 

+8.2 

+5.4 

Philadelphia  . 

+5.0 

+25.3 

+23.5 

+6.8 

+4. 8 

Pittsburgh 

+5.S 

+25.6 

•  +22.1 

+6,7 

+5.2 

East  North  Central: 

Chicago 

+4.5 

+24.3 

+21.2 

+5.3 

+4,6 

Cincinnati 

+5.5 

+27,2 

+24.3 

+6.8 

+4.9 

Cleveland 

+7.5 

+27.8 

•  +25.3 

+7.6 

+6.9 

Detroit 

+5.6 

+26.5 

+23.4 

+4.9 

+5.2 

West  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

+5,0 

+22.4 

+22.7 

+5.8 

+5.2 

Minneapolis 

+3.8 

+21.2 

+18.7 

+4.2 

+3.4 

St.  Louis 

South  Atlantic: 

+4. 4 

+25.'0 

+21.4 

+6.1 

+5.1 

Baltimore 

+5.3 

+27.1 

+24,5 

+6.1 

+4.7 

Savannah 

+8.5 

+32.8 

+30.1 

+9.1 

+8.0 

Washington,  D.  C. 
East  South  Central: 

+5.0 

+24,4 

+22.8 

+7.0 

+4.8 

Birmingham 

+6.4 

+26.3 

+24.3 

+6.5, 

+6.4 

West  South  Central: 

Houston 

Mountain: 

+3.8 

+21.3 

+19,7 

+5.1 

+3.5 

I 

Denver 

Pacific: 

+4.0 

+22.7 

+21.0 

+4.7 

+3.2 

Los  Angeles 

+2.7 

+23.9 

+21.5 

+5.4 

+2,3 

San  Francisco 

+3.9 

+25.2 

+22.1 

+5.7 

+2.8 

Seattle 

+3.4 

+25.4 

+23.2 

+3.8 

+2.5 

- * 

*  These  percent  changes  are  based  on  indexes  of  cost  of  goods  purchased  "by  wage  ' 
earners  ana  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 


Tabic  4* 


Report  for  August  15 »  1943 


Region  and  City 


COST  OP  LIVING  ii.  LARGE  Cl  TIEN 

Indexes  1933 "59  ~  100* 

- - :  4  FuoT 

e  lo 

items  lood  Clothing 


Average :  Large  Cities  12p.2l/  •  ly( ,22/  120.93/ 


-  • 

Boston 

119.9 

131.1 

Middle  Atlantic; 

Buffalo 

125.3- 

IpS.l 

New.  York 

122.6 

137.2 

Philadelphia 

122.5 

'  135.3 

Pittsburgh 

123.6. 

•  137.8 

East  North  Central; 

Chicago 

122.7. 

136.4 

Cincinnati 

123.8. 

137.6 

Cloy eland 

127.8. 

■  145.2 

Detroit 

124.6. 

'  134.3 

West  North  Central 
Kansas  City 
Minneapolis 
St.  Louis 
South  Atlantic; 
Baltimore 


V  • 


Savannah 
Washington,  D. 
East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 
West  South  Central 
Houston 
Mountain: 

Denver  . , 

Pacific ; 

Los .  Angelos  \  . 

San  Francisco 
Seattle 


131*7 

130.4 

l4o.2 

l45  •  2 

152.4 

133.5 


126.4-  34-1  •  3 


120.7. 

120.8,. 


cs.6. 


125.4. 

131.9. 

122.7. 


122.1. 

121.0 

124.5  . 
124.5 
125.8  , 


136.2 

134.5 

141.1 

137.3 

•139.8 


124.4 


123.5 

129.6 

129.3 

132.0 

124.3 

133.6 

ip  1 .0 

129.9 


127.7' 

128,0 

129.3 

126.2 

132.3 

136.3 


130.0 

1>0.7 

ISk-l 


19*6 
127-3 
130.9 


and  ice 
107.3b/ 


118. 4 

104.8 
110'.  7 
105.0 

H0-.3 

103 -.2 
103'.  8 
113 '.5 
108;  8 

107*9 

102,5 

10642 

106*7 
113»0 
)6 , 5 


102*4 
92  #8 
100.9 
94*2 

92  a 
102.4 


use- 

Mis  - 

mi  sh- 

cel la- 

ings  .  . 

,  novoiis 

125.53/ 

-  'II6.23/ 

119.7 

113.3 

126 . 6 

121.6 

119.1 

115.9 

12B.8 

114.8 

124-7 

115.5 

120.4 

113.9 

129.8" 

1164 

125 . 1 

115.3 

1^3.3 

4  * 

3,22.7 

-A 

• 

0 

OJ 

1 — i 

116.9 

125  •  8 

118.6 

117.6 

112.4 

129.0 

U1+.3 

121.5 

■122.6 

lpl.5 

120.7 

121.8  • 

1 3.6 . 5 

123.2 

118 .3 

121.9 

116.2 

119.2 

118.4 

118.7  v 

121 +.3 

121.2 

125.5 

.*  Those  indexes  are- based  on -changes'  in  the  cost  of  gQ’ods;  purchased  by  wage  earners 

and  lovtfor -salaried  workers  in  large  cities, 
l/  Rents  surveyed  at’  quarterly  dates,  March  Ip*  June  Ip,  September  lp,  Decemboi  5* 
Based  on  prices  for  p6  cities  collected  on  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of 

~~  of  the  month. 

3/  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 
w  Based  on  data  for  34  cities. 


Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  Combined,  l/ 
Table  5  +  *  Indexes,  1935-39  =  100 


Commodity  Group 


All  Foods  -  -  ...  .... 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 
Meats 

Beef  and  veal 
'  Pork 
Lamb 

Chickens 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 
Dairy  Products 
Eggs 

Fruits  and  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverage's 
Fats  and  oils 
Sugar  and  sweets 


137.2 

108.1 

129.7 

119.2 

1111.3 
135.0 
l!i7.2 

202.2 
133.^4 
167.7+ 

169.9 
179.il 
130.2 

159.9  ' 

125.3 

126.5 

126.6 


July  13 


139.0 

3/107.8 

3/130.9 

120.2 

115.3 

136.5 
3/11+7.1 

208. 3 
3/133.  it 
~  153.6 
3/180.5 
V192 .9 

130.5 
159.0 
121+.5. 

126.5 
3/126. ii 


M 


K- 


Sept.  IS 


126.6 

105 .IT 
130.6 
126.0 
121;. 0 
133.7 

133.7 

168.2 

127.7 
155.2, 

129.7 
130.3 

123.8 
li;3  .1*  . 
123.8 
120.7 
127..0  , 


Aur...  16  .Jan,  ll 


22hk 


126.1 

105.3 

129.5 

125.3 

123.3 
133.0 

131.8 
161;,  7 

125.8 

11+5.7 

1 33 . 1 

135.2 

122.8 
138.8 

123.5 
120.1; 
126.7 


97.8 

914.9 

101.1 

109.1+ 
86.1 
98.7 
97-.  2 

II8.7 

105.1 

97.U 

93.3 
.93.1+ 
9l.li 
99.6 

90.9 

80. 3 

95.3 


im 


Aug...  15. 


93.5 

93  .h 

95.7 

99.6 
88.0 

98.8 

91+.6 

99.6 
93.1 

90.7 
92.4 

92.8 

91.6 
90.3 
9k  .9 
oho-' 

95.6 


Table  5 -A  —  Percent  Change 


Commodity  Group 


*  ■  »  —  * 

.  ’  '  ,  A 

All  Poods 

Cereals  and  bakery  products. 
Meats 

Beef  and  veal 
Pork 

•  *»  1 

Lamb  .  : 

.Chicken?  • 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned* 
Dairy  Products . 

Eggs 

Fruits  and  vegetables 
Fresh 
~ "Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  and  oils 
Sugar  and  sweets 


July  13 

1975 

to 

Aug.  17 

19U3 

-Sept.  15 

1&2 
to  ~ 
Aug.  17 

191*3 

;  Aug-,  lb  ; 

:  191*2  j 

:  to  j 

;  Aug-,  17  : 

:  191*3'  i 

Jan  •  ll; 

191*1 

to 

Aug.  17 

191*3 

Aug.  15 

1939 

to 

Aug.  17 

191*3 

-1*3 

.  .  - 

+  8.J4 

:  +  8.8'  : 

+I+0.3 

+  1+6.7 

+  .3 

•  +  2.6 

;  +  2.7"  : 

+13.9 

+  15.7 

-  .9 

-  .7 

:  +  *2 

+28.3 

+  35*5 

-  ..8 

-  5.1* 

•  -  it  .9  i 

+  9.0 

+  -19.7 

-  .9- 

v  **  7 .6  * 

r  -  7*3'  i 

+32.8 

+  29.9 

-itfl 

i 

+  1.0  ’ 

r  +  1.5  : 

+36.8 

+  56.6 

+  71 

'+10.1 

:  +11.7'  : 

+51.1+ 

+  55.6 

-2.9 

+20.2 

f  +22.8  • 

+70.3 

+103.0 

0  i 

+  1+.5  * 

;  +  6.0 

+26.9 

+  1+3.3 

+9.0 

-t  7.9  * 

:  +li+.9  : 

+71.9 

+  8i;.6 

-5.9. 

’+31.0  * 

:  +27.6  : 

+82.1 

+  83.9 

. -7.0  _ 

.-+27*7. 

i-^-32...7  -  i 

+92.1 

+'  93.3 

-  .2 

+  5.2 

•  +  6.0  * 

+1+2.5 

+  1*2.1 

+  .6 

+11.5 

:  +15.2  : 

+60.5 

+  77.1 

+  .6 

+  1.2 

:  +  1.5  : 

+37.8 

+  32.0 

0 

+  U.8 

:  +  5.1  ; 

+57.5 

+ 1+9.7 

+  .2 

-  .3 

!  -  .1  : 

+32.8 

+  32.it 

index  was  changed  from  51  to  56 


1/  The  number  of  cities  included  in  the 

l-Mj,  with  the  necessary  adjustments  for  maintaining  comparability.  At 
same  time  the  number  of  foods  in  the  index  was  increased  from  5I1  to  6l. 
2/  Preliminary.  3/  Revised. 


in  March 
the 


'Ihble  6  *  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods 


Percent 

Change  -  July  lj>,„  1943  rto  August.,  17,  1943 

Cereals 

Fruits 

Fats 

Sugar 

City  and 

All.'- 

And-,. 

Meats 

Dairy;- 

Eggs 

and 

5ev- 

and 

and 

Regional  Area 

Foods 

Bakery 

Products 

Vog. 

e rages 

Oils 

Sw 

oets 

United  Statos 

• 

1.3 

> 

+ 

0.3 

- 

0.9 

0 

+• 

9vQ - 

-5*9; 

. 

4- 

0,6 

0 

+ 

0.2 

•  % 

Now  England? 

4 

* 

■  * 

, 

• 

-  5.6 

Boston 

mm 

l.i 

.3 

- 

2.0 

+  .3 

+. 

9.9 

+ 

1.0 

-1.7 

+ 

•  5 

Bridgeport  .• 

- 

2.8 

A 

•  3 

- 

2.5 

-  .1 

+ 

5.4 

-10.7 

4- 

2.6 

+  .1 

4 

.1 

Fall  .River 

1.2 

+ 

.1 

- 

-9 

-  .1 

4* 

8.8 

-  7.2 

+ 

.3 

+  .6 

4 

.5 

Mane  bo  s  to  r 

- 

2.1 

■  - 

.1 

- 

.9 

-  .1  . 

+ 

6.8 

-11.5 

+ 

.1 

+  .4 

+■ 

.7 

New  Ha von 

- 

1.1 

4* 

.3 

- 

1.9 

0 

4* 

8.6 

-  4.6 

+ 

.7 

0 

4 

.6 

Portland,  Mo.. 

- 

1.8 

7, 

•  J 

- 

20 

0 

+ 

9.9 

-.9.1 

+ 

.6 

+  .8 

- 

.9 

pr  ovidonc  o  , 

r 

.6 

* 

.1 

- 

1.2 

0 

4* 

6,8 

-1294 

■** 

1.6 

+  .3- 

*■* 

.5 

» 

Middle.  Atlantic  : 

> 

Buffalo 

r 

1.7 

+* 

.2 

- 

1.5 

-  .1 

+  11.0 

-  8.5 

+ 

.8 

0 

+ 

2a 

Newark  ,  . 

r 

1.6 

+. 

.3 

0  . 

-  .2 

+ 

7-3 

-  7.7 

4- 

•4 

-  .4 

4 

•4 

Now  York 

- 

2.3 

+. 

r- 

•  5 

- 

2.1 

-  .4 

+ 

7.8 

-  8.1+ 

+ 

1.1 

-  .3 

0 

Philadelphia. 

- 

.4 

+. 

.5 

- 

•4 

-  .2 

+ 

7.7 

-  3*8 

4 

1.9 

-  *3 

- 

.3 

Pittsburgh  „ 

- 

.6 

- 

A 

•  ^ 

- 

•5 

+  *  2 

+ 

8.1 

-  4.7 

- 

.1 

+  .3 

- 

.2 

Rochester 

- 

1.3 

-  4 

*1 

+ 

1.8 

+-  .1 

+10.9 

-11.9 

4 

1.9 

-1.9 

0  -• 

Scranton 

- 

1.5 

+ 

.3 

+ 

.5 

- 

+10.7 

-  9.6 

+ 

2.4 

+  .4 

+ 

•5 

East  North  Central: 

.6 

Chioago 

em> 

-  .5 

+ 

.8 

- 

+  .2 

4* 

9.5 

-  3-7 

- 

-.-6  - 

•"+  *'#5 

+ 

-.3'- 

Cine innati 

- 

.2 

+ 

.1 

+ 

.6 

-  .2 

+ 

7.2 

-  2.7 

- 

.1 

+  .1 

4 

2.8 

Cleveland 

4 

.1 

+ 

.7 

- 

•  5 

0 

+ 

8.5 

-1.4 

+ 

1.3 

-  .6, 

+ 

.7 

Columbus,  Ohio 

+ 

.6 

0 

+ 

1.4 

■  0 

+10.4 

-73.1 

0 

0 

- 

•  3 

Dotro it 

- 

2..  9 

+ 

.2 

- 

a 

0 

+  12.2 

-13.0 

+ 

2.1 

+  .3' 

+ 

.2 

Indianapolis- 

- 

l .  It 

.  + 

•4 

- 

2.2 

0 

+ 

6.7 

-  5.6 

- 

-  .u 

+  .£ 

4 

1.0 

Milwaukee 

- 

1.3 

0 

- 

.2 

+  .1 

+10.6 

-  7.8 

0 

+  .0; 

- 

.  .4 

Peoria 

- 

1.4 

+ 

.1 

1.0 

-  .2 

+ 

2.4 

-  4.2 

+ 

.4 

-  .5- 

+ 

.7 

Springfield,  Ill, 

- 

1.5 

- 

.2 

- 

1.0 

+  .1 

4- 

1.3 

-  4»5 

0 

+1.1 

- 

•-? 

West  North  Central: 

Cedar  Rapids 

- 

l.i 

+ 

•  5 

- 

1.1 

-  .3' 

+ 

3.4 

-  4.2 

+ 

.7 

0  • 

- 

..  .6 

Kansas  City 

- 

.2 

- 

.2 

rnm 

.7 

0 

4 

7  •  5 

-  2.1 

+ 

.3 

-•5! 

- 

1.1 

Minneapolis 

- 

.7 

+ 

.3 

+‘ 

r~ 

*5 

0  * 

+ 

6.9 

-  6.2 

+ 

.2 

+  .4  : 

- 

•4 

Omaha 

- 

1.9 

- 

.2 

- 

.7 

-  .1' 

+ 

5-9 

-  8.0 

0 

-.6 : 

- 

1.2 

St.  Louis 

- 

1.0 

+ 

.1 

.5 

+  .1 

+ 

672 

-  4.3 

- 

.6 

+  .2 

0 

St .  phul 

- 

1.8 

+ 

.2 

+  ■ 

.3 

—  o  1 

+ 

6.5 

-11.2 

- 

.7 

+  .6 

- 

.1 

Wichita. 

♦ 

mm 

—7 

•  3 

4 

.2 

.7 

0  * 

+ 

6.1 

-  2.5 

* 

2.8 

+  .2; 

.3 

Table  7:  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Food; 


Commodity 


FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES:  (Cont'd) 
Canned  vegetables: 

Beans,  green  # 2  can 

Corn  '  n 

Peas  ” 

Tomatoes  u  1 

♦Soup, vegetable  ll’az .can 
Dried  fruits  and  vegetables:' 
Dried  fruits; 


Average 

Prices 


Cents 


Prunes 

lb. 

'Dried  vegetables:' 

* 

Navy  beans 

lb.’ 

♦Soup,  dehydrated 

# 

chicken  noodle 

•  * 

oz .’ 

BEVERAGES: 

* 

Coffee 

lb. 

Tea 

i  lb. 

t  *  Coco a 

2  lb . 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

Lard 

lb. 

Shortening  other  than 

lard : 

In  cartons 

lb. 

In  other  containers 

do  * 

Salad  dressing 

pt  7 

Oleomargarine 

lb. 

Peanut  butter 

do 

♦Oil,  cookifig  or  salad 
•  < 

pt .' 

h 

SUGAR  AND  SHEETS: 

• 

Sugar 

lb. 

Corn  sirup 

2l+  0  z . 

♦Molasses  *  * 

18  0  z . 

♦Ap£>le  buttfer 

16  oz,’ 

«  h 

* 

July  13 
1943  to 
Aug.  17 

19^3 


in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont'd) 
Percent  Change" 


Sept.  ID 

19U2  to 
Aug.  17 


Aug.  18  .  Jan.  ITT 

1942  to  :  191+1  to 

Aug.  17  i  Aug.  17 

19U3  i  19U3 


TAugn^- 

; 1939  t0 
:Aug.  17 


11+.6  . 
ll+.O  ' 
li+,6 
12.5 
12,8 

0 

0 

-  2.0 
-  .8 
-  2.3 

» 

+  6.6 

+  5.3 

0 

+  7.8* 

1/ 

+  5.8 
+  6.9 
-  2.7 

+  7.8 

•1/ 

1 

:  +  1+6.0 
+  30. a 
:  +  10.6 
i  +  1+8  •  8 

;  1/  ' 

1 

1 

;  +  1+6.0 
!  +  3I+.6 
i  *  7.1+ 

•  *  45.3 
;  1/ 
l 

16.7 

•  V 

+12.8 

+21.9 

1 

i  +  76.0 

t 

1 

j  +  89.8 

10.3 

+  3.0  ‘ 

+13.2 

+16.U 

i  +  58.5 

1 

;  +  77.6 

1 

3.7 

* 

0 

1/ 

1/  . 

j.  i/ 

i  1/ 

« 

30.0 

22.9 

3.9 

0 

+  1+.6 

0  ‘ 

+  U.5 
+  2.2 
-12.7 

+  3.8 
+  1.3 
-12.7 

1 

t 

;  +  hh*9 
+  30.1 

-  2,2 

• 

1 

1 

:  +  31+.5 
;  +  33.1 

♦  3.5 

18. 9 

-  .5 

+  9.2 

+11.2 

+103 .2 

• 

+  90.9 

19.9 
2U,9 
25.1 
2I+.0  ’ 

33-3 

30.3 

0 

+  .1+ 

-  .h  ’ 

+  1.3  ‘ 

+  .6 

+'  .3  ' 

* 

+  2*.  1 
+  2.0 
-  '.ti 

+  7.1 
+19.3 

1/ 

+  1.5 
+  .4 
-  .k  : 

+  7.1  •’ 
+23.8-  : 
1/  ; 

+  76.1 
+  36.1 
+  21+.9 
+  53.8 
+  86.0 
1/  i 

+  70.1 

*  23.3 
2/ 

+  H5. 5 
+  86.0 
1/ 

6.3 

15.7  ‘ 

15.7  ' 
13.2 

-  .....  1 

0 

0 

’  '0  ♦ 

+  .8  * 

-  1.U 

+  U\o 

+  5'.  h 

1/ 

0  : 

+  1+.7  i 
+  6.8  ; 

1/  i 

f 

1 

1 

+  33.3  i 

+  15  .U  ; 
+17.2  : 

1/  : 

t 

+  30.8 
+ 11+.6 
+  15.1+ 
1/ 

10  TE; 


k 

1/ 

V 


Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  .prior  to  191+3  and  on  56  cities 
combined  from  January  I9I+3  to  date. 

Not  included  in  the  ind'ex.' 

Pri  ce*d  for  the*  first  title  in  Febraary  I9I+3. 

Not  available. 


Table  7*  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont’d) 


*  .*  •  »  •  *  *  ■  +  1 

Commodity 

Average’*  • 

Prices' 

'  Prices 

• 

Percent  Chang 

e 

Juiy.J.3 

.191*3  to 
Aug.  17 
19143 

Sept.,  15 

19A2  to 
Aug.  17 

19U3 

Aug.  18 

1942  to 
Aug,  17 

1943 

Jan.  II4 

19Ul  to 
Aug.  17 
1943 

Aug.  15 

1939  to 
Aug.  17 
1943 

Cen 

ts  - 

MEATS:  (Continued) 

Poultry: 

Roasting  chickens  2/p3^4dlUb. 

14.3 

+  .1 

+  10.1 

+11.7 

+  51.4 

+  55.6 

Fi  sh : 

4 

Fish:  (fresh,  frozen)  -2/  ilfyfc . 

V 

-  3.5 

+22  .A 

+25.8 

+  74.5 

+106.0 

Salmon,  pink  -  16  oz.  can 

23.7 

-  ‘.8 

+  8.7 

+  9.2 

+  51.0 

+  85.2 

♦Salmon,  red  *  M 

lil.A- 

+  1.2 
• 

+  2.0 

♦  2.5 

+  56.8 

+  79.2 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

Butter 

lb  •  ■  4» 

5°.5j 

5/+  -2 

-  .2 

+  U.3 

+  32.9 

+  61+. 5 

Cheese 

»» 

374 

1.8 

*  +  9.0 

+10.0 

+  38.5 

+  514 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered) 

qt . 

15.5 

0 

+  3*3 

■+  3.3 

+  19.2 

+  29.2 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery) 

t» 

llr.lf 

0 

+  6.7 

*  6.7 

+  21.0 

+  30.9 

Milk,  fresh  (a.v.rretail ) 

M 

15.1 

0 

+  ta 

+  ll.l 

+  18.9 

+  29.1 

Milk,  evaporated- -li^-  oz.  can 

10.1 

0 

'+13.5 

+16.1 

+  42.3 

+  50.7 

EGGS : 

pggs  /fresh  ,  2/ 

dc 

)Z  • 

59.? 

+  9*0 

4 

.+  7.9 

+4.9 

+  71.9 

+  81+  .6 

FRUITS  And  VEGETABLES: 

A 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables 

• 

• 

,  Fresh  fruits: 

Apples 

11 

. 

11.3 

.  -16.9 

+82.3 

+71.2 

4117.3 

+156.8 

Bananas 

12.0 

+  .8 

+  16.5 

+20.0 

+  81.8 

+  96.7 

Oranges 

dcz,. 

50.3 

+  It. 8 

'+28.6 

+27.7 

+  84.2 

+  59.7 

♦Grapefruit 

each 

9.6 

“  5.9 

+  2.1 

+4.3 

3/ 

V 

Fresh  vegetables: 

Beans i  green 

lb. 

13.7 

-lit  .9 

+18.1 

+13.2 

-  2.1 

.+  90.3 

Cabbage 

11 

'4.9. 

-24,6 

+25.6 

+16.7 

+  I4U.1 

+  25.6 

Carrots  bunch 

8.1 

-  2.  it 

+174 

+19.1 

+  35*0 

+  76.1 

Lettuce 

head 

12.6 

-  6.7 

+  .8 

-4.3 

+  58*0 

+  50.0 

Onions 

lb. 

7.9 

-10.2 

+75.6 

+75.6 

+119.4 

+119.4 

.  Potatoes  15 

lb. 

6L.5 

-  9.8 

+33.5 

+30.6 

+120.9 

+  87.5 

Spinach 

lb. 

13.  u 

-  7.6 

‘+25.2 

+26.14- 

+  83.6 

+  71.8 

Sweetpotatoes 

t 

4.2 

-174 

+121 .9 

+71.1 

+184.0 

+158.2 

♦Beets  bunch 

8.2 

“  3.5 

V 

y 

V 

4/ 

■  Canned  fruits'  and  vegetable 

s 

' 

Canned  fruits? 

Peaches 

can 

26.8 

-  .A 

+11.7 

+13.6 

+  62.  A 

+  56.7 

Pineapple 

tl 

28.0 

G 

-  1.1 

+ 14 

+  34.0 

+  33.3 

Grapefruit  juice  $2 

tt 

• 

4.3 

0 

+15.3 

+22.2 

3/ 

3/ 

NOTE : 


* 

V 

y. 

5/ 


Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  1943  and  on  56  cities 
combined  from  January  19i+3  to  date. 

Not  included  in  the  index. 

v 

Composite  price  not  computed, 

Percentage  change  computed  on  the  index, 
priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  l94l  • 

Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  19^3* 

July  price  revised  from  51*1  to  50*4  cents  per  lb. 


, 

. 


I 


2k bio  6  -  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods,  (Cont*d) 


,  ...  •..( 

•  •  •"-* •  — 

... . 

•  .« ***■  ■ 

Percent  Change  - 

July  13, 

19 A3  to  Augus 

TT7 7 

1^3 

Cereals 

4 

Fruits' 

Fats 

•  Sugar 

Citv  and 

All 

.  and 

Meats j 

Da  iry 

:  Eggs 

and  ;Bcv- 

and 

5  and 

Regional  Area 

Foods 

: Bakery 

Products  * 

Yog.  jo  rage  s 

Oils 

j Sweets 

South  Atlantic : 

« 

« 

Atlanta 

-1.6 

•  +  .3 

-  .u  ■: 

-  0 

: +10*9 

-10^7/- 

-  .2 

+  .1+ 

;  -  .2 

Baltimore 

-  .8 

+  *7. 

-  .6  | 

-  .1 

;+  8.3 

-  i+.o  : 

+  .2 

+  .6 

;  -  .8 

Charleston,  S,  C. 

+  .1 

-  .1 

+  .8  J 

mm7 

-  O 

i+n.9 

-  3.0; 

-  0 

-  .1 

;  -ia 

Jacksonville 

-1.0 

+  .2 

-  .9  i 

+1.1+ 

i+12.1 

-  6.6  ; 

-1.6 

+  .-5 

5  +  .1+ 

Norfolk 

+  .5 

+  .1 

+  .8  i 

+  .1 

: +10,6 

-  1.5: 

+  .2 

+  .3 

•  +  .1+ 

Ric  hmond 

♦  .1 

+1.5 

-  .9  /: 

*-> 

-•  0 

:+  8,0 

-  2.7  i 

+2.9 

+  .8 

5  +  .5 

Savannah 

-  m 

-  .1 

-  .2  : 

-  .2 

:  +  7.3 

-  2.8  : 

+  a 

+  .-6 

:  -  .9 

Washington,  D.C, 

-uil 

+  .2 

-  1.5; 

-  .2 

:  +  9*6 

-  l+.o  : 

-  a 

-  .3 

:  +1.8 

Wins’ton-Salcm 

+U3 

+1.1+ 

-  2.o: 

-  .1+ 

I +12.8 
» 

+  5.2  : 

-  .9 

-1*7 

;  -  .3 

X  _  > 

East  Soi^th  Central: 

- 

* 

% 

♦ 

♦ 

1 

Birmingham 

■  +  .5 

+  .2  ; 

-  1.2; 

-  .2 

1+12.3 

-  2.5! 

+  -  .2 

-  .2 

i  +1.3 

Jackson 

+2.3 

+1.9  . 

-  .3!" 

-  .1 

.  ,1+15.3 

+  7.0: 

,  0. 

-1.8 

-  a 

Knoxville-  , 

•-.+  .3 

;  +  A  ' 

-  •£,; 

-  .1 

;+i2.7 

-  4.7 : 

0 

-  .2 

;  +1.5 

Louisville 

-  11 

+  .6 

4.  .  9  ' 

-  .1 

:  +  9.1+ 

-  3*6 : 

+  •  j 

+1.1 

;  +  .6 

Memphis 

+  .2 

.  0 

-  .5: 

-  .3 

‘+10.2 

-  1.9: 

-1.2 

+  1.0 

:  •+  .3 

Mobil o 

+  *7 

-  .7 

-  .2: 

-  .1 

i+ii.5 

4 

+  1.6  ; 

-  .2 

+  .1+ 

:  '0 

*  ■* 

West  Soyth  Central: 

% 

• 

% 

* 

• 

%  * 

>  « 

< 

Dallas, 

-  .1 

+  -5a 

-  l .  5  j 

O' 

t+11.6 

-  2.0  : 

+  .7 

+  .5 

:  -  a 

Houston 

-  .9 

0 

-  .2  • 

-  .7 

]+  5.6 

-  1+0  : 

-  a 

-  a 

:  +  .2 

Little  Rock 

+1.8 

+  .2 

+  *5j 

0 

j+15.3 

+  2.8; 

-  .3 

+  .6 

:  +  .5 

Now  Orleans  - 

-  .3 

+  .3 

-  ..7.i 

-  a 

:+  9.2 
♦ 

-  2.3: 

+  *k 

+  ,2- 

:  -  a 

Mountain;  ^ 

• 

4 

♦ 

• 

«  * 

Bu  ttc- 

-1#0 

0 

-  .8j 

-  a 

;  +11+.6 

-  50; 

+  .1+ 

+  .3 

:  0 

Denver 

-2.8 

-  .3  • 

-  *  .6*; 

-  a 

;+li.7 

-10.7 : 

+1.6 

0 

i  +  .2 

Salt  Lake  City 

-i.9 

+  .1 

- 

+  .9 

:+io.3 

-10.I+; 

+i.i+ 

-  .6 

i  -1.0 

i  Pacific : 

•* 

• 

r 

• 

i 

Los  Angeles 

:  .9 

+  .6 

-  .6  : 

+  a 

5+10.5 

-  5.3; 

+  .5 

+  .5 

Portland,  Orog* 

“••7 

+  .1 

-2.2  : 

-  a 

i+13.9 

-  1+.5  ; 

+  .3 

+  .5 

:  -  .2 

San  Francisco 

-1.9 

-  .1 

-2.1  ■ 

-  .? 

|+  9.5 

-  7.1+ : 

0 

0 

i  -  .7 

Seattle 

-  .8 

-  .1 

-  .8  ; 

0 

:+  8.7 
• 

4 

-  5.8; 

+1.0 

-  .7 

i  -  .6 

Table  7:  Average. ; Retail  -Pri ces  of-.  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined 


Commodity 


CE REALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS: 
Cereals:  -  *  -  *  \  ■ 

Flour  ,  wheat  *  -10  lb  * 

Macs  ■~0ni  •  "lb  r; 

♦•Wheat  cereal  "  28  oz.r 

-Co>~)  flakes  •  8.0Zc* 

■-Con:  meal  *  -lb. 

♦Rici  -  -  K 

Rolled,  oats  ”  * 

*Flv>ur,  pancake  20  oz; 

B  ak> .  'ey  p  .r  c  du  ot  s  : 

Bread,  whits 
•Bread,  -whole  wheat  - 
;Bread,  rye 
Vanilla-  cookies 
Soda  crackers 


lb. 

i* 

tt 

It 

It 


MEATS: 

Beef: 

Round  steak 
-Rib  roast 
■Chuck  roast 
*Stew  meat 
•Liver 
Hamburger 
Veal: 

Cutlets 

* 

♦-Roast,  boned  and  rolled  n 
Po,rk :  .  - 

Chops 

Bacon,  sliced 
-Ham,  sliced 
Ham,  whole 
Salt  pork 
*Liver  .  • 

♦Sausage 
♦Bologna,  big 
Lamb  : 

Leg 

Rib  chops 


lb. 

« 

4 

«  > 
n 

tt 

tt 

tt 


!! 

<1 

tt 

It 

tt 

tt 

It 

tl 

tt 

tt 


Average 

+/•  wt  mlV-} 


n  ces 


•o 


Cents 


61.7 
15-6 
23  M 

6,? 

5.8 

12. 8 

8.6 

10.5 

8.9 

9.8 

10.1 

28.1 

1-8.1+ 


l+i .  6 

33.7 

29.0 

30.8 
36.1 
28.3 


k5.5 
3k. 6 

38.0 
1+2.2 
52.6 
36.1 
23.0 
22.2 
.38.1+ 
3k. k 

l+o.o 

1+6.0 


..Percent .  Change 


131 

.8ept.  15. 

18 

Jan.  11+ 

Aug,  15 

19+5  to 

19U2  to 

19li.2  to 

19kl  to 

I939  to 

‘•Aug.  17 

-Aus.  17 

Aug.  17 

Aug,  17 

Aug.  17 

J+3te. . 

...19k 3  ... 

1943.;. , 

.1.9.43.. . . 

+  .5 

-  +13*6 

+18.2 

+ 1+9.0 

+  72.3 

0 

♦10.6 

+10 . 6 

+  13.0 

+  11.  k 

0 

-  2.5 

-  2.5 

-  .'k 

**  3°3 

+  1.5  • 

-  4.5 

_  c  A 
y  .0 

-  5*6 

-  k>3 

+  1.3 

■  +16.0 

+18.U 

+  38.1 

+  I+5.0 

+  1,6 

+  2.1+ 

+  3.2 

+  62  vo 

+  70.7 

*  0  . 

-  1.1 

1,1 

♦+• 21.1 

+  21.1 

0 

l/‘ 

*  1/ 

y 

1/ 

0 

+  2.3 

+  2.3 

+  lk.l 

+  Ll+.l 

0  • 

+  3.2 

+  3.2 

+  12,6 

+ 11.4 

0 

!  +  k*.l 

+  i+u 

+  12,2 

♦  9.8 

-  l.k 

♦  l+.l’ 

+  1.8 

+  12.0 

2/ 

+  2.2 

+10.8 

+11.5 

+  22.7 

+  ■^+.3 

-  1.7 

-  5.9 

-  5.5  * 

+  7.8 

+  11+.3 

-  1.2 

-  2.9 

-  2.0 

+  7.0 

+  16.6 

-  .3 

-  3.3 

-  2.4 

+  15.1 

+  28.  Q 

-  1.3 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

l/;;: 

-  1.9 

1/ 

*  1/ 

t/ 

'ty  ... 

-  1.1+ 

1/ 

y 

1/ 

y 

-  1.7 

-17.1 

-U6.7 

+  ,7 

+  7.1 

.6 

!/• 

;  V 

1/ 

1/ 

-  .8 

-11,8 

-11,1+ 

+  30.6 

+  23.0 

-  1.2 

+  3.2 

+  5.5 

+  1+0.2 

+  38.8 

-  1.1  - 

-11.7. 

-11.1 

+  16.6 

- 13.4 

.6  • 

-  5.7 

5.0 

+♦■37.8 

+  31.8 

.1+  • 

-  3.k 

-  3.0 

+  37.7 

+  l+9.k 

-  1.3 

y 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

-  .  *3. 

y 

.  v  .. 

,  - 1/, , . 

1/  . 

.6 

y 

T/ 

1/ 

1/ 

-  1.2 

+  5.5 

+  6,1 

- 1+3.9 

+  I4I4.9 

-  1.1 

-  2,3 

-  1.7 

*  31.1+ 

♦  25.3 

NOTE 

* 

1/ 

V 


Data  are  based  on  5t  cities  combined  prior 
combined  from  January  I9I+3  to  date. 

Not  included  in  the  index. 

Priced  for  first  time  in  February  I9J+3. 

Not  available. 


to  I9I+3  and  on  56  cities 


Re taxi  Food.  Costs  in  Large  Cities  \/  (Cont*d) 


4 

Region  and  City 

Aug.  1 

1943 

2/ 

South  Atlantic: 

t 

Atlanta 

139.2 

Baltimore 

145.2 

Charle  ston  ,S .  C. 

136.5 

Ja  cksonville 

150-.9 

Norfolk  5/  ■ 

151.1 

Ri  chmond"” 

137.0 

Savannah 

152.4 

Washington,D. C, 

13s. 5 

Winston-Salem  4/ 
East  South  CentraT: 

'138.3 

Birmingham  T  * 

141  ;5 

Jackson  4/  ' 

151.5 

Knoxville-  4/ 

156. ’2 

Louisville”*  ' 

134.7 

Memphi s 

148.0 

Mobile 

149.7 

West  South  Central: 

i 

Dallas 

135.4 

Houston 

136.2 

Little  Rock  ' 

137.6 

New  Orleans 

153.3 

Mountain: 

• 

Butte  ■* 

137.2 

Denver 

134.5 

Salt  Lake  City 

1 

139.5 

.  1 

Pacific: 

•*  » 

'Los  Angeles 

L4l.l1 

Portland ,0reg. 

144.7 ; 

San  Francisco  t 

137.3  : 

Seattle _  0.39.8'; 

Table  8  -  Indexes  and  Percent  Change  from  January  I9I4.I 
and  other  'Specified  ^Pe r i o d s 
Indexes  4955-39-100 ' 


1943 


1^1.5 

146.3 

136.4 

132.5 

150.4 
136.9 

153.0 

140.1 

3/136.5 


140.9 

■148,1 

455.8 

'  134.9 

*147.7 
148 . 6 

135.5 

137.4 

135.2 

153.8 


3433.6 

138.4 

142.2 


Sept.  13  Aug".  18  Jan  .IF 


1942 


125.9 

131.2 

126.6 

134.2 

131.9 

126.2 

133.3 
128.1 
119.8 

125.3 
141.0 

134.2 

124.2 

129.7 

133.9 

123.7 

130.8 

129.2 

135.9 


;24.6 

126.8 

130.1 


1942 


124.9 

129.6 
125.2 

134.9 

•131.6 

125.6 

132.3 

127.5 

121.1 

126.1 

134.0 

132.9 

124.7 
132.1 

131.4 

122.7 

130.0 

127.6 

135.6 


123.6 

126.0 

128.8 


lQiU 


1 


Julylj: 

Sept. 15 

A.ug,  18. 

Jan .  1 4 

1943  ; 

1942 

1942 : 

1941 

to  : 

to 

to 

to 

Aug. 17; 

Aug. 17 

Aug, 17 ; 

Aug, 17 

1943  : 

1943 

-M:>  : 

1943 

94.3 

t  _ 

i- 

1.6 

j +10.6 

97.9 

l  - 

.8 

: +10. 7 

■95.9 

f  + 

.1 

;  +  7.8 

98.8 

'1,0 

:+12.4 

95.8 

t  + 

.5 

;  +1.4.6 

93.7 

!• 

[  + 

.1 

:  +  8.6 

100.5 

i  _ 

1 

i 

•4 

:  +14.3 

97.7 

t  _ 

i- 

1.1 

:+  8.1 

93.7 

f  + 

1.3 

i+15.4 

96.0 

t 

U  J. 

*  * 

.3 

CO 

• 

OJ 

f — 1 

+ 

105.3 

f 

t  + 

2.3 

:+  7.4 

97.1 

:  + 

.3 

; +16.4 

95.5 

;  - 

.1 

:+  8.5 

94.2 

!  + 

.2 

:+l4.l 

97.9 

:  + 

.7 

1+11.8 

92.6 

1  — 

.1 

'  • 

:+  9.5- 

102.6 

:  - 

•  9 

:+  4.1 

95.6 

:  + 

1.8 

:+  6.5 

101.9 

— 

•  3 

1+12.8 

98.7 

1.0 

i+10.1 

94.8 

- 

2.8 

:+  6.1 

97.5  . 

*• 

1.9 

;+  7.2 

101.8 

•9 

*  2.3 

101.7 

- 

•7 

•+  2.5 

99.6 

- 

1.9 

'+  2.8 

101.0 

- 

.3 

+  1.3 

+11.4 

+12.0 

+  9.0 

+11*9 
+14.8 
+  9.1 
+15.2 

+  8,6 

+14.2 

+12.1 
+13.1 
+17*8 
+  8.4 

+12.0 

*13.9 

+10.4 

+  4*8 
+  7.8 
+13.1 


+11.0 

+  6.7 

8.3 


+47*6 

+48.3 


+42.3 

+52.7 

+57,7 

+46.2 

+51.6 

+41 . 8 

+47.6 

+47.2 

+43.9 

+60.9 

+41.0 

+57.1 

+52.9 

+46.2 

+32.7 

+43.9 

+50.4 


+39.0 

41.9 

+43.1 


+42.3 

+37.9 


Aggregate  costs-  of  6l  foods  (54  foods  prior  ^o  March  1947’)  in  each  city 
weighted  to  represent  total  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  a»d  lower- 
salaried  workers,  have  been  cdmbined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 

oopu  ation  weights,  Primary  use  is  for  time-to-time  comparisons  rather  than 
place- to- place  comparisons. 

Preliminary, 

Revised. 

Indexes  based  on  June  1940  equals  100,' 

Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News. 


/ 


Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  l/ 


Table  8  -  Indexes  and  Percent  Change  from  Januery  I9I4-I 
 and,,  Qther  Specified  Periods'^ 


. 

Indexe 

sl93$-39=iOo 

Percent 

Change 

Region  and  City 

Aug i 17 

w 

July  13 

19U3 

Sept.  15- 

1942 

Aug, 18 

1942 

■Jen .  14 

1941 

Julyl3 

1943 

to 

Aug. 17 
1.943 

■Sept .  15 

19  42  ' 

to 

Aug.  17 

1943 

Aug, 18 
19k2 

to 

Aug. 17 

1943 

Jan.l4 

1941 

to 

Aug. 17 
1943 

United  States 

137.2 

139.0, 

126.6 

126.1 

97.8 

-  1.3 

+  O.I4 

+  8.8 

+40.3 

New  England: 

Boston 

131.1 

132.5 

■124.4 

122.5  • 

95.2 

-  1.1 

+  5.4 

+  7.o 

+37 .7 

Bri ageport 

135.2  4 

139.1 

•127.1 

126.  b 

96.5  ■ 

r  2.8 

*+  -:6.4 

+  7.0 

+4o.i 

Fall  River 

'13U.0 

13^.6 

*12p.7  ’ 

125  .4 

97.5- 

-  1.2 

•+  6.6 

+  6.9* 

+37.4 

Manchester 

•133.7 

136.6 

“126. 8 

125.2 

96,6 

-  2.1  • 

-+*  5*4 

+  6.8 

+33.4 

New  Haven 

■136.7 

133. 2 

126.2  < 

125.2  * 

95.7 

-  1.1 

•+  8.3 

+  9.2 

+42,8 

Portland,  Maine 

-133.6  • 

136.1 

125.8  • 

125.8 

95.3 

-  1.8 

+  6.2 

+  6.2 

+4o,2 

Provi dence 

135.0  ■ 

135-8 

■126.3 

126.1 

96.3 

-  .6 

*+  6.9 

+  7.1 

+40.2 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 

■*. 

138.1  . 

lUO.5 

♦ 

127.6  . 

127.6 

100.2 

-  1.7 

+  8.2 

+  8.2 

+37.8 

N  ewa  rk 

139.0 

LUl.2 

,i28.0  . 

127.0 

98.8. 

-  1.6 

,+  8.6 

+  9.4. 

+4o.7 

New  York  . 

137.2  lA 

lUO.3 

125.2  . 

125.1 

99.5  . 

-  2.3 

+  9.6 

+  9.7 

+37*9 

Philadelphia 

135.3" 

135. 8 

123.9 

124.0 

95.0 

-  .b 

+  9.2 

+  9.1 

+42  .4 

Pittsburgh 

137.83/ 

L39.9 

-125.9 

125.0  , 

98.0- 

-  .8 

+  9.5 

+10.2 

+4o . 6 

Rochester 

133.1 

134.8 

■125.2 

125.2 

99.9 

-  1.3 

+  6.3 

+  6,3 

+33.2 

Scranton 

137.5 

• 

bo. 6 

125.6 

125.5 

97.5 

-  1.5 

♦  9.5  - 

+  9.6 

+4i  •  0, 

East  North  Central 
Chicago 

• 

► 

136.4  3/ 

137.1 

k 

124.9 

125.5 

98.2' 

-  .5 

+  9.2 

+  8.7 

+38.9 

Cincinnati 

137. &7. 

137.9- 

126.9 

125.8 

96.5. 

-  .2 

+  8.I4 

+  9*4 

+42.6 

Cleveland 

1U5.2 

114.5.0 

127.3 

125.8 

99.2 

+  .1 

+14.1 

+15.4 

+46.4 

Columbus,  Ohio 

131.6 

130.8 

119.6 

119.2 

93.4 

+  .6 

+10.0 

+10.4 

+4o  .9 

Detroit 

134. e  . 

138.8  • 

124.7 

123.7 • 

97.0. 

-  2.9 

+  8.1 

+  9.0 

+39.0 

Indianapolis 

135.1 

137.0 

127.1 

126.9 

98.2  . 

-  1.4 

+  6.3 

+  6.5 

*37.6 

Milwaukee 

13l4-.i1 

136.2 

121.0  . 

121.7 

95*9. 

-  1.3 

+11.1 

+10.4 

+40.1 

Peoria 

ll+l  .2 

143.2 

130.7 

I3O.2 

99.0 

-  1.4 

+  8.0 

+  8.4 

+42  •  6 

Springfield, Ill . 

114-2.1 

II4I4.2 

130.2 

130.9 

96.2 

-  1.5 

+  9.1 

+  8.6  ■ 

+47.7 

*  • 

West  NOrth  Central 
Cedar  Rapids  4/ 

: 

J-38.0  . 

139.6 

121.2 

120.0 

95.9, 

-  1.1 

413.9' 

+15.0 

♦43 .9 

Kansas  City 

.131.7  . 

I32.O 

120.7 

121.2 

■  92.4 

-  .2 

+  9.1 

+  8.7 

+42.5 

Minneapoli s 

130.1+ 

131.3 

‘123.3 

122.9- 

99.0  ' 

-  .7" 

+  '5;8  ■' 

+  6.1 

+3l‘.7 

Omaha , 

130.8 

133.3 

123.2 

121 J4 

97-9 

-  1.9 

+  6.2 

+  7.7 

+53 .6 

St,  Louis 

1U0.2 

.l-i-l .  6 

126.7 

129.0 

99.2 

-  1.0 

+10.7 

+  8.7 

+4l  .3 

St.  Paul 

128.9 

131.2 

120.8 

119.7 

98.6 

-  1.8 

+  -6.7 

+  7.7 

+30.7 

Wichita  4/ 

II46.2 

146.7 

132,0 

131.3 

97.2 

-  .3- 

+10.8 

+11.3 

♦50.4 

1/  Aggregate  costs  of  6l  foods  (54  foods  prior  to  March  1943)  in  each  city, 

weighted  to  represent  total  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower- 
salaried  workers,  have  been  combined, for  the. Uni  ted  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights.  Primary  use  is  fpr  time-to-time  comparisons  rather  than 
pie ce-to-plo ce  comparisons. 

2/  Preliminary. 

V  Revi sed, 

y  Indexes  based  on  June  1940  equals  100. 


3  3? 

l+n  3  7^Tc 


»  October  $0,  191+3 


Fc~ -immediate  release 


j\l  \{  h  H  •  S  »  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 


Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 


Washington,  D.  C • 


Prices  and  Cost  of  Living  Branch 

*  ..  *  .  f  ‘  -  - 


COST  OF  LIVING  AND- ; RETAIL  COSTS  OF. FOOD 
•’  *  - 


The  cost  of  living  for  city  workers  went  up  in  the  month  from  August  to 


-  September  -by.  O.U  percent  after  declining  by  1.1+  percent  in  the  previous  three 
months.  Secretary  of  Labor  Perkins  reported  today.  '  ■  • 

.  ;  •.  •  •  ••  ■  _  . .  - '  '* ‘  '  "  '  ‘  .  • 

•ti  ’’The  largest  increase  was. in  clothing  prices  as  new  fall  lines  were 
introduced,”  she  said..  ’’Prices  for  'food,  the  most  important  part  of  the  family 
budget,  on  the  average,,  were  .6.1  percent  higher  but  there  were  wide  variations 
■'  in  different  .parts  of  the  country.  Reports  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
indicate  growing  shortages  of  a  number  of  important  cost  of  living  items. 

”ln  September  the  Bureau’s  index  of  living  costs  stood  at  123.9  percent 
of  the  average  for  1935”39*  This' is  5*2  percent  higher' than  September  last  year* 
6.8  percent  above  the  May  191+2  level,  and  22.9  percent  above  January  191+1,  base, 
date  for  the  Little  Steel  Formula. 

"The  slight  rise  in  food  costs  over  the  month  (0.1  percent)  was  due 
principally  to  higher  prices  for  fish  and  eggs.  Eggs  were  up  by  6  percent  and 
were  double  the  prewar  level  of  August  1939°  OPA  regulations  on  eggs,  recognizing 
customary  variations,  allowed  a  seasonal  advance  in  egg  prices.  Egg  ceilings  will 
start  going  down  in  November.  Fish  prices  rose  3 *6  percent  over  the  month.  Fresh 
fruit  and  vegetable  prices  were  down  2  percent,  as  seasonal  declines  continued  in 
most  parts  of  the  country  for  potatoes,  sweet  potatoes,  onions,  apples,  and 
spinach.  Prices  for  lettuce,  green  beans,  and  carrots  advanced  sharply  as  home 
grown  produce  was  no  longer  available  in  large  quantity.  Likewise  oranges  rose 
sharply,  reflecting  short  supplies  and  higher  ceilings  permitted  between  seasons 
of  heavy  production.  Reports  of  shortages  were  most  widespread  for  oranges, 
butter,  chickens,  corn  meal,  apples  and  spinach.  The  changes  in  food  costs  varied 
greatly  from  city  to  city  ranging  from  declines  of  about  2  percent  to  increases  of 
nearly  2  percent.  In  the  cities  where  food  costs  went  up  most,  seasonal  declines 
during  the  summer  had  been  large. 

"Higher  prices  for  the  new  fall  lines  (under  the  OPA  formula  for  adjustment 
to  higher  costs)  and  unavailability  of  lower  priced  clothing  resulted  in  a  sub¬ 
stantial  advance  in  total  clothing  costs.  Increases  were  most  marked  for  women’s 
wear  with  average  prices  for  women’s  fur-trimmed  coats  8  percent  higher  and  for 
untrimmed  wool  coats  17  percent  higher  than  in  September  191+2 .  The  Bureau  reported 
an  acute  shortage  of  children’s  shoes. 

"Costs  for  housefurnishings  edged  up  slightly  with  the  lower  priced  merchan¬ 
dise  continuing  to  disappear.  However,  for  some  products  such  as  furniture  and 
brooms,  there  were  significant  price  increases,  as  well  as  lowering  of  qualities. 
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"September  rents  were  slightly  higher  in  15  of  the  34  cities  in  the  index  and 
lower  in  two  cities  at  the  end  of  the  month.  The  total  rent  hill  for  large  cities 
remained  unchanged.  Higher  rents  were  in  most  cases  accompanied  "by  changes  in 
tenancy.  Reports  of  acute  housing  shortage  and  lack  of  desirable  dwellings  con¬ 
tinued  from  practically  all  cities  and  additional  changes  for  facilities  and  services 
formerly  included  in  the  rent  v/ere  common. 

"The  costs  for  services  and  miscellaneous  goods  were  also  up  in  September,  con¬ 
tinuing  the  steady  advance  begun  in  August  last  year.  The  dollar  haircut  of  World 
War  I  ha.s  again  made  its  appearance  in  some  cities  with  75  cents  the  usual  charge, 
against  the  prewar  charge  of  50  cents  of  less.  Haircuts  are  not  subject  to  prine 
control.  There  were  also  substantial  increases  in  cost  for  medical  services  and 
domestic  services,  admissions  to  motion  pictures,  all  of  which  are  also  beyond  the 
scope  of  the  Emergency  Price  Control  Act,  and  in  prices  for  a  variety  of  other  goods 
including  some  soaps  and  toilet  articles. 

"Prices  of  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  remained  virtually  unchanged  from  August 
to  September." 


Table  1 


Report  for  September  1943 


COST  OP  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Indexe 

s,  1935-39 

=  100* 

Date 

All 

items 

Pood 

Clothing 

Puel , 

electricity 
Rent  and  ice 

House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

1939l  August  15 

98.6 

93.5 

100,3 

104.3 

97,5 

100.6 

100.4 

1941:  January  15 

100*8 

97.8 

100.7 

105.0 

100.8 

100.1 

101.9 

1942:  May  15 

116.0 

121.6 

126.2 

109.9 

104.9 

122.2 

110.9 

September  15 

117.8 

126.6 

125.8 

108.0 

106.2 

123.6 

111.4 

194j3i-t-July  15 

123.91  /  '139.0 

129.11/ 

108.0 

107.61/ 

125.61 / 

116.11/ 

August  15 

123.41/  137.2 

129.61/ 

108.0 

107.7 

125.91 / 

116.5 

September  15 

123.9 

137.4 

132.5 

108.0 

107,7 

126.3 

117.0 

Table  la 

A 

PERCENT 

OP  CHANGE 

Puel 

House 

Mis- 

All 

electricity 

furhish- 

cell a- 

Date 

items 

Pood 

Clothing 

Rent  and  ice 

ings 

neous 

August  15,  1943  to 

Sap t ember  15, 

1943 

+0.4 

+0.1 

+2.2 

0  0 

+0.3 

+0.4 

September  15,  1942  to 

September  15, 

1943 

+5.2 

+8.5 

+5.3 

0  +1.4 

+2.2 

+5.0 

May  15 ,  1942  to 

* 

September  15, 

1943 

+6.8 

+13.0 

+5.0 

-1.7  +2.7 

+3.4 

+5.5 

January  15,  1941  to 

September  15, 

1943 

+22.9 

+40.5 

+31.6 

+2 . 9  +6 . 8 

+26.2 

+14.8 

August  15,  1939 

to 

September  15, 

1*943 

+25.7 

+47.0 

+32.1 

+3,5  +10.5 

+25.5 

+16.5 

*  These  indexes  are 

based  on 

changes 

in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 

earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities, 
l/  Revised,  On  the  quarterly  dates,  March  15,  June  15,  September  15,  and  December 

15,  prices  are  collected  on  a  full  list  of  goods  and  services  in  34  large  cities 
On  the  intervening  monthly  dates,  prices  are  collected  in  21  cities  and  for  a 
shorter  list  of  items.  It  is  sometimes  necessary,  therefore,  to  correct  the 
indexes  for  the  two  previous  months  when  th.4  quarterly  indexes  are  prepared, 
to  take  account  pf  price  movements  not  represented  in  the  preliminary  indexes 
for  the  intervening  months. 


Table  2 


Report  for  September  15,  ,1943 


,  .  -  .. ,  -CQ.S.T  QE..U¥-m  IN  LARGE  CULT'S 

Percent  Change  Between- August ; Ip j;  Y)l$  and 'September  lb,  19I4.3,  by  Groups* 

indexes  Lor  August  revised) 


Area  and  Citv 

All'--" 

items 

Food. 

Clothing 

V. 

Rent 

Fuel  .  House  .. 

electricity  furnish- 
•’  'ftnd  ice  ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

Average:  Large  Cities  +6.3. 

+0.1 

-  ’  *  — r-n  tt 

1/  +2.2 

0 

0 

J  +  • 

c  ■ 

• 

+o.!l 

■*  ■  r  ■ 

New  England : 

* 

- 

1  • 

.  • 

Boston 

+0.3 

-0.1 

.  +3*o 

0 

0 

+0.7 

+0.1 

Mi  dale  At 1 ant i c : 

■.Buffalo  '  -■ 

+0.1 

-0 ,  L. 

+2.2 

0 

’  0 

+0.2 

40-.1 

New  York 

+1,0 

+0.9 

+3  2 

+0.1  .. 

A  0 

+0.3 

*0,9 

Philadelphia 

+0.2 

-0.1 

+1.3 

.  0 

.  0 

+0*2 

+0.3 

Pittsburgh 

+0.3 

-0.3 

+0  •  1 

,  0 

+0.6  . 

+0.2. 

Bast  North  Central; 

Chicago 

+0.7 

+0.1; 

+2,6 

0 

0 

+0.2 

+1.2 

Cincinnati 

-0.2 

-1,0 

+1.0 

0 

0 

+0.5 

0 

Cleveland 

+0.2 

-  0.9 

+2.1 

+0.1 

0 

+0.5 

+1.6 

Detroit 

-0.2 

CP' 

. 

0 

1 

+1.5 

0 

0 

+0.2 

-0.2 

West  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

+0,1}. 

+0.7 

/  +0.9  • 

-0.1 

+0.2 

+0.2 

+0.2 

Minneapolis 

+0.2 

0 

+1.1 

+0.1 

0 

.  -0.6 

+0.3 

St.  Louis 

-0.1 

■  -0.8 

+i.6 

0 

0 

0 

+0.1; 

S  0  uth  At 1 ant i c : 

- 

Baltimore 

+0*3 

+0.1 

+2,1 

1 

0 

• 

1 — l 

• 

0 

+ 

+0.5 

'*0.3 

Savannah 

. .  +0.3  • 

+0.1 

+1.3  ' 

+0.3 

+0.3 

+0.2 

+0.3 

Washington,  D.  C, 

+0.1; 

0 

+2.3 

0 

+0.1 

+0,1; 

+0.2  ‘ 

East  South  Central 

• 

B  i  rating  t  on 

+0‘.  8 

+1,1 

+1.7 

+0.3 

0 

0  ' 

+0.3 

West  South  Central 

Houston 

+1.1 

+1.8 

+2.6 

-0,1 

0 

0 

+0.1 

Mountain: 

» 

; 

t  » 

Denver 

+0 . 1;. 

+0.2 

+1.0 

'  0 

+0.6.  • 

+0.1 

0 

pacific: 

•  . 

Los  Angeles 

+0 . 6 

+0*5 

+2.1 

+0.1 

0 

0 

+0.3 

San  Francisco 

+1.0  , 

+1.9- 

+2.3. 

0 

•  0 

+0.2  ' 

0 

Seattle 

+1.6 

+1.9 

+!.7 

+0.1 

0 

+0.1,  .  . 

.+2.1+ 

*  These  percent  changes  are  based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  -wage 
earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  ci,ti4s.  ,  * 

V  Based  on  prices  for  56' cities  collected  on  the  Tuesday  nearest  the' fifteenth  of 
the  month,  •  .  ••  - 


Mountain 
Denver 
Pacific 

Los  Angeles 
Portland ,  Oregon 
San  Francisco 
Seattle 


Table  3* 

4 

1 

Percent  Changes 

COST  OF 

Since  August 

Area  and  City 

Sept . 15 , f 

to 

* 

Sept  .15,  i( 

Average:  Large  Cities 

+  5.2 

New  England 

Boston 

+  3*6 

Manchester 

+  4*4 

Portland,  Maine 

+  ™ 

Middle  Atlantic 

Buffalo- 

+  4.1 

New  York 

+  6.6 

Philadelphia 

+  5.0 

Pittsburgh 

+  5.9 

Scranton 

+  5.2 

nast  North  Central 

Chicago 

+  5.5 

'  Cincinnati 

+  78 

■  Cleveland  .  ■ 

•  -*-7.5 

Detroit 

■  + 

Indianapolis 

+  4*7 

Milwaukee 

+  5.3 

West  North  Central 

Kansas  City 

+  5.8 

Minneapolis 

+  3*6 

St.  Louis 

+  5.1 

South  Atlantic 

Atlanta 

+  6.2 

Baltimore 

+  5.2 

Jacksonville 

+  8,6 

Norfolk 

+  7.4 
+  4. 1 

Richmond 

Savannah 

+  8.5 

'  Washington,  D.  C, 

+  5.5 

-East  South  Central 

B i rmingham 

+  7  *4 

Memphis 

+  7.6 

Mobile 

+  5.1 

West  South  Central 

‘  Houston 

+  4*6 

New  Orleans 

+  7.2 

He port  for  Sept ember  15,  19 Ltf 


+  3.8 

+  3.0 
+  3*3 

+  3*9 
+  4*2 


Fo r cent age  Changes 

~Xug.  I5T1939  ~Tan7r/'lWl  Syl57T5I? 

to 


to 


to 


+  25.7 


+  22.9 


+  6 


'•8 


+  24.0 
+  28.3 
• +  26.1 

+  27.4 
+  25 .3 
+  25.5 
+  26.4 
+  26.2 

+  25.3 
+  27.1 
+  28.3 
+  26.3 
+  27.2 
+  29.2 


+  22.3 
+  22.4 


+  21.5 

+  6.2 

+  25.2 

1/ 

+  24.3 

1/ 

+  23.2 

+  4.1 

+  22.8 

+  9.4 

+  23.7 

+  7.0 

+  22.9 

+  7.4 

+  22.2 

I/.' 

+  22.2 

+  6.2 

+  24.2 

+  6.7 

+  25.8 

+  8.0 

+  23.2 

+  4.7 

1/ 

1/ 


*  These  percent  changes  are  based  011  indexes  of  the  cost 

earners  and  lower  salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 

1/  Data  for  May  15,  19^2  not  available. 


+  23.0 

+  23.3 

+  6.3 

+  21.i1. 

*  18.9 

+  4*4 

+  25.0 

+  21.4 

+  6.1 

+  27.1 

+  278 

V 

+  27.7 

+  25.1 

*  o.6 

+  33.9  . 

+  29.it 

1/ 

+  34*  0 

+  30.3 

r/ 

+  24.5 

+  22,5 

1/ 

+  33*4 

+  30.7 

+  9*6 

+  25.3 

+ -23 .6 

t  7.7 

+  29.5 

+  25 .6 

+  7*5 

+  3T.3  - 

+  28.7 

1/ 

+  £8.9 

+  26.6 

%/ 

+  22.5 

+  21.0 

+  6.2 

+  30.7  . 

+  28.1 

y 

+  23*3 

+J21.6 

+  5.2 

+  278 

+  22.3 

+  6.2 

+  28.9 

+  267  - 

1/ 

+  26.5 

•*  23  7 

+  £.8 

+  277 

+  25.2 

+  57 

of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
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"COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES  *  '  * 

Percent  Changes  Between  June  15..  1943  and  September  15,  1943  by  Groups* 


* 


4 

'  '  f  *  rv  «•  \  r  •  •  :  *’ 

. Fuel , 

House- 

Mis- 

.  •••  **■*««.,  •  .  ».  .  , 

•  All-- 

- . 

K  ,  * 

•  *  ’ .  '  i  1 

electricity-' 

•  furnish-  ~ 

-cellc 

Area  and  City 

items  - 

Food... 

‘  Ws.3 1/ 

Clothing 

Rent 

and  ice 

ings 

neou 

Average:  Large  Cities 

-0.7 

+3.6-  '  * 

'  0 

0 

+0.7 

+1.1 

New- England:. 

,  -  • V  * 

5  • 

* 

.  .  V !  v  - 

..  -Boston.  .  .  / 

„  -la  • 

.  .  -4..2 

+4.5  • 

o 

o  v  : 

'  ■■  +1.4 

+1.2 

Manchester 

-2.3 

-6.6 

+2.8 

+0.2 

0 

’  +1.4 

■  +1.6 

Portland ,  Maine 

-1.7 

-5.6 

+4.0 

0 

-0.2 

+0.6 

+0.4 

Middle" Atlantic:  * 

- 

■•■s’  “ 

Buffalo 

-1.8  - 

-5.4 

+3.5  ' 

•  0 

0 

+0.2 

+0.1 

New  York 

+0.2  - 

-2.1 

+5.6 

+0.1 

0 

+1.3 

+1.8 

Philadelphia 

-0.9 

-2.9 

+3.1 

0 

0 

+0^6 

+0.4 

Pittsburgh 

-0.4  • 

'  -3.4 

+6.8 

0 

0 

+1.5 

+1.4 

Scranton 

-1.9  • 

-5.0 

+2.3  .  ' 

0 

0 

+0.6 

+0.5 

East  N>rth  Central: 

V 

/ 

Chicago 

-0.3  • 

-2.1 

+3.7  * 

0 

0 

+0.4. 

+1.3 

Cincinnati 

-0.5  - 

-2.2 

+2.0  • 

+0.1 

0 

+2.1 

0 

Cleveland 

-0.7 

-3.7 

+4.1 

+0.1 

0 

+0.8  . 

+1.7 

Detroit 

-1.9  * 

-5.6 

+2.4  • 

0 

0 

+0.8 

+0.4 

Indianapolis 

-1.2 

-4.1 

+1.9 

-0.1 

-0.1 

-  +0.8 

+0.5 

Milwaukee 

-1.1  * 

-3.7 

+2.2 

0 

+0.2 

+0.4 

+0.5 

We  si;  North  Central: 

r 

Kansas  City 

-0.4 

—2.4 

+3.5  • 

0 

+0.2 

+0.4 

+0.4 

Minneapolis 

-0.7 

-2.8 

+1.6  -• 

+0.1 

+0.6 

-0.2 

+0.6 

St.  L  oui s 

-0.9 

-3.1 

+3.3 

0 

o  ... 

0 

+0.5 

South  Atlantic: 

• 

Atlanta 

-0.5  ' 

-2.8 

+0.9  • 

+0.1 

+0.4 

+0.3 

+2.0 

Baltimore 

-1.6  - 

-4.7 

+3.9  - 

-0.1 

+0.1 

+1.1  . 

+0.3 

J  acksonville 

+0.9 

-1.1 

+3.2 

+0.1 

+1.2 

+0.8 

+3.8 

Norfolk 

-0.2 

-1.3 

+2.2  - 

'  0 

0 

+0.4 

+0.2 

Richmond 

-0.5  * 

-2.1 

+1.4  • 

*  o 

0 

+0.7 

+0.4 

Savannah 

+0.2  ’ 

-0.8 

+2, 8  * 

■  0 

+0.4 

+0.2 

+1.0 

Washington,  D.  ‘C. 

-0.2  * 

-2.9 

+4.1 

\  0 

+1.2 

+0.5 

+0.7 

East  South  Central: 

-  .. 

* 

Birmingham 

+0.9  • 

+0.7 

+2. 5 '  * 

■■•+0.4 

0 

0 

+1.5 

Memphis 

+1.1  • 

-0.1 

+3.1  - 

+0.2 

0-  ,  . 

,  +0.8 

+3.2 

Mobile 

-0.9 

-1.3 

+0.9 

0 

-7.6 

0 

0 

West  South  Central: 

Houston 

+0.2- 

-0.9 

+3.9  v 

+0.1 

-3.9 

+0.3 

+0.4 

New  Orleans 

+0. 5 

-0.3 

+1.9 

+0.2 

+8.6 

0 

+0.4 

Mountain: 

Denver 

-1.5  * 

'V4.4 

+1.4  ‘ 

■,  i  0 

+  1.6 

+0.1 

+0.1 

Pacific: 

4 

t 

Los  Angeles 

-0.7 

-3.4 

+3.0 

+0.1 

0 

-0.2 

+  1.7 

Portland,  Oregon 

-1.3 

-4.8 

+3. 5  * 

v  0 

0 

+0.2 

+1.4 

San  Francisco 

—2. 4 

-6.6 

+2.0 

0 

-0.1 

-0.1 

+0.9 

Seattle 

-0.2  - 

-2.9 

+2.1  * 

+0.2 

+0.5 

i.  +0,5 

+3.0 

*  These  percent  changes  a, re  baded  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 

_l/Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  the  Tuesday  nearest  'the  fifteenth  of  th» 
month.  .  .  -  .  - 
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Table  5. 


Report  for  September  15,  1943 


Indexes,  1935-39  =  100.0* 

(Some  Indexes  for  July  and  August  Revised) 


City  and  Date 

All 

items 

*"•  — '  —  —  — —  —  — 

-  —  —  — 

Average,  Large 

Cities: 

July  15 

123.9 

August  15 

123.4 

September  15 

123.9 

Atlanta: 

July  15 

2/ 

August  15 

2/ 

September  15 

124.6 

Baltimore: 

July  15 

126.0 

August  15 

125.6 

September  15 

125.0 

Birmingham: 

July  15 

126.2 

August  15 

126.6 

September  15 

127.6 

Boston: 

July  15 

120.3 

August  15 

120.0 

September  15 

120.4 

Buffalo: 

July  15 

126.2 

August  15 

125.4 

September  15 

125.5 

Chicago: 

July  15 

122.5 

August  15 

122.9 

September  15 

123.7 

Cincinnati: 

July  15 

124.0 

August  15 

124.0 

September  15 

123.7 

Cleveland: 

July  15 

127.9 

August  15 

128.0 

September  15 

128.3 

Denver: 

July  15 

122.7 

August  15 

121.1 

September  15 

121.6 

Detroit: 

July  15 

126.0 

August  15 

124.6 

September  15 

124.4 

Houston: 

July  15 

122.4 

August  15 

122.1 

September  15 

123.4 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

139. 0^/ 

129.1 

108.0 

137.3 H 

129.6 

108.0 

137, 4^/ 

132.5 

108.0 

141.5 

2/ 

2/ 

139.2 

2/ 

3 

139.9 

129.6 

106.5 

146.3 

129.7 

106.7 

145.2 

129.7 

106.7 

145.3 

132.4 

106,6 

140.9 

129.7 

122.0 

141.3 

130,3 

121.9 

142.9 

132.5 

122.3 

132.5 

124.5 

104.9 

131.1 

135,1 

104,9 

131.0 

128.8 

104.9 

140.5 

128.4 

114.6 

137.9 

129.3 

114,6 

137,3 

132.1 

114,6 

137,1 

124.9 

114.5 

136.4 

125.1 

114.5 

137.0 

128.3 

114.5 

137.9 

133.8 

105.1 

137,6 

133.8 

105.2 

136.2 

135.2 

105.2 

145.0 

133,0 

115.4  . 

145.2 

133.4 

115.4 

143.9 

136.2 

115.5 

138.4 

124.6 

109.0 

134.5 

124.7 

109.0 

134.8 

125.9 

109.0 

138.8 

130.0 

114.4 

134,8 

130.5 

114.4 

133.6 

132.4 

114.4 

137.4 

130.4 

109,2 

136.2 

131.0 

109.2 

138.7 

134.4 

109.1 

Fuel 

Hoiiiro- 

--  Mis-' 

electrici ty 

■  furnish*  ^cella 

and. ice 

ings 

neous 

107,6 

125.6 

116.1 

107.7 

125,9 

116.5 

107.7 

126.3 

117.0 

112.5 

2/ 

3 

112.6 

2/ 

2/ 

112.9 

120.7 

119.5 

106.7 

129,4 

114.3 

106.7 

129.7 

114.3 

106.8 

130.4 

114.6 

102.4 

121.8 

116.3 

102.4 

121.8 

117.2 

102.4 

121.8 

117.6 

118.4 

120.2 

112.4 

118,4 

120.6 

113.4 

118.4 

121.5 

113.5 

104.8 

126.6 

121.6 

104.8 

126.6 

121.6 

104,8 

126.8 

121.7 

103.2 

120.5 

113.1 

103.2 

120,6 

113.9 

103.2 

120.9 

115.3 

103.8 

129.2 

116.8 

103.8 

130.6 

116.8 

103.8 

131,3 

116.8 

113.5 

125.4 

115.4 

113.5 

125.7 

115.5 

113.5 

126.1 

117,3 

100.4 

121.9 

116.2 

100.9 

121.9 

116.2 

101.3 

122.0 

116.2 

108.8 

123.2 

122.7 

108.8 

123.7 

122,7 

108.8 

124.0 

122.5 

89.2 

123.0 

118.4 

89.2 

123.2 

118.4 

89.2 

123.2 

118.5 

Table  5 »  (Continued) 


Report  for  September  lp,  1943 


Minneapolis : 
July  15 
August;  Ip, 
September;  15 
Mobile : 

July  15 
August  15 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  C IT IMS 
Indexes,  1935 “39  =  100  * 

(Some  Indexes  for  July  and  August  Revised) 


-  s  • 

City  and  Date 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

"  Fuel 

electric ity 
and  ice 

"house- 
furnish¬ 
ings  • 

Mis- 
■  cella 

neous 

Indianapolis  j 
July  15 

2/ 

137.0 

2/ 

2/ 

110.3 

2/  . 

2/ 

August  15 

2/ 

135  •  1 

2/ 

W 

110.3 

?/  ■ 

w 

September  15 

124.7 

134.6 

131.0 

115.5 

110.3 

130.4 

•  114.8 

Jacksonville  1 
July  -15 

2/ 

152.5 

2/ 

2/ 

112.4 

2/ 

2/' 

August  15 

2/ 

150.9 

2/ 

2/ 

112.4 

2/ 

2/ 

.  ■  September  15 

•  131.9 

150.0 

131.9 

112.2 

.  113.5 

126.3 

127.2 

Kansas  City: 

.  July -15 

120.8 

132.0 

127.8 

100,7 

107.9 

120.4 

117.0 

.  .August  15 

120.8 

131.7 

128.6 

103.8 

.107.9 

120.6 

•II7.O 

'September  19 

,  121.3 

132.6 

129.8 

108.7 

108.1 

120.8 

117.2 

Los  Angeles: 

...  .'July  15 

125.2 

142.4 

..  lpO.7 

110.0 

94.2 

119.1 

113.9 

, August  15 

124.7 

141.1 

130.8 

110.0 

94.2 

119.1 

118.9 

.  September  lp 

125.4 

14.I.8 

:  .  133.5 

110.1 

94.2 

119.1 

2/ 

119.2 

Manchester : 

July  15 

2 

.136.6 

2/ 

123.5 

2/ 

August  15 

2/  • 

lpp.7 

.  2/  ■ 

-  2/ 

123.5 

2/ 

2/ 

September  15 

125.5-,,' 

.133.9 

134.0 

■  107.3 

123.3 

124.3 

115V  8 

Memphis . 

July  15 

2/'.., 

•147.7 

■ .  2/ 

■  2/ 

104.2 

2/ 

2/ 

August  19 

.  .  t. 

i—1 

co 

• 

0 

• . .  2/  ■ 

2/ 

104.2 

2/ '  . 

—i , 
2/ 

September  lp 

•  124.4  .. 

di.j.8 . 2 

14.0\  7 

llp.3 

104.2 

ro 
yi; 
~4)  ■ 

V 

nit.  5 

Milwaukee : 

July  15 

2/ 

lpo.2 

2/ 

2/ 

106.3 

2/ 

August<  lp. 

1/ . . . 

•134.4 

y  . 

46 

106.8 

9/ 

/ 

■  ,2/ 

'  September  Ip 

121.4 . 

133.6 

.  127.4/ 

IOU.2 

106.3 

124..L 

.113.6 

121.0 

120.8 

121.0 

2/ 

2/ 


131.3 

130.4 

130.  u 

ll+Q.o 

1^9.7 


128.1 

128.J 

129.7 

2/ 

4/ 


September  15 

127 . 1 

147  *9 

128V  8 

New  Orleans ; 

July  lp 

2/ 

153.3 

2/ 

August  15 

V 

153.3 

4/ 

September  15 

.  130.3 

151.7 

135.2 

New  York: 

July  15 

123.7 

140 . 5 

129.8 

August  15 

122.0  ' 

137.2 

131.0 

September  lp 

124.0 

133.4 

135.2 

110.0 

110.0 

110.1 

■  2/ 
2/ 

113.6 

2/ 

107.2 

103.3 

103.3 

103.4 


101.9 
102.5 
102.5 

112.5 

104.0 

103.9 

96.1 

104.5 
104.3 

110.6 

110.7 
110.7 


126.4 

126.2 

125.5 

2/ 

2/ 


113.il 

118.6 

113.9 


121.4 

115.5 

2/ 

2/ 

4/ 

2/ 

127.4 

114.5  • 

119.2 

115.1 

119.6 

116.1 

12*0.5 

117.1 

Table  5  (cent.) 


Report  for  September  15,  1943 
:•  ••.  COST  OF  LITDiCr  III  tABCrB  CITIES 
Indexes, • 1935-39  =  100* 

(Some  Indexes  for  July  and  August  Revised) 


G  i  t_y_and_0at  e_  _  _ 

All 

_  dtems 

Ro-od_ 

*  * 

-  % 

—  Clothing_ 

_Rent>  _ 

Fuel 

electricity 
_and_i.ee _ 

House- 

.furniphings_ 

Mis¬ 
cella¬ 
neous.  _ 

• 

Norfolk: 

•  July  15  . 

-  2/  . 

15Q.4 

2/  ' 

*  •  •*  . 

2/ 

•  -116.0 

2/. 

2/  , 

Aug.  15 

2/ 

151.1 

2/ 

2  r 

116.0 

2/ 

2/  *  ■ 

Sept.  15 

131.1 

149.7 

135.5 

108,6 

116.0 

129.6 

124.0 

Philadelphia; 

'tJuly  15 

122.6 

135.8 

128.7  ' 

106,7- 

105.8. 

124,2 

115.0 

"AUg.  15 

122.5 

■135.3' 

129.7  • 

106.7- 

105.8, 

124.3  •- 

-115.0 

Sept,  15 

122.7 

135.2' 

131.4 

106.7- 

105.8' 

124.6 

115.3 

Pittsburgh; 

July  15 

123.9 

138.9 

133.0 

107.2 

110.3 

124.3 

114.6 

Aug.  15  •  •  ■ 

123.8 

137.8.. 

133.9,. 

,  107.2 

110.3 

124.7 

115.6 

Sept.  15 

124,4 

137.4 

140.4 

107.3 

110.3 

'125.4 

115.8 

Portland,  Me: 

July  15 

2/ 

136.1 

2/ 

2/. 

116.8  ' 

2/ 

2/ 

Aug. '15 

2/ 

133.6 

2/ 

2/ 

116.7 

2/ 

M/ 

Sept.  15 

122.4 

132.7 

130.7 

106.4 

116.7  ‘ 

121.8 

117.9 

Portland,  Ore; 

July  15 

2/ 

145.7 

2/ 

2/  * 

116.5 

2/ 

2/ 

Aug ,  15 

2/ 

144.7 

2/ 

2/ 

116*5 

2/ 

2/ 

Sept.  15 

129.0 

144.8 

134.0  • 

115.4 

116.5 

123.1 

120.4 

Richmond; 

July  15 

2/ 

136.9 

2/ 

2/ 

106.5 

2/ 

2/ 

Aug,  15 

2/ 

137.0 

2/ 

2/ 

106.5 

2/ 

2/ 

Sept.  15 

122.0 

•136.7 

133.8 

103.9 

106.5 

128e6 

113.5 

St.  louis: 

July  15 

123.2 

141.6 

130.8 

106.1 

106.2 

117.6 

112.5 

Aug.  15 

122.7 

140.2 

131.0 

106.1 

106.2 

117.6 

112,5 

Sept.  15 

122.6 

139.1 

133.1 

106.1 

106,2 

117.6 

112.9 

San  Francisco: 

July  15 

125.3 

140.0 

127.1 

106.0 

92.1 

118.7 

124.3 

Aug,  15 

124.3 

137.3 

127.2 

106.  C 

92.1 

118.7 

124.3 

Sept.  15 

125.6 

139.9 

130.1 

106.0 

92.1 

118.9 

124.3 

Savannah: 

July  15 

132.3 

153.0 

132.5 

114.9 

113.3 

121.5 

123.  C 

Aug.  15 

132.1 

152.4 

132.5 

114.6 

113.2 

121.6 

123.4 

Sept.  15 

132.5 

152.5 

134.2 

114.9 

113.5 

121.8 

123.8 

Scranton: 

July  15 

2/ 

139.6 

2/ 

2/ 

103.9 

2/ 

Z/ 

Aug.  15 

zl 

137.5 

2/ 

2/ 

103.9 

2/ 

2/ 

Sept.  15 

121.2 

137.2 

131.6  ' 

97.3 

103.9 

124.6 

110.8 

Seattle: 

July  15 

126.2 

140,9 

130.9 

110.6 

101.9 

121.2 

123.5 

Aug.  15 

125.8 

139.8 

131.0 

110.7  . 

102.4 

121.3 

123.5 

Sept.  15 

127.8 

142.4 

133.2 

110.8 

102.4 

121.4 

126.5 

Table  5  (cent.) 


Report  for  Sept.  15,  1943  c 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGS  CITIES 
Indexes,  1935-39  =  100* 

(Some  Indexes  for  July  and  August  revised) 


\ 

„§Qd._?Gte_ 


Washington: 
July  15 
Aug,  15 
Sept.  15 


All 

Fuel 

Mis- 

electricity 

House- 

cella- 

,i tems_ 

_ Food _ 

^Clothing _ 

_Rent _ 

_ and_ice _ 

.furnish^ figs 

_ngpu§. 

123.2 

140.1 

137.0 

100.3 

105.3 

131.6 

120.3 

123.0 

138.5 

137.8 

100.3 

106.5 

131.7 

120.8 

123.5 

138.5 

141,0 

100.3 

106.6 

132,2 

121.0 

*  These  indexes  are  based  on  change©  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 

l/  Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth 
of  the  month.  •  / 

2/  Monthly  data  not  available. 


J 


Table  5 


Retoil  Food  Costs  in  Large  Citie 


Combined, 


Indexes,  1935-39~100 


Table  6'  .-  Retail  >ood  Costs  -in  Large  •  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods 


Per con 

it  Change  -  Augui 

St  17 

,  1943  to  September 

"i47 

1943 

Cereals 

Fruits 

Fats 

Sugar 

City  and 

All 

and 

Meats 

Dairy 

Eggs 

and 

Bev- 

and 

and 

Regional  Area 

Foods 

Bakery 

Products 

1  «cH 

!  ctT* 

* 

I 

1 

erages 

Oils 

Sweets 

United'  States j 

+*’ 

0.1 

+ 

0.1 

+ 

0.2 

+0011 

+ 

hi  $6 

0*0 

0.0 

+ 

OJ 

. 

o 

New  England: 

< 

Eos  ton 

- 

.1 

0 

+ 

•5 

+  1.1 

+ 

4.6 

- 

3*5 

•)0 

0 

0 

Bridgeport 

+ 

.6 

+ 

.8 

+ 

.8 

-  .1 

+ 

8.7 

- 

1.5 

-  1.0 

- 

.4 

- 

.5 

Fall  River 

.4 

+ 

.2 

- 

.3' 

-  .1 

+ 

5.2 

- 

3.3 

0 

+ 

.2 

4” 

.3 

Manchester 

+ 

.1 

- 

.2 

0 

+  .2 

+ 

8.0 

•m 

2.1 

+  .1 

0 

- 

.1  . 

New  Haven 

- 

.1 

BM 

.1 

4* 

.1 

0 

+ 

4*3 

1.4 

0 

MB 

.2 

+ 

.3 

Portland,  Me. 

- 

.7 

4* 

.3 

+ 

mk 

+  .1 

+ 

4*8 

- 

6.3 

-  .4 

- 

•  3 

0 

Providence 

+ 

•4 

+ 

.1 

+ 

-3 

0 

+ 

6.5 

- 

1.1 

-  .2 

+ 

•4 

+ 

.5 

Middle  Atlantic : 

Buff a lo 

- 

a 

0 

+ 

.7 

+  .2 

+ 

4*4 

- 

4-5 

-  .3 

- 

.1 

+ 

.2 

Newark 

a 

* 

.2 

+ 

•6 

-  .1 

+ 

6.o 

- 

•  6 

-  1.2 

+ 

.2 

mm 

.6 

New  York 

+ 

.9 

0 

1.0 

+  .1 

+ 

5.7 

+ 

.5 

-  .2 

0 

+ 

.2 

Philadelphia 

- 

.1 

4" 

.2 

.1 

0 

+ 

5.9 

- 

2.3 

-  *2 

+ 

•.8- 

- 

.5 

Pittsburgh 

- 

.3 

0 

- 

.4 

0 

+ 

6*4 

- 

2.5 

-  .1 

*4* 

.2 

+ 

.1 

Rochester 

.8 

+ 

n 

•  C 

- 

•9 

-  .1 

+ 

4*3 

- 

i;.8 

+  .7 

MB 

.1 

4* 

.1 

Sc  ran  ton 

- 

.2 

+ 

.7 

- 

l.i 

+  .2 

5a 

«* 

2.0 

-  .2 

+ 

.1 

•4- 

.3 

East  No r th  C ent r a 1 : 

Chicago 

+ 

.4 

- 

.1 

+ 

A 

+  .1 

+ 

5.8 

- 

.6 

+  .3 

+ 

.2 

+ 

.8 

Cincinnati 

- 

1.0 

0 

- 

.7 

-  .1 

*4- 

5*8 

mm 

4.2 

+  .1 

•  5 

.1 

Cleveland 

mm 

.9 

4* 

.1 

+ 

.3 

+  .3 

+ 

6.1 

- 

4.9 

-  .1 

4* 

.2 

- 

.2 

Columbus,  Ohio 

- 

.5 

- 

.2 

mb 

.1 

+  .1 

+ 

5.5 

- 

4.4 

-  .4 

mm 

.8 

0 

Re  troit 

.9 

0 

- 

.7 

0 

•f 

4.2 

- 

4.2 

-  .2 

- 

o 

•  c. 

u- 

1.4 

Indianapolis 

- 

.4 

0 

+ 

.8 

+  .2 

+ 

• 

6.5 

- 

lx.  8 

+  .3 

- 

.5 

0 

Milwaukee 

- 

.6 

+ 

.6 

0 

0 

+ 

6.8 

- 

4.9 

+  .1 

+ 

.2 

+ 

.9 

Peoria 

- 

A 

+ 

.1 

- 

.2 

0 

+ 

7.9 

mm 

2.8 

+  .1 

+ 

.3 

- 

.5 

f  Springfield, Ill. 

- 

•4 

4* 

.1 

0 

0 

+ 

9.0 

- 

2.9 

0 

+ 

.3 

— 

.8 

West  North  Central: 

Cedar  Rapids 

- 

1.4 

: z 

•  > 

- 

•  5 

0 

+ 

4*5 

- 

6.1 

-  .2 

mm 

.2 

- 

.1 

Kansas  Citv 

+ 

.7 

+ 

c 

« J 

+ 

.5 

0 

+ 

8.5 

.7 

-  A 

mm 

.9 

mm 

.6 

Minneapolis 

0 

0 

0 

+  .2 

+ 

6.2 

MB 

2.4 

0 

0 

+ 

.8 

Omaha 

+ 

.6 

+ 

.3 

- 

.1 

0 

4- 

• 

6.3 

4“ 

1.1 

-  2.3 

+ 

.1 

- 

.5 

St.  Louis 

- 

.8 

0 

- 

A 

0 

+ 

8.7 

- 

ix.2 

0 

.1 

- 

.1 

St.  Paul 

- 

.2 

0 

- 

•  3 

•  0 

4- 

7.2 

Mb 

3.2 

0 

+ 

.2 

+ 

*4 

Wichita 

+ 

•4 

+ 

.1 

.  + 

.1, 

+  .1 

+ 

6.8 

*■* 

.7 

-  .1 

•4 

a 

Tabl-e  6  -  E 


Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods*  (Coiit’d) 


Percent  Change  -  August  It,  1943  to  September  lh,  19'I3 


Cereal  sf 

Fruits 

Fats 

Sugar 

City  and 

All 

and 

‘  Meats 

Dairy 

Eggs 

and 

Bev- 

and 

and 

Regional  Area 

Foods 

Bakery 

* 

i 

Products 

Veg. 

ierages 

Oils 

Sweets 

South  Atlantic: 

! 

1 

Atlanta 

4 

.5 

- 

c: 

! 

1  4 

1 

.7 

- 

a 

+  6.7 

- 

•7 

4- 

a 

- 

.2' 

•  *  .1+ 

Baltimore 

4 

.1 

- 

*y 

1  4 

1 

.u 

4 

.3 

+  7.5 

- 

2.0 

0 

0 

0 

Cha  rle  ston,3.C. 

- 

a 

+ 

n 

•  i 

i  - 

1 

.2 

Jr 

•3 

+10.2 

- 

3.2 

- 

i.U 

- 

.5 

+  1.1 

Jacksonville 

- 

.6 

0 

*  4 

i 

(  “ 

1  “ 

.6 

4 

a 

4-5.8' 

- 

h»7 

4 

2.7 

4 

.2 

-  a 

No rfolk 

- 

.9 

4 

1.3 

a 

4 

a 

+  8.1+ 

- 

5.9 

- 

.3 

4 

a 

-  .u 

Ri chmond 

- 

.2 

4 

.2 

.3 

Jr 

.2 

+  9.1+ 

- 

5.0 

4 

l.U 

- 

a 

+  .6 

Savannah 

4 

a 

Y 

.2 

0 

- 

,2 

+  6.U 

- 

1.3 

- 

.2 

4 

a 

+  .U 

Washington,D.C. 

0 

0 

|  4 

.5 

4- 

a 

+  6.6 

- 

2.0 

- 

.2 

0 

-  .2 

7\rin  s  t  on-  S  a  1  em 

.2 

0 

i  _ 

a 

4 

a 

*  5*5 

- 

1.1 

- 

mk 

4 

.8 

-  a 

East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 

+ 

1a 

4 

1.2 

- 

.6 

4 

a 

+12.5 

1.0 

0 

.2 

0 

Jackson 

- 

l.a 

- 

2.0 

>  - 

2a 

- 

0 

• 

+  4.3 

- 

1+.8 

- 

.2 

- 

.8 

-  1.3 

Knoxville 

4 

ia 

4 

**» 

O 

4 

.2 

4 

a 

+  5.1 

4 

2 ,6 

0 

- 

-7 

a 

+  a 

Louisville 

4 

a 

0 

0 

4 

a 

*  7.9 

- 

2.3 

- 

.2 

0 

0 

Memphi s 

4 

a 

4 

*3 

- 

.3 

4 

a 

+  6.9 

- 

1.5 

- 

.3 

A 

nr 

.2 

+  .8 

Mobile 

- 

1.2 

4 

p 

.5 

4 

.5 

+  4.8 

- 

6.8 

4- 

V 

•  / 

4 

.3 

0 

West  South  Central: 

Dalla  s 

- 

.h 

0- 

_ 

.7 

- 

a 

+  6.7 

- 

2.5 

4* 

.8 

- 

.8 

+  .5 

Houston 

4 

1.8 

4 

.9 

4 

1.9 

4- 

•6 

+10.9 

4- 

1.9 

4 

.6 

- 

.2 

+  1.7 

Little  Rock 

- 

1.9 

4 

.3 

- 

.7 

4 

a 

•  +  6.0 

- 

8.9 

0 

4 

.3 

0 

New  Orleans 

- 

1.0 

4 

a 

- 

1.0 

0 

-  +  5.1 

- 

1+.3 

- 

.3 

4 

.1 

+  .2 

Mountain: 

Butte 

- 

.9 

0 

- 

1.3 

4 

h.6 

+  6J4 

- 

5.7 

4 

•  / 

0 

-  1.3 

Denver 

4 

.2 

- 

.1 

- 

a 

4- 

.2 

+  6.i+ 

- 

•  5 

- 

.2 

4 

.k 

+  a 

Salt  Lake  City 

- 

.6 

4 

•1 

- 

3.0 

4 

a 

+  5*7 

mm 

1.5 

4 

a 

+ 

.2 

-  3.U 

Pacific : 

V 

Los  Angeles 

4 

.5 

0 

- 

.8 

- 

a 

+  h*3 

4 

.8 

4 

•  <- 

4 

a 

+  .3 

Portland,  Oreg. 

4 

a 

4 

-1 

- 

.2 

0 

+  4.6 

- 

1.1 

- 

a 

4 

,6 

-  .2 

San  Francisco 

4 

l.S 

4 

•41 

•2I 

J 

- 

a 

4* 

a 

+  6.7 

4 

h.h 

- 

.3 

4 

.6 

+  a 

Seattle 

4 

1.9 

4 

• 

a 

0 

+  6.3 

4- 

5.8 

i 

- 

4 

a 

4 

.7 

-  .2 

Table  7  -  A\sr?f,e  Retail  Prices  of  Foots  in  La rge  Cities  oombaued 


Commodi  ty 


Average 

Prices 


CEREALS  AND  BAKERY '.PRODUCTS 
Cereal s : 

‘  Flour  ,  wheat 
Macaroni 
♦Wheat  cereal 
Corn,  flakes  __ 

Oort  meal 
♦Rice 

Rolled  oats 
♦  FI  o’u  r ,  p  a'h  c  ak  e 
Bake  r r  pro  d'u cts : 

Bread,  white 
Bread,  whole  wheat 
Bread,  rye 
Vanilla  cookies 
.  Soda  crackers 


10  lb. 

'  lb/ 
28  oz.‘ 
8  oz..‘ 
lb.' 

ti  . 
tt  * 

20'  oz.' 
lb. 

it 
tt 
tt 

tt  - 


MEATS: 

Beef: 

Round  steal 
Rib  roast 
Chuck  roast 
♦Stew  meat 
Liver 
Hambur ger 

Veal : 

Cutlets 

♦Roast,  boned  &  rolled 
Pork: 

Chops.. 

Bacon,  .sliced 
Ham,  sliced 
Ham,  whole 
Salt  pork 
♦Liver 
♦  Sausage' 

♦Bologna,  big 

Lamb : 

Leg 


Rib  chops 


lb. 

tt 

it 

tt  ■ 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tr 

tt 

tt 

it 

tt 


Cents 


62.1 

15.7 

'23.3 

6.6 

5.9 

12.7 

O  r-t 

o .  / 

10.6 

8.9 
9-7 
10.1 

28.8 
18.5 


Ui.5 

33.8 

29.0 

?  0.9 ' 

36.5 

28.5' 

U5.8 

35.2 

77  o 

42.0 

52.2 


36.0 

22.7' 

22.2 

38.2 

38*5 

80.2 

46.0 


Percent  Change 


AugT  TT'.^eptT  T9*TTav~l2 
196.3  toi  1982  to  :  1962  to 
Sept.  l6:  Sept. lit 

19I43 1963 


itr 


S dpt. 14 

1943  3/ 


+  -5 
0 

-  :..b 
0  - 
+  1.7* 
0  ■'* 
0  • 
0 


+  .2 

-  .2 


»  o  an  • 

i  1981  to 

:  sept.ili 

:  1983 


Tug •  15“ 
1939  to 
Sept,  II4. 

1983 


+  li+.U: 

+  n.3: 

-  2.9: 

-  5.  l\ 

18.0: 

•1.6'i 

°z  i 

I/: 


+ 

+ 


+ 

+ 


+ 

+ 


20.3 

10.6 

•3.3 

8.3 
25.5 

3.3 

1.2 

■  l/ 


+  50.0. 
+  13.8 

-  .9 

-  *  7.0. 

+’  80.5 
+  60 .8 
+  22.5 


1/ 


0  • 

+  ,2.3: 

+  .  2.3  : 

+ 

18.1 

-  1.0 

+  2.1: 

+  2.1  : 

+ 

H.5 

0 

+  8.1: 

+  8.1  • 

+ 

12.2 

+  %3 

+  6.7: 

+  U.O  ; 

+ 

18.7 

0 

+  n.ifi 

1 

_  « 

• 

1 

+  12.-8  : 

: 

1 

1 

+ 

23  *3  • 

-  .7 

1 

..  * 

1 

-  6.1; 

t 

t 

.1 

-  •  6.1  : 

+ 

7.5 

0 

-  2.6: 

.6: 

+ 

7 .3 

-1*0 

-  3.3! 

+ 

15;*1 

0 

1/ ; 

1/  : 

7/ 

-  *5 

T/  : 

T/  : 

*T/ 

0  • 

T/- 

-T/  ; 

/  ,  1 

1/ 

-  .2 

-  16. 6i 

-  146  i 

+ 

1.; 

+  .9 

1/ ; 

1 

1/  : 

’ a 

1/ 

0 

« 

-  12.1: 

-•12.3  i 

+ 

30.2 

r- 

—  O 

+  2.7: 

+■  o.9  : 

+ 

39.5 

-  .8 

-  12.8! 

-  11.2  • 

+ 

15.7 

0 

6.0: 

-  8.6.| 

+ 

37  .u 

-  -.1+ 

-  *8.6: 

-  5 .4; 

+ 

35.9 

0  '• 

1/ : 

•  1/  : 

1/ 

-  *3 

1/  ! 

.  '  1/  i 

1/ 

0 

V  \ 

t 

.  '  1/  : 

1/ 

6.1; 

2.3; 


+ 

+ 


18.9 

11.8 


+  88.6 

+  31.8 


+ 

+ 


M7  r- 

/b.9- 

12.1 

3.7 

5.7 
1+7.5 
69.3 
22.5 


1/ 


+••  li|.l 
+  10.2 
+  9.8 

:  2/ 

2-5.0 


+  l8.0 
+  17.0 
+  28.9 
•1/ 
"1/ 
1/ 

+  v.8 

/ 

V 

+  22.7 
+  38.2 
+  12.5 
+• 31.8 
+  87.8 
1/ 
7/ 
1/ 

+  85.7 
+  25.3 


NOTE: 

* 

1/ 

2/ 

37 


Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  1983  and  on  56  citi 
combined  from  January  1983  to  date. 

Not  included  in  the  index. 

Priced  for  first  time  in  February  1943* 

Not  available. 

Computed  from  average  prices  adjusted  for  comparability. 


Table  7  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont'd) 


Commodity 


Average 

Prices 


MEATS:  (Continued) 

Poultry: 

-  Roa-sting  chickens  2/  lb. 
Fish:  *  "" 

Fish  (fresh .frozen)  2/  M 
Salmon,  pink  16  ozT  can 
♦Salmon,  red-  w 


DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

Butter 
Cheese 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered)  qt. 
Milk,  fresh  (grocery) 

Milk,  fresh  (average) 

Milk,  evaporated  ll+go z .  can? 

EGGS : 


lb. 


u 

n 


Cents 


W+,5 

l/- 

“23.6 

1+1,7 


50.5 
37.0 

15.5 

lU.lt 

13.1 

10.1 


Percent  Change 


"SugT  17  .Sept.  15.  May  12  •  Jan .  ll+"  ;Aug.  I5 

19U3  to  ’I9I+2  to  *  191+2  to  •  19ljl  to  •  1939  to 

Sept , ll+  jSept,  ll+:  Sept. li+i Sept.  ll+ : Sept .  ll+ 

19U3  3/;  1943  j  191+3  :  191+3  i  19U3 


+  .2  :  +  10.3  i'  +  30.1  ;  +  51.7  ;  +  55.9 


+  3.6 

0  ‘ 

0  ■ 


+  26.8  :  + 

+  8.3  i  + 
+  2.7  :  + 


1+6.1+ 

6.3 

1+.2 


0 

0 

0 

0 


*2  ; 


+ 

+ 


.2 

7.9 

3.3 

6.7 

'l+.i 

13.5 


+ 

+ 


10.5  : 
8.8  : 
i+.o  ; 
6.7  : 
1+.9  : 
16.1  : 


+  80.8  ; 
+  50.3  : 
+  56.0  ; 


+  32.9  : 

*  37.0  ; 

+  19.2  : 
+  21,0  : 

*  18.9  : 
+  U2.3  i 


+113.1+ 
+  8I+.I+ 
+  80,3 


+  6I+.5 
+  1+9.8 
+  29.2 
+  30.9 
+  29.1 
+  50,7 


. 

Eggs,  fresh  2/ 

doz. 

' 

! 

i 

62.-7 

•  +  6.0 

;  +  11+.1+  ;  + 

>  1 

• 

53.8  i 

« 

+  82,2  : 

+  95.7 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables 
Fresh  fruits': 

Apples  lb. 

1 

r 

: 

j 

10.7 

-  5.3 

•  * 

1  | 

1  '  , 

l  , 

*  » 

*  4 

*  • 

*  1 

!  +  72.6 !  + 

* 

• 

« 

1 

« 

« 

» 

1 

i+2.7 ; 

• 

« 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

+105.8  ; 

+1U3.2 

Bananas^ 

11 

12.3 

+  1.7 

i  +  19.I+ i  + 

2.5  : 

+  86.1+  : 

+101.6 

Oranges 

doz , 

51.8 

+  1,8 

i  +  32.5;  + 

65.0  i 

+  89.7  ! 

+  61+ .1+ 

* Grapefruit 

ea , 

10.1 

••9.8 

;  +  7.1+-  + 

60.3  ; 

3/  i 

1 

1 

+  9.3  i 

3/ 

+112.5 

Fresh  vegetable's: 
Beans,  gheen 

.  lb. 

15.3 

+10.9 

»  ! 

1  1 

:  +  31.9:  + 

« 

1I+.2  • 

Cabbage 

1+.9 

0 

:  +  25.6;  + 

8.9 ; 

+  l+l+.i  i 

+  25.6 

Carrots 

'bunch 

9.0 

+11,1 

:  +  30.lv  + 

36,1+ : 

+  50,0  : 

+  95.7 

, Lettuce 

head 

13.1 

+  if. 8 

:  +  1+.8:  + 

1+2.1+ ; 

*  56.0 : 

+  56.0 

Onions 

lb. 

7.3 

-  7.6 

*  +62.2;  + 

7.1+  ; 

+102.8  ; 

+102.8 

.  Potatoes 

15  lb. 

60,6 

-  5.9 

i  +  25.5*  + 

1U.3  ■ 

+107.5: 

+  76.2 

Spinach  , 

lb. 

1 

12.5 

-  5.-3 

:  +  16,8*  +  68,9  : 

+  71.2  : 

+  60.3 

.  ^  Sweetpotatoes 

n 

10.2 

-22.17 

+  59*!+:  + 

88.9  ! 

+iol+,o : 

+  85.5 

♦Beets-  - 

bunch 

‘  8.3 

+  1.2 

Vi 

V  i 

V 

1 

$ 

v 

Canned  fruits  and  vegetable 

s 

V 

» 

1 

1 

4 

Canned  fruits: 
Peaches  ^ 

i 

{ 

,;2g-  carl 

26.7 

-  .1+ 

1 

+  11,2*  + 

« 

lit. 6 

,4 

% 

+  61,8 : 

+  56.1 

Pineapple 

n 

28.0 

-  .1+ 

-  l.i;  + 

3*3  i 

+  314-.0: 

+  33.3 

Grapefruit  juice 

jr2  can 

Ih.k 

j 

+  .7 

+  16  •  1 j  + 

f 

1+6,9; 

1 

3/  : 

♦ 

3/ 

NOTE:  Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  191+3  and  on  56  cities 
combined  from  January  I9I+3  to  date. 

*  Not  included  in  the  index, 

1/  Composite  price  not  computed, 

Vt  Percentage  change  computed  on  the  index, 

V  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  I9I+I. 

1+/  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  191+3. 

Jj/  Computed  from  average  prices  adjusted  for  comparability. 


Table  7  **  Average  Retail  Prices  of 


Commodity 


Average 

Prices 

1  Cents 


FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: ( Oont’d) 
Canned  vegetables:' 

Beans,  green  #2  can 

Corn  *  .  M 

Peas  ” 

Tomatoes  M 

♦Soup,  vegetable  lloz,  can 
Dried  fruits  and  vegetables 
Dried  fruits:-  *  » 

Prunes  ■  .lb-. 

Dried  vegetables: 

Na.'vy  beans  .lb, 

♦Soup,  dehydrated 

chicken  noodle  oz. 


1U.6 

lU.o 
ih.k 
12.5 
12.8  . 


i  6.5 
10.2 

3-7 


BEVERAGES : 
Coffee 
Tea 

♦Cocoa 


lb, 
i  lb. 

I  lb. 


30.0 

23.5 

9.1 


FATS  AND  OILS:  •  '  —  * 

Lard  '  *  -lb. 

Shortening  other  than  lard: 

In  cartons  lb. 

In  other  containers  • ’* 

Salad  dressing  '  .  £>t. 

Oleomargarine-  *  •  lb. 

Peanut  butter 

♦Oil,  cooking  or  salad  pt. 

v  p 

»  1 


18.9 

20,0 
.2U.B 
-2P. 3 

.24.0 

.33.il 

,30.5 


f 

1 

I 


SUGAR  AND  SWEETS:  ' 
Sugar 

Corn  sirup 
♦Molasses 
♦Apple  butter 


-lb. 
2k  oz. 
18  oz. 
16  oz. 


6.8 

15.9 

15.9 

13.2 


* 


Foods  in.  Large  Cities  Combined  (Contrd)‘ 


Percent  Change 


Aug.  17 

19U3  to 
Sept  .II4. 

19 43  3/ 

Sept,  15 
191.2  to 
Sept.  Ik 

19U3 

May  it 

19^2  to 
Sept  .11+ 

19U3 

Jan,  1I+- 

19U1  to 
Sept.  l!+ 

19U3 

Aug.  1$ 

1939  to 

Sept.  ll+ 

19U3 

0 

4  6.6 

4 

kr.3 

4  46.O 

4  [;6,0 

0 

+  .5,3 

4 

7  «7 

+  30.8 

+  346 

-  .7 

-  i.u 

- 

8.9 

4  9.1 

+  5*9 

0 

+  7.9 

4 

3.3 

4  Ij.8,8 

+  45.3 

'  0 

1/ 

y 

1/ 

y 

V 

0. 

4  11,5 

4» 

34 1 

4  71.9 

.  87.5 

-  1.0 

4  12,1 

4 

13.3 

4  56.9 

+  75.9 

0 

1  1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

-  *3 

+  4-5 

« 

4 

3.8 

+  4,9 

+  34.5 

*  . k 

+  U.9 

4 

k.  9 

4  33.5 

+  36.6 

+  1.1 

-  10,8 

— 

10.8 

0 

+  5.8 

'  p ; 

+  •  9.2 

4 

5.6 

+103.2 

+  90,9 

+  .5 

4'  2.6 

4 

1.0 

+  77.0 

+  70.9 

- 

4  1.6 

0* 

3.9 

+  35.5 

+  22.8 

.0  " 

+  *U 

«p* 

•k 

+  25.9 

2/ 

0 

4  7.1 

4 

7.1 

♦  53.8 

+  43.5 

+  .3 

4'20.1 

4 

242 

4  86,6 

86 .6 

0 

1/ 

y 

1/ 

y 

q 

-  1.4 

1.1+ 

+  33.3 

+  30.8 

4  5.3 

4 

7fh 

•4  16.9 

+ 16.1 

0 

*  6,7 

4 

9.7 

4  16.7 

+ 16.9 

-  ,8 

y 

y 

y 

y 

NOTE:  Data  are  based  on  51  citj.es  combined,  prior ‘ to  1914-3  and  on  56  cities 
combined,  from  January  19'U3  to  date. 

♦  Not  included  in  the  index, 

l/  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  19U3* 

V  Not  available, 

5/  Computed  from  average  prices  adjusted  for  comparability. 


Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  l/ 

Table  8  -  Indexes  and  Percent  Change  from  August  1939 
1  and  Other  Specified  Periods 


Region  and  City 


'ISept.14 


ep 

2/1943 


United  States 


New  England^ 
Boston 
Bridgeport 
Pall  River 
Manchester 
New  Haven 
Port  land.  Me, 
Providence 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 
Newark 
■  .New  York’ 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Rochester  f 

Scranton  ] 

.  * 

East  North  Central : 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Columbus, Ohio 
Detroit  ^ 

Indianapolis  j 
Mi  lwaukee 
Peoria 
Springfield, III 


131.0 
136.0 
133  .4 
133.9 
136.6 
132 .7 
133.5 


137.3 
139.6 
138.1+ 
135.2 
137  .4 

132.1 

137.2 


137.0 

136.2 

,U|.3.9 

.130,9 

133.6 

134.6 

133.6 
11+0.6 
11+1.6 


West  Ncith ‘Central: 

Cedar  Rapids  1+/  136 il 
Kansas  City  132.6 

Mi'.m  eap  oils  130  *1+ 

Omaha  "  13 1.6 

St.  Louis  >  139.1 

St*.  Paul  .  128.7' 

m Chiba  V  i  1I46.8 


Indexes,  1935-39=100 

ept  .T5 


Aug. 17 

I9U3 


131.1 

135.2 


13U.0 

133.7 

136.7 
•133.6 
135.0’ 


3+37.9- 
139.0 
137.2 
1-35.3 
137.8 
133.1 
137.5 


136  .1+ 

137.6 
12+5.2 

131.6 

134.8 

135.1 
1-34.4 

141.2 
142.1 


138.0 

131.7 
130.4 

130.8 

140.2 

126.9 

146.2 


V  Aggregate  costs  of  61  foods 


1942 


•  126.6 


121+ .1+ 

127 . 1 

125.7 

126.8 

126.2 
125.8 
'126  v3 


127.6 
128.0 
125.2 
.123.9 
125.9 
125.2 

125.6 


124.9 

126.9 
127.3 
119.6* 
121+.? 
127.1 
121.0 


Jbn,  ii+ 

1941 


95.2 

96.5 

97.5 

96.6 

95.7 

95.3 

96.3 


TOO. 2 
'98.8 
"99.5 
95.0 
'  98.0 
'  99.9 
97.5 


98.2 

96.5 

99.2. 

93.U 

97.0 

98.2 

95.9 


Aug. 15 

'  1939 


93.5 


93.5 
93.2 
95 .1+ 

94.9 
93-7 

95.9 
93.7 


•94.5 

•95.6 

95.8 

93.0 

92.5 

92.3 

92.1 


92.3 

90.4 

93.6 

88.1 

90.6 
90.7 
91.1 


Aug.  17 

1943 

ta 
Sept  .11+ 

1943 


Percent  Change 

Jan.  I4 


+  0.1 


-  .1 
+  .6 

-  .4 

+  .1 

*  .1 

-  .7 

♦  .4 


•4 

+  #4 
.9 

-  a 

-  .3 

-  .8 
-  .2 


+  .4 

-  1.0 

-  .9 

-  .5 


.9 

.4' 

.6 


130.7  ; 

99.0 

95 .4 

- 

.4 

+  7.6 

+1+2.0 

+50.5 

130.2  ; 

96.2 

9+.1 

— 

.<+ 

+  8.8 

+1+7.2 

+50.5 

121.2  i 

95.9 

«»«■» 

— • 

+12.3 

+1+1.9 

120.7  j 

92  .2+ 

91.5 

.7 

+  9.9 

+1+3.5 

+44.9 

183 .3  ! 

99.0 

95.0 

0 

+  5.8 

+31.7 

+37.3 

123.2  : 

97.9 

92.3 

.  .6 

+  6.8 

+31+ .1+ 

+42.6 

126.7  : 

99.2 

93.8 

«• 

.8 

+  9.8 

+40.2 

+1+8.3 

120.8  ; 

98.6 

9h.3 

- 

.2 

+  6.5 

+30.5 

+36.5 

132.0  : 

97.2 

-► 

•  .4 

+11.2 ; 

+51.0- 

— 

Sept ,15 

1942  ' 

to 
Sept.ll). 

1943 


+  8.5 


+  5.3 
+  7.0 
♦  6.1 

♦  .5.6 

+  8.2 

♦  5.5 

♦  7.3 


+  7.6 
*  9.1 
+10.5 
+  9.1 
+  9.1 
+  5.5 
+  9.2 


+  9.7 
+  7.3 
♦13.0 
+  9.4 
+  7.1 
*  5.9 

+10.4 


1941^ 

to 
Sept.ll+ 

1943 


+40.5 


*37 .6 
+40.9 
+36.8 
+38.6 
+42.7 
+39.2 
+40.7 


+37.0 

+41.3 

+39.1 

+42  o  3 

+40.2 

*32.2 

+40.7 


*39.5 

+41.1 

+45.1 

+4oa 

+37.7 

+37.1 

+39.3 


Aug.  15  ’ 

1939 

to 

Sept .14 

1943 


+47.0 


+4o  a 

+45.9 

+39.8 

+41.1 

+45.8 

+38.4 

+44.6 


+45.3 

+46,0 

+44.5 

+45.4 

+48.5 

+43.1 

+49.0 


+48.4 

+50.7 

+53.7 

+48.6 

+47.5 

+48.4 

+46.7 


2/ 

V 

V 


weighted  to  repre  sent' total  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower— 
salaried  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights.  Primary  use  is  for  timepto-time  comparisons  rather  than 
pla ce-to-pla ce  comparisons,  ’ 

Preliminary,  * 

Revised,  *  ■  «  , 

Indexes  based  on  June  1940  equals  100,  . .  • 


Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  l/  (Cont’d) 


Table  8  - 


Region  and  City 


South  Atlantic: 
Atlanta 
Baltimore 
Charleston, 3. C, 
Jacksonville 
Norfolk  5/ 
Richmond*" 
Saxrannah 


Indexes  and 
and  Othe 
Indexs 


Sept.m.  Aug,  17  ; 

2/1913  i  19U5  ; 


Percent  Change  from 
Specified  Periods 

s7'l955-593r100 


August  I939 


Sept .  15  ;  Jan .  l.b  ; Aug .  15 
191+2  :  191+1  :  1339 


7* 


152.5 

;ashin gton  ,D.Cj  138,5 
Winston-Salem  4/ 138.6 


East  South  Central; 
Birmingham 
Jackson  4/ 
Knoxville"  4/ 
Loui sville~ 
Memphis 
Mobile 


139.9 

ii+5.3 

136.4 

150.0 

11+9.7 

136.7 


West  South  Central:; 
Dallas 
Houston 
Little  Rock 
New  Orleans 

r 

Mountain:  j 

Butte  t 

Denver 

Salt  Lake  Cityj 

j 

Pacific;  j 

t 

Los  Angeles 
Portland,Oreg. 
San  Francisco 
Seattle 


142.9 
148.7 

157.9 

134.9 
148.2 

147.9 


134.3 

138.7 
135.0 

151.7 


136.0 

134.8 

138.6 


141.81 
144.8  i 
139.9! 

142.4 : 


Percent 


Aug . 

1913 

to 

Sept. 

1943 


Change 

o 


17 ;  S  ept ..  15  '•  J  an  .  lip 

:  1942  i  1941  : 

•  to  :  to  • 

14:  Sept.  14:  Sept.  14: 

i  1943  i  1943  i 


Aug.  15 

1939 

to 

Sept .14 
1943 


139.2 

125.9 

Q),  3 

*  3*4  *  > 

■  92.5 

+ 

•  5 

li+5.2 

131.2 

:  97.9 

:  91.7 

4 

1 

.1  : 

136.5 

126.6 

:  95.9 

i  95.1 

•• 

.1  i 

150.9 

131.2 

i  98.8. 

i  95. 8 

- 

.6  : 

151.1 

131.9 

'  95.3 

:  93.6 

.9 

137.0 

126.2 

:  93.7 

:  92.2 

.2  i 

152.!+ 

133.3 

•  100.5 

96.7 

+ 

.1  ;• 

138.5 

128.1 

:  97.7 

91.1 

1 

I 

0  : 

138.5 

119.3 

93.7 

1 

1 

1 

1  ^ 

i 

% 

# 

+ 

.2  : 

» 

t 

141.3 

125.3 

« 

96.0 

90.? 

1.1  ! 

451.5 

141.0 

i 105.3 

1.8  : 

156.2 

134.2 

:  ay  ■) 

; .  yf • 1 

-  - 

+ 

l.i  i 

131.7 

124.2 

;  qc  c 
;  •  5s  O 

92.1. 

4 

.1  •' 

148.0 

129.7 

91.2  ; 

89.7 

4 

.1  : 

U+9.7 

133.9 

:  97.9  : 
•  * 

•  , 

95.5 

•m 

$ 

1  O  * 

^  * 

* 

• 

135.1+ 

123.7 

. 

92.6  : 

91.7 

.+  i 

136.2 

130.8 

102.6  ; 

97.8 

4 

1.8  : 

137.6 

129.2 

95.6  ; 

91.0 

1  *0  • 

153.3 

135.9 

« 

101.9  : 

*  1 

• 

97.6 

- 

1.0  ■ 

* 

* 

137.2 

• 

121.6 ; 

> 

98.7  i 

91.1 

.9  : 

131.5 

126.8  : 

91.8  \ 

92.7 

4 

.2  i 

139.5  : 

1 

« 

130.1  : 
* 

> 

97.5  j 

l 

94.6 

- 

.6  i 

1 

« 

» 

n+i.i  i 

1 

1 

137.9  j 

• 

101.8  ! 

94.6 

+ 

• 

.5  i 

144.7  ; 

141.2  : 

101.7  ; 

96.1 

+ 

.1  : 

137.3  ! 

133.5  : 

99.6  : 

93.8 

4 

1.9  ; 

139. 3  ; 

137.3  ; 

101.0  ; 

91.5 

+ 

1.9  : 

+11.1 

+10.7 

+  7.7 

+11,8 

+13.5 
+  8.3 
+14.4 
+  8.1 

+15.7 


+14.0 

+  5.5 

+17.7 

+  8.6 

+14.3 

+10.5 


;  +48.4 
:  +48.4 
i  +42.2 

:  +51.8 
:  +56.3 
:  +45.9 

i  +51.7 

:  +41.8 
:  +47.9 


+48.9 

+41.2 

+6)2.6 

+41.3 

+57-3 

+51.1 


+  9.0  ; 
+  6,0  ; 

+  4.5  i 
+11.6  : 


*  9.1  • 
+  6.3  : 
+  6.5  : 


+45.6 

*35.2 

+4i.2 

+43.9 


+37 .8 
+42.2 
+42.2 


+  2.8;  +39.3 
+  2,5 :  +42.4 
+  4.8  i  +40.5 
+  3.7  :  +4i.o 


+51.2 
-+53 .4 
+43*4 
+96.6 

*J59.9 

+48.3 

+57.7 

+47.2 


+57.6 


+46.5 

+65.2 

+54.9 


+47 .0 
+41.8 
+43-6 
+55.4 


+44.5 
+45 .4 

+46.5 


+49.9 

+50.7 

+49.1 

+50.7 


1/  Aggregate  costs  of  6l  foods  (54  foods  prior  to  March  1943)  in  each  city. 

weighted  to  represent  total  purchases,  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower- 
salaried  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the.  United  States  with  the  use  of 

population  weights.  Primary  use  is  for  time-to-time  comparisons  rather  than 
place-to-ple.ce  comparisons, 

2/  Preliminary, 

3/  Revised. 

4/  Indexes  based  on  June  I94O  equals  10Q, 

W  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News. 


For  release 

Tuesday,  November  23,  1943 

3  3$ 

Un  life 

Prices  and  Cost  of  Living  Branch 

COST  OF  LIVING-  AND  ENTAIL  COSTS  OF  POOD 

* 

October  1943 

Retail  prices  as  measured  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics1  cost  of  living 
index  for  large  cities  rose  0.4  percent  from  mid-September  to  mid-October,  due 
largely  to  increases  in  the  price  of  eggs,  clothing,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and 
services,  Secretary  of  Labor  Perkins  reuorted  today.  "An  increase  of  0.6  percent 
in  food  prices  over  the  month  was  due  largely  to  a  7  percent  seasonal  rise  for 

i n  sKe  said.  ’’Current  OPA  regulations  provide  for  lower  egg  prices  from 
November  8  on,  with  continuing  decreases  until  early  in  March.  In  the  aggregate 
the  cost  of  all  other  foods  was  unchanged  between  September  14  and  October  19. 
xhere  were  further  advances  in  prices  for  some  housefurnishings ,  In  New  York  and 
Seattle,  there  were  adjustments  to  higher  ceiling  prices  for  coal. 

”xhis  increase  brings  the  rise  in  retail  prices  in  the  two  months  between 
August  15  and  October  15  to  0.8  percent,  as  compared  with  a  drop  of  1.4  percent 
from  the  middle  of  Hay  to  the  middle  of  August.  On  October  15," the  index  of 
living  costs  stood  at  124.4  as  compared  with  100  in  the  average  for  the  years, 
1935—39,  0.6  percent  below  the  level  of  fey  15,  1943,  before  prices  of  butter 
and  meat  were  lowered  by  the  subsidy.  The  index  is  now  5*6  uercent  higher  than 
September  of  last  year,  7.2  percent  higher  than  in  May,  1942,  and  23.4  uercent 
above  the  level  of  January,  1941,  the  base  date  of  the  Little  Steel  formula. 

’’There  was  a  considerable  variation  in  the  changes  in  different  cities  over 
the  month,  lotal  living  costs  in  Birmingham  declined  0.2  percent  and  in  San 
Francisco  rose  1  percent.  The  range  of  changes  in  food  costs  wa.s  from  a  decrease 
of  .2,6  percent  in  Memphis  to  an  increase  of  1.8  percent  in  San  Francisco,  while 
total  clothing  costs  were  unchanged  in  Detroit  and  Philadelphia  and  rose  1.2 
percent  in  San  Francisco.  The  index  for  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  showed 
no  change  in  four  cities  and  advanced  1.3  percent  in  Kansas  City. 

’’Meats  and  fish  rose  of  one  percent  as  fresh  and  frozen  fish  prices  in¬ 
creased  over  4  percent,  and  beef  edged  up  slightly.  Increased  marketing  of  hogs 
brought  prices  of  all  the  pork  cuts  included  in  the  index  down  slightly,  except 
sa.lt  pork.  A  fractional  decline  was  reported  for  roasting  chickens. 

« 

^Prices  of  potatoes  rose  in  21  of  the  5S  cities,  resulting  in  a  small  in¬ 
crease  in  the  over-all  average  and  reversing  the  usual  seasonal  trend.  Prices 
of  cabbage,  onions,  spinach,  and  sweetpo ta toes  followed  the  usual  patterns,  with 
decreases  ranging  from  6.1  percent  for  cabbage  to  19.2  percent  for  spinach. 

Carrots  rose  more  than  usua.l  at  this  time  of  year  (6.7  percent),  while  fresh  apulc 
declined  by  0,°  uercent.  The  supply  of  oranges  in  retail  markets  was  smaller 

m  October  than  in  Seutember,  but  the  average  price  remained  unchanged  over  the 
month. 


* 
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"Higher  retail  prices  for  ready-to-wear  articles  allowed  under  the  'cost 
plus  margin*  regulations  are  reflected  in  higher  clothing  costs  for  October. 
Almost  all  the  types  of  clothing  which  are  priced  for  the  index  were  higher. 

"Costs  of  miscellaneous,  goods  and  services  rose  C.p  percent  from  September 
15  to  October' lp.  Increases  were  reported. in  medical  services,  such  as  charges 
for  hospital  care,  obstetrical  services,  and  prescriptions  for  medicine.  Laundry 
prices  and  motion ; picture  admissions  continued  to  advance.1' 


’.Cable  1. 


Report  for  October  15,  1943 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LAR&E  CITIES 


Indexes,  1935-  39  *  100* 


Date 

All 

items 

Food  Cltthing 

Fuel,  House- 

electricity  furnish- 
Rent  and  ice  ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

1939; 

August  15 

98.6 

93.5 

100.3 

104.3 

97.5 

100.6 

100.4 

1941: 

January  15 

100.8 

97.8 

100.7 

105.0 

100.8 

100.1 

101.9 

1942: 

May  15 

116.0 

121.6 

126.2 

109.9 

104.9 

122.2 

110.9 

Sentembdr  15 

117.8 

126.6 

125.8 

108.0 

106.2 

123.6 

111.4 

October  15 

119.0 

129.6 

125,9 

108.0 

106.2 

123.6 

111.8 

1943: 

September  15 

123.9 

137.4 

132.5 

108.0 

107.7 

126.3 

117.0 

October  15 

124.4 

138.2 

133.0 

1/ 

107.9 

126.5 

117,6 

Table  la 

*  # 

PERCENT 

OF  CHANGE 

Date 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

2/ 

Rent 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

House- 

furnish- 

. ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

September  15,  1943  to 
October  15,  1943 

+0.4 

+0.6 

40.4 

1/ 

• . 

+0 . 2 

» 

+0.2 

+0.5 

October  15,  1942  to 
October  15,  1943 

t 

+4.5 

+6.6 

+5.6 

0 

+1.6 

+2.3 

+5 . 2 

September  15,  1942  to 

October  15,  1943 

+5.6 

+9.2 

+5.7 

0 

+1 , 6 

+2.3 

+5.6 

May  15,  1942  t# 

October  15,  1943 

+7,2 

♦13*7 

+5,4 

-1.7 

+2 . 9 

+3.5 

+6.0 

January  15,  1941  to 
October  15,  1943 

+23,4 

+41.3 

+32,1 

+2,9 

+7.0 

+26,4 

+15.4 

August  15,  1939  te 

October  15,  1943’ 

+26,2 

+47.8 

+32.6 

+3.5 

+10.7 

+25,7 

+17,1 

*  These  indexes  are  based  on  changes  in  the  cest  of  goods  purchased  by  wage  earnerp 


and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities, 

1 /Rents  surveyed  at  quarterly  dates;  March  15,  June  15,  September  15,  December  15, 

£/Cha*ges  through  September  15,  1943, 


Table  2 


Report  for  October  lp*  I9U3 


COST  OF  LIVING  III  LARGE  CITI 


Percent  Change  between  September’ Ip,  19U3  and  October  lp,  19^3  by  Groups  * 


Region  and  City 

4 

.  All 
items 

Food 

Fuel 

*  electricity 
Clothing  and  ice 

House - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

•  # 

Average:'  Large  Cities 

+0.4  V 

4 

+0.-6 

2/  +O.4  3/'  -  +0.2  hj 

» 

+0.2  5/ 

+0.5  2/ 

New  England  : 


W  - - 

Boston 

40.9 

+1.6 

+0-5  •/ 

0 

+0.1 

+0.8 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 

+0.5 

+0.9 

.  +0.2 

0 

-0.1 

+0.5 

New  York 

40. p 

+0.2 

+0.9 

+1.0 

+0.1 

+0,3 

Ph i lade 1 ph i a 

40.7 

+1.1:. 

0 

0 

+0.1 

+0.8 

Pittsburgh 

40.3 

+0.6 

+C.6 

0 

+0.2 

+0,1 

East  North  Central: 

Chicago 

40.1 

-u.p 

+0.2 

0 

0 

+0.7 

Cincinnati 

40.1 

-0.1 

+0.3 

0 

0 

+0.6 

Cleveland 

40.1 

0 

+0.1. 

0 

+0.6 

+0.3 

Detroit 

40.  Jp 

+0.7 

0 

0 

40,6 

+0.6 

Vest  North  Central* 

Kansas  City 

40. U 

0 

+0.3 

0 

0 

+1.3 

Minneapolis 

40.6 

+1.5 

+0.1 

0 

0 

0 

St.  Louis. 

0 

0 

+0.2 

0 

+0.1 

0 

South  Atlantic: 
Baltimore 

+0.6 

+1.2 

+0.2 

4 

0 

+0.1 

+0.3 

’ Savannah 

-0.1 

-0.2 

+0.2 

0 

0 

0 

Washington,  D.  C. 

+0.6. 

+1.2 

+0.1 

0 

0 

+0.3 

East  South* Central : 
Birmingham 

-0.2 

-0.3 

+O.4 

0 

0 . 

0 

Vest  South'  Central : 
Houston 

1 

0 

• 

\ 

-0.2 

+0.1 

0 

0 

+0.1 

Mountain! 

Denver 

HO. 2 

+0.^ 

+0.1 

0 

0  / 

+0.3 

Pacific : 

Los  Angeles 

+0.6 

+1.1 

+0.4 

0 

0 

+0.7 

’ San  Francisco 

+1.0 

+1. 8 

+1.2 

0 

0 

HO. 2 

Seattle 

+0.3 

nog  3 

+0.2 

+0.3 

-HD. 7 

+0.6 

*  These  percent  changes  are  based  on  indexes  ox  the  cost  oi  goods  purchased  by 
wage  earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities, 

l/  Rents  surveyed  at  quarterly  dates,  ] larch  lp,  June  lp,  September  lp  and  December 

15. 

2/  Based  on  data  for  56  cities.  Collected  on  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the 
month . 

3/  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 

77/  Based  on  data  for  3U  cities. 


Table  3 


Report  for  October  15,  1943 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 

Percent  Changes  Since  August  1939,  January  1941  and  Other  Specified  Periods* 

Oct.  15,  1942  Aug.  15,  1939  Jan. 1,  1941  May  15,  1942  Sept. 15, 1942 
City  and  Area  to  t  to  to  to  to 

_ _ Oct.  15  „  1943  Oct.  15.  1943  Oct.  15.  1943  Oct.  15.1943  Oct.  15.1943 

Average:  U.  S. _ 4-4.5  4-26.2 _ 4-23.4  _ +7 . 2 _ ±5»Jg - 


New  England: 


Boston 

Middle  Atlantic: 

4-3.1 

+25.1 

+22.6 

+7.1 

+4.6 

Buffalo 

+3.4 

+28.0 

+23.7 

+4.6 

+4.6 

New  York 

+6.0 

+25.7 

+23.2 

+9.8 

+7.0 

Philadelphia 

+5.C 

+26.4 

+24.6 

+7.8 

+5.7 

Pittsburgh 

+5.1 

+26.8 

+23.3 

+7.8 

+6.2 

East  North  Central: 

Chicago 

+4.1 

+25.4 

+22.3 

+6.3 

+5.5 

Cincinnati 

+3.9 

+27.2 

+24.3- 

+6.8 

+4.9 

Cleveland 

+5.8 

+28.4 

+25.9 

+8.1 

+7.4 

Detroit 

West  North  Central: 

+4,2 

+26.8 

+23.7 

+5.1 

+5.5 

Kansas  City 

+4.6 

+23.5 

+23.8 

+6.7 

+6.2 

Minneapolis 

+3.1 

+22.1 

+19.5 

+5.0 

+4.2 

St.  Louis 

South  Atlantic: 

+4.0 

+25.0 

+21.4 

+6 . 1 

+5.1 

Baltimore 

+5.2 

+28.4 

,  +25  »  8 

+7.2 

+5,8 

Savannah 

+7.1 

+33.3 

+30.6 

+9.5 

+8.4 

Washington,  D.  C. 
East  South  Central: 

+5.5 

'  +26 .  C 

+24.3 

i 

+8.3 

+6.1 

Birmingham 

+6.2 

+29.2 

+25.3 

+7.2' 

+7.2 

West  South  Central: 

Houston 

Mountain: 

+3.8 

+22.4 

+20.9 

+6.1 

+4.5 

Denver 

+3.5 

+23.6 

+21 4  9 

+5.4 

+4.0 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

+2.9 

+25.6 

+23.1 

+6.9 

+3.7 

San  Francisco 

+4.2 

+27.7 

+24.6 

+7.8 

+4.9 

Seattle 

+3 . 4 

+27.8 

4 

+25.6 

+5.8 

+4,5 

*  These  percent  changes  are  "based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by 
wage  earners  and  lower -salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 


Table  4. 


Retjcrt  fer  October  15,  1943 
COST  OP  LIVING  IN  LANGS  CITIES 


Indexes  1935-39  =  100.0* 


Region  and  City 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Fuel , 

electricity 
and.  ice 

House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 

M  i  e  - 
cella-- 

neous 

Average:  Large  C  i  t  i'e  s 

124. 4^/ 

138. 2^ 

'  .133,0^/ 

107,9s7 

126. 5“/ 

117.6-/ 

New  England: 

Lost  on 

121.5 

133,1 

129,5 

'118.4 

121.6 

114.4 

Middle  Atlantic* 

Buffalo 

126.1 

138,5 

132.4 

104.8 

126.7 

122.3 

New  Fork 

124.4 

138.7 

136.4 

111.8 

180.6 

117.4 

Philadelphia 

123.6 

137,1 

131,4 

105.8 

124,7 

116,2 

Pittsburgh 

134,8 

138,2 

141,2 

110,3 

125.7 

115,9 

East  North  Central: 
Chicago 

123* 8  . 

136.6 

188,6 

103,2 

180,9 

116,1 

Cincinnati 

133.8 

136.1 

135.6 

103,8 

131.3 

117.5 

Cleveland 

128, .4 

143.9 

136,3 

113.5 

136.8 

117.7 

Detroit 

124.9 

134.5 

132.4 

108.8 

124,8 

183.2 

Nest  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

121.8 

138,6 

130.8 

108,1 

120.8 

118,7 

Minneapolis 

121,7 

138.3 

129,8 

1-02,5 

125,5 

118,9 

St.  L  oui s 

1  ;3, 6 

139.1 

133.3 

106.2 

117.3 

112,9 

South  Atlantic; 
Baltimore 

126,7 

147.0 

132.6 

1*06 . 8 

130,5 

114,9 

Savannah 

138,4 

153,2 

134.5 

113.5 

121.8 

183 , 8 

Washington,  D.  C. 

124.8 

140,2 

141,2 

106.6 

■132.2 

121.4 

East  South  Central: 
Birmingham 

137,3 

141,8 

133.0  .* 

102.4 

131.8 

117.6 

Nest  South  Central: 

Houston 

123,  3 

138,4 

134.5 

89,2 

1 23'.  2 

118.6 

Mountain: 

Denver 

12i,9 

135.3 

1 86 , 0 

101,3 

122,0 

116,5 

Pacific: 

Los,  Angeles 

136,2 

143.3’ 

134.0 

94,2 

119.1 

120,0 

San  Francisco 

126.8 

148.4 

131.6 

92.1 

118,9 

124,6 

Seattle 

128.2 

143,6 

133,5 

102.7 

122,2 

127.2 

1/ 

2/ 

3/ 

4/ 


These  indexes  are  based  on  the  cost  of  goods  uurchp  sod  by  wage  earners  and  Ifwtr- 
salaried  workers  in  large  cities 

Kents  surveyed  at  quarterly  dates,  Larch  15,  June  15,  September  15,  December  15 
Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth 
Based  on  da.ta.  for  21  cities 
Based  on  data  for  34  cities 


Ihble  5  —  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  Combined,  l/ 


Indexes,  1935“39=100 


„  Commodity  Grouo 

~  l9li T 

1942 

1941 

1937 

2/0c.t.  19 

Sept.  14 

Oct.  13 

Sept.  15 

Jan.  ll[. 

Aug.  15 

All  Foods 

136.2 

137.4 ' 

129.6 

126.6 

97.8 

93.5 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

108.3 

108*2 

105.7 

105.4 

94.9 " 

93.4 

Iviea  ts  * 

. 130.6 

129.9 

131.2 

130.6 

101.1 

95.7 

Beef  and  veal 

119.9- 

118.9 

126.5 

126.0 

109.il 

99.6 

Pork 

113.5 

114.0 

124.4 

124.0 

86.1 

88.0 

Lamb 

134.9 

134.9 

133.0 

133.7 

98.7 

98.8 

Chickens 

147.0 

147.5 

133.0 

13*3.7 

97.2 

94.6 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

216*5" 

206*5 

172.8 

168.2 

118.7 

99.6 

•Dairy -Products 

133.5  . 

3/133.5 

-131.-2 

12-7.7 

105.1 

93.1 

•Eggs  -  *  •  .  . 

190*1 

177.5 

164.-7 

.  155.2 

97.4 

90.7 

Fruits  and  vegetables  , 

166.4 

I67.O 

137  a 

•  129.7 

93.3 

92.4 

Fresh  •"  v 

174.9 

175.8  • 

139  .*3 

130.3 

93.4 

92.8 

Canned 

130.0 

130.6 

125S0 

.  123.8 

91.4 

91.6 

Dried 

161.5 

3/159.6  . 

149.9 

iid3.it 

99.6 

90.3 

Bev'erages 

125.2 

7/125.2 

124.1 

123.8 

90.9 

94.9 

‘  Fats  and  oils 

126.5 

'  126.5 

121-.2 

.  120.7 

80.3 

84.5 

Stfgar  and  Sweets 

126.8 

126.8 

126.9 

127.0 

95.3 

1-"— -  — -  * 

95*6 

i 


Table  5“-^  ““  Percent  "Change  • 


same  time  the  number  of  foods  in  the  index  vr as  increased  from  54  to  6l. 
2/  Preliminary*  3/  Revised. 


Table  6  -  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods 


.  .Per.qent  Change  -  September  I4,  19-4-5  to  October  19,1-9^3 


».  . . 

Cereals 

• 

: 

Fruits 

Fats 

Sugar 

City  and 

All 

and 

Meats 

Dairy 

Esss 

arid 

Bev- •  • 

and 

and  ■ 

Regional  Area 

Feeds 

Bakery 

* 

Products 

Veg. 

ereges 

Oils 

Sweets 

United  States 

■  *  r. 

4 

0,6 

4. 

0.1 

♦  jo. 5 

0.0. 

4 

I — 1 

• 

a- 

-  o.U 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

J\few  Engl arid: 

* 

* 

6.8 

+  U.2 

.6 

Boston 

4 

1 .6 

0 

4  1.0 

-  .2 

1# 

+ 

- 

.3 

•» 

4 

•  1 

Bridgeport 

+ 

.8 

• 

0 

+  .  .3 

+  .2 

4 

2.5 

4  2.U 

.1 

.2 

a 

Fall  River 

+ 

1.3 

- 

.1 

+  -1.7 

-  .1 

+ 

8.6 

4  1,0 

- 

mb 

0 

- 

.2 

•Manchester 

4 

.k 

4 

.3 

+  »  .6 

-  .2 

4 

7.2 

-  .8 

- 

.2 

- 

.3 

- 

1.3 

New  Haven 

+ 

1.5 

4 

.2 

4.1.0 

+  .3 

*  7.0 

+  2.3 

mm- 

.2 

4* 

■ml 

- 

a 

Port  land,  Me. 

1.2 

•  4 

.3 

+  -3.3 

**  .1 

4 

7.7 

-  1.3 

4 

.1 

mm 

mb 

4 

1.5 

Providence 

+ 

1.0 

4 

.1. 

4.1.5 

-  .1 

4 

8.2 

4  mb 

+ 

.2 

;2 

.2 

Middle  Atlantic: 

4 

*  Buffalb 

.9 

4 

.1 

*7 

+  .1 

4 

9.2 

4  2.2 

0 

- 

.3 

- 

.9 

Newark’ 

.9 

.3 

-•1.5 

+  .1 

4 

6.2 

+  3.7- 

4 

.2 

4 

.5 

4 

.2 

New  York 

+ 

.2 

- 

.2 

.1 

4  .1 

4 

7.0 

-  1.3 

- 

.2 

-f 

a 

4 

.2 

Philadelphia 

+ 

l.k 

4 

.2 

4.  1.7 

0  . 

4 

6  mb 

4  1.1+ 

- 

.2 

- 

.6 

- 

.5 

Pittsburgh 

+ 

.6 

4 

.3 

4  .2 

-  .1 

4 

7.3 

-  .1 

- 

a 

a 

— 

.2 

Rochester 

4 

.8 

4 

.2 

+  .3 

4  mb 

4 

8.1 

-  .7 

mm 

.3 

- 

.3 

- 

.5 

Scranton 

4 

1.1 

- 

.5  - 

0 

4  .2 

4 

7.8 

+  2.3 

4 

.1 

— 

.8 

4 

1.5 

East  North  Central: 

Chicago 

- 

.3 

o' 

-  mb 

.3 

"4 

5.8 

-  1.9 

- 

.1  • 

- 

a 

4 

.2 

Cincinnati 

.1 

- 

mb 

*  mb 

4  .1 

4 

8.2 

“  2.3 

— 

.6 

- 

a 

4 

l.b 

Cleveland 

0 

- 

.2 

4  .2 

0 

4 

9.0 

-  2.1 

- 

a 

- 

a 

- 

a 

Cdlumbus,  Ohio 

+ 

.6 

- 

.1 

-'.3 

4  .1 

4 

9.8 

-  2.6 

- 

1 

•  1 

4 

1.3 

4 

1.2 

Detroit 

4 

.7 

0 

+  .2 

-  .1 

+ 

7.0 

4  .5 

4 

.2 

4 

a 

4 

.3 

Indianapolis 

4 

.6 

4 

.3 

4  .8 

O' 

4 

6.9 

-  ••  .8 

0 

- 

mb 

4 

.2 

‘  ’  Milwaukee • 

4 

1.3 

4 

mb* 

4  1.1 

.1 

4 

8.8 

+  1.6 

0 

4 

a 

4 

.8 

Peoria 

+ 

.5 

4 

.2 

4  .8 

4  .1 

4 

7.2 

-  .8 

4 

.2 

4 

.3 

4 

1.0 

'  Springfield,  Ill. 

0 

4 

.k- 

4  .6 

.0 

4 

9.U 

-  2.9 

— 

.5 

• 

•1 

4 

.3 

West  North  Central: 

•  % 

Cedar  Rapids 

+ 

l.h 

4 

.3 

-  .3 

4  5-3 

4 

5.6 

-  .1 

- 

•6 

0 

4 

.2 

"  Kansas  City 

0 

0 

+  .7 

0 

4 

U.6 

-  2.8 

4 

1.3 

4 

mb 

.6 

'  Minneapolis 

4 

1.5 

4 

.1 

4  .1 

4  .1 

4 

8.1* 

4  3.5 

4 

•6 

- 

ml 

.2 

Omaha 

+ 

.7 

4 

.1 

+  .5 

.  0 

4 

5.3 

4  .9 

- 

.U 

- 

ml 

.7 

•  St .  Loui s 

0 

4 

.1 

4  .2 

0 

4 

8.8 

-  2.5 

- 

.2 

- 

.2 

0 

St .  Paul 

+ 

l.h 

4 

.1 

-  .1 

4  .2 

410.2 

4  2.8 

- 

a 

- 

ml 

4 

.2 

Wichita 

.7 

4 

.2 

+  -7 

i 

■1 

Q. 

•r  - 

4 

3.7 

-,5.1 

1 . 

.9 

4 

1 

ml 

.3 

Table  6  -  Retail  Pood  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods,  (ContTd.)  - 


-  1 

•  City  and 

•  Regional  Area 

Percent  Change  - 

September  14, 

1943 

to 

October 

19,1943 

All 

Foods 

Cereals 

and 

Bakery 

Meats 

Dairy 

Products 

Eggs 

Fruits 

and 

Veg. 

Bev¬ 

erages 

Fats 

and 

Oils 

Sugar 

and 

Sweets 

South  Atlantic: 

Atlanta 

+  0.3 

4 

1.9 

+  0  .8 

mm- 

0.1 

+  6.2 

-  3.2 

- 

0.2 

mm 

0.4 

0.0 

Baltimore 

+ 

1.2 

0 

+  1.2 

0 

+  7. h 

+  1.1 

- 

.6 

4 

.2 

—  1.2 

Charleston, S.C. 

+ 

•  5 

0 

+  .8 

4 

.1 

+  7.9 

-  1.0 

4 

.1 

4 

,3 

-  .2 

Jacksonville 

- 

2.1 

4 

.1 

-  1.0 

•m 

,>2 

+  8.8 

-  9.8 

- 

.2 

4 

.1 

0 

Norfolk 

- 

•  9 

- 

.3 

-  .9 

4m 

.9 

+  8.0 

-  U.2 

- 

.2 

4 

.1 

4  .2 

Ri  chmond 

+ 

.3 

1 

0 

+  .7 

mm 

.5 

+  7*6 

-  3.0 

- 

.2 

4 

.1 

0 

Savannah 

- 

.2 

4 

•  9. 

*  .6 

- 

.6 

4  5,5 

-  3.5 

- 

.1 

+ 

.5 

-  1.3 

W  a  sh ingt on , D . C • 

4 

1.2 

4 

.1 

+  li.2 

- 

.1 

+  7.3 

-  1.2 

- 

.2 

- 

.2 

-  .3 

Winston-Salem 

4 

.6 

- 

.1 

+  2.1; 

- 

.1 

*  &.5 

-  3.7 

4 

.1 

4 

.3 

+  .2 

East  South  Central: 

- 

Birmingham 

•m 

.8 

- 

l.l 

.  +  .6 

- 

.1 

+  6.6 

-  6.8 

0 

4 

A 

-  ,5 

Jackson 

- 

.8' 

- 

,6 

•  -  1.9 

0 

+  6J4 

-  1.8 

— 

.6 

- 

2.0 

-  .1 

Knoxville 

- 

.3 

4 

.5 

+  ,1 

- 

.1 

+  9.3 

-  U.3 

0 

- 

.5 

-  .3 

Louisville 

4 

.1 

4 

.3 

+  ,  *9 

- 

.1 

+  6,3 

-  5-9 

4 

.3 

4 

.5 

+  .1 

Menphi s 

- 

2.6 

- 

.1 

-  .1 

4 

.1 

+  6.3 

-11.3 

4 

.9 

0 

-  lA 

Mobile 

- 

.3 

4 

.1 

0 

0 

+  7o2 

-  3.2 

- 

.1 

4 

.1 

0 

"West’ South  Central 

- 

Dallas 

4 

1.7 

4 

.7 

+  2.8 

4 

.1 

+  5.9 

1.8 

- 

.2 

.  4 

.5 

+  2.3 

Houston 

- 

.2 

+ 

.3 

+  .5 

4 

.5 

+  6.3 

-  4.3 

4 

A 

4 

.3 

+  .2 

Little  Rock ' 

- 

1.2 

- 

.2 

+  .7 

• 

0 

+  7.1 

-  8.2 

+ 

.2 

- 

.2 

0 

New  Orleans 

4 

*  .3 

4 

.2 

+  .3 

- 

.1 

+  7.2 

-  1.5 

4 

.7 

— 

.2 

0 

Mountain: 

# 

Butte 

4 

•k 

0 

+  .6 

0 

+  7.8 

-  .9 

4 

.8 

4 

.7 

-  2.5 

Denver 

4 

A 

4 

A 

-  .6 

0 

+  7.6 

+  .3 

0 

- 

.3 

-  .1 

Salt  Lake  City 

4 

1.4 

4 

.6 

4  1.2 

- 

.1 

+  7.9 

+  1.7 

4 

•3 

0 

0 

Pacific: 

*■ 

Los  Angeles 

4 

1.1 

4 

.2 

+  1.3 

4 

.1 

+  6.0 

+  .8 

4 

.3 

- 

.1 

0 

Portland,  Oreg. 

mm 

.1 

- 

.1 

-  .9 

0 

+  7.7 

-  2.3 

- 

.1 

■*» 

.2 

0 

San  Francisco 

4 

1.8 

4 

.2 

+  .1 

0 

+  8.6 

+  3.2 

4 

.1 

- 

.1 

-  .3 

. Seattle 

4 

.3 

4 

.1 

-  .1 

0 

+  6.9 

-  1,3 

4 

.3 

0 

-  2.2 

/ 


Table  7  -  Average  detail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined 


T" 


Commodity"  ;  ■•••  ••• 


CEREALS  AND ' BAKERY  PRODUCTS* *:- 

Cereals : . 

Flour, ;  wheat  ,  - 

10  lb 

Macaroni 

'  lb 

♦"Wheat  cereal 

28  oz 

Corn  flakes 

8'  oz 

Corn  ’meal 

'  lb 

♦  Rice 

tt 

Rolled  oats 

u 

♦Flour,  pancake. 

■  20  'OZ 

Bakery: products : . 

Bread,  white; 

lb 

Bread,  whole  wheat 

n 

Bread.,  rye 

11 

Vanilla  cookie.s 

ft 

,30 da"  crackers 

u 

*  1  ,  .  <• 
vISATS:  •  ; 

Beef:  >■  *  ’■ 

Round  steak 

lb, 

Rib  roast 

tt 

'Chuck  -roast  . 

tt 

♦■Stew  meat 

tt 

Liver  - 

tt 

Hamburger 

tt 

Veal: 


Cutlets 

tt 

,  ♦Roast,  boned. and 

rolled  n 

Pork": :  - 

Chops  ■» 

tt- 

Bacon,  sliced 

tt* 

Ham,  sliced 

tt 

Ham*  -whole  ,  ..  • 

u 

Salt -pork 

tt 

* ♦Liver  -  ; 

tt 

j. 

• ♦Sausage 

tt 

♦Bologna,  big 

tt 

Lamb : 

■V 

Leg 

tt 

Rib  chops 

tt 

Percent  Change 


Average. 

Prices 

Sept.  11+ 

,191+3  t0 

Oct.  19 
191+3- 

Oct.  IB 

I9I42  to 
Oct .T9 
1943  ’  ’ 

Sept .15 

19^2  to 
Oct  .--19. 

-•,19U3  . 

Jan.  II4I  Aug.  15 

1961  toj  1939  to 
Oct,  I9I  Oct.  19 

...  1963 "  r  1963  ■■ 

Cents 

• 

5 

62 ,6 

+  0.8 

♦  13.2 

♦  15.3 

:  • 

*  51.21  +  ?l+-9' 

15.6  ' 

/ 

•.0  . 

+  10.6 

+  10.6 

+  13.01  +  11.4 

23 .1+ 

0 

-  2.5 

-  2.5* 

-  -  .1+ !  -  3.3 

’  6.6 

•  -  O' 

-  -5.7 

-  5*7-  1 

-  7.0  !  -  5.7 

'  5.9  - 

■  O’ 

+  15.7 

*  .18.0 

+ 1+0.5 1.  + 1+7.5 

’12  .’7  . 

■  0 

.+  .1.6 

+  1.6 

>  ;6o.8  1  +  69.3 

’  8.7 

■  0  ■ 

-  -.o 

0 

'+  22.5  i  +  22.5 

•11.6  . 

*. 

9.1+ 

-  y 

y 

:. :  y  1  y 

■  8l9- 

0 

.+  ^.2.3 

+  2.3 

*  I4.I  !•  +16.1 

9.8  ; 

+  1.0 

+  2.1 

+  3.2 

+  12.6  |  *  11.6 

10.1 

0 

+  6.1 

+ 

+  12.2  i  +  9.8 

28.5- 

•—  1.0 

+  .  6.3 

+  5.6 

+  13.5  !  2/ 

18. 5 

0  ;  . 

+  ll. 6  ' 

+  1:1 .1+ 

• 

r  +  23.3  |  +25.0 
- 

6i  .9 

k 

+  1.0 

-  5.8' 

r  5.2  '' 

+  8.5  |  t  15#1 

3U.0 

+  .6 

-  2.3 

-  2‘.0  '• 

+  7.9  !•  +  17.6 

29.2 

+  > 7 

-  3.3 

-  2.7 

+  15.9  I  +  29.8 

31.  i 

+  .6  . 

•  1/ 

1/ 

1/  i  1/ 

37.0  • 

+  •  1.9  . 

•  y 

V  ' 

V  \  V 

23.7 

h 

+  .7  - 

1/. 

y . 

y  |  y 

J46.3 

+  1.1 

-  16.0 

16.7" 

*  2.6  i  +  8.9 

36.7 

+  1+.3 

1/ 

f  y 

y  i  y 

37.7 

-  .5 

-  12.5  , 

-  12.5' 

+  29.6  1  *  22.0 

1+1,8  - 

-•  .5 

.+  1.2 

+  2.2  ? 

+  38.9  !  +  37.5 

51.8 

.8 

-  13.2 

-  13.1  1 

+  16.9  1  +  11.6 

35.7 

.8 

-  7.0 

-  6.8 

+  36.3  !  +  30.3 

.22.7  • 

'■  0  . 

-  4.6 

-  6.6 

+  35.9  I  t  1+7.1+ 

22.2 

0  . 

!/ 

i/‘ 

1/  ' !  1/ 

'  36.3 

+  .3 

V.  , 

■V: 

•  y  1  y 

'  36.6 

♦  .3  ■ 

r/ 

•T/- 

y  i  y 

60  .1). 

+  .5" 

+  6.3 

+  6.6 

+  65-3  f  +  66.6 

1+5.8 

-  .6 

-  1.3 

-  2.6 

+  30.9  •;  +  26.8  •• 

NOTE:  Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  1963  and  on  56  cities 
combined  from  January  1963  to  date, 

*  Not  included  in  the  index, 

l/  Priced  for  first  time  in  February  1963* 

£/  Not  available,. 


Table  7  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont’d) 


JU. 


Percent  Change 


•  ^  *» 

Sept .  1)4 

Oct.  13  = 

Sept . 15 

Jan'.  II4. 

Aug.  15 

Commodity 

Average 

1943  to 

1942  to! 

19^2  to 

191+1  to 

1939  to 

Pri ces 

Oct .  ■ 19 

Oct.  19 j 

Oct.  19 

i  Oct.  19 

Oct.  19 

.  191*5. 

l  19b}.  1 

- 191*5  ■ 

i  191*5 

191*3 

Cent  s 

i 

| 

MEATS:  (Continued) 

> 

j 

j: 

l 

Poultry: 

• 

j 

Roasting  chickens  2/ 

lb. 

44>  1 

-  0.3  " 

4 

10.5  j 

+  9.9 

♦  51.2 

♦  55  .b 

Fish:  * 

+. 

•* 

*< 

‘ 

j 

Fish  (fresh, frozen)  2/ 

t» .. 

1/ 

*  4.4 

4 

28:0  j 

+  32. U 

+  88  •  8 

+122.8 

Salmon,  pink^  16  oz. 

cah 

23  *5  ‘ 

-  J  .U 

* 

6;8  1 

+  7.8 

+  1*9.7 

+  83.6 

♦Salmon,  red 

n 

1*1.3 

-  1.0 

4 

1  -  cr  | 
-L.V  | 

+  1.7 

+  56.i| 

♦  78.8 

DAIRY  PHD  DUCTS: 

{ 

; 

[ 

Butter 

lb. 

50,5 

0 

6;5  I 

-  .2 

+  32.9 

+  61+ .5 

Cheese 

tv 

35.9 

-  3.0 

• 

0 

+  h.7 

4  33*0 

+ 1*5.3 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered)- 

qt . 

15.5 

0 

4 

3.3  ! 

*  3.3 

+  19.2 

+  29.2 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery) 

» 

I4.i1 

0 

4 

6.7  ! 

+  6.7 

+  21.0 

+  30.9 

Milk,  fresh  (average) 

tt 

15a 

0 

+ 

Ua  1 

+  l+.l 

+  18,9 

+  29.1 

Milk,  evaporated  II443-  oz. 

can 

10.0 

-  1.0 

4 

8.7  ! 

+  12.  4 

+  1+0  •  8 

+  49.3 

EGGS :  < 

* 

j 

Eggs,  fresh  2/*  '  doz. 

67  ;2 

‘  +  7.1 

4 

4 

15.  u  1 

*  22.5 

-*  95.2 

+109.6 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables; 

Fresh  fruits: 

* 

» 

•  1 

Apples 

lb. 

10.6 

-  .9 

4 

71.0  j 

+  '71.0 

+103.8 

+140.9 

Bananas 

n  * 

12.3 

0 

4 

15.0  ! 

*  19.1+ 

+  86.4 

+101.6 

Oranges  ■  •  doz. 

51.  -8 

0 

4 

16  ,b  j 

+  32.5 

♦  89.7 

+  64.4 

♦Grapefruit  - 

ea 

10.0 

-  1,0 

V 

1.0  | 

♦  6  ,4 

3/ 

3/ 

Fresh  vegetables : 

• 

1 

1 

Beans,-  green 

lb.- 

17.7 

f- +  15.7 

4 

6.0  i 

+  52.6 

+  26 ,1| 

+145 .8 

Cabbage 

n 

4.6 

-  6.1 

■’  4 

.21.1  ! 

+  17.9 

*  35.3 

*  17.9 

Carrots  bunch 

9*6 

+  6.7 

4 

18.5  1 

+  39.1 

+  60.0 

+108.7 

Lettuce  head 

13.1 

0 

«* 

5.8  ! 

+  4.8 

+  56.0 

+  56.0 

Onions- 

lb,- 

6.8 

-  6,8; 

4 

hh.7  j 

+>  51a 

+  88,9 

+  88.9 

Potatoes  ’  lp- 

lb.’ 

61,0 

4  *  .7 

4 

19. 4  i 

+  26.3 

+108. 9 

*  77.3 

Spinach 

lb. 

10.1 

’  19-.2  j 

'  4 

4a  i 

-  5.6 

♦  38.1+ 

+  29.5 

Sweetpotatoes 

n 

8  * 
u»y  . 

-  18.6  i 

4 

U8.2  i 

+-29.7 

+  66.0 

+  50.9 

♦Beets  bunch 

8,0 

3.6  j 

V  1 

y. 

.  b/ 

V 

Canned  fruits  and  vegetables 

Canned  fruits: 

Peaches  $2|r 

can 

26  .4 

-  Ui 

4 

7.3  j 

+  10.0 

+  60.0 

*  54.4 

Pineapple 

tt 

27.9 

-  .4  j 

2.1*  i 

-  1.4 

*  33.5 

+  32.9 

Grapefruit  juice  $2 

can 

li+,4 

0 

4 

10.8  I 

+  16.1 

3/ 

3/ 

_ 

j 

# 

NOTE: 


Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  1943  0nd  on  56  cities 
combined  from  January  1943  to  date. 

Not  included  in  the  index. 

Composite  price  not  computed. 

Percentage  change  computed  on  the  index. 

Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  I9I+I* 

Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1943* 


Table  7  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  .Combijied  (Cont’d*) 


Commodity 

.  v  •*» . 

Average 

Prices 

V* 

*  • : 

Percent  Change 

5ept,  1)+ 

I9U3  to 
Oct,  19 
i’s43 

Oct.  13 
19U2  to 
Oct,  19 

19U3  ! 

Sept  ,13 

19U2  to 
Get,  19 

19U3 

* «.  14 

19U1  to 
Oct.  19 
19U3 

Aug 

1939  tc 
Oct,  19 
19U3 

V  *r  *  ■v 

Cents  ~  . 

• 

.  .  . 

-  *  *♦ 

•  • 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES :( Cont'd. ] 

. 

Canned  vegetables: 

Beans,  green 

can 

1U.5 

-  0,7 

4- 

5.8 

4 

5.8 

♦  1+5.0 

4 

1+5.9 

Corn 

iu.r 

♦  .7 

4 

5.2  ' 

4 

6.0 

+■  31.8 

4 

35.6 

Peas 

U+,5 

4  *7 

- 

.7 

4m 

.7 

4  9.8 

4 

'  6.6 

Tomatoes 

•  ft 

12.lv 

-  .8 

4 

6.0 

4- 

6.9 

4  U7.6 

4 

1+1+.2 

♦Soup,  vegetable  lloz.cen 

12,7; 

%  O 

•*  *.o 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

Dried  fruits -and  vegetables: 

Dried  fruits: 

• 

Prunes 

lb. 

16,6 

4  ,6 

4 

b.b 

4 

12.2 

4  72.9 

4 

88.6 

Dried  vegetables: 

* 

» 

X 

Navy  beans 

lb. 

lOo 

4  1,0 

4 

12.0 

4 

13.2 

4  58.5 

4 

77.6 

♦Soup,  dehydrated. 

» 

chicken  noodle 

oz , 

•3.7 

0 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

BEVERAGES* 

r 

• 

• 

: 

Coffee 

lb. 

29.9 

•  .3 

4 

6.0 

4 

U.2 

4 

4 

31+.1 

Tea 

i  lb.. 

23.6 

4 

4 

6.3 

4 

5.k 

+  3U.1 

4 

37. .2' 

♦Cocoa 

i  M) . 

9.2 

4  u 

•m 

13.2 

- 

9.8 

4  1.1 

4 

7".0 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

; 

: 

Lard 

lb. 

18,9 

0 

4 

9.2 

*  4 

9.2 

4103 .2 

4 

90.9 

Shortening  other  than 

lard  t 

In, cartons  .  ' 

lb. 

20.1  *' 

4  •  .5' 

4 

3.1 

4 

3.1 

4  77.9 

4 

71 .8 

In  other  containers 

tt 

21+.9  ‘ 

4  ,U 

4 

2.5 

4 

2.0 

4  38.1 

4 

23.3 

Salad  dressing 

pb. 

25.5 

4  .8 

4 

1.2 

4 

1.2 

4  26.9 

2  A 

Oleomargarine 

lb. 

2k, 0 

0 

4 

6.7 

4 

7.1 

♦■53.0 

4 

1+5.5 

Peanut  butter 

tt 

33-1+ 

0 

4 

18.lv 

4 

20,1 

4  86 ,6 

4 

86,6 

♦Oil,  cooking  or  salad 

• 

*  pt , 

30.6  . 

4  .3 

1/ 

* 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS: '  *  • 

4 

• 

• 

Sugar  * 

'  lb. 

6.8 

0 

6 

•to 

1.1+ 

4  33.3 

4 

30.8 

Corn,  sirup  *  " 

2I4.  oz . 

15.9 

*0 

4 

4.6  ‘ 

4 

5.3 

4  16.9 

4 

16.1 

♦Molasses 

18  oz, 

15.8 

-  *  .6* 

4 

5.3 

4 

6,0 

4  17.9 

4 

16,2 

♦Appla  butter 

1*6  oz  • 

13'.  0 

-  1.5' 

1/ 

♦ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

t 

• 

-  • 

... .j 

« 

NOTE:  Data  are  based  on  5 1  cities  combined  prior  to  19U3  and  on  5 6  cities 
combined  from  January  19U3  to  date, 

*  Not  included  in  the  index, 

l/  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  -I9I4.3 ♦ 

V  Not  available,  *  *  -*  * 


Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  l/ 


Table  8  -  Indexes  $nd  Percent  Change 
and  Other.  Specified  Peri 


from  January  1941 
ods 

Percent  Change 


Oct  '.19 

Sept  rl4" 

'Oct-,  13- 

Sent .15 

Jan.  14 

Sept  ,-l4 

•Otrt.  13 

Sept ,15 

Jan.  l4 

Region  and  City  2/l9 43 

1*3. 

r 1942' 

'19U2  ■ 

191+1  ■ 

1943. 

;  191+2 

191+2 

191+1 

* 

to 

■"to 

to 

to 

Oct.  19 

Oct,  19  ;0ct.  19 

Oct.  19 

t 

'3 

, 

»•  . 

191+3 

191+3 

191+3 

191+3 

— - —T! — T 

United  States 

t 

138.2 

137  A 

129.6 

*+.«..  .  1.  .  t 

126.6 

97.8 

•»  •  .  »■*  /•: 

+  0.6 

+  6.6  . 

+  9.2 

*1+1.3 

.  i 

Npw  England: 

’ 

• 

•  1- 

-  - 

124.4- 

■ 

*39.8 

Bo  ston 

133.1 

131.0 

128.5' 

95.2 

+  1.6 

+  3*6 

+  7.0 

Bridgeport 

137.1 

136.0  ' 

128.6' 

127.1 

96.5 

+  .8  '■ 

+  6.6 

+  7.9 

*1+2.1 

Fall  River 

135.2 

133  A 

128.3' 

125.7  ' 

97.5 

+  1.3 

+  5*4 

+  7.6 

*38.7 

.  Manchester 

I3h.5 

133.9 

128.8 

"126.8 

96.6 

4  .4 

+  4.4 

+  6.1 

*39.2  ■ 

New  Haven 

138.6 

■•‘136.6  ' 

128.6 

126.2 

95.7 

+  i.5 

+  7.8 

+  9.8 

+44.8 

Port land.  Me, 

13U.3 

132.7 

128.5 

125.8' 

95.3 

4  1*2 

, +  U.5  . 

+  6*8 

+40.9 

Providence 

136.9 

‘ 

K  135.5' 

128.9 

126.3 

96.3 

+  1.0 

+  6.2 

.+  8,4  - 

+1+2 .2 

Middle  Atlantic; 

4 

• 

:  .  •  . 

+38.2 

Buffalo  . 

.138.5 

137.3 

131.8 

127.6 

100.2 

+  .9 

+  5.1 

+  8.5 

Newark  - 

1U0.8 

139.6 

130.3' 

128.0 

98.8 

+  .9  ' 

+  8.1 

+10,0 

+42,5 

New  York 

438.7 

13-8.4  * 

128.0 

r'  125.2 

99.5 

O 

+  8.4 

+10.8 

+39  A 

Philadelphia 

137.1' 

I35.2 

125.8 

123.9 

95.0 

+  iA 

+  9.0 

+10.7 

+44.5 

.  Pittsburgh 

138.2 

'  137  A' 

129.1+ 

125.9 

98.0 

+  .6 

+  6.8 

+  9.8 

+4i  *o 

Rochester  j 

133.1 

132.1 

128.2 

125.2 

99.9 

+  .8 

+  3.8 

+  6,5 

+33.2 

Scranton 

138.7 

137.2 

129.0 

125.6 

97.5 

+  1.1  ' 

+  7.5 

+10A 

+1+2.3 

East  North  Central; 

- 

r  !V 

'  ■  •  •  ' 

Chicago. 

136.6 

137.0 

128.9 

124.9  ‘ 

98.2 

-  -3 

+  6.0 

+  9.4 

+39.1 

Cincinnati 

.136.1 

136.2* 

130.1 

126.9 

96.5 

-  .1  * 

+  4.6 

+  7.2 

+41.0 

Cleveland 

.143.9 

'  1U3.9 

131. 8 

127.3 

99.2  j 

0 

+  9.2 

+13.0 

+45*1 

Columbus, Ohio 

131.7 

I3O.9' 

122.7 

119.6 

93  A  1 

+  .6 

+  7.3 

+10,1 

+41.0 

Detroit 

ji3U-5 

133.6 

128.2 

124.7 

97.0 

+  .7 

♦  1+.9 

+  7.9 

+38.7 

•  .  Indianapolis 

1135  .U 

131-1..6 

129.2 

127.1 

98.2 

+  .6 

+  4.8 

+  6.5 

+37.9 

d  Milwaukee 

135  A‘ 

133 .6 

125.2 

121.0 

95.9 

+  1.3  ' 

+  8.1 

+11,9 

+41  •  2 

...  «  » 
Peoria 

mi. 3 

140.6 

135.2 

130.7 

.  99.0 

+  -5 

+  U.  5 

+  8.1 

+1+2.7 

Springfield,  Ill. 

l!+l  .6' 

i 

| 

lij.1.6  * 

f  133.1 

130.2' 

96.2 

0  ** 

+  6.4 

+  8,8 

+1+7.2 

We st  North  Central; 

! 

1  . 

j  *  • 

1 

+  1.4 

i 

CedaV  Rapids  37^38.0 

136.1 

!  123.1 

121 .2 

95-9 

+12.1 

+13.9 

+1+3.9 

Kansas  City 

132.6 

132.6 

f  124.0 

120.7' 

92  A 

0 

'  +  6,v 

*  9.9 

+1+3.5 

Minneapolis 

1132.5 

132.5 

ijo.u 

r  126.6 

123.3 

99.0 

^  1  .p 

+  1+.5 

+  7.3 

+33.6 

OmaKa 

•  131.6  - 

127.1 

123.2 

97.9 

'  +  .7 

+  4.2 

+  7.5 

+35.3 

*  *St-#  Lov^is  *  * 

•I139.-1 

139.-1 

129.9 

126.7 

99.2  , 

•  •  0  . 

4  + -7.1'  -1 

+  9.3 

+40.2 

St.  Paul 

‘130.5 

128.7 

125.8  120.8 

98.6 

+  1.4 

+  3.7 

+  8.0 

+32  A 

Wichita  3/ 

145.8 

146 . 8 

•136.3 

132.0 

..97.2 

-  .7 

+  7.0 

i  •  ' ;  , . 

+10,5 

+50.0 

l/  Aggregate  costs  of  6l  foods  (54  foods  prior  to  March  1943)  pity, 

weighted  to  represent  total  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower-* 
salaried  workers,  hove  been  combined  for  the  United  States  With  the  use  of  , 
population  weights*  Priirrry  use  is  for  time -to -time  comparisons  rather  than 
pla ce-to-place  comparisons. 

2 /  pre 1 imina  ry . 

3 /  Indexes  based  on  June  1940  equals  100. 


Retail  Food  Coats  in  Large  Cities  (Ccnt'd.)  l/ 


Table  8  -  Indexes  and  Percent  Change  from  January  19l;l 
and  Other  Specified  Periods 


Indexes,  1935-39'~100 

Percent 

Change 

-  . 

Region  and  City 

« 

Got. 19 

2/4*5 

r  Sept  .I4 

1943 

| 

Oct.  13  ; Sept  .15  i  Jan.  1/4. 

1942  j  1942  1  1941 

Sept.14  Oct .13 

19U3  F  !9U2 

to  j  to 

Oct.  19; Oct. 19 

1943  J  1943' 

1  Sept, 15 

!  19U2  ' 

to 

i  0  ct .  19 

1*5 

Jan.  4 

194 

to 

Oct. 19 
19U3 

South  Atlantic: 

j  j 

•> 

j 

Atlanta 

*0.3 

139.9 

129.0  1125.9  i  94.3 

+  0.3 

1  +  8.8 

+11.4 

48.8 

Baltimore 

*7.0 

*5.3 

133.8  '131.2  i  97.9 

♦  1.2 

i  *  9.9 

+12.0 

+50.2 

Charleston, S.C. 

•137.1 

136  .4 

'127.7  [126.6  ■  j  95.9 

+  .5 

♦  7* 

:+  8.3 

43.0 

Jacksonville 

114.8 

150  .-0 

137.7  H34.2  !  98.8 

-  2.1 

+  6,6 

+  94 

+1+8.6 

Norfolk  V 

*8.3 

149.7 

1134.0  -1131.9  J  95.8 

-  .9 

1 +10.7 

+124 

+5U.8 

Ri  chmond 

137.1 

136.7 

128.2  1126.2  j  93.7 

+  .3 

+  6.9 

+  8,6 

+1+6.3 

Savannah 

152.2 

152.5 

137.1  1133.3  [100.5 

-  .2 

+11.6 

+14.2 

+51.4 

Washington,D.C. 

1U0.2 

138.5 

.129.5  1128.1  i  97.7 

+  1.2 

1+  8.3 

+  94 

43.5 

7/inston-i3al'em  3/ 

139* 

138.6 

122,5  1119.8  j  93.7 

+  .6 

+15.  s 

+164 

48.8 

East  South  Central  : 

1  j 

Birmingham 

*1.8 

11-12.9 

128.1  Il25,3  •  1  96.0 

-  .8 

+10.7 

+13.2 

47*7 

Jackson.3/ 

*7.5 

*8,7 

143-7  ji4i.o  [105.3 

-  .8 

+  2.6 

+  46 

+I4O  •  1 

Knoxville  3/ 

157.5 

157.9 

134.9  '134.2  [  97.1 

-  .3 

+16.8 

+17.4 

+62.2 

Louisville 

135.0 

134.9 

126.9  1124.2  i  95.5 

+  .1  , 

+  64 

+  8,7 

+1+1  4 

Memphis. 

1144 

48.2 

132.6  [129.7  1  94.2 

-  2.6 

+  8.9 

+11.3 

+53.3 

Mobile  .. 

*7.5 

147.9 

136.8  133.9  I  97.9 

-  .3 

+  7.8 

+10.2 

+50.7 

West  South  Central: 

•  * 

Dallas 

137.1 

1343 

126.1  I123.7  j  92.6 

♦  1.7 

+  8.7 

+10.8 

+14 .1 

Houston,- 

138* 

138.7  , 

132.9  JI30.8  1102.6 

-  .2 

+  4i 

+  5.8 

+349 

Little  Rock 

135*  : 

135.0 

130.5  [129.2  .  [  95.6 

-  1.2  ‘ 

+  2,2 

+  3.3 

+39.5 

•New  Or  Lean's 

152.1 

151.7  ; 

141.4  [135.9  ,  [101.9 

+  -3  ■ 

+  7.6 

+11.9 

+49.3 

Mountain:  .  •  * 

• 

Butte  :  ■ 

136.5  1 

136.0 

129.5  [124.6  i  98.7 

♦  .4' 

+  5.4  f 

+  9*6 

+38.3 

Denver  / 

135.3  i 

134.8 

•1284  .1126.8  1  948 

+  4 

+  54  I 

+  6.7 

42.7 

Salt  Lake  City  . 

•  ■» 

*0.5  ! 

138.6  .i 
1  1 

134.0  [130.1  1 97.5 

+  14 

+  49  j 

+  8.0 

+14.-1 

Pacific : 

: 

j 

•  : 

i 

%  j 

• 

Los  Angeles 

*3.3  1 

141.8 

llj.0.0  1X37*9  ?i01.8 

+  1.1 

+  2.4. 1 

•+  3.9'. 

+I4.0 . 8 

Part  land.  Or  eg.  .. 

446  i 

144.3 

42.2  Ilia •  2  .  1101.7 

-  .1 

+  1.7  1 

+  2.I4. 

+1+2.2 

*  San  Francisco 

*2*  ! 

139.9 

134.6  .[133.5  !  99.6  ; 

+  1.8  ' 

+  5.3  1 

+  6.7 

+U3. 0 

*  Seattle 

*  / 

*  » 

142. 8  I 

142.4 

139.6  .  |137.5  jioi.o 

:  :  1 

+  .3,  ! 

+  2.3  | 

+  4o 

+4i  .4 

1/  Aggregate  costs  of  6l  foods  (5I4.  foods  prio.r  to  March  I9I4.3)  in  each  city, 

Vvre igh'ted  to  represent  total  .purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower** 
salaried  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights,  -'rimary  use  is  for  time -to- time  ’compari sbhs  rather  than 
place- to-place  comparisons. 

2/  Preliminary,. 

3/  Indexes  based  on  June  I9I4O  equals  100, 

7±/  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  Mews. 
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U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  0F.EA30R  . 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Prices,  and  Cost  of  Living  Branch 
COST  OF  LIVING  AND  RETAIL  COSTS  OF  FOOD 


November  1943 


Prices  paid  by  city  workers  for  goods,  and  services  that  they  'commonly  buy  de¬ 
creased'  slightly  from  mid-October  to  mid -November,  Secretary  of  Labor  Perkins  re- 
\  ported  today.  »  ■  •  ‘  9.;  "* 

1  ijiL.  ■*  ^  t 

"The  0.2  percent  decline  was  caused  by  an  0*7  percent  decrease  in  the  total 
■  food  bill  resulting  mainly  from  seasonally  lower  prices  for  the  new  crop  of  Florida 
/  oranges'  and  for  some  winter  vegetables  in  most  of  the  nation’s  grocery  stores, " 

she  said.  "The  cost  of  living,  which  includes  rent,  the  cost  of  clothing  and  house- 
furnishings  as  well  as  other  items  in  the  family  budget,  was  J>.6  percent  higher 
than  in  Nbvem.be r  of  last  year  and  23  percent  higher  than  in  January  19^4-1  •  Foods 
cost  k.7  percent  more  than  in  November  19 U2  and  i|0  percent  more  than  in  January  19^4-1  * 


' 

"The  decrease  in  food  prices  from  October  to  November  was  chiefly  due  to  lower 
prices  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables,  with  seasonal  declines  for  oranges,  spinach, 
and  cabbage,  and  a  3*8  percent  drop  in  prices  of  apples  which  usually  rise  at  this 
season.  Prices  of  pork  and  beef  declined  slightly  and  ration  point  values  were 
lowered  with  increased  marketings  of  hogs  and  relaxed  restrictions  on  cattle  slaugh¬ 
tering.  .  - 

"The  average  price  of  peanut  butter  went  down  2 ,4  cents  per  pound  as  the  first 
effects  of  the  4 g  cent  per  pound  subsidy  at  the  processors’  level  were  felt.  Prices 
of  fresh  fish  rose  3*8  percent  and  there  were  seasonal  increases  for  green  beans 
and  sweetpotatoes,  and  for  onions,  of  which  the  supply  is  very  limited.  White  po¬ 
tato  price’s  rose  much  less  than  usual  at  this  time  of  year.'  Prices  of  dairy  -  products 
were  generally  stable  except  in  Denver  where  a  municipal  sales  tax  ox  two  cents  per 
quart  on  fresh  milk  resulted  in  a  rise  in  food  costs  for  that  city  of  1.1  percent. 

"Although  retail  food  prices  declined  in  a  majority  of  large  cities,  tnore  wore 
scattered  increases.  Advances  were  reported  in  large  West  Coast  cities  due  primar¬ 
ily  to  seasonally  higher  pricos  for  California  oranges.  Prices  of  apples  and  the 
winter  vegetables  were  also  generally  higher  there,  contraiy  to  the  trend  in  other 
parts  of  the  country. 

*  .  *  *  «  •  ,  *  if* 

"Clothing  and  housofurnishings  costs  remained  unchanged  on  the  average,  follow¬ 
ing  the  establishment  of  prices  for  the  autumn  season  in  September  and  October. 
Shortages  of  all  typos  of  children’s  wear,  particularly  shoes,  continued  to  be  re¬ 
ported,  and  stocks  of  men’s  white  shirts,  the  perennial  Christmas  gift,  were  general¬ 
ly  low.  i  - 

^  ,  1  -  .  **■  »  ..  .  .  '  - 

"Fuel  prices  rose  slightly  (0.1  percent)  because  of  higher  winter  gas^ rates  and 
adjustments  to  hew  ceilings  for  anthracite  coal  in  New  York,  and  higher  prices- for 
wood  in  several  cities.  , 


"Costs  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  that  go  into  the  family  budget  rose 
0.1  percent.  In  St.  Louis,  where  the  rise  was  1.3  percent,  a  cigarette  sales  tax 
of  two  cents  per  package  was  put  into  effect  on  October  23.  Other  scattered  changes 

rof lootod  the  continued  upward  trend  in  tho  chargos  for  porsonal  sorvicos  such  as 
haircuts,  beauty  shop  and  laundry  services." 


(LS  44-2056) 


Table  1 


Report  for  November  15,  1943 

S 

COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 
Indexes,  1935-39  =  100* 


Date 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel , 

electricity 
and  ice 

House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

1939:  August  15 

98.6 

93.5 

100,3 

104.3 

97.5 

100.6 

100,4 

1941:  January  15 

100.8 

97.8 

100.7 

105.0 

100.8 

100.1 

101.9 

1942:  May  15 

116.0 

121.6 

126.2 

109.9 

104.9 

122.2 

110.9 

September  15 

117.8 

126.6 

125.8 

108.0 

106.2 

,  123.6 

111.4 

November  15 

119.8 

131.1 

125.9 

108.0 

106.2 

123.7 

112.7 

1943:  October  15 

124.4 

138,2 

133.0 

i/ 

107.9 

126.5 

117.6 

,  November  15 

124.1 

137.3 

133.0 

1/ 

108.0 

126.5 

117.7 

\ 

Table  la. 

1 

PERCENT  OF  CHANGE 

Fuel , 

Houser 

Mis- 

All 

electricity 

furnish- 

cella- 

Date 

items 

'Food 

Clothing  Renb^/ 

and  ice 

ings 

neous 

October  15,  1943  to 

November  15,  1943 

-0.2 

-0.7 

0 

1/ 

+0.1 

0 

+0.1 

November  15,  1942  to 

November  15,  1943 

+3.6 

+4.7 

+5.6 

0 

+1.7 

+2.3 

+4.4 

September  15,  1942 

to 

November  15,  1943 

+5.3 

+8.5 

+5.7 

0 

+1.-7 

+2.3 

+5.7 

May  15,  1942  to 

. 

November  15,  1943 

+7.0 

+12.9 

+5.4 

-1.7 

+3.0 

+3.5 

+6.1 

January  15,1941  to 

November  15,  1943 

+23.1 

+40.4 

+32.1 

+2.9 

+7.1 

+26.4 

+15.5 

August  15,  1939  to 

1 

November  15,  1943 

+25.9 

+46.8 

+32.6 

+3.5 

+10.8 

+25.7. 

+17.2 

*These  indexes  are 

based  on  changes 

in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage  earners 

and  lower-sala.ried 

workers 

in  la.rge 

cities. 

- 

2/  Changes  through  September  15,  1943. 
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fable  2, 


Reptrt  fer  II 9 v ember  15,  1943 


COST'  OF  LIVING-  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


■  •  :  ,  i  .*■  •  •  * 

Percent  Change  between  October  15,  1943. and  November  15,  1943  by  Groups  * 


.  1 

City  and  Area  ,  . 

- ■■  -1  ■  H 

All 

Items 

■  :  .+  - 

r  .  i  v  '* 

"r  <  * 

Food  ■  Clothing 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

House- 
fur  ni  sh¬ 
ines  — 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

iv erase:  Large  Cities 

,  '*  -  V* 

-0.2  1/ 

*v-  1 

-0 . 7  2/ 

0  3/ 

1  +o.i4/ 

0  5/  ;  • 

+0.1  2/ 

Jew  England: 

u 

..  j- 

i  ’ 

••  X. 

0 

Boston 

-0.6 

-1.3  .. 

...  0 

0 

0 

fiddle  Atlantic?: 
...'Buffalo 

*  1 

--0.2 

X 

-0.5  5  ■ 

' .  0 

0- 

0 

0 

New  York 

'  +0,2 

+0.4  ,  ' 

0 

+0  *  8 

1 

0 

.  !  0 

;  .  Philadelphia 

-0.6 

-1.2 

0 

0 

0 

■ '  0 

Pittsburgh 

-0..1 

-0.1 

0 

p . 

0 

0 

East  North  Central: 

t  ’ 

Chicago 

-0.8" 

-2.0 

:.  0 

0 

* 

0 

+0.1 

,  Cincinnati 

-0,3 

-0,9  ;• 

0 

O'- 

% 

0 

+0-,  2 

Cleveland. 

+0.2" 

-0.6  '  4 

0 

0 

.  0 

:  0 

Detroit 

-0.3. 

-0*9 

+0,1 

-  Q.  + 

-0.2 

0 

West  North  Central: 

M  „  >*• 

/  '  1 

0 

'  Kansas  City.  • 

,  (>  - 

+0.1 

0 

•  b  , 

0 

Minneapolis 

•■O'" 

-0.1 

0 

'0 

0 

0 

St.  Louis 

+0.2 

-0,3 

0 

.  0  •’ 

0 

+1 , 3 

South  Atlantic; • 
Baltimore 

* 

-1.3’ 

—3 . 1 

+6,1 

0.  , 

0 

V  *  * 

0 

0 

Savannah 

-0,5  ' 

-1.2 

0 

0 

0  rr  -  ■ 

r  l 

Washington,  D.  C, 

-0.6 

—1 . 9 

0 

+0,2.. 

0 

;  .  0 

East  South  Central: 

*  -■ 

*  4 

Birmingham 

0 

—0  •  1 

0 

+0.1 

0 

0 

West  South  Central: 
Houston 

r 

-0.2 

-1.1 

+0.1 

+0.9 

0 

0 

Mqunta.in: 

Denver 

+0.5 

+1,1 

0 

0 

0 

0  • 

Pacific:  ■  ' 

'..Los  Angeles  • 

»  **  * 

+0.3  " 

+0 , 8 

0 

6 

0 

+0.2 

0 

r\ 

San  Francisco 

+0,4  * 

+0.9 

0 

b 

0 

Seattle 

+0.2 

+0.6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

*  These  percent  changes  are  based  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 

earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  ih  large  cities, 

1/  Rents  surveyed  at  quarterly  dates,  March  15,  June  15,  September  15,  December  15. 

2 1  Rased  on  data  for  56  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  0.  the 

month. 

3/  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 

4/  Based  on  data  for  34. cities. 


Table  3 


Report  for  November  15,  1943 


'  «0ST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 

Percent  Changes  Since  August  15,  1939,  January  1,  1941  and  Othe*  Specified  Periods 


City  and  Area 
Average*  Large  Cities 


I 


New  England: 

Boston 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 
New  York 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
East  North  Central: 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Detroit 

West  North  Central: 
Kansas  City 
Minneapolis 
St.  Louis 
South  Atlantic: 
Baltimore 
S  avannah 

Washington,  D.  C. 
East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 
West  South  Central: 

Houston 

Mountain: 

Denver 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 
San  Francisco 
Seattle 


•.  15,1942 

Aug.  15,1939 

Jan.  1,1941 

May  15,1942  Sep. 15, 19^ 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

'.  15,1943 

Nov.  15,1943 

Nov.  15,1943 

Nov. 15, 1943 

Nov. 15, 19^ 

+3.6 

+25.9 

+23.1 

+7.0 

+5.3 

+1.7 

+24.4 

+21.9 

+6.5 

+4.0 

+2.3 

+27.7 

+23.5 

+4.4 

+4.4 

+5,2 

+26,0 

+23.5 

+10.1 

+7.2 

+3. 5 

+25.7 

+23.9 

+7.1 

+5.1 

+4.6 

+26.7 

+23.2 

+7.7 

+6.1 

+  2.8 

+24,4 

+2J.3 

+5.4 

+4.7 

+3.2 

+26.8 

+23.9 

+6.5 

+4.6 

+5.0 

+28.1 

+25.6 

+7.8 

+7.1 

+3.2 

+26.4 

+23.3 

+4.8 

+5.2 

+4.1 

+23,5 

+23.8 

+6.7 

+6.2 

+2.4 

+22.1 

+19,5 

+5.0 

+4.2 

+3.7 

+25.2 

+21,6 

+6.2 

+5.3 

+3.4 

+26 . 6 

+24.1 

+5.8 

+4.3 

+6.7 

+32.6 

+29.9 

+8.9 

+7.9 

+4.4 

,  *+25.2 

•  5 

+23.5 

+7.6 

+5.4 

+6.2 

+29,2 

+25.3 

+7.2 

+7.2 

+3.5 

+22.1 

+20.6 

+5.9 

+4.2 

+3.4 

+24.2 

+22,5 

+6.0 

+4.5 

+2.6 

+26.0 

+23.5 

+7,2 

+4.0 

+3.0 

+28.2 

+25.0 

+8.2 

+5.3 

+3,  0 

+28.1 

+25.9 

+6.0 

+4.7 

T'nese  percent  changes  are  based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
earners  and  lower-sela.ried  workers  in  large  cities. 
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Table  4* 


Report  for  November  15,  19 43 

%• 

COST  OF'  LIVING  IN ■  IARGE  CITIES . 

,»  .  V  ^  %  V 

'  t  ' 

Indexes,  1935 “39  ~  100* 


Region  and  City 

All 

items  •  • 

Food 

e 

Clothing 

Fuel, 

lectricity 
and  ice 

House - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

Mis- 

cella- 

ne  ous 

* 

Average:  Large  Cities 

124.1  1/ 

J  t 

•137.3  S/ 

*K,mm *  —-*-^->4. 

133. 03/ 

108,0  k/ 

126.5  £/ 

117.7  3/ 

Hew  England: 

■  « 

A 

* 

- 

Boston 

,Mi  d  d  1  e  Atlantic: 

120.8  - 

131.4 

129*5 

118,4 

121.6 

114.4 

Buffalo 

125.8' 

137.3 

132;  4 

104,8 

126.7 

122.3 

New  York 

124.7  ■ 

139.3 

136.4 

112,7 

120.6 

117.4 

Philadelphia 

122.9 

135.1+ 

131.4 

105.8 

121+.7 

116.2 

Pittsburgh 

East  North  Central’-: 

124.7 

i  *■ 

138.0 

141.2 

110.3 

125.7 

115.9 

Chicago 

122.8  • 

133.9 

128.6 

103.2 

120.9 

116.2 

Cincinnati^ 

123m 

134-9 

135.6 

103.8 

131.3 

117.7  ' 

Cleveland 

128 . 1 

143  •  1 

136.3 

.113.5 

126.8 

117.7 

Detroit 

West  North  Central; 

124.5 

133.3 

132.5 

108.8 

124.6 

125.2 

\ 

Kansas  City 

121.8 

132.7 

130.8 

108,1 

120.3 

118.7 

Minneapolis 

121.7 

■132. 2 

129.8  ■' 

102.5 

125.5 

118.9 

St.  Louis 

South  Atlantic: 

122.8 

»  •  :  . 

.  138.7 

.  133  -3 

106.2 

117.7 

114.4 

Baltimore 

I25.O  . 

142.4 

132.7 

106.8 

130.5 

114.9 

Savannah 

131.7  ; 

150.4 

134.5 

113.5 

121.8 

123,8 

Washington,  D.  C. 
East  South  Central: 

123.4 

137.5 

141.2  ; 

106,8 

132,2 

121,4 

Birmingham 

West -South  Central; 

127.3  * 

141.7 

133.0 

102.5 

121,8 

117.6 

Houston 

Mountain* 

123.0 

136.9 

. 

1 

134.6 

90.0 

123.2 

118.6 

Denver  *  * 

Pacific ; ■ 

122. '5  ; 

136.3 

126.0 

101.3 

122,0 

116.5 

Los  Angeles 

126.6 

• 144.4 

134.0 

94.2 

119.1 

120.2 

San  Francisco 

127*3 

.li+3.7- 

131.6 

92.1 

113.9 

124,6 

Seattle 

•  «. 

<■>  1 

12815  ' 

* 

A 

' 143.6 
*' 

133.5 

♦ 

102.7 

122.2 

127.2 

*  These 'indexes  are  based  on  the -cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage  earners  and  lower- 
salaried  workers  in  largd  cities.' 

»•  .  .  «  .  • 


1/  Rents ‘-surveyed- at  quarterly  dates;  March  15,  June  15,  September  15,  December  15. 
2/  Based~on  prices  for  5*5  cities  collected  on* the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of 
the  month.  *  ’*  *■  * 

3/  Based'*on  data  for  21  citres.  *  .  .  »• 

Iy  Based'on  data  for  34  cities . 


I 


Table  5  -  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  Combined  l/ 


Indexes,  1935*39  ~  100 


Commodity  Group 

is vr 

- 

IT 

1941 

1939 

2/  Nov,  16 

Oct.  19 

Nov.  I7 

Sept.  1 $ 

Jan,  14 

Uig.  15 

All  Foods 

137.3 

138.2 

131.1 

126.6 

97.8 

93-.  5 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

108.3 

108. 3 

105.7 

105.1+ 

94.9 

93.1+ 

Meats 

130.1+ 

130.6 

131.9 

130.6 

101.1 

95.7 

Beef  and  veal 

119.0 

119-9 

126.6 

126.0 

109.4 

99.6 

Pork 

113.3 

113.5 

124.8 

124.0 

86.1 

08.0 

Lamb 

133.5 

13U.9 

134.0 

133.7 

98.7 

98.8 

Chickens 

11+6.5 

li+7.0 

133.5 

133.7 

97^ 

94.6 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

223.6 

216.5 

177.9 

168.2 

118.7 

99.6 

Dairy  Products 

133.5 

133.5  . 

131.8 

. 127.7 

105.1 

93.1 

Eggs 

190. 8‘ 

190.1 

16$.  3 

155.2 

97.1+ 

90.7 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

162.6 

166.4 

141.5 

129.7 

93.3 

92.1+ 

Fresh 

170.1 

174.9 

144.6 

•130.3 

93.1* 

92.8 

Canned 

4. 

129.9' 

130.0 

126.8 

. 123.8 

91.1+ 

91.6 

Dried 

162.5' 

161.5 

4+9.7 

.  11+3 .1+ 

99.6 

90.3 

Beverages 

124.8’ 

5/125-1 

124.6 

123.8 

90.9 

94.9 

Fats  and  oils 

125.0 

r 126.5 

124.2 

120.7 

80.3 

81*. 5 

Sugar  and  sweets  * 

% 

* 

126.6 

126.8 

127.0 

127.0 

95.3 

95.6 

Table  5*A  -  Percent  Change 


* 

Commodi  ty  Group 

.f 
.  j 

Oct,  19 

1943 

to 

Nov.  16 

191+3 

Nov,  1) 

1942 
to 

Nov,  16 

1943 

Sept.  15 

1942 
to  * 

Nov.  16 

1943 

Jan.  l4 

1941 

to 

Nov.  16 

1943 

Aug.  15 

1939 

to 

Nov.  16 

1943 

All  Foods 

*  0.7 

*  4.7 

+  8.5 

+40.4 

+  46.8 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

Jd 

+  2.5 

+  2.8 

+14.1 

+  16*0 

Meats 

-  .2 

-  1.1 

-  .2 

+29.0 

+  36.3 

Beef  and  veal  * 

*■  .8 

-  6.0 

-  5.6 

+  8.8 

+ 19.5 

Pork 

-  .2 

*  9.2 

-  8.6 

+31.6 

4  28.8 

Lamb 

-  i.o 

-  .1+ 

-  .1 

+35.3 

♦  35.1 

Chickens 

-  .-3 

+  9.7 

4  9*6 

*50.7 

*  51+.9 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

+  3.3 

+25.7 

+32-9 

+88.4 

+121+.5 

Dairy  Products 

0 

*  1.3 

+ 1+.5 

+27.0 

4  43.4 

Eggs 

*  *4 

+14-7 

♦22.9 

+95.9 

4110.4 

Fruits  end  vegetables 

-  2.3 

+14.9 

+25  .i+ 

+71+.3 

4  76,0 

Fresh 

-  2.7 

+17.6 

430.5 

482.1 

+  83.3 

Canned 

-  .1 

♦  2.4 

+  4*9 

+1+2.1 

♦  1+1.8 

Dried 

+  ,6 

+  8,6 

+13*3 

+63.2 

+  80,0 

Beve rages 

-  .2 

+  .2 

+  .8 

♦37*3 

+  31.5 

Fats  and  oils 

-  1.2 

+  .6 

♦  3.6 

+55.7 

+  1+7.9 

Sugar  and  sweets 

1  /  rpU  ~  "U  ~ h  •  .i*  *  T 1  1 

-  .2 

-  .3 

-  .3 

+32.8 

+  32.1+ 

1943,  with  the  necessary  adjustments  for  .maintaining  comparability.  At 
same  time  the  number  of  foods  in  the  index  was  increased  from  54  to  6l# 
2/  Preliminary,  3/  Revised. 


the 


City  and 
Regional  Area 


United  States 

'  New  England: 

Boston 
Bridgeport 
Fail  'River  * 
Manchester 
New  Haven 

_ Portland,  Me', 

Providence  ' 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 
Newark 
N  ew  Yo  rk 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Rochester 
Scranton' 

East  North  Central: 
Chi  ca’go 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Columbus,  Ohio 
Detroit 
Indianapolis 
Milwaukee 
Peoria 
Springfield,  Ill, 

West  North  Central: 
Cedar  Rapids' 
Kansas  City 
Minneapolis  ' 

Omaha 
St,  Louis 
St,  Paul 
Wichita 


Per  cent..  Change 

-"A. ;0e real's 
All  .  and  •  Meats 


..October.  19,..  lfe  .  to  November  16,  I9Z4.3 


Foody  Bakery 


-  0,7;  0.0  *  -  0.2 


-  1.3: 

-  .3! 

-  1.5; 

-*  *5: 

*  l.i: 

+  .1; 

-5: 


'  .f 
.1 
.1 

.1+ 

'  .3V 

•  3 

r  .1 


"  *5:  *  .3 

-  .9:  0 

+  o' 

-  1.2'  +  *  ,2 

-  .1;  +  .5 

-  .5!  0 

-'1,2;-  .3 


-  2.0  -  ,r 


.6:  - 

r  0  : 

-  ,9:  * 

-  l.o;  - 

-  l.o;  + 

♦  ,l:  - 

-  *5:  + 


9,  +  ‘  .3 

.r 


0 


+ 

4 


* 

4 


•r  + 
.1:  + 
.1:  4* 

.3;  - 

.6 

.6  - 


.2 

.1 

.1 

.3 

.2' 


.2 
•  2 
a 
.1 
.1 

) 

.1 


*  -  V 

•  ( 

i  ♦  ’  .li 

:  -  3.9 

1  -  2.0 

i:  i 

;  -  .e 


j +  • 1 

;  +  l.l 

;  -  1.3 

.7 


.5* 

.7 


:  .5 

:  0 

:  -  .2 

I  -  *  -3 

:  -  .2 

:  -  .1+ 

:  -  .2 

:  +  .2 

;  -  •  .r 


4 

4 


.2 

.3 
.2 
•  2 

.3 

.2 

a 


Dairy 
Pro  duct 


0.0 


+  a 
a 

-  .3 

+*•  .1 

-  .2 

-  ,2 

*  .3 


+  a 

-  .2 

*  0 

-*  .2 . 

»b 

0 

-  .6 


+  .2 

-  a 

1.0 

0 

+  .2 

-  k2 

-  .2 

-  a 

-  a 


*  -U 

0 

+  ia 

-•  a 

-  .2 

+  .5 

0 


^g,~S 


+  0.1+ 


-  .8 

+  2*,  6 

-  1.8 

-  .7 

-  .2 

4  1.1 

4  2.8 


+  .5 
+  1.6 
♦  .2 

-  .3 

*  a 

*  .2 

*  1.0 


o* 

r.o 

.3 

1.3 
1.2 
1.8 

.8 

3.3 

1.6 


5.3 

1.5 

1.8 

3.7 

1.8 

.9 

3.0 


Bev- 

erage 


-  2.3  :  -  0.2 


1+.6 

-  2.5 

-  .8 
+  .9 
-3.3 
+  1.0 

2.3 


-  2.7  ; 

3.1+  : 

+  .6  : 

-'3.5  : 
+’  .3  i 
3.8  : 
-*  3.7  : 


7.0 

3.7 

iA 

.3 

3.3 

l+.o 

‘1+.5 

0 

1.9 


1.0 

a 

2.0 

3/3 

.9 

2.1 

2.0 


-  a 

-  1.3 

-  .7 

-  .5 

-  .8 

-  .5 

•-  ‘  .7 


-  1.0 
-  1.0 
-  .1+ 

-  .2 
+  .2 

-  1.2 


-  a 

-  .2 

-  .1+ 

+  .3 

-  .6 

-  .5 

-  .3 

.0 

+  a 


0 

0 

-  .6 

0 

-  .5 

0 

-  .5 


Fats  ;  Sugar 
and  j  end 
Oils  *  Sweets 


-  1.1 


1.3 

1.1+ 

1.9 

2,2 

1.6 

.3 

ia 


1.1 

1.3 

.5 

•6 

1.5 

2.0 

3a 


1.8 

.8 

1.0 

.8 

2,0 

1.9 
1.1 
1.1 
1.1 


1.3 

2.1+ 

1.2 

2.1 

.3 

.8 

1.1+ 


-  0.2 


0 

.2 

.9 

.1+ 

0 

0 

1.2 


4  .8 

0 

0 

-  a 

0 

0 

0 


-  .2 

-  .2 

-  .3 

-  2.7 

-  .6 

-  .3 

-  .2 

+  a 

-  .5 


a 

.2 

.5 

a 

a 

.6 


0 


1 


T 


Table  6  -  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by' Groups  of  Foods,  (Cont’d) 


Percen^'^Cfrange  -  October  IV,'  1943"  to  November  16,  19^3- 


• 

/ 

Cereals; 

Fruits 

Fats 

Sug 

ar 

Citv  and 

All.  •  •’ 

and .  I 

Meats  -Dairy 

Eggs 

and 

Bev- 

and 

■  and 

Regional  Area 

Foods: 

Bakery  i 

^Products 

Veg. 

erages 

Oils 

Sv/eets 

South  Atlantic^:  „ 

- 

< 

< 

■v  '  • 

i  • 

» 

1 

1 

1 

- 

*  * 

Atlanta 

2.0; 

- 

0.3  ; 

- 

0.9:  - 

0.1 

- 

2.2 

- 

7  g 

1  *7 

4 

0.1 

m 

U5 

4 

0*1 

Baltimore 

- 

3a; 

4 

.1  ; 

- 

.9;  - 

.2 

4 

.6 

-10.1 

«■» 

1.0 

- 

l.l 

4 

a 

Charleston,S.C. 

1*7* 

4 

.B  ; 

. 

,  .5 :  - 

,.2 

- 

-3 

- 

7.2 

0 

- 

.7 

- 

*2 

Jacksonville 

- 

1.3: 

4- 

•3  ■ 

l.o-i  - 

..2  < 

4 

‘..3 

- 

U.3 

4 

a 

•* 

A 

- 

a 

Norfolk 

- 

2  A- 

k 

.  .3  ; 

4 

9.3-i  - 

-.  3  • 

- 

.9 

U.5- 

- 

•7 

•  / 

A 

4 

a 

Richmond, 

•U*; 

w 

» 

a.  * 

4 

,  *9  ’  * 

.1 

4 

1.1 

- 

3.U- 

«• 

1.1 

1 A 

0 

-  Savannah.. 

- 

1 ,21 

4- 

a 

.2  . 

0  1  4 

.1 

4 

2.6 

- 

6.3 

.2 

- 

.9 

- 

.2 

Wa  shington,D.C., 

- 

1.9.: 

- 

.3  1 

4 

1.9-i  - 

a 

4 

.1 

8.1 

- 

.7 

.7 

- 

.2 

Win  s  ton  -Salem  ». 

- ' 

.9-: 

* 

4- 

.2  . 

<* 

.  A  ;  • 

1  - 

.6 

4 

2-3 

■  - 

Ua 

4 

a 

- 

#5 

0 

East  South  Central; 

i 

* 

1 

» 

> 

Birmingham  , 

- 

a: 

- 

A 

4 

.  ,6- :  + 

..3  • 

4 

1.1 

- 

1.2- 

- 

.7 

1.3 

4 

.2 

Jackson  - 

- 

1,2; 

- 

.5 

- 

.5- 

O' 

4 

1.9 

- 

7,  « 
y 

- 

.1 

*»» 

2.6 

- 

2.1 

Knoxville 

4 

A' 

- 

.2. 

4 

a ; 

0 

4 

3.9 

- 

.2' 

0 

.  .8 

1.1 

Louisville 

- 

.6  • 

0  -  ; 

- 

.  .5-:  - 

a 

4 

.9 

1.6 

** 

1.0 

- 

2.7 

0 

Memphi s 

•3-i 

a 

p  - 

..3  • 

- 

a 

1.0 

4 

.6 

1.2 

4 

.1 

Mobile  t 

- 

i.i+: 

1 

( 

4- 

.8 

- 

a ;  . 

I 

0.  - 

4 

2.3 

- 

8.5 

a 

- 

a 

0 

West  South  Central: 

1 

• 

1 

t 

*• 

/'  . 

’  %  • 
i. 

% 

Dallas 

- 

.8: 

4- 

.3' 

i 

.3  :  - 

a 

- 

.3 

- 

2.9 

4 

.2 

- 

.3 

0 

Houston 

—» 

l.i; 

4- 

.1 

mm 

l-3‘\ - 

1-5  - 

4 

1.6 

- 

2.1+ 

- 

.2 

- 

.5 

4 

.3 

Little  Rock  , 

4 

.  .31 

4- 

.2 

- 

.2-;  + 

.1 

4 

1.5 

4  4* 

3.7 

0 

- 

A 

- 

.2 

New  Orleans 

- 

i.U: 

i 

4- 

.7 

:- 

1.5;- 

a 

4 

.6 

<■  - 

5a- 

mm 

1 

•  f 

- 

.2 

0 

Mountain : 

1 

1 

•1 

- 

1 

» 

-  * 

r 

<* 

- 

Butte 

4 

.3-; 

- 

.5 

4- 

.6  : 

0 

4 

2.0 

- 

.2 

- 

.2 

4 

c 

♦  P 

- 

.8 

Denver 

+ 

ia-i 

4 

7) 

•y 

0  :  + 

9.3 

- 

a 

*  - 

1.3 

- 

.3 

«• 

A 

- 

1.3 

Salt  Lake  City 

4 

1.5: 

1 

- 

,2 

■4- 

•3  ;  - 

a  • 

mm 

*7 

v  + 

6,1* 

0 

4 

.2 

4 

.8 

Pacific : 

%  .  ■* 

* 

1 

•F  l 

» 

,  » 

Los  Angeles 

4 

,8: 

4- 

.1 

l.l  :  - 

*2 

mm 

.5 

4 

3.9 

4 

.2 

- 

1.7 

- 

.2 

Portland,Oreg, 

4 

•  3J'i 

0 

4 

,.3»i 

0 

4 

,u 

4 

l.o 

4 

.6 

- 

1.2 

a 

San  Francisco 

-  4- 

.  r9i 

0 

4 

,8  j  4 

•^4- 

4 

A 

,  4 

2 ,6f 

4 

.7 

- 

^7 

t  t 

.9 

Seattle  . 

4 

.  *6 : 

1 

t 

a 

4 

.8  :  - 

.2 

- 

.7 

4 

2  .ip 

.1 

- 

.3 

* 

0 

r  < 


Table  7  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of 

'  •  >-<  -  p •  •*.. ..  . 

Commodity  Average' 

Prices 

Cents  ' 


CEREALS ,AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS : 

Pny'nn  In*  r'  4  J 


Cereals : 

> 

* 

▼ 

Flopr,  whea£ 

10 

lb. 

63.0 

Macaroni 

,  *- 

* 

lb. 

15.6 

♦Wheat  cereal 

'  .  "  28 

oz  .* 

23.3 

Corn  flakes 

*  '  8 

oz .  ' 

6.6 

Com  meal 

lb. 

3.9 

♦  Rice 

t* 

12.8 

Rolled  oats 

.  tt 

8.7 

♦Flqur,  pancake 

20 

OZ  . 

11.1+ 

Bakery  products: 

r 

Bread,  white 

9  .  ♦ 

• 

lb. 

8.9 

Bread,  whole  whesTt 

tt 

9.8 

Bread:,  rye 

► 

II  « 

10.1 

Vanilla  cookies 

It 

28.1+ 

. Soda  crackers 

MEATS : 

.  .  • 

It 

18. 7 

r 

Beef  :> 

Round  steak 

lb. 

1+1.9 

Rib  roa  st 

tt 

33.8 

,  Chuck  roast 

11 

29-.  0 

♦Stew  meat 

* 

it 

31*.  3 

Liver 

11  • 

36.9 

Hamburger 

it' 

:  28‘.5 

Veal: 

Cutlets 

rolled 

tt 

1+5.9  ■ 

■  *Roast,  hoped  and* 

it’ 

36.2  • 

Pork :  '  t 

♦ 

Chops 

♦ 

r 

tt 

37.7 

Bacon,  sliced 

« 

1+1.5- 

Ham,  sliced 

♦  *' 

tt 

51.7* 

Ham,  wholp 

% 

It 

35.8' 

Salt  pork 

It 

22.8' 

♦Liver 

II 

22.2' 

♦Sausage 

It 

38.5 

♦Bplogna,  big 

Lamb : 

■  . 

II 

31+.5 

Leg 

It 

1+0.2 

Rib  chops 

tt 

1 

1+5.3 

NOTE:  Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined 
combined  from  January  19 I+3  to  date# 

*  /  Not  included  in  the  index. 

~V//  Priced  for  first  time  in  February  19 

£/  Not  available. 


Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined 


_ _ _  Percent  Change 

_Oct.  19;  Nov.  17, Sept.  I5.  Jan.  ll+.  Aug.  15 

191+3.  to  *  191+2  to  |19U2  to  !  191+1  to;  I939  to 

Nov.  16  ;  Nov.  16  ;Nov.  16  ;  Nov.  16:  Nov.  16 

19U3  ~~  ?  -191+3  ;  19U3  ;  1943  :  191+3 

•  4  1  ! 


+  0 .6 

+13.7 

•  +16.0 

1 

:  -*52.2 

+76.0 

0 

+10.6 

:  +10.6 

:  +13.0 

+11.I+ 

“  .1+ 

-  3.3 

-  2.9 

:  -  .9 

-  3.7 

0  . 

-  5.7 

-  5.7 

-  7*o 

-  5.7 

0 

+15.7 

+18.0 

+I+0.5 

+1+7.5 

+  .8 

♦  1.6 

+  2.1+ 

+62.0 

+70.7 

0 

'  1 

0 

+22.5 

+22.5 

-  1.7 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

0  „ 

+  2.3 

+  2.3 

+11+.1 

+1+.1 

0  . 

+  2.1 

+  3.2 

+12,6 

+11.  h 

0 

+  i+.i 

+  l+.l 

+12.2 

+  9.8 

-  .1+ 

+  7.2 

+  5.2 

+13.1 

2/ 

+  1.1 

+12.7 

+12.7 

+21+.7 

+27). 1+ 

0 

-  5.8 

-  5.2 

+  8.5 

+15.1 

.6 

-  2 .6 

-  2.6 

+  7.3 

+17.0 

-  .7 

-  l+.o 

-  3.3 

+15.1 

+28.9 

+  .6 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

-  .3 

,  1/ 

V 

1/ 

V 

-  .7 

V 

1/ 

V 

V 

-  ..9 

-16.7 

-16.1+ 

+  1.5 

+  8.0 

-  1.1+ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

0 

-12.3 

-12.5 

+29.6 

+22.0 

-  .7 

. 

.+  1.7 

+  1.5  : 

+37.9 

+36.5 

-  .2 

.-13.+  : 

-13.3  i 

+11+.6 

+11.1+ 

+  .3 

7.0  : 

-  6.5 

+36.6 

+30.7 

+ ,  .u  ; 

-  3.0  ; 

-  1+.2  : 

+36.5 

+1+8.1 

■  0  ; 

i 

■  i/,  1 

1/  i 

1/ 

1/ 

+  .5  : 

.  V  J 

•  1/  : 

V 

1/ 

-  -3 

1 

V  ! 

1 

I/.  1 

V  : 

» 

V 

-  .5  i 

« 

1 

+  +.7  : 

+  6.1  i 

+1+1+.6 ; 

+U5.7 

-  1.1  • 

-  2.6  ; 

-  3.8  : 

+29 .1+ : 

+23.+ 

•  » 

I  » 


prior  to  191+3  and  on  56  cities 


*  4 


Table  7  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont’d) 


Commodity 

Average 
•Prices  •< 

Percent  Ghange 

Oct.  19 

I9U3  to 
Nov,  16 

19U3 

Nov.  17 

I9U2  to 
Nov.  16 

1943 

Sept.  15 

19U2  to 
Nov.  16 

1943 

Jan .  lh 

1941  to 

Nov,  16 

1943 

Aug.  15 

1939  to 
Nov,  16 

191+3 

..... 

Cents 

MEATS ;  (Continued) 

•  •  i  .  * 

• 

•'  - 

Poultry  ;• 

Roasting  chickens  2/ 

lb. 

44.0 

• 

O 

1 

+  9.7 

+  9.6 

+50.7 

♦51+.9 

Fish;  - 

4 

1 

Fish  (fresh, frozen)  2/  lb. 

1/  ■ 

♦  3.8 

+28.7 

+37.1+ 

+96.0 

+131.3 

Salmon,  pink  16 

oz.  can 

2T.5  .. 

0 

'  +  5.9 

+  •7.8 

+1+9.7 

+83 .6 

♦Salmon,  red 

v  *  *  . 

»* 

Ul.2  . 

-  .2 

+  1.5 

+  1.5 

+56.1 

+78.1+ 

'  DAIRY  P ft) DUCTS :  '  -  •  * 

* 

' 

* 

/ 

> 

Butter 

lb. 

50.3  - 

-  .4 

-  7.9 

-  .6 

+32.1+ 

+63.8 

Cheese 

n 

35.9 

0 

-  .6 

+ 1+.7 

+33*0 

+1+5-3 

Milk, fresh  (delivered) 

qt . 

15.6 

+  .6 

+  3.3 

,  +  4.0 

+20.0 

+30.0 

:Mi ‘lk, 'fresh  (grocery*) 

tt 

14.4  , 

0 

+  6.7 

+  6.7 

+21.0 

+30.9 

Milk, fresh  (average-')  " 

It 

15.2 . 

+  .7 

+  ft.  8 

+ 1+.8 

+19*7 

+29.9 

Milk,  evaporated  •  ift-g' 

•  *  •  , 

oz.  can 

10,01. 

0 

+  8.7 

♦12.1+ 

+4o,8 

+1+9-3 

'  EGGS-;  !  ’  .  «  .  .  - 

Eggs,  fresh  2/ 

doz. 

67  .4 

*  .4 

+11+.7 

+22.9 

+95.9 

4110.4 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES; 

r 

Fresh"  fruits  and  vegetables; 

< 

•Fresh  fruits-; 

.  ? 

» 

j 

•  Apples  ■  + 

lb.  • 

1:0.2  . 

-  3*8 

452.2 

+64.5 

+96.2 

+131.8 

Bananas 

n  , 

12.2  4  ' 

-  .8 

+114-.0 

+18.4 

+81+.8 

+100.0 

Oranges 

doz.  - 

1+5.7  - 

-11.8 

+  1.6 

+16.9 

+67.1+ 

+1+5.1 

♦Grapefruit 

ea  •  - 

9.1+  . 

-  6,0 

+38.2 

0 

3/ 

3/ 

Fresh  vegetables; 

Beans,  -green 

lb. 

18.5 

+  4.5 

+  5.1 

+59.5 

432.1 

+156.9 

Cabbage 

n 

4.5 

-  2.2 

+25.0 

+15 .1+ 

+32.1+ 

+15.1+ 

Carrots 

bunch 

9.8 

♦  2.1 

0 

+42.0 

+63.3 

+113.0 

Lettuce 

head 

13.0 

-  .8 

-12.8 

+  4.0 

+51+.8 

+54.8 

Onions 

lb. 

7*1 ' 

+  4.4 

451.1 

+57.8 

+97.2 

+97.2 

Potatoes 

15  lb. 

61 .6  . 

♦  r.o 

+19.1+ 

+27.5 

+111.0 

+79*1 

'  Spinach 

lb.  ' 

9*6 , 

-  5.0 

-8.6 

-10.3 

431.5 

+23.I 

Sweetpotatoes 

"  i 

8.9. 

+  7.2 

+71.2 

♦39.1 

+78.0 

+61.8 

.  ♦Beets 

bun  ch 

8.7 

4  8.8 

V 

1+/ 

1+/ 

u/ 

Canned  fruits  and  vegetables;  • 

Canned  fruits; 

. 

Peaches 

#2j-  can 

26.1+ 

0 

+  5.6 

+10.6 

+60.0 

+54.4 

*  Pineapple 

M 

27.9-' 

0 

-  4.1 

-  1.4 

+33*5 

432.9 

'  * '  Grapefruit  juice 

#2  can- 

11+.1+. 

0  . 

+  9.9 

+16,1. 

3/ 

3/ 

NOTE;  Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  .to  1943  end  on  5 6  cities 
combined  from  January  1943  to  date. 

♦  Not  included  in  the  index.  . 

l/  Composite  price  not  computed. 

1?/  Percentage  change  computed  on  the  index,  -  • 

1/  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  1941. 

4/  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1943* 


Table  7  --Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont’d) 


Percent  Change 

Commodity 

Oct.  19 

Nov.  17 

Sept.  It 

Jan,  1U 

Aug.  15 

Average 

19U3  to 

I9U2  to 

1942  to 

1941  to 

1939  to 

. 

■  t  .  , 

Prices 

Nov,  16 

Nov,  16 

Nov,  16 

Nov,  16 

Nov.  16 

I9h3 

191+3 

I9k3 

19U3 

19it3 

» 

Cents  • 

■  %• 

f SUITS  AND  VEGETABLES :(Cont»d) 

Canned  vegetables: 
vBeans,  green 

‘  can 

IUJ4 

-  0.7 

+  3.6 

+  5.1 

+44.o 

+44.0 

Com  * 

.  *_  * 

<  -  n  , 

lh.2 

+  .7* 

+  4.4 

+  6,8 

+32.7 

+36.5 

Peas 

*  ti 

1U.5 

0 

-  1.4 

-  .7 

+  9.8 

+  6.6 

Tomatoes 

4  tt  , 

12.3 

—  ,8 

+  3*4 

♦  6.0 

+46.4 

+43.0 

*Soup, vegetable  11 

'oz,  can 

12,9 

+ 1,6 

1/ 

■  1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

Dried  fruits  and  vegetables; 

Dried  fruits:  * 

t 

« 

Prunes 

lb. 

16.? 

+  .6 

*  5-7 

+12,8 

*7h.o 

+89.8 

Dried  vegetables? 

Navy  ‘beans 
*Soup,  dehydrated. 

lb; 

10.3 

+  1.9 

♦lU.l 

+15. u 

*61.5 

+81.0 

chicken  noodle 

oz , 

3.7 

0 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

BEVERAGES: 

Coffee  * 

lb. 

29.8 

-  .3 

+  6,0 

+  3.8 

+bh.o 

*35.6 

Tea 

i  lb. 

23.6 

+  *9 

+  7.8 

+  5.U 

*3h.l 

+37.2 

*Cocoa 

2  1^  • 

9.5 

+  3.3 

-  6.9 

-  6.9 

+  4.4 

+10.5 

B’ATS  AND  OILS: 

'* 

Lard 

lb. 

18.9 

0 

+  2.7 

*  9.2 

+103.2 

+90.9 

Shortening  other  than  lard: 

In  cartons 

lb,V 

20,0 

-  .5 

+  2.0 

+  2,6 

+77.0 

+70,9 

In  other  containers 

”,  . 

2)4.9 

0 

.+  2,0 

+  2.0 

+36.1 

+23.3 

Salad  dressing 

‘  pt , 

25. h 

-  .4 

+  1.2 

+  '  .8 

+26.4 

2/ 

Oleomargarine 

lb. 

2U.0 

0 

+  6.7 

+  7.1 

+53.8 

+45.5 

Peanut  butter 

tt 

3i.a 

-  7.2 

+  6.9 

+11.5 

+73.2 

+73.2 

♦Oil,  coo'king  or  salad  * 

pt , 

30.7 

+  •  .3 

1/ 

.  1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS : 

Sugar  ‘  * 

lb. 

6,8 

,0 

-  1.4 

-  1.4 

+33.3 

+30.8 

Com  sirup 

24  0  z , 

15.9 

0 

*  3.9 

.♦  5.3 

+16.9 

+16.1 

*Molasses 

18  oz. 

15.9 

+  .6 

+  5.3 

+  6.7 

+18.7 

+16.9 

* Apple  butter 

16  oz. 

13.2 

+  1.5 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

• 

i 

y 

1 

1 

- - - i 

r 

■ 

NOTE:  Data  are  based  on  5‘1  cities  combined  prior  to  1943  and  on  56  cities 
combined  from  January  1943  to  date, 

*  Not  included  in  the  index, 

l/  Priced  for  the  first  time  ih  February  1943. 

2/  Not  available. 


Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  l/ 


Table  8'  -  Indexes  and  Percent  Change  from  January  194,1 


Indexes 

,  1935-39=100 

Percent  Chang 

e 

Region  and  City 

* 

Nov. 16 

2/191+3 

0  et-t-19 

-I9I-+5 

Nov,  17.  Sept i  15 

1942  i  1942 
*  * 

« 

1 

1 

< 

•  t 

%  t 

*  1 

jp.ri.ll4. 

191+1 

Oct. 19 

191+3 

to 

Nov, 16 

1943 

.Nov.  17 

;  1942 

to 

:nov.i6 

;  19I+3 

Sept .15 

191+2 

to 

Nov.  16 

191+3 

Jan  ,l4 

1941 

to 

Nov. 16 

1943 

•v  ,  'V  \  4  .  ■  .. 

United  States 

'  *  '*  ■ 

13V. 3 

138.2 

« 

•  •  * . . 

131.1:  126.6 
• 

« 

97.8. 

-  0.7 

r" 

*  1+.7 

+  8.5 

« 

+4o  ,4 

New  England: 
Boston  4 

131  .4 

133.1 

•  » 

» 

• 

13p.ii :  121+.1+ 

95.2 

• 

-  1*3 

... 

+  5.6 

+38.0 

Bridgeport  r* 

136.7' 

137.1 

'I30.i:  127.1 

96.5 

-  *3 

♦  5*1 

+  7*6 

+41.7  / 

Fall  ‘River 

133-2 

135.2 

130.6:  125.7 

97*5 

-  1*5 

+  2.0 

+  6,0 

+36.6 

Manchester ; 

133.8 

13U.5 

130.0,:  126.8 

96,6 

-  *5 

+  2.9 

+  5*5 

+39.5 

New  Haven 

137.1 

138.6 

130.3;  126.2 

95.7 

-  1.1 

.+  5*2 

+  8;6 

+43*3 

Portland,  Me, 

13U.5 

131+.3 

130.0!;  125.8 

95.3 

+  .1 

:+  3.5 

+  6,9 

♦i+i.i 

Providence  ! 

;36.2 

,136.9 

129.70  126.3 

• 

}  * 

,96.3 

-  *5 

+  5.0 

+  7*8 

+1+1.1+ 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 

137. 8‘ 

138.5 

t  • 

.•  * 

:  * 

133.71!  127.6 

100,2 

-  *5 

l  ’ 

t  1  ; 

;+  3.1 

%  t 

+  8,0 

+37*5 

Newark 

139.5 

140.8 

133.6q  128.0 

98.8 

-  *9 

+  4.4 

+  9*0 

+1+1.2 

New  York 

139.3 

138.7 

130.2:  125.2 

99.5 

4  *4 

+  7.0 

+11,3 

+40*0 

Philadelphia 

135  -b 

137.1 

128.2:  125.9 

95.0 

-  1.2 

■+  5.6 

+.9*3 

+1+2.5 

Pittsburgh 

138.0 

138.2 

129.6!  125.9 

98.0 

-  .1 

*  6.5 

+  9*6 

+1+0.8 

Roche  ster 

132.1+ 

133.1 

129.2::  125.2 

‘99.9 

-  *5 

♦  2.5 

+  5*8 

+32.5 

Scranton,. 

1  * 

137.0, 

138.7 

130.3;  125.6 

.97.5 

-  1.2 

f  5.1 

+  9.1 

+1+0.5 

East  North  Centra! 
Chicago  . 

• 

’l33.9. 

136.6 

• 
i  » 

• 

I29.9!  124.9 

,98.2 

-  2.0 

+  3.1 

+  7*2 

+36.4 

Cincinnati 

13U.9 

136.1 

130.6:  126.9 

96.5’ 

-  .9 

*  3.3 

+  6.3 

+39*8 

Cleveland 

4 

11+3.1. 

11+3.9 

132.5-.;  127.3 

.  99*2 

.6 

+  8.0 

+12.1+ 

♦44-3 

Columbus, Ohio 

9  t 

131.7. 

131.7 

124. 4:;  119.6 

93.1+ 

o„ 

+ 5.9 

+10.1 

+1+1.0 

Detroit 

b 

133.3, 

131+. 5 

129.6:  124.7 

.97*0 

-  .9 

+  2.9 

+  6.9 

+37.1+ 

Indianapolis 

13U.0.  ; 

135.1+ 

129.7:  127.1 

98.2 

-  1.0 

+  3.3- 

+  5.1+ 

+36.5 

Milwaukee 

131+.0 

135.1+ 

126.8:  121.0 

95.9 

-  1.0 

+  5.7 

+10.7 

+39*7 

Peoria 

11+1.5 

11+1.3 

134.6 ;  130.7 

.99*0 

+  .1 

*  5.1 

+  8.3 

+1+2.9 

Springfield, Ill, 

140.9 

141.6 

134.3 ;  130.2 

1 

96.2 

-  *5 

>  1+.9 

1 

+  8.2 

+46.5 

West  North.  Centra! 
Cedar  Rapids  3/ 

• 

139.0 

138.0 

1 

» 

125,6 :  121,2 

.95*9 

+  *7 

.+10.7 

♦14-7 

+44.9 

Kansas  City 

132.7 

132.6 

125.0  ■  120.7 

,92.1+ 

+  .1 

+  6.2 

♦  9.9  ; 

+43*6 

Minneapolis 

132.2 

132.3 

128.9;  123.3 

,99*0 

-  .1 

+  2.6 

+  7.2 

+33*5 

Omaha 

131.8 

132.5 

127.0:  123.2 

97*9 

-  *5 

♦  3.8 

+  7.0 

+34*6 

St.  Louis 

138.7 

139.1 

130.8 :  126.7 

99*2 

-  *3 

+  6.0 

9.5 

+39.8 

St,  Paul 

131.3 

130.5 

127.1;  120.8 

98.6 

+  .6 

+  3.3 

+  8.7 

+33*2 

Wichita  3/ 

11+6.7 

11+5.8 

136. 6  J  132.0 

97.2  j 

+  *6 

1  5 

7.1+  : 

+11.1 

+50.9 

weighted  to  represent  total , pur chases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower- 
salaried  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights.  Primary  use  is  for  time-to-time  comparisons  rather  than 
place-to-place  comparisons, 

2/  Preliminary, 

3/  Indexes  based  on  June  1940  equals  100,. 


Retail  Pood  Costs  in  Large  Cities  \J  (Cont'd) 

T&ble  8  -  Indexes  and  Percent  Change  from  January  I9I4.I 


and  Other  Specified  Periods 

.  j  .I., . . .  i.. .... 


Percent  Change 


South  Atlantic: 
Atlanta 
Bsltimo  re 
Charleston,S.C 
Jacksonville 
Norfolk  b/ 
Richmond 
Savannah 
Wa  shington,D.C 
Winston-Salem 


East  South  Central 
3i rmingham 
Jackson  3/ 
Knoxville  3/ 
Louisville 
Memphis 
Mobile 


West  South  Central 
Dallas 
Houston 
Little  Rock 
New  Orleans 


Mountain : 

Butte 

Denver 

Salt  Lake  City 


Pacific : 

Los  Angeles 
Portland,  Oreg 
San  Francisco 
Seattle 


Aggregate  costs  of  6l  foods  (5U  foods  prior  to  March  19^3) 
weighted  to  represent  total  purchases  of  families  of  wage 
salaried  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States 
population  weights.  Primary  use  is  for  time-to-time  compa 
place-to-place  comparisons, 

Pre limina ry , 

Indexes  based  on  June  I9I4.O  equals  100* 

Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News, 


s  < 


For  release 

Friday,  January  21,  19 hb 


53  f 

in  3*75  (2^ 


■  U.;S.  DEPART^IENT  OF  LABOR 

Bureau-  of:  Labor,  Statistics 
Washington,’,  D.  C. 

Prices  and  Cost  of  Living  Branch 

COST  OF  LIVING  AND  RETAIL  COSTS  OF  FOOD 

December  19U3 


’’Retail  prices  for  consumers  goods  in  large  cities  advanced  0.2  percent 
from  mid-November  to  mid-December,”  Secretary  of  Labor  Perkins : reported  today. 
"Costs  of  clothing  and  coal  were  higher,  and  rents  moved  up  slightly  from  their 
November  levels  while  food  prices  declined  0.1  percent  over  the  month,”  she 
said.  ’The-  total  cost  of  the  budget  of  the  moderate- income  city  family  on 
December  15,  19U3  was  3.3  percent  above  the  December  I9I4.2  level  and  23. 14.  percent 
higher  than  in  January  19Ul,  the  base  date  of  the  Little  Steel  formula.  The 
cost  of  living  index  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  stood  at  12^.1+  percent 
of  the  1935-39  average  in  December  and  12^.2  percent  in  November. 


’’Clothing  costs  advanced  0.8  percent  from  November  15  to  December  15,  to  a 
point  about  3 U  percent  above  the  pre-war  figure,  largely  because  of  the  continuing 
trend  towards  replacement  of  low-cost  merchandise  by  more  expensive  price  lines. 
Retailers1  stocks  were  depleted  by  early  Christmas  purchases  and  replacements 
generally  reflected  higher  wholesale  prices  permitted  under  OPA  pricing  formulas 
for  fall  and  winter  clothing.  Extremely  limited  supplies  of  childrens  clothing, 
menTs  work  clothing,  of  cotton  pajamas,  and  shorts  were  reported  in  most  cities. 
Larger  supplies  of  wool  available  for  civilian  use  this  fall  increased  the  volume 
of  all-wool  clothing,  particularly  men's  suits  and  women *s  coats,  and  there  were 
clearance  sales  of  women's  fur-trimmed  wool  coats  in  some  cities  in  December. 

’Permission  to  advance  coal  prices  was  granted  by  OPA  after  mid-November 
to  cover  higher  labor  costs  involved  in  the  wage  settlement.  The  increases  in 
retail  prices  from  November  to  December  ranged  from  60  to  'JO  cents  a  ton  for 
Pennsylvania  anthracite  and  from  5  to  30  cents  for  bituminous  coal. 

’’The  decrease  in  food  costs  from  November  to  December  was  primarily  due  to  a 
5  percent  drop  in  egg  prices,  and  to  lower  prices  for  pork,  lard,  peanut  butter 
and  oranges.  The  decline  in  egg  prices  was  larger  than  usual  at  this  time  of  year. 
The  average  price  in  December  (6I4.  cents  per  dozen)  was  3  cents  below  the  November 
average,  with  some  stores  advertising  prices  below  the  OPA  ceilings.  Pork  prices 
in  most  cities  were  lower  than  in  November  with  increased  supplies  on  the  market 
and  an  accompanying  increase  in  the  civilian  ration.  Prices  were  higher  for  fresh 
fish  and  flour,  and  most  fresh  vegetables  we re  up  seasonally. 


(LS  ^-21195) 
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'Slight,  advances  in  the  avbX’&’jgP* jpehtal  bill  from  September  to  December 
were  reported  from  21  of  the  3U  cities  included  in  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
cost  of  living  index,  and  the  average;  for  the  large  cities  was  up  0.1  percent. 

The  rise  reflected  a  number  of  adjustments  in  individual  returns  alloYred  by  OPA 
under  its  rent  regulations.,  principally  for  increased  occupancy.  There  were, 
declines  in  average  rents  from  September  to  December  in  k  cit-ies.  In  some  cities, 
owners  were  holding  vacant  properties  for  sale  thus  adding  to  the  shortage  of 
homes  available  for  rent. 


"Shortages  of  furniture  and  ..'the  disappearance ,  of  cheaper  furniture,  towels 
and  brooms  resulted'  in  higher . costs; for  housefurnishings .  Higher  charges  were 
reported  in  several  cities  for  nursing  care  and  hospital  services,  barber  and 
beauty  shop  rates,  motion  picture,  .admissions',  newspapers,  and  household  supplies. 
Popular  brands  of  the’ fiver  cent  cigar  wrere.herd  to  obtain  in  December,  and  dealers 
were  rationing  purchases  to  a.  half  dozen  cigars." 
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Report  for  December  15,  1943 


Table  1, 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 
Indexes,  1935-3$  *=  100* 


Date 

i 

All 

Items 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

House- 

furnish- 

ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

193$:  August  15 

5S.6 

93.5 

100.3 

104.3 

97.5 

100.6 

100.4 

1941 •  January  15 

100,6 

97.6 

100 . 7 

105.0 

100.6 

100.1 

101.9 

1942s  May  15 

116.0 

121:6' 

126.2 

109.9 

104.9 

122.2 

110.9 

September  15 

117.6 

126.6 

125.6 

106.0 

106.2 

123.6 

111.4 

December  15 

120.4 

132.7 

125.9 

106.0 

106.3 

123.7 

112.8 

1943:  October  15 

124.4 

136.2 

133.3 

i/ 

106,0 

107.9 

126.7  1/ 

117.6 

November  15 

124.22/  157.3 

133.5 

i/ 

106.0 

108  ;o 

126.9  1/ 

117.7 

December  15 

124*4 

137.1 

134.6 

106,1 

109 . 5 

127.9 

118.1 

Table  la.  '•  PERCENT  OF  CHANGE 


Date 

All 

Items 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

House 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

November  15~^  1943 
December  15,  1943 

to 

/  0.2 

-  0,1 

/  0.8 

/  0.1 

/  1.4' 

/  O.G 

/  0.3 

December  15,  1942  to 
December  15,  1943  /  3.3 

./  3.3 

/  6.9 

/  0.1 

/  3.0 

/  3.4 

/  4.7 

September  15,  1942 
December  15,  1943 

to 

/  5.6 

/  6.3 

/  7.0 

/  0.1 

/  3.1 

/  3.5 

/  6.0 

May  15,  1-942  to 
December  15,  1943 

/  7.2 

/12.7 

/  6.7 

-  1,6 

/  4.4 

/  4.7 

/  6.5 

.January  15,  1941  to 
December  15,  1943 

• 

/23.4 

/4C.2 

/33.7 

/  3.0 

/  u,6 

/27.8 

/15.9 

August  15,  1939  to 
December  15,  1943 

_ 

/26,2 

A6.6 

/34.2 

/  3.6 

/12.3 

/27.1 

/17.6 

*These  indexes  are 
and  lower-salaried 
1/  Revised, 

based  on 
workers 

changes;' 
in  large 

in  the  co 
cities. 

st  of  goods  purchased 

by  wage  earners 

Table  2* 


Report  for  December  15,  1943 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE. CITIES 

Percent  Change  Between  November  15,  1943  and  December  15,  1943  by  Groups^ 


(Some  indexes  for  November  revised) 


Area  and  City  ' 

Fuel, 

House- 

Mis- 

All 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

electricity 

furnish- 

cella- 

Items 

and  ice 

injEjs 

neons 

j  • 

Average:  Large  Cities  +0.2 

.  -0.1  1/ 

+0.  8 

+0.1 

+1,4 

+0.8 

+0.3 

New  England; 

* 

« 

X 

Boston 

Middle  Atlantic: 

+0.1 

,  -0.4 

+1.1 

.  .0 

+1.1 

+1 , 8 

+0.2  ■ 

Buf falo 

+0.2 

.  -0.1 

+0.6 

.0 

+1 . 6 

+0.2 

+0.2 

Now  York 

+0.2 

-0.1 

+1.2 

0 

+1.2 

+1 . 2 

+0 . 3 

Philadelphia 

+0.5 ' 

■+0.5 

+o.4 

+0.1 

+2 . 6 

+0.2 

0 

Pittsburgh 

-0.6 

-2.1 

+1.8 

+0.1 

+1.2 

+0.2 

+0.3 

Ea.st  North  Central: 

Chicago 

+0.2 

-0.1 

+0.5 

+0.2 

+1.2 

+1.9 

+0,6 

Cincinnati 

+0.5 

+0.7 

+0.1 

0 

+1.5 

+0.4 

+0.3 

Cleveland 

+0.1 

-0.3 

+0.7 

+0.1 

+1.0 

+0.5 

+0.2 

Detroit 

+0. 6 

+0.7 

+0.5 

+0.1 

+2.4 

+2, 1 

+0.5 

West  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

+o;u' 

0 

+o‘.4 

+0.1 

+1.0 

+0.2 

+1.2 

Minneapolis 

+0.5 

+0.1 

+1.1 

+0.2 

+1.5  = 

+0.2 

0 

St.  Louis 

+0.3 

+0.4 

1  +0.9 

-0.1 

+0.5. 

+0.8 

+0.1 

South  At 1 an  t i c  f  " 

Baltimore 

+0.6 

+0.1 

+2.9 

+0.1 

+2.0 

+1.4 

+0.1 

Savannah 

-0.1 

-0.5 

+0 . 6 

,0 

,-0.1 

+0.5- 

+0.2 

Washington,  D.C. 
East  South  Central: 

0 

-1.2 

+1.5 

0 

+2.2 

+0.2 

+0.2 

Birmingham 

West  South  Central: 

+0.2 

-0.4 

+1.2 

0 

+1.5 

+0. 6 

+0.1 

Houston 

+0.2 

0 

+0.2 

+0.1 

0 

+0.6 

+0.3 

Mountain: 

- 

( 

% 

k 

Denver 

Pacific: 

+0.8 

+1.4 

+0.3 

0 

.  \ 

+2.2 

+0.5 

+0.4 

Los  Angeles 

-0.2 

-0.8 

+0 . 6 

+0.1- 

*  e 

+0.1 

+0.6 

San  Francisco 

+0.1 

0 

+0.2 

+0.1 

0 

+1 . 6 

+0 . 2 

Seattle 

*■ 

0 

-O.3 

+0.2 

\ 

+0.2 

0 

+1.4 

+0.1 

*  These  percent  changes  < 

are  based 

on  indexes  of  the 

cost  of  goods 

purchased  by 

wage  earners  and 

lower- 

-salaried. 

workers 

in  large 

cities. 

1/  Based  on  prices 

for  56 

cities  collected 

on  Tuesday  nearest  the 

fifteenth 

of  the 

month. 
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Table*  3. 


Report  for  December  15,  19^3 


COST  OR  LIVING  IF  LaRGE  CITIES 


Percent  Changes  Since  August  1939 *  January  1941  and  other  Specified  Dates* 


Dec.  15,  19^2 

Aug.  15,  1939 

~!lm.  1,  l$4l 

1  May  15,  1942  ' 

City  and  Area 

to 

to 

to 

to 

Dec.  15,  19^3 

Dec.  15,  1943 

Dec.  15,  1943 

Dec,  15,  1943 

Average:  Large  Cities 

+3.3 

+26.2 

+23,4 

+  7*2 

New  England:  • 

»  -  * .  •tfm 

Boston 

+1,9 

+24.7 

+22,2 

+  6.8 

-  Manchester 

+2.9 

+29.2 

+26,1 

1/ 

Portland,-  Maine 

+2.8 

+27.2 

+25.4 

1/ 

Middle  Atlantic: 

Buffalo  * 

+2.0 

+28.0 

+23*7 

+  4.6 

New  York  • 

+4.9 

+26.4 

+23.9 

+10.4 

Philadelphia 

+3.3 

+26,4 

+24.6 

+  7.8 

Pittsburgh 

+3.7 

+26.4 

+22.9 

+  7.4 

-  Scranton 

+3.1 

+26.6 

+22.5 

1/ 

East  North  Central: 

Chicago 

+3.0 

+24.7  • 

+21.6 

+  5*7 

Cincinnati 

+7.5 

+27-6 

+24.7 

+  7*2 

'  Cleveland. 

+4,4 

+28,3 

+25.8 

+  8.0 

Detroit 

+3.3 

+27.3 

+24.2 

+  5.6 

■  Indianapolis 

+3.2 

+27.7 

+22,4 

1/ 

Milwaukee 

+2.8 

+25.3 

+22,5 

1/ 

West  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

+4,0 

+24.1 

+24.4 

+  7*3 

Minneapolis  • 

+2.4 

+22.5 

+19.9 

+  5*3 

St.  Louis 

+2.9 

+25.7  ’ 

+22.1 

+  6.7 

South  Atlantic: 

Atlanta 

+4.  3 

+26.8 

+24.5 

1/ 

Baltimore 

+3.4 

+27.6 

+25.0 

+  6.5 

Jacksonville 

+5.S 

+32.4 

+28.0 

1/ 

Norfolk 

+4.7 

+33*1 

+20.4 

V 

Richmond 

+2.3 

+24.6 

+22,6 

1/ 

Savannah 

+6.1 

+32,7 

+30.0 

+  9.0 

Washington,  D.  C. 

+3*7 

+25.2 

+23*5 

+  7.6 

East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 

+3.6 

+29.5 

+25.6 

+  7*5 

Memphis 

+4,U 

+30.6  . 

+28.0 

1/ 

Mobile 

+2.8 

+28, 3 

+26.0 

1/ 

West  South  Central: 

f 

• 

Houston 

+7.3 

+22.5 

+21,0 

+  6,2 

New  Orleans 

+3.7 

+29.7 

+27.1 

1/ 

Mountain: 

V 

Denver 

+3.7 

+25.7 

+23.5 

+  6.8 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

+2.2 

+26.0 

+23.5 

+  7.2 

Portland,  Ore. 

+2.1 

+29.4 

+27.0 

1/ 

San  Francisco 

+2.8 

+28,4 

+25.2 

+  874 

Seattle 

+2.4 

+28.2 

+26.0 

+  6,1 

*  These  percent  changes  are  based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by 
wage  'earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 

1/  Data  for  May  15*  19^2  not  available* 


Table  4. 


Report  for  December  15,  1943 


COST  OF  LIVING  IF  LaRGE  CITIES 

Percent  Changes  Between  September  Ip.  1943  and  December  15.  1945  by  Groups* 


Area  -and  City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel , 

electricity 
and  ice 

Kouse- 

furnish- 

Mi  s- 
cella-  •! 

neous 

Average:  Large^ Cities  +0.4 

-0.2  1  / 

+1.6 

+0.1 

+1.7 

+1.3 

+0.9 

Few  England: 

Boston 

+0.6  • 

-0.1 

+2 . 6 

0 

+1.1 

+2.0 

V 

+L.1 

Mancha s  te  r 

+0.7 

-0.1 

+1.9 

0 

+0, 6 

+1.7 

+2,0  „ 

Portland,  Maine 

+0.9 

+1.3 

+0.9 

+0.3 

+1  *  6 

+1.2 

+0.3  W 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 

A 

+0.5* 

+6.2 

+1.0. 

0 

+1.6' 

+0.2 

40.  g  A 

Few  York 

+0.§.r 

+0.5 

+2.7 

+0.1 

+3.0" 

+1.6 

40.7  -  'v 

Philadelphia 

+0.7 

+0.7 

+0.7 

+0.1 

+2.6 

+0.7 

40  .  g 

Pittsburgh 

0  • 

-1.7 

+4.0, 

+0.1 

+1.2 

+0.6  *' 

+0.6 

Scranton'  . 

+0.2. 

-0.7 

+1.0 

-0.1 

+5.S 

+0.3 

+0.4 

East  Forth'  Central: 
Chicago 

-0.5 

-2.4 

+1.0 

+0.2 

+1.2’ 

+2,5 

+1.5 

Cincinnati 

+0 . 4> 

-0.2 

+0.6 

+0.2 

+1.5 

+0.7 

+1,4’ 

Cleveland 

0 

-0.9 

+1.1 

+0 . 1 

+1.0 

+1.3 

+0.5 

Detroit  * 

+o.  g 

+0.4 

+0.7/- 

+0.2 

+2.4 

+4.0 

+1.2. 

Ind.ianap4olis 

+0.1 

-0.1 

-0.1  . 

+0.1 

+1.2 

+0.2 

+0.3  : 

Milwaukee 

+0.1 

-0.5 

+0.1+  ■ 

0 

+1.6 

■+0. 4 

+0.4 

West  Forth  Central: 
Kansas  City 

+0.9 

+0.1 

+1.2  ... 

+0.4 

+1.0 

+0.3 

+2.5’ 

Minneapolis 

+0.9 

+1.5 

+1.7  • 

+0.2 

+1.3 

+0.3 

-0,1 

St.  Louis 

+0.6 

+0.1 

+1.5 

-0.1 

+0.5 

+1.1 

+1.4 

South  Atlantic: 
Atlanta* 

-0..2 

-l.c 

+0.9 

+0.1 

+0 .  g 

+1.9 

+0.9 

Baltimore 

-0.1 

-1.9 

+3-5 

0 

+2.0  ' 

+1.7 

+1.0 

Jacksonville 

-1.1 

-3-0 

+1.0 

+0.2 

+0.-6 

+1.1 

+1-3 

Norfolk 

-0.7 

-7.1 

+0 . 4 

+0.1 

+1.2 

+1.2 

+1.9 

Richmond 

+0..1 

-0.5 

+1.5 

-0.2 

+1.-3 

+0.4 

-0.1 

Savannah 

-0.5 

-l.g 

+1.0 

0 

-0.1 

+0.7 

40 . 6 

Washington,  D.  C. 

-0..1 

-1.9 

+2 , 1 

0 

+2.4 

40.5 

+0.5 

East  South  Central: 
Birmingham 

0 

-1.2 

1 

+2.2 

+0.1 

+1.6 

+2.1 

40.1 

Memphis 

-0v5 

-2.5 

+1:0 

+0.1 

+0.5 

+0.7 

+1 . 1 

Mobile 

-0.5 

-2.0 

+0;  6 

+0.1 

+0.2 

+0.5 

+1.5 

West  South  Central: 
Houston 

0 

-1.0 

+0.4 ' 

+0.2 

+2.9 

+0.6 

+0. 6 

New  Orleans 

-o;  g 

-l.g 

+0.4 

0 

0 

+0.9 

+0.3 

Mountain: 

Denver 

+1.5 

+2.9 

4 

+0  .  b 

0. 

+2.2 

+1.5 

\ 

+0.S 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

+1.0 

+1.1 

+1.3 

+0.2 

0  2/ 

+0 . 1 

+1.5- .  ' 

Portland,  Ore. 

+0.4 

+0.1 

+0.7 

-0.2 

+0.1 

+1.6 

+1.1 

San  Francisco 

+1.5 

+2.7 

+1.5 

+0.1 

0, 

+1.7 

+0.6 

Seattle  - 

+0.6 

+0,5 

+0.6 

+0.4 

0 

+4.4 

+0.6 

r  ' 

*  These  percent  changes  are  based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  good 

s  uur chased 

V-  • 

wage  earners  and 
1/  Based  on  prices 

lpwer- 
for  56 

-salaried  workers 
cities  collected 

in  large  cities, 
on  Tuesday  -nearest  the 

fifteenth 

of  the 

month. 

2/  Index  for  August 

and  September 

revised: 

AUgUSt 

92. 5*  September  92.5, 
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Report  for  December  15,  19.^3 
COST'  OF  LIVING  I  IT  LARGS  CITIES 


’Indexes  ,'1935-  3°  =  100* 

(Some  Inder  es  for  October  and  November  Revised) 

...  «  -  *  ' 

/  r 

-  ■  -  -  - 

f  *-  *  *’  H*  ' 

TTviei. 

City  and  Date 

All  Food  Clothing 

Items 

Rent 

electricity 
and  ice 

Average :  Large 

Cities 

*  -*  '  '  ‘ 

October  15 

124.4  13S. 2  1/ 

133.3 

108.0 

107.9 

November  15 

12^.2  1-57.  7  r/- 

133-5 

108.0' 

108.0 

December  15 

124.4  i37.il/ 

■134.6 

108.1- 

109. 5 

Atlanta: 

* 

October  15 

2/  l4o.  7 

2/ 

2/ 

112.9 

IT  ov  ember  15 

p  137-5 

2/ 

2/ 

113.1 

December  15 

-12?. 3  137.7 

130, 8 

log  6 

113.8 

Baltimore: 

.  . 

t 

October  15 

126.9  147.0 

132.8 

106.6 

106.8 

Nov ember  15 

125-2  142.4 

133.1 

106.5 ■ 

106.8 

December  15 

125. .9  142.5 

137.0 

i 

106.6' 

108.9  - 

Birmingham: 

« 

October  15 

127.3  lUl.g 

137.4 

122.3 

102  .-4 

November  15 

127. -4  1U1.7 

133.  s 

122.4 

102.5  . 

December  1.5 

127. .6  l4i. 2 

135.4,  • 

122.4 

104.0 

Boston: 

*  1 

October  15 

121.6  133.1 

130.2 

104.9 

118.4  * 

November  15 

121.0  131.4  - 

130.3  ■ 

104.9 

118'.  4' 

December  15 
Buffalo:^ 

121.1  130.9  • 

% 

132.2  • 
V 

104. 9  ■ 

119:7 

October  15 

126.1  138.5 

132.5 

114.6 

104.  g 

November  15 

125.3  137. S 

132.6 

vii4.6 

104.8 

December  15 . 

126.1  137.6 

133.4 

114.6  ' 

106.5 

Chicago: 

■ 

• 

• 

October  15 

123. 8  136.6 

128.8 

114.5 

IO3.2 

November  15 

122.8  133.9 

129.0 

114.5  ■ 

.  IO3.2 

December  15 

123.1  177.7 

129.6 

114.7  ' 

104.4 

Cincinnati:  , 

,  * 

' 

•  -  ... 

October  15 

124.0  I36.I 

135.7 

105.3 

IO3. 8 

November  15 

12-7.6  174.9 

135.9 

105.4  ' 

.  103.8 

December  15 

124,2  I35.9 

136.0 

105.4'  * 

105.4 

Cleveland: 

,  k 

4 

* 

October  15 

128.5  l43.q 

136.5 

115.5 

113.5 

November  15 

128.2  143.1 

136.7 

H5.5  * 

llj:5 

December  15  - 

128.3  142.6 

137.7 

115.6  ’ 

n4;6 ' : 

Denver: 

*  / 

October  15 

121.9  175.7 

126.0 

109.0 

101.3 

November  15 

122.5  136.8 

126.2 

109.0 

.  101.3' 

December  15 

123.5.  132.7 

.126.6 

109.0  .  * 

103.5 

Detroit: 

¥  * 

October  15 

125.0  174.5 

132.5 

ll4.4 

108.8 

November  15 

124.6  133.3 

132.7 

114.5 

108.8 

December  15 

1^5.4  134.2 

13^.3  - 

114.6  ' 

111.4  . 

,  n.  r  .  ,Y — _ 

House-  Mis— 

furnish-  cella- 
ings_ neous 


126.7  117.6 

126.9  117.7 

127.9-  118.1 

2/  ,  2/ 

2/  1/ 

123.0.,  120.6 

130.: 7  •  115.7 
130.8..  115.7 
132.-6-  115.8 

t  9 

122.1  -117.6 

122.4  117.6 

124.3  '  117.7 

>  :  ..  ' 

121.7  ll4>5 

121.7  114.5 

123.9-  114.7 

126.8  122.4 

126.9  .  122.5 

127.1  122.7 

121.3  116.2 

121.6  .  116.3 

123.9  117.0 

131.5  117.8 

131.7  118.0 

132.2  118.4 

127.0  117.7 

I27.-I  ..  117.7 

127.7  -  117.9' 

122.6  II6.6 

123.2  116.6 

123.8  117.1 

125.7-  123.3 

126.3  ...  123.4 

128.9  124.0 


Table  5  ( Cent inued) 


Report  for  December  15*  19^3 

coa?  OP  LIVING  IFLaRGS  C IT IBS 
Indexes,  1935-39  =  100* 

(Some  Indexes  for  October  and  November  F.evised) 


•  . 

Puel , 

House- 

Mi  s- 

City  and  Date 

All 

Pood 

Clothing 

Rent 

electricity 

furnish- 

cella- 

Items  ‘ 

and  ice 

ings 

neous 

Houston:  „ 

>,  ■ 

< 

October,  15 

123.5 

13  8.4 

13*. 5 

109.2- 

91.0 

123.2 

H8.7 

November  15 

12.3.2 

137.3 

134.6 

109.2 

91. s 

123.2 

118.8 

December  15 
Indianapolis : 

123.  u 

137.3 

13*.  9 

109.3 

91.8 

124. 0*  ' 

119.2 

'  October  15 

•  2/ 

155.  * 

2/ 

2/ 

110,7 

2/ 

2/ 

,  November  15 

■  2/ 

17M 

2/- 

2/ 

110.4 

2/ 

2/ 

December  15 

12*7.8 

I3U.U 

136.9 

115.6 

111.6 

130>6' 

119.1 

Jacksonville : 

.  October.  15 

2/ 

1U6.8 

2/ 

2/  • 

115.0 

2/ 

2/ 

.  November .15 

■  2/ 

1  44,9 

2/- 

2/  - 

13.4. 0 

2/ 

2/ 

December  15 

130.* 

144.2 

133.2 

112.4 

114.2 

128.2 

128.8 

Kansas  City:- 

« 

. 

.  October.  15 

"121.8 

132.6 

130.7 

108.9 

108,2 

120.9 

118.7 

,  November  15 

121.9 

132.7 

130.8 

109.0. 

108.1 

121.0 

118.7 

December  15 

122.  4 

132.7 

131.3 

109.1 

109.2 

121,2  : 

120.1 

Los  Angeles; 

•  . 

* 

• 

< 

• 

,  October . ' 15 

126.3 

1*3.3 

174. 2 

110,2- 

92.5 

119.1 

120.1 

.  November  15 

‘  126.8 

144.4 

13*.  5 

110.2- 

92.5 

119.1  ' 

120,3 

December  15 

126.6 

143.3 

135.3 

110.7 

92.5 

119. 2 • 

121.0 

Manchester : 

.  October ,  15 

•  2/ 

13*.5 

2/ 

2/  • 

127.5 

2/ 

2/ 

,  November  15 

2/ 

133. S 

2/ 

2/ 

123.5 

2/ 

2/ 

December  15 

126.  4 

173. 8 

13b.6 

107.8 

124.3 

12?).  4- 

118.1 

Meinnhis:  ,  '  . 

•  -m  ' 

* 

. 

- 

.  October-  15 

2/ 

144.4 

2/- 

2/ 

104.2 

2/ 

2/ 

*.  November  15 

■  2/ 

1*3.9 

?/ 

2/ 

104.2 

2/ 

2/ 

December  15 

127.7 

144.5 

142.1 

115.9 

10*,  7 

126.6 

115.8 

Milwaukee: 

■*  / 

October,  15 

.  2/ 

135. u 

2/  ’ 

2/ 

106.8 

2/ 

2/ 

.  November  15 

-  2/ 

13^.0 

2/-  ■ 

2/ 

106. 8 

2/ 

2/ 

December  15  , 

121.5 

132.9 

127.9 

108,2 

108,5 

125.6 

116.1 

'  Minneapolis : 

* 

, 

* 

^  ‘ 

« 

•  ■  • 

.  October.  15 

121.7 

132.3 

170.2 

110.1, 

102,5 

125.6 

118.8 

.  November  15 

121.7 

172.2 

130.5 

110,1. 

102,5 

125.6 

118.8 

December  15 

122.1 

132.3 

131.9 

110.7 

107.8 

125.9 

118.8 

Mobile: 

« 

, 

5 

.  October.  15 

*  2/ 

1*7.5 

2/ 

2/  - 

103.9 

■2/ 

2/ 

.  November  15 

-  2/ 

1*5.* 

2/. 

2/  •' 

107.9 

2/ 

2/ 

December  15 

126.5 

144.9 

129.6 

113.-7 

104.1 

122.0 ■ 

117.2 

New  Orleans: 

* 

% 

n 

-  - 

.  . 

.  October.  15 

,  2/ 

152a 

2/ 

2/  • 

104.3 

2/ 

v  2/ 

.  November  15 

■  2/ 

1*9.9 

2/ 

2/ 

10U.3 

2/ 

2/ 

December  15 

12?.  5 

1*9.0 

135.7 

107.2 

104.7 

128.6 

n*.  9 

Table  5  (Continued.) 


Report  for  December  15,  19^3 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGS  CITIES 
Index,  1Q35-3Q  =  100* 

(Some  Indexes  for  October  and  November  Revised 


City  and  Date 

All 

■  Items 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel 

electricity 
and  ice 

House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

New  York: 

October  15 

124.5 

138,7 

136.9 

103.5 

111.8 

120.8 

117.5 

November  15 

12U.g 

139.3 

137.2 

107.5 

112.7 

121.0 

117.6 

December  15 
Norfolk: 

125.1 

139.1 

138.8 

103.5 

114.0 

122.4 

117.9 

October  15 

2/ 

l4g.  3 

2/ 

2/ 

116.0 

2/ 

2/ 

November  15 

2/ 

l44.g 

2/ 

2/ 

116.6 

2/ 

2/ 

December  15 
Philadelphia: 

130.2 

• 

145.1 

I36.O. 

108.7 

117.4 

131.1 

125.4 

October  15 

123.6 

137.1 

131.6 

106.7 

105.3 

124.7 

116.2 

November  15 

123.0 

135.4 

131.8 

106.7 

IO5.8 

124.8 

116.2 

December  15 
Pittsburgh: 

123.6 

136.1 

132.3 

106.8 

108.6 

125.0- 

116.2 

October  15 

125.0 

138.2 

142.6 

107.3 

110.3 

125.8 

*116.0 

November  15 

125.1 

138.O 

143.4 

107.3 

IIO.3 

125.0 

116.2 

December  15 
Portland,  Maine: 

124.4 

135.1 

3,46.0 

107.4 

111.6 

.  126.2 

■v 

116.5 

October  15 

2/ 

134.3 

2/ 

2/ 

116.9 

2/ 

2/ 

November  15 

2/ 

134.5 

2/ 

2/ 

117.7 

2/ 

s/ 

December  15 
Portland,  Oregon: 

123.5 

134.4 

131.9 

10b.  7 

118.6 

123.3 

118.2 

October  15 

2/ 

144.6 

2/ 

2/ 

116.5 

2/ 

2/ 

November  15 

2/ 

145.0 

2/ 

2/ 

116.6 

2/ 

2/ 

December  15 

129.5 

144.9 

135.0 

115.2 

116.6 

125.1 

121.7 

Richmond : 

October  15 

2/ 

137.1 

2/ 

2/ 

106.5 

2/ 

2/ 

November  15 

2/ 

136.5 

2/ 

2/ 

106.7 

2/ 

2/ 

December  15 

122.1 

136.0 

135.8 

103.7 

107.0 

129.1 

113.4 

St.  Louis: 

October  15 

122.7 

139.1 

133.6 

106.1 

106.2. 

118.0 

112.9 

November  15 

122.9 

138.7 

133.9 

106.1 

106.2 

118. 3 

114.4 

December  15 

123.3 

139.3 

135.1 

106.0 

106.7 

118.9 

114.5 

San  Francisco: 

October  15 

126.8 

142.4 

131.7 

106,0 

92.1 

119.0 

124.8 

November  15 

127.  >4. 

143.7 

131.9 

106.0 

92.1 

119.0 

124.8 

December  15 

127.5 

143.7 

132.1 

106.1 

92.1 

120.9 

125.1 

Savannah: 

October  15 

172.5 

152.2 

134.8 

13.4.0 

H3.5 

121.9 

124.0 

November  15 

131.9 

150.4 

134.3 

ii4.9 

113.5 

122.0 

124.3 

December  15 

131, s 

149.7 

135.6 

114.9 

113.4 

122.6 

124.6 

T&ble  5  (Continued)- 
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*  COST  OR  LI VINO  IK  LABOR  CITIRS 
Indexes,  1035-39  =  100* 


(Some ' Indexes  for  October  and  November  Revised.) 


City  and.  Date 

All 

.k\  .  Items 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

Ruel , 

electricity 
.  and.  ice 

House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Mis- 
c  e  1 1  a— 

neous 

Scranton: 
October  15 

2/ 

•13S.  7 

u  .UJ  -  -  -■  ■ 

s 

'  H 

2/ 

£/ 

10U.2 

2/ 

2/ 

November  15 

2/ 

•137.0 

2/ 

•  ’  IOU.5 

2/ 

2/ 

December  15 

’  121.5 

*136.2 

132.9 

■  97.2 

109.9 

125.0 

111.2 

Seattle: 

October  15 

•  ;  12S. 2 

.142.8 

133.6 

■  110.8 

102.4 

123.4 

127.2 

November  15 

12S. 6 

143.6 

133*7 

‘111.0 

102.4 

125.0 

127.2 

December  15 

128.6 

•  143.1 

134.0 

-  111.2 

102.4 

126.8 

127.3 

Washington: 
October  15 

12b. 2 

-  lUo.2 

i4i.5 

r*  IOO.3 

106.6 

132.4  ' 

121.4 

November  15 

■  123. 4 

'  137.5 

lUl.8 

•  100.3 

106.8 

132.6 

121.4 

December  15 

*•  v 

128.  4 

135.9 

l4:j.  9 

'•  *  100.  3 

109.2 

■  132.9 

121,6 

■  — ■  . . 

*  These  indexes' are  based  on  changes' 'In  the- cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 


1 /  Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected,  on  the  Tuesday  nearest  the 
of. the  month.  - 

2/  Monthly  data  not  available. 


fifteenth 


Table  6  -  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  Combined  l/ 


Indexes,  1935*39  *  100 


Commodity  Croup 

'  nr 

- - jgrg - 

~mi 

2/  Deo . 

TJov.  16 

Dec.  15 

Sept.  15 

Jan.  14 

Aug .  1 5 

* 

All  Foods 

137.1 

137.3 

132.7 

126.6 

97.8 

93.5 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

108.4 

108. 3 

105.8 

105.1+ 

91+.9 

93-1+ 

Meats 

130.9 

130.1+ 

133.2 

130.6 

-  101.1 

95-7 

Beef  and  veal 

119.2 

119.0 

127.5 

126.0 

109-1+ 

99-6 

Pork 

115.0 

113.3 

125.2 

124.0 

86.1 

88.0 

Lamb 

131+-1  ■ 

133.5 

135.7 

133.7 

98.7 

98.8 

Chickens 

14.8.5 

11+6.5 

131+.9 

133.7 

97.2 

.  91+.6 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

225.2 

223.6 

183-3 

168.2 

118. 7 

99.6 

Dairy  Products 

133.5 

3/133-6 

132.3 

127-7 

105.1 

93.1 

Eggs 

181.0 

~  190.8 

167.2 

155.2 

97-1+ 

90.7 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

163.7 

162.6- 

146.6 

129.7 

93.3 

92.1+ 

Fresh 

171.5 

170.1 

151.0 

130.3 

93-1+ 

92.8 

Canned 

130.0 

129.9 

127.7 

123.8 

91.1+ 

91.6 

Dried 

162-5 

162.5 

150.5 

11+3-1+ 

99-6 

90.3 

Beverages 

12k -7 

124.8 

121+.5 

123.8 

90.9 

91+.9 

Fats  and  oils 

124.3 

125.0 

125.3 

120.7 

80. 3 

8i+.  5 

Sugar  and  sweets 

126.7 

1 

126.6 

127.7 

127.0 

95.3 

95-6 

Table  6- A  -  Percent  Change 


—  . . .  ..   -  - 

Commodity  Group 

•  Nov.  16 

1943  • 

to 

Dec.  14 
'  1943  . 

Dec.  15 

1942 
to 

Dec..  14 

1943 

Sept.  15 

1942 

to 

Dec..,  14 

1943 

Jan.  I4 

1941 

to 

Dec.  l4 

1943 

Aug.  15 

1939 

to 

Dec.  14 
1943 

All  Foods 

-  0,1, 

+  3.3 

+  8.3 

+40.2 

+46.6 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

+  .1 

+  2.5 

+  2.8 

+14.2 

-46.1 

Meats 

+  .4 

*  1.7 

+  .2 

+29*5 

+36.8 

Beef  and  veal 

+  .2 

-  6.5 

*  5.4 

+  9.0 

+19-7 

Pork 

*  .3 

*  9.7 

-  8.9 

+31.2 

+28.4 

Lamb 

+  *4 

-  1.2 

+  .3 

+35.9 

+35.7 

Chickens 

+  1  *4 

+10.1 

+11.1 

+  52.8 

+57.0 

.  Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

+  .7 

+22.9 

+33*9 

+89-7 

+126.1 

Dairy  Products 

-  .1 

+  .9 

+ 1+.5 

+27.0 

+1+3-1+ 

Eggs 

-  5.1 

•  +  8.3 

+16.6 

+85-.8 

+99-6 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

+  ,7 

l*  +11.7 

+26.2 

+75.5 

+77.2 

Fresh 

+  .8 

+13-6 

+31 .6 

+83.6 

+84.8 

Canned 

+  .1 

+  1.'8 

+  5.0 

+42.2 

+1+1-9 

Dried 

0 

+  8.0 

+13.3 

+63.2 

+80.0 

Beverages 

-  .1 

+  .2 

+  -7 

+37.2 

+31.1+ 

Fats  and  oils 

.6 

-  .8 

+  3.0 

+5M 

+1+7.1 

Sugar  and  sweets 

+  .1 

-  .8 

-  .2 

+32.9 

+32.5 

1/  The  number  of  cities  included 
1943,  with  the  necessary  adjus 
same  time  the  number  of  foods 
2/  Preliminary. 


in  the  index  was  changed  from  51  "to  56  in 
tments  for  maintaining  comparability.  At 
in  the  index  was  increased  from  54  to  6l. 
3/  Revised. 


March 

the 


.  '  g?&ble  :7  ~  Retail  Food1  Costs  in  C*it  iasLU 

by  Groups  of  Foods 


.  ;?  Percept;  ohauge.t 

\  November. 

16,.  iS 

u 

U3..  t.o  ..Decer,ber l4»  19A3  - 

City  and 

Regional  Area 

All  •  • 
Foods 

Cereals  • 

and.  -| 
Bakery  j 

Meats 

1  - 

j Dairy 
;  Products 

Eggs 
V'rr  - 

Fruits 

and 

Veg. 

Bev¬ 

erages 

t  ats 

ahd 

Oils 

Sugar 

■and 

Sweets 

United  States 

-  0.1 

•  1 

i 

+  o.i  i 
. . 

+:  o.U 

:  ’  -  0.1 
* 

* 

r  5.1 

+  0.7 

- 

0.1 

-  0.6 

+  0.1 

.  ’4 

New  England: 

Boston 

-  .4 

* 

-  :  : 

;  +  .ip- 

+  .2 

!.  .c;  ’  , 

»  *■  \ 

i  •  0 

• 

-  6.6 

0 

.2 

-  .3 

4-'  1.2 

Bridgeport 

0 

+  a  ; 

-  *3 

:  *  0 

-  .ip 

+  -5 

0 

4-  .1 

'  '  0 

Fall  River 

’  ■  -  .5* 

0  •  '  i 

+  1.3 

r-  .1 

-  7.0 

-  .9 

0  ’  ' 

-  1.0 

4-  .ip 

Manchester 

0  f 

+  iU  i 

+  2.0 

.2 

-  8.4 

+  -7 

- 

.2 

+  .  1 

•  0 

•New  Haven 

-  .i- 

+  .1  ' 

+  .5 

:  •  0 

-  3*U 

-  .2 

- 

.1 

-  .u 

-  .2 

•  Portland,  Me. 

-  .1 

+  .2  ; 

>  1J0 

;  *  +  .2 

-  9.0 

+  2.8 

0 

—  1.2 

4-  .1 

Providence 

'■-15 

r 

o  ; 

+  .2 

: '  0 

/ 

■f  .  [  > 

-  9.7 

-  3.0 

*• 

.2 

*6 

-  .7 

Middle  Atlantic 
Buffalo 

-  f 

'  -  -  .1 

o  ! 

-  .6 

) 

f;  »•„  .  * 

\  •  '  i 

\ •* -  . .1 

~  5.5 

+  2.2 

+ 

•5 

-  .9 

4-  .ip 

Newark 

-  .1 

o. 

+  1.3 

-  .1 

-  6.8 

+  .2 

- 

•3 

+  -5 

-  .2 

New.  Yolk 

-  .1 

+■  .1  • 

+  1.1 

*  0 

-  Ip  •  8 

-  .2 

+ 

.1 

-  .5 

+  .1 

«  Philadelphia 

+  *5. 

-  ...  .3  : 

.  +  1.8 

•  0 

■*  -  \  •  •:  * 

5.3 

+  2.4 

mm 

.2, 

+  .6 

Pittsburgh 

-  2.1 

+  -l  : 

+  .1 

:  0 

-  6.7 

-  6.5 

— 

.2 

4-  .  1 

-  .  1 

Rochester 

+  .1 

+  .1  i 

+  *9 

:  -  .1 

-  7.6 

+  3.8 

- 

•3 

•  9 

0 

Scranton 

-  .6 

+  .1,  : 

1  * 

-  .  .6 

:  +  .2 

j  ■  * 

8.3 

+  1.0 

• 

.1 

-  .2 

4-  .2 

East  North  Central; 

t 

1 

.  ...  c 

t 

•  1 

-  .U 

Chicago 

-  .1 

+  .1  •: 

4-  .8 

;  -  •  ;i 

-  3.9 

-  .1 

4- 

.1 

-  .6 

Cincinnati 

+  .7 

+  .3  . 

+  *3 

:  +  ■  .1 

-  2.9 

+  3.1 

4- 

.1 

4-  .4 

0 

Cleveland 

-  -3 

+  •!  : 

-  .3 

;  +  .8 

-  7.U 

+  .6 

- 

'  .3 

-  .3 

0 

; 

Columbus,  Ohio 

-  .8 

-  .5  ; 

-  .5 

:  '  0 

-  5-U 

+  *3 

4- 

.2 

-  l.l 

0 

Detroit  - 

•+•• '  •  7 

x-  .2  : 

+  •  -.6 

;  -.,‘-,1 

.6.0 

+  i{..2  r 

.4-v 

.2 

-  .  ...2 

Q 

Indianapolis 

+  *3 

+  .3  : 

+  1*7 

:  -  •U 

-  U. 2 

+  1.0 

0 

-  *5 

0 

Milwaukee 

-  .8 

-  .r : 

- 

:  -  '  .5 

-  7.7 

-  .2 

- 

•  3 

4-  .2 

+  *7 

Peoria 

-  *5 

+  .  l  i 

-  .3 

;  0 

-  3.3 

-  1.0 

+ 

.2 

-  ,2 

0 
.**  - 

Springfield,  Ill 

+  .1 

+  ■ 

*  '  i 

-  .1+ 

-  .1 

1. 

>  .5 

+  .8 

4- 

.2 

.8 

-•  .5 

West  North  Central: 
Cedar  Rapids 

+  «5 

i 

+  .3'! 

+  .5 

» 

1 

t  »'•  r) 

•  —  «  t- 

-  1.2 

+  2.0 

4- 

.1 

-  »h 

+.  -3 

Kansas  City 

0 

o  •;*: 

-  *3 

:  -  ‘  .1 

-  3.5 

+  1.9 

- 

.2 

-  *3 

4*  , 

Minneapolis 

+  *  .1 

+  .  .2' ; 

-  *U 

:  -  ’.1 
■r 

-  3.3 

+  2.3 

0 

-  1.1 

0 

Omaha 

+  "  -3 

+  :  .ip' ; 

-  .2 

:  -  .2 

-  1 .14 

+  2.0 

0 

-  ■  .8 

0 

St.  Louis' 

+  .14- 

+  .1  i 

-  .2 

:  .1 

-  2.3 

+  2.3 

4- 

.2 

-  .6 

4-  .2 

St .  Paul 

+ 

-  .1  : 

+  .1+ 

;  +  "-3 

-  3.6 

+  3.2 

- 

.1 

-  2.1 

-  .3 

Wichita 

+  1  .ip 

.+  .ri 
*  » 

+  .ip 

:■  0 

r  •  •  * 

+  .2 

+  5.9 

0 

0. 

+  »u 

{ 


■**  ;  •  *  .  \*  " 


liable  ?■  «  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods  (Cont’d) 


City  and 
Regional  Area 


South  Atlantic: 
Atlanta 
Baltimore 
Charleston,  S.C< 
Jacksonville 
Norfolk 
Richmond 
Savannah 
Washington,  D.C 
Wins  t  on- S  a 1 em 


Birmingham 

Jackson 

Knoxville . 

Louisville 

Memphis 

Mobile 


Dallas 
Houston  . 
Little  Rock 
New  Orleans 

Mountain: 

Butte 

Denver 

Salt  Lake  City 

Pacific : 

Los  Angeles 
Portland,.  Onego 
San  Francisco 
Seattle 


Percent  Ci 

angb  -  November 

6,  19U3  to  December  11;,  19U3 

(Cereals 

Fruits 

Fats  , Sugar 

All  and 

Meats  :  Dairy 

Eggs 

and 

Bev- 

and 

and 

Foods 'Bakery 

■  Products 

/eg. 

erages 

Oils 

Sweets 

!  - 

f 

t 

t 

-  0.1;  0.0 

« 

-  0 •  J4.  •  •  0.0 

-  2.2 

0.8 

0.0 

0.0 

* 

0.0 

+  .1:  0 

-  .3  :  -  *2 

-  U-6 

2.2 

+  *1 

-  1.1 

-  .2 

•  3 1  "  v  •  2 

-  .6  :  0 

-  3.7 

+  1.0 

-  .2 

-  .2 

.6 

-  .5:  0 

-  .U  i  -  a 

-  5.2 

v  .8 

-  .2 

-  .3 

+  a 

4*  .2  >  +  .6 

-  1.6  ;  ~  .1 

-  5*9 

+  3*3 

0 

0 

-  .-3 

-  .I4. !  +  ,  »U 

•9  i  ”  »2 

-  h.h 

+  2.2 

0 

-  .8 

-  .6 

“  .  p  !  “  „  .1 

-  .,1  ;  0 

-  2.0 

-  1.1 

+  .2 

-  .2 

-  .2 

-  1.2:  ,0 

-  2.6  ;  -  .2 

-  5.3 

4  *5 

-  a 

-  1.8 

-  .2 

-  .5:  -  *9 

i 

-  ..3  i  +  -l 

1 

1 

1+.2 

+  *3 

0 

.6 

0 

.  ' 

-  .k\  0 

1 

* 

-  1.0  i  +  .2 

-  i.$ 

.u 

0 

-  .7 

0 

7  4.0?  >  .9 

-  1.0  :  0 

0 

-  1.5 

0 

-  .7 

—  •  X 

-  #  5  *  +  *U 

-  .3.:  v  0 

-  2.7 

-  .9 

0 

-  .5 

+  .9 

-  .1 :  +  .2 

-  .1  :  -  .2 

-  3.9 

+  1  •b 

0 

-  .9 

4-  •  1 

+  .I4. ;  -  .1 

—  •  1  \  *■  .1 

-  3.2 

+  3.0 

+  .1+ 

0 

4-  .7 

-  .3:  +  .2 

1 

-  .1  i  -  1.0 

« 

% 

-  2.3 

.6 

+  1.5 

4  -3 

0 

.!  : 

•  4 

*1-4  '  ”,  •‘4- 

T 

-  ■  .3  1  0 

-  1.7 

-  .2 

0 

-  1.7 

-  .8 

0  '•  +  .1 

-  .h  ■;  '  0 

-  1,7 

+  1.5 

-  .1 

-  .5 

0 

+  .7:  0 

+  ,h  *  4  *U 

-  2,. 

+  3.3 

+  a 

-  *U 

0 

-  .6 ;  +  •  1 

1  , 

1 

•3  !  -  *1 

» 

1 

-  5.5 

.6 

0 

-  .2 

+  •  1 

# 

+  ,2:  0 

« 

1 

0  . ;  +  .1 

-  U.i 

+  2.1 

0 

0 

0 

+  1.1+:  +  .1 

-  .1  :  -  .1 

-  i+.o 

+  6.1 

+  a 

-  .5 

+  a 

-  .9;  +  -2 
i 

-  a  ;  -  .1 

« 

1 

-  5.5 

-  1.2 

0 

-  x-.3 

0 

♦ 

-  »8  ;  +  .1 

1 

* 

+  .3  !  +  .2 

-  6.9 

♦6 

-  .2 

-  1.6 

4  -3 

-  ,1  *  +  2.1 

+  .6  i  0 

-  5* 

+  .3 

♦  .2 

-  .9 

+  •  1 

0  ;  0 

+  .1  j  -  .1+ 

-  7.2 

+  3.1 

-  1a 

.0 

-  *3 

-  .3:  -  -3 

* 

-  a  ;  +  .3 

-  6  •! 

4  1.8 

+  .2 

» 

4 

» 

—  1.9 

-  a 

* 

♦ 

1 

Table  8  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined 

*  '  ^ 

.  **  ’■  ^-  ^  *  # 


Commodity  “ 

V  » 

< 

’  Average.. 

Prices 

Percent  Chaige 

...Nov.  16 

.1963  to 

Dec .  l6 

1963 

Dec.  15 

1962  to 
Dec.  l6 

1963  ' 

Sent .  15  Jan.  1L 

1962  to' 71961  to 
Dec.  l6  'Dec.  l6 

1963  1963 

Aug .  1 5 

1-939  to. 
Dec.  l6 

191+3 

*■ 

Cents . 

-  • 

- - - .—if 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS: 

- 

Cereals; 

-Flour,  wheat. 

10 

lb. 

63*6 

+ 

0.6 

416.0 

+16.8 

+53.1 

+77.1 

Macaroni- 

lb. 

15.6 

0 

+  9.9 

410.6 

+13.O 

411.6 

♦Wheat-  cereal. 

28 

oz . 

23.3 

0 

-  3.3 

-  2.9 

-  .9 

“  3.7 

‘  Corn  flakes 

8, 

oz  • 

.  6.6 

0 

-  5.7 

-  5.7 

-  7.0 

-  5.7 

•  Corn  meal 

lb. 

5.9 

0 

+13.5 

+18.0 

+60.5 

+1+7-5 

♦Rice 

u 

12.7 

- 

»8- 

+  1.6 

4  1,6 

+60.8 

+69.3 

'  Rolled  oats  . 

it 

8.7 

0 

-  1.1 

0 

+22.5 

■422.5 

*Flour,  pancake 

20 

oz  • 

11.7  “ 

+ 

2*6- 

1/ 

■  1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

Bakery  products? 

V 

Broad,  white 

lb. 

8.9 

0 

4  2.3 

4  2.3 

416.1 

+16.1 

Bread,,  whole  wheat 

it 

9.8 

* 

0 

+  2.1 

+  3.2 

+12.6 

411.6 

Bread,  rye 

It 

10.1 

0  * 

4  5.2 

i+.l 

+12.2 

4  9.8 

Vanilla  cookies 

- 

ft 

28.7 

+ 

1.1 

+  9.5 

+  6.3 

+11+.3 

2/ 

Soda  crackers 

r» 

18. 7 

0 

+11*3 

.412.7 

+214.7 

4215.6 

MEATS : 

. 

Beef: 

Round  steak 

lb. 

6l.8 

- 

.2 

-  6.5 

-  5.6 

+  8.3 

+16.8 

Rib  roast 

tj 

31+.1 

4- 

.9 

-  2.6 

-  1.7 

+  8.3 

418.0 

Chuck  roast 

It 

29.0 

.  • 

0 

<-  6*6 

-  3.3 

+  15.1 

+28.9 

*Stew  meat 

ft 

31.6 

4 

1.0 

•  1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

Liv6r 

**■ 

It 

37.1 

4 

.5 

T/ 

1/ 

T/ 

1/ 

Hamburger 

It 

28.8 

+ 

1.1 

'  V 

V 

3/ 

V 

Veal: 

Cut  lets 

It 

66. 1 

4 

.6 

-16. 6 

-16.0 

+  2.0 

+  8.5 

♦Roast,  boned  and 

rplled 

It 

35.9 

- 

.8 

1/  . 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

Pork; 

Chops 

It 

37.6 

- 

•.3 

-12.8 

* -12.8 

+29.2 

+21.7 

Bacon,  sliced 

It 

61.6 

- 

.2 

-  1.0 

+  1.2 

+37.5 

+36.2 

Ham,  sliced 

-* 

It 

51.8 

4 

.2 

-13.2 

-13.1 

+11+.9 

+11.6 

Ham,  whole 

It 

35.7 

- 

•3 

-  7.3 

-  6.8 

+36.3 

+30.3 

Salt  pork- 

It 

22.7 

- 

.6 

-  3  ••!+.■ 

-  6*6 

435.9 

+1+7.1+ 

* Liver 

It 

22.1 

I- 

.5 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

♦Sausage 

It 

38.3 

- 

"  *5 

1/ 

V 

V 

1/ 

*Bologna,  big 

• 

If 

36.6 

- 

.3 

V 

V 

1/ 

y 

Lamb: 

Leg 

It 

1+0.3 

4 

.2 

+  3.9 

4  6.3 

+1+5.0 

+66  •  0 

Rib  chops 

It 

1+5.7 

4 

.9 

-  3.2 

-  3.0 

+30.6 

+21+.  5 

NOTE:  Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  1963  and  on  56  cities 
combined  from  January  196-3  to  date. 

*  Not  included  in  the  index, 

l/  Priced  for  first  time  in  February  1963* 

■£/  Not  available . 


Table  8  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont’d) 


Commodity 

»  , 

Average 

Prices 

percent  change 

Nov.  lb 

19i^3  to 
Dec.  ll; 

19U3 

Dec.  15 

19l|2 .  t  o 
Dec.  ll| 

19U3 

Sept.  13 

19l|2  to 
Dec .  lli 

191+3 

Jan .  M| 

19l|l.  to 
Dec .  ll| 

191+3 

Aug .  1 5 

1939  to 

Dec.  ll| 

19U3 

Cents 

MEATS:  (Continued )  + 

* 

Poultry: 

. 

4  •  .»  % 

Roasting  chickens  2/  lb. 

J1U.7 

+  l.ll 

+10.1 

.+11.1 

+  52.8 

+  57.0 

Fish: 

Fish  (fresh, frozen )  2/  lb. 

1/  . 

+  .8 

+25.3 

+38.5 

+  97.5 

+133.1 

Salmon,  pink  15  oz.can 

2371+ 

-  .1 

+  1+.9 

+  7.3 

+  U9  *  0 

+  82.8 

•♦Salmon,  red.  ..  ” 

4 

Ii.1.3 

+  .2 

+  2.7 

+  1-7 

+  56. li 

+  78.8 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

■  • 

Butter  *  lb. 

50.2 

-  .2 

^  -  8.1| 

-  .8 

+  32.1 

+  '63.5' 

Cheese  ” 

36.0 

+  .3 

-  .6 

+  5«0 

+  33.3 

+  1+5-7 

Milk,, fresh  (delivered  qt. 

15.6 

0 

+  3.3 

+  k.o 

+  20.0 

+  30.0 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery)  ” 

1 h»h 

0: 

+  5.9 

+  6.7 

+  21.0 

+  30.9 

Milk,  fresh  (average)  ” 

15.2 

0 

+  li.l 

+  I1.8 

+  19.7 

+  29.9 

Milk,  evaporated  llpg-  oz.  can 

10.0 

0 

+  8.7 

+12. U 

+  I1O.8 

+  19. 3 

EGGS: 

- 

Eggs,  fresh  2/  doz. 

63.9 

-  5.1 

+  8.3 

+16.6 

+  85.8 

+  99.6 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

« 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables: 

Fresh  fruits: 

Apples'  lb. 

10.5 

+  2.9 

+1+7.9 

+69, 1| 

+101.9 

+138.6 

Bananas  „  11 

12.2 

0 

+10.9 

+I8.I4- 

+  8I1.8 

+100.0 

Oranges  doz. 

1+3-1  ' 

-  5.0 

-  1.6 

+11.0 

+  59.O 

+  37.8 

♦Grape  frui.t  _  ea.( 

1-b 

-21.3 

+21.3 

-21.3 

3/ 

3/ 

Fre.sh  vegetables: 

Beans,  green  lb. 

18.1 

-  2.2 

+  6.5 

+56.0 

+  29.3 

+151.U 

Cabbage  ” 

5.5 

+22.2 

+19.6 

+4x-.o 

+  61.8 

+  U1.0 

Carrots  '  .  bunch 

10.2 

+  1|.  1 

-  3.8 

+1+7.8 

+  70.0 

+121.7 

Lettuce  head 

13.0 

0 

-18.8 

+  1|.  0 

+  54-8 

+  51.8 

Onions  •'  lb.. 

7.U 

+  U.2 

+I18.O 

+61|.1| 

+105.6 

+105.6 

Potatoes  15  lb. 

62.7 

+  1.8 

+21.0 

+29.8 

+1114.7 

+  82.3 

Spinach  lb . 

10.0 

+  1|.2 

-20.0 

-  6.5 

+37.0 

+  28.2 

Sweetpotatoes  „  ” 

10.0 

+12 .1| 

+72.1 

+56 .2 

+100.0 

+  81.8 

♦Beets  bunch 

9.8 

+12  .6 

V 

V 

k/ 

V 

Canned  fruits  and  vegetables: 

Canned  fruits: 

Peaches  $2jsr  can 

26  .u 

0 

+-1+.3 

+10.0 

+  60.0 

t  5I+.U 

Pineapple  ” 

27.8 

-  .ll 

-  ll. 

-  1.8 

+  33.0 

+  32 -U 

Grapefruit  juice  $2  can 

ik-b  | 

0 

+  8.3 

+16.1 

3/ 

3/ 

NOTE:  Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  19U3  and  on  5 6  cities 
combined  from  January  19U3  t o  date. 

*  Not  included  in  the  index, 

l/  Composite  price  not  computed. 

7?/  Percentage  change  computed  on  the  index. 

3/  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  19^1 • 

~l 1/  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  19^-3* 


*■  *• 


Table  8  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined .  (Cont-»d) . 


Commodity 

% 

Average 

'Prices 

Percent  CKange 

Nov.  16 

19U3  to 

Dec.  ll| 

19U3 

Dec.  15 
19U2  to 
Dec.  ll). 

19U3 

Sept.  15 

19l2  to 
Dec.  li| 

19U3 

Jan.  li| 

19Ul  to 

Dec  •  li| 

19U3 

Aug.  15 

1939  to 

Dec.1  ll| 

191*3 

Cents 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

(Cont.’d)  i 

■  ,  ‘ 

Canned  vegetables:' 

Beans,  green 

#2 

can 

ll*.5. 

+  0.7 

+  2.8 

+  5*8 

+1+5.0 

+li5.o 

.Corn 

IT 

1 1|.2  . 

0 

+  2.9 

+  6.8 

+32.7 

+36.5 

Peas 

•if 

ill. I). 

•  7  ■ 

-  2.7 

-  l.li 

+  9.1 

+  5.9 

Tomatoes' 

* 

It 

12  .U 

+  *  8 

+  3.3 

+  6.9 

+1i7-*6 

+I4I1.2 

*Soup,  vegetable  11  oz. 

can 

13.1 

+  1.6 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

Dried  fruits  and  vegetables 

: 

* 

Dried  fruits: 

- 

Prunes 

* 

lb. 

16.8 

+  .6 

+  5*o 

+13.5 

+75.0 

+90.9 

Dried  vegetables: 

* 

Navy  beans 

lb. 

10.5 

0 

+lii.l 

+15.1 

+61.5 

+81.0 

*Scup,'  dehydrated 

' 

chicken  noodle 

oz . 

3*7 

0 

1/ 

1/ 

y 

y 

BEVERAGES : 

\ 

' 

■ 

Coffee 

lb. 

29.9 

*  .3 

+  1.5 

+  1.2 

+U+*li 

+3U-1 

Tea 

1 

4 

lb. 

23.6 

0 

*  90 

+  5.1  '' 

+31+.1 

+37*2 

*Cocoa 

e 

lb. 

9.5 

0i 

-  5.0 

-  6.9 

+ 

+  10.5 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

* 

-  4 

4 

Lard  • 

% 

•  / 

lb.. 

,18.8 

-  .5 

0 

+  8.7 

+102.2 

+89*9 

Shortening  other  than  lard; 

—  1 

- 

In  cartons 

lb.  . 

20.0 

0 

+  1.5 

+  2.6 

+77.0 

+70.9 

In  other  containers 

it  - 

21+.9 

0 

+  2.0 

+  2.0 

+36.1 

♦23.3 

Salad  dressing 

pt . 

25.5 

+  .ll 

*  +  2.0 

+  1.2 

+26.9 

2/ 

Oleomargarine  ' 

'  9 

lb. 

2l|.0 

0 

•  +  6.7 

+  7.1 

+  53.8 

+1*3.5 

Peanut-  butter  * 

it 

29.6 

-  h'5 

-  .7 

+  6.5 

+65. U 

+6  3.I+ 

*011,  cooking  or  salad 

,  ’ 

Pt  • 

30.7 

0 

■  y 

y 

y 

.1/ 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS’: 

-  o  i“ 

* 

■ . 

.. 

Sugar 

lb. 

6.8 

•  0 

i.ii 

-  l.l* 

+33.3 

+30.8 

Corn  sirup 

2i| 

oz . 

15.9 

-0 

+ 3.9 

+  5.3 

+16.9 

+16.1 

♦Molasses 

18 

oz . 

15.9 

v  '  -0 

*+  U.6 

+  6.7 

+18.7 

+16.9 

♦Apple  butter 

16 

oz . 

13.2 

0 

1/ 

1/ 

1/-. 

1/ 

NOTE:  Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined,  prior  to  -19U3  and  on  5 6  cities 
combined  from  January  19U3  to  date ♦ 

*  Not  included  in  the  index.  ..  , . _  , ,  . 

l/  Priced  ..for.  the.  first  time  in  February  19U3* 

"5/  Not  available. 


*+• 


Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  l/ 


Table  9  "  Indexes  and  Percent  Change  from  January  194l 
and  Other  Specified  Periods 


'indexes ," '  1'935“39  '  =  '  ICO  ' 

Percent  Change 

Region  and  City 

De  c . l4 

2/191+3 

Nov. 16 

191+3 

Dec .15 

191+2 

Sept . 15 ; 

191+2 

<J  an  •  II4 

191+1 

Nov. 16 

1943 

to 

Dec .  14 
1943 

Dec . 15 

19i+2 

to 

Dec . 14 
1943 

Sept . 15 

1942 

to 

Dec . 14 

191+3.  

Jan. I4 

19U 

to 

Dec . l4 
1943 

United  States 

137.1 

157.3 

132.7 

126.6 

97.8 

-  0.1 

+  3*3 

+  8.3 

+40.2 

New  England: 

Boston 

130.9 

131.1+ 

130.7 

124.4 

95.2 

.4 

+  .2 

+  5.2 

+37.5 

Bridgeport 

136. 7S 

136.7 

131-1+ 

127.1 

96.5 

0 

+  4.0 

4  7.6 

+i+i-7 

Fall  River 

132.6 

133.2 

130.9 

125.7 

97.5 

-  .5 

♦  1.3 

+  5.5 

+36.0 

Manchester 

133.8 

133.  s 

132.3 

126.8 

96.6 

0 

+  1.1 

+  5.5 

+38-5 

New  Raven 

136.9 

137.1 

133.0 

126.2 

95.7 

-  .1 

+  2.9 

+  8.5 

+1+3-1 

Portland,  Me. 

131+..1+ 

131+.5 

131.3 

125.8 

95.3 

-  .1 

+  2.4 

+  6.8 

+41.0 

Providence 

131+.2 

136.2 

131.0 

126.3 

96.3 

-  1.5 

* 

+  2.4 

+  6.3 

+39.1+ 

Middle  Atlantic: 

Euf falo 

137.6 

137.8 

135.5 

127.6 

100.2 

* 

-  .1 

+  1.5 

+  7.8 

+37.3 

Newark 

139-1+ 

-139.5 

131+.5 

128.0 

98.8 

-  ’.1 

+  3.6 

+  8.9 

+41.1 

New  York 

139.1 

139.3 

132.3 

125.2 

99.5 

-  ;  1 

+  5-1 

+11.1 

+39.8 

Philadelphia 

136.1 

135.1+ 

130.5 

123.9 

95^0 

*+  .5 

+ 1+.3 

+  9.8 

41+3.3 

Pittsburgh 

135.1 

138.0 

131.6 

125.9 

98.0 

-  2.1 

+  2.7 

+  7.3 

+37-9 

Rochester 

132.5 

132.1+ 

132.0 

125.2 

99-9 

+  .1 

+  .4 

+  5*8 

+32.6 

Scranton 

136.2 

137.0 

131.7 

125.6 

97.5 

.6 

+  3-1+ 

4  8.1+ 

+39.7 

East  North  Central: 
Chicago 

133.7 

•133.9 

129.9 

121+.9 

98.2 

-  .1 

+  2.9 

+  7.6 

+36.2 

Cincinnati 

135.9 

131+.9 

131.5 

126.9 

96.5 

+  *7 

+  30 

+  7*1 

+40.8 

Cleveland 

14-2.6 

11+3*1 

13I+.8 

127-3 

99.2 

-  .3 

+  5.8 

+12.0 

+43*8 

Columbus,  Ohio 

130.7 

131.7 

126.0 

119.6 

93-1+ 

-  .8 

+  3.7 

+  9.3 

+39.9 

Detroit 

131+.2 

133.3 

131.8 

12!+.  7 

97.0 

+  -7 

+  1.8 

4  7.6 

+38.1+ 

Indianapolis 

13u.i+ 

131+ .o 

131.it 

127.1 

9,8.2 

+  .3 

+  2.3 

+  5.7 

+36.9 

Milwaukee 

132.9 

131+.0 

128.6 

121.0 

95.9 

-  .8 

+  3.3 

+  9.8 

+38.6 

Peoria 

140.-8 

1I+1.5 

135.2 

130.7 

99.0 

-  .5 

+  4.1 

+  7-7 

+42.2 

Springfield,  Ill. 

141.0 

H+0.9 

136.0 

130.2 

96.2 

+  .1 

+  3.7 

+  8.3 

+46.6 

West  North  Central: 

+1+5-7 

Cedar  Rapids  3/ 

139.7 

139.0 

129.1 

121.2 

95-9 

+■  *5 

+  8.2 

+15.3 

Kansas  City 

132.7 

132.7 

127.2 

120.7 

92.1+ 

0 

+  1+.3 

+  9.9 

+1+3-6 

Minneapolis 

132.3 

132.2 

129.9 

123.3- 

99.0 

+  .1 

+  1.8 

+  7.3 

+33.6 

Omaha 

132.2 

131.8 

129.0 

123.2* 

97.9 

+  -3 

+  2.5 

+  7.3 

+35.0 

St.  Louis 

139.3 

138.7 

134*4 

126.7 

99.2 

+  .4 

+  3.6 

+  9.9 

+40  .4 

St .  Paul 

131.8 

131.3 

128.1 

120.8 

98.6 

+  .4 

+  2.9 

+  9.1 

+33 -7 

Wichita  3/ 

14.8.8 

1I+6.7 

138.3 

132.0 

97.2 

+  i.i+ 

1 

4  7.6 

+  12.7 

+  53.1 

\/  Aggregate  costs  of  6l  foods  (54  foods  prior  to  March  194-3)  l*1  Sach  city, 

weighted  to  represent  total  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower- 
salaried  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights.  Primary  use  is  for  time -to- time  comparisons  rather  than 
place-to-place  comparisons. 

2/  preliminary. 

3/  Indexes  based  on  June  1940  equals  100. 


Retail  Food  Costs  in- Large  Cities  l/  (Cont*d) 


Table  9  -  Indexes  and  Percent  Change  from  January  1941 
•and  Other  Specified  Periods  -  -  ••  1 


TT'-1  -r' 

Index 

-sT'X9^r59"*  W - 

Percent  change 

Region  and. City 

Dec .  II4. 

2/191+3 

Nov. 16 

1943 

« 

1 

1 

1 

• 

1 

Deo. 15 

1942 

•w  ■■  -•«  ■  ». 

Sept .15 

1942 

•  -  * . . 

Jan. 1L 

1941 

Nov. 16 

1943 

to 

Deo .  14 
1943 

Dec. 15 
1942 
to 

Dec. l4 
■  1943  " 

Sent .15 

1942 

to 

Dec. 14 

1943 

Jan.  li; 

1941 

to 

Dec .14 
- 1943 

i  •  » 

South  Atlantic: 
Atlanta 

* 

137.3 

137.5 

- 

130.2 

. 

125.9 

94.3 

tm 

.1 

+  5.5 

+  9*1 

+45*6 

Baltimore 

1U2.5 

1U2.U 

137V3 

131.2 

97.9 

+ 

.1 

+  3*8 

+  8.6 

+45.6 

Charleston,  S»C« 

134*4 

13U.8 

129.2 

126.6. 

95.9 

- 

.3 

+  4.0 

+  6.2 

+40.1 

Jacksonville 

lkh.2 

144.9 

138.3 

134.2 

98.8 

- 

.5 

+  4*3 

■+  7.5 

+46.0 

Norfolk  4/ 

1U5.1 

ll|i4.8 

136.4 

131.9 

95.8 

+ 

.2 

+  6.4 

+10.0 

+51-5 

Richmond"” 

136.0 

136.5 

131.3 

126.2.. 

93  *7 

- 

.4 

+  3.6 

+  7.8 

+45.1 

Savannah-  , 

149.7 

150.4 

137.6 

133.3 

100.5 

- 

.5 

+  8.8 

+12.3 

+49  *  0 

Washington*  D.C.  . 

•133.9 

137.5 

I32.7 

128.1, 

97.7 

1.2 

+  2.4 

+  6.1. 

+39.1 

Winston-Salem  3/ 

137.5 

138.2 

125.6 

119.8 

93.7 

- 

•  5 

+  9.5 

+14.8 

+46.7 

East  South  Central:. 
Birmingham. 

lUl.2 

141.7 

130.2 

125.3 

96.0 

.4 

+  8.4 

+12.7 

+47.1 

Jackson  3/ 

-l44*6 

145-8 

II46.I. 

141.0, 

105.3 

>  - 

.8 

-  1.0 

.  +  2.6 

+37.3 

Knoxville  3/ 

-157.4 

5*58.2 

I39.3. 

.  134.2. 

97.1 

- 

•  5 

+13.0 

+17.3 

+62.1 

-  Louisville- 

134.0 

•"134.2. 

; 128.0 

121;.  2 

95.5 

- 

.1 

+  4.7 

+  7.9 

+40.3 

Memphis 

144.5 

143.9 

/  137.1 

129.7 

94-2 

.4 

+  5.4 

+11.4 

+53.4 

Mobile  .  . 

144.9 

145.4 

138 .3 

133.9 

97.9 

- 

•3 

+  4*8 

+  8.2 

+48 . 0 

West  South  Central* 
Dal,las- 

135.-5 

136.0 

126.9 

123.7 

92.6 

.4 

+  6.8 

+  9.5 

+46*3 

Houston 

137.3 

5/137-3 

134.4 

130.8 

102*6- 

* 

0 

4-  2.2 

+  5.0 

+33  *8 

Little  Rock  > 

135.5 

_134. 5 

131.1 

129.2 

95.6 

+ 

.7 

+  3.4 

+  4*9 

+41.7 

New  Orleans 

1U9.0 

149.9 

142.9 

135.9 

101.9 

- 

.6 

+  4.3 

+  9.6 

+46.2 

Mountain-:  r  . 

Butte  ■  - 

137.2 

136.9 

132.7 

124*6 

98.7 

+ 

.2 

+  3.4 

+10.1 

+39.0 

Denver-  .  ■  ■  <  4 

138.7 

136.8 

132 .4 

126.8 

94.8 

+ 

1.4 

+  4.8 

+  9.4 

+46.3 

Salt  Lake'  .City  1 

141.3 

liq2 .6 

137.8 

130.1 

97.5 

- 

.9 

+  2.5 

+  8.6 

*44.9 

Pacific : 

Los  Angeles  ■ 

143.3 

lkk-k 

142.8 

137.9 

101.8 

.8 

+  .4 

+  3*9 

+40 . 8 

Portland,  -Or eg. 

144..9 

145.0 

145.9 

141.2 

101.7 

- 

.1 

-  .7 

+  2.6 

+42.5 

San  Francisco 

143.7 

143 .7, 

140.  i 

1.33 . 5 

99.6 

0 

+  2.6 

+  7.6 

+44.3 

Seattle 

•_ _ _ _ _ _ 

143.1 

1U3.6 

143.6 

137.3 

101.0 

— 

•3 

-  .3 

+  4.2 

+41.7 

l/  Aggregate  costs’  of  61  foods  (54  foods  prior  to  March  1943)  in  each  city, 

weighted'  to  represent  total  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower- 
. salaried  workers,  have  been  combined"  for  the  United  States ‘with  the. use  of 
population  weights.  Primary  use  is  for  time-to-time  comparisons  rather  than 
place-to-place  comparisons. 

2/  Preliminary.  .  . 

3/  Ind  exes  based  on  June  1940  equals  100. 

71/  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News. 

3/  Revised. 


Table  1. 


"  ^  "  Report  for  June  15,  19^ 

COST  OF  LTV BIG  BI  LARGE  CITIES 

/  •  ^dexes,  1935-39  =  100.0* 

for  April  and  May  1944  are  Revised) 


Date 

AH 

items 

*  Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

House- 

furnish- 

ings 

Mis- 

cella- 

ne  ou  s 

*939:  August  15 
/  194-1 :  January  13 
1942 :  May  13 

September  13 
1943 :  June  15 

1944:  April  15 

May  15 

June  15 

98.6 
100.8 
116.0 
H7.8 
124.8 
124.6 1 
125.  IX 

125 .4  : 

93.5 

97.8 

121.6 

126.6 

141.9 
( 134.6 
f  135.5 

135.7 

100.3 

100.7 
126.2 

125.8 

127.9 
137.1  1/ 

137.4  T/ 
138.0  ~ 

104.3 

105.0 
IO9.9 
108.0 
108.0 
108.1 
108. 1 
108.1 

97.5 

100.8' 

104.9 
106,2 

107.7 

109.9 

109.8 
•  109'.6 

100.6 

100.1 

122.2 

123.6 

125.4 
132.9  1/ 

135.0  1/ 

138.4  ~ 

100.4 

101.9 

310.9 

111.4 

115.7 

120.9  1/ 
121.3  ~i/ 

121.7  ~ 

Table  la. 


Date 


PERCENT  OF  CHANGE 


May  15,  191^  to 
June  15,  1944 

June  13, '1943  to 
June  15,  1944 

September  15  1942 

June.  15,  1944 

» 

\ 

May  15,  1942  to 
June  15,  1944  • 

January  15;  1941  to 
June  15,  1944 

August  13,  1939  to 
June  15,  1944 


All 

Items 


*0.2 


+0.5 


to 

+6.5 

+•8.1 

+24.4 


< 

» 

• 

Food 

« 

Clothing 

• 

:  Rent 

Fuel, 
electr ici- 
and  ice 

•  House- 
furnish- 
ings 

1 

;  Mis¬ 
call 

neou 

+0.1 

+0.4 

0 

-0.2 

+2.5 

+0.3 

-4*4 

*7.9 

+0.1 

+1.8 

+10.4 

+5.2 

+7.2 

+9.7 

+0.1  . 

+5*£ 

+12.0 

+9.2 

+11.6 

+9.4 

-1 .6 

< 

+4.5 

*1 3.3 

■1-9.7 

38.8" 

+37  «o 

+3*o 

+ 

CD 

• 

*38.3 

+19.4 

45.1 

• 

*37.6 

• 

* 

+3.6  : 

• 

+  12.4 

• 

+37.6 

1 

+21 .2 

*  ^ehase 
_l/  Revised, 


Table  2 


-  1+  -  Report  for  June  15*  19UU 

COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 

percent  Change  Between  May  15*  19bh  and  June  15*  19l|i|  by  Groups* 


(Some  indexes  for  May  revised) 


Area  and  City 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

— 

House- 

furnish 

ings 

Mis- 
-  cella- 

neous 

Average:  Large  Cities 

+■0.2 

+0.1  1/ 

+  0,1+ 

0 

-0.2 

+  2.5 

+0.3 

New  England: 

Boston 

+o.U 

+0.6 

+0.2 

0 

-0.2 

+5.0 

+0 , 2 

Middle  Atlantic : 
Buffalo 

+0.2 

+0.3 

+0.2 

-0.1 

-0.1+ 

+2.6 

+0.2 

New  York 

0 

-0.1 

+0.1+ 

-0.1 

“0.3 

+0.5 

0 

Philadelphia 

+0 . 9 

+  1.3 

+0.9 

-0.1 

0 

+  3*0 

+0.5 

Pittsburgh 

+0.8 

+0.9 

+2.0 

0 

+0.8 

+2.3 

+0.1+ 

East  North  Central: 

Chicago 

+0.5 

+0.9 

+0 .1+ 

0 

0 

+2.2 

+0,3 

Cine innati 

+1.6 

*3.5 

+0.1 

-0.1 

0 

+  1.9 

+0.2 

Cleveland 

0 

-0.1+ 

+0.3 

+0.1 

+0.1 

+  1.0 

+0 . 3 

Detroit 

+0.6 

+0.5 

+0.1 

+0.1 

+0 .1+ 

+3*b 

+  1.7 

West  North  Central: 
Kansas  City 

-0.1 

-0.7 

+0 .1+ 

+0.2 

0 

+0.5 

+0.1+ 

Minneapolis 

0 

-0.1+ 

+0.2 

0 

0 

+0.2 

+0.3 

St.  Louis 

+0.3 

+0.7 

+0.1 

0 

0 

+  1.2 

0 

South  Atlantic: 

Baltimore 

+0.5 

+0.5 

+0.6 

0 

-0.5 

+3+ 

+0.2 

Savannah 

+0 .1+ 

+0.5 

+0.5 

0 

0 

+1.1 

+0.1 

Washington,  D.  C. 

+0.1+ 

+  0.9 

+0.2 

0 

“0.5 

+0.6 

+0.6 

East  South  Central: 
Birmingham 

+0 .6 

+0.9 

+0.8 

0 

+1.1 

+0.1 

+0.6 

West  South  Central: 

Houston 

-0.2 

-0.7 

+  0.1 

-0.1 

-0.1 

+2.2 

+0.2 

Mountain: 

Denver 

-0.3 

-1.3 

+0.8 

0 

i 

1 

1 

i  0 

+1+.8 

0 

Pacific : 

Los  Angeles 

-0.6 

-2.0 

+0.1 

+0.1 

:  0 

+1.8 

+0 . 3 

San  Francisco 

-0.2 

-1.5 

+0.7 

+0.1 

:  0 

+13.6 

+0.1 

Seattle 

-0.1 

-0 .6 

+0.7 

+0.1 

*  +0.1+ 

+1.5 

+0.2 

*  Percent  changes  based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage  earners 
and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 


l/  Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  nearest  the  15th  of  the  month. 
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Report  for  June  15,  1944- 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Percent  Changes  Since  August  1939,  January.  1,  I9I4.I  and  other  Specified  Dates* 


June 

Area  and  City 

June 

15,  1913 

to 

15,  19Ut 

Aug.  15,  1939 
to 

June  15,  1944 

Jan.  1,  i9i4.iL 
to 

June 15,  1944 

May  15 ,  1942 
to 

June  15,  1944 

Sept.  15,  191*2 
to 

June  15,  1944 

Average:  Large  Cities  +0*5 

+27.2 

+24.4 

+8 « 1 

+6.5 

New  England: 

Eoston 

0 

+a5.i+ 

1 

+22.9 

+7.1+ 

+1+.8 

'  Manchester 

-1*6 

+29.3 

+26.2 

+6.8 

+5.2 

Portland,  Maine 

-0.3 

"+27.8 

+26.0 

+7.2 

+5-2 

Middle  Atlantic  : 
Buffalo 

% 

-1.2 

+28.2 

+23.9 

’  +1+.8 

+1+.8 

New  York 

+1.7 

+27.2 

+21+.7 

+1U 

+8.3 

Philadelphia 

+0  #8 

+27.6 

+25.8 

+8.8 

+6 .8 

■  Pittsburgh 

+1.3 

+28.6 

+25.0 

+9.2 

+7.7 

Scranton 

-0.3 

+28.3 

+21+.2 

+8.5 

+6.9 

East  North  Central  : 
Chicago . 

+0.6 

+26.1). 

+23.3 

+7.1 

+6.4 

Cincinnati 

+1.9 

+30.1 

+27.1 

+9.2 

+7.3 

Cleveland 

-0.2 

+28.9 

+26.4 

+8.5 

+7.8 

De troit 

-0.2 

+28.5 

+25.3 

+6.6 

+6.9 

Indianapoli s 

0 

+28.8 

+23.7 

+6.1 

+6 .0 

Mi  lw  auke e 

.  +0.9 

+27.6 

+24 . 8 

+8.1 

+7.1+ 

West  North  Central : 
Kansas  City 

+1.4 

+25.3 

+25.5 

+8.2 

+7.7 

Minneapolis 

+0.2 

+22.6 

+20.0 

+5.1+ 

+4.6 

St.  Louis 

+0.5 

+26.7 

+23 . 1 

+7.5 

+6.6 

'South  Atlantic  : 
Atlanta 

+0.3 

+28.2 

* 

+25.9 

+9.5 

+7.1 

Baltimore 

-0.5 

+29.2  ' 

+26.6 

+7.9 

+6.4 

Jacksonville 

+0.8 

+33.7  5 

+29.2 

+10.5 

+8 .4 

Morfolk 

-0.8 

+33.2  * 

+29.5 

+8.9 

+6.7 

Richmond 

0 

+25.1  ’ 

+23.I 

+6.8 

+4.6 

Savannah 

+1.1 

+34.6 

+31.9 

+10.6 

+9.5 

Washington,  D.  C. 

.  +0.5 

+26.2  • 

+21+.5 

.  +8.5 

+6.2 

East  South  Central : 
Birmingham 

+2.5 

+31.5  ’ 

+27.5 

•  +9.1 

+9.0 

Memphi' s 

+1.7 

+32.1 

+29.5 

+10.4 

+8.3 

Mobile 

•  -0.9 

+29.0 

+26.7 

+7.2 

+5.2 

West  South  Central: 
Houston 

+0.3 

+22.7' 

+21.2 

+6.4 

+1+.7 

New  Orleans 

-0,2 

+29.8 

+27.2 

+9.5 

+6.4 

Mountain : 

Denver 

+1  *0 

+e6.5‘ 

■  +2U.7 

+7.9 

+6.4 

Pacific  : 

Los  Angeles 

+0  .4 

+56.? 

+23.7  ’ 

+7.1+ 

+I+.2 

Portland,  Oreg. 

-1.0 

+29.3 

+26.9 

+6.3 

+3.6 

San  Franci  sco 

+o.l+ 

+30.1 

+26,9 

+9.9 

+6*9 

Seattle 

+0.5 

+28.4 

+26.2 

...  +6.3 

+5.0 

*  These  percent  changes  are  based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities* 
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Report  for  June  15,  19 JUi+ 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Area  and  City 


Lge  Between  March 

15,  1944  and  June 

15,  1944  by  Groups* 

*  , 

•  * 

•  1 

*  • 

• 

< 

< 

•  Fuel, 

•  « 

•  » 

!  House- 

;  All  ;  Food 

; Clothing 

•  Rent 

j  electricity 

:  furnish-; 

'  Items 

1  « 

:  and  ice 

:  ins3  ; 

•  f 

s;  +1.3  |  +1.2  1 

$ 

§ 

/  +1.0 

0 

-0,3 

0  f 

:  +7.3  : 

•  •. 

<  » 

1 

*  +1.1  i  +1.4 

+1.0 

0 

-0.2 

$  « 

+7.7  : 

»  +0.2  •  -0.8 

+1.1 

+0.1 

+0.8 

+6 . 2  - 

;  +1.0  :  -0.i4 

i  0 

1  0 

+3 .6 

0 

0 

+10.9  j 

:  +1.2  :  +1,0 

1  0 

+0.7 

-0.1 

-0.lt  .. 

+11.1 

:  +1.0  :  h-o.8 

+0 .9 

-0.1 

-0.5 

+2.4  : 

■  +1.7  ;  +2.0. 

+1.8 

-0.1 

-1.3 

+9 .3'  : 

:  +1.8  :  +2.2 

+2.3 

0. 

+0.8 

+4.5 

:  +1.9  :  +2.6 

•  0 

+1.3 

+0.1 

-1.1 

+9.0  j 

f  +1.9  j  +2.9 

+0.9 

0 

+0.1 

+11.2 

;  +2.8  ;  +i|.l 

+0.2 

-0.1 

+0,4 

+8 .0 

:  +0.9  :  +0.7 

+0.5 

0 

+0.2 

+7.4 

:  +1.7  :  +1.7 

+0.5 

+0.1 

+0.4 

+8,2  • 

;  +l.i|  ;  +1.2 

+0.5 

0 

+0.1 

+11.1  • 

:  +1.8  :  +2.7 
*  $ 

•  f 

+0.1 

0 

+0.4 

+12.0  : 

*  a 

;  +1.1  +0.5 

+1.1 

+0.2 

0 

+4.6  ■ 

:  +0.7  :  +0.2 

+0.5 

+0.1 

+0.9 

+3.3  : 

:  +1.5  :  +2.1 

*  1 

+0.3 

0 

0 

+3.5  : 

:  +1.6  :  +1.7 

+1.7 

+0.1 

+0.4 

+4*8 

:  +1.3  ■  +1.4 

+1.8 

-0.1 

-0.5 

+7.9  : 

j  +2.0  :  +2.I1 

+1 .6 

0 

0 

+15.6  : 

:  +0.2  :  -1.2 

+1.2 

-0.2 

+0.3 

+6.2  : 

;  +1.2  ;  +1*7 

+0.9 

+0.1 

-0.5 

+4.3  : 

:  +1.4  :  +2.0 

+0.2 

+0.2 

-1.8 

+9.6 

:  +1.6  :  +2.7 

+0.7 

0  ‘ 

-0.5 

+0 .6 

+2.o  :  +2.6 

+1.U 

+0.1 

+1.1 

+8.5 

;  +1.8  ;  +2.6 

+0.6 

0 

+0.3 

+8.3  : 

:  .+0.6  :  -0.4 

0  • 

+0.8 

+0.1 

+0.1 

+16.4  : 

;+0,8  ;  +0,1 

+0.2 

-0.1 

-0.1 

+2.5  : 

:  +0.5  ;  -0.2 

0  1 

+0.5 

-0.1 

-0.3  * 

+4.3  : 

:  +1.5  •  +1.3 

a  f  ^ 

•  f 

+1.0 

+0.2  ' 

+0.5 

+13.2  : 

•  +0.5,  |  -1,2 

+0.7 

+0.1 

0 

+10.4 

•  0  «  +0 . 8 

+1.6 

+0.1 

-21.1 

+9.2  : 

:  +1.4  :  +0.2 

>  t 

+1.2 

+0.1 

0  .  : 

+13.6  : 

:  +0.5  :  -0.1 

«  a 

+1.4 

+0.2  r 

-1.0  .  ; 

+1.6 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 


Average*  Largo  Citie 

New  England; 

Boston 
Manchester 
Portland,  Maine 
Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 
New  York 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Scranton 

East  North  Central: 
Chi cago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Detroit 
Indianapolis 
Mi Iwaukoc 

West  North  Central: 
Kansas  City 
Minnec.poli  s 
St •  Loui s 
South  Atlantic: 
Atlanta 
Baltimore 
Jacksonvi lie 
Norfolk 
Richmond 
Savannah 

Washington,  D.  C. 
East  South  Central : 
Birmingham 
Memphis 
Mobile 

West  South  Central: 
Hou  s  ton 
New  Orleans 
Mountain: 

Denver 

Pacific  : 

Los  Angeles 
Portland,  Oheg. 

San  Francisco 
Seattle 


+2.2 


+1 .4 

+0.3 

+1.9 

+1.9 

+2.3 

+2.3 

+2.1 

+1.9 

+1.9 

+3.3 
+1 .2 

+3.4 
+1 .6 
+1.2 

+2.6 

+1.8 

+2*1 

+2*4 
+1  *1-1. 
+1.7 
+1*3 
+1 .4 
+1.7 
+2.6 

+2.3 

+1  *4 
+  1.1 

+2.8 
+  1.9 

+2.0 

+2.3 

+1.9 

+3.2 

+1.6 


Those  percent  changes  arc  based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 

1/  Based  on  prices  for  36  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  nearest  the  15th  of  the  month. 


New  England: 
Boston: 


April  15 

121.2 

May  15 

121.3 

June  15 

121.8 

Manchester; 

April  15 

y. 

2/ 

May  15 

June  15 

12^.5 

Portland,  Maine?. 

April  15 

y 

2/ 

124.1 

May  15 

June  15 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo* 

April  15 

124.9 

May  15 

126.0 

June  15 

126.3 

New  York; 

April  15 

125.3 

May  15 

125.9 

June  15 

125  o  9 

Philadelphia? 

April  15 

123.5 

May  15 

123.7 

June  15 

124.8 

Pittsburgh? 

April  15 

125.4 

May  15 

125.5 

June  15 

126 . 5 

Scranton; 

April  15 

■  2/ 

May  15 

V 

June  15 

123.2 

5a st  North  Central; 
Chicago; 

April  15 

124.0 

May  15 

124.2 

June  15 

124.8 

Cincinnati : 

April  15 

125.2 

May  15  • 

124.6 

June  15 

126.6 

129.5 

135.4 

104.9 

129.6 

135.6 

104.9 

130.4 

135.9 

104.9 

130.8 

2/ 

2/ 

131.7 

2/ 

2/ 

130.9 

141.7 

107.9 

131.2 

2/ 

2/ 

131.4 

2/ 

2/ 

131.1 

138.9 

106.6 

132.5 

135.0 

114.7 

134.2 

135.2 

114.7 

134.6 

135.5 

114.6 

135.7 

141.5 

103.5 

137.0 

141.9 

103.5 

136.8 

142.4 

103.4 

132.5 

136.2 

106.8 

132.8 

137.3 

106.8 

134.5 

138.5 

106.7 

134.8 

151.7 

107.4 

134.6 

151.8 

107.4 

135.8 

154. 8 

107.4 

135.4 

2/ 

2/ 

135.5 

V 

V 

135.9 

138.3 

97.2 

133.9 

131.2- 

114.7 

134.2 

131.5 

114.7 

135.4 

132.0 

114.7 

135.4 

136.7 

105.5 

133.7 

136.8 

105.5 

138.4 

137.0 

105.4 

120.2 

125.1 

116.0 

120.2 

126.5 

116.2 

120,0 

132.8 

116.4 

124.7 

2/ 

2/ 

124.7 

'  2/ 

2/ 

125.7 

136.6 

119.0 

119.3 

2/ 

2/ 

119.3 

2/ 

2/ 

119.2 

139.0 

120.8 

107.3 

128.5 

124.5 

107.3 

138.1 

124.9 

106.9 

141.7 

125.1 

114.2 ■ 

126.6 

123.8 

113.9 

126.7 

123.9 

113.6 

127.3 

123.9 

110.4  • 

132.3 

118.9 

109.0  . 

• 

to 

to 

1 — 1 

119.1 

109.0 

137,7 

119.7 

111.5 

130.6 

117.9 

111.5 

130.7 

118.5 

112.4  • 

133.7 

119.0 

112.2 

2/ 

2/ 

112.2 

2/ 

V 

111.0 

139.2 

114.7 

105.1 

135.1 

118.5 

105.1 

135.7 

119.0 

105.1  , 

138.7 

119.3 

106.0 

140.1 

122.1 

106.0 

140.3 

122.2 

106.0 

143.0 

122.5 
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COST  OF  LIVING  IN  URGE  CITIES 
Indexes ,  1935-39  =  100.0 
(Some  Indexes  for  April  and  May  Revised) 


Fue  1 , 

House- 

Mis- 

City  and  Date 

All 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

electricity 

furni sh- 

cella- 

items 

- 

and  ice 

ings 

neous 

Cleveland? 

April  15 

128.8 

141.7 

138.8 

115.7 

114.8 

135.8 

119.5 

May  15 

128.9 

141.9 

139.0 

115.6 

114.9  v 

137.1 

119.5 

June  15 

128.9 

141.3 

139.4 

115.7 

115.0 

138.5 

119.9 

Detroit: 

April  15 

125.2 

131.2 

135.7 

114.6 

112.0 

134.4 

125.8 

May  15 

125.8 

132.4 

135.9 

114.6 

111.9 

136.5 

126.1 

J  une  15 
Indianapolis* 

126.6 

133.0 

136.1 

114.7 

112.4 

141.1 

128.2 

April  15 

y 

u 

132.1 

2/ 

V 

2/ 

112,0 

2/ 

2/ 

148.2 

2/ 

2/ 

122.3 

May  15 

152.2 

2/ 

112.1 

J  une  15 

126.2 

132.6 

134.1 

115.6 

112.1 

Milwaukee? 

April  15 

2/ 

132.1 

2/ 

y. 

2/ 

109.6 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

May  15 

2/ 

134.4 

2/ 

109.8 

2/ 

142 . 7 

June  15 

123.8 

135.5 

13*5.3 

108.3 

109.6 

117.9 

West  North  Central: 

Kansas  City? 

April  15 

122.9 

130.1 

133.6 

109.2 

110.2 

124.5 

124.1 

May  15 

123.6 

131.4 

134.2 

109.3 

110.2 

126.3 

124.5 

June  15 

123.5 

130.5 

134.8 

109.5 

110.2 

126.9 

125.0 

Minneapolis: 

April  15 

121.7 

128.9 

135.0 

110,3 

104.1 

132.2 

120.2 

May  15 

122.2 

129.5 

135.4 

110.3 

104.9 

132.3 

120.8 

June  15 

St.  Louis: 

122.2 

129.0 

135.7 

110.3 

104.9 

132.5 

121.2 

April  15 

123.6 

137.4 

137.4 

106.0 

107.2 

124.2 

117.0 

May  15 

123.9 

137.8 

137.5 

106.0 

107.2 

124.2 

117.2  ■ 

J  une  15 

124.3 

138.7 

137.6 

106.0 

107,2 

125.7 

117.2 

South  Atlantic: 
Atlanta? 

.  . 

April  15 

2/ 

134.6 

2/ 

2/ 

114.0 

£/ 

2/ 

131.3 

2/ 

May  15 

2/ 

135.4 

V 

8/ 

114.2 

2/ 

June  15 

Baltimore : 

125.6 

135.2 

134.1 

106.7 

114.5 

125.9 

April  15 

126.7 

140.3 

141.8 

106.4 

109.4 

138.4 

119.9 

May  15 

126.9 

140.5 

142.8 

106.4 

109.4 

139.7 

120.2 

June  15 
Jacksonville? 

127.5 

141.2 

143.6 

106.4 

108.9 

144.7 

120.5 

April  15 

May  15 

2/ 

2/ 

141.4 

143.0 

2/ 

2/ 

y. 

2/ 

114.2 

114.2 

y 

2/ 

149.0 

y 

2/ 

131.4 

June  15 

Norfolk? 

131.7 

142.9 

137.1 

112.5 

114.2 

April  15 

y 

y 

143.8 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

117.4 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

May  15 

142.7 

2/ 

139.5 

117.8 

June  15 

130.3 

142.0 

106.6 

117.8 

140.8 

128.4 
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COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 
Indexes,  1935-39  *  100,0 
(Some  Indexes  for  April  and  May  Revised) 


Report  for  June  15,  1944 


City  and  Date 


Ri  chmond : 

April  15 
May  i.5 
June  15 
Savannah* 

April  15 
May  15 
June  15 

Washington,  D.  C. . 
April  15 
May  15 
J  une  15 

East  South  Central: 
Birmingham: 

April  15 
May  15 
June  15 
Memphi s : 

April  15 
May  15 
J  une  15 
Mobile: 

April  15 
May  15 
J  une  15 

West  South  Central; 
Houston: 

April  15 
May  15 
June  15 
New  Orleans: 

April  15 
May  15 
J  une  15 
Mountain; 

Denver.* 

April  15 
May  15 
June  15 

R&cific; 

Los  -angeles; 

April  15 
May  15 
June  15 


All 

item* 


y 

i/ 

122.6 

133.4 

133.2 
133.7 

123.3 
123.9 

124.4 


127.6 

128.7 
129.5 

2/ 

2/ 

129.2 


i/ 

£/ 

127.2 


123.2 

123.8 

123.6 

2/ 

1/ 

129.4 


123.9 

125.1 

124.7 


126.0 
127.6 
L  26 . 8 


j  Food  :  Clothing 


131.6 

131.9 

134.0 

150.8 
149.4 

150.2 

132.8 
134.1 

135.3 


136.1 
138.5 
139,8 

141.3 
143.0 
144.7 

143.4 
143.4 

142.1 


135.3 
135.9 
135.0 

148.5 

148.4 
146*9 


136.6 

139.3 

137.5 


138,6 

142.0 

139.2 


y. 

2/ 

139.6 


139.6 

139.1 

139.8 


146.1 

146.3 

146.6 


136.8 

137.3 

138.4 

y 

2/ 

145.1 

y 

2/ 

133.6 


135.5 

135. 6 

135.7 

y 

y 

137.3 


128.5 

128.6 
129.6 


137.3 

137.2 

137.3 


Rent 


y 

103.9 


Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 


107.9 

107.9 

107.4 


115.1 

111.8 

126.1 

127.9 

115.2 

111.8 

136.4 

128.4 

115.2 

111.8 

137.9 

128.5 

100.3 

109.4 

133.8 

124.4 

100.3 

109.4 

133.8 

125.1 

100.3 

108.8 

134.6 

125.8 

122.5 

104.6 

133.6 

122,8 

122,5 

104.6 

134.7 

123.5 

122.5 

105.8 

134.9 

‘ 

124.2 

y 

105.2 

2/ 

V 

2/ 

105.2 

2/ 

V 

116.0 

105.2 

138.1 

118.0 

y 

104.4 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

104.4 

2/ 

2/ 

114.5 

104.4 

142.7 

119.4 

109.4 

91.2 

124.1 

121,1 

109,4 

91.2 

124.4 

122.5 

109.3 

91.1 

127.1 

122.8 

y 

104.6 

2/ 

2/ 

y 

104.6 

2/ 

2/ 

107.1 

104,4 

134.1 

117.9 

109.2 

103*6 

136.4 

119.5 

109.3 

104,1 

136.7 

120.1 

109.3 

104,1 

143.2 

120.1 

110.4 

92.5 

120.2 

124.3 

110.4 

92.5 

129.9 

124.6 

110.5 

92.5 

132,3 

125.0 

House- 
furni sh 
ing 


•  K 
y 

134.7 


Mi  s- 
ce  lla¬ 
no  ous 


2/ 

2/ 

116.0 


Table  5  (Continued) 
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COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Indexes,  1935-39  ■  100.0 


(Some  Indexes  .for  April  and  May  Revised) 


City  and  Date 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

Portland,  0reg,: 
April  15 

2/ 

142.2 

2/ 

2/ 

116.7 

y. 

y 

y, 

2/ 

May  15 

2/ 

144.7 

:  V 

V 

116.7 

June  15 

129.4 

144.4 

140.2 

115.5 

92.1 

136.9 

124.4 

San  Francisco: 

April  15 

128.3 

142.2 

135.1 

106,2 

92.6 

120.9 

128.8 

May  15 

129.4 

144.7 

135,5 

106.2 

92.6 

120.9 

129.1 

Juno  15 

129.2 

142.5 

136.5 

106.3 

92.6 

137.4 

129.2 

Seattle; 

April  15 

127.9 

139.2 

136.4 

111.4 

101.4 

127.3 

129.8 

May  15 

128.9 

141.3 

136.9 

111.4 

101.7 

-  127.3 

130..  2 

June  15 

128.8 

140.4 

137.8 

111.5 

102.1 

129.2 

130,4 

* 


These  indexes  are  based  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage  earners 
and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities, 

r,ascd  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  nearest  the  15th  of  the  month, 
Monthly  data  not  available. 


Table  6.  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  Combined  1/ 

Indexes  ,  19  35 “39  =  100  . 


Commodity  Group 

:  1910+ 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1939 

:  2/ June  13 

May  16 

June  15 

Sept.  15 

Jan.  14 

Aug'.  1$ 

All  foods 

;  135.7 

135.5 

141.9 

126.6 

97-8 

93*5 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

|  108. 4 

108.1 

107  '.5 

105.4 

94.9 

93.4 

Meats 

:  129.8 

130.3 

130.3 

I3O.6 

101.1 

95.7 

Beef  and  veal 

:  118.8 

118. 9 

131.4 

126 . 0 

109.4 

99.6 

Pork 

:  112.0 

111.9 

125.4 

124.0 

86.1 

88.0 

Lamb 

:  134.0 

134*4 

142.7 

133.7 

98.7 

98.8 

Chickens 

:  154.1 

155.9 

147 . 2 

133.7 

97.2 

94.6 

Fisxh,  fresh  and  canned 

196.7 

200.5 

201.1 

168.2 

118. 7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

:  133.5 

133.5 

133.7 

127.7 

105.I 

93.1 

Eggs 

•  129.1 

127.1 

146.2 

155.2 

97.4 

90.7 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

:  174.0 

172.8 

167.8 

129.7 

93*3 

92.4 

Fresh 

:  184.6 

I83.I 

202.1 

130.3 

93.4 

92.8 

Canned 

:  129.2 

129.2 

130.5 

123.8 

91.4 

91.6 

Dried 

164. 1 

163-5, 

158.6 

143.4 

99.6 

90.3 

Beverages 

:  124.3 

124*4^/ 

124.5 

123.8 

90.9 

94.9 

Fats  and  oils 

•  123.1 

123.3 

126.5 

120.7 

80,3 

84.5 

Sugar  and  .sweets 

:  126.5 

126.5 

126.5 

127.0 

95.3 

95.6 

\J  The  number  of  cities  included  in  the  index  was  changed  from  51  to  56  in  March 
1914.3 ,  with  the  necessary  adjustments  for  maintaining  comparability.  At  the 
same  time  the  number  of  foods  in  the  index  was  increased  from  54  to  6l. 


2/  Preliminary. 
3/  Revised. 


Table  o-A  - 

Percent  Chan 

.2 

May  l6 

:  June  15 

Sept.  15 

Jan .  14 

Aug.  15 

, 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1939 

Commodity  Group 

to 

:  to 

to 

to  , 

to 

June  1 3 

;  June  13 

June  13 

June  13 

June  13 

% 

1944 

:  1944 

1944 

191+U 

1944 

All  foods 

4  0.1 

i  -  4.4 

4  7.2 

438.8 

445.1 

Cereals  and  bakery  products. 

+  .3 

|  +  .8 

+  2.8 

+14.2 

4 16 . 1 

Meats  • 

-  .4 

•  -6.1 

-  ,6 

428.4 

+35.6 

Beef  and  veal 

-  .1 

:  -  9.6 

-  5.7 

4  8.6 

+  19.3 

Pork  . 

4  .1 

:  -10.7 

-  9.7 

430.1 

+27.3 

Lemb 

+  .3 

:  ~  5.5 

4  .8 

436.6 

436.4 

Chickens 

-  1.2 

>  +  4*7 

4.15.3 

+58.5 

462.9 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

-  1.9 

:  -  2.2 

4 16.9 

+65.7 

*97.5 

Dairy  products 

0 

:  -  .1 

4  4.5 

427.0 

443.4 

Eggs 

4.  1.6 

:  -11.7 

-16.8 

+  32.5 

+42 . 3 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

*  .7 

:  -  7.3 

+34.2 

+86.5 

488.3 

Fresh 

4  .8 

:  -  8.7 

441.7 

+97.6 

498.9 

Canned 

0 

i  -  1.0 

4  4.4 

441.4 

441.0 

Dried 

*►  .4 

:  +  3.5 

4 14. 4 

464.8 

481.7 

Beverages 

-  .1 

i  -  .2 

4  .4 

+36.7 

431.0 

Fats  s.nd  oils 

-  .2 

i  -  2.7 

4  2.0 

455.3 

+45-7 

Sugar  and  sweets 

0 

:  0 

-  .4 

+  32.7 

+  32.3 

(JLS  45-189) 
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Table  7  ~  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Largo  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods 


Percent 

Change 

-  May  16 

1944  '  to 

June 

13,  lhv 

City  and 

Cereals 

Fruits 

Fats;  Sugar 

Regional  Area 

All 

arid 

Meats 

Dairy 

Eggs 

and 

Bcv- 

and  |  and 

Foods 

Bakery 

Products 

Veg. 

oh  age 

s  Oils'  Sweet r 

X 

United  States 

4  0.1 

4  Q»3 

-  0.4 

0.0 

4 

1.6 

4 

0 .7 

-  0.1 

■ 

-  0,2;  0.0 

X 

New  England: 

% 

X 

X 

X 

Bos  ton 

4  .6 

4  .1 

r— 

O 

4*-  •  J- 

4- 

3o 

4 

2.3 

0 

-  .1*4-  .1 

Br idgepor t 

0 

*4**  •  1 

*  ( 

0 

— 

.5 

4 

1.0 

-  .2 

-  .1:-  .2 

Fall  River 

-  .5 

4  .2 

-  1.4 

-  .1 

30 

- 

.1 

4  .2 

-  .2;+  .8 

Manchester 

.6 

4  •  3 

.6 

+  .3 

- 

.5 

— 

2.6 

-  .1 

-  .2:4  ,3 

New  Haven 

-  .u 

*■  .1 

-  1*0 

-  .1 

4 

1.7 

- 

.6 

0 

-  .2;  0 

Portland,  Maine 

-  ,2 

4  .3 

-  1.0 

0 

1.6 

— 

/ 

«*  O 

0 

0  a  .9 

Providence 

#-  1.1 

4  .2 

-  .9 

-  .1 

4- 

2.5 

4 

50 

0 

-  ,2:  0 

X 

Middle  Atlantic: 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Buffalo 

+-  -3 

0 

-  .8 

4  .1 

- 

«5 

At 

2  7 

*  .3 

-  1.4'  0 

Newark 

-  .1 

4  O 

-  .7 

0 

4 

1.8 

4 

.3 

-  .1 

th>\ -  .,2 

New  York 

-  .1 

4  a  U 

-  .9 

-  .1 

4 

3.7 

- 

.6 

0 

.  6 ' 4  . 6 

Philadelphia 

+  1.5 

4  .  1 

•7 

-  .2 

- 

•  7 

4 

6.2 

1 

—  «  -L 

h  2  p 

Pittsburgh 

♦  -9 

4  .2 

-  .1 

-  .2 

JL 

.6 

3  *4 

-  .2 

-  .1*4  a 

Rochester 

+  1.1; 

4  ,2. 

-  *5 

4  .2 

— 

4.0 

4 

9.2 

4  .1; 

-  i  .2.  :~  a 

Scranton 

+  ‘3 

4  .2 

.6 

0 

4 

2.1 

4 

1.3 

0 

-  1.2*  0 

X 

X 

East  North  Central: 

V 

X 

X 

Chicago 

+  .9 

4.  1.3 

.2 

4  a  • 

.5 

4 

26 

•  3 

0  ?4  .2 

Cincinnati 

+  3*5 

4  .1 

/*) 

-  .1 

4 

6.3 

4 

11.6 

-  .3 

-  a:4  a 

Cleveland 

t 

-  *4 

4  .1 

-  .1 

4  .1 

4 

*3 

- 

1 ,6 

-  .2 

4  .4;-  .7 

C o  lunbu  s ,  Ohio, 

0 

+  *3 

-  .1 

0 

4 

7-1 

- 

2.0 

4*  •  f2 

-  .6:  0 

Detroit 

+  .5 

-  .1 

0 

0 

- 

1.2 

4- 

2.1 

.1 

4  a  ‘  0 

Indianapolis 

+  .3 

0 

4  .1 

-  .2 

•¥ 

.6 

* 

1.5 

0 

0  :  0 

Mi lwaukee 

*  .  8 

4-  .2 

0 

4  .1 

- 

•  7 

4 

3.3 

0 

4  a;  0 

Peoria 

0 

4  .5 

4  .2 

4  .1 

4- 

0 

- 

-  .3 

-  *4  a  1 » / 

Springfield,  Ill* 

4  .3 

*f  •  O 

-  .1 

0  “ 

4 

4.2 

4” 

•  3 

0 

0  *4  ,4 

Wo s  t  N or th  Central: 

\ 

X 

X 

Cedan  Rapids 

4  .7 

■4  ,3 

4  .1 

4  .1 

4 

3-k 

4 

1.7 

-  .2 

0  a  .5 

Kansas  City 

-  .7 

4 

4  .2 

0 

4- 

4*4 

- 

i+.l; 

-  .1 

4  a :  4  ,8 

Minneapolis 

.4 

-  .2 

0 

4 

.1 

- 

1.5 

0 

-  a*  0 

Omaha 

*  i 

4  '*1 

-  *2 

4  .1 

-f 

1.9 

- 

r7 

•  / 

0 

4  ai-  .4 

St.  Louis 

*  .7 

4  .2 

4  .2 

4  ,1 

.f 

.9 

+1 

1.7 

4  a 

-  a '  0 

St.  Paul, 

.+  .2 

4-  ,1; 

4  .2 

4  . 1 

4 

.8 

0 

-  .2 

-  »5':*  .2 

Wichita 

V 

*■  -5 

4  .3 

/ 

0 

4  .1 

4 

* 

4 » 

4 

—  - 

.8 

4  2.1 

-  a:  0 

f^.:  vyf% 


•bi  ••••.>  : 


'  >  •  '  ,  i  •  a 

•jjrifi 7  v\'  ! 

,f 1 -a**  ;£! 


1 
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Table  7  **  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  (Cont’d) 
by  Groups  of  Foods 


Percent  Change  -  May  16 ,  191^4  to  June  15*  19^U 


City  and 

Regional  Area 

t 

AH 

Foods 

Cereajs 

and 

B  akory 

Meats 

Dairy 

Products 

Eggs 

Fruite 

and 

Veg. 

Fats 

• 

Bev— ;  and 
erages  Oils 

Sugar 

and 

Sweets 

South  Atlantic: 

Atlanta 

- 

0.1 

+■ 

0.3 

- 

0.9 

+ 

o.b 

+ 

1,2 

- 

0.3 

- 

0.1 

+  0.1 

0.0 

Baltimore 

+ 

.5 

- 

.2 

+ 

.2 

- 

.5 

4- 

1.7 

+ 

1.8 

+ 

.2 

-  .7 

+  .1 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

- 

.1 

+ 

•  3 

+ 

.2 

- 

.1 

•f 

l.k 

- 

1.1 

+ 

.3 

-  .3 

-  .1 

Jacksonville 

- 

.1 

Jr 

.3 

- 

.3 

0 

+  12.2 

- 

2.9 

- 

•  3 

0 

0 

Norfolk 

- 

•  5 

0 

l.l 

+ 

.1 

+ 

4.0 

- 

1.U 

41 

.2 

0 

0 

Richmond 

+ 

1.6 

Jr 

.i+ 

0 

- 

.2 

+ 

.2 

Jr 

6.9 

0 

-  .3 

+  .1 

Savannah 

+ 

•  5 

Jr 

.2 

•4* 

2.8 

- 

.1 

2.1 

~ 

2.0 

Jr 

.1 

-  .5 

-  .7 

Washington,  D.  C.' 

+ 

.9 

Jr 

•k 

4- 

1.2 

- 

•7 

+ 

1.0 

Jr 

2.0 

Jr 

.1 

-  .2 

-  .6 

Winston-Salem 

Jr 

.7 

+ 

.2 

+ 

.2 

Jr 

.2 

+ 

3.8 

Jr 

l.U 

+• 

.1 

0 

0 

East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 

+- 

.9 

0 

- 

.1 

0 

5.9 

Jr 

2.0 

0 

-  .1 

+  .2 

Jackson 

- 

.8 

0 

- 

.3 

mm 

.1 

0 

- 

3.u 

0 

0 

0 

Knoxville 

+ 

.9 

- 

4 

0 

0 

+■ 

7.2 

Jr 

2.3 

0 

-  .1 

+  .6 

Lou  isville 

1.6 

0 

— 

.2 

- 

.1 

+ 

5.1 

+ 

6.8 

0 

0 

-  .1 

Memphis 

Jr 

1.2 

Jr 

.5 

•¥ 

•5 

4- 

.1 

5.8 

2.6 

0 

-  .8 

.6 

Mobile 

- 

.9 

+ 

.3 

- 

.1 

- 

•U 

+- 

2.8 

— 

5.1 

0 

0 

0 

West  South  Central: 

Dallas 

- 

1.9 

+ 

.2 

0 

0 

+ 

1.7 

- 

8.1* 

- 

•b 

+  .1 

+  .2 

Houston 

- 

•  7 

Jr 

.4 

- 

.1 

- 

a 

+ 

5.0 

- 

b.  l 

0 

0 

+  .2 

Little  Rock 

- 

.1 

O' 

- 

.3 

4- 

.2 

+ 

b»b 

- 

1.0 

0 

-  .b 

0 

New  Orleans 

1.0 

4- 

.2 

— 

1.3 

— 

.1 

+ 

.5 

— 

2.9 

— 

.1 

+  .3 

0 

Mountain : 

• 

Butte 

- 

.2 

0 

- 

.1 

4- 

.1 

- 

.8 

- 

. b 

0 

-  .4 

0 

Denver 

- 

1.3 

+- 

•  5 

- 

.2 

0 

+- 

1.7 

- 

b.5 

+ 

•b 

-  .2 

0 

Salt  Lake  City 

+ 

.2 

-  4L 

V 

.u 

0 

0 

.8 

l.l 

— 

3.1 

-  1.6 

-  I.b 

Pacific; 

« 

Los  Angeles 

- 

2.0 

+ 

.6 

+ 

.1 

- 

.1 

+ 

2.2 

- 

6.5 

+ 

.1 

0 

-  .5 

Portland,  Greg. 

- 

.2 

4- 

.5 

- 

2.1 

.1 

+ 

1.6 

+ 

•  7 

0 

-  .2 

0 

San  Francisco 

- 

1.5 

+ 

•b 

- 

1.3 

+ 

.2 

+■ 

.2 

- 

b.2 

+ 

.3 

4-  .1 

+  .1 

Seattle 

- 

.6 

0 

Jr 

.1 

0 

.7 

— 

3.1 

— 

•b 

0 

+  .1 

Table  8  -  Average  Retail  prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined 


Commodity 

June  13 

19J+U 

Average 

Prices 

.  .  I  .  -■  LL,  -  «  .T  ...  1  --  UJ 

Cents 

EEEALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS: 

Cereals* * 

.'Flour,  wheat 

10  lb. 

61+.9 

'Macaroni 

lb. 

15*7 

^Wheat  cereal 

28  oz. 

23.2 

Corn  flakes 

8  oz. 

6.5 

Corn  meal 

'  lb. 

6,2 

*Riee  ' 

,  n  • 

12,9 

Rolled  oats 

H 

'9.1+ 

♦Flour,  pancake 

20  .oz. 

12.1 

Bakery  products: 

Bread,  white 

'lb. 

8.8 

Bread,  whole  wheat 

tt 

9.7 

‘Bread,'  rye 

r  H  ’ 

9.9 

Vanilla  cookies 

tl 

28.7 

Soda  crackers 

It 

% 

18.9 

EATS: 

Beef: 

Round  steak 

• 

rQ 

1 — 1 

4l.6 

Rib  roast 

tt 

33.7 

Chuck  roast 

ft  • 

28.9 

♦Stew  meat 

ft  ■ 

Liver 

.  h  .  , 

37.3  ‘ 

Hamburger 

ff  * 

“28.0 

Veal: 

Cutlets 

.  ft 

1+5.1 

♦Roast, boned  &  rolled  ‘  M 

‘35.0 

Pork:  ' 

“Chops ’ 

ft 

37.3 

Bacon,  sliced 

tt 

4,1.2 

Ham,  sliced 

tf 

51.1 

'Hum,  whole 

11  • 

'35.6- 

Salt  pork 

tt 

'22.4' 

♦Liver 

tt 

'22, 0* 

♦Sausage 

tt  ■ 

38.2 

♦Bologna,  big 

tt 

31+.2 

Lamb : 

Leg 

tl 

40,1 

Rib  chops 

tt 

1+5.3 

Percent  Change 


Hay. 16 

1944  to 

June  15 

1944 

June  T? 

1943  to 

Juno  13 

191+1+ 

;  Sept. 15 
•1942  to 

•June  13 

:  19I+I+ 

Jan ,  l4 

1941  to 

June  13 

1944: 

Aug • 13 

1939  to 
June  13 

191+1+ 

-0,5 

+  6.2 

:  +19*5 

+56.8 

+81.3 

0 

+  1.3 

:  +11.3 

+13.8 

+12.1 

-  *4 

0 

;  -3.3 

-  Iw3 

-  4  a 

0 

-  3.0 

:  -  7.1 

-  0.5 

-  7.1 

+1*6 

+10.7 

!  -+21+.0 

+47*6 

+55.0 

+  08 

+  2 .4 

3.2 

+63.3 

+72.0 

+5*6 

9.3 

:  +8.0 

+32  *4 

+32.1+ 

0 

+15.2 

:  1/  • 

•1/ 

1/ 

+1.1 

-  1.1 

j  +  ia 

+12,8 

+12.8 

0 

0 

!  +2*1 

+11.5 

+10.2 

0 

-  1.0 

:  +  2.1- 

+10.0 

+  7.6 

+  '.7‘ 

-  2.0 

:  +  6,3 

+11+.3 

2/ 

-  .5 

+  6,8 

t 

•  +13.9 

+26.0 

+■27.7 

-  o5 

-11.5 

:  -  5.9 

+  7.8 

+11+.3 

0 

-10.4 

\  -2,9 

+  7.0 

+  16.6 

-  .3 

-  8.8 

i  --  3.7 

+11+.7 

+28.1+ 

0 

-  9.7 

:  •  1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

+  .5 

-  .8 

:  w 

?/ 

s 

0 

-12.8 

I  y 

1/ 

y 

-  .9 

-11.0 

:  -17.9 

-  .2 

+  6a 

-  •  .6 

-  7.9 

:  1/ 

1/ 

y 

0 

-11,0 

:  -13.5 

+28.2 

+20,7 

+  .2 

-  9*8 

:  +  .7 

+36.9 

+35*5 

+  .2 

-13.1 

1  -11+.3 

+13*3 

+•10 . 1 

+  .6 

-10.6 

i ■-  7.0 

+35*9 

+29.9 

-  •  .4 

-  9*3 

5.9 

+31+,.  1 

+1+5*5 

-■  .5" 

-  6.4 

:  •  1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

0 

+  *3 

:  -  T/ 

V 

T/ 

-2.8 

+  *3  ; 

!  y 

y 

y 

+  .2 

-  4a 

\  1 5.8 

+44.2 

+1+5.3 

+  .2 

-  8.1 

:  -  3*8 

+29.1+ 

+23.4 

NOTE:  Data  aro  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  1943  arid  on  56  cities 
combined  from  January  1943  ‘to  date, 

*  Not  included  in  the  index, 

l/  Priced  for  first  time  in  February  1943* 

2/  Not  available. 


-  15  - 


Table  8  - 


Average 


Commodity 


MEAT  S  j  ( C  on  tin1  xc  d ) 

Poultry; 

Roasting  chickens  2/  lb* 

* '  —tm 

Fi  sh : 

F-i  sh  ( f  r  c  sh ,  frozen)  2/  lb . 
Salmon,  pink  16  oz.  can 
* Salmon,  rod  n 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS; 

Butter  lb* 

Cheese  n 

Mi Ik, fro  sh ( do li vor od )  Q t  * 

Mi  Ik,  fro  sh  (  grocery )  _  11 

Milk,  evaporated  l4|oz  *can 


EGGS; 

Eggs,  fresh  £/  doz 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES; 

Fresh 'fruits  and  vegetables : 
Fro  sh  f rui t s ; 

Apples 
Bananas 
Oranges 
* Grape fruit 
Fresh  vo get ab 1 o s • 

Been,  s,  groon 


/ 


1  "h 

-L  -J  • 

If 

doz  * 
each 


Cabbage 


bunch 


Carrots 
Lettuce 
Qni on  s 
Potatoes 
Spinach  lb* 

Swpctpotatqes  M 

*Buets  bunch 

C  anno d  f ru its  and  vegetab le s  : 

Canned  fruits; 

Peaches  yTA  can 

pineapple  u 

Gr  ap  e  f r u  i  t  ■  ;‘j  u  i  c  o  A2  c  an 


ail  Price 

s  of  Foods 

in  Lar 

* 

* 

•June  Ip 

; May  16 

he  15 

:  1944 

■  194  to 

943  -0 

Average 

i  June  13 

:  194 

Tune  13 

;  Pr i cos 

194 

Cents 

* 

i 

t 

■ 

« 

1 

• 

« 

r 

9 

:  46  Oo 

r 

1 

• 

;  -  1*2 

+  4*7 

:  1/  • 

t 

0  p 

4  L—  €  d. 

-  2,7 

:  'S,7 

:  -  1.7 

—  1 « / 

:  45  "4 

• 

* 

+  5*3 

• 

ft 

■ 

+  9*1 

:  49.9 

:  -  *2 

~  1«2 

:  36.0 

i  c 

»  6.5 

‘  -•  !-  / 

'  '  IP 

0 

+  .6 

:  ll.U5 

:  0 

+  «» / 

;  1C.  a 

0 

■» 

-  i  iO 

* 

•  )  r*  ^ 

« 

ft 

« 

«  4.  i  A 

.  v  1  1  'J 

. 

-U.7 

* 

* 

;  / 

» 

• 

ft. 

3 

c 

h 

ft 

• 

< 

m 

!  1  O  1 

,  J,  —  9 

;  +  2*5 

:  >18 .3 

;  11.4 

;  c 

:  -  2,6 

:  4Se2 ' 

:  +  3«o 

*  + 1 0  0  3 

:  9*2 

:  +  5*7 

» 

:  +  5*7 

• 

*  1606 

;  -14.9 

"  +  pel 

-  j  *L. 

*  —  3  °6 

•  -46*o 

'  :Qj  K 

«  0  y 

•*  j  1  Q 

»  *T"  J..  i*  CL 

:  +  2,4 

*  11*5 

/  r— 

*  *•0.5 

•  -24*3 

:  6,5 

:  -27*8 

■  07  A 

*  /  0  V. 

:  78,7 

;  +23 1. 4 

: »  6*  6 

;  9.7 

K  r-  1 

:  +5*4 

"  I  ^ 

,  —  ‘-h  0  J 

"  Le.  c  / 

;  +  4  ®  1 

:  -29,8 

6  i  n  *7 

*  .L  \J  *  j 
« 

1 

i  +  1.9 

\ 

.  -  7*3 

a 

ft 

;  27^5 

«. 

1 

•  ,  r~j 

:  +  * ; 

•  .  7  O 

*  2?»5 

:  0 

:  -  2*8 

i  14*4 

i 

:  0 

*  +  2*1 

Combined  (Cent ?  a ) 


per c on t  _c h an. go 


ept » 15  Jon.  14  I  Aug.  15 
942  to  *1941  to  :  3-939  to 
unc  13  ;  June  13  ; Juno  13 

1944 


+15  0 


+18*3 
+  8,7 
+11,8 


+  7*4 

+12 .4 


-16.8 


+2 


2.1 


+ 


07 


+58,5 


+5 1  •  0 
+72,0 


-•7-7  *7 

+PP  O 


+2I « 8 


+32*5 


+18.6 
+08  *3 


VOTE; 


combined  prior  to  1>43 


date* 


T/ 


Data  arc  based  on  yl  citic 
combined  from  January  1943 
Hot  included  in  the  index. 

Composite  price  not  compuucd. 

Per  con  to.  go  change  computed  on  tnc  index. 
Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  1941 « 
Priced  for  the  first  time  in  10  brum y  -94f 


+62,9 

+99*2 

+dp  o  2 

+96  0  5 


,4^  c 

TU-  u  J 
4.]  r-  ? 

+4p  0  I 

+ pO  <»  0 

+9  j.  »  o 

49.5 


+!;  fi.5 


+175-0 

+86 « 9 
»  rr  *7  ^ 


+130,6 

+36,5 


.2 

+41 0  7 

+8i  j.  0  -3 

*0 

+36  o9 

-7  /  — \ 

+pb»9 

„  )  1 
« .  -r 

+8  0  ©  0 

+80*6 

c9 

+ 169.7  5 

+I287 6 

0 

+32  <9 

+24  -  4 

0 1  •{* 

+154.0 

+  l-c. 9 
*  "  / 

«  / 

J  4/ 

w 

ft 

t 

/ 

tO 

'  +  66  +'  7 

+  O0  c  O 

p 

©  t  J 

:■  +31,6 

+31  cO 

•  1 

1  3/ 

— ftW» 

;  3/ 

59 

c  i  ti  c  s 

Retail  Food  Coats  il  Largo  Cities  1/ 

Mlo  9  -  Indexes  and  Poreen-  eh mn-r,  + 

and  Other  Specified  ^fiodT®  'foa"ary  19itl 


- ^Indexes,  1935«3Q  -  fAtr  .  - 

:  June  13  :ifey  16  iTun^^TTr; — ^ - .Pore  out  ck 

& 44  :  19, V,.  ,16  iJ«VT5^ 

:  ;  :  •  •*'  :  W  :  19hU  :  1943  !  1942 

:  ■  to  :  to  •  to 

;  June  13  .Juno  13  -Juno  33 

^4-i_J9iA  :  1944  ' 


Peg ion  and  City 


UnTtcP^Srp 


anes 


Pew  England: 
Boston 

Bridgeport 
Pall  River 
Mane  lies  ter 
New  Haven 
Portland,  Paine 
Providence 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 
Newark 
New  York 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Roc  he s  ter 
Scranton 

Past  North  Cent 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Columbus,  Ohio 
Detroit 
Ii  -  d  i  a  nap  o  1  i  s 
Mi 1 w a uk o o 
Pc-ori 


L33. 7 


;135*3  ;'l2*o.  6  ;  9T;ir 

«  %  4  ^  1 


:+  oa 


-4.4 


:  130.4  029.6  436.8  ha4.i+ 
■  tdl*4  M31.4  l4'3  8  ,107  i 

.•129.2  :i29  g  .-.Ay  yf '’i 

•'130.9  !i3i  ?3/o  ki8  :H5“Z 

:  Mo  /  443  *4  ;l2o.3 

. -LjcLtO  ;lp3 o .1  ‘l/ig  1  wok  o 

AA’C  44  A  40.6  .129.3 
k^*4  431.9  459.7  ;i26.3 

•  *  * 

*  *  »  1 

i  1NP7  ;i45.s  ;  127.6 
:  if 'I  I.hlt  .:14.1  ;  128.0 
:  ,-Yy  :  13/ «0  : 141.4  : 125.2 

i  SI  lilt?  i!?9.2  i  123.9 
:  nS?*?  r^-PM.o  .142,3  ;  123.0 

"'-'h  :  .  .  o  ;  138 »6  : 125.2 


lpp.9  ‘  lBR  r:  *ii,i  1 

^  ■  "xsJBJ  •a.44«4 


12y  ,6 


ra 


•* 


S'4  k4o,o' :  124.9 

li  t  :p3,7  :i39*2  : 126.9 
cl'1  •  ^  ;  l4l  o  9  : 149 ,5  : 1 27  7 

1P7  i  •  -•  00  t  .-,4. 

r  /"-1-  :134.5  : 119,6 


hk  i.k?-4  1141.6  •  124.7 
S‘s  iSf  ;  M'3  k27.i 

ikk.?  I38-2  -146.9  • -130.7 

s  ’ 


Sprln^’  m.!K  fifcf 

West  north  Control  4 

tedar  Rapids  4/  :  137.3  :lJ6 
Ransom  City  *  —  -  '  J 

*J 


4 ■  ; 130, 


Nan 

Mi nne a p o 1 i s 
Oma  ha 

St,  Louis 

St,  Paul 

Wi  chits 


:  130.7 

■’129*0  :129k 
•131.1  -'131.2 


l^s'v  :W7'S  :'l?7.7  : 123.2 

77"  137.8  |i43.5  -126.7 

•tk‘  1  :--27.9  -133.7  :I20.8 


14o.2  045.5  449.7  -132.0 


O 

oGf 


footnotes  at  cnl  of  table. 


95.2 
96.5 
9/  .5 
9606 
95.7 
95o 

96.3 


>0,0 
99  k; 
95,0 
98.0 
99.9 


“9  *3 


-4«  6 


97 


r~ 


96,2 


-3.3 


*>5 


.3 


98^6 


8,6 


8.: 


+  6.2 


:  +3o.2 
‘  -32.5 
: 

:  +38,6 
+37.6 
:  +38.5 


+34.3 
+39.4 
+37.5 
+6-1 . 6 
+38.6 
+31 4 
+39.4 


:  +37.9 
:  +43.4 
:  +42.4 

:  +36.1 
:  +37.1 
•  +35.0 
:  +4-1.3 
:  +39.6 
:  +46.3 


:  +43*2 
:  +4l .  2 
:  +30.3 

;  +33.9 

;  +39.8 

:  +29.9 
:  +5C.4 


Retail  Food 


Cos  ts '  in  Large  Cities  1/ 


Table  9  -  Indexes  and  Percent  Chance  from  Janaary  1; 

and  other  Specified  Periods  (Cont*d) 


*  p>v 

.in  and  City 


itlantic  : 

1ta 

none 

e  s ten ,  S . C , 
Jacksonville 
Norfolk  p/ 
Ric'nir.ond 
Savannah 

Washington ,  D . C . 
W ins  ton  -  S  alem  4/ 
East  South  Central: 
E  irmingham 

V 


T  I  / 

Joe us on  4, 


Knoxville  4/ 
Louisville 
Memphi s 
Mobile 

West  South  Central: 
Dallas 
■Houston 
Little  Hock 
New  Orleans 


1 nd e xe sl93P -  59  a  100 


Juno 13 -May 


■;LXU 


17a  0 
xpp  .  d 

155.4 

;  143.9  • 

123.9 

0 1 1  7  a 
>  4  *  j 

0 

•s 

1 

]  1 ,  ]  0 

14.0 . 5 

:  152.5 

131.2 

97.9  ;* 

5  ’  - 

*  J 

1  70 

_L  j\J  0  *■ — ' 

130.7 

;  139.0 

n  a/  S 

j-d£>  .O 

95.9  *- 

~\ 

•  x  ;  - 

142.3 

1 1 ,  0 

J mUt  s  *  v  * 

:  151-7 

134.2 

93, -8  ;  - 

a 

142,0' 

1  J  0  r? 
ill  a  *  / 

-  i  — -  7 
: xpx . , 

131.9  . 

95.8  *- 
'  * 

•  5  ;  ” 

zl , 
-  X 


4.0 
190.2 
135>3 

125*  i 


]  r,j  1 

X  »  — 

]  70  O 

144.7 

142.1 


130.8 
I33.O 
133. 3 

146.9 


16 


)'  J 


Juno  18 

1943 


i>  1,9 

14.9.4 

i  ■  i 


134-  _ 

134.2 


133.5 


139.8 

139.3  : 140.4 
'152.7 

130.8 
143.0 
145.4 


■  ipao 

:  153.8 

;  142 . 7 

;  139.7 

1 

! 141.9 

:  14.9.6 

>5 


154. 


1  70  C 
•'■;/•/ 

Ui3. 3 

149.8 


136.4 


133,3 

138,9  : 140.0 

133.9'  i  140.1 

iij.S.u 


1  CO  p 

-e  j  C.  *  C. 


Butte- 

1 32 . 8 

153,0  *  140.6 

124.6 

98.7  .2 

-  5.3 

4- 

i 

Denver 

137.5 

139  5  ‘ 141.0 

126.8 

94.8  1.3 

-  2.3 

+ 

Salt  Lake  City 

I39.5 

139,2  ; 144.1 

» 

130  a 

97.5  :+  ,2 

l 

"  3.2 

+ 

Pacific : 

Los  Ango lo s 

139.2 

142.0  j 146.8 

]  z7  Q 

101,8  2.0 

-  5-2 

+ 

Portland,  Or eg. 

ill  ! 

144.4 

164.7  a 52a 

141.2 

103,7  .2 

-  5.1 

San  Francisco 

142.5 

144.7  : 149.8 

135.5 

99.6  1.5 

-  4-9 

+ 

Seattle 

140.4 

l4"i.3  ;  146.6 

1  'XI  7 

■L>  »  7 

101.0  ,6 

-  8.2 

X 

1/ 


/ 


Sept .  15:  Jan  .Up  May  lo :  June lcj 


1942 


126.2 

133.3 

126.1 

110.3 


125.3 
I.41.O 

lp4.2 

124.2 

120.7 

183.9 

123.7 

130.3 

129.2 

135.9 


1941  ■  1944 
;  to 
•  June 13 

•;  1944 


95.7 
loo.  5 

97.7 

93.7 


4- 

X 

+ 


1  f-' 
A.  *  s-/ 

-5 

.9 


96.0  :+ 


105.3 

97J 

95  •  5 
- 


*  <ol 


4* 

4- 

+ 


>  / 


.9 

.8 

.9 


1  ^ 

1  «  «s-/ 

1.2 

97 >9  • ~  »9 


92.6 

102.6 

95.6 

101-9 


1.9 

.7 


1 

X 


-  1.0 


ercent  Change. 

'  Sept .  I.5 


194,3 

to 

Tune  13 

1944 


-  6.0 


7.4 

6.0 

9  •  3 


-  2.3 

-  8.2 

~7  ~7 

-  ■  'S 

-  1  <.'  5 

-  6.9 

-  2.8 

-  4.7 

-  2.4 

-5.1 

-  4.2 

-  3-6' 

-  4.5 

-  3.5 


74 

to 

June 1 3 
196 ! ' 


+  1 . 1 1. 
7.6 


342 


6  ^ 


+  6.° 


7.7 

2 

■fin.  ( 

*r  5.6 

+  12.6 

4 1 1 . 6 
-  1.2 
4  i-4  •>  3 

4  /  0 

4xi  .  e 
4  6,1 

+  5.7 

4  5*2 

3' 


443.4 
444..  2 
+  36.2 
444*  6 

448.2 

443.O 

*49- 5 
4-3,5 
+44.2 


-f 

«fr 


p.6 

8.1 


6.6 
8.4 

r? 

/ 


r-7  O 


.9 

2.3 
6.7 

2.3 


J  an . 14 

I94I 

to 

Juno 13 

1944 


44$  .6 

*32.3. 

453.7 

4  59 . 2 

4  73.6 

445 . 1 

441.-3- 

4  3 1  •  o 

440.0 

444.2 

+ 34:.  5 
445  *0 

+43-1 


+36.7 

442.0 

44.3.1 


59 . 0 


O  / 

7/ 

4 

5/ 


Aggregate  costs  of  6l  foods  (54  food 
tc  represent  total  purchases  of  f  ami lies  of  wage  earners  ana  .Lover -salaried 
workers ,  have  b’ec-n  c  01  veined  for  the  Lnitod  States  »vi  bh  the  use  oi  population 
weights.  Primary  use  is  for  time -to -time  comparisons  rather  than  place-to-place 

comparisons . 

Preliminary . 

Revised, 

June  1940  equals  100. 

Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News, 


U.s.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Bureau  ol  Labor  Statistics 
Washington  25 


CORRECTION  TO  REPORT  ON  "THE  COST  OF  LIVING  AND 
RETAIL  COSTS  OF  FOOD/'  JUNE  15,  1944 


F lease  make  the  following  corrections 
Page  5,  Table  3: 

/ 

Change  to  June  15,  1944 
from: 

June  15,  1943 
Aug.  15,  1939 
Jan.  1,  1941 
May  15,  1942 
Sept.  15,  1942 


Page  6,  Table  4: 


in  the  attached  report: 


Manchester  New  Orleans 


-  1.3 

+29.7 

+26.5 

+  7.1 
+  5.5 


No  correction 
+29.7 
+27.1 
+  9.4 
+  6.3 


Manchester: 
New  Orleans: 


All  items  +0.4;  miscellaneous  ,+1.5 
All  items  +0.4?  housefurnishings  +0,5 


Page  S,  Table  5: 


June  15  indexes: 

Manchester:  All  items  126.8;  miscellaneous  120.5 
Mew  Orleans:  All  items  129.3;  housefurnishings  129.3 


Fcr  release  in  A M  papers 
August  IS,  1944 


2*1 


Urn'll*1' 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Washington  25,  D*  C.' 


THE  LIBRARY  Or  THE 

COST  OF  LIVING  AND  RETAIL  COSTS  OF  FOOD  -  JUl&fel4 


The  ELS  index  indicates  average  changes  in  retail 

goods ,  rents  and  services  bought  by  families  of  wage  earners  and  Icuca- 
salaried  workers  in  large  cities*  The  items  covered  represented  70 
percent  of  the  expenditures  of  families  who  had  incomes  ranging  from 

.$1250  to  $2000  in  1934-36. 

Tho  index  does  not  show  the  full  wartime  effect  cn  the  cost  cf  living 
of  such  factors  as  lowered  quality,  disappearance  of  low-priced  goeds 
and  forced  changes  in  housing  end  eating  away  from  homo. 

It  docs  not  measure  changes  in  total  n  living  costs”  —  tna.t  w, 
the  total  amount  families  spend  for  living.  Income  taxes  ant.,  oona 
subscriptions  arc  not  included,  _ 


"Higher  prices  for  food,  particularly  eggs  and  frosh  fruits  and  vegor.-blcs, 
accounted  for  most  of  tho  0.6  percent  rise  in  retail  prices 
during  the  month  ending  July  15,"  Secretary  cf  Labor  Frances 
day.  n Increases  in  other  elements  of  tho  family  budget  wore  oma  , 

" During  the  past  year,  average  prices  of  fondly  living  essentials  have^rison 
by  1,8  percent,  compared  to  advances  of  6  percent  and  11  percent  l .  e  J— 
ending  July  1943  and  July  1942.  The  advance  over  the  year  has  been  xn 

clothing  prices,  housefurnishings  and  miscellaneous  service...  .  i 
whole  are  slightly  lower  than  they  were  a  year  age. 

Food 

"The  1.3  percent  increase  in  food  prices  over  the  month  was  primarily^duc 
to  egg  prices,  which  rose  by  15  percent,  to  an  average  of  .’3  ■  V,J  ‘ 

dozen" after  declining  rapidly  during  the  spring. 

"There  was  a  not  rise  of  2  percent  in  July  in  prices  of  the  fresh  fruits  and 
vegetables  included  in  the  Bureau's  index  reflecting  nxghor  prxco.  for  0  P,  - 
established  by  OPA  on  some  of  this  season's  crops,  lho  averse  price  ^ 

per  pound  for  apples  represented  an  incie.esec  12  •  Highor  prices 

is  usually  a  c.ocxino,  and  oranges  ..a,...nc..u  by  ...or  .  -  1  Juiy  but  there 

were  reported  for  potatoes,  sweet  potatoes,  spinach,  ana  oni,n.  in  -  » 
were  largo  decreases  for  cabbage,  lettuce,  ana  green  boon.. 

"A  c ontr asoas onal  decline  cf  0.4  percent  was  reported  for  meats,  rith  most^ 

cuts  reported  lower  than  in  June.  In  comparison  ..ith  =,  .y  ;4jj3^P  bakery  products 
eggs,  fruits  and  vegetables  as  a  group  were  lower,  an.  cereal,  -na  .  d 

were  slightly  higher. 


i. 

/! 


LS  45-486 


Other  Goods 


. 

n Except  for  foodstuffs,  average  prices  paid  by  mode rate -income  city  families 
fer  goods  and  services  showed  only  occasional  small  increases  between  mid-Juno  and 
mid-July.  There  were  scattered  price  advances  for  men’s  work  shirts  and  summer- 
weight  suits,  and  for  women’s  wash  frocks  and  rayon  underwear .  In  the  housefurnish 
ings  group,  small  increases  were  reported  for  prices  of  cook  stoves  and  bedroom 
suites  in  a  few  cities.  '  , 

” Scattered  advances  in  prices  charged  for  beauty  shop  services,  daily  news¬ 
papers  and  laundry  work  caused  an  0.1  percent  rise  in  the  cost  of  miscellaneous 
goods  and  services.  Average  fuel  prices  rose  0.2  percent  over  the  month  due  to 
some  increases  in  bituminous  coal  prices. 

"Rents  were  not  surveyed  in  July." 


Table  1 


-  3  - 


Report  for  July  15,  1944 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 
Indexes  1935-39  =  100,0* 


Date 

All 

items 

Food 

i  Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

House- 
fum  is  fl¬ 
ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

1939: 

August  15 

98.6 

93.5 

!  100.3 

104.3 

97.5 

100.6 

100.4 

1941: 

January  15 

100.8 

97.8 

i  100.7 

105.0 

100.8 

100.1 

101.9 

1942: 

May  15 

116.0 

121,6 

:  126.2 

109.9 

104.9 

122.2 

110.9 

September  15 

117.8 

126.6 

:  125.8 

108. 0 

106.2 

123.6 

111.4 

1943: 

July  15 

123.9 

139.0 

!  129.1 

108.0 

107.6 

125.6 

116.1 

1944: 

June  15 

125.4 

135.7 

:  138.0 

108.1 

109.6 

138.4 

121.7 

July  15 

126.1 

137.4 

:  138.2 

u 

109.8 

138.5 

121.8 

Table  la  PERCENT  OF  CHANGE 


Date 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 4/ 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

House - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

June  15,  1944  to 
July  15,  1944 

+  0.6 

+  1.3 

+  0.1 

i/ 

*  0.2 

+  0.1 

+  0.1 

July  15,  1943  to 
July  15,  1944 

+  1.8 

-  1.2 

+  7.0 

+  0.1 

+  2,0 

+10.3 

+  4.9 

Sept.  15,  1942  to 
July  15,  1944 

+  7.0 

+  8.5 

+  9.9 

+  0.1 

+  3.4 

+12.1 

+  9.3 

ivlay  15,  1942  to 

July  15,  1944 

+  8.7 

+13.0 

+-  9.5 

-  1.6 

+  4.7 

*13.3 

+  9.8 

Jan.  15,  1941  to 
July  15,  1944 

4*25.1 

+40.5 

+37.2 

+  3.0 

+  8.9 

+38.4 

+19.5 

Aug.  15,  1939  to 
July  15,  1944 

+27-.9 

+47.0 

+37.8 

+  3.6 

+12.6 

*37.7 

+21.3 

*  These  indexes  are  based  on  changes  in-  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage  earners 
and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities, 

1/  Rents  surveyed  at  quarterly'  dates  March  15,  June  15,  September  15,  December  15, 

2/  Changes  through  June  15,  1944, 


Table  2  -  4  -  Report  for  July  15,  19^4 

COST  OF  LIVING-  IN  LARGE  CITIES 

Percent  Change  Between  June  15,  1944  and  July  15,  1944  by  Groups* 


Region  and  City 


Average:  Large  0 i ti e s 


New  England: 

Boston 

Middle  Atlantic : 
Buffalo 
New  York 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
East  North  Central: 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Detroit 

West  North  Central: 
Kansas  City 
Minneapolis 
St.  Louis 
South  Atlantic* 
Baltimore 
Savannah 

Washington,  D.  C. 
East  South  Central: 

Bi rain gham 
West  South  Central: 

Houston 
Mountain : 

Denver 
Pacific : 

Los  Angelos 
San  Francisco 

Seattle 


Fuel, 

House- 

Mis- 

All 

Food 

Clothing 

electricity 

furnish- 

cella- 

items 

and  ice 

ings 

noons 

+0.6  1/ 

+1-.3  £/ 

— 

+0.1  3/ 

+0*2  4/ 

+0.1  3/ 

+0.!  3/ 

+0.5 

+1.2 

+0 « 1 

0 

+0.1 

0 

+0.2 

+0 . 3 

+0.1 

0 

0 

0 

+0.4 

+1.0 

+0 . 1 

+0 . 1 

0 

+0.2 

+0 . 1 

+0.2 

+0.2 

c 

0 

-0.1 

+0.2 

+0.7 

0 

0 

+0  •  2 

0 

+  1.0 

+2.4 

+0 « 1 

0 

0 

+0 . 1 

+0.3 

+0.6 

+0,1} 

0 

+0.2 

+0.2 

+1.1 

+2.3 

+0.1 

0 

0 

+o*5 

+0.9 

+  2.6 

+0.2 

-0.1 

+0  •  1 

-0.2 

+0 .6 

+1-5 

-0.1 

0 

0 

-0.1 

+0*7 

+1.3 

0 

0 

0 

+  0  e>  1 

+  1  oO 

+2.3 

+0  •  1 

0 

0 

+0 . 1 

+0.6 

+1.3 

+0.2 

0 

+0.3 

+0  •  2 

+0.7 

+1.3 

0 

0 

0 

+0.2 

-04 

-0.3 

+0.1 

0 

0 

-0.1 

+0.6 

+1.1  ' 

+0.1 

0 

0 

+0.2 

+0 .6 

+1 .5 

0 

0 

+0 .5 

0 

+1.0 

+2.3 

+o.4 

0 

0 

0 

-0.2 

+0 . 1 

-0.5 

-0.1 

+0.1 

+0.2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

+0.3 

+0*5 

+i.i 

+0  ■  p 

+0.3 

0 

+0.2 

*  These  percent  changes  arc  based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  g 
wage  earners  end  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 

1/  Rents  surveyed  at  quarterly  dates  -  March,  June,  Scptemeer, 
V/  Based  on  prices  for  5 6  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  nearest 


3"/  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 
IT/  Based  on  data  for  34  cities. 


oo ds  purchased  by 
De  cembe  r  <. 

the  19th  of  the  month* 


Table  3  -  5  -  Report  for  July  15,  19tU 

COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 

Percent  Changes  Since  August  1939*  January  191+1  and.  Other  Specified  Dates* 


July 

15,  19J+3 

Aug. 

15,  1939 

Jan.  1,  19^1 

May  15,  19U2 

Sept. 

15,  1942 

Region  and  City 

to 

to 

to ' 

to 

to 

July 

15,  19i+U 

July 

15,  1914+ 

July  13,  19^44 

July  19,  I9I4I4 

July 

15,  1944 

Average:  Large  Cities 

4-1.8 

+27.9 

+25 . 1 

+  6.7 

+  7.0 

New  England: 

+  5*3 

Boston 

+  1.7 

+26.1 

+23.5 

♦  7.9 

Middle  Atlantic : 

Buffalo 

+  0.2 

+  28. 1}. 

+21+.  1 

+  3*0 

+  5.0 

New  York 

+2.2 

+  27.7 

+23.1 

+  11.6 

+  8.7 

Philadelphia 

+  1.9 

+27.7 

+25.9 

+  8.9 

+  6.8 

Pittsburgh 

+2.3 

+  23.9 

+25.3 

+  9.5 

+  7.9 

East  North  Central: 

Chicago 

+2.9 

+•27.8 

+21+.6 

+  8.2 

+  7.5 

Cincinnati 

+2.U 

+  30.5 

+27 . 5 

+  9*6 

+  7.6 

Cleveland 

+  1.9 

+30.3 

*27.7 

+  Q.7 

+  8.9 

Detroit 

+-1,1;. 

+29.7 

+26.5 

+  7.6 

+  7.9 

West  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

+  2.8 

+26.0 

+26.2 

+  8.9 

+  8.3 

Minneapolis 

+  1.7 

+23.4 

+20.8 

+  6.1 

+  5.3 

St.  Louis 

+  1.9 

+27.9 

+214-.3 

+  8.6 

+  7.6 

South  Atlantic: 

+27.  J+ 

Baltimore 

+  1.8 

+  30.0 

+  8.5 

+  7.1 

Savannah 

+  1.8 

+35-6 

+  32.8 

4rll.U 

+10.3 

Washington,  D.  C. 

+  0.9 

+  26 . 1 

+2I4..I1 

+  8.1+ 

. 

• 

+  6.1 

East  South  Central: 

+  9*6 

Birmingham 

+  3.2 

+  32.2 

+28.1 

♦  9.7 

West  South  Central: 

- 

+  5.4 

Houston 

+ 1  *  / 

+  23.5 

+22.0 

+  7.1 

Mountain: 

.. 

+  7.4 

Denver 

'  V 

+2.6 

+  27.7 

+25.9 

+  8.9 

Pacific : 

Los  Angeles 

+  1.0 

+  25.9 

+23.4 

+  7.1 

+  3.9 

San  Francisco 

+3.2 

+  30.2 

+27.0 

+  9.9 

+  6.9 

Seattle 

+  2.6 

+•29  •  1 

+26.8 

+  6.8 

+  5.5 

These  percent  changes  are  based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by 
wage  earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 


Table  4 


Report  for  July  15 , 1944 

COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Indexes,  3.935-39  -  100.0* 


Region  and  city 


Average0.  Large  Citie 


New  England: 

Boston 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 
New  York 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
East  North  Central: 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Detroit 

West  North  Central: 
Kansas  City 
Minneapolis 
St.  Louis 
.South  Atlantic: 
Baltimore 
Savannah 

•  Washington,  D.  C. 
. East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 
West  South  Central: 
Houston 

•  Mountain: 

Denver 

pacific: 

Los  Angelos 
San  Francisco 
Seattle 


All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Fuel , 

electricity 
arid  ice 

House-  : 
furnish¬ 
ings 

mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

126.1  1 / 

137.4  2/ 

138.2  3/ 

109.8  4/ 

138.5  3/ 

i:  i.8 

122.4 

- - —  — 

131.9 

136.1 

120.0 

132.9 

116.4 

126.5 

126.4 

124.9 

3.26.8 

135.0 
13S.  1 
134.8 
136.7 

135.7 
142.6 

138.8 
154.8 

.  106.9 
113.7 
.  109.0 
112.4 

141.7 
127.3 

137.7 
134.0 

125.1 

124.2 
119.6 
119.0 

126.1 

127.0 

130.3 

127.8 

138.6 

139.2 

144.6 

136.5 

132.1 

137.5 

139.5 
136.4 

105.1 
.  106.0 
.  115.0 
.  112.3 

138.7 

143.3 

138.5 

141.2 

119.4 
122.7 

120.5 
128.0 

124.2 

123.0 

125.5 

132.5 

131.3 

141.9 

134.6 

135.7 

137.7 

110.2 

104.9 

107.2 

126.9 

132.5 

125.7 

124.9 

121.3 

117.3 

128.3 
134.7 

124.3 

143.1 

152.9 

134.9 

143.9 

139.8 

146.7 

108.9 

111.8 

108.8 

145.1 

137.9 

134.6 

120.7 

128.7 

125.7 

130.2 

141.4 

138.5 

105.8 

134.9 

124.4 

124*4  . 

137.0 

135.7 

91.1 

127.7 

122.8 

125'.  9 

140.6 

130.1 

104.1 

143.2 

120.1 

126.5 
3.29.3 

129.5 

138.5 

142.4 

141.9 

137.5 

136.8 

138.2 

92.5 

92.6 
102.4 

132.3 

137.4 
129.2 

125.0 

129.6 

130.6 

* 


These  indexes  are  based  on  changes 
earners  end  lower— salaried  jorkeis 


in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
in  large  cities. 


1/  Rents  surveyed  at  quarterly  dates,  March  la,  Juno  i.j, . 
2/  Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  no. 
3/  Based  on  data  for  21  cities 
i 'J  Based  on  data  for  34  cities 


)  s  • 


September  15,  December  15. 
rest  the  15th  of  the  month. 


•“  7  “ 

Table  5*  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  Combined  l/ 

•  ■  Indexes,  1935-39  -  100 


Commodity  Group 

1944 

1943 

194.2 

1941 

1939 

2/ July  18 

June  13 

July  13 

Sept.  15 

Jan  •  l4 

Aug.  15 

All  foods 

13  7. 1+ 

135.7 

139  c0 

126.6 

97.8 

93.5 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

108.6 

108.4 

107.8 

105*4 

94.9 

93.4 

Meats 

129.3 

129.8 

130.9 

130.6 

101.1 

95.7 

Beef  and  veal 

118.7 

118.8 

12C  .2 

126.0 

109.4 

99.6 

Pork 

112.1 

112.0 

115.3 

124.0 

86.1 

88.0 

Lamb 

135.0 

134  •  8 

136.5 

133.7 

96.7 

98.8 

Chickens 

151.4  • 

154.1 

147.1 

133.7 

97.2 

94*6 

.  Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

197.5 

196.7 

208.3 

168.2 

118.7 

99.6 

Lain/-  products 

133.6  • 

133.5 

133.4 

127.7 

105.1 

93.1 

Eggs 

1U8.9 

129.1 

153.6 

155.2 

97.4 

90.7 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

176.9 

174.0  ■ 

180.5 

129.7 

93.3 

92.4 

Fresh 

188. 3 

134.6 

192.9' 

130.3 

93.4 

92.8 

Canned 

129.0  • 

129.2 

130.5 

123.8 

91.4 

91.6 

Dried 

164.6 

164.1 

159.0 

14-3 .1* 

99.6 

90.3 

Beverages 

124.3 

124.3 

124.5 

123.8 

90,9 

94.9 

Fats  and  oils 

122.9 

123.1 

126.5 

120.7 

80. 3 

84.5 

Sugar  and  sweets 

126.6 

126.5 

126.4 

127.0 

95.3 

95.6 

v 


2/ 


Tho  number  of  cities  included  in  the  index  was  changed  from  51  to  56  in  March 
1943,  with  the  necessary  adjustments  for  maintaining  comparability.  At  tho 
seme  time  tho  number  of  foods  in  the  index  was  increased  from  54  to 
Preliminary. 


ill 

61. 


Table  5-A,  Percent  Change 


.  Commodity  Group 

Juno  13 

1944  to 

July  18 

1944 

July  13 

194-3  to 

J  uly  18 

1944 

Sept.  15 
1942  to 
July . 18 

1944  • 

Jan •  l4 

1941  to 

July  18 

1944 

Aug.  15 

1939  to 

July  18 

19144 

All  foods 

+■  1.3 

-1.2  . 

+  8.5 

+  40.5 

+  47  •  8 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

+  .2 

+  .7 

+  3*0 

+  l4.4 

+  16,3 

Meats 

1 

-  .4 

-1.2' 

-  1.0 

+  27.9 

+  35.1 

Beef  and  veal 

-  .1 

-1.2 

-  5.8 

+  .  8.5 

+  19.2 

Fork 

+  .1 

-2.8 

-  9.6 

+  30.2 

+  27.4 

Lamb 

.  +  .1 

-1.1 

+  1.0 

+  36.8 

+  36.6 

Chickens 

-  1.8 

+2,9 

+13.2 

+  55.8 

+  60.0 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

+  *4 

-5*2 

+  17  .4 

+  66.4 

+  98.3 

Dairy  products 

+  .1 

+  .1 

+  4*6 

+  27.1 

+  43-5 

Eggs 

+15.3 

-3.1 

-  4.1 

+  52.9 

+  64 .2 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

+  1.7 

-2.0 

+36.4 

+  89.6 

+  91.5 

Fresh 

+  2.0 

-2.4 

+44.5 

+101.6 

+102.9 

Canned 

-  .2 

-1.1 

+  4*2 

+  41.1 

+  40.8 

Dried 

+  .3 

4.7.  G 

+14.8 

+  65.3 

+  82.3 

Beverages 

0 

— 

+  .4 

+  36.7 

+  31.0 

Fats  and  oils 

-  .2 

-2.8 

+  1.8 

+  53.1 

+  45*4 

Sugar  and  sweets 

+  .1 

+  .2 

-  .3 

+  32.8 

+  }2.h 

I&ble  6  -  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods 


Percent  Change  -  June  13 »  I9kk 


Region  * 
and 
City 


All 

Foods 


United  States  +1.3 

New  England: 

Boston  •  +1.2 

Bridgeport  +3»1 

Fall  River  +2.9 

Manchester  +3*U 

New  Haven  +2.0 

Portland,  Me.  +3*1 

Providence  +1.6 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo  +  *3 

Newark  •  +1.1 

New  York  +1.0 

Philadelphia  +  .2 
Pittsburgh  +  .7 
Rochester  +1.9 
Scranton  +2.0 

East  North  Central: 
Chicago  +2.I4. 

Cincinnati  +  .6 
Cleveland  +2.3 
Columbus, Ohio  +1.7 
Detroit  +2.6 

Indianapolis  +1*5 
Milwaukee  +1.U 

Peoria  +1.6 

Springfield,  111+2.3 

West  North  Central: 


Cereals 

and 
Bakery 

+0.2 


+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


.3 

.2 

.1 

.1 

.2 

.2 

.2 


+  .2 

0 

+  .2 

-  .2 

0 

+  .1 
+  .1 


+  1.9 
+ 

+  .1 

+  .1 

+  .1 

+  .3 

-  .2 

-  .2 

+  .3 


Cedar  Rapids 

+2.3 

- 

.2  :  0 

Kansas  City 

+  1.5 

- 

.2  :  -  .Ij- 

Minneapolis 

+1.8 

:  + 

.1  ;  —  • l 

Omaha 

-  .5 

:  + 

% 

.2  :  -  .2 

St.’  Louis 

+2.3 

% 

» 

0  :  -  .2 

St.-  Paul 

+1.2 

:  + 

.2  :  -  .7 

Wichita 

+  1.5 

:  + 

% 

.1  :  -  .U 

Meats 


-0.4 


-  .6 

-1,0 

-  .8 

-  .5 

-1.0 

-  .8 

-1.2 


-  .2 

-  .5 

-  .9 

-  .8 

+  .1 

+  *b 
+  .2 


+  .6 

-  .k 

-  .u 

0 

+  .2 

-  .b 

-  .2 

+  .3 

+  .6 


Dairy 

products 

+0  •  1 


-  .2 

0 

+  .1 

-  .2 

0 

•  0 

-  .1 


-  .1 

0 

0 

+  .3 
+  .2 
+  .1 
+  .1 


+  .1 

0 

+  .1 
0 
0 

+  .1 

-  .2 

+  .1 

0 


+  .1 
+  .1 
+  .1 

-  .1 

0 

-  .1 
-  .2 


“Fruits 
Eggs  :  and 
:  Veg, 


:  Bev-  : 
>  , 

; e rages ; 


+23»3;  +  .2 

+18.9:  +10.1 
+25*6:  +  7.8 
+30. 0; +10.6 
+20.8:+  5.5 
+30.9:  +  6.1-4- 
+23.2-.+  3.1 


+10.1:-  .7 
+15.8;*  1.2 
+13.3* +  1*7 
+20.6:-  3.I4. 
+11.7:-  ,  .3 
+22.6*  +  2.5 
+28.6:+  1*5 


+10*3: + 
+20.2:- 
+13.8:+ 
+13*5:+ 
+lU.5:+ 

+17.2;+ 

+  7.2:+ 

+io.9:+ 

+18.7:+ 

* 


y.6 

•6 

5.7 
4.2 
7.1 

2.8 

3.8 

5.6 


+10.0:+ 
+13.7:+ 
+  9.0:+ 
+10. 0j- 
+12.8:+ 

+  7.Uj+ 
+1 3.I4-  :  + 


6.5 

3.2 

5*5 

3.8 

6.1 

b»b 

3.8 


-  .1 

+  .2 
0 
0 

+  .1 
0 

-  .1 


0 

0 

+  .1 
+  .1 
+  .1 

-  .2 

+  .2 


+  .1 
0 

-  .3 

0 

+  .1 
0 

-  .3 

0 

0 


+  .1 
0 
0 
0 
0 

:  +  .1 

:  -  .7 


FaTs  jSugar 

and  :  and 
€ 

Oils  :Sweets 


+15.3: +  1*7  :  0.0  .  —0.2 


0 

-  .2 

-  .b 

+  .3 

+  .1 

—  .2 

+  .2 


0 

.1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

.7 


•  .2 

■1.6 

0 

■1.0 

•  .2 

0 

-  .b 

0 

-  .2 


0 

+  .1 

-  .3 

-  .b 
-1.6 
+  .2 

-  .3 


+0.1 


-  .2 
-  .1 

-  .b 

-  .3 

0 

0 

+  .8 


0 

+  .2 
+  .1 
0 
0 
0 
0 


+1.3 

—  .8 

-  .3 

-  .6 

0 

0 

+  .2 

0 

-  .2 


+  .2 

+  .6- 

-  .1 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Ifcble  6  *  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Lar^o  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods  (Cor.t'd) 


T 


Region 

end 

City 

Percent  Change 

-  June  13 ,  1944  to  July  16,  1944 

All 

Foods 

Cereals 

and 

Bakery 

Meats 

Dairy 
Fro ducts 

Eggs 

Fruits 

and 

Veg. 

Bev¬ 

erages 

Fats 

and 

Oils 

-  - - 

Sugar 

and 

Sweets 

South  Atlantic: 

Atlanta 

+2.1 

-0.2 

+0.8 

-0.5 

+19.5 

+  5*1 

-0.2 

0.0 

0.0 

Baltimore 

+1.3 

+  .2 

-  .6 

+  .2 

+17.7 

+  1.6 

-  .2 

-  .7 

-  .2 

Charleston,  S.-C.+  1.8 

+  .4 

0 

+  .1 

+17.0 

+  4.2 

-  .1 

0 

0 

Jacksonville 

+1.3 

+  .5 

+  .9 

0 

+12.8 

+  .7 

-  .1 

-  3 

0 

Norfolk 

+  .8 

+  .2 

+  .6 

-  .1 

+14.9 

-  .u 

-  .1 

-  .1 

+  .3 

Richmond 

+  .3 

+  .1 

+  .7 

-  .2 

+17.3 

-  [*..8 

-  .4 

-  .6 

+  .2 

Savannah 

+1.8 

+  .2 

+  • 4 

+  .1 

+13.3 

+  5*4 

-  .2 

-  .9 

-  .2 

Washington,  D.C 

-  .3 

—1.1 

+  .2 

+19.3 

-  3.1 

-  .4 

-  .6 

-  .2 

Wins  ton-Sal em 

+  .7 

+  .1 

0 

+  .1 

+16.6 

-  1.1 

0 

0 

0 

Fast  South  Central: 

Birmingham 

+1.1 

-  .4 

-  .u 

-  .1 

+16.5 

-  *2 

0 

0 

0 

Jackson 

-  .6 

0 

-  .8 

0 

+15.1 

-  3.7 

-  .2 

-2.0 

0 

Knoxville 

+2.1 

-  .2 

-  .1 

-  .1 

+  8.5 

+  7-2 

0 

0 

+  .5 

Louisville 

+  *4 

-  *3 

0 

0 

+17.5 

-  2.7 

0 

+  .2 

0 

Memphis 

+1.0 

+1.1*. 

-1.3 

+  .1 

+  6.6 

+  2.1 

-  .5 

-  .1 

-  .1 

'  Mobile 

+1.6 

+  .6 

-  .1 

0 

+16.9 

+  4.5 

+  .2 

•  -L 

0 

West  South  Central: 

Balias 

+1.1 

-  .3 

+  .2 

0 

+16.6 

+  1.9 

0 

-  .3 

-1.1 

Houston 

+1.5 

-  .1 

+  .1 

0 

+11.1 

+  3.8 

+  .4 

-  .1 

0 

Little  Rock 

+1.5 

0 

-  .5 

0 

+1U.6 

+  3.9 

0 

-  .1 

0 

New  Orleans 

+1.8 

+  .1 

-  .6 

+  .1 

+  9.9 

+  62 

-  .3 

-  *4 

-  .4 

mountain: 

Butte 

+1.5 

0 

*•2.1*. 

0 

+  6.6 

+  6.3 

0 

0 

0 

Denver 

+2.3 

0 

-  .3 

0 

+11.  4 

+  6.1. 

-  .3 

-  .2 

-  .4 

Salt  Lake  City+1,1 

+  .2 

"  .1 

+  .1 

+12.0 

+  1.8 

+  .1 

-  .5 

-1.6 

pacific  : 

Los  Angeles 

-  .5 

-  .1 

-1.0 

-  .1 

+15.7 

-  4.1 

—  .2 

-  .2 

+  »4 

Portland,  Orog, 

+1.2 

0 

-  .5 

0 

+23.1 

-  .2 

+  .4 

-  .1 

0 

- 

San  Francisco 

-  .1 

-  .h 

-  .3 

0. 

+15.5 

-  3.9 

+  .6 

0 

0 

,  Seattle 

+1.1 

+  .6 

-  .6 

+  .1 

+  2.6 

+  4.1 

-  .2 

-  .1 

0 
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Table  7  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined 


Commodity 

Average 

prices 

July  18 

1944 

July  18 

1944 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS: 

Cents 

Cereals : 

64.8 

4  5.5 

Flour,  wheat 

10 

lb. 

-0.2 

Macaroni 

lb. 

15.7 

0 

4  .6 

♦YJheat  cereal 

28 

0  2., 

23.0 

-  .9 

-  1.7 

Corn  flakes 

8 

OZ  . 

6 .6 

4-1.5 

0 

Corn  meal 

lb. 

A  x 

4I.6 

4  10. 5 

*Rice 

tt 

12,6 

-  .8 

4  1.6 

Rolled  oats 

ft 

9*8 

44.3 

4  14.0 

♦Flour,  pancake 

‘  20 

OZ. 

12.1 

0 

415.2 

Bakery  products: 

Bread,  white 

lb. 

8.8 

0 

-  1.1 

Bread,  whole  wheat 

»t 

9.7 

•  0 

-  1.0 

Bread,  rye 

tt 

9.9 

0  . 

-  2.0 

Vanilla  cookies 

tt 

28.4 

-1.0 

-  .4 

Soda  crackers 

. 

tt 

18.9 

0 

4  5.0 

MEATS : 

Beef: 

Round  steak 

lb. 

41.6 

0 

-  1.7 

Rib  roast 

tt 

33.4 

-  .9 

-  2.1 

Chuck  roast 

tt 

28.8 

-  .3 

4  1.0 

♦Stew  meat 

»t 

31.3 

-  .6 

0 

Liver 

tt 

37.3 

-  0 

4  1,4 

Hamburger 

Veal : 

tt 

27.9 

-  .U/ 

'  -  2.8 

' Cutlets 

tt 

45.1 

0 

•*  -  2.6 

♦Roast,  boned  and  rolled 
Pork: 

tt 

35.0 

0 

- 1.4 

Chops 

tt 

37.3 

0 

-  2.6 

Bacon,  sliced 

tt 

41.1 

-  .2 

-  3.7 

Ham,  sliced 

tt 

50.9 

■  -  .4 

*  -  U.3 

Ham,  whole 

tt 

35  *5 

-  .3 

-  2.2 

Salt  pork 

tt 

22,2 

-  .9 

-  3.9 

♦Liver 

tt 

22*0 

0 

-  2.7 

♦Sausage 

• 

t» 

38.0 

-  .5 

-  1.3 

.  ♦Bologna,  big 

Lamb  : 

it 

•  34.1 

/-  -3 

■  -  1.4 

Leg 

tt 

40,1 

0 

-  1.0 

Rib  chops 

tt 

b5  .4 

4  .2 

-  2.4 

NOTE:  Data  are  based 

on  51 

cities  comb: 

ined  prior 

to  191+3 

July  18 

1944 


Percent  Change 


June  13 

19 i|4  to 


July  13 
19U3  to 


Sept,  15 

1942  to 
July  18 

19 


+19.3 

+11.3 

-  k-2 

+26.0 

4  2  »4 

4-12,6 

1/ 

4  1.1 
4  2.1 

4  2*  1 

4  5.2 

413.9 


-  5.9 
“  3.7 

-  4.0 

4 

1/  ; 

V 

-13.5  ■ 
*  .5  - 

-llj.,6 

-  7.3 

-  67 

'  v  • 

4  5.8 

-  3.6 


Jan. 14 

1941  to 
July  18 
19^-pU 


Aug.  15 

1939  to 
July  IS 

1914 


+56.5 

413.8 

-  2.1 

-  7.0 

430  •  0 
462.O 
438.0 
1/ 

412. 8 
411.5 
4 10.0 

413.1 

426.0 


4  7*8 

4  6.0 

4 14. 3 

I 

-  .2 

1/ 

428.2 

436.5 
412.9 
+  35.5 
4  32.9 

§. 

y 

4i-|4  •  2 

+29.7 


481.0 

4 12.1 

-  5.0 

-  5.7 

457.3 

470.7 

438.0 

1/ 

412. 8 

4 10. 2 

4  7.6 

2/ 

+27.7 


4  14.3 

4 15. 6 

428.0 

% 

y 

4  6.1 

1/ 

420.7 

+  35.2 
4  9.7 
429.6 
4I4I4..2 
1/ 
y 

y 

+1+5.3 

+23.7 


from  January  1943  to  date. 

♦  Not  included  in  the  index, 

l/  Priced  for  first  time  in  February  19^3* 

~d/  Not  available. 


to  1943  and  on  56  cities  combined 


Table  7 
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Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont’d) 


Commodity 


MEATS :  ( C ont inued ) 
poultry: 

Roasting  chickens  2./  lb* 
Fish ; 

Fish  (fresh, frozen)  2/  lb. 
.Salmon,  pink  l6~ oz.  can 

★Salmon,  red  '  " 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

Butter  lb* 

Cheese  *  M 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered )  qt. 
Milk,  fresh  (grocery)  n 

M  i  lie ,  g  vapor  at  od  '  lltfg  o  z .  c  an 

EGGS : 

Eggs,  fresh  ?./  doz* 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES : 


Fr e s h  f r u its  and  ve  ge t ab le  s : 
Fresh  fruits: 

Apples 

lb. 

Bon  arias 

tt 

Oranges 

doz. 

★Grapefruit 

each 

Fr  e  sh  ve  ge  t  ab  le  s  : 

Beans,  green 

lb. 

Cabbage 

n 

Carrots 

bunch 

Lettuce 

head 

Onions 

lb. 

Potatoes 

15  lb. 

Spinach 

lb . 

Sweetpotatoes 

★Beets 

bunch 

Canned  fruits  and  vegetables: 

Canned  fruits: 

Peaches 

$ 2g  c  an 

Pineapple 

u 

Grapefruit  juice 

2  can 

Per  cent  Change 


July  18 

June  13 

July  13 

Sept.  15 

Jan.  14 

Aug.  15 

1914 

1944.  to 

1943  to 

1942  to 

1941  to 

1939  to 

Aver age 

July  18 

July  13 

July  18 

July  18 

July  18 

Prices 

19'iik 

1944 

1944 

1944 

1944 

Cents 

45.1 

-  1.8 

*  2.9 

413.2 

+55.6 

46O.O 

1/ 

+  *5 

-  6.2 

4-18.9 

4-69 . 6 

4 100 . 1 

23-7 

0 

-  .3 

+  8.7 

+51.0 

465.2 

41.9 

-  .9 

4-  1«9 

+  3.2 

4-36.7 

481.4 

50.0 

♦  .2 

-  .8 

*  1.2 

t 

4-31.6 

462.9 

36.1 

♦  .3 

-  5.2 

4-  5*2 

+33.7 

*46  •  2 

1G.6 

0 

4  ,6 

4  4.o 

+  20.0 

+  30.0 

14.5 

0 

+  .7 

*  7.4 

*21.8 

4dl.8 

10.0 

0 

-  1.0 

412.4 

+40 .  s 

+49.3 

52.7 

+15.3 

-  3.1 

-  4.1 

+  52.9 

464.2 

Id. 6 

+12.4 

0 

4-119.4 

4 161. 5 

4209 . 1 

11-.2 

“  *S' 

-  5.9 

+  8.7 

+69.7 

483.6 

50.8 

♦  5.4 

4-  5.8 

4-29.9 

486  0  1 

461.3 

10.1 

4  9.S 

.  4-  1.0 

+  7.4 

3/ 

3/ 

13-4 

-19.3 

-16.8 

+15.3 

-  4.3 

4  86.1 

u.8 

-11.1 

-26.2 

4-23.1 

+41.2 

+23.1 

8.6 

4  1.2 

4-  3.6 

4-  clL j.  *  6 

4/4-3  •  3 

487.O 

10.2 

-11.3 

-£4.4 

-16.4 

421  »4 

421.4 

n  0 

•  — 

★10.8 

-18.2 

4-60.0 

4100.0 

4100.0 

79.5 

+  1.0 

4-11.2 

4-64.6 

4172.3 

+131.1 

10.3 

4  6.2 

-29.0 

-  3.7 

441 . 1 

+  32.1 

13. -5 

4.  6.3 

-21.5 

4-110.9 

4170.0 

4lu5^5 

7.5 

-29.9 

-11.8 

1/ 

4/ 

Q7  <7 

-  {  0  \ 

+  .7 

4-  3 . 0 

4-15.4 

467.9 

462.0 

27.3 

-  .7 

-  2.5 

-  3.5 

+  30.6 

430.0 

14-4 

0 

+  .7 

4-16.1 

3/ 

3/ 

NOTE:  Data  are  based  on  51  cities 
from  January  1943  to  date. 


comb inod  prior  to  1943  and  on  56  cities  combined 


Net  included  in  the  index. 

Composite  price  not  computed. 

Percentage  change  computed  on  the  index. 
Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  3.941* 
Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1943 • 
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Table  7  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont'd) 


Commodity 


July  13 
1944 
Aver  age 
Prices 


FELT  ITS  AND  VEGETABLES:  (Cont'd) 
Canned  vegetables: 

Beans,  green  -$2  can 

Corn  M 

Peas  ” 

Tomatoes  " 

*Soup,  vegetable  11  o*.  can 
Dried  fruits  and  vegetables: 
Dried  fruits: 

prunes  lb<. 

Dried  vegetables: 

Navy  beans  lb, 

*Soup,  dehydrated, 

chicken  noodle  oz, 

BEVERAGES : 

Coffee  lb. 

Tea 
♦Cocoa 


FATS  AND 


OILS: 


o 

Lard 

Shortening  other  than 
In  cartons 
In  other  containers 
Salad  dressing 
Oleomar gar ine 
peanut  butter 
♦Oil,  cooking  or  salad 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS : 

Sugar 

Corn  sirup 
♦Molasses 
♦Appl©  butter 


pt, 


Cents 


30.0 

23.9 

10*2 


13.6 


20a2 

24*7 

25*6 

24.2 

28.1+ 

30.6 


Percent  Change 


rune  13 

944  to 
ruly  13 

1944 

July  13 

1943  to 
July  18 

l9bk 

Sept,  l3 

1942  to 
July  18 

1944 

Jan.  14 

1941  to 

July  18 

1944 

Aug.  1^ 

1939  tn 

July  It 

1944 

♦  .8 

-10.3 

-  4.4 

+31.0 

+31.0 

0 

4+  2.9 

+  8.3 

4"3t-|.  a  6 

+38.5 

0 

-12.1 

-10.3 

-  .8 

-  3.7 

0 

-  5.6 

+  2.6 

+1*1.7 

4+38.4 

0 

+  2.3 

V 

1/ 

1/ 

0 

+  2.1* 

+  15.5 

+  78.1 

+9i*-3 

0 

4+  7.0 

4-17.6 

4-64.6 

+61*. 5 

0 

0 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

0 

0 

*  U.5 

+44*9 

+  34*5 

0 

4-  9.1 

4-  6.7 

+35.8 

4+39.0 

0 

4-13.3 

0 

4-12.1 

4+13.6 

-  .5 

-  2.1 

'  +  7.5 

4-100.0 

+87 .9 

0 

♦  1,5 

+  3.6 

♦78*8 

4+72.6 

0 

-  *4 

4-  1.2 

+35.0 

4-22.3 

0 

4+  1.6 

4+  1,6 

+27.1* 

2/ 

+  .4 

4-  2.1 

4-  8 .0 

+55.1 

+1*5.7 

0 

-D4.2 

+  2.2 

+58.7 

+58.7 

+1.7 

+  1.0 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

0 

0 

-  l.i* 

+33.3 

4+30.8 

0 

Jr  .6 

Jr  4*6 

+16.2 

+  13.3 

4-  .6 

4-  .6 

+  6.0 

+17.9 

4+16.2 

-3.3 

-  2.3 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

NOTE:  Data  are  based  on  31  cities  combined  prior  to  1943  &n8  on  56  cities  combined 
from  January  1943  to  date. 

♦  Not  included  in  the  index. 

l/  priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1S43. 

1 1/  Not  ava i 1 ab le . 
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Rotail  Food  Costs  in  Lor go  Cities  l/ 

Toblc  8  -  Indexes  end  Percent  Chongo  from  January  191+1 
end  Other  Specified  Periods 


Indexes,  1935-39=100  :  Percent  Chen. 

...  •  18'  June  13;  July  13 :  Sept .  15 :  .Jan .  II4  •'  Juno  13  :.JuIy  17> :  ScctT 

Rogien  end  City  ;  19++  |  194,  j  1 9k3  :  191.2  j  19+1 j  19kh :  19+3 j S 


15*  Jan.ll+ 

i  1941 

•  to  ;  to  to  ;  to 

j  July  18;  July  18: July  18 1 July  18 


- —  -  ^  ^  >  » 

Uni tcd  States  : 237.14.  :  135.7  J  139.0  : 126.6 


19U.  ;  194+ 


New  England* 
Boston- 

•  Bridgeport 
.  Fall  River 

•  Blanches  tor 
New  Haven 


1 131.9  :  130,1+  : 132.5 
•135.5  131.I+  ;  139.1 
: 132.9  :  129.2  : 135.6 
■135.3  ;  130.9  : 136.6 
:  135.3  ■'  132.6  : 138.2 
■Itortland,  Mein e|  135.1  |  131.1  : 256.1 
Provi donee  :135.5  ;  l33.lt  :  135.8 


Middle  At  lan ti c : : 
Buffalo 
•Newark 
■Now  York 
•Philadelphia 
•Pittsburgh 
Rochester 
Scranton 


•135.0  ;  13+.6  :  1J4O.5 
i  139.2  :  137.7  : 11+1.2 
:  138.1  :  136.8  ; li+o.5 
:l3lt.8  ;  131+.5  ;  135.8 
; 136.7  :  135.8  : 138.9 
•133.8':  131.3  : 13U.8 
•138.6:  135.9  : 139.6 


East  North  Central: 

Chicago  i 138.6 

Cincinnati  ’139*2 
Cleveland 

Columbus,  OHo  j  129*2 
Detroit  ’  ; 136*3 

Indianapolis  ;13l+.6 
Milwaukee*  *137.1+ 
Peoria  .’11+0.1+' 

Sprin  gf  i  c  Id  ,HI  •  i  11+1+ .  2  : 


135.U 
138.  1+ 
11+1.3 
127*1 
133.0 
132.6 
135.5 
138.2 
ll+Q.9 


: 137.1 
: 137.9 
•11+5.0 
: 130.8 
: 138.8 
: 137.0 

i 136.2 
f  11+3.2 
:  11+1+ .2 


West  North  Central  a 

Cedar  Rapids  l+/:ll+0 *5 
Kansas  City  : 132.5 
Minneapolis 
Onaha 
St.  Louis 
St.  Paul 
Wichita  1+/ 


: 131.3 
i  130.1+ 
:  11+1.9 
*129.6 
:  H+8.1+ 


137.3 

130.5 

129.0 

131.1 
138.7 

128.1 
1  I  ,/+  o 


:  139.6 
132.0 
.*  131.3 
:  133.3 
:  11+1.6 
:  131.2 


•126.6  97.8 

•  I 

*  * 

* 

■:  +  1.3  -•-  1.2 

. 

». 

:  +  8.3 

»  « 

*  % 

. 

:  l2ft.lt  •  95.2 

. 

» 

» 

1.2  .5 

1 

» 

:  +  6.0 

i  127.1  j  96.5 

+  3.1  2.6 

:  +  6.6 

•125.7  :  97.5 

+  2.9  2.0 

:  +  5*7 

:  126.8  :•  96.6 

+  3.1+  l.o 

:  +  6.7 

:  126.2  :■  95.7 

+  2.0  2.1 

+  7.2 

•  125.8  :  95.3 

+•  3*1  .7 

+  7.1+ 

:  126.3  :  96.3 

1 

• 

♦  • 

+  1.6  .2 

. 

» 

+  7.3 

% 

\  M  .  » 

:  127.6  • 100.2 

•  * 

+  .3  3.9 

+  5.8 

:  128.0  i  -98.8 

1.1  It 

+  8.8 

:  125.2  :  99.5 

+  1.0  1.7 

+10.3 

:  123.9  :  -95.0 

.2  .7 

+  8.8 

:  125.9  :  98.0 

+  .7  *•-  1.6 

+  8,6 

:  125.2  :  99.9 

1.9  .7 

+  6.9 

•  125.6  ;  97.5 

•  » 

+.2.0  •-.  .7 

+10.1+ 

19 1+1+ 


121+ .9 
126.9 
127.3 
119.6 
121+.7 

127.1 
121.0 
130.7 

130.2 


121.2 

120.7 
123.3 
123.2 

126.7 

120.8 


98.2 

96.5 

99.2 
93.1+ 
97.0 

98.2 
95.9 
99.0 
96.2 


95.9  : 
92.1+  : 
99.0  ; 

97.9 : 

99.2  : 

98.6  ; 


'2.1+ 
’  .6 
2.3 

H 

2.6 

1.5 

1.1+ 

1.6 

2.3 


2.3 

1.5 

1.8 

.5 

2.3 

1.2 


+ 

+ 


+ 

+ 


1.1 

.9 

v  .3 

1.2 

1.7 

1.8 

♦9 

2.0 

0 


.6 

.1+ 

0 

2.2 

.2 

1.2 
1.2 


+11.0 
+  9.7 
+13.6 
+  8*0 
+  9.5 
:  +  5.9 
:  +13.6 

:  +  7.4 

+10.8 


+15.9 
+  9*8 

+  6.5 

+  5.8 

+  12.0 

+  7.3 

+12.1+ 


:  +1+0.5 


:  +38.6 
;  +1+0.1+ 
j  +36.3 
:  +I+0.1 
:  +1+1.1+ 
:  +1+1.8 
:  +I+0.7 


;  +3l+.7 
:  +I+0.9 
+38.8 
:  +1+1.9 

:  +39.5 

:  +33.9 

:  +I+2.2 


:  *1+1*1 
:  +1+1+ *2 
i  +1+5.8 
:  +38.3 
:  +14-0.7 
:  +37.1 
;  +1+3*3 
■:  +1+1.8 
:  +1+9.9 

s 

. 

:  +1+6.5 
:  +1+3.1+ 

:  +32.6 

:•  +33.2 

•  +1+3 . 0 
:  +31.1+ 
+52.7 


-  12+  - 

Retail  Food  Costs  in  Largo  Cities  l/  (Cont'd) 

Table  8  -  Indexes  and  Percent  Change  from  January  I9I+I 
and  other  Specified  Period 


Region  and  City 


Indexes  1935-39"=  100 

July  18,  June  13; July  i3.  Scpt.i5’ 

1944  ■:  1944  :  1943  :  1942  : 

2/  ;  ;  :  ; 


Percent  Change 


South  Atlantic: 

Atlanta. 

Baltimore 
Charleston,  S.C. 
Jacksonville' 

Norfolk  3/  • 

Richmond”- 
Savannah 

Washington,  D.C. 
Winston-Salem:  1+/ 

East  South  Central: 

Bi  rmingham 
Jackson  1+/ 

Knoxville”  1+/ 

Loui  svi  lle*- 
Memphi  s 
Mobile 

West  South  Central 

Dallas  *'  :  132.3 

Houston  : 137.0 

Little  Ro-ck  •  :  135.8 

New  Orleans  ;  11+9.6' 
Mountain:  .  :  \ 

Butte  -  :  I3I4.8  j 

Denver  .  II4O.6 : 

Salt  Lake  City  ■  II41 . 1  - 
Pacific:-  •  :  ; 

Los  Angeles  : 138*5* 
Portland,  Oreg.  *ll+6/2: 
San  Francisco  j  11+2.1+ * 
Seattle  :  II4I  -,9  : 


Jnn.ll+I  June  13: July  13 •  Scpt.15*  Jan.ll+ 

191+1  :  1 944  :  1943  i  1942  :  1941 

•  to  ■  to  *  to  ;  to 

:  July  18: July  iq;  July  18:  Julyl8 

1944  :  1944  :  I9ij4  :  1944 


138.1 

143.1 

133.0 

144.8 

143.2 
134.4 

152.9 

134.9 
136.0 


141.4 

138.5 

157.3 

133.4 
146.1 

44.4 


•135.2 

; 141.2 
130.6 

142.9 

142.0 

134.0 

150.2 

135.3 
135.1 


139.8 
139.3 

154.1 

132.9 
144.7 

142.1 


130.8 
135.0 

133.8 

146.9 


;  141.5 

:i46.3 

136.4 

152.5 

150.4 
136.9 
153.0 
140.1 

136.5 


140.9 

148.1 

155.8 

134.9 
147.7 
148.6 


135.5 

137.4 

135.2 

153.8 


132.8  ; 130.6 

137.5  ; 138.4 

139.5  ; 142.2 

t 

139 * 2  *  1I42.I1. 
11+4*1+  : 1U5 - 7 
Il.j2.i5  ’  ll+o.o 

IMOM  ill+Q.9 


125.9 
:  131.2 
:  126.6 
:  134. 2 
: 131.9 
:  126.2 
•133.3 
:  128.1 
: 119.8 


:  125.3 
:  ll+l.o 
:  13^.2 
:  12I+.2 
:  129.7 
:  133.9 


123.7 
130*8 
129.2 

135.9 

122+.6 

126.8 
130.1 

137.9 
11+1.2 
133.5 
137*3 


j  94.3 

+  2*1 

i  •  L  *  — —  “ 

‘  » 

2.4  :  +  9.7 

:  +1+6.1+ 

:  97.9 

+  1.3 

-  2.2  :  +  9.1 

;  +1+6.2 

:  95.9 

+  1.8 

-2.5  i+5.1 

: +38.7 

:  98.8 

+  1.3 

5.o  :  +  7.9 

*  +1+6.6 

:  95.0 

+  .8 

-  ij-.S  :  +  8.6 

■ +49.5 

:  93.7 

+  .3 

-  1.8  :  +  6.5 

:  +43 .4 

: 100.5 

+  1.8 

-  .1  :  +1I+.7 

:  +52.1 

•  97.7 

-  .3 

3.7  ••  +  5.3 

J  +30*1 

:  93.7 

■ 

• 

’+  .7 

.4  1+13.5 

: +45.1 

:  96,0 

+  1.1 

+  .1+  *  +12.8 

:  +47.3 

:  105.3 

-  .6 

6.5  ;-  1.8 

i+31*5 

:  97.1 

+  2.1 

1.0  ; +17.2 

;  +62.0 

95.5 

+  .1+ 

-l.l  :  +  7.4 

*+39.7 

94.2 

+  1.0 

-  1.1  ;  +12.6 

:  +55.1 

97*9 

+  1.6 

2.8  :  +  7.8 

; +47.5 

1 

92.6 

+  l.l 

2  .1+  :  +  7»o 

•  +42.9 

102.6 

+  1.5 

•3  :  +  4*7 

:  +33 .5 

95.6 

+  1.5 

.1).  ;  +  5.1 

:  +42.1 

101.9 

+  1.0 

2.7  :  +10.1 

:  +1+6.0 

90.7 

+  1.5 

-  2*7  ;  +  0.2 

:  +36.6 

94.8 

2.3  ■ 

+  1.6  :  +10.9 

:  +I+0.3 

97.5  : 

i 

> 

+  1,1  : 

t.  « 

-  .8  :  +  8.5 

i+44.7 

101.8  | 

-  .5  j 

-2.7  j  +  .4 

;  +36.1 

101.7  : 

+  1.2  : 

+  .3  :  +  3.5 

:  +43.8 

99.6  : 

-  .1  : 

+  1.7  :  +  6.7 

:  +1+3.0 

101.0  ; 

+  1.1 

* 

+  .7  •  +  3.4 

;  +1+0*5 

March  191+3)  in  each  city.  Weighted 

x  ^  ~  j-i-uiLL ui  uaiaura  ana  lowcr-suianca 

workers,  have  been  combined  for  the 'United  States  with  the  use  of  population 

weights.  Primary  use  is  for ' time-to-time  comparisons  rather  than  placo-to-place 
comparisons. 

2/  Preliminary. 

3/  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News, 
l +/  June  191+0  equals  100. 


THE  LIBRA, '.Y  OF  THE 


For  in  PM  papers 

September  22,  1944 


OU  1  1944 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  0Fg^|0|nv  cf  )U.tNOIS 
Bureau  oi  Labor  Statistics 
W a  sh  i n  gt  on  2  5 ,  D .  C  . 


COST  OF  LIVING  AND  RETAIL  COSTS  OF  FOOD'  -  AUGUST  1944 


The  BBS  index  indicates  average  changes  in  retail  prices  of  selected 
goods,  rents  and  services  bought  by  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower- 
salaried  workers  in  large  cities.  The  items  covered  represented  70 
percent  of  the  expenditures  of  families  who  had  incomes  ranging  iron 
$1150  to  $2000  in  1934-36. 

The  index  does  not  show  the  full  wartime  effect  on  the  cost  cf  living 
of  such  factors  as  lowered  quality,  disappearance  of  low-priced  goods 
and  forced  changes  in  housing  and  eating  away  from  home. 

It  does  not  measure  changes  in  total  "living  costs"  —  that  is,  in 
the  total  amount,  families  spend  for  living.  Income  taxes  and  bond 
subscriptions  are  not  included. 


Higher  prices  for  clothing  and  seasonally  higher  prices  for  eggs  were  chiefly 
responsible  for  the  0.2  percent  increase  in  average  retail  prices  of  living  essen¬ 
tials  between  mid-July  and  mid-August,  Secretary  of  Labor  Perkins  reported  today. 

"During  the  five  years  of  the  war  in  Europe,  prices  of  goods  important  in 
the  purchases  of  moderate-income  families  have  increased  28  percent,  contrasted  to 
the  73  percent  rise  in  the  corresponding  period  in  1914-19?"  she  said.  About  one- 
tenth  of  the  advance  during  the  present,  war  has  occurred  in  the  year  ending 
August  15,  1944* 

✓ 

"During  the  month  ending  in  mid-August,  average  prices  of  all  major  groups  of 
foods  except  eggs  either  decreased  or  remained  unchanged,  but  the  7  percent 
seasonal  advance  in  egg  prices  more  than  offset  these  other  declines  in  the  cost 
of  foods.  In  the  56  cities  surveyed  in  August,  egg  prices  ranged  from  35  cents  to 
69  cents,  and  on  the  average  showed  an  advance  of  about  4  cents  over  July  prices. 

"Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  showed  the  greatest  decrease  over  the  month. 
Seasonal  declines  of  19  percent  in  the  price  of  apples,  approximately  10  percent 
for  onions,  and  9  percent  for  sweet  potatoes  were  not  offset  by  increases  for 
green  beans,  cabbage,  spinach,  carrots,  lettuce,  and  white  potatoes.  With  the 
exception  of  eggs  and  fruits  and  vegetables,  all  other  food  groups  included  in  the 
index  showed  only  minor  changes.  Declines  in  beef  and  pork  prices,  unusual  at  this 
time  of  year,  together  with  a  one  percent  decrease  in  prices  of  roasting  chickens, 
resulted  in  a  slight  drop  for  meats  •  and  fish  as  a  group. 

"Changes-  in  food  prices  between  mid-July  and  mid-August  showed  considerable 
variation  between  cities,  ranging  from  a  decrease  of  2.5  percent  to  an  advance  of 
3.2  percent.  In  the  South  Atlantic  and  East  and  West  South  Central  cities,  food 


prices  generally  advanced,  due  to  large  seasonal  increases  in  prices  of  eggs. and 
fruits  and  vegetables,  while  decreases  were  reported  in  all  cities  surveyed  m  the 
West  h or th  Central  and  Mountain  regions. 

"higher  prices  for  women1 s  winter  clotja  coats  were  chief ly  accountable  for  the 
0.7  oercent  rise  in  clothing  costs  between  mid-July  and  mid-August.  The. increase 
in  the  federal  excise  tax  on  furs,  which  became  effective  during  the  spring,. con 
tributod  to  the  advance  for  fur-trimmed  coats,  and  disappearance^  of  lowei-puce  ^ 
lines,  especially  of  un trimmed  sport  coats,  was  also  a  factor.  Retailers  generally 
reported  that  the  quality  of  woolen  fabrics  in  this  year's  coats  is. better  than 
last  year.  Small  increases  for  some  other  clothing  resulted  primarily  irorn  un 
availability  of  the  lower-priced  lines. 


Table  1 


Report  for  August  15,  1944 


Date 
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COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 
Indexes  1935-1939  s  100,0* 


All 

items 


!  Food  ' Clothing j  Rent 


1939:  August  15  ?  98,6 

1941:  January  15  I  100,0 

1942:  May  15  )  U6.0 

September  15  \  117,8 

1943:  August  15  -  123,4 

1944:  July  15  f  126,1 

August  15  1  126.3 


93.5 

97.3 

121.6 

126.6 

137,2 

137,4 

137.7 


100.3 
100.7 
126,2 

125.3 
129.6 
133.2 
139.1 


Fuel,  :  House- 
j  electricity  j  furnish- 
and  ice  •;  ings 


104.3  ! 
105.0  I 
109.9  ! 
103.0  i 
103,0  } 

Hi  I 


97.5 

100.8 

104.9 

106.2 

107.6 

109.8 

109.8 


100.6 

100,1 

122.2 

123.6 
125.9 
133.5 

138.7 


Mis- 

cella- 

neous 


100.4 

101.9 

110.9 

111.4 

116.5 

121.3 

122.0 


Table  la 


PERCENT  OF  CHANGE 


Date 


f  Fuel,  |  House- 

All  I  Food  Clothing  ■  Rent  2/ : electricity  |  furnish- 
ifomo  v  =  and  ice  ;  mgs 


Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 


July  15,  1944  to 
August  15,  1944 

!  +  0.2 

+  0.2  l 

+  0.7 

i  n  j 

0 

i  +0,1  ;  +0,2 

August  15,  1943  to 
August  15,  1944 

•  +  2,4 

l +  0.4  j 

+  7.3 

1  +  0.1  1 

+  2.0 

\  +10,2  +  4.7 

Sept.  15,  1942  to 
August  15,  1944 

J  +  7.2 

§  +  3,3 

+  10.6 

5  +  0.1  f 

+  3.4 

+12.2  +9.5 

May  15,  1942  to 
August  15,  1944 

?  +  8.9 

+  13.2 

+  10.2 

;  -  1.6  i 

+  4*7 

j  +13.5  ?  +10.0 

Jan.  15,  1941  to 
August  15,  1944 

i  +25.3 

1+40.3  i 

+  33.1 

;  +  3.0  } 

+  3.9 

|  +33.6  I  +19.7 

August  15,  1939  to 
August  15,  1944 

4  +28.1 

5+  47.3  ; 

+  33.7 

:  +  3.6 

+  12.6 

5  +37.9  J  +21.5 

*  These  indexes  are  based  on  changes  in _ the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage  earners 

and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities.  is 

1/  Rents  surveyed  at  quarterly  dates  March  15,  June  15,  September  lu, 

2/  Changes  through  June  15,  1944. 


“—a*  i  - 
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^  "  4  •  Report  for  August  15,  1944 

COST  OF  LIVING  IN  URGE  CITIES 

Percent  Change  Between  July  15,  1944  &nd  August  15,  1944  by  Groups* 


| 

- 1 

Fuel, 

;  House- 

;  Mis- 

Region  and  city 

J  All 

Food 

Clothing ; elec  tricity  furnish- 

cel la- 

§  items  l 

and  ice 

;  ings 

-=  neous 

Average:  Large  Cities;  +0.2 

'jj  +0-2 

4 

+0.7  3/ ,  0  k/ 

j  +0-!  A 

j  +0.2  3/ 

New  England: 

f. 

: 

*  ( 

Boston 

'  l  +0.3 

■  +0.2 

+1.0  f  0 

\  +0.6 

r  +0*4 

Middle  Atlantic: 

: 

Buffalo 

|  -0.2 

i  -0.7 

+  0 .  iq.  0 

0 

1  0 

New  York 

^  +0.6 

+0.6 

+0.8  :  .  +0.1 

^  +0.1 

1  +0.6 

Phil adelphia 

1  +0.5 

:  +1.0 

+0.4  ~  0 

?  +0.2 

1  0 

*  Pittsburgh 

|  +0.8 

:  +1  *5 

+1.2  ,  0 

r  +0.4 

0 

East  North  Central; 

Chicago 

|  -O.I4. 

:  -1.1 

i0.5  .  *  0 

■r  +0.1 

0 

Cincinnati 

1  -0.5 

!  “1*7 

tO. 7  :  +0.1 

r+0.7 

1  +0.4 

Clevela  nd 

1  0 

\  -0.2 

, 

+0.6  1  +0.3 

6+0.1 

!  ■  •  -  0  •••• 

Detroit 

F  -0.4 

?  -1.5 

+1.1  ■  0 

:  -0.1 

?  0 

West  North  Central: 

: 

Kansas  City 

1  -0.2 

i  -1.0 

+1.0  0 

-  +0.2 

0 

Minneapolis 

1  -0.2 

:  -0.6 

+0.1  0 

;  0 

1  +0.2 

St*  Louis 

!  -0.5 

\  -1*3 

+0.4  0 

1  -0.1 

0 

South  Atlantic : 

Baltimore 

f  +0.2 

+  0.3 

+1.0  +0.1 

i  +0.1 

0 

Savannah 

§  +0.6 

.6+1.2 

+0.6  1  +0.2 

0 

1  0 

IVashington,  D.  C. 

+0.5 

i  +1*3 

+0.1  +0.1 

0 

?  +0.1 

East  South  Central; 

•  Birmingham 

i  +1.2 

i  +2.8 

+0.8  ;  +0.2 

1  +1.0 

0 

West  South  Central: 

: 

t  r 

Houston 

!  +0.2 

;  +0.6 

+0.4-  0 

0 

f  +0.1 

Mountain: 

:* 

* 

Denver 

f  -1.0 

f  -2.5 

+0.5  0 

I  +0.1 

1  0 

Pacific : 

V 

I 

•Los"  Angelas 

•* 

F  +0.9 

!  +1.9 

+0.4  \  0 

0 

1  0 

San  Francisco 

f  +0.1 

i  0 

+0.6  i  0 

I+0.3 

1  0 

Seattle 

» 

v>  * 

f  +0,1 

I-0.2 . 

§ 

+0.8  j  +1.1 

1  to.i 

|  0 

*  These  percent  chang 

es  are 

based  on 

indexes  of  the  cost  of 

goods  purchased  bv 

wage  earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 

1/  Rents  surveyed  at  quarterly  dates  -  March.  15,  June  15,  September  15  &  December  15. 
d/  based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  dn  Tuesday  nearest  the  15th  of  the  month, 
3A  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 

v .  ‘ 


4/  Eased  on  data  for  34  cities. 


•:<  •  V  •  dP, 

,  ,  ;  ',>*** 

.  -  ' 


- 

' 

•  :  ,  i  ,  1  .  ■  ■  ..fh  I »  ■  ■  V-  ,  •  .  . 
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COST  OF  LIVING-  IN  URGE  CITIES 


Percent  Changes 

Since  Augus 

t  1959#  January  1941  and 

Other 

Specified 

Dates* 

i  Aug. 

15 #-1943  lAng.  15*  1939  LFnn. 

1,  19Ui 

[May 

15.  19U2 

fSept 

.15.  l9t+£ 

Region  and  city  | 

1  Aug* 

to  1  to  i 

15,.  1944  Aug.  15#  19-44  |Aug. 

to 

15,  19)WAuS 

to  ; 

15,  19W+|Ms. 

to 

15, !9Ui 

Average:  Large  Cities 

4-2.4 

5 

+26.1 

•» 

% 

+25.3 

+  8.9 

+  7.2 

New  England: 

+26.5 

t 

+  8.3 

+  5.7 

Boston 

+2.3 

f 

*23-9 

: 

Middle  Atlantic: 

* 

e 

1 

+  4*7 

+  W7  - 

Buffalo 

+0.6 

+28.1 

1 

+23.8 

| 

r 

New  York 

+  3.5 

+28,4 

*• 

« 

1 

+  25.8 

| 

+  12.2 

| 

+  9.3 

r~r  1 

Philadelphia 

+0.5 

+28. 3 

+  ciO  .  p 

i 

+  9-4 

+  7*4 

Pittsburgh 

*3.2 

+29.9 

+  26.3 

l 

+  10.4 

+  8.8 

East  North  Central: 

\ 

i 

7 

+  7.8 

6 

+  7.1 

Chicago 

+2.2 

+27*3 

§ 

+2U.1 

7 

5 

Cincinnati 

+  1.9 

+29*9 

| 

+26.° 

7 

+  9*1 

+  J  •  1 

Cleveland 

+  1.8 

+30.3 

'} 

+27.7 

: 

+  9.7 

£ 

+  8.9 

Detroit 

+2.2 

+29.2 

i 

+  26.0 

r 

+  7.2 

| 

+  7.5 

Nest  North  Central: 

£ 

+  8.6 
+  6.0 

+  8.0 
+  4*  1 

Kansas  City 

M inne apo 1 i s 

+  2.6 
+  1.7 

+25*7 

+23*2 

% 

V 

+25-9 
+  20.6 

\ 

St.  Louis 

+  1.8 

+27  0 

+  23.7 

: 

+  8.0 

? 

+  / .  1 

South  Atlantic: 

| 

+  8.8 

. 

Baltimore 

+2.4 

+30.3 

+  27.7 

: 

+  7..'3 

Savannah 

+2.6 

+  36.5 

; 

+33-6 

i 

+  12.1 

+11.0  - 

Washington ,  D  •  C . 

+  1.5 

+26.7 

+  25.0 

r. 

+  8,9 

+  6,7 

East  South  Central: 

: 

r 

* 

I 

+  10,9 

B irmingham 

+4.1 

+33.8 

+  29.7 

+  11.0 

| 

Yest  South  Central; 

f 

+  7.3 

i 

+  3.7 

Houston 

+2.2 

+23.8 

i 

+  22.3 

C 

| 

fountain: 

; 

| 

* 

| 

+  6.4 

Denver 

+  3.0 

+  26.5 

1 

+24*  7 

+  7.9 

r 

pacific : 

; 

+  8,0 

+  4.8 

Los  Angelos 

+  2.3 

+  27.0 

j 

+24.5 

? 

| 

San  Francisco 

+4*  1 

+  30.3 

: 

+27.1 

3 

+ 10,0 

+  .  0 

Seattle 

+3.0 

+29*2 

= 

+26.9 

? 

-+  6.9 

+  3.6 

*  These  percents  of 
e  ar n or  s  and  1 owe r  - 

change  are 
■salaried  w 

basud  on 
orker s  in 

indexes  of  cost 
large  cities. 

of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
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Table  4  Report  for  August  15,  1944 

GOST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Indexes,  1935 

• 

0 

0 

1 — 1 

11 

0 

m 

1 

0* 

Region  and  city 

!  All 
f  items 

1 

Food 

E  ^ 

Clothing 

[  Fuel, 

f electricity j 
|  and  ice 

House-  1 
furnish- f 
ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

Average :  Large  Cities 

j  126.3 

i/j 

137.7  2/ 

139.1  2/ 

E 

109.8  !j 

ns.?  2/ 

122.0  2 

New  England: 

i 

>1 

! 

E 

\ 

| 

Boston 

1  122.8 

§ 

132.2 

j 

137.5 

r 

120.0 

133.7 

116.9 

Middle  Atlantic : 

: 

? 

a 

E 

: 

Buffalo 

1  126.2 

E 

134.0 

r 

136.2 

§ 

106.9 

141.7 

125.1 

New  York 

1  127.1 

\ 

138.9 

j 

143.8 

i 

113.8 

127.4 

124.9 

Philadelphia 

!  125.5 

z 

136.1 

139.4 

109.0  I 

138.0 

119.6 

Pittsburgh 

[  127. S 

E 

138.7 

1 

156.7 

; 

112.4 

134.5 

119.0 

East  North  Central: 1 

j 

j 

; 

I 

§ 

: 

Chicago 

!  125.6 

1 

137.1 

E 

132.7 

r 

105.1 

138.8 

119.4 

Cincinnati 

1  126.4 

a 

136.8 

: 

138.5 

E 

106.1 

144.3 

123.2 

Cleveland 

I  130.3 

r 

144.3 

? 

I4O.3 

E 

115.4 

138.6 

120.5 

Detroit 

!  127.3 

1 

134.4 

? 

137.9 

I 

112.3 

141.0  1 

128.0 

Nest  North  Central : 

5 

t 

r. 

Kansas  City 

!  123.9 

131.2 

a 

136.0 

110.2 

127.1 

124.9 

Minneapolis 

1  122.8 

.  : 

130.5 

E 

135.9 

! 

104.9  I 

132.5 

121.6 

St.  Louis 

I  124.9 

l 

140.1 

E 

133.2 

* 

107.2 

125.6 

117.3 

South  Atlantic: 

i 

r 

a 

Baltimore 

f  128.6 

r  • 

143.5 

E 

145.3 

5 

109.0 

145.2 

120.7 

Savannah 

i  135.5 

| 

154.7 

E  ■ 

140.6 

E 

112.0 

137.9  1 

128.7 

Washington,  D.  C. 

I  124.9 

; 

136.7 

E 

146.8 

E 

108.9 

134.6 

125.8 

East  South  Central: 

: 

§ 

a 

6 

E 

E 

Birmingham 

1  131.8 

1 

145.4 

139.6 

a 

106.0 

136.3 

124.4 

West  South  Central; 

£ 

r 

| 

E 

Houston 

!  124.7 

137. 8 

136.3 

E 

91.1 

127.7 

122.9 

Mountain : 

e' 

§ 

l 

E 

t 

Denver 

i  124.7 

137.1 

E 

130.8 

1 

104.1 

143.3  f 

120.1  . 

Pacific : 

E 

1 

: 

£ 

1 

E 

Los  Angeles 

I  127.6 

r 

141.1 

: 

138.0 

E 

92.5  I 

132.3 

125.0 

San  Francisco 

I  129.4 

f 

142.4 

E 

137.6 

92.6 

137.8  I 

129.6 

Seattle 

1  129.6 

E 

141.6 

S 

139.3 

| 

103.5 

129.3 

130.6 

*  These  indexes  are 

based  on 

changes  in 

the  cost  of  good 

s  purchased  by  wage 

earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 


1 /  Rents  surveyed  at  quarterly  dates,  March  15,  June  15,  September  15,  December  15, 

2 /  Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  nearest  the  15th  of  the  month. 
3/  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 

4/  Based  on  data  for  34  cities. 
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Ifeble  5.  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  Combined  l/ 

Indexes,  1935-39  =  100 


Commodity  group 


1944 


1943  i  191+2 


is/  Aug.  15  ;  July  18  jAug 


17 h Sept.  15 


191+1  [  1939 

Jan.  ll(.;Aug »  15 


All  foods 

137*7 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

i 

103.5 

Meats 

r 

129.0 

Beef  and  veal 

' 

118.6 

Pork 

£ 

112.0 

Lamb 

13!+.7 

Chickens 

| 

149.8 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

\ 

198.0 

Dairy  products 

z 

133-6 

Eggs  -  .  ,  * 

1 

159.4 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

z 

175.6 

Fre  s  h 

z 

186,6 

Canned 

1 

129.3 

Dried 

I65.O 

Beverages 

124.3 

Fats  and  oils 

£ 

122,7 

Sugar  and  sweets 

8 

126*5 

137*1+  I  137.2  I  126.6  I  97*8  {  93*5 

108*6  1  108.1  I  105.U  f  94*9  |  93.1+ 

129.3  i  129.7  '•  130.6  •  101.1  |  95*7 

I  118.7  \  119.3  |  126.8  109,1+  ]  99  *3 

•  112.1  •  111+.3  r  124.0  86.1  f  88.0 

i  135.0  i  135.0  I  133.7  l  98.7  |  9p.8 

1  151.4  !  11+7.2  j  133.7  1  97.2  |  91+.6 

i  197.5  t  202.2  ?'  168.2  ’  l  13.8.7  |  99*k 

133.6  1  133.1+  !  127.7  i  105.1  t  93.1 

:  14.8.9  '  *  167.1+  ;  155.2  1  97 .1+  1  90.7 

I  176.9  '  169.8  l  129.7  I  93.3  I  92.1+ 

'3/188.4  !  179.3  ?•  130.3  •  !  93.4  I  92.8 

r  129.0  f  130.2  r  123.8  |  91.4  |  91.6 

164.6  159.9  i  143.4  f  99.6  1  90.3 

■  12I+.3  ^  125.3  1  123.8  |  90.9  b  94.9 

i;  122.9  1  126.5  i  120.7  i  80.3  !  84*5 

•  126.6  l  126.6  I  127.0  ■  I  95.3  I  95.6 


Aggregate  costs  of  54  foods  in  each  city,  weighted  to 
of  'families  of  wage  earners  and  lower-salaried  workers 
the  use  of  population  weights, 

Prelimina ry. 

Revised » 


represent  total  purchases 
,  have  been  combined  with 


Ihble  5»A.  Percent  Change _ _ 

“"T  "  I  Ju  1  y  18  i  Aug.  17  5  Sept,  15  i  Jon.  l4  15 

I  19I44  to  191+3  to  i  1942  to  |  19Ul  to:  1939  to 
Commodity  group  f  AuR.  15  i  Aug.  15  )  Aug.  15  i  Aug.  15  )Aug.  15 

191)1+  t  191+1+  1  1944  |  1944  i  1944 


All  foods  '  '1+0.2 

Cereals  and  bakery  products- 1  -  .1 


Moats  "  •c- 

Beef  and  veal  |  -  *1 

Pork  "  °1 

Lamb  [  “  *2 

Chickens  t  •  1.1 

Fish,  frdsh  and  canned  ?  +  *3 


Dairy  products 
Eggs 

Fruits  and  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Bovoragos 
Fats  and  oils 
Sugar  and  sweets 


\ 

+0.4 

i't 

+  8.8 

9 

+40 .8 

1 

4 

47.3 

f 

+  *4 

l 

+  2.9 

1 

+14.3 

\ 

4 

16.2 

3 

-  .5 

-  1.2 

£ 

+27.6 

— 

4 

34.8 

r. 

-  .6 

t 

-  5*9 

£ 

+  8.4 

£ 

4 

19.1 

-2.0 

-  9.7 

r 

+30 . 1 

£ 

4 

37.3 

7 

-  .2 

r 

+  .7 

£ 

+36.5 

£ 

4 

36.3 

} 

+1,8 

£ 

+  12.0 

| 

+54*1 

£ 

4 

58.4 

-2.1 

5 

+17.7 

i 

+66.8 

£ 

4 

98.8 

\ 

+  .1 

i 

+  4*6 

f 

+27.1 

£ 

4 

43.5 

\ 

-4*8 

+  2.7 

+63.7' 

£ 

4 

75.7 

+3*4 

£ 

+35.4 

£ 

+88.2 

£' 

4 

90.0 

i 

+4.1 

! 

+43.2 

I 

+99.8" 

£ 

+101.1 

£ 

-  .7 

f 

+  4*4 

£ 

+41.5 

f 

4 

41.2 

£ 

+3.2 

£ 

+15.1 

£ 

+65.7 

| 

4* 

.82.7 

f 

-  .8 

£ 

+  .4 

| 

+36.7 

\ 

4 

31.0 

i 

-3.0 

: 

+  1.7 

£ 

+52,8 

1 

4 

45.2 

z 

-  .1 

£ 

-  *4 

5 

+32.7 

f 

4 

32.3 

|  +  7,1 
!  **  .  7 
I  -  1.0 
=  +  ,2 
!  +  .2 
0 

1  -  .2 
I  -  .1 


rgsc~ 
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Table  6  - 


Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods 


Region 

and 

city 

*  »  •  «  . 

| 

Percent 

Change  - 

f  All 

I  foods 

|  Cereals 
!  and 

|  b  akery 

i  v, 

! 

Meats 

> 

United  States 

1  +0.2 

j  -0.1 

-0.2 

New  England: 
Boston 

1  +  .2 

C\J 

. 

4 

»ntnmunnm 

*  5 

-  .1 

Bridgeport 

!  -  .3 

0 

: 

-  .2 

Fall  River 

f  -  .5 

1  +  .1 

+  .3 

Manchester 

4  -  .2 

!  c 

I 

+  .1 

New  Haven 

!  +  *5 

1  -  .2 

-  .3 

Portland,  Maine!  +1.0 

1  -  .1 

! 

+  .1 

Providence 

f  +1.0 

0 

r 

+  .2 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 

1  -  .7 

!  -  .2 

! 

-  .9 

Newark 

[  -  .6 

r  +  .1 

•  i 

+  .7 

New  York 

!  +  .6 

r  -  .1 

-  f 

-1.1 

Philadelphia 

|  +1,0 

r  0 

•  I 

-  .6 

Pittsburgh 

!  +1.5 

r  +  .1 

>  } 

+  .5 

Rochester 

\  -  .6 

r  -  .3 

■  f 

+  .1 

Scranton 

|  +  .1 

t  -  -1 

4  r 

0 

-• 

East  North  Central: 

; 

> 

Chicago 

i  -1.1' 

r  -1.4 

P 

+  .2 

Cincinnati 

1  -1.7 

1  +  •! 

j 

-  .7 

Cleveland 

I  -  .2 

I  +  *5 

f 

+  .2 

Columbus,  Ohio 

1  +  .8 

f  -  .2 

5 

-  .1 

Detroit 

!•  -1.5 

|  0 

r 

-  .2 

Indianapolis 

■f  -  .1 

i  0 

■S  • 

-  .2 

Milwaukee 

I  -  .7 

•  \  ■  -  .3 

•  r 

-  .2 

Peoria 

-  +  .5 

r  -  .1 

£ 

-  *3 

Springfield,  Ill. -1.2 

i  ■-  .1 

| 

-  .1 

West  North  Central: 

3 

■  ! 

.6 

Cedar  Rapids 

i  -1.0 

1*  +  '.3 

! 

Kansas  City 

|  -1.0 

i  -  .2 

! 

-1.0 

Minneapolis 

r  —  •  6 

't ’  .1 

! 

•-  .2 

Omaha 

I  “  .5 

;!'  .3 

B 

•  +  .  1 

St.  Louis 

I  -1.3 

*0 

: 

-  .2 

St.  Paul  . 

!  -  .8 

!•'  ~0 

! 

•  -  .5 

Wichita 

1  -  .4 

=>  -  ’  •  4 

•  L  • 

! 

-  .2 

July  18,  1944  to  August  15 ,  1944  _ _ 

|  |  |  Fruits!  _•  f Fats  !  Sugar 

!  Dairy  {  Eggs  |  and  !  Be.v-  !  and  j  and 
? products!  |  veg.  feragesi oils  :  sweets 


0.0  U  7,1  |  -0.7 


0.0  -0.24  -0.1 


0 

i+  9.6  1 

-1.5 

! 

0 

0  ]  — 

.1 

0 

S+  9.4! 

-3.5 

i 

0 

£ 

- 

.9!+ 

.1 

.1 

!+  9.5  | 

-5.3 

!  + 

.4 

! 

4 

.2':- 

.1 

0 

[  +  6.3! 

-3.1 

1  + 

.1 

0  1- 

.  6 

0 

\ +  8.3! 

+  .2 

!  + 

.3 

— 

- 

.3S- 

.2 

0 

1+  7.7  1 

+2.0 

| 

0 

: 

4 

.11+ 

.1 

.1 

}+  8.8  | 

+  1.4 

j  + 

.2 

| 

— 

.21- 

.7 

.1 

1+10.9  I 

-4.6 

! 

C 

1 

.1: 

0 

.1 

1+  7.0 ! 

-3.2 

1  - 

.2 

| 

- 

.6  = 

0 

.1 

1  +  6.91 

+1.8 

| 

0 

i 

4 

.2> 

.2 

0 

|+  6.5  | 

+2.6 

f  - 

.2 

§ 

4 

.It 

0 

0 

1  +  8.4! 

+3.3 

-  •• 

.1 

-1 

.01-1 

.3 

.1 

!+  8.5! 

-6.2 

!  - 

.1 

£ 

- 

.1;  + 

.2 

.4 

{+  5.9j 

i  § 

-1.4 

! 

0 

| 

.  „ 

0  + 

.4 

0 

[+  4.5  | 

-4.9 

3 

C 

; 

0  \  + 

.4 

0 

|+  4.6J 

-5.9 

»  W 

.1 

r 

- 

.11- 

.2 

.4 

1+  8.4  I 

-2.9 

!  - 

..1 

i 

- 

.31- 

.2 

0 

j +16 . 6  ! 

-1.4 

”  mm 

.4 

! 

»  3  £  - 

.1 

.2 

t+  8*6  !■■ 

-7.8 

■  !• 

0 

•: 

4 

.2;  + 

.3 

o-: 

1+  9.2 ! 

-3.1 

! 

0 

£ 

0  !+ 

.2 

0  . 

1+12.7  ! 

-4.9 

!  4 

.2 

* 

+ 

-.4|- 

.1 

0 

!  +  7.1! 

+  .7 

!  - 

.2 

f 

4 

.2  :  +  2 

.5 

,0 

}+  2.3  { 

-4'.  6 

£  — 

.4 

! 

4 

.2|  + 

.2 

.1 

!  +  4.3  f 

-4.2 

r  — 

.2 

+ 

.l!  + 

.6 

0 

!+  .8! 

-3*0 

0 

! 

0  1 

0 

.  .L- 

|  +  4.2  f 

-3.5 

- 

0 

1 

- 

.2!r? 

.1 

.  0  „ 

!  +  .61 

-2.8 

r 

0 

I 

- 

.1!- 

.5 

.  .1- 

|  +  2.7 1 

-4.5 

■  ■ 

0 

r 

- 

.  4 :  + 

.5 

,  0  - 

!  +  6.51 

-5.7 

r 

0 

£ 

4 

*ii+ 

.1 

.  .1. 

!  +  4.0  ! 

-2.5 

H 

G 

i 

4 

.ii- 

.1 

y 


> 


_  q  - 


Table  6 


/ 

Retail  Food  Costs  in 
by  Groups  of  Foods 


Large  Cities 
(Cont 1 d ) 


1 

Percent 

Change  - 

Region 

and  |  All 

city  :  foods 

Cereals 

and 

bakery 

i  Meats 

South  Atlantic 

1 

X 

Atlanta  :+G.8 

-0.2 

\  -0.5 

Baltimore  +  .3 

0 

1-  .5 

Charleston ,  S.C.+  l.  8 

-  .1 

i  +1.1 

Jacksonville  i+2.8 

|  -  .  2 

l  -  .8 

Norfolk  I  +1.1 

•  -  .2 

I  0 

Richmond  .  +1.6 

r  -  .3 

f  -  .1 

Savannah  +1.2 

0 

1  +  .4 

Wa  shingt  on  ,  D.C.+ 1 . 3 

i  +  .1 

?  +  .7 

Winston  "Sal  err  +2.1 

i;  +  .2 

f  -  .1 

East  South  Central: 

r.  • 

i 

Birrr.inghan*  :  +2.8 

-1.1 

1-  -1 

Jackson  :£  +3*2 

"  .3 

H  0 

Knoxville  +  .8 

c 

i  -  *1 

Louisville  ?  0 

£ 

—  •  > 

::  +  .1 

Memphis  M +1.5 

;  +  .1 

1  -  .9 

Mobile  +1.9 

-  .4 

|  +  .  7 

West  South  Central: 

- 

=. 

Dallas  ■  +  .9 

+  .1 

£ 

♦  S 

Houston  j  +  .8 

i  +  .3 

I  +  «1 

Little  Rock  f  +1.4 

•  +.  .6 

\  0 

New  Orleans  i  +2.1 

0 

r  +  .3 

Mountain: 

Butte  -  *8 

l  -  .1 

i  -  ?  8 

Denver  5  "2.5 

£  +  .  2 

1  -  .j 

Salt  Lake  City-  .9 

l  +  .3 

1  -  .1 

.Clfic  i 

Los  Angeles  : 

+  1.9  - 

-  .1 

-  r) 

-  -  .5 

i 

Portland,  Ore 

.  -  r  6  i 

0 

San  Francisco 

C 

-  .1 

vj 

-  A 

Seattle 

O 

“  •  t- 

1 — l 

• 

_  hi. 

• 

:  products : 


•:  0,0 

;  +  ,1 

o 

\  *  .2 

i  -  ,i 

*  o 


i 

•  -o 
0 

.1 


.2 

.1 

:  i 


u 

.1 


o 

0 

,  2 
0 


•  ,1 
•1.0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 


>44  to  August 

15,  19 

44 

■  Fruits  * 

l  Fats 

Sugar 

Eggs  1  end 

Bov- 

end  ; 

and 

|  Veg.  : 

erages 

:  oils  : 

sweets 

/ . 

+  5.7 >  3-1 

-0.1 

[  0.0 

+  0.7 

+  8.4-  o  3 

-  .1 

-  .2 

+  .4 

+  6.7+  5-3 

0 

-  .3 

+  .2 

+  7 .2  "+10. 2 

0 

+  .1 

0 

+  7.0;+  3.4 

+  .2 

0 

0 

+  7.8' +  4,2 

+  .1 

'  -  .1 

0 

+  7.6  +  3-3 

0 

i  -  .2 

+  .3 

+  3.7  +  3-1 

0 

+  .1 

c 

+  7.3  f+  7.5 

-  .2 

0 

0 

+  6.7  1+10.2 

0 

1  -  .2 

-  .2 

+  27.3  r+10.4 

.1 

:  -  .3 

-  .1 

+  5.3 1+  2.2 

0 

;  -  .1 

0 

+  3 .  &  5-  .8 

-  .2 

i  -  .2 

:  -  .1 

+  9.4-+  3-9 

+  .1 

+  .1 

;  -  .3 

+1C.4+  6.+ 

0 

+  .1 

c 

+  9.0  +  2.4 

-  .4 

0 

-  .1 

4-11.4  -  .1 

0 

:  -  .1 

:  -2.0 

+  7.7  +  3-9 

-  •  2 

+  .2 

+  .2 

+  5*0;+  7*0 

0 

i 

-  .1 

0 

+  9-5 1-  3-7 

;-  .2 

,  -  .3 

0 

+  7.9  -  8.4 

1  0 

-  .2 

+  .1 

+  5.1  -  4*5 

1-  .1 

-  .  5 

c 

+  8.1  +  4,8 

!-  .1 

■  -  .9 

1  -1.5 

+  2.4:-  2.5 

'  +  .3 

f  -  .2 

:  +  .2 

+  2.7  -  .8 

0 

-  .  3 

C 

+  7.9  -  3.2 

+  .2 

0 

-  .2 

10 


Table  7  -  Avera,  e  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  i  :  large  Cities  Combined 


Percent  Change 


iAug.  Ip  "l  duly  IB 

;  Aug.  1? 

•;  Sept .  15 

Jan.  IJ4. 

Aub •  lp 

:  1944  ''70 

:  19lj3.  to 

[  1914 2  to 

i 1941  to 

1939  to 

C  ommodity 

r Average  iAug.  Ip 

?  Aug.  15 

3  Aug.  Ip 

:•  Aug.  3-5 

Aug.  lb. 

[  Prices  \  lyUU 

;  194 

1  19UU 

i  194 

19UJU 

l  Cents  r 

•• 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS 


Flour,  wheat 

10 

lb. 

| 

/  !  / 
04  »o 

z. 

-0.8 

-* *■ 

l 

+  4.7 

+19  •  0 

+56.O 

+80 . 4 

I.iacaroni 

lb . 

1 

15.8 

y 

+  .6 

+  1-3 

y 

+12.1 

T. 

+1V.5  i 

412.9 

*itheat  oereal 

28 

oz . 

5 

23.2 

: 

+  *9 

- 

-  .9 

-  3  0 

r 

- 1 . 3 

-  h. .  P 

Corn  flakes 

8 

os . 

f 

6.5 

i 

-1.5 

5 

-  3.0 

r 

-  f.l 

-  8.9-  = 

-  7-1 

Corn  meal 

lb. 

f 

6*5 

l 

0 

r 

+  8.6 

+26.0 

+5  o.o 

+57 .5 

*Rioe 

t! 

z 

12.9 

: 

+  .8 

z 

+  .8 

j 

+  3*2 

‘ 

+63 . 3  i 

472.0 

Rolled  oats 

ft 

1 

9.9 

l 

+1.0 

- 

+15 . 1 

+18 » 8  - 

| 

+39  .U  ! 

+39.4 

*P  1 0  u  r ,  0  an  c  a  ke 

20 

OS  . 

l 

12.2 

l 

+  .8 

5 

+16.2 

1 

1/ 

1 

1/  \ 

1 / 

akery  products: 

= 

r 

f 

: 

- 

f 

: 

Bread,  white 

lb. 

8.8 

%• 

0 

i\ 

-  1.1 

i 

+  1.1- 

] 

+12.8  ; 

+12 . 8 

Bread,  whole  wheat 

11 

r 

9.6 

5 

-1.0 

-  2.0 

i* 

+  1.1 

+10.3  .[ 

4-  Q  1 
y  0  a 

Bread,  rye 

11 

f 

9.9 

3 

0 

I 

-  2.0 

3 

+  2.1 

_ 

+10.0 

+  7  •  6 

Vanilla  cookies 

ti 

28.1 

:V 

-1.1 

z 

0 

+  I4I 

r 

+12 . 0  [ 

2/ 

Soda  crackers 

ti 

7. 

19.0 

z 

+  .5 

\ 

+  3«3 

+iij.«  5 

1 

+26.7  \ 

+28 .4 

PEATS ; 

Beef : 

Round  steak 
Rib  roast 
Chuck  roast 
*Stew  meat 
Liver 
Hamburge r 
Veal : 

Cutlets 

*  Roast ,  boned  and  rolled 
Po  rk : 

Chops 

Bacon,  sliced 
Ham,  sliced 
Ham,  whole 
Sait  pork 
*Liver 
^Sausage 


Bologna,  big 


Lamb : 


Log 

Rib  chops 


Ul.2 

'  -1.0 

:  — 

1.0 

!  -  6.8 

+  6.7 

y  +lp.2 

pp.a. 

j  -  *9 

y 

1.8 

-  i.i.6 

+  5.1 

;  +.14.5 

28.? 

1  -  .3 

l  “ 

1.4 

1  -  40 

7 

+18. 9 

:  +27.6 

31.0 

l  -1.0 

1  + 

.6 

;  1/ 

V 

!  1/ 

37.2 

;  ”  .p 

i  + 

p  ,  0 

i  2/ 

5 

2/ 

;  w 

27.7 

)  -  .7 

j 

2.1 

1/ 

; 

1/ 

j  y 

45.2 

+  .2 

•  _ 

n 

•  1 

I  -17.7 

'0 

i  +  6  .  Ij. 

pp.O 

i  0 

y  4- 

1.2 

1  1/ 

B 

1/ 

!  1/ 

7/7  X 

J  l  O 


22.1 


Up .  o 
45  o 


_  o 

•  ' — 


NOTE:  Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior 
from  January  3-9l>3  to  date. 

*  Not  included  in  the  index, 

l/  Priced  for  first  time  in  February  1943 » 

2/  N o t  available. 


i.a 

-} 

-3*9 

1  +28.2 

+20.7 

3.1 

0 

y  +35  -9 

r 

+340 

U.2 

r~  | 

-p.-j. 

!  +11.8 

+  6.6 

2.2 

i  - 

7»3 

i  +37-.7 

+28.3 

-7  O 

n  •  *; 

-L  4  i  J_ 

t  — 

7.1 

1/ 

1  +32.y 

1  ’  1/ 

top  •  p 

1  / 

“V 

.8 

1/ 

!  4 

* 

V 

« 9 

r  -  1 

1/ 

1  V 

4 

0 

•f 

5.5 

i  +43.9 

+1-9-4-  •  9 

1.5 

•» 

3.3 

+29 . 4 

'■ 

+27-  .21 

*  ‘--j 

194 

and 

on  56 

cities 

CO 

mb ined 

v 


Table  7  “  Average  Retail  Prices 


-  ii 


of  Foods  in  Largo  Citios  Combined  (Cont’d) 


|  | _  Percent  Change _ _ _ 

.  v  iAug.  15  |  July  18  [  Aug.  17  j  Sopt.lp  I  Jan.  ll+  \  Aug.  15 

j  19I44  "  1  19 hh  to  j  192+3  to  j  19i|2  to  j  192+1  to  I  1939  to 

Commodity  ‘Average  !  Aug.  1§  1  Aug.  13  f  Aug.  15  £  Aug.  15  I  Aug.  lr5 

!  Prices  |  I9I4I4.  .  j  192+2+  "  [  1944  '  !  192+?+  !  19u4 

*  - -  ’  Cents — j - 1 - \ - r' - - ' — - 

I® ATS :  (Continued)  ?  ;  ;  f  r  I 


Poultry: 


Roasting  chickens  2/  lb. 

»  !  / 

AjLU  O  \ 

-1.1 

j  +  1.8 

z 

+12.0 

1 

+54*  1 

£ 

+58.1+ 

Fish: 

l 

5 

I 

: 

Fish  (fresh,  frozen 

)  2/  lb. 

V  ! 

+  -3 

:  -  2.6 

§ 

+19.2 

+70.0 

.1 

+100.6 

Salmon,  pink  16 

os.  can 

8576  | 

-  .4 

i  -  -4 

+  8.3 

i 

+50.3 

£ 

+84.4. 

♦Salmon,  red 

tt 

1+0.1+  [ 

-3.6 

:■  ”2.2+ 

j. 

¥• 

”  .5 

t 

+53.0 

7 

+74.9 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS; 

£ 

? 

: 

: 

■  Butter 

lb. 

§0.0  1 

‘  0 

1  -  1.0 

J 

-  1.2 

§ 

+31.6 

? 

+62.9 

Cheese 

M 

36.1  I 

0 

1  “  3o 

+  5.2 

£ 

+33.7 

+1+6  •  2 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered)  qt . 

15.6  ; 

0 

\  +  .6 

| 

+  i+.O 

? 

+20.0 

r 

+30  *  0 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery) 

tt 

14.5  I 

0 

!  +  -7 

' 

+  7.2+ 

i 

+21.8 

5 

+31.8 

Milk,  evaporated  1 ) ;-7- 

oz.  can 

10.0  \ 

'■i 

0 

\  -  1.0 

\ 

+12.2+ 

= 

+1+0.8 

| 

+49.3 

EGGS; 

: 

j 

r 

7 

f 

\ 

£ 

Egge,  fresh  2/ 

doz . 

56.5  \ 

+7.1 

}  ”  1+.  8 

Z 

+  2.7 

463.7 

: 

+75.7 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES : 

i 

\ 

1 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables: 

s 

: 

? 

Fresh  fruits; 

i 

r 

■7 

j 

r 

Apples 

lb. 

11.0  ! 

-19.1 

1  ”  2.7 

§ 

+77.4 

: 

+111.5 

! 

+15  0. 0 

Bananas 

tt 

11.2 

0 

f  »  6.7 

+  8.7 

: 

469.7 

£ 

+83.6 

Oranges 

doz . 

50.9  4 

+  .2 

l  +  1.2 

j 

+30.2 

+86.1+ 

I 

+61.6 

♦Grapefruit 

ca. 

10.4  j 

♦3.0 

L  +  8.3 

£ 

+10.6 

*7  / 

D 

+ 

y 

Fresh  vegetables: 

£ 

5 

£ 

/ 

Beans,  green 

lb. 

14.0  i 

+iu  5 

;  +  2.2 

j 

+20.7 

: 

0 

l 

491+.4 

•  Cabbage 

tt 

US  i 

+2.1 

\  0 

3 

+25.6 

r 

+1+1+*  1 

z 

+25 .6 

Carrots 

bunch 

8.7  j 

+1.2 

+  7.i+ 

? 

+26.1 

+45.0 

i 

+89.1 

Lettuce 

head 

10.8  i 

•6.9 

f  -14.3 

r 

-13.6 

7 

+28.6 

5 

+28.6 

Onions 

lb. 

/  r~ 

U#  v 

-9.7 

1  -17.7 

§ 

+44.4 

I 

+80.6 

'■ 

+80.6 

Potatoes 

Ip'  lb. 

30.1  | 

+  •  S 

i  +24.2 

+65  •  8 

\ 

+I7I+.3- 

: 

+132.8 

Spinach 

•  lb. 

11.6  \ 

+12.6 

S  -i3.U 

j 

+  8.1+ 

? 

+58.9 

£ 

+48.7 

Swcotpotatoos 

St 

12.3 >  | 

-8.9 

i  ri3.i1 

£ 

492.2 

r 

+1I+6  •  0 

£ 

+123.6 

♦Beets 

bunch 

7  A  : 

i 

-2.7 

[  -11.0 

y 

: 

y 

y 

Canned  fruits  and  vegc 

tables • 

z 

l 

+ 

Canned  fruits: 

i 

z 

£ 

l 

Peaches  ■§ 

;  2-g-  can 

27.7  | 

0 

i  +  3*4 

\ 

+15 .  i+ 

j 

+67.9 

l 

+62.0 

Pineapple 

n 

27.3 

0 

.  -2.5 

l 

-  5.5 

+30.6 

: 

+30.0 

Grapefruit  juice 

jp2  can 

*  1U.3 

“  .7 

0 

+15.3 

\ 

3/ 

' 

3/ 

NOTE: 

* 

1/ 

2/ 


Data  arc  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  192+3  &ud  on  56  cities  combined 


from  January  191+3  to  date. 

Not  included  in  the  index. 

Composite  price  not  computed. 

Percentage  change  computed  on  the  indox. 
Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  192+1  • 
Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  192+3  * 


5/  Comparable  July  price,  2+8* 7/. 
Percent  change  based  on 
published  prices. 


-  12  - 


Tabic  7  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Largo  Citios  Combined  (Cont  d) 


Percent  Change  - 


•Aug .  lb 

I  1966  ' 


TJuly  IB  •  Aug.  17  |  Sept.  15  Jan.  1  6  Aug.  ip 

.  19)46  to  1 19)43  to  j  1962  to  ;  1961  to  ;  1939  to 


Commodity 


Average  \  Aug.  15  i  Aug.  15  %  Aug.  15  15  §  ^u£*  15 

f  Pricos  ‘  19U+  I  1914  1  1914  1  I9J4J+  1 

1  Cents  e 


can  : 

11  j 

«  1 

11 


FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES:  (Cont’d)  j 
Canned  vegetables: 

Beans,  green 
Corn 
Peas 

Tomatoes 
*Soup,  vegetable  11  oz.  can  ; 
Dried  fruits  and  vegetables:  \ 
Dried  fruits: 

Prunes 

.  Driod  vegetables: 

Navy  beans 
*Soup,  dehydrated, 
chicken  noodle 


lb. 

lb. 

oz. 


BEVERAGES: 

Coffee 

Tea 

*Cocoa 

FATS  AND  OILS : 
Lard 


lb.  } 

I  ib.  f 


lb.  I 


15.2 
14.5 
13  •  1 
12.0 
13.  6 


17.3 

10.3 


-  / 


50.1 

23 .9 

10,3 


lb,  I  13.6 


Shortening  other  than  lard: 
In  cartons 
In  other  containers 
Salad  dressing 
Oleomargarine 
Peanut  butter 


*0il,  cooking  or  s'alad 


lb. 

h 

pt . 

lb. 

*1 

pt . 


20.2 
2U.8, 
25.6.. 
2)4.0 
28.  ]+ 
50.6 


+  .6 

+  *7 
0 

+  .  8 
0 


i  -  9  •  6 

t  +  3.6 
i  -10.3 
1  -  4.0 

i  +  6*7 


-  3*6 

+  9»o 

-10.3 

+  3*6 

1/ 


432,0 

435.5 

-  ,8 

+62.9 

•  V 


+32.0 

439.14 

-  3.7 

+39*5 

1/ 


41.2 

z 

4  3.6 

1 

416.9 

| 

480.2 

+96,6 

4  .9 

z 

+  6.9 

| 

418.7 

f 

+66.2 

r 

+86.2 

,«v  #~7 

-2  •  / 

| 

-  2.7 

=  • 

1/ 

| 

1/ 

1  . 

1/ 

+  .3 

i 

4  .3 

1 

4 

6.9 

i 

+65*6 

= 

+35.0 

0 

f 

+  6.6 

r 

4 

6.7 

435 . 8 

\ 

+39.0 

41.0  ' 

| 

+15.7 

f 

+ 

1.0 

| 

,413.2 

; 

+19.0 

0 

z 

-  1.6 

| 

4 

7.5 

r 

+100.0 

+87.9 

0 

| 

+  1.5 

+ 

3.6 

I 

+73.8 

1 

+72.6 

4  .6' 

z 

-  .6 

: 

4 

1.6 

P 

+35.5 

l 

+22.3 

0 

z 

4  2*0 

+ 

1.6 

: 

+27.6 

l 

2/' 

-  .6 

r 

0 

4 

7.1 

4p3 . 8 

+65“.  5 

0 

y 

-16.7 

\ 

4 

2,2 

4 

+53.7 

f 

■*58.7 

0  ' 

| 

*  .3 

z 

2/ 

f 

2/ 

2/ 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS  j 
.  Sugar 
Corn  sirup 
*Mo lasses 
*Applo  butt or 


•lb. 
2li  -os. 
18- oz. 
16  oz. 


6.7 

15  •  8 
15.8 

1  4  4 


1  -1.5 

1  -  1.5 

v  -  2.9 

1  +31. .6 

1  +28.8 

i  0 

§+  .6 

+  6*  6 

!  +16.2 

1  +15.3 

o' 

;  +  .6 

•  +  6.0 

§  +17.9 

1  +16.2 

1  +  .8 

;  -  .7 

|  y 

1  V 

i  1/ 

NOTE: 
*  . 


Data  aro  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  1963  anc^  on  96  cities 
from  January  1963  to  date. 

Not  included  in  the  index. 

Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1963 • 

Not  available. 


combined 


/ 


rfctail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  1/ 

^Fablc  8  —  Indexes  end  Percent  Change  from.  January  1941 
and  Other  Specified  Periods 


L _ Aidcxcsn  r?55^Q=ino _ 

'  '  .::Aug,155  Julyl8=  Aug. 17-  Sept, 15^  Jan*l4 

Region  and  city  19^4  ,  19^  \  191,3  \  ia[£  '  \  19^ 

I  2/  J  1  |  l 


Ohited  States  1 137.7  U37c4  1 137,2  112676 . j. 9.7.8 


Percent  Change 


Julyl8  :  Aug«17:  Sopt.isl  Jan .  1I4 

1944-1  1943  I  1942  j  1941 

to 


to 


to 


Aug, 15 . Aug. 15:  Aug, 15  ; Aug. 15 


lew, England; 

'Boston  j 132,2 

Bridgeport  *  1 135*1* 

Fall  River  J 132*3* 

Manchester  f  135,0* 

blew  Haven.  1 136,0* 

Portland, .  Maine  "  1 136*5' 
Providence  \ 136.8 

fiddle  Atlantic: 

Buffalo  .  1 134*0 

Newark  ,  ,  1138.4 

New  York  .  t\  138.9 

Philadelphia  ^  f 136,1 

Pittsburgh  "  i 1 3 S * 7 

Rochester  ,  j 133.0 

Scranton  f 138*8 

East  North  .Central; §  ..  / 
Chicago  .  #  j  137.1 

Cincinnati  .  1136*8  ■ 

Cleveland  .  ,  [144=3 
.•Columbus,  Ohio  | 130*2 
Detroit  1 134*4 

Indianapolis  \ 134*4  - 
Milwaukee  ,  1136*4  1 

Peoria  \  -  .  l.lUl.I  I 

Springfield,  1 11. 1 142 .5  i 


I 131.9‘ 
1  l35.o  5 
U32,9 
l 135*3 
U35.3 
=135,4 
f  135.5* 

i l35«o 
:  139.2' 
.133.1' 

:  134,3 

; 136*7 

i +33*8 
•  13806 


:  131,1 
1 135*2 
1  134,0 
133*7 
136*7 
133*6 
135.0 

137.9 

139.0 

137,2 

135»3 

137.8 

133.1 ‘ 
137,5 


?  124*4 

1127.1 

1 125.7 

= 126,3 

1 126.2 

1 125. 8 
? 126*3 

f 127.6- 
t 128,0  ' 
f 125.2  • 
1  123 .9 
1  125.9  ' 
I  125*2 
f 125.6- 


138,6 

139=2 

114,6 

129=2 

136.5 

134=6 
137=4 
l4o  *4 
l44  «2 


1- 136*4' 

f 137.6" 
!  145*2' 

1 131.6' 

§  134  «8 
| 135.1 
1 134*4 
fl4l= 2' 

1 142.1“ 


f 124.9' 
] 126*9’ 
1 127*3' 
1 119.6" 
[  124*7 
1127.1 
? 121.0 
! 130c 7 
! 130.2 


Rest  North  Central- \ 

•Cedar  Rapids  4/  £  139  =  1 
•Kansas  City  ,  1131*2 

Minn  cape  11.  s  t  \  130*5 

•Qnaha  ..  ,  1 129*7 

St  *  Loui s  . | l4o J 1 

St.  Paul  f 128 .5 

Wichita  4/  Jl47*8 


140*5 

132.5 
131=3 

130.4 
141*9 

129.6 

148.4 


i 138.0 
1 131.7 

1130,4 

l 13O08 

§140o2 

= 128*9 
::146c2 


f 121,2 
i  120.7 
f 123*3 
! 123,2 
l 126*7 
f 120.8 
f  132,0 


j  .97.8 

+  0.2  +  0,4  r+  8,8  :+4o,8 

i  95.2 

+  .2 ;  +  .8  !.t  6.3  }  +38 *9 

:  96.5 

-  .3-  lr  ,1  f  +  6,3  .1+40,0 

•  1  97*5- 

-  *5-  1*3  |+  5*3  1+35.7 

!  96e6- 

-  o2.  ;:+  1.0  1+  6.5  i+39,8 

1  95*7 

+  *5*  ^  *5  1+  7.8  ,  i+42.l 

’  1  95*3- 

+  1*0.  f+  2*2  .-;+  8,5  1+43,2 

;  96.3 

+  1.0  .+'  1 .3  §•+  8.3.  4  +42.1 

flOO.2 

-  c7  I-  2.8  |.+  5.0  1+33.7 

9  98.8 

-  ,6  |r  .4  i  +  8.1  1+40.1 

1  99*5 

+  ,6  :  +  I0.2  r  +10*9  £+39*6 

1  95=0 

+  1.0  1+  ,6  i+  9.8  •  1+43*3 

!  98.0 

+  1*5  v+  .7  = +10.2  =+4.1,5 

1  99o9 

-  .61-  .1  :+  6.2  f+33.1 

f  97=5 

+  .1  i+  ,9  f+10,5  t+42,4 

1  98.2 

-  1,1  ?+  .5  |+  9*8  £+39*6 

\  96.5 

—  1,7  ,6  £  +  7*8  £+4l .8 

499*2 

-  ©2  -  .6  £+13*4  = +45.5 

\  93 -h 

+  *8  i-  1,1  f+  8.9  1+39.4 

1  97*0 

-  1.5  !-  *3  1+  7,8  1+38.6 

i  98.2 

-  .1  K  .5  1+  5*7  1+36.9 

1  95.9 

-  .7  +  1*5  1+12.7  i+42.2 

:l  99 .0 

+  ,5  ■£■-  *1  1+  8.0  ;  +42.5 

j.  96.2 

V 

“  1  *'2  £  +  ®3  f  +  9*4  £  +48,1 

»  X  z 

1  95  o9 

-1.0  4  .8  1+14.8  .  j  +45,0 

1  92.1+ 

-i,o  =~  #4  1+8,7  *;  +42.0 

?  99-0 

-  «6  p>  ,1  ?+5«8  f+31,8 

1  97*9 

-  r 5  .8  1+  5*3  ^ +32*5 

=  99  =2 

**  1,3  £—  el  1+10.6  £+4-1,2 

98.6 

-  .8  £-  .3  1+  6,4  1 +30*3 

1  97*2 

-  *4  ?+  1,1  1+12*0  f+52.1 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  l/  (Cont’d) 


Table  8  -  Indexes  end  Percent  Change  from  Janun.ry  1951 
and  Other  Specified  Periods 


Indexes,  1933-39  =  100 


Region  and  city 


Aug.  15 i  July  18:  Aug*  17;  Sept  .155  Jan  ,l5 

190+  !  190+  i  1943  I  1942  I  1941 

2/1  I  I  j 


South  Atlantic: 


Atlanta 

1139.2 

: 138.1 

Baltimore 

1  n+3-5 

+  11+3.1 

Charleston,  S.C. 

1135.1+ 

! 133.0 

Jacksonville 

;  li+8  .9 

1  155.8 

Norfolk  3/ 

3  155.8 

1  u+3.2 

Richmond 

-1136.5 

1 131+.1+ 

Savannah 

=  154.7 

i 152.9 

Washington,  D.C. 

+  136.7 

1 131+.9 

Winston-Salem  5/ 

{ 138.8 

? 136.0 

1st  South  Central: 

f 

i 

Birmingham 

!  lt+5 .1+ 

l  i5i  .5 

Knoxville’  5/ 
Louisville”" 

Memphi  s 
Mobile 

West  South  Central*; 
Dallas 
Houston 
Little  Rock 
,vNow  Orleans 


Mountain : 

Butte 

Denver 

Salt  Lake  City 

Paci fic : 

Los  Angeles 
Portland,  Orcg* 
San  Francisco 
Seattle 


l5l.l 

155.3 


U38.5 


Percent  Change 


JulylS  Alug.17  ■;  Sept.15-:  Jan.l5 

1944  '  1943  I  191+2  f-  191+1 

to  j  to  |  to  I  to 

Au g *  15  ;■  Au g.15  Alug.15  -Aug.  15 

.  1955  S  1955  j  1955  |  1955 


139.2 1 125.9 

j  95.3 

+  0*8 

; 

0.0  ++10.6 

j  +57.6 

S  1I+5.2  ;  131.2 

1  97.9 

+  *3 

r-- 

1.2  |+  9.5 

!  +56.6 

; 136,5  + 126.6 

I  95.9 

+  1.8 

l- 

• 8  1+  7*0 

j  +51.2 

1 150.9  i  131+.2 

\  98.8 

+  2.8 

r  «b 

1.3  5+11.0 

1  +50.7 

1 151.1  1 131.9 

!  95.8 

+  1.1 

f- 

5.2  1+  9.8 

l  +51.1 

i 137.0  !  126.2 

I  93.7 

+  1.6 

.5  1+  8.2 

f  +55*7 

'  152.1+  !  133.3 

1100.5 

+  1.2 

1  + 

1*5  1+16.1 

!  +53  *9 

•135.5  1 128.1 

I  97.7 

+  1.3 

1.3  h  6.7 

t  +39.9 

| 138.3  1 119.8 

j  93.7 

+  2.1 

'  + 

#5  1+15*9 

|  +58.1 

|ll+1.3  -125.3 

96.0 

+  2.9 

i  +  . 

2*9  f+16.0 

1  +51.5 

+  151.5  1141.0 

1105.3 

+  3.2 

itm 

5.7  1+  1.3 

1  +35.7 

+156.2  f 134.2 

I  97.1 

+  .8 

1+ 

1.5  =+18.2 

f  +63.3 

1 134.7  +  124.2 

I  95.5 

0 

j— 

1.0  i+  7.5 

1  +39.7 

+ 148.0  +  129.7 

I  95.2 

+  1*5 

|+ 

.2  1+15.3 

\  +57.5 

i  11+9.7 1 133.9 

]  97.9 

+  1.9 

r  mm 

1*7  1+  9.9 

1  +50.3 

1 135.1+  1 123.7 

I  92.6 

+  .9 

z 

1.5  1+  7*9 

!  +55.2 

+136.2  +130.8 

102.6 

+  .6 

1+ 

1.2  1+  5.5 

:  +35.3 

+137.6  1 129.2 

;  95.6 

+  1  *5 

1+ 

♦  1  -;+  6.6 

1  +55*o 

+  153.3  !  135.9 

101.9 

+  2.1 

l- 

.5  5-12.5 

j  +59.9 

137.2  f 125.6 

I  98.7 

-  .8 

!-  2.6 

6+  7*3  1+35.5 

135.5  1126.8 

1  95.8 

-  2.5 

1+  1.9 

1+8.1  i  +55.6 

139.5  { 130.1 

1  97.5 

-  .9 

1+  *3 

1+7.5  !  +53.5 

151.1  i 137.9 

toi.6 

+  1.9 

0 

^+  2.3  1  +30.6 

155.7  151.2 

101.7 

.6 

:+  ,5 

}+  2.9  f  +52.9 

137.3  ^133.5 

1  99*6 

0 

5+  3.7 

j+  6.7  1  +63.0 

139.8  ;  137.3 

+101.0 

-  .2 

5  1.3 

1+3*1  ;  +50 . 2 

1/  Aggregate  costs  of  6l  foods  (55  foods  prior  to  March  1953)  in  each  city, 

weighted  to  represent  tota.1  purchases  of  families  of  wa.gc  earners  and  lower- 
salaried  workers,  have  boon  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights.  Primary  use  is  for  time-to-time  comparisons  rather  than 
place- to-placo  comparisons* 

2/  Preliminary. 

T/  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News. 

5/  June  1950  equals  100. 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABdft  'Y  Or  T HE 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 

Washington  25,  D.  C.  NOV  2  0  1844 


COST  OF  LIVING  AND  RETAIL  COSTS  OF  FOOD' -  'SE^TftiiER'i^U 


i 


Jnort^LS  iadioates  average  changes  in  retail  nrices  of  selected 

fowerlsaSrledlSrl0-  i^o^eS-  ^ 

familieS  Wh°  ^  in°°meS 

livi^dof  d06K  "0t+ShoW  the  fuU  wartime  effect  on  the  cost  of 
nricert  h  *a°tors  as  lowered  quality,  disappearance  of  low- 

home?  aad  °r0ed  changes  in  howiog  and  eating  away  from 

It  does  not  measure  changes  in  total  "living  costs"— that  is  in 

^  ***«♦  Income  -d  &d 

subscriptions  are  not  included. 


Retail  prices  of  living  essentials  increased  0  1  percent  nn  +Hp 
average  between  mid-August  and  mid-September,  Secretary  of  Labor  Franco- 
Perkins  announced  today.  "Higher  price-  fnr ™t,l  ,  irances 

furnishing-  mo-o  +  7  ?  -  c£j  lor  autumn  clothing  and  for  house- 

'  go  m0j-e  t-t'n  °ft set  lower  average  costs  of  food,"  she  said. 

September  llT/  f  Labor  Statistics  index  of  the  cost  of  living  for 
September  1944  is  126,5  percent  of  the  1935-39  average.  b 

,  ,,  "Gur: rentiy,  prices  of  living  essentials  at  retail  are  2  1  percent 

furnishings  wstiT**  ^  °f  riS®  haS  been  in  <*>&»«,  house 

SeptaS/’  ?  f  serv^?s-  y°°d  costs  slightly  less  than  in 

pte  ber  1943.  Rents  m  large  cities  ore  up  0.2  percent  over  the  year. 

0  5  Doroent'FW,  priC®S  ln.tb®  lnrge  cities  declined  contraseasonally  by 
0.5  pel  cent  between  August  15  and  September  15,  and  were  on  the  average  ' 

0.3  percent  lower  than  the  level  a  year  ago.  Large  supplies  of  »  ls 

OPAapri?e'c?il?nl  V*  b°th  "i**®  “nd  SWeet  Potato,  and  seasonally  lower 
ret Fns??l?  fo?  fho  ’"I  °fthGSe  frUlts  '^vegetables  were  chiefly 

S  ZT*  P°?Qt?GS  T  l0'7Gr  than  werehast  September ?F 

ihere  was  a  further  seasonal  rise  of  about  3  cents  per  dozen  in  the  price 

of  egtos  m  September,  and  some  increase  in  prices  of  fish. 

"Clothing  prices  continued  to  advance,  and  reports  were  a^ain 

clothing  and  ??hefcotf  chitldr!n's  odothlnS>  underwear,  housedresses,  work 
iothing,  and  othei  cotton  articles.  During  the  month,  there  was  an  increase 


(LS  45-1204) 
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uf  J-.4  percent,  in  clothing  prices*  which  now  average  6,7  percent  higher  than 
in  September  a  year  ago.  Most  of  the  increase  is  due  to  the  disappearance 
price  -Line  merchandise,  l’n  September*  price  increases  were  most 
marked  for  winter  clothing*  particularly  men's*  women's*  and  girls'  all  wool 
winder  coats 5  men's  jackets*  sweaters,  and  hats*  and  women's  woolen  dresses. 
Prices  of  women's  cotton  housedresses  again  advanced  in  more  than  half  of 
the  large  cities  surveyed  by  the  BLS*  as  lower  priced  merchandise  was 
increasingly  scarce. 


. "Prices  of  housefurnishings  again  increased,  with  prices  for  living 
room  furniture  of  steel  spring  construction  higher  than  early  in  1943*  when 
it  was  last  availaole  in  retail  stores.  Scarcity  of  lower  priced  furniture 
continued  to  be  a  factor  in  the  price  advance.  Cotton  sheets  and  towels 

continued  scarce*  while  all-wool  blankets  were  available  in  practically  all 
stores  e 


"There  were  scattered  increases  in  costs  of  laundry  and  domestic 
services*  medical  care*  and  beauty  shop  services.  The  group  of  miscellaneous 
goods  and  services  now  costs  4?  6  percent  more  than  a  year  ago. 


"Prices  of  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  were  unchanged  during  the 
month*  and  are  now  2.0  percent  higher  than  in  September  1943*  principally  due 
to  higher  prices  for  coal. 

■  • 

"There  was  little  change  in  rents  in  large  cities  from  June  to 
September,  The  housing  shortage  is  still  acute*  especially  in  war  centers* 
with  continued  reports  of  forced  sales  to  tenants." 


NOTE i  Effective  in  September  1944*  rents  will  no  longer  be  collected  each 
quarter  in  all  of  the  34  cities  regularly  surveyed  by  the  Bureau, 
because  of  the  recent  general  stability  of  rents  in  large  cities. 

In  computing  the  rent  index  for  the  large  cities  combined  for  each 
quarter  hereafter*  it  will  bo  assumed  that  no  change  has  occurred 
in  rents  in  cities  not  currently  surveyed. 

Cities  in  which  rents  were  not  collected  in  September  will  be 
surveyed  in  December,.  At  that  time*  rentals  for  these  cities  for 
the  September  quarter  will  also  be  obtained  and  published.  The 
rent  index  for  large  cities  combined  for  the  September  quarter  is 
subject  to  revision  when  rent  data  for  the  cities  not  surveyed  in 
September  are  obtained  in  the  December  quarter. 


t 
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Report  for  S opt  ember  15 ,  1944 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Indexes,  1935-39  *  100.0* 
(Some  indexes  for  July  and  August  1944 

are  revised) 

| 

“  — 

1  I 

Fuel, 

|  House- 

“Mis- 

Late  §  All 

|  Food  fClothing  f  Rent  Electricity 

I  furnish- 

£ 

ce.13.a- 

1  items 

?  £ 

1  £ 

and  ice 

|  ings 

•z 

•neons 

1939:  August  15  f  93.6 

!  93.5  f  100.3 

1104.3  I 

97.5 

1 100.6 

| 

100.4 

1941:  January  15  IlOO.S 

f  97,3 'f  100.7 

1105.0  I 

100.3 

6 100.1 

■ ; 

101.9 

1942s  May  15  1116.0 

1  121.61  126,2 

1109.9 

104.9 

\  122.2 

| 

110.9 

September  15  1117.8 

1  126.6  f  125.3 

1108.0  I 

106,2 

? 123.6 

111.4 

1943:  September  15  1123.9 

|  137.41  132.5 

1103.0  *f 

107.6 

:  126.3 

£ 

117.0 

1944:  July  15  |126.1 

1  137.4!  133.3 

1/108.2  2/  | 

109.7  1/ 

='133.7  1/ 

l 

122.0  1/ 

August  15  1126.4  1 k  137.7  1  139.4 

1/ 1108.2  2/  ! 

109.3 

!  139.3  1/ 

r 

122.3  y 

September  15  |126.5 

1 137.0  I  141.4 

|103.2  2/  1 

109.8 

f 140.7 

122.4 

Table  la. 

Eh 

c**—i 

g 

hi 

r 

OF  CHANGE 

z 

t  ~  j 

r  r 

1  *• 

Fuel, 

f House- 

1 

Mis- 

Date  |  All 

|  Food  5  Clothing  I  Rent  7j  \  electricity 

| furnish- 

cella- 

f  items 

»  * 

•  < 

and  ice 

f  ings 

| 

neous 

August  15,  1944  to  1 

z  £  , 

— ?  1  - .  i 

§ 

| 

September  15,  1944  f  /O.l 

|  -0  •  5 1  /l  •  4 

f  o  1 

0 

4. .ill 

• 

o 

| 

/O.l 

■Sept.  15,-  1943  to  % 

z  l 

— 

■  S-ept ember  15,  1944  !  /2.1 

S  -0.3l  /6.7 

I  /0.2  j 

/2.0 

!  /11.4 

r 

/4.6 

Sept.  15,  1942  to  | 

l  f 

£  ~ 

* 

September  15,  1944  I  /7.4 

|  /8.2{  /12.4 

1  /0.2  ! 

/3.4 

:  /i3.s 

/9.9 

May  15,  1942  to  1 

£  •* 

—  "* 

= 

r 

September  15,  1944  i  /9.1 

•' /12.7  .  /12.0 

.'!  -1.5  I 

/4.7 

S  /15.1 

| 

/10.4 

Jan.  15,  *1941  to 

i  1' 

r  [ 

■£ 

R 

September  15,  1944  1/25,5 

1/40.1:  /40.4 

1  /3.0 

/8.9 

I  /40.6 

? 

/20.1 

August  15,  1939  to  I 

f  l  | 

5  '  i 

i 

September  15,  1944  1/28,3 

1/46.51  /41.0 

1  /3.7  | 

/12.6 

!  /39.9 

l 

/21.9 

■ 

r  5  , 

R  fJ 

i 

l 

*  These  indexes  are  based  on'  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage  earners 
and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities  combined. 

u  Revised, 

2/  Based  on  rents  in  20  large  cities  in  September  1944  and  assuming  no  change  in 
rents  in  cities  not  surveyed  in  September,  See  note  at  end  of  text. 
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Report  for  Sept*  l1},  1944 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


percent  Change  Between  Aug*  ly,  194+  and  Sept*  15,  1944  by  Groups* 


(Some  indexes  for  August  revised) 


Area  and  City 

All  \  Food 
items  } 

^Clothing 

.1  Rent 

Fuel , 

electr icity 
?  and  ice 

;  House- 
■  furnish- 
1  ings 

:Mis- 

cella- 

:;ne.ous 

Average j  Large  Cities 

'  *0.1  r|-0,5  1/ 

+  1,4 

4  0  2/:  0 

f  +1.0 

1+0.1 

New  England: 

i  • 

. 

:  .  j 

Boston 

+o.4  i+0.5 

+  1,2 

r  3/ 

•  0 

:  +0.2 

0 

Middle  Atlantic; 

\  ; 

- 

Buffalo 

l  +0,6  :  +0,6 

\  +2.0 

r  3/ 

0 

X  +0.2 

i  +0.4 

New  York 

:■  -0.1  r  -1.2 

+2*1 

r+o.l 

0 

\  *h.2  ■ 

f  +0.2 

Philadelphia 

1  +0.1  r-0.9 

\  *2,7 

U0.1 

+0.1 

)  +0.3 

f  +0.1 

Pittsburgh 

0  : -0.5 

1  *1*3 

1  3/ 

0 

l  +1.1 

3  -0 , 1 

East  .North  Central: 

^  \ 

* 

l 

Chicago 

+0.3  l+o.l 

']  +1.9 

i  3/ 

i  +o.r- 

:  +0;6 

I  0 

Cincinnati 

:  -0.2  • -0,7 

•  +  1  9  4 

:  V 

?  0 

+0.1 

l  +0.1 

Cleveland 

£  -0.2  \ -1.0 

•  +1,3 

i  +0 . 1 

0 

1  +0.1 

I  +0.2 

■  Detroit • 

l+o.i  \ -0.3 

i  +0.7 

j  +0.1 

0 

y  +0,7 

i  +0.3 

f  ’'West  North  Central; 

k  '  * 

* 

\ 

$ 

Kansas  City 

+0.3  i -0.2 

1  +2.8 

l  3/ 

V  \o 

+0,1 

1  o 

Minneapolis 

-0,1  ?:-0.6 

i  +o.4 

?+o7i 

0 

+1.3 

1  +0.3 

St,  Louis 

0  \ -0,2 

!  +0,9 

1+0,1 

r  o 

f  +0.1 

0 

South  Atlantic; 

r  \ 

* 

i 

r  . 

Baltimore 

\  -0*7  1-2.0 

;•  +0*4 

f  0 

+0.1 

!  +0,3 

\  +0.1 

.  Savannah 

\  -0.4  : -1.2 

i  +0,6 

:  3/ 

0 

1  +1,0 

1  +0.2 

Washington,  D.  C. 

:  -0,2  -:-l.l 

:  +1.1 

■  "  3/ 

0 

:  +2.3 

?  0 

East  South  Central: 

r 

f 

B  irmingham 

f  -1.3  -3.3 

l  +0.2 

!  0 

?  0 

i  +1.9 

f  0 

West  South  Central: 

;  '  \ 

1 

7 

J 

.  c  .  f 

Houston 

--  +o.i  Uo;2 

+  0,  / 

+0  *4 

0 

+0.2 

0 

Mountain;.  \ 

9  f 

2 

i 

- 

Denver  * 

■»»•  •  •  • 

o 

i 

o 

.  - 

VjTi 

:  +1.5 

\  3/ 

.  •  0  ••  • 

:  +0.6 

1  0 

Pacific ; 

i  \ 

i 

Los  Angeles 

:  +0.3  +0.2'' 

l  +1.1 

§  3/ 

l  •  0 

+  2*7 

0 

San  Francisco 

f  +0,4  +o,6 

i  +0.7 

H  0 

0 

f  +o*4 

1  ■  0 

Seattle 

+0*2  - + 0  *  1 

:  +1+ 

'-0.4 

0 

l  +1.2 

0 

* 


Percent  changes  based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage  earners 
and  lower-salaried  workers, in  large  cities*. 


l/  Based  oh  prices  for  ^6  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  nearest  the  lEth 
2/  Based  on  rents  in  20  largo  cities  in  September  1944  and  assuming  no 

.  rents  in  cities  not  surveyed  in  September.  See  note  at  end  of  text. 
5/  Lata  not  available*  See  note  at  end  of  text* 


of  the  month 
change  in 


1 


* 


Table  3. 


M  ‘  )  M 


Her 


for 


Sep  to..  ^or 


COST  GF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Percent  Cbanpos  Since  Aug.  15,  1939,  Jan.  1,  1941  and  other  specified  Bates*- 


1  Sept. 

Area  and  City 

I  Sept. 

1  A' 

to 

15, 

1943;  Aug.  15,  1939,  Jan.  1,  19a 
to  i  to 

1944-  Sept.  15,1944’ Sept,  15, 19a 

May  15,1942 
to 

Sept. 15, 1944 

Sept. 15,1942 
to 

Sept. 15, 1944 

Average:'  Large  Cities 

l 

4.1 

/28.3  j- 

45.5 

/9.X  j 

/7.4 

New  England: 

Boston 

: 

/2.4 

/27.0  ;• 

44.4 

/8.7 

/6.1 

Manchester 

7 

4.8  , 

/31.9 

48.7 

/9.0 

/7.3 

Portland,  Maine  ' 

: 

/2.3 

/ 28.9 

/27.1 

/S.l 

/6.1 

Middle  Atlantic; 

\ 

- 

Buffalo 

K 

A.  3 

49.0 

/24.7 

4.5 

4.5 

New  York 

•: 

/2.S 

/28.4  - 

4  5. -3 

/12.2 

/9.3 

Philadelphia 

§ 

4.4 

fa&./+ 

A  6  .*6 

/9.5 

/7.4 

Pittsburgh 

f 

/2.S  : 

/30.0 

/2o.-4 

/lo,4 

4.9 

Scranton 

?. 

/3.1 

/30.2 

/26.0 

/10.1 

4.5 

East  North  Central: 

r 

r 

Chicago 

/1.9 

/27.S  ;■ 

A4*6 

/8.2 

/7.5 

Cincinnati 

f 

/2.1 ' 

49.3  ; 

46,8 

/9.0 

/7.0 

Cleveland 

f 

A  *6 

/30.4 

47.'8 

/$  .8 

/9.0 

Detroit 

*: 

/2.4 

49.3  • 

46. ’1 

/7.2 

/7.6 

Indianapolis 

? 

4 .3 

4  0.2 

45.-1 

/7.3  : 

•  /7.1 

Milwaukee 

? 

4.4 

/28.1 

/25v3 

fa.  6 

•-  /7.8 

West  North  Central: 

r 

1  .  - 

7  7 

Kansas  City  . 

r 

$.5 

46.1  ‘ 

fab ‘.3 

/8.9  . i 

4.4 

Minneapolis 

| 

4.3  ■ 

43.0  ; 

/20.4 

4.6 

/5.0 

St.  Louis 

/2tl  ' 

44-° 

/S.3 

■  /7.4 

South  Atlantic:  *  : 

\ 

.  »  t 

Atlanta  •  *  ■ 

z 

4.0  ! 

49.7  i 

-  47.4:. 

/10.8 

A. 4 

Baltimore 

\ 

/l.3 

/29 .4  9 

/26.8 

/s.o  - 

/6.6 

Jacksonville 

[ 

/!.? 

/36.1  • 

-  /31.6 

/12.5 

/10.4 

Norfolk 

‘ 

-0.4 

/33.5 

/29^S 

/S.l 

4.0 

Richmond 

v. 

4.1  i 

/25.S 

/23'.S 

/7.4 

4.2 

Savannah 

E 

/2.0 : 

fai.l 

/33:2 

■  /11.7-  : 

/10.6 

Washington,  D.C. 

... 

/1.1 

/26.6 

44.9 

4.8 

fa.6 

East  South  Central i 

.. 

" 

Birmingham 

i 

4. 9 . 

/32.0 

/28.0 

4.5 

/9.4 

Memphis 

A* .  4 

/33.1 

/30.5 

/II  .3 

/9.1 

v  Mobile 

/l.G 

/31.2 

A  44  9 

/9.0 

4.0 

West  South  Central: 

' 

Houston 

* 

/1.2 

43.9 

A2.4 

/7.4  : 

4.8 

New  Orleans 

~ 

4.3  , 

/32.4 

49.6 

Al.7 

fa.  6 

Mountaih: 

j 

, 

- 

Denver 

5 

4.7 

/26.7 

/24.9 

.  A « c  ■ 

/6.6 

Pacific: 

: 

Los  Angeles 

! 

/2.1  i 

47.4 

44.9 

4,4 

4.2 

Portland,  Or eg. 

7 

4.2  : 

/31.7 

/29.2 

fa.  3 

4.5 

-  San  Francisco 

4.4  ' 

/30.8 

/27.6 

Ac.  5 

/7.4 

Seattle 

A*6 

49.5 

/27.2 

fa. 2 

4.9 

*  These  percent  changes  arc  based  on  indexes  of  tho  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 


Table  1+.  -  6  -  Report  for  Sept*  15,  1914+ 

COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Percent  Change  Between  June  15,  191+1+  and  Sept*  15,  19 1+1+  by  Groups* 


Area  and  City 

All 

items 

Food 

i 

Clothing  j 

} 

Rent 

Fuel, 

;  electricity 
and  ice 

House- 
fur  ni  sh- 
ings 

j  Mis- 
cclla 
noous 

Average;  Large  CitLe, 

+0.9 

+1.0  1/ 

/  +2.5 

+0.1  2/  +0.2 

+1.7 

+0.6 

New  England; 

Bo  ston 

+1.2 

+1.9 

+2.1+ 

3/ 

0 

+1.1 

+0.1+ 

Manchester 

+1.7 

+2.5 

+1.5 

+0.1 

+1 .1+ 

+6.3 

+.0.7 

Portland,  Maine 

+0.9 

+1.9 

+1.7 

+0 . 1 

-0.2 

-2.1+ 

0 

Middle  Atlantic; 

Buffalo 

+0.6 

+0.1 

+2.9 

3/ 

0 

+0 .1+ 

+0.9 

Now  York 

+1.0 

+0.1). 

+3*5  ! 

+0.1 

+0.2 

+5.2 

+1.1+ 

Phi ladolphia 

+0.6 

+0.3 

+3.1* 

+0 . 1 

+0 . 1 

+1 .0 

+0.1 

Pittsburgh 

+1.1 

+1 .6 

+3  .o 

3/ 

'  -0.4 

+2.1 

-0.1 

Scranton 

+1.5 

+1.6 

+4.7 

j/ 

0 

+2.7 

+0.2 

East  North  Central; 

■  V  • 

Chicago 

+1 .0 

+1.1+ 

+2.8"  f 

3/ 

+0.1 

+0.8 

+0  .1+ 

Cincinnati 

-0.2 

-1.9 

+2 .8 

7/ 

+0.1 

+1.2 

+0.7 

Cleveland 

+1,2 

+1.1 

+2.2  ‘  j 

+0 . 1 

+0.3 

+0.9 

+1.7 

Detroit 

+0.6 

+0.8 

+2.2  •  ! 

+0.1 

-0.1 

+1.1 

+0.2 

Inddanapoli  s 

+1.1 

+1.3 

+1.7 

+0 . 1 

+0 . 1 

+1.2 

+1.1+ 

Milwaukee 

+0.1+ 

0 

+2.1+ 

0 

+0.3 

-0.1 

+0.i+ 

West  North  Central;' 

•  ■' 

Kansas  City 

+0.6 

+0 .3 

+3.8  *  ; 

■  3/ 

0 

+0.7 

0 

Minneapolis 

+0.3 

+0.5 

+0.6 

+0T1 

-1.7 

+1.3 

+0*7 

Sf*  Louis 

+0.7 

+0  .8,. 

+1.5  .  l 

+0.1 

0 

+0  .2 

+1.0 

South  Atlantic; 

- 

Atlanta. 

+1.2 

+1 .9 

+2.3  , 1 

0 

+0.1 

+1.0 

+0.5 

Baltimore  •  •• 

+0.2 

-0  .1). 

+1.6  i 

0 

+0 . 1 

+1.1+ 

+0 .2 

Jacksonville 

+1.8 

+3.6 

+2.0 

3/ 

0 

+0.7 

+0.2 

Norfolk 

+0.2 

-0.6 

+0 .9 

+073 

+1.4 

+1.6 

+0.6 

Ri chmond 

+0.6 

+0 . 1 

+1.6  A 

.  0. 

+1.1 

+4.5 

+0.2 

Savannah 

+1.0 

+1.7 

+1.3 

3/ 

+0 .2 

+1.4 

+0.7 

Washington,  D*  C. 

+0.3 

—0 . 1 

+1.6 

"7/ 

"  +0.1 

+2.3 

+0  .2 

East  South  Central; 

•  •! 

Birmingham 

+o.l+ 

+0.1+ 

+  1.1  . 

.  0 

-1.5 

+3.0 

+0.2 

Memphi  s 

+0.8 

+1.2' 

+0.6 

+0.1 

+0.2 

+0.3 

+1.1 

Mobile 

+1.7 

+3  .2 

+2.1+ 

+0.2 

-1.4 

•  +1.5 

+0.1 

West  South  Central; 

Houston 

+1.0 

+1 .9 

+1.2 

+0.3 

0 

+0  .8 

+0.1 

New  Orleans 

+2.1 

+1+.2 

+0.6 

3/ 

0 

0 

+0.3 

Mountain; 

Denver 

+0 .2 

-0.8 

+2.7 

3/ 

0 

+1.5 

+o.U 

Pacific ; 

. 

: 

Los  Angeles 

+0.9 

+1.6 

+  1.7 

3/ 

0 

+3.2 

+0.2 

Portland,  Oreg* 

+1.9 

+0.3 

+0.8 

7/ 

+26.6 

+0.3 

+1.3 

San  Francisco 

+0.5 

+0.6 

+1.7 

TJ 

0 

+0.9 

+0.5 

Seattle 

+0.9 

+0.9 

+2.8 

-0.2 

+1.1+ 

+1 .1). 

+0.2 

*  These  percent  changes  arc  based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 


earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  in  largo  cities*  .v  ; 

l/  Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  nearest"  the  15th  of  the  month. 
2/  Based  on  rents  in  20  largo  cities  in  September  19 14+  and  assuming  no  change  in 
rents  in  cities  not  surveyed  in  September.  See  note  at  end  of  text* 

3/  Data  not  available.  See  note  at  end  of  text. 


Table  5 


-  7  -  Report  for  September  15,  1944 

COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Indexes,  1935-39  r  10C.0* 

(Some  indexes  for. July  and  August  revised) 


City  and  Date 

.  \  All 
■  items 

- 

Food 

;Clo thing 

;Pent 

Fuel,  ■  House- 

eloctricity  furnish- 
and  ice  ings 

|  Mi  s- 
i  cel la¬ 
ne  ous 

Average?  Large  Cities; 

| 

* 

• 

2 

July  15 

126*1 

S 

137.4 

1/ 

138.3 

1108.2  2 /  109.7 

;  138.7 

1  122.0 

August  15 

126.4 

f 

137.7 

17 

139.4 

|l08. 2  2/  109.8 

I  139.3 

:  122.3 

September  15 

126.5 

7 

137.0  1/ 

141.4 

0.08,2  2/  109.8 

=  140.7 

!  122.4 

New  England: 

f 

r 

Bo  ston: 

.{ 

* 

c 

r. 

z 

July  15 

1  122.4 

151..  9 

136.1 

5  5  /  A 

120.0 

1  133.0 

l  116.4 

August  15 

122.8 

* 

132.2 

7 

137.5 

3/  •' 

120.0 

f  134.0 

1  116.9 

September  15 

,  123.3 

| 

132.9 

| 

139.2 

:  i/ 

120.0 

f  134.3 

1  116.9 

Manchester: 

- 

■f 

V 

:•  h 

7 

July  15 

3/ 

I 

135.3 

* 

3/ 

1  3/  \ 

1 25 . 6 

l  3/ 

:  3/ 

August  15 

1  'V 

135.0 

\ 

5/ 

i  y  , 

127.4 

)  3/ 

i  3/ 

September  15 

I  129.0 

z 

134.2 

r 

143. 8 

a 08.0  5 

127.4 

•  145.2 

1  121.4 

Portland,  Maine* 

i 

\ 

c  ft 

*  t 

:: 

July  15 

l  3/ 

f 

135.1 

— 

\  ■i/  ! 

119.2 

=  3/ 

S  3/ 

August  15 

i  3/ 

•  / 

136.5 

t 

if 

;  V  i 

119.1 

!  3/ 

1,  3/ 

September  15 

125.2 

% 

133.6 

i 

r 

141.2 

a 06. 7  I 

119.0 

r  135.6  . 

120.8 

Middle  Atlantic* 

r 

1 

jr 

Buffalo : 

7 

z 

T 

*• 

i 

July  15 

126.6 

\ 

135,0 

l 

136.0 

i  s/  f 

106.9 

\  141.8 

)  125.4 

August  15 

;  126.3 

r 

134.0 

z 

136.7 

.is/  : 

106.9 

r  141.9 

i  125.7 

September  15 

:  127.1 

- 

134.8 

r. 

139.4 

f  3/ 

106.9 

I  142.2 

!  126.2 

New  York: 

r 

7 

\ 

l 

July  15 

;  126.5 

\ 

158.1 

2 

142.8 

103.4  : 

113.7 

f  127.9 

^ 124.3 

August  15 

127.2 

\ 

138.9 

* 

144.3 

102.4  1 

113.8 

f  128.5 

\ 125.3 

September  15' 

:  127.1 

I 

137.3 

r 

147.4 

105.5 

113.8 

\  133.9 

1 125.6 

Philadelphia: 

1 

r 

r  ; 

July  15 

■  124.9 

■: 

134.8 

: 

138.9 

106.7  ! 

109.0 

1  158.1 

i 119.6  . 

August  15 

:  125.5 

136.1 

*■ 

139.5 

106.7 

109.0 

\  138.7. 

i 119.7 

September  15 

*  125.6 

134.9 

R 

143.2 

106.6  • 

109.1 

I  0-39.1 

r=  119.8 

Pitt  s burgh: 

,  i  '■■■■. 

\ 

-  i 

July  15 

126.9 

i 

136.7 

i 

155,2 

.1  3/ 

112.4 

1  134.3 

iH9.0 

August  15 

,  127. S 

- 

138.7 

* 

157.4 

;  */  i 

112.0 

135.0 

119.0 

September  15 

127.9 

138.0 

159.  .4 

?  3/ 

112.0 

r  136.5 

\ 118.9 

Scranton: 

July  15 

3/ 

158 . 6 

3/ 

}  3/  j 

111.0 

i  3/ 

3/ 

August  15 

:  :  3/ 

138.8 

3/ 

;  V  - 

111.0 

i  3/ 

i 

September  15  ' 

1 125.0 

138.1 

r 

14*4.  8 

:  3/ 

111.0 

1  141.9 

hll.S 

East  North  Central: 

*? 

it 

'  2 

7 

Chi cago  * 

i 

T  : 

$ 

z  ■ 

July  15 

: 126.2 

138.6 

■  - 

132.3 

?■/ 

105. 1 

f  138.8 

1119.8 

August  15 

.  1125.7 

- 

137.1 

133.2 

1 

105.1 

•'  139.0 

1119.8  .■ 

September  15  ' 

;  126.1 

137.3 

135.7 

•  3/ 

105.2 

r:  139.8 

1 119 • 8 

Cincinnati : 

- 

7 

: 

July  15 

; 127.1 

139.2 

5 

137.6 

:  3  /  \ 

106.0 

1  143.4 

■122.7 

August  15 

126.5 

156.8 

138.8 

!  V  - 

106.1 

;  144.6 

1123.3 

September  15  * 

126.3 

135.8 

- A— 

140.8 

)  W  : 

106.1 

;  144.7 

{123.4 

8 


Table  5  (Continued) 


Report  for  September  15,  1944 


( Some 


COST  OF  LIVING  Ill  LARGE  CITIES 

Indexes, ' 1935-39  -  100.0* 
indexe  s  for  July  and  August  Re  vised) 


City  and  Date 


Cleveland* 

July  15 
■  August  15 
September  15 
Detroit: 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 
Indianapolis: 
Julv  15 

«y 

August  15 
September  15 
Mi lwaukee ; 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 
West  North  Central: 
Kansas  City: 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 
Minneapolis: 

July  15 
Augu  st  15 
September  15 
St.  Louis: 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 
South  Atlantic: 
Atlanta: 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 
Baltimore* 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 
Jacksonville* 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 
Norfolk; 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 


All 

items 

Food 

•  Clothing  - 

Re  nt 

;  Fuel, 

•electricity 
[  and  i  ce 

Housc- 
furni sh- 
ings 

f  Mis- 
I  cel la 

neous 

130.5 

i  144. 6 

139.7  i 

115.7 

115.0 

:  139.0 

121.1 

130.6 

•144.3 

140.6  | 

115.7 

115.3 

;  139.5 

!  121.6 

130.4 

142.8 

142.4  j 

115.8 

115.3 

{  139.7 

j  121.9 

127.9 

136.5 

136.5  ! 

114.7 

112.3 

1  141.5 

1  128.0 

127.3 

134.4 

138.2  i 

114.7 

:i  112.3 

!  141.6 

i  128.0 

127.4 

.134.0 

139.1 

3, 14. ,8 

112.3 

142.6 

!  128.4 

3 /  A34.6 

3/  134.4 

127.6  1134.3 


3/  '  V 

3/  :  3/  : 

136.4  :  115.7  ' 


112.2 

112.2 

112.2 


150.0 


y 

y 

124.  0 


3/  137.4 

3/  136.4 

124.3  '135.5 


3/  3/  109.7 

3/  ;  3/  f  109.7 

133.4  1  108,3  1  109.9 


y 

2/ 


142.6 


3/ 

3/ 

118.4 


124.2 

132.5  | 

134.7 

i  s/  ; 

110.2 

!  127.3 

-  124.9 

123.9 

131.2  I 

136.1 

!  3/  ; 

110.2 

;  127.7 

125.0 

124.3 

130.9  f 

139.9 

|  1/  : 

110.2 

;  127.8 

J  125.0 

123.0 

131.3  j 

135.7 

: 110.3  j 

104.9 

;  132.5 

;  121.3 

122.7 

130.5  i 

135.9 

;  110.3 

103.1 

132.5 

121.6 

122.6 

129.7  f 

136.5 

:  iic.4 

103.1 

f  134.2 

122.0 

125.7 

141.9  : 

137.7 

106.0  : 

107.2 

j  125.9 

;  ii8.3 

125.2 

140.1  ; 

138.4 

106.0  ; 

107.2 

J  125,9 

V  118.4 

125.2 

139.8  : 

139.7 

i  106.1 

107.2 

126.0 

r  H8.4 

3/ 

3/ 

127.1 

138. 1 

139.2  •: 
137.6  l 

3/ 

3/ 

137.2 

;  3/ 

3/  • 

1 106.7 

114.5 

114.5 

114.6 

3/ 

3/ 

:  132.6 

?  3/ 

3/ 
126.5 

128.3 

128.6 

127.7 

143.1  1; 

143.5  ' 

140.7 

144.0 

145.3 

145.9 

•  106.4  ; 
106.4  ; 
j 106.4 

108.9 

108.9 

109.0 

i  145.7 
|  146.3 
;  146.7 

'  120.7 
120.7 
’  120.8 

3/ 

3/ 

134.1 

144.8  ; 

148.9  ' 

148.1  : 

3/ 

3/ 

139.8 

:  3/  f 

3/ 

2/ 

114.2 

114.2 

114.2 

i  3/ 

3/ 

150.1 

i  .  3/ 

:  3/ 

;  131.7 

3/ 

3/ 

130.6 

143.2 
144.8  I 
141.1 

3/ 

•  .3/ 

140.7 

2/ 

2/  f 
: 108.9 

117.8 

119.5 

119.5 

3/ 

3/ 

:  143.0 

i  y 

2/ 

129.2 

Table  5  (Continued) 


City  and  Date 


Richmond^ 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 
Savannah* 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 
Washington,  D,  C.  * 
July  15 
August  15 
September  15 
East  South  Central* 
Birmingham* 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 
Memphi s  * 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 
Mobile* 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 
West  South  Central* 
Houston* 

July  15 
Augu  st  15 
September  15 
New  Orleans* 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 
Mountain*- 
Denver* 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 
Pacific* 

Los  Angeles* 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 


~  S  -  Report  for  September 

COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Indexes,  1935-39  -  100.0* 

(Some  Indexes  for  July  and  August  Revised) 


|  All  Food 
§  items  I 


3  |  Fuel, 

01  o thing  Rent  'electricity 

;  and  ioe 


House- 
furni sh- 
ings 


I  3/  |  134.4 

3/  |  136.6 

|  125,3  \  134.1 


i  134.8 

:  152.9 

I  135.6 

I  154.7 

j  135.1 

f  152.8 

|  124,3 

?  134.9 

f  125.0 

\  136.7 

|  124.8 

j  135.2 

1  150.1 

;  1  1 1 »  4 

1 131.7 

i  1 45.4 

\  130.0 

|  140.3 

I  3/ 

J  146.1 

I  3/ 

i  14S.3 

i  130, 2 

f  146.5 

I  3/ 

\  144.4 

I  3/ 

l  147,1 

f 129,4 

l  146,6 

I 124,3 

}  137.0 

:  124,7 

i  137.8 

|  124.8 

j  137.5 

\  3/ 

i  149.6 

i  3/ 

;  152.7 

:  132.0  153.1 


i 

1 126,0 

■:  140.6 

-124,9 

•:  137.1 

: 124.9 

136.4 

\  126.6 

136.5 

} 127.6 

141.x 

; 128.0 

l  141.4 

V 

1  3/ 

y 

i  v 

141.8 

f  103,9 

139.8 

L  3/  : 

140.7 

;  V  \ 

141.6 

1  1/  : 

146,9 

1  3 /  ! 

147.3 

I  3/  1 

140.9 

•  y  \ 

loo » 5 

■'  122,5  \ 

139,6 

122.5  f- 

139.8 

122.5 

y 

1  3/  ! 

1/ 

1  I/  • 

146. 0 

■  116.1  ; 

3/ 

si  f 

l  3/  ] 

y 

?  3/  j 

136.8 

I  114.7  ! 

135.7 

•  109.3  1 

136.3 

; 109.2  f 

137.3 

i  10S.6  } 

3/ 

•  3 /  i 

3/ 

3/  i 

133.1 

-  V  l 

130.1 

\  3/  f 

131.1 

1  3/  v 

133.1 

j  y  r 

137.5 

1  3/  ! 

138.1 

i  3/  i 

139,6 

:  3/  i 

107.4 

j 

3/ 

108.6 

3/ 

108.6 

i 

140.8 

111.8 

£■ 

138.1 

112,0 

i: 

138,4 

112.0 

139,8 

108,8 

•  .  z 

134.6 

108.9 

i 

134.6 

108.9 

£. 

137,7 

104,0 

f 

134,9 

104,2 

= 

136.3 

104,2 

= 

138.9 

105.2 

i 

3/ 

105.2 

I 

w 

105.4 

f 

138.5 

104.5 

- 

3/ 

104.5 

j. 

Jy 

102.9 

1 

144.9 

91.1 

127,8 

91.1 

I 

127.8 

91.1 

L 

128,1 

104,4 

| 

3/ 

104.4 

3/ 

104,4 

: 

129.3 

104.1 

§ 

143,4 

r — < 

• 

o 

1 — 1 

§ 

144.4 

104.1 

r 

145.3 

92.5 

132.6 

92.5 

£ 

132.9 

92,5 

: 

136,5 

15,  1944 


I  Mi  s- 
i  cella- 
f  neous 


l  3/ 

!  11^.2 


129.1 
t  129.1 
|  129.4 

I  125.7 
l 126.0 
l  126.0 


!  124.4 
i  124,4 
f 124,4 

f  3/ 

f  1/ 

l 119,3 


i  y 

\  3/ 

: 119.5 


122.8 
; 122.9 
122.9 


y 

3/ 


118,2 


120.6 

120.6 

120,6 


125,2 

125.2 

125.2 


Table  5  (Co nt i nu o d ) 
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Report  for  September  15,  1944 


COST  OF  LIVING-  I N  LARGE  CIT  IE S 
Indexes,  1935-59  =  100.0* 

(Some  Indexes  for  July  'and  August  Revised) 


:  \  '  =  l  |  Fuel,  )  House-  A Mi s- 

City  and  Date  l  All  f  Food  :  Clothing  j.  Rent  Electricity  j  furnish-  |  colla- 

I  items  i .  F . "  |  I  and  ice  §'  ings  J"  nodus' 


Portland,  Oregon; 
July  15" 

August  15 
September  15 
San  Francisco: 
July  15 
August  15 
September  15 
Seattle; 

July  15 
August  15 
September  15 


3/ 

146. 

2 

u  .  . 

3./ 

.  j 

3/ 

i 

116.6 

i 

1/ 

3/ 

z 

145. 

3 

f 

3/ 

_ i 

3/ 

i 

116.6 

1 

A 

131.8 

| 

144. 

c> 

O 

r* 

141.3 

,  y 

I 

116.6 

137.3 

129.3 

1 

142. 

4 

l 

.  I 

137.0 

106.3 

)  ■ 

92.6 

— 

137.6 

129.4 

§ 

142. 

4 

137.8 

I 

106.3 

1 

92.6 

■- 

138.1 

129.9 

r 

143. 

3 

■> 

138.8 

106.3 

| 

92.6 

* 

138.7 

129.5 

i 

141. 

0 

V 

I  ' 

130 . 4 

i 

111.6 

5 

102.4 

i: 

129.2 

129.7 

I  ' 

141. 

6 

139.7 

111.7 

? 

103.5 

I 

129.4 

129.9 

141. 

7 

\ 

141.6 

* 

111.3 

4 

103.5  '■ 

131.0 

s  y 

•  3/ 

|  126.0 

\  129.8 
l  129.8 
|  129.8 

|  130.6 
:  130.6 
'  130.6 


.  .  —  •  .  *  , 

*'  These  indexes  are  based  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods. purchased  by  wage  earner: 

and  lower- salaried  workers' in  large  cities-. 

l/  Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  15th  of  the 

~  . month.  •• 

2/  Based  on  rents  in’ 20  large  cities, in  September  1944  and  assuming  no  change,  in 
rents  in  cities  not  surveyed  in  September.  See  note  at  end  of  text. 

3/  Data  not  available. 
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Table  6*  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  -Combined  l/ 


Indexes, 

.  1933-39  = 

100 

Commodity  Group 

i  2/sept.  1* 

19141. 

-  .  Aug.  15  ?i 

1943  ; 

Sept,  14 

1942 

Sept.  15 

t  1941 

Jan.  14 

i  1939 

?Aug.  15 

All  foods 

f  137.0 

f  137.7  j 

1374  | 

126.6 

j  97.8 

93.5 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

108.7 

!  108 .5  i 

108.2  ! 

105-.4 

!  94.9 

1  95.4 

Meats 

129.0 

.  129.0  ! 

129.9  \ 

130.6 

101.1 

95.7 

Beef  and  veal 

II8.3 

I  118.6  i 

118. 9  i 

126.0 

i  109.4 

99.6 

Pork 

112.2 

1  112.0  I 

114.0  -■ 

124.0 

1  86.1 

f  88.0 

Lamb 

134.6 

i  134.7  1 

154.9  i 

133.7 

1  98.7 

I  98.8 

Chickens 

149*3 

j  149.8  f 

47.5  ; 

133.7 

f  97.2 

1  94*6 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

.200.4 

f  19S. 0  ? 

208. 5  f 

168.2 

1  118. 7 

1  99.6 

Dairy  products 

133*6 

i  135.6  ? 

133.5  1 

127.7 

i  105.I 

1  93.1 

Eggs 

i  168.0 

=  1594  [ 

177  .-5  I 

155.2 

!  974 

I  90.7 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

169.9 

175.7fl 

I67.O  1 

129.7 

?  93*3 

92.4 

Fr  e  sh 

1  1794 

186,73/; 

175.8  f 

130.3 

934 

92.8 

Canned 

1  1294 

l  129.3“*  f 

130.0  I 

123.8 

S  91.4 

1  91.6 

Dried 

165.2 

..  \  I65.O 

159.6  1 

143  4 

=  99.6 

1  90.3 

Beverages 

!  124.3 

:  124.3 

■125*2  i 

123*8 

?  90.9 

i  94.9 

pats  and  oils 

123.0 

;  122.7 

126.5  i 

120..  7 

■  80.3 

■  84.5 

Sugar  and  sweets 

r  126.3 

1  126.5  6 

126.8  i 

127.0 

1  95.3 

;  95.6 

19U3,  with  the  necessary  adjustments  for  maintaining  comparability.  At  the 
time  tho  number  of  foods  in  the  index  was  increased  from  54  to  6l. 

2/  Preliminary, 

3/  Revised o 


March 

same 


Table  6-A  -  Percent  Change 


Commodity  Croup 


Aug.  15  |  Sept c  lie  [  Sept,  .15  \  Jan.  lli  |  Aug.  15 

..  f  1944  I  19u3  t  194-2  j  19^1  I  1939 

j  H  .  "k°  I  '  to  |  tO 

r.  Sept n  12  i  Sept,  12  I  Sopt.,  12  I  Sept. 12  f  Sept,  12 

 ^-944  i  19I1I4.  f  1944  :  I9ilu  l  1944 


All  foods  *  <  ■ 

■  § 

- 

0.5 

E 

- 

0.3 

‘  % 

+  8.2 

1 

+40.1 

1 

+46.5 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

E 

+ 

.2 

E 

+ 

•5 

r 

+  3.1 

2 

+  14.5 

E 

+16.4 

Meats  i-  ■ 

•  "  l 

0 

; 

- 

.7 

i: 

—  1.2 

1 

+27.6 

H 

+34.8 

Beef  and  veal 

-  1 

- 

•*.3 

f 

- 

.5 

i 

-  6.1 

E 

+  8*1 

r 

+18.8 

Pork 

z 

+ 

,2 

I 

- 

1.6 

7 

-  9.5 

E 

+30.3 

§ 

+27.5 

Lamb 

•  r 

’  ,1 

= 

- 

.2 

+  .7 

E 

+36.4 

6 

+36.2 

Chickens 

- 

‘  r3 

1 

+ 

1.2 

+11,7 

E 

+53.6 

i 

+57.8 

Fish,  fresh  and- canned 

+ 

•1.2 

- 

3.9 

£ 

+19.1 

§ 

+68 .8 

z 

+101.2 

Dairy,  products  ■ 

’  : 

0 

: 

+ 

.1 

? 

+  4.6 

J 

+27  •  1 

£ 

+43  *5 

Eggs  „  ... 

|  ' 

+ 

5.4 

r 

- 

5.4 

% 

+  8.2 

J. 

+72.5 

£ 

+85.2 

Fruits  end  vegetables 

- 

3.3 

| 

+ 

1.7 

+31.0 

r 

+82.1 

| 

+83.9 

Fresh 

i 

- 

3.9 

r 

+ 

2.0 

+37.7 

E 

+92.1 

§ 

+93.3 

Canned 

-  f 

+ 

.1 

E 

- 

«5 

_ 

+  4.5 

E 

+4l  .6 

§ 

+4i  «3 

Dried 

: 

+ 

ol 

E 

+ 

3.5 

; 

+15.2 

+65.9 

r 

+82.9 

Beverages 

i 

0 

j 

- 

.7 

£ 

+  .4 

I 

+36.7 

+31.0 

Fats  and  oils 

r 

+ 

.2 

£ 

- 

2.8 

+  1.9 

£ 

+53.2 

: 

+45.6 

Sugar  and  sweets 

- 

.2 

- 

.4 

.6 

+32.5 

§ 

+32.1 

12  -* 


Table  7  ~  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Largo  Citios  - 
by  Groups  of  Foods 


l 

Percent  Change  -  Aug 

>  15,  : 

19bh  to  Sept.  12,  1944 

\ 

^Cereal  s-:  j 

i  Fruits:  Fats  \ 

Sugar 

Region  and  City 

|  All 

i  and  :  Meats  [ 

Dairy 

!  Eggs 

?  and  Bev-  1  and  1 

and 

-  foods 

•bakery  j 

products-: 

:  vcg.  erages£  oils  \i 

sweets 

United  States 

1  -0.5 

i  +0 .2  1  0.0  \ 

0o0 

§  +5*4 

l  —  3 *3  3  0.0  -f  +0.2: 

-0.2 

New  England; 

2  ~  £ 

| 

1  ?  j  c 

Boston 

\  +  .5 

•  +  *5  i  -  *4  ; 

-  .1 

U3.1 

I +1.6  :  0  i  -  .3 ; 

-  .5 

Bridgeport 

f  0 

10  £  -  .2 

0 

•I  +3*9 

I -1.3  i  0  1  -  .61 

+  c5 

Fall  River 

f  +  .1 

--  +  a  i  —  .2  I 

+  .1 

\  +5.7 

6“ 1*5  -  +  d  :  +  .1  = 

-  .9 

Non Chester 

1  -  .6 

i  0  :  +  .2  s 

+  .1 

i  +6.2 

-  -5.2  £  0  1  0 

-  .8 

Now  Haven 

i  +  .2 

0  :  0 

-  .1 

+3.2 

|+  .2  !  -  .5  ;  -  .2' 

4-  .7 

Portland,  Maine 

!  -2el 

i  +  .1  •  -  .4  1 

+  .2 

l  +2.2 

-lo«9  s  0  0 

0 

Providence 

1  -  .7 

j  -  .1  -  .1  | 

+  .2 

f  +5.2 

|  —4.2  l  -  .1  l  -  .2 . 

-  .6 

Middle  Atlantic; 

I 

j  f  | 

f  ’  |  r 

Buffalo 

:  +  .6 

i.  ~  *3  i 

-  ol 

i  +3 .9 

i +1«5  ^ “  *1 f  0 

0 

Newark 

l  +  .1 

t  -  .1  F-i.o  I 

-  .2 

I  +4*9 

;  +  .2  —  . 2  3  +  . 6 : 

-  .1 

New  York 

i  — 1 .2. 

C  o  I  +  .5  f 

0 

f  +5*6 

1  -6.4  0  :  -  .2: 

-  .2 

Philadelphia 

•f  -  *9 

1  +  .3  l  -  .3  1 

+  .3 

+6.9 

i  -5 #8  0  1  +  .3  i 

-  .2 

Pittsburgh 

i  -  o 

I  -  .3  !  -  Jk  1 

-  .2 

:  +7.9 

:-3.2  -  .2  |  +  .5: 

-  .1 

Rochester 

I  +  .6 

I  -  .1  ?  +  .4  i 

-  .1 

+3.8 

+1 .4  r  +  cl:  —  .  1  • 

+  ©2 

Scranton 

|  -  .5 

+  a  ;  -  .5  § 

-  .k 

j  +6.3 

f- 3*1  ;  +  «4  j  0 

0 

East  North  Central; 

,  ” 

;  =  1 

;  ’  :  '  1’ 

Chicago 

■  I  +  a 

o  -'  +  .4  ! 

0 

>  +5.4 

h  -  *9  ;  +  .1  :  +  ,4 

-  .1 

Cincinnati 

t  -  *7 

0  £  -1.0  f 

0 

+6.7 

I-3*o  0  I+1.7  i 

-1.6 

Cleveland 

i  -1.0 

-  .1  f  -  .3 

-  .4 

+6.7 

—<4.3  0  3  +  .6 

-  .1 

Columbus,  Ohio 

-  ;6 

0  I  0 

0 

+3o9 

1-5.2  .  0  l+1.5i 

-  .2 

Detroit 

f  -  -3 

r  +  .3  ^  0 

-  .1 

+5.8 

: —2.8  +  .1  :  +  .2 

0 

Indianapolis 

j  -  .i 

-  .2  ;  -i.o  \ 

0 

+3*1 

—  .1  :.  +  .1:4-  .1. 

-  .2 

Milwaukee 

-  .7 

-  .3  -  .2  £ 

0 

+6.3 

”3  •  /  +  .1  0 

0 

Peoria 

£-  -  .4 

o  !  -  .7 

0 

i  +3.6 

;  -1.1  ■  -  a  !  -  .5! 

-  .3 

Springfield,  Ill. 

l  ° 

■  +  oil  .  £  —  »p 

-  .1 

+8 . 1 

f-  .7  j"  .3  |  -  .1} 

+  .2 

West’ North  Central; 

: 

•j  ::  i 

-  ’•  a 

Cedar  Rapids 

f  -  .1 

0  ;  —  .1  | 

-  a 

+1*7 

—  o7  +  ol  ;  +  ©4 

-  .2 

Kansas  City 

-  .2 

:  +  *1  -  !  +  .4 

-  a 

:  +5.5 

?  -3.2  0  1  -  .1  £ 

-  a 

Minneapolis 

:  -  .6 

+  .2  . f  +  *2  } 

0 

i  +  06 

:  -3.3  i  0  i  -  .li 

0 

Omaha 

i  +  .a 

?  0  J  -0 

-  .1 

+  1  *4 

i  -  .1  !  0  |  +  .1 

0 

St.  Louis 

■  -  .2 

+  .  1  .  =  -  .  1  : 

+  .i 

+6.7 

;  —2*5  :  —  :  +1.2 

-1.2 

St.  Paul 

-  »5 

+  o 1  ;  —  .1 

-  a 

:  +  .8 

-  -2.6  :  +  .5  i  0 

0 

Wichita 

f  -  .5 

j  +  .2  |  -  .1 

0 

+6.8 

i  -4.2  |  +1.1  \  0 

-  .8 

i  ' 
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Table  7  -  Ho  tail  Pood  Coots  in  Largo  ditto; 
by  Groups  of  roc  dr? 


(cont*  d) 


Region  and  City 

i'  j  So?uth  Atlantic: 
Atlanta 
Baltimore 
Charleston,  S.C. 
Jacksonville 

•  Norfolk  ' 

■  Richmond* 

•  Savannah 
'  Washington,  D.C. 

•  Winston-Salem 

East  South  Central* 
Birmingham 

•  Jackson  '  l/ 

-  Knoxville”* 

Loui sville 
Nemphi s  ‘ 

•Nobile  ' 

West  South  Central: 
Dallas 

< .  < 

Houston 
•Little  Rock 
New  Orleans 

Noun  tain: 

Butte 
Denver 

Salt  Lake  City 

Pacific: 

Los  Angelos 
Portland,  Orcg. 

San  Prancisco 
Seattle 


Percent 


:e 


All 

foods 


Cereals 

and  :  Neats 


-  Aug#  15,  1944  to  Septa  12,  191)4 


-1.2 


-  -5 


-3-5 


0 


-  .4 


*3  .  I 


Dairy  ;  Eggs 
.  product  si 


Fruits-  Fats  jSugar 

and  Bcv-  and ;  and 
vog.  craves-'  oils  sweets 


l/  Data  not  yet  available  for  September. 


*  0*0 

i  0.0 

1+3-5 

•  -6.0 

-0.1  -0.1 :  -0.2 

-9 

:  ..a 

;  +5-1 

-7.1 

|  +  .2  1+  .7  ;  0 

-  .2 

%  % 

.  -  0 

;  +0.0 

I  -4.3 

.-  +  .1  +  *5:+  .2 

+1  •  0 

*  0 

:  -  .2 

[  +8.6 

1  -5.2 

,•  0  j  0  :  0 

+  .2 

•.  +4,4 

7-11.9 

l  °  10:0 

“-  .2 

•  •  0 

•  :  +7.0 

:  -9*8 

s  0  f  +  .  1  I  0 

.  -  .1 

-  *x 

i  +1.5 

:  -5.9 

?+  *1  /  +  -5  +  *4 

,  — 1  •  0 

»  0 

:  +6.4 

:  -3.8 

j  -  .2  ;  +  .2  f  +  .1 

-  .1 

-  .1 

+  11.4 

-7.4 

•-  0  +  .5  \  +  .2 

t  +  .1; 

+  .2 

+3.9 

-16.7 

i  0  1+  .4 .  0 

■m 

- 

- 

- 

-  (  ..  » 

+  -3 

0 

+10.6 

-4.8 

;  0 . + .4  ’  -  .1 

.  0 

0 

•?  +5-0 

-7.7 

i  0  j  +  .3  •;  +  .5 

;  +  -5 

t  .1 

•'  +1.6 

-5.5 

:  "  *5  :  +  •?  .  +  *1 

+  •  1 

0 

•  +7.3 

-4.1 

;’  +  •  1  0  \  0 

•  +1.2 

1  0 

+4*6 

-id. 5 

:  +1.6  i  0  0 

•  -  .3 

;  0 

;  +3  -id 

-1.7 

—  .2  i  +  .2;  +  .6 

1  0 

-•  .1 

■  +9-2  • 

-2.9 

I  0  1  -  .  1  0 

:  +  *9 

--  .1 

+2.2  ; 

-  .4 

;■  0  u  .1 1  -  .2 

-  .6 

0 

+6.3  : 

-2.1 

;  0  -  .1  ;  0 

f  -".1 

+  .1 

J  +7.9  i 

-2.9 

?  0  :  +  .2  ;  +  .2 

.2 

+  •  1 

+2.7 : 

•  ? 

+  #4 

r  0  r  +1.9  .  +  .2 

?  * 

:  +  .2 

i  -  .1 

r  +4.7  ; 

-1.3 

0  I  -  .1 !  +  .1 

•  --  .2 

+  .2 

•:  +  .7  r 

-1.3 

0  ? +  .1  (  -  .1 

•! 

a 

:  +7.1 . 

-  .4 

1 

• 

0 

O 

1  0 

0 

[  +4*7  1 

r  i 

-1.1 

—  • 1  i  0  ~  +  *3 

Table  8  •  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Largo  Cities  Combined 


Commodity 


Sept*  12 
19^1 
Average 
prices 


Aug.  15' 

1914-1.  to 
Sept. 12 

19W+ 


_ percent-  Change  , 

S opt.llj.  Sopt-l^ Jan .  II4 

19k5  to  -I9U2  to  ■  I9I4I  to 
Sept. 12  Scot. 12  v Sent*  12 

19144 


19141+ 


CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS: 
Cereals: 

Flour,  wheat  >  10  lb. 

Macaroni  lb. 

♦Wheat  cereal  28  oz« 

Com  flakes  8  oz. 

*  Corn  meal  •  lb. 

*Rice  n 

Rolled  oats  . ,f 

-.♦Flour,  pancake  20  oz. 

Bakery  products* 


Cents 


6k*b 

15*7 

23.2 

6.3 

6.3 

12.8 
IQ  .0 
12.2 


Aug.  15 

I939  to 
Sept,  12 

19W+ 


-0.3 

-  .6 

0 

-0 

0 

-  .8 

+1.0 

0 


+3.7 

0 

-  .9 
-1.5 

+6,8 
+  .8 
+1)4,9 
+13.1 


+18.6 

+11.3 

-  3.3 

-  7.1 

+2o  •  0 

+  2  .i|. 

+114.9 


1/ 


/ 


Bread,  white 

lb ,  ;  0,8 

l  0 

-1,1 

Broad,  whole  wheat 

”  ?  5.6 

.  0 

4  -1.0 

Broad,  rye 

|  9.9 

;  0 

-2.0 

Vanilla  cookies 

!  27-8 

■  -1.1 

?  **3.5 

Soda  crackers 

"  5  18,9 

r*- 

-  O 

+2.2 

MEATS : 

Beef : 

Round  steak 
Rib  roast 

<. ' 

Chuck  roast 
•  *8 tew  meat 
Liver 
Hamburger 
Veal : 


lb.  !  I4O.9 
"  !  32.9 
28.3 
30.6 

37.2 

27.3 


ft 

If 

It 

ft 


-  .7 

-  .6 

-  .7 
-1.3 

0 

-  .7 


-1J4 

-2.7 

-1.7 

-1.0 

+2.5 

-3.5 


+  1.1 
+  1.1 
+  2.1 
+  3.0 
+13 .9 


7.5 

5.2 

5*0 

1/ 

yy  / 

S' 


1/ 


+35.6 

+13.8 

-  1.3 

-  8,5 

+50,0 

+62,0 

+1-1.0.8 

1/ 

+12,8 

+10,3 
+  10,0 
+10,8 
+2o.O 


+  6.0 

+  l-L.lf- 

+13.1 

I 


Cutlets 

it 

14-4-7 

-1.1 

-2.U 

-  -18-6 

-  1.1 

♦Roast, boned  &  rolled 

ft 

35.1+ 

+1.1 

+  ,6 

1/ 

1/ 

Pork: 

«  V 

Chops 

tt 

1  37-3 

-  u 

;  -1.6 

:  -13.5 

+nG .2 

Bacon,  sliced 

n 

i  n>.9 

0 

•  -2.6 

0 

+38-9 

•  Ham,  sliced 

tt 

:  50-3 

:  -  .2 

-3.6 

-15.6 

+11,5 

Horn,  whole 

tt 

:  35-3 

1  0 

-1.9 

-  ?  .8  r 

+3h°l 

Sa.lt  pork  • 

tt 

?  22.1 

5  0 

r.  -2,6 

-  7.1  : 

+32,3 

♦Liver 

tt 

:  21.9 

:  0 

-  -1J4 

1/  : 

l/ 

♦Sausage 

tt 

:  38.2 

1  +  -3 

0 

;  1/ 

T/ 

♦Bologna,  big 

tt 

314.1 

i  G 

,  -1-2 

T/ 

1/ 

Lamb : 

Leg 

tt 

;  39.9 

!  -  -2. 

:  -  .7 

?  +  5.3  . 

+43.5 

Rib  chops 

tt 

r  I45.1 

j  - 

:  —2.0 

4  -  4.2  3 

+28 .9 

+79.9 

+12,1 

-  U#1 

—  7*1 

+57.5 

+70.7 

+I4O , 8 

1/ 

+12,8 
+  9.1 
+  7.6 

2/ 

*21.1 


+12.1+ 

+13.8 

+26,7 

1/ 

2/ 

V 

+  5.2 

1/ 

+20.7 

+34.5 

+  8.I4 

+28.8 

+43.9 

1/ 


¥ 


v 

+1-4+ *6 
+22.9 


IIOiEj  Data  arc  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  19l-i-3  and  on  56  cities  combined 
from  January  I9I4.3  to  date*. 

♦  Not  included  in  the  index. 

1/  Priced  for  first  time  in  February  19l;3  , 
w  Not  available. 
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Table  8  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Contfd) 


Commodity 


;  Cents 

-MEATS;  (Continued)  f 

-  Poul  try  r  V 

Roasting  chickens  2/  lb-,  |  1^4.6 

F'i  sh ;  ~  \ 

Fish  (fresh, frozen)  2/  lb.  l/ 
Salmon,  pink  16  "os.  can  ■  22\>9 
♦Salmon,  red  .  "  j.  1^0 


.Sept,  12  {  Aug,  15*" 
19kk  |  I9I4J4  to 

Average  J  Sept , 12 
^prices  \  19/4/4 


 Percent  Change 
Sept.  ilpS  e  p  t « 15  §  Jan  .  li+  Aug  « 


15 


DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

Butter 

Cheese 

Milk,  fresh  (.delivered) 
Milk, frosh (grocery) 


lb9  i  50.0 

"  56a 


Q 1 0  lH*0 

"  \  Hu  5 

Milk, evaporated  I/4J-  oz.  can,  10.0 


EGGS : 

Eggs,  frosh  2/ 


CLOZ  o 


59*6 


FRUITS  AND.  VEGETABLES.: 

Fr  o sh  f r ui t  s  an  d  ve  go  tables* 
Fresh  fruits: 

Apples 
Bananas 
Oranges 
* Grape fruit 
Fresh  vegetables 
Beans,  green 
Cabbage 
Carrots 
Lettuce 
Oni  on  s 
Potatoes 
Spinach 
Sw  e  c  tp  0 1  a  to  c  s 
♦Beets 


15 


Canned  fruits: 

Poaches  2g- 

Pinoapplo 
Grapefruit  juice  $2 


-  0  o3 


+ 1.4 

~  5 c0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


+  > 


5  NOTE:  Data,  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to 


1923  to  1 191+2  to  i  19/41  to  1939  to 
Soot.l2[ Sept. 12 /Sept,  12  Sopt.  1 2 
l9hh  l  19 1&  !  19/4/4  19 Ub 


+  1 


,2 


+11.7  I  +53*6 


-  Z4.06 

-  3.0 

-  3*1 


-  1.0 

-  2.k 

+  .6 

+  *7 

-  1,0 


“  5*h 


+20.9 
+  5*o 
-  *5 


+72,4 
+/ 1-5  «9 

+53  s0 


—  1*2  §  +4 1  o  6 

+33*7 
+20,0 
+21.8 
+4.0.8 


+  5.2 

+  /-;-  *  0 

+  7  J4 

+12.Z+ 


+57.8 


*>103,4 

+78  «9 

+74.9 


+62.9 
+14-6.2 
+30  a  0 
+31*8 
+49.3 


+  8.2  |  +72.5  +85 02 


lb.  9*7 

£ 

-11.8 

| 

-  9o3 

”  11.1 

•"  ©9 

r 

-  9  *8 

doz •  ■  50^6 

-  *6 

-  2,3 

each  11*0 

+  5*8 

£ 

+  8.9 

Ibc  17.2 

+22  a  0 

? 

+12./+ 

»  7  5.0 

: 

+  2  0  0 

2 

+  2.0 

bunch  8 .9 

‘T 

+  2*3 

—  1.1 

head  -;12,1 

N  ? 

+12.0 

—  /  .6 

lb .  ...  5*5 

\ 

-15  0/4 

£ 

-24.7 

lb*  / 72 .ij. 

-  9*6 

+19.3 

lb.  12,9 

r 

+11. 2 

’ 

+  3*2 

If  r-, 

;  0 ./ 

• 

-29*3 

-1/4.7 

bunch  ?  7,7 

+  5.5 

r. 

-  7.2 

ablest 

•£  - 

con  IgG.O 

+  1,1 

+  4*9 

n  1 07  7 

1  O 

\ 

0 

-  2,5 

can  §1/4,3 

-  *7 

- 

-  *7 

+56*5 

+  7*8 

+29.4 

+17-0 


+86.5 

+68,2 

+85*3 


+120.5 
+82.0 
+60 .6 
3/ 


* 

¥ 

1 


from  January  19/-1-3  to  date 
Not  included  in  the  index. 

Composite  price  not  computed. 

Percentage  change  computed  on  the  index. 
Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  I9Z4I. 
Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  19/4,3. 


i  +48.3 

+22*9 

1+138.9 

1  +28,2 

!  +47a 

:  +28.2 

i  +29.0 

;  +/-1-8  ,3 

+93.5 

-  3.2 

§  +/4I4  0  0 

;  +44*0 

4  +22,2 

f  +52.6 

'-+52.8 

1  +Z49  *9 

i+1/47.9 

: +110.5 

?  +20*6 

-  +76,7 

+65  0/4 

?  +35.9 

+  //+ .  0 

/  +58.2 

i  V 

:  y 

;  4/ 

l  +16 o7 

+69.7 

1  +637 

i  -  3*5  - 

+30.6 

+50.0 

j  +15.3 

3/ 

i  3/ 

and  on  56 

»  cities 

combined 
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Table  8  -  Average  Retail  Prices-  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont'd) 


1  Sept. 12  i 


Percent  Change 


Commodity 

4  \ 

\ 

.  1941+ 

Averag 

prices 

f  Au  g  • 

c- ;  I9I4I4. 

-  Q  (r.  •*"  *f 

;0^p  0  « 

S  19a 

l'3 i  Sept.  l4 .  Sept. 

tof  1943  to \ +942 

121  Sept. 12 3  Sept. 

1  1944  I  1944 

13"! Jan.  14.; Aug.  Tj; 

to | 1941  to v 1939  tc 
12|  Sept.  12  jSopt.12 

l  1941+  \  1944 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES : 

( Cont’d) 

Cents 

\ 

1  - 

I  ;  ;- 

Canned  vegetables: 
Beans,  green 

#2 

can 

| 

13.1 

\  -0.8 

I  -IO.3  |  -4.4 

i  +31.0  1  +31.0 

Corn 

n 

f 

1+.5 

1  0 

i  +  3.6  I  +9.0 

1  +35.5  i  +39. n 

Feas 

m 

£■ 1 

'  13.2 

1  +  .8 

l  -  0.3  i  -9.6 

I  0  £  -  2.9 

Tomatoes 

tt 

r 

12.0 

1  0 

1  -  4.0  [  +3.4 

1  ++2.9  i  +39-5 

♦Soup,  vegetable 

11  Oz 

.can 

; 

13.4 

0 

i  *  k.l  f  1/ 

1/  t  1/ 

Dried  fruits  arid  vege 

tables  : 

i  • 

1 

Dried  fruits: 

Prunes 

lb . 

§ 

17.3 

0 

>  +  4»8  --  +  16..9 

-  1  +80.2  ;  +96-.6 

Dried  vegetables: 
Navy  beans' 

lb. 

i- 

10.9 

f  +  .9 

1  +  6.9  l+1.9«8 

!  +67.7  .1  +87.9 

♦Soup,  dehydrated, 
chicken  noodle 

oz  . 

| 

3.6 

0 

|  -  2.7  1  y 

t  V  i  V 

BEVERAGES : 

Coffee 

lb . 

\ 

30.2 

!  ♦  -3 

'  r  z  •  v 

?  +  *7  :  +3*2 

1  ++5.9  i  +35-+ 

Tea 

X. 

$ 

lb. 

\ 

23.9 

:  0 

-  +  1.7  1  +6.7 

'  I  +35.8  £  +39.0 

♦Cocoa 

7T 

i 

lb. 

l 

10.4 

1  +1.0 

z  + 14  *9  •-  +2.0 

|  +1I+.3  !  +20.9 

FATS  /HID  OILS: 

Lard 

lb. 

\ 

18. 7 

1  +  .3 

i  -  1.1  1+8.1 

+101.1  :  +88.9 

Shortening  other  than 
In  cartons 

lard : 

lb. 

\ 

20.2 

0 

£  +  1.0  £  +3.6 

!  +78.8  :  +72.6 

In  other  containers 

tt 

24.8 

0 

1  0  :•  +1.6 

1  +35.5  +22.8 

Salad  dressing1' 

pt . 

\ 

25.8 

f  +  .8 

£  +  2.0  ?  +2.4 

I  +28.4  l  2/ 

Oleomargarine 

lb. 

\ 

24.0 

0- 

0  [  +7.1 

I  +53.8  :  ++5-5 

Peanut  butter 

tt  ■ 

f 

28*4 

9  0 

1  -15.0  !  +2.2 

1  +5G»7  ^+58.7 

♦Oil,  cooking  or  salad 

pt . 

30.6 

']  -  •  3 

[  *  -3  j  2/ 

t  y  \  y 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS: 

Sugar 

2 4 

lb. 

6  r  7 

0 

1  -  1.5  i  -2.9 

\  +31*4  +28.8 

Corn  sirup 

oz . 

1 

15  *8  • 

0 

£  —  .6  3  +4.6 

I  +16.2  1  +15.3 

♦Molasses 

18 

oz . 

•j 

15.8 

1  ‘  0 

i  -  .6  l  +6.0 

1+17.9  1+16.2 
{  j/  |  1/ 

♦Apple  butter 

16 

or.  • 

: 

13.1+ 

+  .8 

|  +  1.5  )  1/ 

NOTE 


Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  1943  and  on  58  cities  combined 
from  January  194-3  tp  date. 

Hot  included  in  the  index. 

Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1943* 

Not  available. 


!) 
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Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  1/ 

Table  9  ~  Indexes  and  Percent  Change  from  January  I9I4.I 
and  Other  Specified  periods 


i _ Indexes  1935939  =  100 

\  Sept.32  ;Aug.l5  ^SeptjSseptJj 

j  2/19 44  I  I9i4+  i  191+3  ?  191+2 


Region  and  City- 


United  States 

?  137.0 

|  137.7 1  137.1+ 1 126.6  1 

Rev/  England; 

\  |  i 

Boston 

I  132.9 

i  132.2!  131.0  { 121+.1+  i 

Bridgeport 

1 135.1 

\  135.1  \  136.0  I  127.1  7 

Fall  River 

[  132.+ 

S  132.31  133.1+1  125.7  s 

Manchester 

i  131+.2 

S  133.0  I  133.9  !  126.8  ; 

New  Haven 

1  136.3 

1  136.0  j  136.6  <  126.2  • 

Portland,  Me. 

1  133.6 

i  136.5 1 132.7  1 125.8  f 

Providence 

‘I  135.9 

|  136.8  :  135.5  i  126.5  S 

Middle  Atlantic : 

\ 

3  l  •  ; 

Buffalo 

\  I3I+.8' 

r 134.0 f  137.3  !  127.6  f 

Newark 

1  158.5 

1  '  138.4  f  139.6  :  126.0  ; 

New  York 

1 137.3 

;  138.9  S  130.1+  !  125.2  ; 

Philadelphia 

r  13+.9 

1  136.1  i  135.2  I  123.9  . 

Pittsburgh 

1  138.0 

I  138.7  I  137.4  l  125.9  i 

Rochester 

1  133.8 

1  133.0 s  132.1  ;  125.2  I 

Scranton 

j  138.1 

i  138.8 1  137.2  ;  125.6  ; 

East  North  Central 

•  ~ 

#  - 

1  z  .7  •:* 

Chicago 

\  137.3 

1  137.1 f  137.0  :  124.9  1 

Cincinnati 

;  135.8 

1  136.8!  136.2  i  126.9  1 

Cleveland 

:  11+2.8 

1  144.3 1  143.9  I  127.3  i 

Columbus,  Ohio 

1 129.1+ 

1  130.2!  130.9  1  119.6  f 

Detroit 

I  134.0 

I  13+.M  133.6  |  12i+.7  S 

Indianapolis 

!  134.3 

:  134.4!  134.6  !  127.1  ! 

Milwaukee 

1 135.5 

-  136.4  133.6  ;  121.0  ! 

Peoria 

1 140.6 

1  141.1 =  146.6  !  150.7  f 

Springfield,  Ill 

.;  142.5 

j  1+2.5 1  u+1.6  j  130.2  : 

West  North  Central 

•  * 

•  * 

1  .  i  ;  '  i 

Cedar  Rapids  4/ 

1 139.0 

1  159.1 4 136.1 1  121.2  ' 

Kansas  City 

1 130.9 

!  131.2 j  132.6  £  120.7  i 

Mineapolis 

1 129.7 

1 130.51 130.+1 123.3 1 

Omaha 

;  129.9 

i  129.7  +  131.6  i  123.21. 

St.  Louis 

I  139.8 

I  140.11  139.1 !  126.7  ; 

St.  Paul 

I 127.9 

!  128.5  1  126.7  !  120.8  ! 

Wichita  \\/ 

:  11+7.0 

;  147.8 1  146.8  |  132.0  L 

Percent  Change 


95.2 

96.5 

97.5 

96.6 

95.7 
95o 
96 . 5 


100.2 

98.8 

99 . 5 

95.0 

98.0 

99.9 

97.5 


96.2 
96 . 5 

99.2 
93.1+ 
97 ‘0 

98.2 
95.9 
99.0 

96 . 2 


95.9 
92.1+ 
99.0 

97.9 
99.2 
98.6 


Q7 


Aug .  15 iSeptX;  'Sept.15  Jan.  11+ 

19 61+  |  19I+3  [  19I+2  j  19I+1 

to  i  to  to  \  to 

!ept.l2f Sept.l.2|  Sept.12:  Sept.32 
19  44  !  1961+  \  I9I4I+  :  1941| 


y 


2 


See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 


-0.5 


+  -5 

0 

+  .  1 

-  .O 
+  *  2 
-2.1 


-0. 


■  7 


+  .6 
+  .1 
-1.2 

-  *9 

-  .5 


.6 

•  5 


+  1.3 

-  w 

-  .7 

+  .2 

-  .2 

+  -7 

+  *3 


-1.8 
-  .8 
-  .8 
-  .2 
+  •  4 
+  1.3 
+  .7 


y 


+6 . 3 
+6.3 
+5.3 
+5*8 
+8.0 
+6 . 2 
+7.6 


§  +5.6 
!  +8.2 
I  +9-7 
5  +6.9 
\  +9.6 

I  +6.9 

^+10.0 


+I4.0 . 1 


J  +39.6 
;  +I+0.0 
I  +35.8 
i  +38.9 
I  +1+2.  4 
I  +1+0  .-2 
I  +1+1.1 


I  +31+.5 
!  +1+0.2 
I  +38.0 
j  +42.0 
:  +1+0.8 

■;  +33.9 
:  +1+1.6 


+  .1 

+  •  2 

:  +9.9  ;  +39.8 

-  .7’ 

:  -  *3 

-  +7.0  :  +40.7 

-1.0 

-  .8 

•+12.k  +44*0 

-  .6 

!  -1.1 

+  0 .2  +  38 . 5 

-  .3 

+  .3 

+7.5  :  +38.1 

-  .  1 

:  r*» 

:  ~ 

+5.7  :  +36.8 

-  .7 

I  +1.4 

5+12.0  1  +41.3 

-  .  4 

0 

+7*6  :  +42.0 

0 

:  +  .6 

+9.4  f  +48.1 

-  .1 

f  +2.1 

+ 17 +  •  7  1  +44  *  9 

-  .2 

:  -1.3 

+8.5  +41.7 

-  .6 

-  -  .5 

+5.2  1+31.0 

*  *2 

- 1  ^ 

x  *  j 

+5.4  i  +32.7 

:  +  .5 

1+10.3  ;  +40. 9’ 

-  .5 

*”  •  0 

r  +5-9  ;  +29.7 

"  .5 

;  +  .1 

>+11,4  :  +51.2 
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Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  -Cities  1/  (Cont’d) 

Table  9  -  Indexes  and  Percent  Change  from  January  192*}  and 

Other  Specified  Periods 

*■ 


Region  and.  City 


::  inaexus 

;3ept.ia  ; Aug.  15  (Sept..C;Sept.l5  Jar .  1 

i  19 44  ;  19 44  l  1943  •  1 942  1941 

W'  i  .  i 


*! — 

*4 


Percent  Change 

~2dm. 


South  Atlantic; 

Atlanta 
Baltimore 
Charles ton ,  S.C. 
Jacksonville 
Norfolk  3/ 
Richmond" 
Savannah 
Washington,  D.C. 

Winston-Salem- 4/ 


=  i 


137.8 

140.7  •: 

134.7  l 

48.1  i 

141.1  f 

134.1  i 

152.8  \ 

135.2  l 
137.4  •. 


139.21 

143.51 

135.4! 

148.91 

i44.8f 

1-36.54 

154. 7 i 

136.7? 

136.6- 


139.9; 
145.  > 
136. 4l 
15G.o: 
149.79 
136.  T 
152.5* 
138.5; 

136.6: 


125.9? 

131. 2! 
126.6. 


.2: 


131.9: 
126.2. 
133*3 
128. 1 ' 
119.8; 


94. 3 

97.9 

95.9 
90.8 
95  •  8 

93.7 
100.'" 


Au  g  •  ly  S  o  f  ■'  t.J4 ;  S  op  t.15  ’  •  I  a  n  7l)  j‘ 

1944  '  1943  |  1942  ;  I94I 


J 

97.7 

93.7 


East  South  Central  :I 


Birmingham 
Jackson  5/ 
Knoxville"  4/ 
Louisville" 
Memphis 
Mobile 


1 140.3  i  145.4;  142.91  125.3?  96.0 


I  157.9 
,131.7 
t 146 . 5 
;  I46.6 


158.6c  157.9;  I34.2: 

133.4:;  134.9  124.8? 
148.3;  140.21  129.7- 

147.1 I  147.9'  133-9; 


97-1 

95  •  5 
94.2 
•97.9 


st  Sou tl>  Central;; 


Dallas 
Houston 
Little  Rock 
New  Orleans 

r 

Mountain : 

Butte 

Denver 

Salt  Lake  City 

Pacific ; 

Los  Angeles 
Portland,  Or  eg, 
San  Francisco 
Seattle 


f 132.9 
!  137.5' 

137.4 

5153.1 


■  133.1 
: 136.4 
;  140.3- 


133.5? 

134.8? 

123.7? 

92.6 

137.8; 

138.7 

130. 81 

102.6 

137.7; 

135.0? 

129.21 

95*6 

152.71 

151,7;. 

135.9; 

101.9 

133.7! 

130.0 . 

124.6 : 

98.? 

137.1' 

134.8: 

■126.8: 

94.8 

139.9  j 

133.6; 

I30.I! 

97 . 5 

141.1? 

141.8) 

137.9? 

101.3 

145.3; 

144. 6 

141 . 2 : 

101.7 

142.4 ; 

139.9- 

133.5  i 

99.6 

141.6: 

142.4? 

137.3; 

101. 0 

to 

to 

to 

to 

Sop  t.12 

S  ep  t.12 

0  ep  t.12  • 

Sept. 12 

1944  : 

19.44 

'i  1944.  : 

1944 

-1.0 

■  ~1»5 

1  +9.5  j 

+46.1 

-2.0 

-3.2 

!  +7.2  - 

+43.7 

-  .5  v 

-1.2 

;  +6 .4 

+40.5 

-  .5  ■ 

-1.3  ! 

: +10.4  i 

+49.9 

-2.6  : 

-5.7  : 

+7.0  % 

+47 . 3 

-1.8  1 

-1.9  : 

+6.3  ;; 

+43.1 

-1.2  ; 

+  .2  l 

+ 14 .6  f 

+  52.0 

-1.1  • 

-2.6  ? 

+5.5  j 

+38.4  • 

-1.0  ; 

-  .9  ( 

+14.7  ? 

+46.6’ 

-3.5  T 

-1.6  [ 

+12.0  ; 

+46.1 

-  LI. 

,  ; 

0 

+17.7  l 

+62.6 

-1.3  f 

-2.4  5 

+  6.0  : 

+37.9 

*  1  •  d  f 

-1.1  c 

+13.0  ; 

+55.5 

.3  1 

-9! 

+9.5  l 

+49.7 

-  .4} 

-i-4 ! 

+7.4  l 

+43.5 

"*  •  d.  : 

-  .9  1 

+5.1 

+34-0 

-  .2  \ 

+  1.8  i 

+6.3  f 

+43.7 

+  -3  : 

+  .9 

+12.7  ; 

+50.2 

“  *4  : 

-2.1  . 

+6 . 8 

+34.9 

-  .5  ; 

+  1.2  . 

+7.6  ; 

+43.9 

+  O? 

+  1.2  ; 

+7.8  | 

+43.9 

+  •  2.  : 

-*  -3 : 

+2.5  i 

+  38^' 

-  •?: 

0  1 

+2.5  : 

+42.4 

+  .6 

+  2.4  : 

+7.3  : 

+43-9 

+  •  1  ; 

-  .5  : 

+  3*2  ! 

+40.3 

4-8  v.  .  ,  ,  ;  u  iviaren  an  each  city,  weight* 

to  represent  total  purchases  of  families  pf  wage  earners  and  lower -salaried^ 

workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use' of • population 
weights*  Primary  use  is  for  time-to-time  comparisons  rather  than  pi ace -to-p lace 
2/  Preliminary. .  *  '  .  .  •  comparisons. 

•V  includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News. 

4/  June  i960  equals  100. 

3/  Data  nc-t  yet  available  for  September. 
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The  BLS  index  indicates  average  changes  in  retail  prices  of 
selected  goods,  rents  and  services  bought  by  families  of  wage 
earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities.  The  items 
covered  represented  70  percent  of  the  expenditures  of  families 
who  had  incomes  ranging  from  $1250  to  $2000  in  1934-36. 

The  index  does  not  show  the  full  wartime  effect  on  the  cost  of 
living  of  such  factors  as  lowered  quality,  disappearance  of  low- 
priced  goods  and  forced  changes  in  housing  and.  eating  away  from 
home. 

It  does  not  measure  changes  in  total  "living  costs”— that  is, 
in  the  total  amount  families  spend  for  giving.  Income  taxes  and 
bond  subscriptions  are  not  included. 

For  a  description  of  the  methods  used  in  computing  the  index,  ask 
for  "Description  of  the  Cost  of  Living  Index  of  the  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics."  For  an  appraisal  of  the  factors  enumerated 
above,  see  the  report  of  the  President’s  Committee  on  the  Cost 
of  Living,  November  17,  1944. 


Lower  prices  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  brought  the  average  cost 
of  living  essentials  down  slightly  (by  0.1  percent)  in  the  month  ending 
October  15,  Secretary  of  Labor  Frances  Perkins  reported  today.  "Prices  of 
clothing,  housefurnishings,  and  miscellaneous  items  continued  to  rise 
moderately,"  she  said,  "while  utilities  and  fuel  costs  remained  stable. 


"The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  index  of  the  cost  of  living  in 
October  1944  is  126.4  percent  of  the  1935-39  average,  and  28.2  percent 
above  the  level  of  August  1939. 

"The  cost  of  the  food  budget  cf  moderate-income  families  dropped  0.4 
percent  between  mid-September  and  mid-October,  as  marked  decreases  in  the 
prices  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  more  than  offset  seasonally  higher 
prices  of  eggs.  Prices  for  most  meats  remained  unchanged  or  increased 
slightly,  reflecting  limited  civilian  supplies.  This  is  contrary  to  the 
usual  large  seasonal  declines.  Fresh  fish  prices  increased  for  the  fourth 
consecutive  month. 


(moro) 
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"Record  harvests  of  fall  vegetables,  14  percent  above  the  1933-42 
average,  were  reflected  in  large  decreases  in  the  prices  of  sweetpotatoes 
(18  percent),  green  beans  (14  percent),  onions  (13  percent),  spinach 
(12  percent),  and  over  5  percent  for  potatoes  and  cabbage. 

"Clothing  prices  rose  0.2  percent  over  the  month.  There  were  scattered 
increases  in  prices  of  men's  overcoats  and  sweaters  and  v/omen's  wool  felt 
hats,  resulting  in  some  cases  from  the  re-stocking  of  all-wool  garments  in 
stores  which  sold  blended  fabrics  last  year.  There  was  a  slight  net  in¬ 
crease  resulting  from  widespread  small  price  changes  in  work  clothing 
articles,  as  dollar  and  cents  ceilings  at  the  retail  level  were  established 
by  the  OPA,  causing  price  decreases  in  some  stores  and  permitting  increases 
in  others.  Christmas  shoppers  found  the  supply  of  men's  white  business 
shirts  extremely  limited.  Women's  cotton  housedresses  cost  more  than  in 
September  because  of  the  continued  disappearance  of  lower-priced  lines. 

"Average  prices  of  furniture  and  cook  stoves  available  in  mid-October 
were  slightly  higher  than  a  month  ago,  and  the  supply  of  cotton  blankets 
was  extremely  limited  in  most  large  cities  of  the  country.  Higher  charges 
for  beauty  shop  services  in  some  cities  reflected  increased  costs  of  labor 
and  materials.  Popular  brands  of  cigarettes  were  scarce,  and  many  dealers 
limited  sales  to  one  pack  per  customer,  with  a  consequent  small  rise  in 
average  cigarette  prices. 

"Fuel,  electricity  and  ice  prices  on  the  whole  showed  little  change 
during  the  month  ending  October  15. 

"Rents  were  not  surveyed  this  month."  , 
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Report  for  October  It),  1944 


GOST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGS  CITIES 


Indexes  1935-39  *  100.0* 


T  ? 

Fuel, 

i  House- 

1  Mis- 

Date 

■  All 

:  Food  ^ Clothing 

•:  Re  nt  i  e 

lectricity 

furnish- 

■  cel la- 

; items 

and  ice 

\  ings 

.  neous 

1939, 

August  15 

j  98.6 

o  '  * 

I-  93.5  \  100.3 

1  104.3  ] 

97.5 

1  100.6 

I  100.4 

1941, 

January  15 

100.8 

97.8  |  100.7 

f  105.0  | 

100.8 

!  ioo.i 

•I  101.9 

1942: 

May  15 

i 116.0 

^  121. 6  |  126.2 

\  109.9  I 

104,  9 

!  122.2 

i  110.9 

September  15 

1 117.8 

i  126. G  :  125.8 

!■  108.0  1 

106.2 

f  123.6 

1  111.4 

1943: 

October  15 

! 124. 4 

:  138.2  1  133.3 

;  108. c  f 

107.8 

1  126.7 

I  117.6 

1944; 

September  15 

126.5 

1  137.0  =  141,4 

\  108.2  1 

109.8 

\  140.7 

I  122.4 

October  15 

(126.4 

|  136.4  |  141,7 

|  i/  j 

109.8 

\  141.3 

!  122.7 

Table 

la 

!  . 

PERCENT  OF 

CHANGE 

■r 

;  J 

|  j 

Fuel, 

i  House- 

;  Mi  s- 

Date 

;A11 

1  Food  Clothing 

=  Rent  Electricity 

■furni sh- 

I  cel la- 

--items 

T  .  i 

f  1/  | 

and  ice 

s  ings 

! neous 

Sept. 

15,  1944  to 

: 

Z  “ 

* 

£ 

Oct. 

15,  1944 

?-  0.1 

5-  0.4  j  /  0.2 

f  i/  j 

0 

\  y  o.4 

1/  0.-2 

Oct,  15,  1943  to 

\ 

- 

= 

Oct . 

15,  1944 

/  1.6 

-  1.3  ;  /  6.3 

j  /  0.2 

/  1.9 

|/11.5 

\y  4.3 

Sept . 

15,  1942  to 

1 

f  i 

i  \ 

r 

r 

Oct. 

15,  1944 

y  7.3 

1/  7.7  f  /12.6 

\  y  0.2 

/  3.4 

j  /14.3 

5/io.i 

May  15 

,  1942  to 

\ 

l 

i  | 

i  • 

z 

Oct . 

15,  1944 

/  9.0 

1/ 12.2  {  /12.3 

|  -  1.5 

/  4.7 

J/15.6 

j/lO.6 

Jan.  15,  1941  to 

l 

a  f 

t  1 

Oct . 

15,  1944 

/25.4 

i/39.5  j  /40.7 

|  /  3.0 

/8. 9 

j  /  41 . 2 

j/20.4 

Aug.  15,  1939  to 

i 

r  ; 

r 

) 

Oct . 

15,  1944 

/28.2 

|A  5  •  9  i  /41 . 3 

j  /  3.7  j 

/12.6 

/l  0. 5 

/22.2 

*  These  indexes  are  based  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage  earners 
and  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 

1/  Rents  not  surveyed  this  month, 

2/  Changes  through  September  15,  1944. 
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COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Percent  of  Change  between  Sept.  15,  1944  and  Oct.  15,  1944  by  Groups* 


Region  and  City 

i A11  ! 

|  items 

Food 

Clothing 

Fuel 

i electricity ; 
t  and  ice 

House-  ;  Mis- 
furnish-  |  cella- 
ings  |  neous 

Average:  Large  Cities 

{**0.1  1/ 

“0.4  2/ 

/o.2  y 

:  0  4/f 

/o. 4  y  j  /o.2  y 

New  England: 

I  : 

:  ‘  i 

Boston 

{ -0,5 

-1.4 

:  /fe.i 

0  j 

o 

o 

• 

<r\ 

Middle  Atlantic: 

* 

i 

2 

1  \ 

r.  , 

Buffalo 

!  -o„i 

-0,1 

i  /0,1 

0 

o  -o,i 

New  York 

!  o 

-O.l 

i  /O.l 

0  \ 

/O.l  0 

Philadelphia 

1  -0.4  1/ 

**0.9  5/ 

>  0 

0 

**0  0  1  :  /o  0  1 

Pittsburgh 

j  -0.3 

-1.0 

/0.2 

;  o 

0  i  /0.5 

East  North  Central: 

i 

i'  - 

Chicago 

!  -0.2 

-1.1 

:  /0.4 

!  0 

0  i  /0,9 

Cincinnati 

|  -0,6 

-1.8 

;  /0.5 

/O.l 

/0.5  !  /O.l 

Cleveland 

]  -0.2 

-Co  6 

:  0,1 

0 

0  ::  /0.2 

Detroit 

1  -0.2 

-0 ,9 

f  /0,9 

o  j 

/0.5  .  /O.l 

West  North  Central: 

1 

i  2 

Kansas  City 

■  -0*2 

-0,9 

/b  .2 

0  i 

/0.2  0 

Minneapolis 

1  /0,2 

/0.5 

/0.6 

f  0 

0  i  o 

St,  Louis 

i  -0.5  . 

-1.3 

0 

0 

0  j  0 

South  Atlantic: 

r 

Baltimore 

\  /o,4 

/0.9 

1  /0,2 

-0,1 

/0.3  !  0 

Savannah 

!  -0o4 

-1 .2 

/0o6 

j  0.  | 

/0.3  i  o 

Washington,  D.  C, 

0 

-0.4 

/O.l 

-0,1  ; 

0  /O  *  4* 

East  South  Central: 

, 

; 

5  i 

Birmingham 

}  -0.2 

-0,6 

l  0 

|  /0 .2  : 

0  :  0 

West  South  Central: 

■ 

• 

Houston 

|  -0.2 

-0.7 

i  /fc.l 

0 

/to. 3  ;  o 

Mountain : 

: 

= 

;  *  ; 

Denver 

1 

1*0,1 

;  /0«2 

0 

/0.9  /1.2 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

1  /to. 5 

i/l.l 

■  /O.l 

0 

/1.4  i  0 

San  Francisco 

!  /0.8 

;A.3 

/0.7 

0 

o  /to, 5 

Seattle 

/0„5 

/i.i 

0 

0 

0  0 

*  These  percent  changes  are  based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by 
wage  earners  and  lower -salaried  workers  in  large  cities 0 
l/  Rents  not  surveyed  this  montho 

2 /  Based  on  prices  for  5&  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  nearest  15th  of  month. 
Based  on  data  for  21  cities, _ 
ij  Based  on  data  for  34  cities, 

5/  Indexes  for  Sept,  1944  Revised, 

Boston  -  Miscellaneous  -  117,2 

Philadelphia  -  All  Items  -  125o5j  Food  -  134© 7 
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Report  for  October  15,  1944 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 

,  *  '1 

Percent  Changes  Since  August  1939,  January  I9I4.I  and  Other  Specified  Dates* 


Oct 

Region  and  City 

Oct 

'•  15,  1943 i Aug.  15,  1939 -Jan.  1,  194l=:May  15,  1942:  Sept,  15,1942 

to  I  •  to  ?■  -  * •  to  •  •!  to  !  to 

.  15,  19414 Oct.  15,  1944  loot.  15,1944  Oct.  15,  1944 > Oct.  15 i  1944 

Average:  Large  Cities  +1.6 

l  +28.2  j 

+25.1* 

: 

+  9.0 

+  7.3 

New  England; 

•  *  ,  * 

: 

Boston 

+0.9 

+26 .4 

+23.8 

: 

+  8.2  j 

+  5*8 

Middle  Atlantic* 

f  V 

• 

: 

Buffalo 

+0.7 

+28.9  i 

+24.6 

+  5.4 

+  5+4 

New  Y^rk. 

+2.1 

+28.4 

+25.8 

£ 

+  12.2 

+  9.3 

Philadelphia 

+1.1 

,  +27.8  ! 

+26.0 

7 

+  9.0 

+  6.9 

Pittsburgh 

+2.0 

+29*6  ■  : 

+26.0 

:• 

+10.1 

+  6.5 

East  North  Central: 

;  *  f 

? 

: 

Chicago 

+1.6 

i  ,  +27.5  ! 

+214.3 

+  8.0 

+  7.2 

Cincinnati 

+  1.3 

;  +29.1  • 

+26.1 

i 

+  6.4 

+  6.4 

Cleveland 

+1.2 

=  .  +30.1  • 

+27.5 

+  9*5 

+  8.8 

Detroit 

+1.8 

+29.1 

+25.9 

+  7.1 

+  7.4 

West  North  Central: 

1 

f 

Kansas  City 

+1.8 

+25.8  = 

+26.0 

; 

+  8.7 

+  8.1 

Minneapolis 

+1 .0 

+23.3  • 

+20.7 

f 

+  6.0 

♦  5.2 

St.  Louis 

+1.5 

+27.0 

+23  .u 

} 

+  7.8  ; 

+  6.9 

South  Atlantic: 

} 

| 

Baltimore 

+1.0 

+29.9 

+27.3 

+  8.5  ! 

+  7.0 

Savannah 

+1.5 

+35. U  ! 

+32.6 

- 

+11.2  i 

+10.2 

Washington,  D.  C • 

+0.5 

:  +26.6  - 

+2it.9 

z 

+  8 .8  i 

+  6.6 

East  South  Central; 

=  *  ’  \ 

‘  .*. 

'  Birmingham 

+1/9 

l  +31.7  ; 

+27.7 

■ 

+  9.3  ; 

+  9.2 

West  South  Central: 

r  ; 

l 

Houston 

+0 .9 

i  +23 .6 

+22.1 

j 

+  7.1  j 

+  5.5 

Mountain: 

:  : 

f 

Denver 

+2.7 

+27.0 

+25.2 

t 

+  8.3 

+  6.8 

Pacific : 

i  i 

i 

1 

Los  Angeles 

+1.9 

+28.1 

+25.6 

z 

+  9.0 

+  5.8 

San  prcncisco 

+3.2 

+31.8 

+28.6 

i 

+11.3  ! 

+  8.3 

Seattle 

+  1.8 

+30.1 

+27.8 

- 

+  7.7 

+  6.4 

*  These  percents  of  change 

are  based  on  indexes  of  the 

cost 

of  goods  purchased  by 

wage  earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 
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i.  '  Report  for  October  15,  1944 

COST  OF  LI VI I#  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Indexes,  1935-39  s  100.0* 


..,.-1 - - — - -  - - - - 

•Region  and  city 

f 

— • - : - 

;  All  : 
items 

* 

.  Food 

4  , 

i  • 

I  Clothing 

\ 

]  Fuel, 

=  electricitv • 

;  t / 

Y  and  ice  i 

House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 

[Mi  s- 
; cella- 
' neous 

•Average?  Large,  Cities 

126.4  1/ 

ir£.  % 

i  136.4  2/ 

1  141.7  3/ 

[  -  109.8  4/ 

.141.3  3/;  122.7  3> 

i 

«  *** 

z  i 

1  ■ 

mmmm 

New  England: 

l 

C 

4 

i 

j 

Boston  . 

[12,2.7 

i 131.1 

•  139.3 

120.0 

138.3 

[117.2 

•Middle  Atlantic: 

» 

f  "  7 

z 

Buffalo* 

•  127.0 

1  134.7 

1  139.5 

f  .  106.9 

142;  2 

\ 126. 1 

New  York  ,  . 

=127.1 

;  137.2  " 

=  147.6 

? .  113.8 

134.0 

•125.6 

Philadelphia 

125.0 

:  133.5 

1  143.2 

)  ,  109.1 

139.0 

f 119.9 

Pitt s burgh 

1127.5 

\  136.6 

i  159.7 

i  112.0  = 

136.5 

1119.5 

-East  North  Central* 

{ 

} 

7  ; 

Chicago  ,  ■ 

il 25. 8 

1  135.8" 

•  136.3 

105.2 

139.8 

120.9 

*  Cincinnati  .. 

|125.6 

•  133.4 

i  141.5 

7:  106.2 

145.4 

1123.5 

Cleveland 

1130.1 

:  141.9"  . 

;  142.5 

1  .  115.3  ! 

139.7 

1 122. 1 

Detroit 

127.2 

•  132.8 

!  140.3 

112.3  7 

143.3 

[128.5 

West  North  Central: 

V 

• 

Kansas  City.  - 

1  124.0 

.  129.7 

j  140.2 

:•  110.2  | 

128.1 

••125,0 

Minneapolis- 

1122.9 

:  130.4' 

7  137.3 

103.1  i 

134.2 

122.0 

St.  Louis 

‘124.6 

i  138.0' 

;  139.7 

:  107.2  j 

126.0 

[118.4 

South  Atlantic: 

• 

\  \ 

•  . 

Baltimore 

1128.2 

|  142.0 

146.2 

108.9 

147.1 

112-0.8 

-  t  Savannah 

1134.5 

1 150.9 

!  142.5 

112.0 

140.2 

1129.4 

Washington,  D. C. 

f 124. 8 

1  134.7 

j  149.0 

108.8 

137.7 

1126.5 

East  South  Central* 

• 

l 

*  x 

-• 

Birmi ngham 

1129.7 

\ 139.5 

!  139.9 

104.5  f 

138.9 

[124.4 

West  South  Central: 

: 

: 

Houston  ■  > 

1124.5 

=  136.6  • 

[  137.4 

91.1 

128.5 

1122.9 

Mountain* 

:  -  ’ 

I 

r  ; 

Denver 

125.2 

1  136.2 

\  133.4 

1  104.1 

146.6 

1122.0 

Pacific: 

-  : 

s 

i 

Los  Angeles 

:;128.7 

-  143.0 

i 139.7 

92.5  i 

138.4 

a  25. 2 

San  Francisco 

.130.9 

1  145.2 

|  139.8 

92.6 

138.7 

130.5 

Seatt  le 

-130.5 

143.3 

? 141.6 

103.5 

131.0 

:l-30.6 

*'  These  Indexes  are  based  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
-earners  and- lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities.- 

V  r  . 

l/  Rents  not  surveyed  this  month. 

2/  Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the 
month. 

3/  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 
jt/  Based  on  data  for  34  cities. 
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Table  5*  Re toil  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  Combined  l/ 
.  .  Indexes,  1935-39  .*?  100 

*  •  ■  '  ‘  .  •  .  /  *  tv 


Commodity  group 


_ 19hh _ ;;  19/13  •  ffi8P  :  19l;l  1959 

2/  Oct.  17  Scot.  12  Oct.  19i  Sept.  15  Jan.  lU- Aug.  15 


All  foods  .  U  .  *. 

. '  ’  ->  >\  i* 

4.  r  >  *  ’  •* 

Xj6.lt 

137.C  >| 

*  i.38.2  : 

126.6 

’  97.fi  i 

93.5 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

ios.6 

108.6  3/  1 

10(1 .3  ; 

105.4 

■  94.9  ! 

93.4 

Meats  :  £  .  i  V. 

129+4 

129.0  . 

.  130.6 

130.6 

,  101.1  x 

95.7 

Beef  and.  veal  -  f.  ■  ~i  f. 

aie.2.  .« 

118.3;  --  • 

119.9  | 

126..  0 

I  1P9.4  i 

99.6 

Pork  j 

112.2 

112.2 

113.5  | 

124.0 

66.1  ; 

88.0 

Lamb 

134.7 

134.6 

134.9  ! 

133.7 

98.7  :• 

.  -98.8 

Chickens  j  . 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned  j  4. 

*ll4.9  *9  ■  i  149*3-  . 

Iii7  •'O 

133.7- 

■1  -  97*2  : 

94*6 

-205*& 

200 .14.  •• 

216.5  • 

168,. 2' 

f  1,18>  7  3 

99.6 

Dairy  products.  -  '  i  . 

•133 .7- 

i;->*o 

•133.5  i 

127.7, 

,  105.1  : 

93.1 

Eggs  -  *  .  .  *  • .  - 

179.0. 

168.0 

190.1  l 

155-2- 

.1  97*4  I 

90.7 

Fruits  and  Vegetable’s,  j  , 

Fresh  J  '•  ,  >  •  . 

162.9. 

169.9  -  : 

166. k  ( 

.129-7- 

*  93.3  ! 

92.4 

170.4 

179.4  \ 

174  .-9  ! 

130.3- 

9>4. 1 

-  92.8 

Canned  .44  •  j  . 

129.7. 

129.4.  ■ 

130.0  I 

123.8* 

91+4  : 

91.6 

Dried  j 

165.7 

165.3  3/ , 

161.5  i 

143.4 

■i  99.6  1 

90.3 

Beve.rages*  "  I 

124.3 

124.3  ~ 

*  125.1  i 

123.8 

J  90.9  •! 

.  94.9 

Fats"  and  bile  \  . 

123.1 

•  123.0. 

126.5  i 

120.7- 

80-.3  i 

84.5 

Sugar  and'- sweetS’  ,  • 

126.1; 

126.3 

126.8  j 

.127.-0 

.  95*3.  'i 

95.6 

l/‘  tKo  number  of  cities  included  in  the  index:  was  changed  from  SI  to  56  in  March 
l'9h3,  tyiih  the  necessary  adjustments  for  maintaining  comparability ,  At  the  same 
time .  the' number  of. foods  in  the  index  was  increased,  from  5b  to-6l.  .  - 
2/  Preliminary.  •  ■  -  ...  ...  - 

3/  Revised. 
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Table  5~A 

■  « 

• ‘  Percent 

Change* 

,  . *i- 

%  •  1  ^  . , 

•.  J  ,' 

N.  *  . 

.«  ~'*r 

•  ‘Commadity  grqup  .. 

S' 

4/ 

« 

y . »■*— ■  . . .  •  —  "V 

\  •  : 

fSept.  12  -j 
!  19^44  to  | 
;  Oct.  17  ■! 

j  19U4  i 

Oct.  19  *[ 
•19U3  to  >: 
Oct.  17  ; 

- 19  6 

Sept.  15 ‘  . 
•1942  to  ; 
Oct.  17  4 

•1944  ■  : 

Jan.  Hr 
1941  -  to 
Cot.  17 
19^4  •  . 

’  \ 

'  i 

V 

AUg.  ;15  '• 

1939  to  - 
Oct.' 17 

191&  ' 

• 

. — ■— >-  >~-**~* - — 

All  "foods  >• 

;  -0.4  j 

-•1*3  ;; 

;+  7.7 1  J 

+39*5. 

+45.9 

•  %• 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

, 

0 

+  .3 

.  1  «W ; 

+  3.0'  ; 

+  l44*V 

i 

+16.3 

Meats  ,  „•  .  .  , 

+  .3 

-  .9  j 

-  .9 

+28,0 

1 

+35*2 

Beef  and  veal 

-  .1 

-  uk 

-  6.2 

+  8.0 

: 

+18.7 

Pork  .’V 

!  '  0\  ’ 

-  1.1 

9.5* 

+30.3' 

+27I5 

Lamb  ; 

x  +  .1 

-  .1  ^ 

+  .7' 

+36.5  ... 

: 

+36.3  . 

Chickens  '  " 

;:+,  .V 

+  2.0  4 

+12.1* 

+54.2  . 

L 

+58  .“5 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned  ... 

-f  2.7  • 

- '  4.9  ; 

+22. V 

+73 .4  ■ 

: 

+106.6 

Dairy  products 

;  +  ,.1 

“+  .1  ^ 

viu7  vr 

+27.2  “■ 

+4.3 .6 

"Eggs  • 

f  +  6.5 

-  5.8  -  ' 

+15.3  - 

+83 

+97 .4 

Fruits  eCnd'  vegetables'* 

-  Ij-.  1 

-  2.1 

+25.6- 

+74.6 

+76.3 

Fresh  ..  ....  .. 

1  -  5.0 

-  2.6 

+30.8 

+82.4 

: 

+83 .6  -  - 

Canned 

+  .2 

-  .2 

+  1)  .8 

+44I  *9 

r 

+I4I.6 

Dried 

?  +  !  .2 

+  2.6  ;• 

+15.6 

+66.4 

+83.5 

Beverages 

5  0 

-  .6 

+  •h 

+56.7 

r 

+  31.0 

Fats  and  oils 

1  +  .1 

-  2.7 

+  2.0 

+53.3 

+45  *T 

' Sugar  and  sweets 

\  +  *1 

-  .3  ? 

•5 

+32.6 

•H 

+32-.2 

B 


.  u  *  ..*•* 

i  .  .  ..  . 

.Table  6  -  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods 


Region 

Percent  cnange  —  oepu.  j-a,, 
;  Cereals ;  1 

4.744/+.  W  4./, 

:  Fruits  : 

:  Fats 

Sugar 

and 

All  i  and  ’  I-  Meats  j  Dairy 

I  Eggs  :  and 

Bev- 

and 

and 

City  . 

Foods  »  Bakery  ' .  1  Products 

:  Veg,  . 

erages 

Oils 

Sweets 

United  States.  -0,4  •  OiO  ■  v  /0.3  /O.l  (•  /-6.5  -4*1 


0.0 


/0.1  /0.1 


New  England : 

w  \  f  *  . 

Boston  -  -1>4  [  -  .4 

Bridgeport  *  /  .2  ;  /  .2 

Fall  River  •  -  .9  :■  0 

Manchester  *  -  .6  \  /  .1 

New,  Haven  •  -  ,4  {  /  *1 

Portland,  Me;  /  .1  ;  -  .2 

Providence  "  -1,0  j  /  .2 


j 


/  .8  j 

-\2 

/4.0  J 

-  .4 

..-•.2 

/6.5  1 

/  .2  ; 

'0 

/3.6  - 

/  -3  ( 

0 

A  .2 

/  .2  i 

/  *2 

/3.V 

/l.l  i 

/  ^ 

/4.5 

/  .2  ! 

-  .3 

.  /4.2 ] 

r 


-7.8  ! 

0 

./  .2 

-  .9 

—  •  B 

/  .2  -  j 

-  *2  ■; 

0 

'-5.9  : 

0 

/  .2  i 

/  .2 

.-4.8  l 

/  .5- 

/  .2  : 

-  .5 

-3.1 

/  .2 

./  .1  ; 

-  .2 

-2.4  : 

/  .1 

/  .1  !. 

-  .8 

-5.1  1 

-  .1 

/  .1 

/  .5 

Middle  Atlantic: 

Buffalo  -  .1  i  /  .1 

Newark  /  .2  |  0 

New  York  ...  -  .1  j  /  .3 

Philadelphia  -  .9  ;  0 

Pittsburgh  »-1.0  ;  /  ,1 

Rochester  -1.0  |  /  .1 

Scranton  0  ?  -  .2 


/  .2  !  -  .1 
/2.4  !■  o 
/  .9  /  .3 

•  ,1  0 

/  .2  0 

/  .5  :  o 

/  a  :s  o 


/7.8 

—3*0 

0 

1  /  *6 

0 

/4.3: 

-3.4  J 

-  .2 

i  -  .i;> 

/  .1 

/3.4 

-2.5  2 

/  .2 

j  /  .i 

-  .2 

/4.7 

-5.4  !■ 

0 

4  -  .2 

/  .2 

/6.5 

-6.5  \ 

-  .1 

■I  0 

/  .5 

/6.7i 

-8.7  1 

-  .1 

!  -  .2  i 

—  .2 

/4.0 

-1.3  1 

0 

i  /l.l 

/  a 

East  North  Central:  | 

Chicago  -1.1  f  0 

Cincinnati  -l.B  j  -  .2 

Cleveland  -  .6  j  -  .2 

Cdumbus,  Ohio  -  .5  |  -  *3 

Detroit  -  .9  j  0 

Indianapolis  -1.2  j  -  .1 
Milwaukee  /  ,1  0 

Peoria  -  .5  \  0 

Springfield, Dl,  -1.0  :  0 


.2  ; 

/ 

.2 

;  /8.9 

-6.2  J 

.  / 

.1 

.2  ] 

—  .2 

/ 

.1  1 

0 

|  /6«4:; 

-7.7  ! 

/ 

.1 

.2  1 

.2  1 

/ 

.1 

/5.3 

-3.3  | 

/ 

.1 

.1  ! 

/l.l 

.2  ! 

/ 

.4 

5,  A- 5 

-'6.4  l 

0 

/ 

.6  | 

/1.9 

/ 

.1  1 

0 

/7.4 

-5.5 

•• 

.6 

- 

.1  1 

-  .9 

0 

/ 

.2 

!•  A. e 

-7.8  ; 

/ 

0- 

/ 

.5  j 

/2.1 

.1  t 

/ 

.2 

/9.2 j 

-2.1. } 

.4 

/ 

.1  \ 

-  .1 

.5  ; 

.1 

;  -  /6.8 

-2.1 

0 

«»• 

.8 

0 

/ 

.il 

.1 

•  /5.2 

-4*8 

0 

•t 

.7  [ 

jfe.O 

West  North  Central; 


Cedar  Rapids 

-  .i  i 

/  .1 

H  -1.7  ! 

.  o 

/  . 

Kansas  City 

-  .9  r 

0 

-  .1 

./  ♦! 

Minneapolis 

/  -5  i 

-  .1 

-  .4 

fl 

Omaha 

/  a  i 

-  .2 

i  -  .4  ! 

.  o 

St.  Louis 

-1.3-  1 

/  .1 

1 .  -  .1  : 

r  .1 

St,  Paul 

/  ,3.  | 

0 

j  -1.0 

/  .1 

Wichita 

-  .1-5 

-  .1 

/  /  .2  • 

.  o 

* 


i  ;/8.o 

-1.0  1 

/4«3 

-5.,4  ; 

/l2 .2 

-1.3 

1  •  A.7 

-1.5  : 

/7.4 

-6.1 

Ao.5 

-l.Q 

A.  4. 

-3.4 

/  .2 

-  .4 


-  .2 

0 

/l. 3 

-  .2 
-  .1 
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Table  6  -  Retail  Pood  Coots  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods  (Cont»d.) 


'  i 

Percent  Change  -  Sept. 

12,  1944 

to  Oct, 

17,  1944- 

Region  ; 

i  Cereals 

Fruits  : 

Fats 

Sugar 

and 

All 

and 

.  Meats 

1  Dairy 

: 

and 

Ecv- 

and 

and 

City 

Foods 

:  Bakery 

;  Products 

Vog.  • 

orages 

Oils 

’ Sweets 

South  Atlantic: 

r 

Atlanta 

-0.7 

0.0 

/0 . 6 

\  A.2 

A- 5 

-8.1 

o.o  - 

0.0 

;  0.0 

Baltimore 

/  .9 

-  .  1 

/l.  5 

0 

A,  5 

-  *8 

-  ,2  : 

/l«4 

0 

Chariest  on,  S.C. 

-  *1 

/  •  5 

f  .2 

!  /  .2 

/7.2  : 

-3.5 

0 

-  .1 

0 

Jacksonville 

-1,4 

0 

0 

5  -  .A 

/8.4 

-8.5 

-  .1  : 

/  .2 

0 

Norfolk 

-  .2 

-  .2 

/l.6 

0 

/s.o  ; 

-3.8 

0 

/  .1 

!  -  0 

Richmond 

/  .4 

-  .2 

A.2 

1  /  .1 

/10.2  i 

-4.7 

0 

/  .9 

0 

Savannah 

-102 

-  .2 

-  .2 

!  /  .2 

/4.7 

-6.7 

/  .i  : 

-  .5 

:  -  .2 

Washington,  H  Co 

~  .4 

/  .1 

A. 8 

i  o 

Ao.3 

-5.6 

/  .i  ? 

/  .2 

!  ,  o 

Winston-Salem 

/  cl 

0 

;  -  .i 

0 

Ao.i  : 

-2.6 

-  cl  i 

-  .1 

l  /  .2 

East  South  Central: 

: 

\ 

Birmingham 

-  e  6 

/  .6 

;  r? 

**  c  / 

!  -  .2 

A.i 

-6.3 

0 

/  .2 

i-  .2 

Jackson 

-  o9 

0 

-  ,2 

0 

/4.7 

-5.5 

/  .1  . 

-  .1 

•  -  .1 

Knoxville 

-1.0 

-  .8 

-  .2 

!  o 

/6.7 

Q 

A.i  ; 

A.o 

!  -  *3 

Louisville 

-  .5 

/  ,i 

0 

0 

/9.4  ; 

-6.5 

0 

0 

:/  .1 

Memphis 

-1.1 

-  .3 

-  .6 

!  -  .1 

A. 5  ! 

-5.7 

-  .5  ? 

-  .6 

1/  .2 

Mobile 

-  ,8 

.  /  *5 

0 

0 

A. 7 

-6.9  i 

-  .3 

/  .1 

0 

West  South  Central: 

: 

Dallas 

-  .8 

/  .1 

1-  .1 

-  _  / 

/5.9 

-5.0  J 

/l.o  ; 

/  *3 

0 

Houston 

-  .7 

/  *2 

.1 

!  /  .2 

/5.7 

-4.9  1 

0 

/  .2 

1/  .7 

Little  Rock 

-1.5 

-  .1 

-  .5 

!  -  .1 

/5.0 

-7.1 

/2.4  i 

/  .2 

0 

New  Orleans 

-1,6 

I  0 

/  .2 

0 

/4*9 

-7  7  ; 

0 

/  .3 

!  -  .i 

Mountain: 

r 

l 

\ 

\ 

Butte 

0 

/  .3 

/  .4 

\  /  •! 

A4.5  : 

-3o6 

/  .2  { 

0 

0 

Denver 

-  .1 

-  .2 

-  .5 

i  -  .1 

/9.9  ; 

-1.7 

-  .1 

/  .2 

1  -  .1 

Salt  Lake  City  /  .7 

0 

|-  .1 

I  '  0 

A3, 3 

-1.0 

0 

0 

1/  .3 

Pacific: 

:  .  ' 

i 

i 

s 

* 

Los  Angeles 

/l.l 

/  .2 

/  .4 

l  /  i 

/8.9  : 

/  .5 

-  .1  f 

/  .9 

0 

Portland, Orego 

A.2 

/  .1 

-  .5 

?  0 

As,  8  ! 

-  .3 

/•  .1 

-  .1 

0 

San  Francisco 

A. 3 

0 

/  .1 

I  “  .4 

/7.6 

/2.5 

A.O  ; 

-1.8 

.1 

Seattle 

Aa 

1  /  .1 

-  .1 

0 

A3. 9 

-  .5 

/  *3  | 

/  .1 

*5 

10 
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Table  7  ”  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined 


Commodity 


Oct.  17 


Aver  age 
Prices 
Cents 


Sept^ 

19U4- 

Oct, 


12. 
tO  J 

17 


Oct* 

19*13 

Oot. 

>!  I 


Jan. 


Percent  Change 
19i  Sept.  Ip 
to  v  I'yi j-2  to 
17 I  Cct*  17 
:  1966 


16? 
19I+1  to  j 
Oct.  17 

1966  . 


Aug.  15 
1939  to 
Octo  17 

19  l\h 


CKRfiALS  Aim  BAKERY  PRODUCTS r 
Cereals;  > 


Flour,  wheat 

.10 

lb. 

6-4,1  • 

>0,5 

2.6 

+  18.0 

1  +56.8 

■  +79.1 

macaroni 

lb- 

1 5,1 

0 

.6 

ij 

+  11.3 

:  +13.8 

+  12.1 

♦Wheat  cereal 

28 

os.. 

.A  * 

0 

.9 

l 

-  3.3 

S  -  i-3 

1  -  6.1 

Corn  flakes 

O 

0 

0  it . 

/  g*  * 

V.p 

0 

- 

1.5 

5 

-  7.1 

a  tr 

“  U  0  J 

-  7*1 

Cdrn  meal 

1  e  . 

A  ],  : 

+  1.6 

4 

r 

A  c 
°  »  > 

7 

+28.0 

\  +52.6 

+60 ,0 

♦Rice 

M 

12,  S  - 

0 

« 

V 

.8 

V 

+  2*4 

+o2.0 

;  +70.7 

Rolled  oats 

ft 

10*1  4 

+ 1  •  Q 

;  +16.1 

1 

+  16.1 

:  +62.3 

;  y 

•  p 

♦Flour,  pancake 
^ Bakery  products; 

20 

0  2  . 

12  s  2  i 

0 

4* 

5.2 

i 

1/ 

-  1/ 

Bread,  v;hite 

lb. 

3.8 

0 

1.1 

| 

+  1.1 

1  +12.8 

+12.8 

Bread,  whole  wheat 

tt 

9.6  i 

0 

2.C 

- 

+  1,1 

}  +10.3 

+  9  •  1 

Bread,  rye 

rt 

9.9 

0 

i 

; 

2.0 

+  2.1 

+  10.0 

i  +  7,6 

Vanilla  cookies 

!f 

23,2  : 

+  1*1; 

0 

:■  - 

1.1 

+  4.6 

i  +12.6 

p  / 

!  +2’/.  7 

Soda  crackers 

It 

18 .9 

?  + 

2.2 

+  13.9 

i  +26.0 

MEATS : 
Beef; 


Round  steak 

lb 

.  40.7 

Rib  roast 

tt . 

:  33.0 

“ 

Chuck  roast 

n 

28.6 

\ 

♦Stew  meat 

n 

•  38.6 

i 

Liver 

u 

37.3 

\ 

H&mbur ger 

tl 

27.5 

•j. 

Veal; 

G  \A  "t  X  €?  "t»  S 

it 

:  66.6 

♦Roast,  boned  and  rolled" 

35.9 

- 

Pork; 

Chops 

ft 

37.2 

Bacon,  sliced 

If 

i+0.9 

' 

Earn,  sliced 

ft 

50.0 

Ham,  whole 

il 

.  35°  2 

Salt  pork 

ft 

22 . 3 

♦Liver  ■ 

tt 

22.0 

* Sausage 

ft 

38.5 

♦Bologna,  big 

•  f? 

3*1.2 

Lamb : 

Leg 

ti 

-  39.9 

j 

Rib  chops 

If 

:  65.2 

i 

NOTE;  Data  are  bas 

from  Januarv 
»/ 

ed  on  51 
1943  to 

cities 
date  • 

COi! 

-  *5 

r  “* 

2.9 

;  -  7.9 

;  +  5*6 

l  +11.8 

+  .3 

•:  - 

2.9 

f  -  6«9 

+  4.8 

+16.2 

-  .6 

;  - 

2.7 

-  5.3 

+  12.7 

+26.2 

0 

. 

1 .6 

!  V 

1/ 

1  1/ 

+  .3 

+ 

.8 

;  v 

i  2/ 

.  2/ 

0 

— 

/ ,  O 

L.j.  *  C. 

\  1/ 

s  y 

j  1/ 

-  *2 

- 

3.7 

-18.8 

.  -  1.3 

+  6*9 

+1.6 

•;  - 

2.2 

1/ 

I  V 

1/ 

-  .3 

:  - 

1.3 

4  ”13.7 

\  +27.8 

+20.4 

0 

.  - 

■j  0 

did 

1  0 

:  +35.9 

?  r 

+34.5 

* 

v  - 

3.5 

i  - 16 . 1 

+10.9 

'  +7*8 

-  .3 

:  - 

1.6 

?  -  8.1 

+36.6 

:  +28.5 

+  .9 

:■  - 

1.8 

-  6.3 

:  +33*5 

•  +66*8 

+  .5 

l  “ 

.9 

1/ 

:  1/ 

5  1/ 

+  .8 

•5 

V  • 

1  T/ 

•  V 

+  *  B 

.  - 

1.2 

.  1/ 

:  j/ 

;  y 

0 

f  -  . 

1.2 

■  +  5.3 

+43.5 

:  +66 .6 

+  .2 

— 

1.3 

-  6.0 

:  +29.1 

+23.2 

ined 

prior 

to 

1963  end  on 

56  c  i  t  i 

es  combined 

*  ^  Rot  included  in  the  index. 

V,  Priced  for  first  time  in  February  1963 • 
No t  ava liable. 
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Table  J  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont'd) 


Fercent  Change 


Commodity 


Oct.  17:  Sept.  12.  Oct.  19:  Sept.  15  Jan.  lJLj.  Aug.  15 

:  19bk  :  1944  to:  1943  to!  1942  to  I  1941  to  1939  to 

Average;  Oct.  17  Oct.  17!  Oct.  17  Oct.  17] Oct.  17 

Prices:  1914  i  1944  I  194+  ?  1914  19i4 

Cents  ,  '  I  I  r  — :  - 


MEATS;  (Continued) 

Poultry; 

Roasting  chickens  2/ 

Fish: 

•  Fish  (freah,  frozen)  2/  lb.: 
Salmon  /  pink  16  o*z.  can; 
♦Salmon,  red  '*  »»"  \ 


lb*,  14.9  I  +  O.I4. 


DAIRY  PRODUCTS; 

Butter 

Cheese 

Milky  fresh  (delivered) 
Milk,  fresh  (grocery) 
Milk,  evaporated  lj^g-  0z. 

■EGGS: 


lb*, 

h  \ 

qt.j 

it  ; 

can; 


y 

23. 0 

40.9 


49.9 

36.1 

15.6 

H+.5 

JjO.O 


Eggs,  fresh  2/ 

doz 

63.5 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables:  • 

Fresh  fruits: 

Apples 

lb  .1 

9.8 

Bananas 

it  ; 

11.1 

Or  ange  s 

doz .  ? 

49*6 

♦Grapefruit 

'each? 

9.2 

•  Fresh  vegetables: 

*  j 

•1 

Beans,  green 

'  lb.l 

14.7 

Cabbage 

tt 

4.  7 

Carrots 

bunch? 

8.9 

Lettuce 

head- 

12.2 

Onions 

lb  .  \ 

4*8 

potatoes 

15  lb. 5 

67.1 

Spinach 

lb.  j 

11.4 

Sweetpotatoes 

If 

7.1 

♦Beets 

bunch? 

7.6 

Canned  fruits  and  vegetables;] 
Canned  fruits;  : 

Peaches  $2sr  can: 

27.8 

pineapple 

ii 

'27.5 

Grapefruit  juice 

2  can f 

14.4 

♦ 

+ 


3.2 

•4 

1.2 


.2 


0 

0 

0 

0 


+  6.5 


+  1.0 

0 

-  2.0 

-164 

-4.5 
-  6.0 

0 

0 

-12.7 

-  7.3 
-11.6 
-184 

-  1-3 


-  .7 
+  .7 

+  .  7 


NOTE:  Data  are  based 


:  +  2.0 

j  +12.1 

+54*2 

=  +58.5 

?  -  3.8 

!  +24.7 

+77.9 

: +IO9.9 

j  -  2.1 

f  +  5*5 

:  +46.5 

i  +79.7 

;  -  1.0 

j  +  *7 

+54.9 

+77.1 

?  -  1.2 

f  -  14 

1  +31.3 

:  +62.5 

:  +  .6 

f  +  5.2 

i  +33.7 

+46  •  2 

\  +  .6 

:  +  4  •  0 

+20.0 

+30.0 

;  +  .7 

!  +  7-4 

:  +21.8 

\  +31.8 

0 

i 

+  12.4 

+4o.8 

:  +49.3 

j  -  5.8 

;  +15.3 

?  +83.8 

;  +97.4 

?  -  7.5 

\  +58.1 

+88.5 

+122.7 

-  9.8 

?  +  7*8 

+68.2 

!  +82.0 

-  4.2 

+26.9 

;  +8I.7 

?  +57.5 

■  -  8.0 

'?  -  2.1 

3/ 

|  l/ 

-16.9 

-  +26.7 

:  +  5.0 

+ 104, 2 

:  +  2.2 

+20.5 

+38.2 

:  +20.5 

-  -  7.3 

+29.0 

+48.3 

i  +93.5 

-  6.9 

;  -  2.4 

+45.2 

+45.2 

“294 

+  6.7 

+  33.3 

+33.3 

•;  +10.0 

=  +38.9 

:ffl29.8 

:  +95.1 

=  +12.9 

1  +  6.5 

+58.2 

•  +46  •  2 

i  -14.5 

v +10.9 

■  +42.0 

+29.1 

.  -  5.0 

j  4/ 

y 

4/; 

♦  3.3 

!  +15.8 

+68.5 

+62.6 

?  »  1.4 

4  -  2.8 

+31.6 

]  +31.0 

0 

I +16.1 

3/ 

3/ 

★ 

Hi 

Hi 


on  81  cities  combined  prior  to 
from  January  1943  to  date.* 

Not  included  in  the  index. 

Composite  price  not  computed. 

Percentage  change  computed  on  the  index. 
Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  19lj.l. 
Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1943 • 


1943  and  on  56  cities  combined 
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Table  7  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont'd) 


#•  •  .  .  .  . 

Commodity 

r 

Percent  change 

Set.  17; 
1944  j 

Average ; 
Prices ; 

Sept.  12;  Oct.  I94 Sept.  15 

19^4  toy  1943  to-;  19 42  to 
Oct.  I7I  Oct.  I7I  Oct.  17 

_  1944  L  1944  1  1944 

Jan. 

1941 

Oct. 

1944 

14;  Aug.  18 

to ; 1939  to 
17  Oct.  17 
:  1944 

f 

Cents  * 

7 

FRO  ITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

( CcntTd)  ’ 

* 

i  r 

Canned  vegetables; 

r  r. 

1  ( 

Beans,  green 

#2  can 

13,1  : 

0.0  ;  -  9.7 

-  4*4 

+3i.o 

1  +51.0 

Corn 

tt 

lii.6 

+  .i,\* 3.5  ? 

+  9.8 

+36.4 

•:  +40.4 

Peas 

n 

-  A 

15-3  j 

+  .8  ?  -**  8.3  - 

-  8.9 

+  .8 

;  -  2.2 

Tomatoes  ' 

n  / 

12.0 

.  0  -t  -  3.2  i 

+  3.4 

+42.9 

!  +39.5 

★Soup,  vegetable  T1  oz.  can 

15.4  <■ 

0  .  5.5 

1/ 

1/ 

I  1/ 

Dried  fruits-  &  vegetables. 

; 

■■  '  = 

Dried  fruits. 
Prune  3 

lbv 

17.0  • 

“  1.7  +  2.4  | 

+14.9 

+77.1 

1  +93.2 

Dried  vegetables: 

* 

Navy  beans 

lb.; 

10.9  1 

0  j  +  5.8 

+19.8 

+67.7 

!  +87.9 

★Soup,  dehydrated. 

'* 

?  I 

chicken  noodle  • 

oz. 

3.7 

+  2.8  .  0 

.  1/ 

y, 

i.  1/ 

BEVERAGES : 

! 

*. 

’  1  t 

• 

■  |,i 

Coffeo 

lb. 

30.2  ! 

0  f  +  1.0  ' 

+  5.2 

+45.9 

1  +35.4 

Tea 

■k  lb.; 

23*9  : 

0  •:  +  2.1  ; 

+  6.7 

+35.8 

i  +39.0 

★Cocoa 

■  I  lb.*. 

10.4  j 

0  [  +13.0 

+  2.0 

♦14.3 

•  |  +20.9 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

?  i 

1 

Lard 

lb . ' 

18. 7  ! 

0  -1.1 

+  8.1  IflOl.l 

.  !  +88.9 

Shortening  other  than 

lard :  ■; 

*  i 

:  ; 

In  cartons 

lb.’ 

20.2  ; 

0  i  +  .5 

+  3.6 

+78.8 

1  +72.6 

lit  other  containers 

21+.8  i 

0  ?  -  .4  : 

+  1.6 

+  35.5 

!  +22.8 

Saldd  dressing 

pt.f 

25.7  ! 

-  *4  +  .8 

★  2.0 

+27.9 

j  2/ 

Oleomargdr in© 

lb.; 

24.1  i 

+  .4-  +  *4 

+  7*6 

+54.5 

1  +4^.1 

Peanut  butter 

M  > 

26.4  | 

0  :•  -15.0 

+  2.2 

+58.7 

i  +58.7 

★Oil, ' cocking 'or  salad 

pt.f 

30.6  ; 

0  .  :  .0 

2/ 

2/ 

|  s/ 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS : 

1 

^  ’ 

Sugar 

lb.f 

6.7  l 

0  1-1.5 

-  2.9 

+  31.4 

1  +28.8 

Corn  sirup 

2h  ozt] 

15.6  4 

•  0  |  .6 

4-  4.6 

+  16.2 

!  +13.3 

★Molasses  - 

18  oz.? 

15.7 ? 

"*  .6  — .  .6 

+  5.4 

+  17.2 

f  +15.4 

* Apple  butter 

16  oz.f 

13.7  ? 

♦  2.2  1  +  5.4  1 

y  j 

1/ 

i  1/ 

HOTE:  Data  ore  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  1945  and  on  56  cities  combined 
from  January  1943  to  date* 

*  Not  included  in  the  index. 

Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1943. 

2j  Not  available. 
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Table  0  -  Indexes  and  Percent  Change  from  January  1941 
and  Other  Specified  Periods 


Indexes  1935 - 39= i oo 


Percent  Change 


Region  and  City 


. . -  -r.  nr.,,  .  ,  n  ,m  -p  - -n  - ,  LJ  ;  .  i  WuO  Wild.  1 C-  ^ 

l  Sept.  12' Oct.  19:  Sept.  15?  Jan.  14i  Sept .  12?  Oct.  19  Sept.  l£  Jan.  14 

1944  '  1944  ;  1943  j  1942  1941  !  - 

i  2/  | 


1944 
to 


194S  1942 

to  to 
:  Oct. 17  Oct. 17, Oct. 17 

1644 


1941 
to 

Oct. 17 


r 

i  j 

1944 

1944 

United  States 

1  136.4  1  137.0’ 

» 158.2  :  126.6 

•  97.8 

> 

0.4 

1.3 

New  England:, 

}  " 

• 

Boston 

r  131.1  132.9 

! 133.1  :  124.4 

-  95 . 2 

mm 

1.4 

*  mm 

1.5 

Bridgeport 

j  135.4  135.1 

137.1  } 127. 1 

*  96,5 

i/ 

.2 

1.2 

Fall  River 

131.2  132.4  ‘ 

.135.2  : 125.7 

97.5 

.9 

3.C 

Manchester. 

:  133.4  :  134,2 

134.5  5  126.8 

'  96.6 

.  6 

.8 

.  New  Haven 

135.7  ;  136.3 

138.6  126.2 

95.7 

• 

.4 

mm 

2.1 

Portland,  Main©  133.8  l  133.6 

; 134, 3  1  125.6 

•'  95.3 

.1 

.  4 

Providence 

:  134.6  f 135.9 

: 136*9  !  126.3 

:  96 . 3 

1.0 

}  ~ 

1.7 

Middle  Atlantic: 

:  *'  •: 

*  .  .  * 

r 

.  Buffalo 

:  134.7  : lo4.8 

138.5  j  127.6 

100  .  2 

.1 

j 

2.7 

,  Newark 

138.8  138.5 

:  140.8  ? 128.0 

>  98.8 

y 

.2 

1.4 

.  New  York 

•  137.2  1 137.3  ‘ 

/  138.7  : 125.2 

99.5 

.1- 

? 

1.1 

Philadelphia 

i  133.5  134.  7jV 

137.1  1123.9 

95.0 

.9  • 

3  mm 

2.6 

Pittsburgh 

.  136.6  '  =  136.0 

:138.2  125.9 

98.0" 

•• 

1.0 

mm 

1.2 

Rochester 

; 132.5  133.8 

133.1  i 125.2 

99.9 

1.0 

.5 

.  Scranton 

138.1  138.1 

138.7  1 125.6 

97.5 

0 

• 

.4 

1944 


/  7.7  /39.5 


East  North  Central:,. 
Chicago  155.8 

Cincinnati  133.4 

Cleveland  ^141.9 

.  Columbus,  Ohio  128.7 
•Detroit  ,  132.8 

Indianapolis  132.7 

Milwaukee  135.7 

Peoria 

Springfield,^  Ill. 


West  North  Central: 
Cedar  Rapids  4/ 
Kansas  City  ' 
Minneapoli s 
Omaha 
St.  .Louis 
St.  Paul 
Wichita  4/ 


'137.3 
:  135.8 
142.8 
129.4 
134.0' 
134*3 
i  135.5 


> 1 36 . 6 
136.1 
143. 9 
131.7 
134. 5 
a 35. 4 
a 35. 4 


.  124,9 
126.9 
127.3 
; 119.6 
124.7- 
127.1 
121.0 


98.2- 
96;  5 

99.2 
93.4 
97.0- 

98.2 
95.9 


\r 


1.1- 

1.8 

•  6 
.5 

.9- 

1.2- 

.1 


;/ 


/  5.4 

!  /  6.5 
■  •/  4,4 


/  6. 4 


y  5.6 
y  8.4 

y  9.6 

/  7.7 

y  8.5 

:/  5.8 

/lO.O 


.6  ,/  8.7 
2.0  ;/  5,1 

1.4  yn.5 

2.3  :/  7.6 

1.3  /  6.5 

2.0  y  4.4 

.2 


139.9 

140.6 

141.3 

130.7 

99.0 

1-  .5 

A 

l.o  :/  7.o 

141.1 

142.5 

141.6 

130.2 

:  96.2 

-  1.0 

- 

• 

CO 

• 

: 

. 138.8 

i' 

139".  0 

138.0 

, 121.2 

95 . 9 

-  .1 

* 

v 

.6  i/14.5 

129.7 

130,9 

132.6 

;  120.7 

92.4 

-  ,  9 

2.2  /  7.5 

130.4 

129.7 

132.3 

•  123.3 

■  99.0 

y  .5 

-  _ 

1.4  /  5.8 

:  130.0 

129.9 

132.5 

123.2 

97.9 

y  ,i 

mm 

1.9  5.5 

138.0 

139.8 

139.1 

126.7 

'  99.2 

’  m  1  ? 

.8  y  8  •  9 

128.3 

127.9 

130.5 

120.8 

]  98.6 

:•  /  .  3 

- 

1.7  6.2 

146.8 

147.0 

145.8 

; 132.0 

97.2 

r  -1 

:/ 

.7  yn.2 

/37.7 

/40.3 

/34.6 

/38.1 

/41.8 

/40.4 

/39.8 


/34.4 

/40.5 

/37.9 

/40.5 

/39.4 

/32.6 

/41.6 


/38.3 

/38.2 

/43.0 

/37.8 

/36.9 

/35.1 

:/41.5 

y  41 . 3 

/46.7 


/44.7 
/ 40.  4 
/31.7 
/32.8 
/39.1- 
/30.1 
/51.0 


See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  l/  (Cont’d) 


Table  8  -  Indexes  and.  Percent  Change  from  January  1941 

and  other  Specified  Periods 


Indexe  s , 

1935-39* 100 

Percent 

Change 

Region  'and  City 

Cct .  17: 

1944  ! 

£/  j 

Sept .  12.-  Oct.  ID :  Sept.  15:  Jan.  14 
1944'  :  1943'7  1942  i  1941 

:  ?  ’  # 

Sept .  1 
•  1944 

to 

Oct. 17 

;  1944 

2  Oct.  19; 
i  1543 
to 

.  Oct.  17; 

j  1544  ; 

Sept . 15 
1942 
to 

0  ct .  1 7 

1944 

Jan. 14 
§  1941 
to  * 

•Oct.  17  -ft 

I-9--  j  u 

South  Atlantic* 
Atlanta- 

136.9  : 

137.8 

— t - ? - 

:  140.3  . 125.9 

;  94.3' 

0.7 

-  2.4 

/  8.7 

1/45.2 

Baltimore 

142.0  ? 

140.7 

'  147.0  : 131.2 

§  97.9 

:/ 

.9 

n  * 

U  •  V. 

/  8.2 

/45.0 

Charleston,  *S.C.; 

134.5  1 

134.7 

i  137. 1  ,126,6 

j  95.9 

.1 

-  1.9  : 

/  6.  2 

/40.3 

Jacksonvi lie 

146.1  i 

148.1 

[  146.8  i- 134.2 

;  98.8 

■  r 

1.4 

§  -  •  5  ;; 

/  8.9 

|/47.9 

Norfolk  5/  - 
Ri chmo  nd 

140.8  j 

141.1 

I  148.3  i 131.9 

i  95.8 

- 

.2 

§-  5.1  ' 

/  6.7 

j/47.0 

134.7  j 

134. 1 

? 137.1  : 126.2 

93.7 

/ 

.4 

-  1.8  • 

/  6.7 

;/43.8 

Savannah 

150.9  ! 

152.8 

I 152.2  ; 133.3 

:  100.5 

■- 

1.2 

'  -  -  .9 

/l3.  2 

i/50.1 

Washington,  D.C. 

134.7  : 

135.2 

§140.2  ; 128. 1 

?  97. 7 

• 

.4 

•  -  7  Q 

/  5.2 

:/37.S 

Winston-Salem  4/  137.6 

137.4 

{139.4  119.8 

:  93.7 

/ 

t 

.1 

-  1.3 

/14.? 

:/46,9 

East  South  Central: 
Birmingham 

139.5 

140.3 

1141.8  125.3 

:  96.0 

.6 

•  -  1.6 

/11.3 

i/45.3 

Jackson  4/ 

149.-3  : 

150.7 

: 147.5  141.0 

t  105.3 

.  9 

;/  1.2  : 

/  6.9 

i/41.8 

Knoxville  4/ 

156.3  : 

157.9 

\ 157.5  134.2 

1  97.1 

.1.0 

;  •  6 

/16.5 

:/6i.o 

Louisville 

131.0 

131.7 

\ 135.0  124.2 

95.5 

.  .5 

-  3.0 

/  5.S 

:/37.2 

Memphi s 

144.9 

146.5 

i 144.4  ,129.7 

:  94.2 

1.1 

■/  *2  : 

/11.7 

i/53.8 

Mobile 

145.4 

146.6 

; 147.5  '133.9 

-  07.9 

.8 

1.4 

/  8.6 

i/48.5 

West  South  Central: 
Dallas 

131. G 

132.9 

! 137.1  123.7 

92.6 

.  *6' 

-  3.8 

/  6.6 

j/42.4 

Houston 

136.6 

137.5 

■  | 138.4  130,8 

102.6 

.  .7 

-  1.3 

/  4.4 

s/33.1 

Little  Rock. 

135.4 

137.4 

•133.4  129.2 

95.6 

*■* 

1.5 

/.1.5  - 

/  4.8 

:  /  41  •  6 

New  Orleans 

150.7 

153.1 

152.1  135.9 

:  101.9 

- 

1.6 

i  -  .  s 

/10.9  ' 

;/47.9 

Mountain: 

Butte  , 

133.1 

13  b.  1 

•  !  136.5  124.6 

:  98.7 

0 

-  2.5 

/  6.8 

i/34.9  , 

Denver 

136.2 

136.4 

"  ? 135. £  126.8 

:  94.8 

■- 

.1 

./  *  -7 

/  7.4 

/43.7  v 

Salt  Lake  City 

141.3 

140.3 

■  140.5  130.1 

:  97.5 

./ 

.7 

/  .6 

/  8.6 

/ 44  •  9 

Pacific* 

Los  Angeles 

143.  C 

' 141.4 

143.3  137. S 

.  101.6 

/  1.1 

:  -  .2 

/  3.7 

/40.5 

Portland,  Oreg.- 

146.5 • 

; 144.8 

, 144.6  141.2 

101.7 

/  1.2 

§/  1.3 

/  3.8 

;/44. 1 

San  Francisco 

145.2 

; 143.3 

142.4  133:5 

;  S9.6 

/  1.3 

:/  2.0 

/  8.8 

/45.8 

Seattle  .  , 

143.3 

141.7 

142.8  137.3 

.  101,0 

/ 

1.1 

/  •  ** 

/  4.4 

/' 

:/41.9 

Tf  Aggregate  cosbs  of  81  foods  (54  foods  prior  to  /.'arch  1943;  in  eac.h  city,  weighted 
to  represent  total  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower- salaried 
workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of  population 
weights.  Primary  use  is  for  time-to-time  comparisons  rather  than  pie ce-to-place 
comps  ri sons . 

2/  Preliminary. 

3/  Revised. 

%/  June  1940  equals  ICC. 

"5/  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News. 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Washington  25#  D.  ON¬ 


COST  OP  LIVING  AND  RETAIL  COSTS  OF  FOOD  -  NOVEMBER  1944 


The  BLS  index  indicates  average  changes  in  retail  prices  of  selected  goods, 
rents  and  services  bought  by  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower-salar ied 
workers  in  large  cities.  The  items  covered  represented  70  percent  of  the 
expenditures  of  families  who  had  incomes  ranging  from  $1250  to  $2000  in 

1954-56. 

The  index  does  not  show  the  full  ’wartime  eifect  on  the  cost  of  living  of 
such  factors  as  lowered  quality,  disappearance  of  low-priced  goods  and 
forced  changes  in  housing  and  eating  away  from  home. 

It  does  not  measure  changes  in  total  "living  costs"--that  is,  in  the  total 
amount  families  spend  for  living!  Income  taxes  and  bond  sub s cFiptionF^re- 
not  included. 


For  a  description  of  the  methods  used  in  computing  the  index,  ask  for 
"Description  of  the  Cost  of  Living  Index  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics." 
For  an  appraisal  of  the  factors  enumerated  above,  s^e  tne  report  of  the 
president’s  Committee  on  the  Cost  of  Living,  November  17#  1944* 


Average  prices  of  living  essentials  showed  little  change  between  nmd— 
October  and  mid-November,  Secretary  of  Labor  Frances  Perkins  reported  today. 
"The  family  food  bill  went  up  about  0.1  percent,"  she  said,  "and  there  were 
scattered  increases  in  prices  of  clothing  and  housefurnishings  as  the  demand 
for  many  lower-priced  articles  continued  to  exceed  available  supplies* 

"The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  index  of  living  costs  of  moderate-income 
city  families  rose  0.1  percent  for  the  month  and  stood  at  126.5  percent  of 
the  1955-59  average,  1.9  percent  above  the  level  of  one  year  ago. 

"In  the  family  food  bill,  seasonal  increases  in  prices  of  eggs,  green 
beans  and  apples,  and  higher  prices  for  fresh  ond  frozen  fish  offset  the  usual 
early  winter  price  declines  for  oranges,  lettuce,  and  spinach.  Prices  for 
onions,  white  potatoes  and  swo-et  potatoes  decreased  contrasoasonally. 

"While  the  supply  of  most  staple  foods  was  adequate,  supplies  of  butter 
were  again  quite  limited,  and  pork,  cheese,  canned  fruit  and  salmon  continued 
to  be  scarce.  Larger  quantities  of  bettor'  grades  of  beef  were  available  in 
November  than  in  October,  and  sugar  was  more  readily  obtainable. 


"Average  prices  of  clothing  and  housefurnishings  advanced  slightly ^(0.1 
percent)  over  the  month.  Small  increases  in  men’s  overalls  and  'work  shirts 
occurred  in  a  number  of  cities.  Disappearance  of  lower-priced  lines  raised 
the  average  cost  of  cotton  housedresses,  and  supplies  of  cotton  clothing  in 
general  continued  to  be  extremely  limited. 


"Average  gas  prices  in  J!ow.  York  City  advanced  in  November  as  the  usual 
winter  rate  increase  went  into  effect*  Some  coke  prices  advanood  slightly 
while  dealers. stretched  civilian  supplies  by  adding  higher-priced  types  of 
coke  to  loss  expensive  qualities* 

-  "Most- of 'the 'miscellaneous  goods  olid  Services  "remained  stable*  Rents 

were  not  surveyed  in  November • n 


Table  1 


Report  for  November  15,  1944 
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COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Indexes  1935-39  -  100.0* 


i 

i 

Fuel, 

House- 

Mi  s- 

Date 

j  All 

;  Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

electri  city 

furnish- 

cella 

!  items 

k  4 

. 

and  ioe 

.  .jg&g 

neous 

1939:  August  15 

« 

« 

:  98.6 

j  93.5 

IOC.  3 

104.3 

97.5  ' 
10Q»8'y 

100.6 

100.4 

1941?  January  15 

l  100.8 

:  97.8 

100.7 

105.0 

1C0.1 

101.9 

1942:  May  15 

j  116.0 

;  121.6 

126.2 

109.9 

104.9 

122.2 

110.9 

September  1 

}  117.8 

:  126.6 

125.8 

108.0 

106.2 

123.6 

111.4 

1943:  November 

\  124.2 

i  137.3 

133.5 

108.0 

107.9 

126.9 

117.7 

1944:  October  15 

November  15' 

j  126.4 
i  126.5 

:  136.4 
|  156.5 

141.7 

141.8 

f 

109.8 

109.9 

141.3 

141.4 

122.7 

122.7 

Table  la 

* 

PERCENT  -  OF 

•  « 

CHANC3B. 

*  ■ 

.  ■- 

• 

Fuel, 

7~ 

House- 

Mis- 

Date 

All 

Food 

Clofching 

Pent 

electricity 

furni sh- 

cella 

items 

■t 

2/ 

and  ice 

ings 

neous 

October  15,  1944.  to 

» 

m 

< 

f 

- 

—  . 

Nov.  15,  1944 

/  0.1 

i/  o.i 

t 

/  0.1 

y 

/  0.1 

/  0.1 

0 

Nev.  15,  1943  to 

4 

* 

• 

■ 

Nov.  15,  1944 

/  1.9 

/ 

:  -  0.6 

/  6.2 

/  0.2 

/  1.9 

> 

/11.4 

/  4.2 

Sept.  15,  1942  to 

. 

Nov.  15,  1944 

/  7.4 

/  7.8 

■  / 

/i2.7 

/  0.2 

3.5 

/is. 4 

/10.1 

May  15,  1942  to 

; 

* 

• 

Nov.  15,  1944 

/  9.1 

:  /l2. 3 

/12.4 

-  1.5 

•  •  * 

/  4.8 

* 

/15.7 

/10.6 

Jan.  15,  1941  to 

< 

* 

. 

Nov.  15,  1944- 

/25.5 

:  /39.6 

t 

/40. 8 

/  3.0 

/  9.0 

/41.3 

/20.4 

Aug.  15,  1939  to 

% 

« 

• 

Nov,  15,  1944 

/28.3 

jj/46.0 

/41.4 

/  2.7 

/l2.  7 

/40.6 

/22.2 

*  These  indexes  are-  based  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities, 
l/  Aunts  not  surveyed  this  month. 

Z/  Changes  through  Sept.  15,  1944. 


Table  2  -  U  -  Report  for  November  15*  19^4- 

COST  OF  LYING  IN  LARGE,  CITIES 


percent  Change  between  Oct.  15*  I9M4  and.  Nov.  15*  19^4-  by  Groups* 


...  .  4 

; 

Fuel, 

House- 

Mis- 

\ 

Region  and  City 

i  All 

Food 

\ 

Clothing 

l 

electricity 

‘ 

furnish-  i: 

cella 

|  items 

* 

and  ice 

r 

ings 

no  ou  s 

Aver age :  ,  Lor  ge  Cities 

]  *0.1  1/  +0,1 

*/\ 

+0.1  3/ 

- 

+0.1  y 

£ 

+0.1  3/1 

:N^i 
'  0 

•-  '  •  L  » 

New  England* 

\ 

z 

1 

i 

1 

i 

'•  * 

Boston 

•  ■  +0,2 

| 

+0,5 

'} 

‘  0 

• 

+0.2 

i 

0  - 

O'  •• 

Middle  Atlantic: 

Z  •  * 

-  !  » 

\ 

£ 

‘ 

3 

1  'A 

.Buffalo 

!  -0.3 

: 

-1.0 

?, 

+0.1 

0 

3 

+0.1  i 

-0 

•  .New  York 

+  0,1 

+0.1 

% 

■  0 

r 

+0.2 

•: 

-0.1  ’ r 

•0 

*  Philadelphia 

-0.1 

-0.1 

•  c 

+0.1 

h 

0 

0 

Pittsburgh 

1  -0.5 

-1.U 

i 

0 

*. 

0 

: 

+  0.1 

0 

East  North  Central: 

z.  1 

i 

: 

r* 

Chicago 

0 

f. 

c  . 

+0  •  1 

| 

0 

: 

0 

0 

Cincinnati 

|  +0.3 

\ 

+0.7 

v 

+0.1 

? 

0 

:■ 

0 

0 

Cleveland 

l.  +^,2 

z 

+0.5 

: 

+0.1 

; 

0 

: 

+0.1 

0 

Detroit 

l  -0.2' 

z 

—0 .1 j. 

0 

? 

0 

1 1 

0 

0 

West  North  Central: 

z  > 

f 

7 

z 

Kansas  City 

i  -  +0.2 

+0.5 

\ 

+0.1 

i 

0 

i 

+0.1 

0 

Minneapolis 

"  —0  #  1 

-0.3 

1 

+0.1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

St#  Louis 

1  +0.2 

+0  .Ij. 

0 

0 

i 

o  1 

.  +0*6 

South  Atlantic: 

f  . 

■  *  '  t 

j 

3 

z 

Baltimore 

1  +0.7 

i 

+  1.6 

F 

0 

| 

+0.1 

3 

0 

0 

Savannah 

=  —0.1 

1 

-0.2 

a 

+0.1 

£ 

0 

J 

0  =. 

0  . 

*  Washington,  D.C# 

t  +0.5 

\ 

+  1.5 

r 

0 

•  i 

0 

| 

0 

Q 

East  South  Central: 

I 

? 

i 

1 

3 

Birmingham 

\  +0.5 

* 

+  1.3 

0 

J 

0 

T 

-  0  1 

0 

West  South  Central:  : 

-  — 

f 

.. 

•\  ; 

e 

i 

Houston 

1  -0.6 

■ 

-1.5 

+0.1 

3 

0 

• 

0  1 

■  0 

Mountain : 

l 

i 

= 

3 

1  £ 

Denver 

\  +0.1 

+0,1 

.  +a,i 

f. 

..  0 

i 

0  j 

0 

> 

Pacific : 

| 

*• 

£ 

z 

3 

Los  Angeles 

\  +0.1 

\ 

+ 0 . 2 

+0.1 

£ 

.  ,  0  I 

0 

San  Francisco 

+C.J+ 

r. 

+0.8 

.  +0.2 

: 

...  q 

| 

0  1 

0 

Seattle 

)  -0,1 

j 

— 0 ,!). 

+0  •  1 

j; 

o’ 

I 

+2.1 

*  0 

*  These  percent  changes  are  based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by 
wage  earners  and  lower -salaried  -workers  in  large  cities.  • 

l/  Rents  not  surveyed  this  month. 

Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  nearest  15th  of  the  month# 
3/  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 

Based  on  data  for  3 b  cities 
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COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Indexes  1935-39  z  100.0* 


i 

0 

j  ah 

Fuel, 

House- 

Mi  s- 

Date 

:  Food 

■  Clothing 

Rent 

electri  city 

furnish- 

cella 

>• 

I  items 

and  ioe 

neous 

1939:  August  15 

1 

!  98.6 

93.5 

:  loc. 3 

104.3 

97.5  / 
100.8' 

100.6 

100.4 

1941:  January  15 

;  100.8 

:  97.8 

100.7 

105.0 

100.1 

101.9 

1942:  May  15 

|  116.0 

1  117.8 

;  121.6 

126.2 

109. 9 

104.9 

122.2 

110.9 

September  1 

:  126.6 

i  •  125.8 

•  108.0 

106.2 

123.6 

111.4 

1943:  No vembe r 

!  124.2 

:  137.3 

‘  133.5 

’  108.0 

107.9 

126.9 

117.7 

1944:  October  15 

5  126.4 

:  136.4 

•  141.7 

'  *  1/ 

109.8 

141.3 

122.7 

November  15 

i  126.5 

* 

|  136.5 

;  141.8 

■  y 

109.9 

141.4 

122.7 

Table  la 

PERCENT  OF 

.  ^ 

CHANGE 

• 

4 

* 

Fuel, 

jr- 

House- 

Mi  s  - 

Date 

All 

\  Food 

\  Clothing 

Rent 

electricity 

furni sh- 

cella 

♦ 

items 

\ 

2/ 

and  ice 

ings 

neous 

October  15,  1944.  to 

• 

* 

t 

■ 

r— 

Nov.  15,  1944 

/  0.1 

1/  0.1 
• 

:  .  /  o.i 

1/ 

/  0.1 

/  0.1 

0 

Nev.  15,  1943  to 

i 

Nov.  15,  1944 

/  1.9 

/ 

:  -  0.6 
jt 

:  /  6.2 

/  0.2 

/  1.9 

/11.4 

/  4.2 

Sept.  15,  1942  to 

. 

$  # 

Nov,  15,  1944 

/  7.4 

‘  /  7.8 

i  / 

:  /l2. 7 

/  0.2 

/  3.5 

/14.4 

/10.1 

May  15,  1942  to 

• 

Nov.  15,  1944 

/  9.1 

:  /l2, 3 

*  ./12.4 

1.5 

■  /  4.8 

/15.7 

/10.6 

Jan.  15,  1941  to 

•  • 

Nov.  15,  1944 

/25.5 

•  /39.6 

/40.  8 

/  3.0 

/  9.0 

/41  .S' 

/2C.4 

Aug.  15,  1939  to 

♦ 

% 

« 

Nov.  15,  1944 

/28.3 

:  /46.0 

;  /41.4 

/  3.7 

/12.7 

/40.6 

/22.2 

*  .  These  indexes  are  based  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 

earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities, 
l/  Rents  not  surveyed  this  month. 

![/  •  Changes  through  Sopt.  15,  1944. 


Table  2  -  4  •  Report  for  November  1$,  1944 

COST  OF  LV'ING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


For  cent  Change  between  Oct.  15,  1944  and  Nov.  15.  1944-  by  Groups* 


T~ 

i 

Fuel, 

House- 

Mis- 

Region  .and  City 

z 

AH 

i  Food 

{ 

Clothing 

: 

electricity 

3 

furnish- 

j . 

cella 

l 

items 

| 

and  ice 

ings 

neous 

Average:  Large  Cities 

z  . 

+0,1  1 ):  +0,1  C 

/! 

+0.1  3/ 

■  +0.1  y 

+0.1  3/ 

] 

-0 

New. England: 

.1 

.  v. 

* 

X 

r 

Boston 

i 

+0.2 

f  +0.5 

£ 

0 

+ 

+0.2 

0 

•£ 

.  0 

Middle  Atlantic: 

l 

V 

i 

' Buffalo 

1 

-0.3 

:  -1.0 

•• 

+0.1 

0 

l 

+0.1 

\ 

0. 

New  'York 

r 

+0.1 

+0 . 1 

'  | 

0 

b 

+0.2 

\ 

■-0.1 

z 

0 

Philadelphia 

-0.1 

-0.1 

0 

£ 

+0.1  < 

1 

0 

7 

0 

Pittsburgh 

1 

-0.5 

1  -1.4 

i 

0 

7 

0 

“ 

+0.1 

t* 

0 

East  North  Central: 

\ 

L 

: 

i 

+ 

Chicago 

•; 

0 

?  0 

+0 , 1 

* 

0 

l 

0 

\ 

0 

Cincinnati 

: 

*o,3 

1  +0.7 

+0.1 

: 

0 

0 

\ 

0 

Cleveland 

1 

+^•2 

1  +0.5 

t 

+0 . 1 

z 

■  0 

+0.1 

\ 

0 

Detroit 

1 

r0.2 

i  -0.4 

0 

f 

0 

£ 

0 

\ 

0 

West  North  Central: 

£ 

£ 

- 

? 

\ 

Kansas  City 

+0.2 

r  +0.5 

+0.1 

7 

c 

r. 

+0.1 

= 

0 

Minneapolis 

- 

-0.1 

1  “0.3 

*r 

+0.1 

i 

0 

; 

0 

0 

St.  Louis 

| 

+0.2 

V  +0  *4 

i 

.  6 

: 

0 

| 

0 

z 

+0*6 

South  Atlantic: 

a 

r 

? 

: 

r 

Baltimore 

+0.7 

1  +1.6 

6 

0 

;• 

+0.1 

1 

0 

f 

0 

Savannah 

-0.1 

:,-0.2 

- 

.+0.1 

0 

? 

0 

l 

0  ' 

W a s  h ing ton ,  D . C • 

z 

+0.5 

f  +1.5 

0 

| 

0 

i 

0 

z 

*0 

East  South  Central: 

z 

~ 

f 

z 

- 

c 

z 

Birmingham 

\ 

+0*5 

U1.3 

| 

0 

z 

0 

“t 

0 

z 

•0 

West  South  Central: 

\ 

? 

7 

— 

• 

i 

*  - 

Houston 

z 

-0.6 

?  -1.5 

7 

+0 , 1 

| 

0 

1 

0 

i 

0 

Mountain: 

l 

z 

6 

£ 

Denver 

\ 

+0.1 

r  ^  0  9  X 

* 

+0.1 

s 

0 

0 

5 

0 

Pacific : 

: 

f 

5 

z 

Los  Angeles 

| 

+0.1 

\  +0.2 

7. 

1 — 1 

• 

0 

* 

i 

0 

0 

0 

r: 

■  0 

San  Francisco 

= 

+0 .4 

1  +0.8 

t 

+e,2 

0 

: 

0 

\ 

*  0 

Seattle 

z 

-0.1 

+  —0  .4 

+0.1 

f 

0 

+  2,1 

0 

*  These  percent  changes  are  based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased -by 
wage  earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 

Rents  not  surveyed  this  .month. 

Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  nearest  15th  of  the  month. 
Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 

Based  on  data  for  34  cities 


Table  3 


Report  for  November  15,  1944 


•  5  - 

COST  OF  LIVING)  IN  URGE  CITIES 


Percent  Changes  Since  August  1939,  January  1941  and  Other  Specified  Dates* 


•  i 

Nov. 

15,  1943 i Aug.  15,  1939: Jan.  1,  1941  I  May  15,  1942 

1  Sopt.  15,  1942 

Region  and  City 

to 

to 

:  to  | 

to 

to 

Nov. 

15,  1944|Kov.  15,  1944:  Nov.  15,  1944.  Nov. 

15,  1944:  Nov.  15,  1944 

Average:  Largo  Cities 

/i.9 

j  ■  /28.3 

f  •  /25*5  •  j 

/  9,1 

£ 

./  7.4 

New.  England: 

}  S 

r 

Boston 

A. 7 

;  /2o.7 

;  A4.1  '  | 

/  8.5 

i 

/  5.9 

Middle  Atlantic: 

J  '  .  1  ■ 

: 

Buffalo 

[  /2o.5 

f  /24.2  } 

/  5.1 

/  5.1 

New  York 

A.  9 

1  A8.5 

/25.9  • 

A2.3 

/  9.4 

Philadelphia 

A.  5 

I  /27.7 

1  '  A5.9-  | 

/  8.9 

5 

/  6.8 

Pitts  burgh 

A.  4 

j  /28.9 

i  A5.3 

/  9.5 

\ 

/  7.9 

East  North  Central: 

- 

/ 

z 

i  ‘I 

Chicago 

A.  4 

/27, 5 

r  A4.3  5 

/  8.0 

Z 

/  7.2 

Cincinnati 

A*  9 

'/29.5 

i  •  Ao.5-  I 

/  8.7 

f 

/  6.8 

Cleveland 

A.  7 

i  /30.4 

i  /27.8  t 

/  9.8 

i 

/  9.0 

Detroit 

% 

A.  9 

j  /2S.9 

?  '  /25.7 

A.  * 

/  6.9 

i 

/  7.3 

West  North  Central: 

£ 

“  .  - 

7. 

^Kansas  City 

A.  9 

/26.0 

:  /Z6.2  1 

/  8.9 

4 

/  8.3 

Minneapolis 

A.  9 

/23.2 

;  /20.6‘ 

/  6.0 

4 

/  5.1 

St,  Louis 

A. 6 

,/27.3 

i-  /23.7  | 

*  l  - 

'  •  ; 

/  8.0 

z 

/  7.1 

South  Atlantic: 

i 

5 

Baltimore 

/3.1 

730.8 

i  ’  /28.2-  i 

/  9.2 

z 

/  7.8 

.Savannah 

A.  9 

i  735 . 3 

I  /32. 5  ! 

/U.2 

1 

A°.i 

Washington,  D.  C, 

A.  6 

1  /27.2 

'  A  5. 5' 

/  9.3 

: 

/  7.1 

East  South  Central; 

* 

^  *  l 

£ 

• Birmingham 

A. 4 

S  /32,4 

i  /23.3  | 

/  9.9 

4 

/  9.8 

West  South  Central: 

‘ 

;  « 

^  ’i 

f 

Houston 

/0*6 

•  ’  /22,9 

f  /21.4 

/  6.5 

: 

/  4.9 

Mountain; 

"  / 

i  : 

: 

Denver 

/2.3 

;  /27.1 

i  /25.3  | 

/  8.4 

4 

/  6.1 

Pacific ; 

Los  Angeles 

A.  6 

/23.2 

As.  7  I 

/  9.1 

Z 

/  5.8 

San  Francisco 

/3.1 

/32U 

;  A9.i 

An  7 

* 

/  8.7 

Seattle 

A.  4 

/30-.  0 

;  A7.7  i 

/  7.6 

4 

/  6.3 

*  These  percents  of  change  arc  based  on  indexes  of  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 


Table  4 


6  j-  Report  for  November  15 >  1>44 

COST  OF  LIVING  IN  -LARGE  CITIES 


Indexes,  1935-39  =  100*0* 


,  Region  and  City 

:  • 

All 

items 

Food  . 

>  m 

•  Clothing 

;  Fuel, 

electricity  | 
and  ice 

House-  t 
furnish-.- 
ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

1  •  ‘  v 

Average;  Large  Citie 

^  • 

s 

126.5  ig  126.5  S/g  1)1.8  3/\ 

109.9  k/ ) 

141.4 

5/j 

122.73/ 

New  England; 

''4 

•  .  .  • 

| 

>  z 

i 

Boston 

r 

123.0 

\  lpl.o 

•  139.3 

a 

120*2  '  I 

I38.3 

z~- 

117.2 

Middle  Atlantic.: 

r 

j.. 

■  ■  •  *, ...  . 

z 

Buffalo 

126*6 

; 133.4 

-  ■  139.6 

z 

10649 

142.3 

l 

126.1 

New  York 

127*2 

;  137.4 

147.6 

z 

114.0  i 

133.9 

\ 

125.6 

Philadelphia  . 

r 

124.9 

i  133.3 

143.2 

1 

10.9*2 

139.0 

£ 

119.9 

Pittsburgh  ■ 

126.8 

!  134.7 

I."  159.7 

112;  0 

136*6 

- 

119.5 

East  North  Central: 

•• 

V 

;  1 

■ 

f 

.Chicago  ; 

125. 3 

I  135.0 

k  •  136.4 

i 

1*054  2 

139.  s 

t 

120.9 

Cincinnati 

126.0 

1  134.4 

■  14.1.7 

s 

•3*06.2  ‘ 

145.4 

I 

123.5 

Cleveland 

130.4 

i  11.2*6 

142.4 

z 

H5.3  1 

139.8 

l 

122.1 

Detroit 

l 

127.0 

1  132.3 

s.  ,140.3 

112*3 

143.3 

1 

128.5 

West  North  Central: 

*• 

r 

r  « 

* .  • 

| 

.Kansas  City  p 

z 

124.2 

)  130.3 

i  '  140.4 

110.2  \ 

128.2 

125.0 

^Minneapolis 

122.0 

4  130.0 

}  :  137.4 

c 

103.1 

134.2 

l 

122.0 

St*  Louis 

r 

124.9 

1  136*5 

t  *  139.7 

I 

107.2  I 

126.0 

z 

119*1 

South  Atlantic : 

z 

r 

f 

a 

.1 

Baltimore 

129.1 

l  144  *3 

.  146.2 

109.0 

147.1 

5 

120.8 

Savannah  ,  g 

134.4 

?  150.6 

:  142.6 

; 

112.0  i 

140.2 

- 

129.4 

Washington ,  D • C  * 

r 

125.4 

1 136.7 

| :  149.0 

100*8 

137.7 

| 

126.5 

East  South  Central: 

z 

• 

| 

j 

i 

t 

¥ 

B  irminghani 

: 

130.4 

i  141.3 

i  139.9 

I 

104.5 

136.9 

r  z 

124.4 

West  South  Central: 

£ 

.  ' 

"i 

r. 

. 'Houston 

: 

123*8 

s  134.6 

r  137.6 

•91.1 

128.5 

i. 

122.9 

Mountain; 

■■  •  . 

: 

•  ’  l 

Z 

Denver 

- 

125.3 

4  136.4 

I  133.5 

: 

1.4.1  -.  j 

146  *6 

— 

122. C 

Pacific; 

- 

> 

i 

| 

;  Los  Angeles 

?. 

128.0 

143.3 

!-  139.8 

1 

92.5  1 

138.4 

| 

125.2 

Son  Francisco 

c. 

1  pi  *4 

1  146.3 

;•  140.1 

f 

•92.6 

130.7 

f 

130.5 

Seattle 

13e. I4. 

;  142.7 

i  141.7 

i 

103-5  f 

133.8 

i 

130.6 

*  These  indexes  are  based  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  got>ds  purchased  by  wage 
earners  and  lower -salaried  workers  in  largo  cities* 

1/  Rents  not  surveyed  this  month* 

v  Eased  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the 
month* 

3/  Based  on  data ‘for  21  cities* 
jjy  Based  on  d*ata  for  34  cities* 
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Table  5*  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  O'- ties  Combined  l/ 

Indexes,  1935-39  -  100 


— 

■  "■*  "*  r  T‘  ~~ 

1944 

: 

1943 

1942 

1941  1939 

Commodity  group 

r? 

71SZ7  lljToct 

-  17  - 

Nov,  16  ?  Sept,  15  Jan,  14  , Aug,  13 

All  foods 

?. 

136.5 

136 

•  4  6 

137.3  ; 

126.6 

97  -  o  •  a  -3 

Cereals  ana  bakery  products! 

108.6 

;  108 

/ 

.0 

108.3 

105.4  ]. 

94.9  93.4 

Me  at  s 

3. 

129.7 

1  129.4 

130.4  1 

130.6 

101a  -  95 '7 

Beef  and  veal 

7 

118*2 

•;  118 

.2  i 

119.0  V 

126*0  : 

109.4  99,6 

Fork 

| 

112.2 

•  112 

.2 

113.3  : 

124.0  : 

86,1  88.0 

Lamb 

13 4.5 

*  134.7  ? 

^33-5  ! 

133-7  i 

98 v 7  98.8 

Chickens 

.0 

15G.i| 

1  149*9 

li.f.6 , 5 

133.7  : 

97.2  94.6 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

| 

2lG.3 

?  205.8 

223.6  1 

•168,2  ; 

118,7  99 #6 

Dairy  Products 

"5 

133.6 

**  133 

.6  3/  - 

122  A 

127.7  i 

105.I  93-1 

Eggs 

186.8 

!  179 

.0  ‘ 

190.8  ! 

155-2  5 

97.4  :  90.7 

Fru its  and  vego tab le  s 

| 

■  160*7 

!  162.9 

162,6  ? 

129.7  6 

93.3  92-4 

Fresh 

a 

I67.6 

1 170 

•4 

170.1 

130.3 

93.4  9k. 3 

Canned 

i 

129.6 

!  129 

.7 

129.9  : 

123.8  •; 

91,4  91-6 

Dried 

166.5 

f  165 

.7  ! 

162,5  i 

143.4  - 

99 06  90.5 

Beverages 

1 

12i|.3 

i  124 

.3 

124.8  i 

123.8 .  : 

90.9  :  94-9 

Fats  and  oils 

7. 

123.2 

:  123a 

22  5.0  J 

120.7 

80  *  3  84  *  5 

Sugar  and  sweets 

\ 

126.5 

;  126 

<>4 

126o6 

127.0 

95.3  -  95.0 

1 J  The  number  of  cities 
1943#  with  the  necess 

included  in 

the  i 

n-de-x  was  changed 

from  yl  to  56  La  March 

ary 

adjustments  f 

or  mai 

ntaining  comparability.  At  the 

same  time  the  number 

of  foods  in 

the  index  v> 

as  increased  from  54 

to  61. 

2/'  preliminary.  . 

3/  Revised. 

4, 

4 

• 

■« 

Tf 

able.  5 

-A.  Percent  Chan 

LgO 

;•  OC  t .  17 

■  Nov 

.  16 

Sept.  15 

J  an .  14 

Aug.  15 

- 

n 

:  1 

944  to  ' 

■  194 

3  to 

1942  to 

I94I  to 

•  1939  to 

Commodity  group 

Nov.  li-j. 

Nov 

.  14 

Nov .  14 

|  Nov. . 14 

Nov.  14 

f 

I9ii4 

1944 

19.1,4  • 

1  1944 

i  19)| 

All  food's 

- 

•r  0*1 

- 

0,6 

+  7-8 

l  +39*6 

+ i_|6  i  0 

< 

Cereals  end  bakery  pro due 

wo 

0 

+ 

.3  ■ 

l  +  3.0 

l  +14*4 

+160  3 

Meats  '  ■ 

+  .2 

i 

.5 

-  .7 

?  +26.3 

f  +35-5 

Beef  and  veal- 

0 

- 

•7  . 

I  -  6.2 

•  +  8,0 

+  18. 7 

pork 

0 

'  - 

1*0 

x  -  9.5  : 

i  ->30.3 

+27  0  5 

Lamb  '  •  - 

- 

-  .1 

r 

•>  (  ■ 

\  +  C6 

i.  +36.3 

+36.1 

Chickens 

+  .3 

2.7  • 

V  12  <;  3 

;  +54.7 

+59.0 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

+  2.2 

1  . 

9.9 

+ 29  <1 0 

i  +77.2 

|  +iiia 

Dairy  Products 

d 

0 

j. 

0 

i  +  4*6 

i  +27  a 

1  +45 .5 

Eggs 

+  4*4- 

- 

2c  1 

+20  ,Z| 

+91.8 

;  +106.0 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

-  1.4 

- 

1.2 

*;'23»9 

+72,2 

+73-9 

Fresh 

-  1.6 

- 

1.5 

+28.6 

+79.4 

+60.6 

Canned 

n 

IS  i. 

- 

.2 

*  4.7 

+41  •  s 

+41.5 

Dried 

+  o5 

i  + 

2.5 

+  16.1 

f  +67.2 

\  +84.4 

Beverages 

:: 

0 

- 

.4 

+  #4 

;  +36.7 

i  +31.0 

Fats  and  oils 

+  a 

- 

1.4 

+  2*1 

5  +53-4 

•  +45 -  8 

Bug or  and  sweets 

+  .1 

- 

•  >2 

-  .4 

+32.7 

1  +32.3 

-  8  - 


Table  6  -  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods 


Region 

and 

City 


All 

Foods 


Percent  Chan, 
Meats 


Cereals 

and 

Bakery 


United  States  /O.l  \  0,0 


lew  England: 

Boston  /  c5 
Bridgeport  -  ,7 
Fall  River  /  *3 
Manchester  /  .1 
New  Haven  -  .4 
Portland,  -Me.  -  ,4 
Providence  /  .7 


Middle  Atlantic: 


/  .1 

-  .1 

0 

-  .1 

/  .2 
/  .1 
0 


?e  g__  _0c t ,  17,  1944  to  N o v 

,  Fruits . 

•  Dairy  {  Eggs  i  and 
\  Products 


14,  1944 


Veg. 


Fats 
Bev-  :  and  * 
e rages  Oils 


Su-ar 
and  . 
Sweets 


/0.2 


/  .6 

-  .4 

0 

/  .2 
/  *5 


o 

O  ^ 


/1.7 


0.0 


3  0 

3  0 

!  -  .x 

i  /  .x 
1  -  u 

i  -  .1 

1  o 


Buffalo 

-1.0 

S/  .1 

j  /  .1 

I  ,4 

Newark 

/  .2 

0 

j  /  .8 

\  /  .2 

New  York 

/  .1 

I  -  .3 

|  /  .5 

0 

Philadelphia 

-  .1 

i  /  <»  4 

!  /  .6 

••  0 

Pittsburgh 

-1.4 

U  .2 

-  .0 

*  -  .2 

Rochester 

-  .1 

I  0 

0 

/  .1 

Scranton 

-1.3 

J-  .7 

i  0 

I  -  .1 

ast  North  Central: 

\ . 

: 

f 

Chicago 

0 

!/  .2 

I-  .2 

0 

Cincinnati 

/  .7 

1/  .2 

R-  .3 

0 

Cleveland 

/  .5 

1  0 

.1 

!  0 

Columbus ,  0. 

/  .2 

1/  .1 

0 

!  0 

Detroit 

-  .4 

!-  .1 

i  -  .2 

1  -  .1 

Indianapolis 

/  .3 

M  .1 

1/  .2 

0 

Milwaukee 

-  .4 

I-  .1 

1/  .1 

1  -  .3 

Peoria 

/  .2 

i/  .3 

1-  .3 

I  /  .1 

Springfield, ID/  .6 

;/  .3 

;-  .7 

0 

2st  North  Central: 

z 

: 

§ 

Cedar  Rapids 

/  *6 

0 

;/  .1 

f  0 

Kansas  City 

/  .5 

1/  .4 

/  .2 

[  -  .1 

Minneapolis 

-  .3 

-  .1 

0 

0 

Omaha 

/  .2 

?/  .1 

-  .2 

0 

St,  Louis  # 

/  .4 

!/  .2 

.1 

!  -  .1 

St.  Paul 

0 

■:/  .2 

:/  .3 

/  .1 

Wichita 

/  .3 

;-  .1 

-  .1 

0 

l  A.  4  ;  -1.4  j  0.0  /0.1  i  /0.1 


;  /4.9 
t  /3.1 
:  A.  5 
i  A. 8 
I  /3.3 
!  A.o 
I  A. 4 


;  A. 5 


£2.3 

>  A. v 

=  A.  5 
i  A.s 
;  A.  9 

1  /3.S 


:  A.  3 
!  /9.1 

f  A.i 

3  A.  4 
'  /3.9 
■  A. 2 
f  A- 3 
A2.9 
/17.3 


As. 5 
3  A.s 

:/7.6 

I  A.  5 

:  A.  3 
3/8.9 
A.s 


/  .1 

-3.4 

-  .5 

-  ,6 
-3.6 
-3.8 
/  .2 


-6.0 
-1.0 
-  .8 
-2.4 
-6.1 
•2.0 
-6.3 


-  .9 

/  .8 

/  .9 

-2.4 
-2.6 
-2.0 
-3.7 
—1. 0 

-  .7 


-2,4 
-1.7 
—4. 4 

-  .4 

-  .9 
-4.5 
-1.3 


-  .1 

/  .1 
0 
0 
0 

0 

-  .2 


0 

-  .1 
-  .1 

0 

-  .4 

0 

/  .1 


I  /  .1 

I  /  .2 

0 

!  -  .1 

\  0 
!  /  .2 
f  /  .1 

?  0 

?  •  _  1 


0 

.1 

0 

0 

.2 

0 

.  4 


/  .1 

/  .2 

-  .2 

-  .2 

/  *4 

-  .2 

/  .1 


/•? 
/  .2 

-  .1 
-  .1 

0 

/  .3 

-  .1 


i  /  .  1 

I  /  .2 

l  0 

I  / 

!  /  .2 
*  /  .1 
f  0 

M  .5 
I  /  .5 


/  .3 

-  .1 

/  .4 
/  .1 
/  *2 
/  .2 
-  .1 


-  .1 

-  .4 

0 

-  .3 

/  .1 

0 

/  .2 


0 

-  .1 

/  .5 
/  .1 
0 

/  .1 

0 


/  .2 
/  .1 

0 

-  .8 

/  .2 
-  .2 

0 

-5.4 

-  .2 


-  .1 

0 

-  .2 

/  .6 
/  .1 
/  .8 

-  .4 
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Table  6  -  Retail  Foal  Costs  in  Lorge  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods  (Coni' d) 


Percent  Change  -  Oct. 

17,  1944  to  Nov, 

14j 

1944 

Region  f 
and 

°ity  | 

.  Cereals 
All  i  and 
Foods •  Bakery 

Meats 

?  ■ 

Dairy 

Products 

;  Eggs 

:  Fruits 
|  and 

1  Veg. 

i  Fats  i 

1  Bev-  !  and  j 
f  e rages:  Oils - 

Sugar 

and 

Sweets 

.South  Atlantic: 

■- 

■ 

i 

*i 

i  \ 

Atlanta 

/0.7  'i  0.0 

'  /0.2 

-0.4 

j  /4.2 

1  /2.1 

! 

0,0 

I  -0,11 

/0.2 

Baltimore 

/1.6  :  /  .2 

i  /  .8 

i  *  •f  o 

i  A.9 

I  /3.7 

r  •* 

.1 

r  -  •  1  = 

0 

Charleston,  S.C./  .1  f‘  -  .2 

-  ,  5 

I’  "  .2 

*  /6.6 

f  -  .6 

0 

I  /  .4  ; 

0 

Jacksonville 

-  .i  r-  .3  * 

;  -  a 

1  0  ■ 

i  /2.2 

?  -1,2 

: 

0 

I  /  .U 

0 

Norfolk  ' 

/  .9  /  .2  ' 

;  /  .8 

0  * 

/4.8 

I  A.  2 

17 

.1 

l  0  9 

0 

*  Richmond' 

/  .7  ;  /  .3  ' 

:  A.?. 

:  /3.8 

2  •  .6 

.1 

•  /  .4  i 

/  .9 

Savannah' 

-  .2  r-  .4 

:  -1.3 

1  o  • 

1  A.l 

I  -  *4 

|  - 

.2 

,  /  .11 

/  .4 

’  Washington,  D.C.  /1.5  .  /  *1 

i  /3.5 

f  -  .3  ' 

;  A.i 

/  *4 

!  ' 

0 

I  /  .6  ■ 

-  .2 

Winston-Salem 

/  .3  -  .1 

•  / 

;•  /  .2 

:  A.  9 

|  -  .2 

!/ 

.1 

1  /  .2  I 

0 

East  South*  Central:  * 

1  ■ 

f 

9 

i  r 

Birmingham 

/1.3  -7  .1  ■ 

*  /  «4 

*  -  a  - 

A3.9 

S  -2.6 

9 

0 

I  /  .7  ! 

-  .1 

'  Jackson  * 

/  .6  !  /1. 4 

1  -  ,3 

*  0 

f  h.  5 

i  A.o 

!  / 

.1 

i  /  ,3 ! 

0 

Knoxville 

/  .3  17  .1 

•;  0 

*  -  .1 

/l0.2 

f  -1.9 

0 

1  -  .3  1 

0 

Louisville 

0  ■ '  0 

5  -  .2 

0 

f  /7.2 

f  -3.0 

1 

0 

I  /  .2  T 

0 

Memphis 

o  7  .i 

5  /  .2 

f  -  .1 

75.6 

V  -2.0 

1  - 

,2 

t  /  .4  ! 

-  •  6 

Mobile 

-  .3  I  -  .2 

I  " 

\  0 

7  3.2 

I  -2.1 

|  - 

•4 

o  f 

0 

West  South" Central:  ‘ 

r 

r 

‘  Dallas 

/  .6  '-  .1 

i  -  .1 

0 

i  /6.4 

I  /  .8 

7 

.3 

:  -  .i  i 

/2.4 

'  Houston  * 

-i.5  r-  .i 

§  -  .1 

r  -  .i 

7a.  o 

I  -7.5 

0 

9  0  1 

/  .1 

Little  Rock 

/  .7  I  0  .• 

1  -  .2 

!  o 

f/7.4 

1  A.  2 

\  - 

.4 

i  /  .2  I 

/  .2 

New  urleans 

-  .7  •  {  0 

\  ~  .4 

|  -  .2  ' 

•  % 

;/7.7 

f  -4. 0 

■i 

0 

!  /  • 1  j 

0 

Mountain : 

i 

\ 

z 

i  ■  § 

*  Butte 

/  .3  0  • 

!  -  a 

0 

73.6 

i  /  *2 

1 

0 

1  -  .i  I 

0 

Denver 

/  .1  1-3.9 

1/  .5 

r  o  • 

:  /4. 6 

5  /  .9 

i 

0 

I  -  .i  i 

/  .1 

Salt  Lake  City 

i  *  y 

-  .1  .1 

}  -  .2 

0 

% 

Ao.2 

1  -3.6 

f  - 

.1 

7  .7 1 

-  .2 

Pacific:  > 

r 

5- 

r 

1 

; 

•  1 

•  Los  Angeles 

/  .2  f  0 

1  /  .6 

t  0 

/2.9 

:  -  .6 

7 

.2 

M  .5  I 

.2 

4  Portland,*  Qrog, 

/  ,2  -  .1 

-  .1 

=  -  .1 

77.6 

?  -1.8 

.1 

-!  o  ; 

/  .1 

*  San  Fran 0 is co 

/  .8  7  .1 

!  '  0 

!  -  .2  * 

72.8. 

71.9 

7 

.3 

1  I  o  ! 

-  .1 

Seattle 

-  *4  /  .1 

!  -  .2 

-  .1  - 

A.o 

-  -3.6 

/ 

.5 

!  -  .1  ! 

/  .3 

i 
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Table  7  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined 


Commodity  . . 

/  ■»-'  r  . 

#  ■  •  •  ■ 

\l 

•  -b 

Percent  Change 

lov.  14  ^  Oct.  17 
1944  1 1944  to 

iverage  J  Nov.  14 
Prices  )  1944 

Nov.  16 
1943  to  i 
l  Nov.  1 b 
i  1944  1 

Sept.  151 
1942  to f 
Nov.  14  I 
1944  1 

Jan.  14 
1941  to 
PJov.  14 

1944.,-.. 

Aug.  15 
1939  to 
Nov.  14 
1944 

If 

■? 

Cents 

i- 

f 

CEREALS  AND"  BAKERY  PRODUCTS : ' t 

-  •  .  •  •  ?  ■  .... ..  .... 

-  ........ 

...  3  . 

: 

!  1 

-a. 

.  . 

Cereals : 

\  : . 

\ 

1 

: 

7 

Flour,  whedt 

10  lb.i 

64.2  -1/0.2  • 

if  1.9 

•  » 

/IS; 2  1 

/55.1 

5 

/79.3 

Macaroni 

lb;  r 

15.3  ' :  /  .6  • 

/  1.3 

V  — 

/12;1 

/14.5 

r 

/12.9 

*V'Jheat  cereal 

28  oz;;4.' 

23.2  -r  0  .* 

r  -  .4 

'  1  " 

-  3.3'' '  t 

-  1.3 

"1 

-  4.1 

Corn  flakes 

8  oz;  l 

6.5  ;  o  • 

V-  1.5 

-  7;1  I 

-  8.5 

1 

-  7.1 

Corn,  meal  ' 

**»  _  _  T  ■ 

lb;  f 

6.4  0 

I  f  8.5 

-■  =; 

/28;0'’ 

/52.4 

3 

/60.0 

*Ri£ey 

ii  ♦  i  ■ 

12.3-  -A"  0  '• 

0 

*■  = ' 
2 

/  2;4' 

/62.0 

~ 

/70.7 

Rolled  oatd  "  "v 

l»  -  V- 

10.2  \  /l.O  ‘ 

1/17.2 

4 

/17;2 '  ; 

/43.7 

/43.7 

*Flour,  pancake 

20  oz.  r 

12.3:  '  ?  /  .3  • 

if  7.9 

»  -  " 

1/  1 

i/. 

=  ■ 

1/ 

Bakefy  'products : 

*  f. 

1  i 

•  1 1 

■•1  7 

*  '  : 

=  • 

Bread,  white 

lb.  \ 

8.8  4  0 

:  -  1.1 

5 

/  1.1  f. 

/12.8 

§ 

/12.8 

Bread,  whole  wheat 

If  ; 

9.6  5  0 

2.0 

i. 

/  i.i  ! 

/10.3 

P 

/  9.1 

Bread,  rye 

ll'g 

'■  9.9  -;  r  o  :• 

r-  2.o 

*  f 

/  2.1-  ! 

/10.0 

/  7.6 

Vahilla  codkios 

It  •  ' 

.28.2  b  0  • 

r-  .7 

7- 

/  4.-4  , 

/12.4 

£ 

2/ 

Soda  crackers 

'  l  X 

II  •  r; 

t  - 

"18.9  *  r  0 

if  i.i 

‘  i 

/13.-9  j 

/26.0 

1 

/27.7 

‘MEATS:  * 

* 

-  •  ♦ 

:-X  _ 

•  V' 

r 

■'  - 

| 

Beef:  '  * 

•  *  *  4 

*• i:  •  \  1. 

r " 

A  •  i 

1 

Round  steak 

lb.  i 

40,6  i  -  .2 

?  -  3.1 

7 

-  8.1 

/  5.2 

.  i 

/11.5 

Rib  roast 

It  \ 

33.0  j  0 

?  -  2.4 

,  i 

-  4.9 

/  4.8 

5 

/14.2 

4  Chilck  roast 

II  • 

28.3  :  -  .4  • 

f-  2.4 

.  i” 

-  5;7  f 

/12.3 

/25.8 

*S tew,  meat 

II  - 
*  : 

30.6  •  r  0  * 

:  -  2.2 

’  f 

1/  I 

1/ 

i 

•  1/ 

Liver 

ii  g 

37.3  I  0  ‘ 

if  1.1 

? 

2/  ^  | 

2/ 

7 

2/ 

Haul  burger 

ti  •  a 

27,5  *  T  0  • 

r-  3.5 

1/  •  i 

1/ 

7 

i/ 

Veal: 

j 

r 

P 

Cutlets 

n 

44.6  0 

:  -  2.8 

■; 

-18.8 

-  1.3 

i 

/  4.9 

*Roa*st,  boned  and  foiled”  * 

36.0  /  .3  • 

.6 

If  •'  I 

2/ 

r 

1/ 

Pork:' 

■  ? 

“V. 

*  1 

i 

Chops'  ' 

II  • 

37.3  i  /  .3  * 

F-  l.l 

=" 

-13.5" 

/2S.2 

7 

/20.7 

Bacon,  sliced 

tl  ; 

40.8  i  -  .2 

-  1.7 

-  2 

-  .2 

/3  5.5 

P 

/3  4.2 

Ham,  sliced 

II  ; 

5o.i  ;/  .2 

i-  3.1 

-15.9 

/ll.l 

Z 

/  8.0 

Plant,  whole  ‘  " 

H  •  ; 

35.2  0  ‘ 

i-  1.7 

-  8;1 

/3  4.4 

\ 

/28.5 

Salt  pork  * 

II  r 

22.1  •  ;•  -  .9  • 

-  3.1 

r. 

-  7.1  i 

/3  2.3 

/43.5 

*Livor 

ii  ■  r 

22,0  r  0 

?-  .9 

t-  u 

1/  ’  i 

1/ 

i 

1/ 

*S aus age 

ti  -  ;• 

33.4  •  i  -  .3  ■ 

1-  .3 

• 

1/  F 

J/ 

- 

j/ 

*Bologna,  big 

ii  - 

34.0  -  :  -  .6 

•  *  1 .4 

i/  | 

1/ 

f 

-  1/ 

Lamb : 

] 

‘z 

i 

r 

Leg 

ii 

39,9  1  0 

f-  .7 

/  5.3  I 

/43.5 

/44.6 

Rib  chops 

ii 

45.3  /  .2 

0 

r 

-  3.8  j 

/29.4 

j 

/23.4 

NOTF:  Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  1943  and  on  56  cities  combined 
from  January  1943  to  date, 

*  Not  included  in  the  index, 

v  Priced  for  first  time  in  February  1943. 

2/  Not  available. 
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Table  7  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont'd) 


Commodity 


Percent  Change 


Nov  14  f  Oct.  17  !  Nov0  l6§  Sept.  151  Jan.  14  ?  ^5 

mi  1944  to  ;  1943  to =  1942  to  I  1941  to  ;  1939  to 

Average  P  Nov.  14  !  K°v.  H  Nov.  14  P  Nov  H  j  Nov .14 

?  Pricssi  1944  j  1944  ?  19U  t  1944 - 

-fCSSST  T  S  S  ? 


Mil  ATS :  (Continued) 

Poultry:  •• 

Roasting  chickens  2/  lb. 

Fish:- 

Fish  (fresh,  frozen)2/ 
Salmon,  pink  16  oz.  can 
^Salmon,  red 


u 


lb. 

it 


DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

Butter 
Cheese  - 
Milk,  fresh  (delivered)  qt. 
Milk,  fresh  (grocery)  ” 
Milk,  evaporated  oa.  can 


4-5.0 

1/ 

22.9 

41.5 


49.3 

36.2 

15.6 

14.5 

10.0 


EGGS: 

Eggs,  fresh  2/ 


doa.  i  66.3 


FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables:^ 
Fresh  fruits : 

Apples 
Bananas 
Oranges 
^Grapefruit 
Fresh  vegetables: 

Beans ,  green 
Cabbage 
Carrots 
'  Lettuce 

Onions 
.  Potatoes 
Spinach 
Sweetpotatoes 
*Beets 

Canned  fruits  and  vegetables 
Canned  fruits: 

Peaches  ff-2^  can 

Pineapple  11 

Grapefruit  juice  #2  can 


lb. 

tt 

dOZe 

each 

lb, 

tt 

bunch 

head 

lb, 
15  lb, 

lb, 

I! 

bunch 


10.3 

11.2 

46.O 

3.6 

20,2 

4.7 
9.0 

10.9 

4.7 
66,5 
10.3 

6.8 

'7.9 


27,7 

27.2 

14.4 


/  0.3 

j  / 

2.7 

I  /12.5  ; 

/54.7 

:  /59.0 

/  2.5 

-  .4 

s  - 

7.0 

2.6 

i  /27.8 

1  /  5.0 

■  /32.3 
/45.9 

S  /115.2 

1  /78.9 

•  Hr 

/  1.5 

j  / 

.7 

J  /  ?-.2 

:  /57.2 

J  /T9.7 

-  / 

-  .2 

c 

1.0 

?  -  1.6 

:  /31.1 

•P  /  62,2 

/  .3 

!  / 

.3 

|  /  5.5 

,  /34.1 

P  /46 . 6 

0 

0 

:  /  4.  0 

j  /2.0.0 

!  /30.0 

0 

\  / 

.7 

!  /  7.4 

1  /21.8 

!  /31.8 

0 

0 

1  /12.4 

;  /40.8 

{  /49.3 

/  4.4 

\  - 

2.1 

i  /20.4 

•  *  «»*- 

;  /9i.3 

f  -  -  •** 

j  /106.0 

/  5.1 

1  / 

1.0 

-  /66.1 

!  /98.1 

j  /134.1 

4  .9 

3.2 

J  /  8.7 

P  /69.7 

P  /83.6 

-  7.3 

-  6.5 

J  / 

.7 

3.5 

1  /17.6 

1  -  8.5 

1  /68.5 

i  2/ 

■  /4b.  0 

i  2/ 

/37 . 4 

0 

/  -1.1 

-10.7 

-  2.1 

-  .9 

-  5.3 

-  4.2 

/  3.9 


-  .  4 

-  1.1 

0 


/■  9,2 

/  4,4 
-  8.2 
-16. 2. 
-33.8 
/  8.0 
/12.5 
-23.6 
-  9.2 


/  4*9 

-  2.5 

0 


/74.1 
/20.5 
/30.  A 
-12.8 
/  4,4 
/37.7 

/  .9 

/  6.2 

V 


/15.4 
-  3,9 
/16.1 


/44.3 

/3S.2 

/50.0 

/29.S 

/30.6 

/127.7 

/47.9 

/36.0 

V 


t  /67.9 
P  /30.1 

;  2/ 


;  /iso.6 
!  /20.5 
>  /95.7 
i  /29.S 
/30.6 
P  /93,3 
I  /38.5 
i  /23.6 

I  V 


/62.0 

/29.5 

2/ 


NOTE:  Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  1943 
from  January  1943  to  date. 

*  Not  included  in  the  index, 

1/  Composite  price  not  computed, 

2 /  Percentage  change  computed  on  the  index. 

3/  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  1941. 

y  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1943. 


and  on  5b  cities  combined 
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Table  7  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cant'd) 


percent  Change 


Comiiiodit 


y 


:Nov.  14|  Oct,  17  Nov,  16  Sept.  15 1  Jan'j  14 

i  1944  .  1944  to  ;  1943  to  1942  to ;  1941  bo 

Average  Nov,  '14  ]  Nov,  14  i  Nov,  1/  j  Nov.  U 

_Prices  t  1944  \  1944  i  1944  t  1944 

TTfeirES  T  :  " 


FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES 


me  A*m  TTTPAr. (Cont»d) 

Canned  vegetables: 


Boons,  greon  #2  can 
Corn  >i 

Peas  n 

Tomatoes  »» 

*S  oup ,  ve  go  table  11  ce*.  can 
Dried  fruits  &  vegetables: 
Dried  fruits: 

Prunes 

Dried  vegetables: 

Navy  beans 
*S oup ,  dehydrated, 
chicken  noodle 


lb. 

lb. 

02, 


BEVERAGES : 
C of foe 
Tea 

*Cocoa 


lb. 
i’lb. 
i  lb. 


13,1 
14.  -7 

13.3 
11.9 

13.4 


16.3 

11.1 

3.7 


30*3 
24.0 
10  o  4 


FATS  AND  OILS:  ! 

L°-rd  lb.  |  13.3 

Shortening  other  than  lard:  ! 


In  cartons 
In  other ' containers 
Salad  dressing 
Ole omargarine 
Peanut  butter 
*0il,  cooking  or  salad 


lb. 

it 

pt. 

lb. 

it 

pt. 


SUGAR  AND  SWEETS: 
Sugar 
Corn  sirup 
*Molasses 

*Apple  butter 


lb. 
'24  02, 
13  03. 

16  03  „ 


!  20  e  2 
I  24.9 
I  25*3 
\  24.1 
:  23.5 
I  30,7 


P  6.7 
0.5,3 
l  15.9 
:  13.6 


NOTE: 

* 

1/ 

2/ 


-  V 

from  January  1943  to  date. 

Not  included  in  the  index. 

Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  19/3 
Not  available,  •  • 


0.0 

-9.0 

1  -  4.4 

/  .7 

4 

/3.5 

1  /10.5 

0 

* 

-3.3 

i  -8.9 

-  .8 

~3  o  3 

?  /  2 . 6 

0 

i 

/3.9 

1  v 

3 

r 

/  .6 

1  /13.5 

•  t 

/l.B 

5 

/5.7 

-f  /22.0 

0 

5 

0 

\  if 

0 

/l.  7 

:  /  5.6 

/  .4 

l 

/l.  7 

:  /  7.i 

0 

i 

/9,5 

1/2.0 

/  o5 

| 

-  o5 

;  /  s.7 

0 

/1.0 

1  /  3.6 

/  c4 

I 

0 

*  /  2,0 

/  <>4 

f 

/1.6 

1  /  2,4 

0 

\ 

/  «4 

:■  /  7.6 

/  .4 

: 

-8.1 

/  2.5 

0 

f 

0 

]  2/ 

•  0 

' 

-1.5 

’1  -  2.9 

0 

r 

•*  eD 

/  4.6 

/l,3 

0 

t  /  6.7 

-  .7 

/3.0 

t  1/ 

fed  prior 

to  1943  and  on 

/31.0 
/3?,4 
/  .3 
/41.7 

V 


/75.0 

/70.8 

1/ 


A6,4 

/36„4 

/14.3 


/78.8 
/36.1 
/28 , 4 
/54.5 
/59.2 
2/ 


:  /31,4 
5  /l6.2 
}  AS.  7 

I  If 


Aug,  15 
1939  to 
Nov,  14 
1944 


/31.0 
/41.3 
-  2,2 
/3  3.4 
1/ 


/90.9 

/91.4 

1/ 


/35.9 

/39.5 

/20.9 


1/102.2  j  /39.9 


/72.6 
/2  3.3 

.2 / 
/46.1 
/59.2 
2/ 


/23.8 

/15.3 

/16.9 

1/ 


combined 


1 


s 
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Retail  Food  Costs  in  L'arge  Cities  l/ 

.1  .do  8  -  Indexes  and  For  cent  Change-  from  January  19^1 
ana  Other  Specified  Periods 


Region  on d  City 


Indexes ,  1935-39= 
NovTU?  Octri/;  lov;i6'" 

t  Wkh  :  1944  -■  1943  ? 

2/  :  f  ! 


-hi-  — - J _ Percent  Change 

?o'Cd  °fC:17'  Sov7JS:  Sept.15:  Jan.HT 

I3t^  i  194l  1  19/44  :  1943  1942  t  194.1 

to  I  to  to 


Mew  England : 
Boston 
Bridgeport 
Fall  River 
Manchester 
New  Haven 
Portland ,Maino 
Providence 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 
Newark 
Now  York 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Rochester 
Scranton 


■I3I.8 

i  134*5 

;i3i.6 

U33.6 

■:135.2 

=133*2 

=135*6 


133.4 
439. 1 

437.4 

433.3 
434.7 

432.4 
136.3 


East  North  Gmtrali 
Chicago  435.8 

Cincinnati  434.4 
Cleveland  442.6 

Columbus,  Ohio  429.0 
Detroit  132*3 

Indianapolis  I33.1 
M i lw au keo  135.^ 

Peoria  140.2 

Spr  ingf  ie  Id ,  Ill.  141.9 


West  North  Central: 
Cedar  Rapids  4/ 
Kansas  City  ~ 
Minnoapoli 
Omaha 
St.  Louis 
St.  Paul 

Wichita  4/ 


131.1 

135a 

131.2 

133.4 

135.7 

133.8 
134.6 


t 131.4  \ 
136.7  s 
: 133.2  i 
[  133.8  f 
;  137.1  : 

I  13it.5  ! 
i 136.2  ? 


I2it.it  r  95.2 

127.X 

125.7 

126.8 
126.2 
125.8 
126.3 


I  96.5  }- 
'  97.5  !  + 
)  96.6  1  + 
i  95.7  !- 

i  95.3  5- 
f  96.3  i+ 


•5  I  +  .3 
.7  I-  1.6 

.3  -  1.2 
.1  j-  .1 

•it  ~  l.it 

.hi  -  1.0 
•7  !  -  a 


+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


3.9 

5.8 

4.7 

3.4 
7.1 

5.9 

7.4 


134.7 

138.8 
137.2 

133.5 

136.6 
132.5 
158.1 


:  137.8 
j 139.5  j 
*139.3  f 
U35.4  I 
'158.0  I 

5  132.4  ? 

1 137.0  I 


127.6 
128.0 
125.2 

123.9 

125.9 
125.2 

125.6 


+ 

+■ 


135.8 

133a 

141.9 
128.7 
132.8 

132.7 

135.7 

139.9 
litl.l 


' 133.9 
:  134*9 
; 143.1 

131.7 

133.3 

i 134.0 

; 134.0 

141.5 

140.9 


= 139.0 

.132.7 
: 132.2 
1131.8 
130.7 
131.3 

nl.A  n 


124.9 

126.9 

127.3 

119.6 

124.7 

127.1 
121.0 

130.7 

130.2 


121.2 

120.7 

123.3 
123.2 

126.7 

120.8 

17o  r\ 


100.2 
l  98.8 
=  99  •  5 
i  95.0 
I  98.0 
}  99.9 
F  97.5 


98.2  I 
96.5  1+ 

99.2  U 
93.4  ?  + 
97.0  d 

98.2  U 
95.9  f- 
99.0  d 

96.2  •  + 


95.9  [+ 
92.4  + 
99*0  d 

97.9  !+ 
99.2  U 
98.6  : 


1.04 
.2  I 
.1  I 
.1  ! 
1.4  I 
.1  I 
1*3  I 


-  3.2 

-  .3 

-  1.4 

-  1.6 

-  2.4 

0 

-  .5 


+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


4*5 

8.7 

9.7 
7.6 
7.0 

5.8 
8.5 


0 


+ 

.7  I- 

►5  !- 


1.4 

.4 

.3 


.2 

2.1 

•4  1  - 

.8 

.3  1- 

*7 

•4  l  + 

.9 

.2 

.6  -  + 

•  7 

►6-1  + 

•4 

•5  i- 

1.8 

,3  i- 

1*7 

2  d 

1.1 

4  5- 

.1 

j  - 

2.3 

3  7+ 

.3 

+  8*7 

*  5.9 

+  12.0 

+  7.9 

+  6.1 

+  4.7 
+  11.7 
+  7.3 
+  9.0 


+15.2  I 


8.0 

5.4 

5.8 
9.3 
6.2 
+  11.5 


+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 


+39.6 


+38.4 

+39.4 

+35.0 

+38.3 

+41.3 

+39.8 

+4o .  8 


+33.1 
+4o.  8 
*38.1 
+40.3 
+37.4 
+  32.5 
+39.8 


+38.3 

+39.3 

+43.8 

+33.1 

+36.4 

+35.5 

+41.0 

+41.6 

+47.5 


+45*6 
+4 1. 0 
+31.3 
+33.1 
+39.6 

+30.I 

+51.4 


Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  1/  (Cont’d) 

Table  8  -  Indexes  and  Percent  Chon  go .  from  January  1941 
and  other  Specified  Periods 


Region  and  Clity  : 

Nov.  l4 : 

1944  ; 

:  2/  ;■ 

South  Atlantic: 

Atlanta 

I37.9 

Baltimore 

alp.  3 

Char le s ton ?S.C. 

134.7 

. Jacksonville 

:P5.9  • 

Norfolk  3/  ‘ 

142.0 

Richmond  * 

-135.7  ' 

Savannah ’ 

I5O „ 6  ; 

Was  hington  ,D .  C  • 

-136.7  i 

Winston-Salem  4/ A38.0 

Past  North  Central 

:  • 

Birmingham 

141.3 

Jackson  4/ 
Knoxville  4/ 

I5O.2 

156.0  • 

'Louisville 

131.0  ' 

Memphis  * 

up. 9  ■ 

Mobile 

pp.o  ■ 

We  s  t  S  ou  t  h  ’  C  on  tml 

*  f 

# 

Dallas 

132.7 

Houston 

134.6 

Little  Rock 

136-.3 

New  Orleans' 

li-i-9. 7 

Mountain : 

i 

Butte 

133.5  * 

Denver 

136o4  ' 

Salt  Lake  City 

i4i-a 

3 

Pacific: 

i 

Los  Angeles 

■143.3 

Portland Oro . 

l46 . 6 

San  Francisco 

3-46 . 3 

Seattle  • 

'■142.7-  ■ 

19^5-^9=100  _ -isms* 

Oct.lt  KvIISi  S«Ft.l5fJon‘tk  Oct.17:  Mov.  16 

191(1*  ;  1515  ■  i'O-i-O  19li-  1  ;  19J4ll 

to 


1  of  is 


to 

No  Vo  lip'  Nov*  lip- 


1360  9 
142.0 

134.5 

llp£>  0 1 ' 
lipO  e  8 

134.7 

150.9 

*134.7 

137.6 


!  137.5 

1 142*4 

•  134. 6 
[ 144.9 

i  lJpi-!  .8 


125.9- 

131.2 
126 « 6 

134. 2 
I3.I.9 


136.5-I  126/2 

150.4/  133.3 
137.5/  125.1 


139.5.  *  141.7  I 
143.3/ 145. 8  i 
156.3- 1 156.2 ■  ! 
131.0  j 134.2  - 
1144.9-  4 143 » 3  | 
II4.5 .4  1 145  »4  1 


131.9  136.0 


125.3 

141.0- 

13)4.2- 

124.2 

125.7- 

X  7,. 9 


9i+.3  -  -  +  0.7  ;  P 

0,3 

97.9  +  1.6  :  p 

1.3 

95.91+  .1;- 

.1 

96.3  '  £  -  .  1  £  P 

.7- 

95.84+  *9  1- 

93*7  £+  *7  “ 

■1.9 

.6 

100.5  :-  .2  ?  p 

.1 

/■..i-:*  1.5 !- 

.6 

93.7’ |+  .3  ;* 

.1 

9  cJ  .  *f  1  •  J 

•  3 

;  105 » 3 ‘  +  *6  £  P 

3.0 

£  97 o 1 • • p  .3  ; - 

,  .9 

!  95-5  1  0  !- 

2.4 

:  54.2.1  0  p 

.7 

1  97.9-  *5  i- 

.3 

Chan,  go _ 

Sept.  15-  J.an.14 
1942  \  1941 

to  |  to 
Not?.  31/ Nov.  14 

1944  1  1944-, 


+  9.5  i 
+10.0  | 

+  6.4  { 
p  6.7  ; 
P  7.7  | 
+  7*5  : 
+13.0  l 
P  6.7  [ 
+15.2  I 


+46 . 2 
*47 .4 
+40  o  5 
+47.7 
+46.2 
+44.8 
+45*9 
+  35.9 

+47  .  3 


123.7  f  92.6  ;*  .6  j-  2.4 

130.8  1102.6  !-  1.5  -  2.0 
129*2-  I  95.6  f+  .7  |+  1*3 
135.5'  :  101. 9  9**  *7  4  *1 


133.1  :  136.9- 

136.2  1136.8' 
141.3*  1 142.6 


124.6- 

126.8 

130.1 


98.7'  + 
94.8-  + 
97.5-  / 


.3 

.1 

.1 


2.5 

.3 

1.1 


+  12.8. 

p  6.5 

P 16  •  8 

p  5.5 
pII.7 
p  8.3 


+  7.3 
p  2.9 
+  5.5 

+ 10  *  ^ 


+  7.1 

p  7.6 
p  6.5 


1  +47.2 
1  p42c6 

1  p6l.5 
f  +37.2 
!  +53.8 
I  +48.1 


I  +43*3 

[  +31.2 

:  p4^.6 

i  p46.9 


+35.3 
p43*9 
pi-iip.  7 


llOi.7 

145.2  1143 *7-  I  153.5  f  59.6 
x  045.6-  1  137.3  aoi.o 


137.9  *101.8  ip  .2  >  .8  =  p  3*9  \  +4° *8 

.2  ^P  1.2  1  p  4.0  |  +44*3 

.  8  :p  1.8  £  P  5*6  '  £  p 46 . 9 


7+ 

7+ 


£-  *4  £*"  «6 


p  3.9 


+41.3 


1/  Aggregate  costs  01  op  i-ocqs,  *uuut>  ^  #•  , 

to "represent  total  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners -and  lower -salaried 
.  workers,-  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States,  with  the,,  use  of  population 

weight  So  Primary  use  if  for  time -.to- time  -comparisons  rather  than  place-to-place 

comparisons. 

2/  preliminary.  '  • 

5/  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News. 

T\/  June  1940  equals  100. 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Washington  25,  D.  G. 

FEB  I  O  1§4'3  i 


COST  OF  LIVING  AND  RETAIL  COSTS  OF  FOOD  -  DECEMBER  1944 


The  BLS  index  indicates  average  changes  in  retail  prices,  of 
selected  goods,  rents  and  services  bought  by  families  of  wage 
earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities.  The.  items 
covered  represented  70  percent  of  the  expenditures  of  , families 
who  had  incomes  ranging  from  $1250  to  $2000  in  2934-36. . 

Tne . index  does  not  show  the  full  wartime  effect  on  the  cost  of 
living  of  such  factors  as  lowered  quality,  disappearance  of  low- 

priced  gooes  and  forced  changes  in  housing  and  eating  away  from 
home, 

•  'V  ■  •  •  ,  .  . 

It  does  not  measure  changes  in  total  "living  costsV— that  is,  in 

Income  taxes  and  bond 

subscriptions  are  not  included.  ,j 


For  a  description  of  the  methods  used  in  computing  the  index,  ask 
for  'Description  of  the  Cost  of  Living  Index  of  the  Bureau  of 
Labor  otatistics . "  For  an  appraisal  of  the  factors  enumerated 
above,  see  the  report  of  the  President's  Committee  on  .the  Cost 
of  Living,  November  17,  1944. 


Prices  of  living  essentials  rose  three-tenths  of  one  percent  between 
mid-November  and  mid-December,  Secretary  of  Labor  Perkins  reported  today. 

'Seasonal  advances  in. the  prices  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  and  con¬ 
tinued,  scarcities  of  lower-priced  textile  goods  were  mainly  responsible 
for  the  increase,"  she  said.  •  ~  . 

"On  December  15;  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  index  of  the  living 
costs  of  moderate -income  families  stood  at  127.0  percent  of  the  1935-39° 
average  and  2,1  percent  above  the  December  1943  level. 

"The  family  food  bill  advanced  0.7  percent  over  the  month  as  seasonal 
price  increases  wore  reported  for  most  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables.  Prices 
of  cabbage,  onions,  and  swoetpotatoes  advanced  more  than  is  usual  at  this 
season,  wh.u.e  lettuce  prices,  which  generally  decline  slightly  between 
November  and  December,  rose  almost  15  percent  over  the  month  because  of  the 
short  crop.  Small  advances  over  the  month  were  reported  in  the  prices  of 
meats,  fioh,  poultry,,  and  eggs,  with  supplies  of  moats  and  poultry  in 
retail  stores  very.- limited, 

"During  the  course  of  the  year  food  costs  (is  a  whole  remained 

relatively  stable,  increasing  only  0,2  percent  from  their  December  1943 
level . 


’’Clothing  prices  rose  again  by  0.5  percent  on  the  average  between  mid- 
November  and  mid-December.  Scattered  advances  occurred  in  cotton  clothing 
prices,  particularly  among  work  garments.  Yard  goods  and  inexpensive 
clothing  of  all  kinds  was  increasingly  hard  to  get.  In  a  few  cities  price 
declines  were  reported  on  men's  lower  quality  shirts  and  shorts  as  stores 
received  small  supplies  produced  under  the  WPB-OPA  ’low  cost  clothing’ 
program. 

”In  general,  textile  housefurnishings  and  all  types  of  furniture  were 
also  in  short  supply.  Substitutions  of  higher  price  lines  and  the  continued 
reintroduction  of  spring-filled  furniture  at  prices  above  those  at  which  it 
was  last  marketed  contributed  largely  to  the  0,9  percent  increase  over  the 
month  in  the  average  cost  of  housefurnishings. 

’’The  cost  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  rbse  0.2  percent  due  to 
increased  costs  for  cigarettes  and  pipe  tobacco,  as  more  retailers  limited 
customers  to  one  pack.  Scattered  advances  occurred  in  charges  for  news¬ 
papers,  for  medical  care,  and  for  domestic,  barber  and  beauty  shop  services. 

’’Utility  bills  were  substantially  reduced  in  December  in  three  cities. 
Rebates  on  December  bills  wore  allowed  consumers  of  electricity  in  Atlanta 
and  of  gas  in  Detroit.  In  Cleveland,  the  Ohio  Public  Utilities  Commission 
ordered  a  retroactive  rate  reduction. 

"Slight  further  increases  were  reported  in  rental  costs  in  some  cities, 
with  largest  advances  in  Jacksonville  (0.6  percent  from  June  to  December 
1944) j  Savannah  (0.4  percent  from  June  to  December  1944) >  and  Mobile  (0.3 
percent  from  September  to  December  1944).  The  0.1  percent  increase 
reported  for  the  average  of  large  cities  in  December  1944-  summarizes  changes 
since  September  15  in  6  cities  and  since  Juno  15  in  14  cities." 


NOTE;  Because  of  the  comparative  stability  of  rents  under  0PA  control, 
rents  are  now  reported  quarterly  in  some  cities  and  semiannually 
in  others.  Changes  which  occur  between  successive  rent  surveys 
are  shown  in  the  city  rent  indexes  at  the  date  of  the  latest  sur¬ 
vey;  changes  for  intervening  dates  are  not  estimated  in  the  city 
rent  index.  The  rent  index  for  the  average  of  large  cities  is 
computed  quarterly  on  the  basis  of  rent  changes  in  the  cities 
actually  surveyed  (in  December,  20),  and  on  the  assumption  that 
no  change  has  occurred  in  the  other  cities  since  they  were 
surveyed  three  months  earlier. 


Table  1. 


Report  for  December  15,  1944 
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COST  OF  LIVING  I'M  LARGE  CITIES 

/ 

Indexes  1935" 39  =  100,0* 


Date 

t 

f 

All  ;Food 

items  t 

i 

* 

t 

t 

Clothing;  Rent 
/ 

r 

1 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

Ilouse- 
f urni sh- 
ings 

Mi  s- 
cella- 

neous 

1939:  August  15 
1941:  January  15 
1942:  May  15 

September  15 
1943:  December  15 

1944:  October  15 

November  15 
December  15 

98.6  ;  93.5 

100.8  .  97.8 
116.0  ;i2i.6 

117.8  ;i26.6 

124.4  '137*1 { 

126.5  R:  136.4! 

126.6  Rj 136.5 1 
127.0  .137.4! 

t  * 

<  1 

j 

,  * 

100.3  ; 104.3 

100.7  ; 105.0 

126.2  '109,9 

145.8  ; 108.0 

134.6  : 108,1 

141.9  R  '  l/ 
142.1  R  ;  1/ 
142.8 

/ 

t 

t 

t 

”  . . .  . . L - ... 

97.5 

100.8 

104.9 
106.2 
109.4 

109.8 

109.9 

109.4 

100.6 
100.1 
122.2 
123.6 
127.9 
l4l.4  R 
141.7  R 
143.0 

100.4 

101.9 

110.9 
111.4 

118.1 

122.8  R 

122.9  R 
123.1 

Table  la. 


PERCENT  01 


CHANGE 


Date 


Nov.  15,  1944  to 
December  15,  I9I1I4. 
Dec.  15,  1943  to 
December  15,  i9L.I1 
Sept.  15,  19L2  to  ' 
December  15,  I9I4J4 
May  15,  19li2  to 
December  15, 

Jan.  15,  194-1  to 
December  15,  I9I94 
August  15,  1939  to 
December  15,  1QJ|4 


1  4R 

«  items 

1 

• 

1 

» 

.'Food 

* 

1 

Clothing ' 

t 

r 

Rent  ■ 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ics 

House- 
furni sh- 
ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

NX 

. 

O 

+ 

* 

/ 

;  +0.7 
.  / 

+0.5 

t 

» 

i 

;£/ 

■  .  - r. 

+0.1: 

-0.5 

+0 ,9 

+0.2 

;  +2,1 

;  +0.2 

9 

9 

+6  0  1 

1 

+0.2: 

0 

+  11.8 

+4.2 

•  +7.8 

:  +8.5 

4 

+  13.5 

/ 

t 

+0.3: 

+3«o 

+  15.7 

+  10.5 

;  +9.5 

■+13.0 

< 

+  13.2 

s 

-1.5: 

+1+.3 

+ 1  ( » 0 

+11*0 

;  +26.0 

•+40.5 

+4l  *8 

{ 

t 

l 

1 — J 

• 

NX 

+ 

+8 .3 

+42.9 

+20.8 

; +28.8 

'+47 .0 

+42 . 4 

T 

+3.8 : 

+12.2 

+42.1 

+22.6 

anPlowcr-salaricd^workcrs  S^arP'oiticA0^  °f  8°°d*  pUrohascd  *  "P6°  earners 


R  Revised 

1/  Rentals  were  not  reported  in  these  months. 

A  Based  on  rents  in  20  large  cities  in  December 
m  cities  not  surveyed  in  December.  See  note 


19J  :4  and  assuming  no  change 
at  end  of  text. 


1 


Table  2<= 


% 

Report  lor  Dec.  15,  1944 


COST  OF  LIVING  ITT  LARGE  CITIES 

Percent  Change  Between  Bov,  15,  19il4  and  Dec*  15,  1944  by  Groups* 


* 

r  *’ 

Fuel; 

House- 

Mi  s- 

Area  and  City 

All 

Food 

Clothing:  Rent  '• 

electricity; 

furnish 

cells.- 

items 

1  *  * 

and  ice 

ings 

neous 

Arc  rage ;  Large  Ci ties 

+00 

s 

+o,7  V 

+0*5 

*  ' 

• : +0.1  2/3/: 

>  '  — *  •  —  ' 

-0.5  ; 

+0*9 

+0.2 

Now  England:- 

+0  »4 

t 

t 

Boston 

+0,7 

+0.2 

1  +0 . 1  4/4  < 

0  1 

+0.8 

0 

Mi d d 1 c  At 1 anti c : 

, 

§  t 

* 

Buffalo 

+0,3  ‘ 

+0,5 

+0  3 

:  +0.2  4/  *; 

0  . : 

+  0  r,  1 

0 

New  York 

+0,5  , 

+0  c*9 

+  0  a  l.t 

G  5/  ; 

0  .  : 

+  1.7 

+0,1 

Philadelphia 

+0o7  ' 

+l«3 

+0.3 

5/  ~  i 

0 

+1  o4 

+0.2 

Pittsburgh 

+0,9  ' 

+  1,0 

+2,6. 

+072  V  : 

0  : 

+1,3 

0 

East  North  Central : 

4 

« 

a 

Chicago 

+0o3 

+0.5 

+0 .  i 

:  +0,1  4/  : 

0  : 

+0,6 

+0.2 

Cincinnati 

+0,4  ■ 

+0*2 

+1.1 

;  +0o2  17/  : 

0  : 

+0.1 

t0.6 

Cleveland 

-1.0  . 

"*1  tU 

+0 ,16 

•  +0.1  7/ 

-9.7  : 

+1,5 

+0 . 1 

Detroit  f 

West  North  Central: 

+ 0  ,  3  « 

+Oo3 

+o.U 

:  +0.1  1/  : 

“0.4  : 

+1.7 

+0*6 

■  ■ 

;  +0o3  4/  ' 

♦ 

Kansas  City 

+0,5  ■' 

+0,5 

+lc2 

0  : 

+1,4 

+0,2 

Minneapolis 

+0,2  : 

+0,3 

+0t>3 

i  5/  ; 

0 

+0*4 

+0.2 

St .  Loui s 

+  0a3  • 

+0  0 ! 

0 

:  7/ 

0  • 

+0  0 1 

+•0  •  1 

South  At'l  anti  c  : 

;  ; 

■ 

1 

Baltimore 

0  : 

-0,3 

+0.1 

:  5/  „  : 

•o.l*  ; 

+0 ,4 

+0  ®2 

Savannah 

|+0cl  : 

-0J 

+oa 

:  +0*4  4/  : 

0  : 

tin 

+0  0 1 

Washington,,  Do  C. 

:+0.2  : 

+0,3 

+0.3 

.  0  v  : 

0  *  : 

+0.5 

+0.2 

East  South  Central; 

* 

4  1  # 

*■ 

Birmingham 

+0.4  : 

+0o7 

+0  Op 

8/  : 

/ 

0 

+1.2 

+0.2 

West  South  Central; 

<  * 

^  * 

' 

Houston 

+0*6 

+1 0  0 

+0o5 

•:  5/ 

0  : 

+2.3 

+0.2 

Mountain : 

i 

<  , 

!  +0.2  4/  1 

• 

Denver 

+  0ofc>  ! 

+1,1 

+0»7 

+0.1 

+1,3 

+0 . 1 

Pacific; 

« 

t 

f 

Los  Angeles 

.+  0o2  ; 

+  0  oil 

0 

;  +0.2  4  ■■  ' 

0 

~0c3 

0 

San  Francisco 

:+0.8  ; 

+1*9 

+0  0  6 

:  5/ '  i 

0 

+  0  C  1 

+  0  a  1 

Seattle 

h-o.6  ■■ 

+0*8 

•0*1 

:  1/  i- 

0  ! 

+54 

+0*5 

*  These  percent  cheap 

:es  art. 

based 

on  indea 

:os  of  the  co 

st  of  goods 

purchased  by 

wage  earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities « 

1/  Based  on  prices  for  5b  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  nearest  tho  15 oh  of  thp  month, 
2/  Based  on  rents  in  20  large  cities  surveyed  in  December  and  assuming  no  change  in 
rents  in  cities  not  surveyed  in  December.  Gee  note  at  end  of  text. 

3/  Change  from  September  15 >  1944. 

4/  Change  from  Juno  15,  ±944.. 

5/  Rentals  not  reported  in  December.  See  note  at  end  of  text . 


Table  3 


“  5  “  Report  for  Ty»0  .  15,  I9J4I1 

COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Percent  Changes  Since  Aug. 

15,  1939, 

;  Dec.  15 

,  191+3 

•> 

1 - 1 

3 

Area  and  City  j  to 

:  to 

Dec.  15 

,  19+1+ 

;  Dec.  15, 

Average:  Large  Cities 

:  +2.1 

4 

+28  .8 

Now  England  j 

t 

« 

* 

Boston 

:  +2.o 

;  +27.2 

Manchester 

+2.3 

-1-32.2 

Portland,  Me, 

+1.7 

+29  al+ 

Middle  Atlantic; 

Buffalo 

+0  *8 

+29 .0 

New  York 

+2.2 

;  +29.2 

Philadelphia 

+1Q9 

:  +28.7 

Pittsburgh 

+2.9 

:  +30  a 

Scranton 

+2o9 

+30.2 

East  North  Central; 

Chicago 

+2.6 

+28.0 

Cincinnati 

+2.1 

+30.3 

Cleveland 

+0.6 

+29.1 

1*  19^1  and  other  specified  Dates* 


Jan.  1,  19lj 
to 

Dec.  15,19^1 


Detroit 

Indianapolis 

Milwaukee 

West  North  Central 


+1.7  : 
+2 *6  • 
+2.3  i 


+89  M 
+30.6 
+28.1 


Kansas  City 

+2.0  | 

+26.6 

+26.8 

Minneapolis 

+0.9  j 

+23.6 

+21.0 

St.  Louis 

+1.6  i 

+27.7 

+2U.1 

South  Atlantic; 

* 

Atlanta 

+3.5  1 

+31.3 

+29,0 

Baltimore 

+2.6  i 

+30.9 

+28.3 

Jacksonville 

+3.1  i 

+36.U 

+31.9 

Norfolk 

+1.1 ; 

'  +3^06 

+30,8 

Richmond 

+1.9  * 

+26.9 

+&L..  9 

Savannah 

+2.1  ! 

+35.5 

+32.7 

Washington,  -D.C.  : 

+1.9  j 

+27.6- 

+25.9 

East -South  Central; 

1 

t 

Birmingham  ; 

+2.7  : 

■  +33.0 

+28.9 

Memphi s  J 

+2,0  • 

+53.1 

+30.5 

Mobile  j 

+1.9 ; 

+30.7  • 

+28 .1; 

West  South  Central; 

1 

* 

Houston  { 

+1.1  : 

+23.8 

+22.3 

New  Orleans  .  S 

+1.3  : 

'  +31.1+ 

+28.8 

Mountain;  j 

1 

1 

Denver  -  -  '  i 

t 

+2.1  i 

+2-7.9  • 

+26.1 

Pacific;  j 

1 

Los  Angeles  • 

+2.0  ; 

+28.5  • 

+26.0 

Portland,  Oreg. 

+2.9  ; 

+33.2 

+30.7 

San  Francisco 

+14 . 1  > 

+33 .6 

+30  .ii. 

Seattle  ; 

+  1*9  ; 

+30.7 

+28 ,!(. 

+26.0 


+2J4..6 

+20.0 

+27.5 

+2i4.7 

+26.6 

+26.9 

+26.5 

+26.0 

+2Ji.8 
+27.3 
+26,6 
+26.2 
+25 . 5 
+25 .3 


May  15,  19i+2:  Sept.  15,  19l£ 
to  :  to 

Dec  .  15 , 19I1I1  \ Dec .  15 ,  19!^ 


+9.5 


+8 .9 

+9.2 

+8.5 

+5.5 

+12*9 

+9*8 

+10.5 

+10.1 

+8  .1+ 
+9  *1+ 
+8.7 

+7.3 
+7.7 
+8  *6 

+9.1+ 

+6.3 

+8 .1+ 

+12.2 

+9.3 

+12.8 

+9o9 
+8,1+  - 
+11.3  • 
+9.7 

+10 ,1+ 
+11.3 
+8 .6 

+7.3 

+10.8 

+9.1 

+9.3 
+9.5 
+12.8 
+8  #2 


+7.8 


+6.3 

+7.6 

+6.1+ 

+5.5 

+10.0 

+7.7 
+8 ,9 
+8.5 

+7.7 

+7.5 

+7.9 

+7.7 

+7.5 

+7.8 

+8.8 

+5.5 

+7.5 

+9.7 
+7.8 
+10  *6 

+7.8 
+6.1 
+10 ,2 

+7.1+ 

+10.3 

+9.1 

+6.6 

+5.7 

+7.7 

+7.6 

+6.1 

+6.7 

+9 .8 
+6.8 


These  percent  changes  arc  based  on  indexes  o 
earners  .and  lower- salaried  workers  in  largo 


f  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
cities. 


-  6  - 


Report  for  Dec.  15,  19WU 


Table  I4. 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 

Percent  Change  Between  Sept.  15,  19 44  &  Dec.  15,  1944  by  Groups* 


Area,  and  City 

All 

items 

1 

Food 

Clothing-'  Rent 

* 

« 

£ 

Fuel,  '  «  House- 

J  f 

le-ctrici ty f u rni  sh 
and  ice  .  ;  ings 

;  Mis- 

I 

-‘  cella- 

*  neous 

ft 

Average:  Largo  Cities 

New  England: 

+0.4 

+0.3  1/ 

+1,0 

j+0.1  2/ 

« 

a 

a 

4 

1 

0 

• 

! 

# 

* 

:  +1.6 

t 

t 

J 

4 

;  +0.6 

1 

/ 

Boston 

+0 . 2 

-0.2 

+o*5 

•+0.1  3/ 

+0.2 

i  +3  *9 

•  +0.1 

Manchester 

+0.2 

-0.4 

+1.8 

:  b/~ 

0 

•  +0 .8 

:  +0.6 

Portland,  Maine 
Middle  Atlantic: 

+0.3 

.-0.4 

+  1,0 

i  y 

+0.3 

:  +1.7 

a 

:  +1.3 
• 

Buffalo 

0 

-0*5 

+1.1 

\  +C.2  3/ 

0 

:  +0.6 

:  0 

New  York 

+0  06 

+1,0 

+0*8 

:  0 

+0.2 

:  +1.9 

+0.1 

Philsdelphia 

+0.3 

+0o2 

+0 . 6 

:  V 

+0.1 

:  +1.5 

;  +0.6 

Pittsburgh 

+0,1 

-x.U 

+3*3 

: +072  3/ 

0 

:  +2.3 

:  +0.6 

Scranton 

East  North  Central: 

0 

.-0,7 

+lol 

:  0  u 

J 

$ 

+0.1 

!  +0 .8 

;  +0.5 
$ 

Chicago 

+0,2 

-O06 

+1*1 

:  +0*1  3/ 

0 

:  +1.1 

\  +1.3 

Cincinnati 

+0.4 

-0.8 

+2 .4 

:  +0.2  7/ 

+0.1 

.  <  +0.8 

:  +1.7 

Cleveland 

-1.0 

.-1*5 

+0,9, 

:  +0.1 

-9.7 

;  +1.6 

:  +0.3 

Detroit 

+0,1 

-1.0 

+1.3  . 

:  +0.1 

-0.4 

:  +2.6 

•  +0.8 

Indianapolis 

+0,3 

-0.4 

+0*3 

t  +0.2 

0 

-0.3 

:  +2.2 

Milwaukee 

West  North  Central: 

0 

-0.2 

+0.4 

:  y 

( 

a 

-0.4 

;  +0.1 

» 

;  +0.7 

a 

9 

{ 

Kansas  City 

+0 ,4 

+0 , 1 

+1.6 

:  +0.3  3/ 

0 

:  +1.7 

*  +0.2 

Minneapolis 

+0.5 

+0.5 

+1.1 

;  y  ~ 

0 

+1.1 

+0.3 

St.  Louis 

South  Atlantic: 

+0,1 

-0.2 

+0 . 1 

■  y 
* 

0 

+0,2 

r 

;  +0,8 

1 

Atlanta 

+1.3 

+0.7 

+1.8  . 

:  y 

-0.4 

+0.8 

\  +3.1 

Baltimore 

+1.2 

+2.3 

+0 ,4 

;  v 

-0.1 

:  +1.2 

!  +0.6 

Jacksonville  ] 

Norfolk  _  j 

+0.2 

-0*9 

+0*9 

:  +0.6  3/ 

0 

:  +2.2 

:  +1.6 

+0*8 

+1,5 

+0.3 

;  +0*2 

+0.2 

;  +1.8 

:  +0.2 

Richmond 

+0  *9 

+2.2 

+0*4 

•  V 

0 

0 

0 

Savannah 

-0.4 

-1.5 

+0.9 

:  +o7U  3/ 

-0.1 

+1  *4 

0 

Washington,  D.C. 

East  .South  Central:  -- 

+0 . 8 

+0.6 

:  0  7/ 

-0.1 

+1.5 

;  +0,6 

Birmingham  : 

+0.8 

+1.4 

+0.3 

;  y 

+0.3 

+1.2 

i  +0 .6 

Mcmphi  s 

■0 

-0.6 

+0.7 

:  y 

0 

+0.4 

:  +0.3 

Mo  hi  lo  . 

West  South  Central:  ; 

-0.4 

-1.4 

+0*7 

:  +0T3 
: 

0 

0 

■  +0 , 2 

Houston 

—0 . 1 

-1.2 

+1.0 

y 

0 

+3.i* 

!  +0,2 

New  Orleans  : 

Mountain: 

-0.8 

-1.8 

+0 .4 

;  +0T2  3/ ; 

1 

> 

0 

+0.2 

;  +0.4 

0 

f 

Denver  ..  • 

Pacific:  : 

+1.0 

+1.1 

+1.1 

:  +0.2  3/ 

:  — 

+0.1 

+2 .4 

:  +1.2 

. 

Los  Angeles  : 

+0,9 

+1.8 

+0.2 

:■  +0.2  3/ 

0 

+1.1 

:  +0.1 

Portland,  Or  eg, 

+1.1 

+2.3 

+0 ,4 

:  -0.1T/ 

0 

+0.5 

1  +0.8 

San  Francisco  : 

+2.2 

+4  •  o 

+1 .9 

'  V~ 

0 

+0.1 

*  +1.1 

Seattle 

+0.9 

+1.6 

-0.1 

:  y 

A 

0 

+7.6 

:  +0.5 

*  These  percent  changes  are  based  on  indexes'  of  the  cost  of  goods  pu r c ha s e d  by  wage 
earners  and  lower- salaried  .workers  in  large  cities. 

1/  Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  nearest  the  15th  of  the  month. 

2/  Based  on  rents  in  20  large  cities  surveyed  in  December  and  assuming  no  change  in 
rents  in  cities  not  surveyed  in  December.  See  note  at  end  of  text. 

3/  Change  from  June  15,  1944*  4/  Rentals  not  reported  in  Dec.  See  note  at  end  of  .text. 


Table  5, 


-  7  -  Report  for  December  15  >  1944 

GOST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 

Indexes  >  1935-  39  *  100 „ 0* 

VSome  indexes  for  Get,  and  Nov0  revised) 


fill 

1  * 

4 

Fuel 

House 

Mis- 

City  and  Date 

Food 

Clothing 

Rt  nt 

electricity 

furnish¬ 

celia** 

items 

and  ice _ 

ings _ 

neous 

j 

Ave rage  Large  C it ie  s 

October  15 

126,5 

136.4 

1/ 

141c  9 

2/ 

3.09,8 

1 4I  -  ?i- 

122,8 

November  15 

126  w  6 

156.5 

1/ 

142,1 

2/ 

109  0  9 

141,7 

122-9 

December  15 

127a  0 

137,4 

1/ 

142  .0 

108*  .'5 

109.4 

143,0 

123  a 

Hew  England? 

Boston-; 

October  15 

122,7 

131.1 

139.4 

2/, 

120,0 

138.4 

117  2 

November  15 

123,0 

131,8 

139-6 

2/ 

140W  2 

138,4 

11/ r  3 

December  15 
Marches  ter ; 

123  o  5 

132 , 7 

139  o  9 

105  c  0 

120,2 

139. 5 

117.3 

October  15 

?J 

133,4 

o  / 
4/ 

2/ 

127  .4 

2/ 

2/ 

November  15 

.?/ 

133.6 

?J 

2/ 

127 . 5 

2/ 

2/ 

December  15 

123  3 

133 . 6 

-146 1 4 

/ 

/C/ 

127,4 

146.4 

122.1 

P ort land  Ma  ine  ? 

October  lr 

2/ 

133 . 8 

2/ 

2/ 

119,0 

2/ 

2/ 

November  15 

2/ 

133,2 

2/ 

2/ 

119 . 2 

2/ 

/ 

2/ 

December  15 

125  .6 

133,1 

142  ,6 

r--  / 

4  / 

119,3 

137,9 

12274 

Middle  Atlantic i 

Buffalo i 

October  15 

127,1 

134.7 

139  >8 

2/ 

106, 9  - 

'142,5 

126,2 

November  15 

126  o  7 

133  4 

14.0.2 

9/ 

106,9 

142.8 

126,2 

December  15 

New  York; 

127,1 

i  J  *1 

r  _u 

540,9 

15.4> 

106-9 

143.0 

126.2 

October  15 

127, 1 

137,2 

147  >  3 

2/ 

113-8 

134.0 

.125-6 

November  15 

12,7,3 

137,4 

J.48  c  0 

5/ 

114, 0 

134,1 

125.6 

December  15 
Pniladelphia $ 

127,9 

158.7 

14816 

103 , 5 

114,0 

3.36,4 

125-7 

October  15 

125.0 

133,5 

!'•  f  3  a  4 

2/ 

I  09  cl 

.139  ..1 

12C,  1 

November  15 

125.  C 

133,3 

34-3 . 5 

2/ 

109,2 

139-2 

120,3 

December  15 

125.9 

135,0 

3.44 . 0 

2/ 

109,2 

141.»3 

120. 5 

Pittsburgh.* 

- 

?/ 

October  15 

12 r7-  5 

136  6 

160  w  1 

112  c  0 

137,1 

119.,  5 

November-  15 

126.9 

134  >  7 

160.5. 

**"v*  , 

2y 

312,0 

137,8 

119,6 

December  15 

123  0 

3.36, 1 

1.6  4  s  7 

d.07.6 

112. 0 

139,6 

119  ■:  6 

Scranton *, 

October  15 

2/  . 

'i8,l 

2/ 

2/ 

llloO 

2/ 

_  t 

2  t 

November  15 

.  2/  i 

136,3 

2  / 
iJ 

111.0 

O  / 

2/ 

December  15 

125.0  • 

13.42 

n  •  S  / 

.4/4-0  4p 

07  0  « 

'  ^  i. 

lllcl 

144.0 

115,5 

East  North  Central6 

Chicago s 

1 

October  15 

125, B  j 

135,8 

136 . 1 

2/  i. 

105,2 

1 

111,0 

November  15 

125.9  : 

135c,  8 

136,3 

3/  • 

105,2 

140.,  5 

121.2 

December  15 
Cincinnati? 

.'.26.  3  : 

3-3  6. 5. 

1.37.2 

*11*  tv  . 
-L  ^  ■*—  * 

j 

1 

105,2 

141.4 

121,-4 

Octcbei  15 

IPS  ft 

333..  4 

.142.0 

9  /  • 

106,2 

.145*6 

124.4 

November  15 

126.3  : 

•  LJ/..;.,  /.f 

142  a  6 

r)  '  * 
Sz/  • 

10b,  2 

145.7 

124  c  7 

December  15 

,12o ;  8  : 

*3  ,<  ft 

-G'-K  ' 

1  '  )  O 

105 ,6  ; 

106,2 

145. a  8 

125.5 

Table  5  (Continued) 


Report  for  December  15,  1944 


City  and  Date 


Cleveland ; 
October  15 
November  15 
December  15 
Detroit? 

October  15 
November  15 
December  15 
Indi ana polls ; 
October  15 
November  15 
December  15 
Milwaukee • 

October  15 
November  15 
December  15 
West  North  Centrals 
Kansas  City; 
October  15 
November  15 
December  15 
Minneapolis : 
October  15 
November  15 
December  15 
St,  Louis: 

October  15 
November  15 
December  15 
Scul&h  Atlantic: 
Atlanta : 

October  15 
November  15 
December  15 
Baltimore  ? 

October  15 
November  15 
December  15 
Jacks on vi lie; 
October  15 
November  15 
December  15 
Norfolk: 

October  15 
November  15 
December  15 


COST  OP  LIVING  IN  TARGE  CITIES 

Indexes,  1935-39  r  100c0* 

(Some  indexes  for  Oct,  and  Nov,  Revised) 


All 

t 

1 

;  ) 

Fuel, 

;  House- 

:  Mis  - 

;  Food 

Clothing 

Rent  i 

electric! 

ty ; furnish- 

cella- 

items 

> ' 

1 

and  ice 

;  ings 

:  neous 

130.1 

:  141.9 

142 . 6 

.2/ : 

115,3 

* 

• 

:  139.7 

r 

* 

1 

:  122 0 1 

130,4 

!  I42  o  6 

142.9 

2/: 

115  c 3 

:  139-8 

:  122  .2 

J-29.  1 

:  140,6 

143-;  7 

:  115,9; 

1 

104.1 

:  141,9 
/ 

;  122,3 

127,2 

132,8 

140  c.  3 

2/ ! 

112  c  3 

*  . 

143  c  6 

< 

:  28  c  5 

127,1 

:  132,3 

140*4 

2/; 

112,3 

'  143,9 

*  128,6 

127  c  5 

'  132.7 

140.9 

114.9 : 

111,9 

;  146  0  3 

'  0/4* 

1 

2/ 

132,7 

2/ 

2/; 

112.2 

:  2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

133 . 1 

2/ 

2/i 

112,2 

:  2/ 

•w 

2/ 

123,,  0 

» 

133.3  . 

136.8 

115,9 • 

« 

112.2 

:  149c 5 

*S-  j/ 

126,7 

0  /  ' 
/w 

135  c  7 

2/ 

2/; 

109, 0 

:  2/ 

0/ 

2/  : 

124 . 3  : 

< 

« 

135.2 

2/  : 

2/9 

109.5 

2/ 

2/ 

135 1 2 

133  a  9  : 

2/: 

■  f 

i 

» 

109t  5 

:  142*7  i 

119  0  2 

124.0 : 

129,7 

140,3  • 

2/ ; 

110  0  2 

;  128,1  j 

125.1 

1.24'.  2  ; 

130  o  3 

.140 « b  , 

2/: 

110 1  2 

;  128,2  : 

125.1 

124  » 3  • 

131,0 

142 6 2  ; 

t 

109.8; 

110 1 2 

:  130,0  : 

# 

125.3 

123 . 0 : 

130,4 

137.4  : 

2/  1 

103 . 1 

:  134 . 7 

122,1 

122 „ 9  ; 

130,0 

137,6  ; 

2/: 

103.1 

:  135,2  : 

122  o  1 

123  c 2  ; 

130.4 

138.0  ; 

< 

i 

2/ : 

103.1 

135.7  ; 

122.4 

124,6: 

138.0 

139-7  : 

2/i 

107  e  2 

■  126,1  : 

118 , 5 

124 « 9 ; 

138,5 

139.8  ■: 

2/i 

107,2 

:  126,1  : 

119  2 

125,3 ; 

139,5 

139,8  ; 

2/; 

*  •/  , 

107.2 

:  126,2 

0 

119.3 

2/  : 
2/  • 

136.9 

137.9 

O  /  r 

2/ 

2/  i 

« 

* 

• 

2/ : 

116,2 

116.2 

v  i 
2/ 

2/' 

2/ 

123,7: 

13s  ,8 

139.7  ; 

# 

I/; 

114*1 

133,7  : 

0 

130,4 

.1.23  e,  3 : 

142 .0 

146.2  : 

2/ ; 

108.9 

147.4  : 

121.0 

129c 2: 

'44c  3 

146.3  ’ 

2/: 

109  c0 

147,8  ' 

12]  .  ? 

129  v»  2 

143 . 9 

146.5  ; 

2/: 

108,9 

148,4  ; 

121,5 

sf 

cv;  cdj  -4 
rm 

H 

146 . 1 
145.9 

146  8 

2/  ; 

2/  ; 

141.0  i 

2/ : 

1/; 
113  2 : 

114c  2  ; 

114  0  2 
114.-2  ; 

2/  : 

.2/ 

153,4  : 

2/ 

2/ 

133.8 

2/ 

140,8 

2/  : 

2/i 

119,6  : 

2/  : 

2/ 

2/ 

142,0 

2/ 

re 

119  5  6 

oV  * 

2/ 

131 c  6 ; 

143.2 

i  n  i  : 

- f  J-  •  -U 

109.1 • 

119,7 

145.6  ; 

at/ 

129.5 

Table  5  (Continued) 
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Report  for  December  15,  1944 

•  \  < 

COST  OF  LIVING  IN  URGE  CITIES 


Indexes,  1935-39  =  100.0* 

(Some  Indexes  for- Oct.  and  Nov.  Revised) 


City  and  Date 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

House - 
f urn is  h- 
ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

Richmond: 

October  15 

•  2/ 

134.7 

2/ 

2/ 

108.6 

2/ 

2/ 

November  15 

2/ 

135.7 

2 / 

'  2/ 

108.6 

2/ 

2/ 

December  15 

124.4 

,137.1 

142.4 

2/ 

•108.6 

140.8 

116.2  . 

Savannah: 

October  15 

134. 5 

,150.9 

142.5 

*  2/ 

111.9 

140.2 

129.3 

November  15 

,134.4 

150.6 

142.8 

2/ 

111.9 

140.2 

129.3 

December  15 

134.6 

150.5 

142.9 

115.7 

111.9 

141.8 

129.4 

Washington,  Dc  C. 
October  15 

124.8 

134.7 

149.1 

‘  2/ 

108.8 

138.3 

126.6 

November  15 

125.5 

136.7 

149.3 

2/ 

108.8 

139,0 

126.6 

December  15 

3.25.8 

137.1 

149.8 

100.3 

108.8 

139.7 

126.8 

East  South  Central: 
Birmingham: 

October  15 

129.3 

139,5 

139.9 

2/ 

104. 5 

133.9 

124.7 

November  15 

130.5 

141.3 

139.9 

?J 

104.5 

138.9 

124. 8 

December  15 

131.0 

142.3 

140.3 

2 / 

104.5 

140.6 

125.1 

Memphis : 

October  15 

2/ 

144.9 

2/ 

2/ 

105.4 

2/ 

2/ 

November  15 

2/ 

144.9 

2/ 

2/ 

105.4 

2/ 

2/ 

December  15 

130.2 

145.6 

147.0 

2/ 

105.4 

139.0 

119.6 

Mobile: 

October  15 

2/ 

145.4 

2/ 

2/ 

102.9 

2/ 

2/ 

November  15 

2/ 

145.0 

2/ 

2/ 

102.9 

2/ 

2 / 

December  15 

128.9 

144.6 

137.8 

115.1 

102.9 

144.9 

119.7 

Vest  South  Central: 

Houston: 

October  15 

1 

124. 6 

136.6 

137.7 

2/ 

91.1 

128.9 

123.0 

November  15 

124.0 

134.6 

138,0 

2/ 

91.1 

129.4 

123.0 

December  15 

124.7 

135.9 

138.7 

2/ 

91.1 

132.4 

123.2 

New  Orleans: 

October  15 

2/ 

150.7 

2J 

2/ 

104.4 

2/ 

2/ 

November  15 

2/ 

149.7 

2/ 

2/ 

104. 4 

2/ 

2/ 

December  15 

131.0 

150.3 

138.6 

107.3 

104. 4 

129.5 

118.7 

Mountain : 

Denver: 

October  15 

125.2 

136.2 

133.5 

2/ 

2/ 

104.1 

146.7 

122.0 

November  15 

125.3 

136.4 

133.7 

104.1 

146.9 

122.0 

December  15 

126.1 

137.9 

134.6 

109.5 

104.2 

143.8 

122.1 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles: 

October  15 

128.7 

143.0 

139.7 

2/ 

92.5 

138.4 

125.3 

November  15 

128.8 

143.3 

139.9 

2/ 

92.5 

133.4 

125.3 

December  15 

129.1 

143.9 

139.9 

110.7 

92.5 

133.0 

125.3 

Table  5  (Continued) 
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Report  for  December  .15,  1944 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 
Indexes,  1933-39  a  100,0* 

(Some  Indexes  for  Oct.  and  Nov,  Revised) 


City  and  Date 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

House - 
fu.rn.ish- 
ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

Portland,  Oregon: 
October  13 

2/ 

146.5 

2/ 

2/ 

116.6 

2/ 

U 

November  15 

2/ 

146.  s 

2/ 

2/ 

116.6 

2/ 

2/ 

December  15 

133.3 

14S.  1 

141.3 

115.4 

116.6 

13^.0 

127.0 

San  Francisco: 
October  15 

131.0 

145.2 

140.0 

2 / 

■  92.6 

133.7 

130.8 

November  15 

131.6 

146.3 

140.6 

2/ 

92.6 

.133.7 

131.1 

December  15 

132.7 

149.1 

141.4 

2/ 

■  92.6 

138.3 

131.2 

Seattle: 

October  15 

130o5 

143.3 

141.3 

2/ 

’  103.5 

131.0 

130.6 

November  15 

130.3 

142.7 

141.3 

2/ 

103.5  ' 

133.3 

130.6 

December  15 

131.1 

143.9 

141.4 

2/ 

103.5 

141.0 

131.2 

*  These  indexes  are  based  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  '.{Gods  purchased  by  "/age  earner,*: 

.  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities, 

1 /  Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the 

'month,  .  „ 

2 /  Data  not  available. 

2 /  Based  on  rents  in. 20  large  cities  in  December  1944  and  assuming  no  change  in 
cities  not  surveyed  in  December,  See  note  at  end  of  text. 


-  li 


Table  6.  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  Combined  1 / 

Indexes,  1935-39  *  100 


Commodity  Group 


19- 


< 


All  ‘Foods 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 
Meats 

Beef  and" veal 

Pork 

Lamb 

Chickens 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 
Dairy  Products 
Sggs 

Fruits  and  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  and  oils 
Sugar  and  sweets 


?~7‘ — 

.1244..,...,  1 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1939 

.2:  Nov*  14  1 

‘33e&c  14 

1  Sept , 15 

Jan,  14 

Aug.  15 

1  137*4 

;  136,5  f 

137.1 

|  126,6 

97,8. 

93,5 

108*6 

i  108.6  | 

108  0:4 

105  a  4 

::  94c  9 

I  93*4 

1  129 <9 

:  129 *  7  I 

130  o  9 

130.6 

101,1 

f  95.7 

f  113.3 

|  118.2  I 

119*2 

126.0 

;  109 * 4 

i  99.6 

I  112*3 

f  112,2  | 

113*0 

124,0 

\  86,1 

I  88.0 

1  135,6 

f  134, 5  ! 

134.1 

I  133c 7 

!  98*7 

1  98*8 

I  150,6 

!  150..  4  1 

148  c  5 

133,7 

1  97,2 

1 94.6 

!  211.0 

I  210*3 

225*2 

f  168,2 

1  118,7 

1 99.6 

1  133.6 

:•  133  *  6  f 

133.5 

!  12747 

105*1 

!  93.1 

f  188*5 

•  136, 73/ f 

18lt  0 

155.2 

1  9744 

=  on  n 

i  164v  2 

1  160,7 

163  c  7 

129*  7 

i  93  c  3 

5  op  / 

l  171*9 

?  167.6  1 

171  c  5 

130c  3 

i  93.4 

f  92.8 

I-  129 -.9 

,  j  129,6  | 

130.0 

I  123.3 

i  91,4 

r  91,6 

:  166,4 

•  166*  5 
y  z 

162  c  5 

143  .>  4 

1 99.6 

1  90*3 

1  124,3 

j  1 24 3 

124*7 

123  08 

:  90,9 

1  94.9 

I  123.3 

#  123*2 

124*3 

120,7 

1  80.3 

i  84.5 

1  12o*2 

i  126. 5 

126  c  7 

12730 

?  95.3 

!  95,6 

1/  number  oi  cxtmes  included  in  the  index  was-  changed  from  51  to 
witn  ohe  necessary  adjustments  for  m&inta ining  comparabilitye  At 
number  of  foods  in  the  index  was  increased  from  54* to  61. 

2/  Pr  e  1  iminary . 

3/  Revised, _ _ _ 


56  in  lifer ch  1943, 
the  same  time  the 


C 


Table  6 -A a  Percent  Change 


Nov,,  14. 

Dec*  14 

Sept*  15 

Jan*  14  Aug,  15 

i  1944  1 

1943 

1942 

1941  1  1939 

Commodity  Group  to 

to 

tc 

to  f  to 

Dec*  12 

Deo,  12  i 

Dec.  12 

Dec,  12  rDeCc  12 

— 

•!  1944..  § 

1944 

1944 

1944.  f  1944 

All  foods 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 
Meats 

Beef  and  veal 

Pork 

Lamb 

Chickens 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 
Dairy  Products 
Eggs 

Fruits  and  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  and  oils 
Sugar  and  swoets 


/  0.7 
0 


J 

J 


t 

/ 

r 

-/ 

/ 


*2 

.1 

.1 

„8 

a 

,3 


0 

/  1,0 
/  2*2 
/  2„6 
/  ,2 

~  a 

o 

/  a 

-  v2 


/  0.2 

/  c.  2 
rS 

**  r,8 

C.6 

/  ill 
/  1*4 
-  6*3 

/  a 
/ 

/ 

./ 


). 

fe  '  L> 


1 
.3 
.2 

-  ,1 

/  2,4 

-  .3 

-  oS 

-  ,4 


/  8*5 

/  3,0 

-  .5 

-  6«1 

-  9,4 
/  I* 4 
/l2e6 

t 

/  4*6 
/21c.  5 
/26 , 6 
/31,9 
/  4o9 
/16.0 

/  *4 

/  2e2 

,6 


/40.5  //.?.  0 


/I4.4 
/28. 5 
/  8,1 
/30.4 
/37.4 
/54,9 
/77„3 
/27,1 
/93,5 
/76,0 
/84.0 
/42.1 
/67.1 
/36.7 
/53.5 
/32,4 


I  /16.3 
I  As. 7 
!  /18,8 
I  /27.6 
1  /37.2 
1  /S9.2 
i/111,8 
1  /43.5 
1/107,8 
I  /7V..7 
I  /8S.2 
I  /41.8 
f  /S4,3 

t  /31,0 

i  /4S.9 

I  /32.0 
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Table  7  -  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods 


Percent 

Chans 

■e  - 

:iov.  14.  1944  to  Deo 

-  12. 

1944 

r 

Cereals 

4 

Fruits: 

1  Fa 

ts  Sugar 

Region  and  City 

z 

All 

a 

nd 

4  Meats 

Dairy  Eggs 

£ 

and  Bev-  !  and  :  and 

foods 

-:bakerv 

£ 

•r 

products- 

f. 

vegfc  erases!  oils: sweets 

United  States 

i 

/0o7 

|  0.0 

o 

c 

o.o  j  A.o 

4 

/2.2  C 

,0  j  /0.1  -0o2 

New  England: 

£ 

4 

4 

£ 

£ 

4 

4 

Boston 

4 

/  .7 

£ 

0 

;  - 

O 

o  ^ 

0  :  /  .1 

/3.5  ; 

0  4 

0  -  ©  4 

Bridgeport 

£ 

/  el 

§  / 

o2 

1  / 

c2  ; 

0  i  A.  5 

£ 

-  .6  :  - 

96  4  / 

.1=  0 

Fall  River 

4 

/  .5 

£ 

0 

V 

.1 

0  A. 8 

r 

A.5t  - 

*3  4  - 

.11  0 

Munches  ter 

a 

0 

| 

0 

.4  ;• 

0  ;  /3.5 

£ 

-  9  7  / 

.14 

0  0 

New  Haven 

4 

/  .1 

2 

0 

-  - 

,2 

/ 

.1  /  .2 

£ 

/  .6  4 

0  4 

0  :  /  .2 

Portland r  Maine 

£ 

-  cl 

3 

0 

.2 

- 

.1  A.o 

4 

-  ,7  - 

J- 

0  :  0 

Providence 

4 

/  ol 

!  / 

.1 

c 

/ 

.2  {  /2.3 

£ 

-  .5 :  / 

.2  |  - 

.2'  0 

Middle  Atlantic: 

4 

4 

r 

4 

V*. 

■  4 . 

Buffalo 

£ 

/ 

06 

£ 

0 

0  :  /2.1 

§’ 

/2 , 1 

0  1  / 

0  3  -  0 1 

Newark 

£ 

/  .3 

I  / 

cl' 

4/ 

09 

- 

.5  i  /  .4 

4 

A.  5: 

0  \  / 

0  i  0 

New  York 

4 

/'  .9 

0 

A.o 

- 

c4  /  .9 

A.  9 

0  4  - 

ol:  -  .1 

Philadelphia 

A.  3 

:: 

0 

4/ 

o  4 

/ 

.1  ;  /  .5 

| 

/5.0  i 

0  j  / 

©S4  -2C4 

Pittsburgh 

£ 

/l.  0 

4  - 

.1 

:  - 

ol 

/ 

cl  /  .3 

£ 

/4«.  6  4  - 

9  £  _ 

e1-  : 

.1!  -  .2 

Rochester 

: 

A.  2 

4 

0 

4 

0 

•» 

1 

.2  /3. 3 

r 

/5.5 1 

0  f  / 

.24  -  ,1 

S  cranton 

/  e7 

j  / 

.6 

/ 

.2 

/ 

.1  :  /3.2 

£ 

A.  3 

0  f  - 

01;  -  o4 

East  North  Central: 

4 

4 

4 

§ 

4 

4 

r 

Chicago 

/  .5 

£ 

0 

4  - 

d 

0  /  .6 

£ 

A.o 

0  :  / 

•  l:  -  o2 

Cincinnati 

4 

/  *2 

4 

0 

£  ~ 

o2 

0  /la  4 

— 

/  -9  4 

0  j 

0  4  -  .3 

Cleveland 

— lo  4 

4 

0 

4  - 

*2 

- 

.1  I  /  .2 

4 

-4  *  7  4 

0  I 

0  /  .1 

Co  limbus,  Ohio 

/  <*3 

0 

0 

/ 

.1  A. 5 

£• 

/  .1! 

0  f  / 

.6-4  0 

Detroit 

r 

/  e3 

0 

4  - 

.1  4 

/ 

<>4  4  /  .  3 

4 

/  ;  / 

.11  - 

,1;  0 

Indianapolis 

/  .5 

4 

0 

4  - 

9 

/ 

6 1  ;  /2 . 2 

4 

A.o 

0  [  . 

0  4  0 

Milwaukee 

0 

4 

0 

4  - 

,2  . 

/ 

«,1  !  -  ,S 

4 

/  o5  4  - 

.31 

0  4  -  .2 

Peoria 

/  02 

i  / 

o 

"7 

^2 

/ 

/ 

o2  r  -  .7 

4 

/  .31  / 

.34  / 

o5^  /2.6 

Springfield,  Ill. 

£ 

/  ol 

|  / 

*1 

*  i. 

- 

.3 

- 

.2  i  -3.2 

A.6f 

0  j  / 

„5;  -2,i 

West  North  Central: 

V 

£ 

1 

£ 

= 

r 

4 

Cedar  Rapids 

/  o2 

| 

0 

I  / 

-  4 

1 

c  - 

/ 

o 

to 

•> 

4 

-  .11. 

0  I  / 

.11  /  .4 

Kansas  City 

/ 

/ 

3  4- 

4/ 

.1  4 

0  4  -  o  3 

£ 

/2.6  | 

0  |  / 

.2$  A.l 

Minneapolis 

/  =3 

/ 

t 

•  — 

r 

0 

0  4  -  c2 

4 

A.9 1 

0  i  - 

.3-:  0 

Omaha 

: 

-  *2 

\  - 

-  i 

r 

0 

0  I  /  .9 

£ 

-1.2  f 

0  4  - 

.1:  0 

St.  Louis 

/  .7 

0 

: 

0  : 

/ 

X  M  .2 

A.  3  ?  - 

.2!  - 

.1  -  .3 

St.  Paul 

/ 

- 

cl 

!/ 

al  : 

0  4  ~  o  6 

/3.9\ 

0  1  - 

.2;  -  .1 

Wichita 

/cl 

/ 

®.3 

,1 

/ 

.1  /  o4 

4 

/  o  1  |  / 

»4|  / 

.1  -  .3 

Table  7  -  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods  ( Cont 1 d ) 

..  ,  .  '  V  ;  •  •  •  •  »■  "  ■  '  ’ 

\  ;•  Percent  Change  -  Nov.  14.  1941  to  Dec.  12.  1944 

-’Cereals!  |  -  .f  f Fruity  f  Fats-: Sugar 

Region  and  City  f.  All  ‘  -  and "t  Meats  \  Dairy  ,'f  Eggs  T  and  i  Bev- 1  and'  ‘ |  and 

••  foods  bakery  •;  I  products-:  i  veg*  jerages  oils: sweets 


South  Atlantic; 


Atlanta 

/0.7 

f  /o.i 

I  -0.1 

| 

0.0 

t  A.  3 

| 

/2.4 

i  0.0 

£  -0.4: 

/0.2 

Baltimore 

i 

-  »■  3 

.* 

0 

1  -  .7 

/ 

.2 

I  /  «2 

| 

-  .2 

I  - 

.1 

f  - 

.3! 

0 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

/  .2 

r 

0 

5/  .1 

: 

/ 

.2 

I  A.  2 

§ 

/  .2 

5 

0 

i  - 

.If 

0 

Jacksonville 

1 

/  .6 

!/ 

.1 

I-  .1 

: 

0 

;  a.  4 

r 

/2.2 

| 

0 

z 

0  1 

0 

Norfolk 

~ 

/  .8 

0 

0 

i 

0 

7  .2 

z 

/4.1 

E 

0 

z 

0  I 

0 

Richmond 

l 

A.o 

«■» 

.1 

1/  .3 

J 

- 

.1 

1/1.4 

/4.2 

£  - 

.1 

l  - 

.2! 

- 

o 

•  ^ 

Savannah 

-  .1 

| 

0 

!/  .1 

- 

.1 

i/2.7 

| 

-1.0 

1/ 

.3 

§  - 

.2! 

mm 

.2 

Washington,  D. 

j 

/  .3 

| 

0 

7  .2 

| 

/ 

.3 

:  /  .4 

/  .6 

.1 

§  - 

o  = 

•  r 

0 

Wins  ton-Salem 

r 

/  .5 

r  «*• 

•  2 

f  A.  2 

| 

0 

1/3.3 

z 

-1.0 

f  - 

♦2 

: 

0  ! 

mm 

.1 

East  South  Central; 

z 

1 

* 

| 

| 

£ 

z 

■  •> 

\ 

Birmingham 

i 

/  .7 

I  - 

.7 

■  —1. 6 

J 

| 

0 

1/  .3 

| 

/6.1 

1 

.1 

•a 

.31 

0 

Jackson  ? 

*  Z 

/  .7 

i/ 

#3 

7  .7 

V 

0 

1/  .7 

/l. 9 

f  A. 3 

1;  - 

.11 

0 

Knoxville 

’  \ 

/l.O 

^  mm 

.1 

1/  .2 

0 

IA.7 

/3.2 

3 

0 

7 

.21 

0 

Louisville 

\ 

/  .8 

|  - 

.1 

7  a 

1 

0 

1/1.7 

Z 

/3.6 

;  / 

.3 

.3| 

/ 

.2 

Memphis 

" 

/  .5 

f 

0 

1  -  02 

/: 

L.3 

7  .7 

■ 

A. 3 

.2 

£  - 

.31 

mm 

.6 

MoM le 

j. 

f- 

-  .3 

7 

0 

{/  a 

z 

0 

}  A.i 

Z 

-1.8 

i 

0 

f  - 

,1| 

0 

West  South  Central; 

i 

r 

z 

1 

f 

| 

£ 

Dallas 

/  .3 

!/ 

.2 

1/  .1 

] 

o’ 

1/5.7 

/  .1 

i  / 

.2 

•i 

o  ! 

/ 

.2 

Houston 

f 

A.o 

r 

0 

I  0 

£ 

0 

f/8.7 

§ 

A.8 

.7 

1/ 

.if 

0 

Little  Rock 

/  .3 

I  - 

.3 

1/  .1 

| 

/ 

.1 

1/1*6 

| 

/l. 4 

/ 

.3 

7 

•  2  £ 

/ 

.1 

New  Orleans 

5 

/  .4 

0 

j/  *9 

j 

/ 

.2 

[/4.9 

I 

-1.0 

0 

0  f 

0 

Mountain; 

2 

?■ 

? 

r 

I 

| 

i 

£ 

Butte 

1 

/ 

i- 

0 

i/  .i 

— 

0 

f/4.3 

E 

/  .9 

:  — 

.1 

7 

.it 

0 

Denver 

T 

A.i 

r 

0 

1-  .1 

0 

i/2.5 

z. 

/3.6 

f  - 

#3 

.21 

.2 

Salt  Lake  City 

7 

/ 

z 

0 

f-1.1 

I 

- 

.1 

(A.I 

E 

/3.2 

£ 

A 

.4 

-  — ^ 

•  3  j 

0 

Pacific; 

Z. 

l 

1 

| 

t 

f 

1 

| 

£ 

Los  Angeles 

1 

/  .4 

7 

.1 

M  .2 

4 

0 

!/  .5 

% 

A.i 

0 

i  - 

.2 1 

.1 

Portland,  Oreg. 

■  J. 

/  .9 

7 

.1 

.3 

F 

0 

1/  .8 

l 

/2.3 

7 

.1 

r 

0  f 

/ 

.2 

San  Francisco 

A.  9 

.1 

f/ 

c. 

0 

0 

1 

A.  3 

7 

.3 

1/1.7 1 

0 

Seattle 

: 

/  .8 

,  •  - 

.3 

/  *2 

- 

/ 

.1 

i/i.i 

/3.3 

.1 

7 

.11 

0 

Table  8  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  large  Cities  Combined 


Percent  Change 


Commodity 

4 

Dec;  12 

1  1944 

= Average 
•■'prices 

i  Nov.  14  Dec.  14 
;•  1944  to }  1943  to 
Dec.  12;  Dec.  12 
_ _ 1944  1944 

Sept.  15  Jan.  14 
1942  to  :  1941  to 
;  Dec.  12  i  Dec.  12 
I  1944  !  1944 

:  Aug.  15 
j  1939 -to 
Dec.  12 
:  1944 

^Cents 

z 

f 

i 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS':  ; 

'' 

3 

7. 

£  ’ 

Cereals : 

. .  -  i-  . 

■f  :  • 

Flour,  wheat 

10  lb. 1  64.1 

::  -0.2 

I  /  1.1 

:  /18.0 

i/54.8 

1  /79.1 

Macaroni 

lb. f  15.8 

0  . 

/  1.3 

;  /12.1 

!  A  4. 5 

i  /12.9 

*Wheat’  cereal 

28  os.  |  23.1 

I  -  .4 

V  -  .9 

-  -  3.8 

:  -  i.7 

1-4.5 

Corn  flakes 

8  oz. f .  6. 5 

i  o  : 

i  -  1.5 

:  r  7.1 

I-  8.5 

;  -  7.1 

Corn  meal 

lb.  i  6.4  * 

4  o 

.  ;  /  8.  5 

-  /28.0 

1/52.4 

:  /60.0 

*Rice 

"1  12.8 

•  /  .8 

/  •  & 

;  /  2.4 

1  /62.0 

1  /70.7 

Rolled  oats 

"  i  10.2 

1  0 

/17.2 

i  /17.2 

1/43.7 

i  /43.7 

*Flour,  pancake  ' 

20  oz.  !  12.3 

0 

.  /  5.1 

'  •  1/ 

I  1/ 

l  1/ 

Bakery  products: 

‘r 

• 

Bread,,  white  •  ’ 

lb.  i  8.8 

1  0 

I  ~  1.1 

:  /  1,1 

i/12.8 

/12.8 

Bread,  whole,  wheat 

”  f  9.6 

0 

•  -  2.0 

S  /  1.1 

1/10.3 

/  9.1 

Bread,  rye 

"  1  9.9 

0 

i  -  2.0 

i  /  2.i 

f  /!  0. 0 

1  /  7.6 

Vanilla  cookies 

»  ;  28.9 

i  /2.5 

1/  ,7. 

!  /  7,0 

i /l 5.1 

2/ 

Soda  crackers 

"  18.9 

. 

0 

r  /  i.i 

j  A3. 9 

726.0 

/27.7 

MEATS:  <  '.  -  • 

i 

r. 

E 

£ 

‘  Beef:* 

i ' 

t 

z 

4  . 

Round  steak  • 

lb,  ? 40.6 

0 

-  2.9 

’  -  8.1 

[/  5.2 

i  /n.5 

Rib  roast 

•  "  t 32.9 

f  -  .3 

!  -  3.5 

1  -  5.2 

7  4.4 

:  /13.8 

Chuck  roast 

n  !  28.2 

i  -  .4 

-  2.8 

r  -  6.0 

i/11.9 

i/25.3 

*Stew  meat' 

"  ■  30.4 

i  -  .7 

i  -  3.8 

1  1/ 

1/ 

f  I/ 

Liver 

"  f  37.3 

f  0 

/  .5 

!  2/ 

i  2/ 

i  2/ 

•  '  Hamburger4 

”  i 27. 5 

1  0 

-  4. 5 

1/ 

I  1/ 

!  1/ 

Veal  :■  ,  • 

z  s  •» 

i 

f 

Cutlets 

"  1 44. 8  * 

\  /  .4 

:  -  2.8 

!  -18.4 

I-  0.9 

/  5.4 

*Roast,  boned  &  rolled  n  f  35.9 

i  -  .3 

0 

!  1/ 

:  1/  • 

!  1/  “  ' 

Pork:  7  • 

6 

r 

£ 

-  Chops  * 

"  , 57.3 

!  o 

‘  .8 

f -13.5 

1/23.2 

i  /20.7 

Bacon,  sliced 

"  i 40.9 

I  /  .2 

?  -  1.2 

0 

1/35.9 

/34.5 

Ham,  sliced 

"  1 50.0 

;  -  .2 

!  -  3.5 

£ -16.1 

i/10.9 

£/  7.8 

Ham,  whole 

"  35.2 

0 

:  -  1.4 

1  -  8.1 

s/34.4 

i/23.5 

Salt  pork 

"  21.9 

-  .9 

-  3.5 

;  -  8.0 

1/31.1 

;/42.2 

*Liver 

"  • 22.0 

i  0 

.5 

11/  • 

1  1/ 

Z  1/ 

*Sausage 

"  ■ 38:5 

7  /  .3 

;  /  .5 

1/ 

!  1/ 

1/ 

*Bologna,  big 

"  .33.9 

J  -  .3 

4-  1.5 

4  1/ 

i  i/ 

1/ 

Lamb :  -  •  ■  -  - 

Leg  ....  . 

"  40.1 

(7  .5 

-  .5 

:/  5.8 

i/44.2 

As. 3 

Rib  chops 

”  ;45.7 

/  .9 

0 

-  3.0 

i/30.6 

/24.5 

NOTE 
* 

1/ 
2/ 


from  January  1943  to  date. 

Not  included  in  the  index. 

Priced  for  first  time  in  February  1943. 
Not  available. 
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ble  c  -  Avorajr,  Retail  Prices  of  fro ds  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont'd) 


Commodity 


MEATS:  (Continued) 

Poultry: 

Roasting  chickens  2 /  lb. 
Fish:  '  f 

Fish  (fresh, frozen )2/  lb. 
Salmon ,  pink  16  oz,  can 
^Salmon,  red  » 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS : 

Butter  •  lb. 

Cheese  n 

- -ilk,  fresh  (delivered)  qt. 
Milk,  fresh  (grocery)  M 

Milk,  evaporated  14i  025 .can 

EGGS: 


Dec,  12 
..  1944 

Average 

.prices 

fronts 


45.0 

1/  •• 

**'••*•  •  F 

40.4 


50.0 
36.0 
15.6 
1/ .  5 
10. 0 


Eggs,  fresh  gj 

doz.  '66,9 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables :  •: 

Fresh  fruits : 

i 

Apples 

lb,  10.7 

Bananas 

"  11.1 

Oranges 

do 3,  43.7 

•^Grapefruit 
<  Fresh  vegetables: 

each  2.8 

Beans,  ‘green 

lb.  20, 5 

Cabbage 

*  5,8 

Carrots 

bunch  :  9.2 

Lettuce 

head  12,5 

Onions 

lb.  5.0 

Potatoes 

15  lb,  •  67.6 

Spin:  ich 

lb.  ll.o 

Sweetpotatoes  * 

"  .  8.0 

*Boots  bunch  9.7 

Canned  fruits  and  vegetables:: 
Carmel  fruits : 

Peaches  #2-1  can  27,8 

Pineapple  ”  26. 7 

Grapefruit  juice  #2  can  14,4 


Nov.  14  Dec.  14 
1944  to  1943  to 
Dec.  12  Doc,  12 
1944 


-  Sept.  15:  Jan.  14  Aug.  15 
1942  to  .  1941  to  1939.  to 

-  Pec,  12  I  Dec,  12  Doc,  12 

I  1944  I  1944  :  1944 


/  0.1 

% 

I  /  1.4 

f  72.6 

734.9 

i  /  59.2 

7  .4 

!  -  7.3 

i  /23.4 

1/83.1 

i  716.1 

■  - 1.7 

::  -  '3,8 

1  /  3.2 

743.3 

/  75.3 

r  _  O  f7 

/•.t  • 

1  -'2.2 

f  -  .5 

?/53.0 

,  /  74.9 

/  .4 

1  -  •  4 

!  - 1.2 

/31.6 

:  /  62.9 

r  -  .6 

i  0  • 

i  /  5.C 

733.3 

]/  45.7 

|  0 

=  0 

S  /  4.0 

720.0 

i  /  30. 0 

0 

*/  *7 

f  /  7.4 

721.8 

1/  31.8 

0 

'?■  7  » 

0 

5  s 

|  72.4 

740.8 

7  49.3 

■  /  1.0 

{/  4.1 

t  7l.5 

703. 5 

7107.8 

;  /  3.9 

l  -  q 

:  -  5I0 

7  2.3 

7 1.5 

73.4 

;  /  2.2 

■74.7 
7  6.4 
/  1.7 

/l  0.2 

.77. 6 

/22.S 


/  .4 

•  1,8 

0 


7  1.9 
l-  9.0 
7  a 
71s.  9 

1/13.3 

7  5.5 
I-  9.3 

-  3.3 

-32.4 
/  7.8 
719.0 
-20:0 

—  1  ,*  0 


/  5.3 

-  4,0 

5  0 


!  /72.6 
i  /  7.8 
i  /11.8 

-  6.4 

/76.7 

/43.7 

/33.3 

0 

/ll.l 

/40.0 

/11.2 

/25.0 

U 


705.8 
*8.2 
.1 

.  2/ 

746. 4 
/70.6 
/53.3 
/48. 8 
/38.9 

731. 5 


:63.0 

/60.0 

U 


:  743.2 
7  82.0 
7  38.7 

f  y 

7134.7 

7  48.7 
/100. 0 
7  48.8 
7  33.9 
7  96.5 
7  52.6 
7  45,5 
4/ 


75.3  /6S.  5  7  62.6 

-  5.7  /27.8  7  27.1 

76.1  y  i  y 


HOTE: 

* 

1/ 

y 

y 
y . 


Data  are  eased  on  51  cities  combinedprior  to  1943  and  on  5&  cities  combined 
from  January  1943  to  date, 

Not  included  in  the  index. 

Composite  price  not  computed. 

Percentage  change  computed  on  the  index. 

Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  1941, 

Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1943, 
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Table  $  -  Average  Hated  1  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont!d) 


Commodity 


Dec,  12  INov.  14 
19/44  to 
Doc,  12 

-1244— 


Percent  Change 


A v© 1  ago 
•prices 


FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES  i  (Cont’d)' 
Canned  ve go tables : 

•e  '  Beans,  green 
Corn 


Cents 


J3C,  14 
1943  to 
Doc,  12 

,1244— 


Tm 

J-  •  .*  v  «. 


i?2  can  13,1 
"  :  14.7 

”  v  0.3,2 

.  Tomatoes  •  «  12,1 

, '  *Soup,  vegetable  11  oz,can  ;  1.3,3 
Dried  fruits  and  vegetables;  1 
Dried  fruits : 


0,0 

0 

-  ,3 
/l. 7 

•  :r 


-  '9.7 

/  3.5 

«■  3.3 

-  2,4 

/ 1.5 


Copt,  15,  Jan,  14 :  Aug,  15 

;  19/2  to  j 1941  to  1  1939  to 

•  Dec.  12  I  Dec,  12  :  Doc,  12 
— 1—1944. .  I  1944 


4.4 

/10.5 

-  9.6 

/■  4.3 

1/ 


•  Prunes  - 

lb. 

1 17.0 

7 

1.2 

7 

1.2 

'  i  7-4.9 

. Dried  vo go tabl os :  • 

• 

.  Navy  beans' 

lb. 

;  11.1 

0 

7 

5.7 

’  1  72. 0 

-  tCoup,  dehydrated, 

••  • 

• 

r 

chicken  nbodlo  • 

oz. 

\  3.7 

0 

0 

i  17 

BEVERAGES  i 

t. 

Oof  foe  b 

lb. 

ho.  3 

'0 

7 

1.3 

!  /  5.6 

Tea 

i 

4 

lb. 

24.0 

0 

/ 

1,7 

/  7.1 

*Cocoa 

X 

2 

lb. 

\  10.4 

„ 

0 

7 

9.5 

|  /  2.0 

FATS  AND  0IIS  $ 

: 

J* 

Lard 

lb. 

:  IB,  8' 

? 

D 

0 

1  /  3.7 

Shortening  other  than 

lard : 

) 

' 

In . cartons 

lb. 

•  20,2 

j 

0 

7 

1.0 

1  /  3.6 

In  other  containers 

1! 

24.3 

;4  " 

.4 

v  /  1.6  . 

Salad  dressing 

Pt. 

5  25.3 

: 

0 

/ 

1.2 

!  /  2.4 

01  e  omnr  gar  i»jo 

lb. 

124.2' 

7 

./•  ' 

/ 

.8 

'7  8.0 

Peanut  "butter 

11 

123.3'-' 

.7 

4,4 

7  1.3 

*0il,  cooking -or  salad 

- 

pt. 

130.7 

0 

* 

0 

i  2 / 

SUGAR  ANL  3 ASETS  ; 

* 

•; 

Sugar 

lb. 

A  ri 

.  of  / 

0 

1.5 

’  "  2»9 

Corn  sirup 

24 

oz. 

115.8 

i 

0 

A 

.6 

/  4.6 

*Molnssd'S 

IS 

oz. 

16. 0‘ 

/ 

-.6 

/ 

.6 

/  7.4 

*Applo  butter 

16 

oz. 

13.6 

0 

/ 

3.0 

1/ 

731.0 

/3V.4 

0 

74.  0 

1/ 


/77.1 

/70, 3 

V 


/46.4 

76.4 

7-4.3 


7-02,3 

778.8' 

735.5 

723.4 

755.1 

753.1 

2/ 


/31.4 

/16.2 

79.4 

1/ 


;  /31.0 

I  71.3 

-  2.9 

.  70.7 

:  1/ 


/93.2 

/?1.4 

1/ 


/35.9 

79.5 

7-0.9 


}  79.9 

I  /72.6 
f  72.3 

I  2/ 

746.7 

758.1 

f  2/ 


723.8 
715.3 
(77.6 
I  1/ 


* 

1/ 

2j 


Data  arc  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to 
from  January  1943  to  date. 

Not  included  in  the  index,  ’ 

Priced  .for  the  first  time  in  February  1943# 
N.o.t  available , 


1943  and  on  56  cities  combined 
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Retail  Rood  Costs  in  large  Cities  1/ 

i.-blc  ?  -  Indexes  and  Percent  Change  from  January  IQ41 
and  Other  Specified  Periods 


Jjadexes,  10,35-  39  ^5  CO  ~~  TT 


Region  and  City 


Dec.12  Nbvil4  Docsi4'Set>t;i5  Jan*4L4  1  Nov  I4 
2/1944  :19/4  1943  4  1942  :  1941  i  19/4 


to 


Dec o 12 


United  States  ,  ;  137,4  136,5  f  137 


19/4. 


New  England  i: 
Boston 
Bridgeport 
Pall  River 
Manchester 
New  Haven 
Portland 7  Maine 
Providence 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 
Newark 
New  York 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 


:  132*7  131,8 
:  134o  6  134,5 
132,2  131.6 ; 

133 o 6  1 33 o 6 
135ko  3  135,2 
133.1  133.2  :  134,4! 
135o7  135o  61  134,2? 


130, 91 
13687; 
132 . 6*. 
133,8; 
136, 9;" 


124c  4 
127.0 1 

125.7 
126 .3 
126,  2 

125.8 
126,.  3 


134,1  133,4  137.6:  127,6  '100,2 


Rochester 

Scranton 


o 


•  I/O  2  .139 , 1  T  139 4i  128. 0 
^138.7  137.4  139.4  125,2 
) 135.0  133,3  136.1:  123.9 
1136.1  I34,.  7  1-3 5-1  125,9 
;.134,0  132  u  4 
:  137,2  1-36,3 


East  North  Central?  1 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Columbus,  -Ohio 
Detroit 
Indianapolis 
Milwaukee 
Peoria 


135,2 

_  I4O.2 

Springfield  >  111,1/2.0  1/1,9 


136,5 
' 134 . 7 

i 140c 6 

129/4 
'132,7 
133,8 
1135*2 
>  140  c  5 


.135,8 
134c  4 
142, 6 
129, 0 
132.3 
133*1 


132  5  125.: 
36,, 


9  175.6 


133.7; 

135.9; 

1/2  o  6; 

130.7! 

"10/  0  = 

-.1.  £  A*  - 

1 34 4r 
132.9; 


(**r 

.  O- 


Wo3t  North  Central ;  • 
Cedar  Rapids  4/  139  .,9 


Kansas  City 
Minneapolis 
Omaha 
Ste  Louis 
St,,  Paul 
Wichita  4/ 


131,0 
>130.4 
130,0 
:139* 5 
•129  41 
147.3 


-.139.6 

130.3 
130.0 

130. 3 
138. 5 

128.3 
147 


0 

Q  »'w 


141,0; 


13944 
132,7: 
132,3-> 
122  ,,2: 
139«3! 

1  O"1 

J-W-6  .  O, 

i  )  &  r 


124.9 

126.9 
127.3 
1.19 . 6 
12447 

127.1 
121 Q  0 
130.7 

130.2 


121.2 
12047 
123,3 
123,2 
1.264/ 
120,8 
132  0 


98..  8 
99*5 

95.0 

98. 0 

QQ  O 
7  7 , 7 

0*7  Z 

7  •  fj  s 


93  o  2 
96.5 

99.2 
93  *  4 
97,  0 

98.2 
95,9 


99,0 

96.2 


95-9 

92,4 

a  ^  o 

v7,  * 

97, 9 

99.2 
93,6 

97.2 


95.2 

96.5 

97.5 

96.6 

95.7 

95.3 

96.3 


/ . 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

r 


/ 


.5 

0 

*1 

,-JL 

*1 

2 


/V5 
/■ -.3 
/  49 

/1.3 

4.1,0 

/*■ J-  >  ^ 
/  7 


/  5 

/  ■> 

/  .2 
-1*4 
/  *3 
/  *3 
/ 


,5 

0 

9 


oee  footnotes  at  end  of  table J 


/  e2 
/  .5 

/  o3 

..  o 

/  .? 

/  t,6 

/  ..1 


Percent 
Dec o 14 
1943 

to 

Dec.,  12 


*.rvi£fcS; 

/0.2 


-1.5 

-  .3 

-  .1 

-1.2 

2L0 

r  J-  •  -1- 


“2  a  5 

/  06 

-  ,3 

•-*  ,  3 


•A.i 
/  .7 


/2,1 
-  ,9 
-1*4 
-1.0 
-1 , 1 
c  4 
A,  7 

-•  o2 


I  /'-.'  1  ■  /  4/ 


/  ,1 

-1.3 

“1,4 
-1.7 
L  1 
-2 , 0 
“1 . 0 


2441 _ _ _ 

Sept . 15  Jan. 14 
1942  1941 

to  to 

Dec, 12  Dec. 12 
_1944  ;  1944 
/  3.-5  ;/40.5 


A. 4  :  /  6.7 
/  5=9 
/  5.2 
'/  5.4 
/  7.2 


/  5.8 

/  7  / 

r  * » /+ 


f/39.4 

1/39.5 

:/55,6 

r/36.3 

7  /4-1  a  4 
1/39.7 

Mo,  9 


/  .5.1 
/  9,5 
/10. 8 
/  9.0 


I/33 

-  1 

r/39.4 
;  /a2 ,,  1 


ri- 

o  o 

9 


7  /  8.1  4/38.9 


/  7.0  a/34.1 


0  2 


/  9.3 

/  6.1 
A  0.4 
■/  3.2 
/  6.4 
/  5.. 3 

/U.,7 
/  7.5 
/  9,1 

'  J  ' 

/15.4 
/•8.5 
/  5.3 
/  5.5 
/lO.l 
/  6.9 
/■LI.  6 


:/40.7 


i/39.0 
/39.6 
/41.7 
;/3S.5 


OO 

/36,3 
/36:3 
/41 0 
./41.9 

/47.  6 


/45 . 9 
/41.3 
/31..7 
/32,3 
/40. 6 
/30.9 
/53 . 5 
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Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  1/  (Contfd) 

Table  9  -  Indexes  and  Percent  Change  from  January  1941  and 

Other  Specified  Periods 


_ _  Indexes  1935-39=100  _ _ 

Dec* 12  Nov. 14  Dec. 14  Sept. 15^ Jan. 14 

1944  f  1944  I  1943  i  1942  I  1941 
Region  and  City  2/  1  !  I 


South  Atlantic: 

| 

Atlanta 

1138.8 

Baltimore 

(143*9 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

1135.0 

Jacksonville 

146.8 

Norfolk  2/ 

:143  c  2 

Richmond 

1137.1 

Savannah 

X50o5 

Washington,  D.  C, 

0.37.1 

Winston-Salem  [J 

138.7 

East  South  Central: 

| 

Birmingham 

042.3 

Jackson  ij 

051.3 

Knoxville  ij 

158.3 

Louisville 

032.0 

Memphis 

1145.6 

Mobile 

:144=  6 

West  South  Central: 

i  • 

Dallas 

033 o  4 

Hous  ton 

035.9 

Little  Rock 

037.0 

New  Orleans 

150.3 

Mountain: 

§ 

Butte 

034.3 

Denver 

037.9 

Salt  Lake  City 

141.9 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

043.9 

Portland,  Or eg. 

048,1 

San  Francisco 

049.1 

Seattle 

043.9 

137.9 

1 137.3  i 

125o9 

1  94.3 

144.3 

'I42.5  1 

131.2 

I  97.9 

134.7 

I 134c 4  f 

126.6 

I  95.9 

::  145.9 

1 144-0  2  1 

134.2 

I  98.8 

142.0 

f 145.1  I 

131.9 

1  95,8 

t 135.7 

1 136.0  1 

126,2 

l  93.7 

150.6 

1149.7  I 

133.3 

I  100.5 

136.7 

1135.9  ! 

128.1 

1  97.7 

1 138.0 

§ 137.5  | 

119c  8 

f  93.7 

-  141.3 

f 141.2  I 

125*3 

f  96.0 

•  150.2 

t  144.6  i 

141.0 

1 105.3 

f 156.8 

1157.4  1- 

134.2 

I  97.1 

:  131.0 

1 134,0  1 

124.2 

I  95.5 

:  144.9 

1 144 0  5  I 

129.7 

t  94.2 

1 145.0 

1144.9  ] 

133.9 

1  97.9 

1  132,7 

I 135.5  | 

123.7 

i  92.6 

1  134.6 

1137.3  : 

130.8 

|  102.6 

f 136.3 

1135.5  1 

129.2 

i  95.6 

f 149.7 

1149.0  | 

135.9 

j 101.9 

:  133.5 

1 137.2  ! 

124.6 

!  98.7 

1 136.4 

1 138.7 

126.8 

:  94.8 

:  141.1 

j 141.3 

130.1 

J  97.5 

:  143.3 

1143,3  ; 

137.9 

i 101.8 

|  146.8 

1 144. 9  1 

141 0  2 

: 101.7 

:  146.3 

•  143.7  i 

133.5 

?  99.6 

f 142.7 

1 143.1  : 

137.3 

101.0 

Percent  Change 


Nov, 14  Dec. 14- Sept. 15 
19*44.  1943  |  1942 

to  j  to  i  to 
Dec.12iDec.12i  Dec.  12 
1944  i  1944  1  1944 

1 J  an. 14 

i  1941 

i  to 
;Dec.l2 
:  19.44 

/0.7 

a.i  i 

/10.2 

/47.2 

-  ,3  I 

A.o  1 

/  9.7 

/47.0 

/  .2  ! 

/  .4  1 

/  6.6 

/40.8 

/  .6  f 

A.8  1 

/  9©4 

§  /48.6 

/  .3  : 

-1.3  1 

/  S.6 

/49.5 

A.o  1 

r  »8  § 

/  8.6 

r  /46.3 

-  .1  1 

/  .5 1 

/12.9 

/49.8 

/  *3  r 

/  .9  I 

/  7.0 

/40.3 

/  .5 1 

/  .9  j 

A5.3 

/48.0 

/ .?  1 

/  *8  1 

A3. 6 

/48 ,  2 

/  .7 1 

/4.6  | 

/  7.3 

A3. 7 

/1.0  f 

/  -6  f 

/1S.0 

/63„0 

/  .3  i 

-1.5  ! 

/  6,3 

/38.2 

/  .5  1 

/  .8  | 

A2.3 

/54.6 

-  .3  | 

-  .2  i. 

/  8,0 

A7.7 

/  •  5  1 

-1.5  1 

/  7.8 

/44.1 

A.o  ; 

-1.0  I 

/  3.9 

/32.5 

/  a  5  i 

A.i  1 

/  6.0 

A3. 3 

/  .4  \ 

/  .9  | 

A0.6 

A?.  5 

/  .6  j 

-2.1  j 

/  7.8 

/36.1 

A.i  I 

-  .6  i 

/  8.8 

A5.5 

/  .6  i 

/  .4  | 

/  9.1 

A5. 5 

/  .4  : 

/  .4  I 

/  4.4 

Al.4 

/  .9  I 

/ 2.2  ! 

/  4.9 

A5.6 

A.  9  : 

/3.S  1 

A1.7 

A9.7 

/  -8  i 

/  A  1 

/  4.8 

/42.5 

i/  Aggregate  costs  of  6l  foods  (54  foods  prior  to  March  1943)  in  each  city,  ?/eighted 
to  represent  total  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower-salaried 
workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of  population 

weights.  Primary  use  is  for  time-to-time  comparisons  rather  than  place-to-place 
comparis ons . 

2/  Pre 1 iminary . 

1/  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News. 

U  Juno  1940  equals  100. 
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TJ.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


*•  —  ■  *i  %.f*  |  4^ 


GOST  OF  LIVING  AND  RETAIL  COSTS  OF  FOOD  -  JANUARY  1945 


The  BLS  index  indicates  average  changes  in  retail  prices  of 
selected  goods,  rents  and  services  bought  by  families  of  wage 
earners  and  lower -.salaried  workers  in  largo  cities.  The 


items 


covered  represented  70  percent  of  the  expenditures  of  families 
who  had  incomes  ranging  from  $1250  to  $2000  in  1934-36, 

The  index  does  nob  show  the  full  wartime  effect  on  the  cost  of 
living  of  such  factors  as  lowered  quality,  disappearance  of  low- 
priced  goods  and  forced  changes  in  housing  and  eating  away 
from  home. 


It  does  not  measure  changes  in  total  "living  cost; 
in  the  total  amount  families  so'end  for  living, 
and  bond  subscriptions  are  not  included. 


—  that  is, 
Income  taxes 


For  a  description  of  the  methods  used  in  computing  the  index, 
ask  for  "Description  of  the  Cost  of  Living  Index  of  the  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics.”  For  an  appraisal  of  the  factors  enumerated 
above ,  see  the  report  of  the  President’s  Committee  on  the  Cost 
of  Living,  November  17,  1944 . 


Retail  prices  to  city  wage  earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  rose 
slightly  (by  0,1  percent)  between  mid - December  and  mid -January,  Secretary 
of  Labor  Frances  Perkins  announced  today.  ’’Scattered  price  increases  for 
cotton  clothing  and  for  housefurnishings  more  than  offset  a  small  decline 

in  average  food  prices,”  she  said, 

* 

■k 

"The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  index  of  living  costs  for  January  1945 
is  127.1  percent  of  the  1935-39  average,  and  2,3  percent  above  the  level  of 
a  year  ago. 

"Substantial  decreases  in  egg  prices,  usual  at  this  time  of  year,  were 
mainly  responsible  for  the  0.1  percent  decrease  m  average  food  costs  over 
the  month.  Small  reductions  in  fresh  and  frozen  fish  prices  and  in  canned 
fruits  and  vegetables  also  occurred.  Frest  fruits  and  vegetables  were  up 
3.5  percent  on  the  average,  as  higher  prices  for  oranges,  apples,  cabbage, 
onions,  green  beans,  white  potatoes  and  swe e t pc t at oes  mere  than  counter¬ 
balanced  decreases  in  prices  of  lettuce,  carrots  and  spinach  and  bananas. 

"The  shortage  of  low-cost  clothing  articles,  especially  cotton  wash 
dresses,  men’s  overalls,  business  shirts,  socks  and  woolen  sweaters  caused 
a  slight  rise  of  0,1  percent  in  average  clothing  costs.  There  were  some 
price  declines,  reflecting  end- of- season  sales,  cb i>  fly  for  women’s  heavy 
winter  coats.  Similar  reductions  in  prices  of  men’s  coats  were  not  as 
widespread  as  usual  at  this  time  of  year. 


I 


*■  2 


51  Housefurnishing's  prices  rose  0.4  percent ,  mainly  because  of  the 
disappearance  of  lower-priced  lines  of  living  room  and  bedroom  suites. 

” Prices  for  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  were  up  by  0,3  percent,  primarily 
because  of  return  to  regular  bills  for  gas  or  electricity  in  three  cities 
—  Atlanta,  Cleveland,  and  Detroit  —  after  rebates  were  granted  in  December. 
In  Cleveland  a  lower  rate  was  set  in  December c  In  two  cities  ■ —  New  Orleans 
and  Minneapolis  •—  gas  rates  were  lowered  in  January  with  rebates  allowed 
for  the  month  in  New  Orleans.  Prices  of  heating  fuels  remained  stable  on 
the  average,  but  supplies  became  so  short  in  the  Northeastern  states,  due  to 
interruption  of  transportation  by  snow,  that  officials. in  several  cities  set 
up  temporary  rationing  procedures. 

” Prices  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  remained  stable  on  the 
average  *  In  Buffalo,  New  York,  charges  for  streetcar  tokens  were  lowered  in 
January. 

•’Rents  were  not  surveyed  in  January.” 


i, 
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Table  1 


Report  for  January  15,  1945 
CCST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 

Indexes,  1935-39  =  100.0* 


Date  All 

_ items 

1939;  August  15  ^98 . 6* 

1941;  January  15  :  100.8 

1942:  May  15'  |  116.0 

September  15  ;  117.8 
1944:  January  15  124.2 

December  15  \  127.0 

1945:  January  15  :  127.1 


Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

•fuel, 

•electricity 
and  ice 

House-  ; 
furnish-  1 
ings 

Mi  s- 
cella. 

neou  s 

9  3.5 

100.3 

104.3 

97.5 

:  100.6 

100.4 

97.8 

100.7 

105.0 

100.8 

I  100.1 

101.9 

;  121.6 

126.2 

109.9 

104.9 

1  122.2 

110.9 

126.6 

125.8 

108.0 

106.2 

123.6 

111.  4 

r  136.1 

134.7 

108.1 

109.5 

128.3 

118.4 

137.4 

142.8 

108.3 

109.4 

•  143.0 

123. 1 

137.3 

143.0  ■! 

y 

109.7 

1  143.6 

123.1 

Table  la 

PERCENT  OF 

CHANGE 

Date 

Dec.  15  iq  aa 

All  Food  1  Clothing 

items 

i  Rent 
1/ 

.  Fuel#  House— 

:  e3.ectri city  furnish 
and  ice  ings 

\  Mis- 
-!  cella- 
f  ne  ou  s 

Jan.  15,  1945 

/  0.1  |  -  0.1  [  /  0.1 

j  y 

/  0.5 

\  /  0.4 

0 

Jan.  15,  1944  to 

}  \ 

■ 

£■ 

1 

i  . 

Jan.  15,  1945 

/  2.3  ;/  0.9  /  6.2 

:  /  0.2 

i  /  0.  2 

/ia.s 

f  /  4.0 

Sept.  15,  1942  to 

l  ~  i 

_ 

Jan.  15,  1945 

)  /  7'9  f/  8.5  :  /13.7 

;  /  0.3 

/  3.3 

/16.2 

:  /10.5 

May  15,  1942  to 

-  r  • 

| 

i- 

Jan.  15,  1945 

/  9*6  !/ 12. S  /13.3 

-  1.5 

/  4.6 

/1 7 . 5 

!  /11.0 

Jan.  15,  1941  to 

:  : 

Jan.  15,  1945 

:/26.1  i/40.4  /42.0 

/  3.1 

/  8.8 

/43.5 

1  /20.8 

Aug.  15,  1939  to 

~  2  ; 

-  r 

~  » 

■  Jan.  15,  1945 

;:/28.9  i/46. 8  I/42.6 

/  3.8 

J  /12.5 

/42.7 

j  /22.6 

1/  Rents  not  surveyed  in  January.  S  16S* 

£/  Changes  through  Dec.  15,  1944. 


Os 


(LS  45-2417) 


Table  2 


-  4  - 


itepo »*t  for  January  15,  1945 


COST  OF  T  IVTNu  IN  LARGE  CITIES 

■■ 


Percent  Change  between  Dec.  15,  1944  and  Jan..  15,  1945  by  Groups* 


Resi.cn  and  City  .  ;  All  Food 

items'  . . 


--  — F5ei7 -  House-  Mis- 

Clothing  electricity  furnish-  cellar 
■'  and  ice..,  ings  neous 


Average  *  Large  Cities  ;  /O.l  l/\  -0.1  2/  ../o.l  5/  /o.  5-.  4/  /o.  4  3/  ,0  3/ 


-0.1 


,0 


Mew  England? 

Boston 

Middle  At  1 & nt  .i c j 
Buffalo 
New  York 
Philadelphia 
Pitt  sburgh 
East  North  Central: 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Detroit  - 
West  North  Contrail 
Kansas  City 
Minneapolis 
St.  Louis 
South  At  le  nt i o » 
Baltimore 
Savannah 

Wa shingt on,  D. C. 
East  South  Central* 
Birmingham 
W e  st  South  Co  nt  r a 1 s 
Houston 
Mountain* 

Denver 
Pa sifici 
Los  Angeles 
San  Francisco 
Seattle 


0 

•  /O.l 

/0*2 

0 

0 

/0*  1 

!  /i.o  .... 
i  0 
:  /O.l 
/0. 2 

-0.3 

5//0.3 
~  /0*5 

-0.1 

:  -o.9 

'*•  /o.  6 

:  /O.l 

-0.2  ...  . 

/0.2 

0 

/C.  2 

i 

l/o.  8 
/0.  2 
‘  /o.  6 

/0.4 
/0.2 
/0. 2 

/0. 9 
/0*3 
/o.  7 

/0.2 

/0. 4 

/0 .3 

/0.4 

/O.l 

-0.1 

0 

-0,5 

-0.1 

.  -0.3 

■'-1.5 

-0.3- 

-0.4  0 


/o.l 

0 

0 

/o.i 

/0.2  . 

0 

/o.  3 

•  0 

-0.3 

i  0 

/o.i 

'  /?  .8 

/O.l 

:  /0.  4 

/0.  2 

7  c 

0 

-0.5 

-0.1 

0 

/0.5 

-0.2 

/c ,  3 

0 

/0.2 

'  0 

/0. 4 

-  /0*  2 

0 

0 

CO 

. 

o 

0 

/o.  6 

0 

/0. 3 

0 

/O.  3 

/0*2 

:  • 0 

/c.  1 

% 

-0.1 

-0.4 

?  •  0 

0 

/o.l 

0 

0 

0 

/0. 3 

/o.  2 

0 

6/  /0. 4 

0 

0 

/o.i 

0 

/o.l 

/o.  1 

0 

0 

0 

•  0 

0 

0 

/2.9 

-O.l 

•  /o.l 

-0.1 

/o.l 

0 

/4.5 

;  - 

0 

/2.1 

•  0 

/l.l 

0 

0 

./O.l 

0 

0 

Those  percent,  changes  are  based  on  index- 
wage  earners  and  lower- salaried  Workers 
Rents  not  surveyed  in  January* 

Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected 
Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 

Based  on  data  for  54  cities* 


os  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by 
in  large  cities. 

on  Tuesday  nearest  15th  of  the  month. 


Indexes  for  Dec.  1944  Revised?  All  items  126. GjMiso. 


124.5* 
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COST  OF  LIVING  IN  URGE  CITIES 

Percent  Changes  Since  August  1939,  January  1941  and  Other  Specified  Dates* * 

~  Jan.  15,  1944  4ug.  15,  1939?  Jaii.  1,  1941  jKay  15,  1942  |  Sept*  15,  1942 

-  •  '  -  -  to  -  Tj° 


Region  and  City 


to 


to 


to 


Average:  Large  Cities  /2„3 

/28.9  j 

/26.1 

/  9.6 

/  7.9 

New  England: 

.  Boston 

/2.0  9 

i 

/27b2  j 

A4.6 

t  ^ 

/  8,9 

?  ■ 

/  6.3 

Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo  , 

New  York  „ 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 

/1.3  1 

/2.6  1 
/2,0 
/3,0 

/29.3 
/29„2  = 

/28„7 

'  /30.2  ; 

/25.0 

/26,6 

/26.9 

/26.6 

1 

/  5.7 
/12.9 

/  9.8 
/10.6 

^  / 

-  s 

/  5.7 
/10.0 
/  7.7 
/  9.0 

East  North  Central: 
Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Detroit 

.  /2.6  ? 
/2.5  1 

/l.  6 

A.  9  f 

/27„6  » 

'  /'30  c  5 
/29.S 
/29.3  ; 

A-4.4 
/27.5 
/27  c  3 
/26.1 

\ 

/  8.1 
/  9.6 
/  9.3 

7  7.2 

1 

/  7.3 
/  7.6 
/  8.5 
/  7.6 

West  North  Central: 

/27.1 

/21.0 

/24.4 

| 

r  9.6 

/  6.3 
/  3.7 

5 

/  9.1 
/  5.5 
/  7.7 

Kansas  City 
Minneapolis 

St.  Louis 

/2.6 

/2.0 

/2.2 

/2&.9  T 

/23o6 

/28.0 

South  Atlantic: 
Baltimore 

Savannah 

Washington,  D.  C. 

/2.9  1 

Am 

/2.0 

/31.4 
/35.9 
/27.9  ; 

/2S.8 

/33.0 

/26.2 

/  9.7 

/n.6 

/  9.9 

/  3.3 
/10.5 
/  7.7 

East  South  Central: 
Birmingham 

A-.7  ; 

/33.3 

/29,2 

/10,6 

| 

/10.5 

West  South  Central: 
Houston 

A-4  | 

/24.2  } 

/22.6 

/  7.7 

A 

/  6.0 

Mountain: 

Denver 

A- 9  ] 

/28.0  | 

/26#2 

'  9  - 

/  9.2 

c 

/  7.7 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles 

San  Francisco 
Seattle 

/2 . 2 

/3*4 

/2.0 

/28.5 

/32.9 

/30.6 

/26.0 

/29.7 

/28.3 

/  9.3 
/12.2 
/  8.1 

/  6.1 
/  9.2 
/  6.8 

i  j  of*  ti'P  poq+.  of  ^oods  purchased  by  wage 

*  These  percent  changes  are  based  on  inaexeo  °f  ' 

earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cxues. 
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Report  for  January  15,  1945 


COST  OF  LIVING  H\T  LARGE  CITIES 


Indexes,  1935-39  =  100.0* 


Region  and  City 

I  All 

2 items 

|  Food 

Clothing 

Fuel, 

;  electricity 

fl.nd  7  r*p 

l  House- 
f  furnish- 

Average:  Large  Cities  f 127.1  1/1 137. 3  2/1 

143.0  2/  109.7  4/ 

-  -LIIkS 

1  143.6  3/ 

New  England: 

:*  • 

£  *  r 

7  •  •  - 

Boston 

Middle  Atlantic: 

]  123.5 

; 132.8  j 

139.8 

:  120.2 

i  139o5 

Buffalo 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 

East  North  Central: 

! 127.4 
1127.9 

1 125.9' 

| 128.1 

. 135. 5 
1138.7 
135.1 
13604 

140.3 
148.7 
144  0  0 

165.0 

i  106.9 
114.0 
l  109.3 
112.0 

142.9 

136.4 

141.3 

139.6 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Detroit 

West  North  Central: 

1  125.9 

1 127.0 

i  129.8 

1 127.4 

1 135.3 
- 135.5 

1 140.3 
: 132.4 

137.6 

143.8 

143.9 

141  >  0 

105.2 

106.2 
112,2 

|  112.4 

141.8 

145.8 

141.9 

146.4 

Kansas.  City 
Minneapolis 

St.  Louis 

South  Atlantic: 

1 125.1 

1 123.2 
•  :  125.6 

; 131.6  1 
130.7 

140.3 

142.5 

138.0 

139.6 

1  110.2 
!  102.6 
107.2 

130.1 
135.7 

126.2 

•  Baltimore 
. Savannah 

Washington,  Da  C, 
East  South  Central: 

'  129.7- 
;  134.9 
j  126.1 

: 145.2 
.  150.9  - 

; 138.0 

147.3 

143.3 
150.1 

;  108.7 

111.9 
108.8 

148.4 

145.9 

139.8 

Birmingham 

West  South  Central: 

j  131.3 

"14208  ■ 

140.9 

104.7  f 

140.8  ; 

Houston 

Mountain: 

;  125.1 

136.5  r 

138.7 

5  91.1  j 

138.3 

Denver 

Pacific: 

;  126.2 

137.8  \ 

134.9 

104. 2 

151.9  [ 

Los  Angeles 

San  Francisco 
Seattle 

:  129.1 
?  132,0 
131.0 

;  143.4 

-■146.9 

143  e  4 

140.7 

141.8 
141.8 

92.5 

92.6 

:  103.7 

139o5  1 

1 38.8 
141.0  § 

1/ 

2/ 

3/ 

U 


iiiese  indexes  are  based  on  changes  in  thp  n  .  .  . 

earners  and  lower-salaried  worker  in  large  citiL  *  « 

Rents  not  surveyed  in  January,  * 

Based  on  prices  Tor  56  cities  collected  on  Way  nearest  the  fifteen! 


Eased  on  data  for  21  cities. 
Based  on  data  for  34  cities 


|  Mis- 
|  cella 
neous 


]  123.1  3/ 


f  117.4 

I  125.7 
:  125.7 
f  120 a  5 
I  119.6 

!  121.6 

f  125.0 

I  122.3 

\  129.4 

1  125.4 
:  122,4 
j  H9.3 

)  121.5 
!  129.3 
-  126.7 


125.1 


123.2 


122.1 

125.3 

131.3 
131.2 


of  the 
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Table  5.  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  Combined  l/ 

Indexes,  1935-39  «  100  ~ 


f 

i2<£_ 

1941*  1 

191(2 

’  i  1941 

i  1939 

Commodity  group  \2j 

Jan. 

16' Dec.  12 

|  Jan.  18  | 

Sept. 

15  |  Jan • 

l4;Aug.  15 

All  foods  j 

137.3 

1 137.4 

)  136a  i 

12696 

j  97.8 

J  93,5 

Cereals  and  bakery  products; 

108,7 

:  108  »  6 

1  108*5  { 

105.1* 

l  94.9 

1 93 .4 

Meats  f 

130.2 

-  129.9 

1 131.0 

130*6 

i  101*1 

•  95*7 

Beef  and  veal  I 

118,  4 

;  ns  .3 

f  119.3 

126c0 

j  109.4 

<99.6 

P^rk  \ 

112.5 

: 112.3 

I  112.8 

124  c0 

f  86.1 

<88.0 

Lamb  3 

135 .5 

-s  135.6 

I  133  06 

133.7 

I  98.7 

98 .8 

Chickens  *  \ 

152.2 

<150.6 

I  11*9.9 

133  0  7 

..  1  97.2 

94,6 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned  \ 

210.1 

t 211.0 

1  223*5  v 

168*2 

118.7 

:99.6 

Dai r y  Products  | 

135*5 

U33.5  3/ 

1133.5  < 

127.7 

f  105.1 

93,1 

Fgprs  ; 

169.6 

? 188. 5  ~ 

;  15^.0 

155.2 

1  97 .4 

90.7 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

168.9 

i 164,2 

I  166.7 

129.7 

I  93-3 

*92.4 

Fresh  f 

178.0 

i 171.9 

!  175,3 

130.3 

?  93.4 

*92.8 

Canned  ? . 

129.7 

: 129.9 

I  129,7 

123.8 

j  91.4 

*91,6 

Dried  1 

166.9 

;  166  ol{. 

)  162*8 

D43.1+ 

I.  99  06 

*90.3 

Beverages  '  ~  § 

124.4 

I12I+.3 

1  124.4  ? 

123.8 

•  1  90*9 

•  94.9 

Fats  and  oils 

123.4 

! 125 . 3 

;  12)4.0 

120  *  7. 

3  80*3 

*84.5 

Sugar  and  sweets 

126.4 

126.1*  3/ 

•  126.6 

127.0 

<  95,3 

395.6 

l/  The  number  of  cities  included  in  ‘the  index  was  changed 

from  51 

to  56  in 

,  ■  .  - - — 

March 

some  time  the  number 
2/  Preliminary. 

3/  Revi sod. 


5 ary  adjustments  for  maintaining  comparability *  At  the 
of  foods  in  the  index  was  increased  from  54  to  6l* 


Table  5-A, 

Percent  Change 

i 

Dec.  12  | 

j  *  1  -  1  • J  ■  - 

Jan.  18  \  Sept.  15 

4 

Jan*  l4  • 

Aug 0  15 

Commodity  group 

r 

1944  to  f 

1944  to  :  1942  to 

r 

1941  to 

1939  to 

■  * 

r 

Jan.  16  f 

Jan.  1q  ;  Jane  16 

• 

Jan*  16 

Jan.  16 

•  1945 

1945  !  1945 

2 

19)45 

1945 

All  foods 

| 

—  0ol 

+  0.9  f  +  8.5- 

i 

.  +40 *4 

+46  *>8 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

• 

+  .1  1 

+  ,2  <  +3,1 

+14.5  ; 

+16.4 

Moats 

r 

+  .2 

«»  .6  —  ,3 

f 

+28*8  7 

+36.1 

Beef  and  veal 

r 

+  0 1  ; 

”  .8  -  6.0 

+  8*2 

+18  r»9 

Pork 

i 

+  .2 

™  .3  **9,3 

+30.7 

+27*8 

Lamb 

•  : 

*»  ol  1 

+  1.3  +  1*3 

.  f 

,  +37 ,3 

+37.1 

Chickens 

z 

+  la 

+  1.5  +13.8 

; 

.  +56.6  ^ 

+60  ©9 

Pish,  fresh  and  canned 

§ 

•  ,4 

"  o.o  +24  o9 

7 

.  +77.0  3 

+110 .9 

Dairy  Products 

; 

0 

O  ':  +  1+.5 

r 

+27,0  l 

+43.4 

Eggs 

\ 

-10oO  .  1. 

+10.1  ,  i  +  9.3 

+74.1 

+87*0 

P'ruits  and  vegetables 

i 

+  2.9 

+  1.3  :  +30.2 

2 

+81.0  i 

+62,8 

Fresh 

r 

+  3o5 

+  1,5  ;  +36.6 

2 

+90  06  •; 

+9 1 0  8 

Canned 

2 

•  ,2 

0  +  4*8 

+)4lc9  ! 

+41.6 

Dried 

2 

+  .3  1 

+  2.5  +16.4 

• 

+67*6  f 

+84,8 

leverages  • 

3 

+  .1 

0  f  +  *5 

; 

+36,9  ! 

+31.1 

Fats  and  oils 

5 

+  ol 

®  ,5  +2.2 

* 

+53 0 7  i 

+46*0 

Sugar  and  sweets 

1 

0 

■>  .2  j  -  .5 

+32.6  * 

+32  o2 
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Table  6  -  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
by, Groups  of  Foods 


United  States 


— 0  •  1  +0  » 1 


+0.2 


0.0  -10o0  |  +2.9 


Fats 
Bev-  and 
erages  ;  Oils 

+  0ol  +0*1 


Sugar 
j  and 
-  Sweets 

i  0o0 

:/ 


New  England: 

Boston  + 

Bridgeport 
Fall  River  + 

Manchester  + 

New  Haven 
Portland,  Me0  - 

Providence  - 


.1  :+  .2  ;  +  .6 

.3  i  0  +  *2 

a2  0  ■  +  *7 

*3  ;  0  •:+  *2 

ol  .  —  «l  +  .5 

.5  ;  +  .1  +  °2 

.1  o  +  .2 


+  .1  -12.3  =  +3*9 

-  ol  :  *"12.5  f  +3  ®3 

+  .2  "lljel-j.  £  +0.6 

+  .2  -lU.9  i  +7 oU 

-  .1  -  9-5  +1®7 

+  .1  -17*6  +5»5 

o  -12.7= +3  =-8 


0  —si  . +  « 1 

0  +  c2  0 

0  I  -  .2.  |  0 

o  +  *3  ;  +  J+ 

IO 

~  •+ 

0  :  0  0 

-  .2  •  0  +  .2 


Middle  Atlantic: 
Buffalo 
Newark 
New  York 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Rochester 
Scranton 


+  1*0  0 

-  .1  0 

0  0 

+  .1  0 

+  02  +  .1 

+  .2  0 

0  -  *8 


'  -  ,2  :  +  o2 

+  oh  0 

0  0 

^  +  .3  +  *i 

-  .1  I  o 

U  .1  o 

-  .h  -  *3 


-12  .i-j- 
•-•9.2 

—  10  .Ip 

-  8.5 

■ -12.1 

—10 .7 

-II06 


+8.S 
+  1 
+3*- 
+3*( 
+5»: 
+6.' 

+5®: 


0  ::  -,Q..  i- 1*2 

-  .1  +  *3  \  0 

:  +  ,  1  —  .2  :  + 1  *  1 

0  +  .5  h  *2 

+  .2  +  .1  r  —  ®,1 

0  0  -  *3 

0  I  +  *2  :  -  '  .5 


East  North  Central*. 


Chi cago 

-  .9 

0 

Cincinnati 

+  *6 

+  .1 

Cleveland 

+  .1 

+  .3 

Columbus,  0* 

+  .1 

0 

Detroit 

-  .2 

+  *  1 

Indianapolis 

+  *3 

+  .1 

Milwaukee 

0 

-  Pp 

Peoria 

-  *U 

0 

Springfield, 

Hi*  «5 

:  -  .2 

est  North  Central: 

Cedar  Rapids 

+  c6 

+  02 

Kansas  City 

+  .5 

0 

Minneapoli s 

+  .2 

0 

Omaha 

+  *5 

+  .1 

St.  Louis 

+  .0 

1 

0 

St.  Paul 

+  «4 

+  .1 

Wichita 

+  a  5 

0 

+ 

.2 

-  .1 

--  8.2 

-1.5 

+ 

•5 

0 

.  — 10 .5 

+U*2 

+ 

.1 

0 

-10*3 

+3*1 

+ 

oh 

0 

-  9*5 

+5.5 

\  + 

L 

•  O 

\  -  ®U 

:~11*6 

+2o5 

:  +1 

ol 

0 

i-  7*5 

+3.2 

‘  + 

«2 

L  +  .1 

-  9o0 

+3c2 

.2 

0 

-  9*2 

+  .9 

+ 

*9 

1  0 

6„5 

-  +1.8 

+ 

*5 

-  .7 

-  7*8 

:  +Uc8 

<0. 

*2 

+  .2 

-  Uo3 

+I4.0 

+ 

o2 

0 

-.1.8 

+1 .6 

+ 

.1 

0 

-  1,8 

+2cU 

+ 

ol 

+  a 

-  3®2 

+2 .9 

+ 

c7 

-  .2 

—  3o0 

+2o5 

--  + 

.8 

0 

—  60O 

+3  *5 

-  ,2  -  .1  +  *2 

0  :*  +  ,1  ; +  *^ 

-  .1  0  -  08 

+  .1  +  .2  ?— 

+  *6  .  -  *U  :  ”  ®8 

0  +  *5  1  Q 

+  »3  *■*  o  l  ;  — 

+  .3  0  j-24 

0  '  +  .1  • +2.0 


-  cl  U  «2  |  0 

0  \  -  .1  *6 

0  +.2:0 
0  0  I  0 

-  .2  .  0  \  0 

-  .3  •  +  *2  :_+  *9 

+  .2  +  .2  :+  *5 
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Table  6  -  Re 


Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large-  Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods  (Cont'd) 


Region 

and 

City 


All 

Foods 


Per o opt  Chengs,  -  Dec,  12,  I9I4L;.  to  Jan,  lb,  19i-5 

Cereals  |  ,  -Fruits r-  Fats:.  Sugar 

and  |  Neats  |  Dairy  f  Eggs  f  and  I  Bev-  and  ■  and 

Eakery  :  | Products ^  {  Veg.  erages  Oils:  Sweets 


South  Atlantic: 


Atlanta 

+0.6 

0.0 

5  +0J4 

7 

-0.1 

1  -  9.7  i  +7.0 

|  -0.1 

+0.2 ' +0 

Baltimore 

+  .9 

-  .1 

;  +1.8 

\ 

+  .1 

-  8.3  1  +3.7 

0 

.  +  .2  + 

Charleston, S.C  • 

-  .5 

- 

+  .2 

■’  +  ^ 

i 

0 

;  -13.0  |  +1.1 

)  0 

:  +  .5- 

Jacksonville 

-  .3 

- 

0 

I  -  .h 

\ 

+  .14 

.  -12.1 1  4-3.7 

0 

- 

*  -  .1 \+ 

Norfolk 

+1.3 

; 

+  .2 

0. 

+  .2 

i.  -  9*5  +9.0 

0 

0  I 

. Richmond 

-•  .14 

+  .2 

!  -  .1 

+  .2  ' 

-10.9  :  +3.9 

I  +  .1 

0  }  + 

' ,  Savannah. 

+  '•3 

\ 

+  .2 

;  -  .6 

0 

-  6.9  i  +3*9 

i  0 

■  +  .3  ?  + 

Washington,  D.C. 

+  •  *7" 

* 

o- 

:  -  .6 

0 

-12.5  j  +6.7 

0 

-  .lj-2 

Winston-Salem 

+  ■•7- 

l 

0 

.[  +  .1 

;; 

-  .2 

*  -  6.0  :  +6.3 

1  -  .h 

0  i  + 

East  South  Central: 

; 

• 

% 

Birmingham 

+  .Ij. 

i 

+  *14 

.  +2.6 

7 

4  .1 

I  "  9.9  :  +5.0 

0 

0  ( 

Jackson 

+1.1 

T 

-  .1 

-  .1 

0 

:  ■*  2.7  +5*?9 

1  +  .1 

0  :  + 

Knoxville 

+1.2 

t 

0 

f  -•  .1 

+  .1 

;  -  2.2  |  +6.1 

i  0 

+  .2  ( 

Louisville 

- 6.1 

-  .1' 

-2  -  .1 

*» 

0 

\  -11.0  l  +14.7 

1  —  .3 

+  «7  — 

Memphi  s 

+1-.0 

r‘ 

0 

.  +  #2 

-  .1 

-  5.9  ? +5.7 

0 

+  *9  + 

Nobile 

-  ..6 

+  .3 

I  -  .1 

z 

0 

-1I40O  i  +1.9 

1  0 

j -  .ll  c 

« 

West  South  Central; 

r 

- 

- 

I 

>  r 

Dallas 

+  .2 

+  .3 

-  .2 

+  .2 

-13.6  -  +6.1 

0 

-  .2?  C 

Houston 

+  .Ij. 

* 

0 

;-+  .1 

£ 

+  .14 

:  -11.8 1  +6.1 

1  -  .3r 

-  .21  C 

Little  Rock 

+  .2 

-  .2 

~  .5 

-  .1 

;  -12.8  : +6.3 

•:  -  .3 

:  -  .2  1  c 

New  Orleans 

+  .2 

r 

0 

=  -  .2 

-  .1 

j -  9.5  ■ +4.2 

j  +  .1 

1-  .1  -  , 

Mountain; 

l 

I  • 

**  i 

Butte 

+  *b 

. 

0 

+  .7 

r 

-  .3 

:  -  9*6  ^  +3*0 

1  -  .2 

+  .6  =+l. 

Denver 

-  .1 

+14.1 

+  .1 

+  »b 

1 -15.0  +  .6 

1  +1.1 

0  :+  . 

Salt  Lake  City 

-l.l 

r 

0 

0 

-  .1 

^ -11.3  -  .3 

1  +  .1 

+  *3  • 

Los  Angeles 

-  .3 

.  +  .1 

-  .2 

:  +  .1 

-10.6  : +2 . 2 

■  +  .2 

f  +  .1  '-  .1 

Portland,  Or eg. 

-  .7 

0 

.  +  .I4 

+  .1 

-12,6  1+1.3 

k  *3  ) 

0 

+ , *1  -  + • .1 

San  Francisco 

-1.5 

0 

:+  .2 

0 

1-12.0  -1.0 

+  .1  -  ,2 

Seattle 

-  .3 

0 

+1.3 

0 

1-11.9  :+2.6 

|+  .3 

+  .2  |  0 

--  10 


Table  7  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined 


Commodity 


Percent  Change 


'Jan.  16  ! Dec.  12  Jan.  IB,  Sept.  15  :  Jan.  14  f  Aug.  15 

I  1945  \  1944  to  \  1944  to  j  1942  to  )  19a  to  \  1939  to 

LA.  ve  rage  i  Jan.  16  ;  Jan.  16  ’  Jan.  16  j  Jan.  16  Jan.  16 

Prices  \  1945  \  1945  1945  |  1945  ,  - 1241 — 


Cents 


‘CEREALS  AMD  BAKERY  PRODUCTS : 
Cereals : 


Flour,  wheat 

10  lb.- 1  64.2  . 

/0.2 

■  f  -  0.6 

Macaroni 

lb.  j  15.7  . 

r 

0 

?  /  1.3 

*Wheat  cereal 

28 

oz.  5  22.7  . 

i 

-1.7 

-  -  2.6 

Corn  flakes 

8 

.oz,  i  6,5 

l 

0 

•  \  0 

Corn  meal 

lb..  I  6.4 

l 

0  . 

/  8.5 

*Rice  f  , 

n  \  12.6  . 

** 

-1.6 

i  —  1.6 

Rolled  oats 

»  |  10.2 

; 

0 

I/L7. 2 

*Flour,  pancake 

20 

oz.  f  12.1 

z 

-1.6 

]/  1.7 

Bakery  products : 

t  •  - 

\ 

* 

\  » 

Bread,  v/hite 

lb.!  8.8 

1 

0  . 

•I  -  1.1 

Bread,  whole  wheat 

"  1  9.6  . 

0  . 

=  -  2.0 

Bread,  rye  .. 

"  l  9.9 

l 

o  . 

-!-  1.0 

Vanilla  cookies  . 

i  28.8 

? 

-  .3- 

f  0 

Soda,  crackers 

"  :  18.9 

} 

0 

!/  i.i 

/IB. 2 

Al.3 

-  -5.4 

-  ’7.1 
/28.0 
/ *  *8 
/17.2 

i/ 

/  i.i 
/  i.i 
/  2.1 
/  6.7 
A3. 9 


/55.1 
A3. 8 

-  3.4 

-  8.5 

/52.4 
/59.5 
A3. 7 
1/ 

A2.8 

Ao.3 

A°.o 

A4.V 

/26.0 


/79.3 

A2.1 

-  6.2 

-  7.1 

/60.0 

/68.0 

/43.7 

U 

A2.8 
/  9.1 
/  7.6 

/  2/ 
/27.7 


MEATS : 

Beef :  . 

Round  steak  • 

Rib  roast  . 

.  Chuck  roast 
*Stew  meat 
Liver 

Hamburger  , 

Veal: 

..Cutlets  *  . 

*Roast,  boned  and  rolled” 
Pork: 

Chops 

Bacon,  sliced 
Ham,  sliced 
Ham,  -  whole. 

Salt  pork 
*Liver 
*Sausage 
*Bologan,  big 
Lamb: 

Leg  ’ 

Rib  chops 


lb. 

tt 

n 

tt 

1! 

I! 

t! 


tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

ft 

tt 

It 


40.5 
i  32. S 
28.1 
^  29.5 
=  37.3 
i  27.4 

;  44.5 
35.2 


37.3 

40.9 
50.0 

35.3 
22.2 
21.7 
37.6 
33.2 

39.9 

45.4 


-  .2 

1-  3.6 

;  -  3.4 

!  /  4.9 

-  .3- 

1-  3.5 

|  -  5.5 

i  /  4.i 

-  .4  ■ 

:  -  3.3 

'1-6.3 

Al.5 

-3.0 

!  -  6.9 

!  1/ 

!  1/ 

0 

7  .3 

\  2/ 

-  .4* 

.  -  4.5 

j  i/  !  . 

j  1/ 

-  .7 

j-  3.3 

-18.9 

j  -  1.5 

-1.9 

1  -  .6 

1/ 

j  1/ 

0  • 

i-  .8 

:  -13%  5 

;  /28.2 

0 

-  1.2 

0 

'■  /35.9 

0  • 

3.1 

'  -16*.  1 

1  A°.9 

/  .3  ‘ 

I-  .8 

-  7.3 

i  /34.7 

/1.4 

:-  1.8 

:  -  6.7 

!  /32.9 

-1.4 

■t-  2.3 

i  1/ 

1/ 

-2.3 

-  2.1 

y, 

i  1/ 

-2.1 

j-  3.5 

\  i/ 

|  1/ 

-  .5 

-  .5 

|/  5.3 

!  A3. 5 

-  .7 

/  .2 

-  3.6 

/29.7 

Al.3 
A3. 5 
/24.9 

V. 

2 / 

1/ 

/  4.7 

1/ 

/20.7 
/34.5 
/  7.8 
/28.8 
A4.2 

r 

/44.6 

/23.7 


NOTE:  Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  1943  and  on  56  cities 

from  January  1943  to  date, 

*  Not  included  in  the  index, 

1 /  Priced  for  first  time  in  February  1943* 

2 /  Not  available. 


combined 


Table  7  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont'd) 


'  \\  '  '  \  '. 

Commodity 

■  *•  •  ••'** . >.  . 

» 

i  C 

Percent  Change 

Jan.  16 j 
j  1945 
•  .  Average 
"" '  •  4  Prices 

Dec.  12  Jan.  18 
1944  to  i  1944  to 
Jan.  16  :  Jan.  16 
1945..  J  1945 

Sept.  15  • 

:  1942  to  : 

Jan.  16 
|  1945 

Jan.  14 
1941  to 
Jan.  16 
1945 

'Aug.  15 
] 1939  to 
::Jan.  16 
!  1945  .. 

;  Cents  . 

* 

MEATS:  (Continued) 

z 

t 

J 

Poultry: 

\  i 

7. 

\  £ 

Roasting  chickens  2 / 

lb.  ;  45.5 

/  1.1  1  /  1.5 

i  /  13.8 

/  56.6 

/  60.9 

•  Fish: 

r 

l 

£  £ 

<  * 

Fish  (fresh,  frozen)  2/  n  -  l/ 

-  .5  •  -  7.3 

;  /  27.7 

/  82.2 

/115.0 

Salmon,  pink  16  oz. 

can  23.0 

/  2.2  1  -  .9 

:  /  5.5 

/  46.5 

/  79.7 

^Salmon,  red 

"  140,0 

-  1.0  4  -  4.3 

1.5  .{ 

/  51.5 

;  /  73.2 

■DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

r  : 

£  ,  i 

I 

Butter 

lb.  449.3 

—  .4  i-  -  .  8 

\  -  1.6 

/  31.1 

/  62.2 

Cheese , 

•  n  ! 35.7 

-.8i-  1.1 

•1  /  4.1 

/  32.2 

!  /  44.5 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered)  qt.  Ul5.6 

o  .!"■  o 

!  /  4.0 

/  20.0 

/  30.0 

..  Milk,  fresh  (grocery) 

"  14.5 

0  :  /  .7 

:/  7.4 

/  21.8 

/  31.8 

Milk,  evaporated  14~2  oz. 

can'  )  10. 0 

0  .f  0 

i  i  12.4 

/  40.8 

/  49.3 

EGGS : 

'  p  i 

1 

t  -■ 

i 

Eggs,  fresh  2 / 

doz  4  1 60.2 

-  10,  0  {  /10.1 

/  9.3 

/  74.1 

;  /  ?7.0 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES : 

*  : 

1  - 

:  : 

I 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables: 

i 

1 

Fresh  fruits : 

*6 

£  3 

£ 

Apples 

lb,  ill.l 

/  3.7  f  /2.3 

/  79.0 

/113.5 

j  7  52.3 

Bananas 

n  Uo.4 

-6.3  h-11.1 

/  1.0 

/  57.6 

/  70.5 

Oranges 

doz.  44-.  5 

/  1.8.  /  9.9 

/  13.8  j 

/  63.0 

i  /  41.3 

^Grapefruit 

each  .  S.6  ■ 

—  2  *  3  -  /l6. 2 

-  8.5 

3/ 

1  1/ 

Fresh  vegetables 

r 

i 

Beans,  green 

lb.  23.2 

/13.2  -10.4 

:  /100.0 

/  65.7 

/222.2 

Cabbage 

,T  7.4’  r 

/27.6  /23.3 

:  /-  89.7 

/117.6 

j  /  89.7 

Carrots  bunch  4  8.7-  l 

-  5.4  1-16.3 

/  26.1 

/  45.0 

i  /  89.1 

Lettuce 

head  ^11.8 

-  5.6  -  3.3 

-  5.6 

/  40.5 

/  40. 5 

Onions 

lb.  ;  5.3 

/  6.0  ;  -31.2 

/  17.8 

/  47.2 

s  /  47.2 

Potatoes  15 

lb.  .72,0 

/  6.5  /12.3 

7  49.1 

/146.6 

/109.3 

Spinach 

lb.  11.6 

-  2.5  0 

; /  8.4  i 

/  58.9 

/  48.7 

Swsetpotatoes 

"  8.7-  '• 

/  8.8  1-17.9 

/  35.9 

/  74.0 

•r  /  58.2 

—  ..*Beets  bunch  9.5’ 

-2.1  i-1.0 

u 

(J 

4/ 

Canned  fruits  and  veget 

ables : 

. .  ti<  T 

Z  7. 

Canned  fruits: 

•  ■  : 

:  -  ....  .? 

: 

Peaches  #2-g 

-  can  27.6 

-  .7  !/  2.2 

/  15.0 

/  67.3 

/  61.4 

Pineapple 

"  26.6 

—  « 4  “4.0 

:  —  6.0 

/  27.3 

/  26.7 

Grapefruit  juice  #2 

can  :14.3 

7  r„  7 

•  »  or 

/  15.3 

1/ 

|  3/ 

Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  194^  and  on  56  cities  combined 
from  January  1943  to  date. 

Not  included  in  the  index. 

Composite  price  not  computed. 

Percentage  change  computed  on  the  index. 

Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  1941. 

Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1943. 


NOTE 


u. 

2/ 

y 

u 
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'able  7  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (C'ont!d) 


Percent  Change 


Commodity 


12  :  Jan.  I8f  Sept.  15  1  Jan.  14  ■  Aug.  15 
4-  to  :  1944  tof  1942  to  f  1941  to  f 1939  to 


Jan.  16  :Dec, 

1945  •  ;  1944  s 

Average  '  Jan,  16  Jan.  16  Jan.  16  f  Jan.  16  =  Jan.  16 

Prices  '  1945  1-  1945  I  1945  j  1945  j  1945  .  _ 


FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES:  (ConVd 
Canned  vegetables: 

J  Beans,  green  ■  #2  can 

Corn  ” 

*  "  Peas  *“  '  '  M  :T 

Tomatoes  " 

*Soup,  vegetable  11  oz.can  ■ 

•  Dried  fruits  &  vegetables: 

Dried  'fruits: 


Cents 

) 

•13.1 

•14.7 

■13.3 

12.0 

13.1 


0.0 

0 

A.8 

-  .8 
-1.5 


-6.4 
A.  4 

-6.3 
-1.6 
-  .8 


—  4.4 

Ao.5 

-  8.9 

/  3.4 

1/ 


Prunes 

lb.  1 

17.2 

: 

/l*2 

;  A. 2 

i  i 

A6.2 

Dried  vegetables:- 

i 

6 

• 

Navy  beans 

1b.  i 

11.2 

/  .9 

’  /6.7 

3 

/23.1 

*Soup,  dehydrated, 

: 

r’ 

j 

8 

chicken  noodle 

os.  .. 

3.6 

; 

-2.7 

j  -2.7 

7 

1/ 

BEVERAGES : 

h 

* 

Z 

Coffee 

ib. : 

30.3 

0 

A. 7 

7 

/5.6 

Tea 

% 

lb.  £ 

24.1 

i 

/  .4 

/2.6 

r 

/7.6 

*Gocoa 

1 

2 

lb.  \ 

10.2 

z 

-1.9 

i  /5.2 

0 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

- 

Lard 

lb. 

13.8 

■_ 

0 

;  o 

/8.7 

Shortening  other  than 

lard: 

: 

In  cartons 

lb.  i 

20.1 

.  • 

-  .5 

r  .5 

§ 

/3.1 

In  other  containers 

ti 

24.7 

-  .4 

;-  .4 

A. 2 

Salad  dressing 

Pt.  : 

25.7 

7 

-  .4 

I  /  •  3 

f 

/2.0 

Oleomargarine 

lb.  v 

24.1 

-  .4 

;  /  .4 

: 

/7.6 

•Peanut  butter 

It 

23.4 

f 

/  .4 

z  -1.7 

/2.2 

*0il,  cooking  or  salad 

Pt.  | 

30.1 

3 

-2.0 

-2.0 

? 

2/ 

.  i 

SUGAR  AMD  SWEETS : 

•  i 

- 

■Sugar 

lb.  \ 

6.7 

r 

0 

:  -1.5 

-2.9 

Corn  sirup 

24 

oz. 

15.8 

:• 

0 

i  -  .6 

/4.6 

*M classes 

18 

oz. 

15.5 

-2.5 

:  -2.5 

A-  6 

*Appie  butter 

16 

OZ.  1 

13.2 

-2.2 

0 

1/ 

/31.0 

/37.4 

A  •3 

/42.9 

1/ 


/79.2 

/72.3 

1/ 


/46.4 

/36.9 

A2.1 


/31.0 

/41.3 

-  2.2 

/39.5 

1/ 


j;  /95.5 
}  /93.1 

i.  i/ 


/35.9 

/40.1 

AS- 6 


A2.2  j  /S9.9 


/77.9 

/35.0 

/27.9 

/54.5 

/5S.7 

2/ 


/31.4 

A6.2 

A5.7 

1/ 


!  /71.8 
j  /22.3 

1  ,2/ 

I  /46.1 
I  /58.7 
I  2/ 


/2S.8 

A5. 3 
A4.0 
1/ 


NOTE:  Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  1943  and  oil  56  cities  combined 
from  January  1943  to  date. 

*  Not  included  in  the  index. 

1/  Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1943* 

2 /  Not  available. 
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Table  8 


,,  «-r  . ■  '*  1  • 

Indexes  arid  Peroent  Change  from  January  1941 
and  Other '5pe 0 if  ied  Periods 


.*'•••  v** 

*'  .T  * 

*  -.  *  ■  k* 

•j  *  . . 

Region  and  City 

W 

i  ■>;;  Indexes ,1935  - 

■3/9=100  ‘  - 

•»'  £ 

Percent  C 

hange 

i  Jan.tb^Deo.I^.  Jan.lb.Sept.Ip- Jan.lUrDeo#12:Jan.l8rSept,15=  Jan.14 

!  19^5  f  191A.  j  19/w  f  19U2  f  192+1  i 19/44  t  19244. 1  19/42  j  19/+1 

2/  |  |  5  |  f  to  |  to  |  to  r  to 

t  :  |  !  ::  Jan.  16  ^  Jan,  16:  Jan,  16  4Jan.l6 

j  19u5  j  19/45  j  19U5  f  19U5 

United  States 

j 137.3 

137.4  156.1 

r  ♦ 

j 126.6  =97.8 

i-0.1  i+0.9 

-  T  .  ■  f 

1+8.5 

f+40.4 

New  England: • 

f 

F  .  |  - 

\  \  T 

{  . 

1  F 

i 

\ 

Boston 

032.8 

4 132,7  ' 130.9 

5124.4  95-2 

j  4- 

.1  01.5 

5  46.3 

039.5 

Bridgeport-. 

1 134.2 

134.6  i  135.1 

5-127.1  596.5 

f  - 

.3  : -  .7 

5+5.6 

1+39.1 

,  Fall  Silver  . 

1132.5 

=132.2  : 131.2 

5125.7  597.5 

i  + 

.2  ui.o 

5+5.4 

1+35.9 

„ .  Manchester  * 

i  134.0 

i  133.6  =132.5 

026.8  =96.6 

;  4- 

.3  f+i;i 

l-*5.7 

1+38.7 

New  li^ven  < 

135.1 

1135*3  136.3 

: 126.2  v  95 .7 

F- 

.1  o  .9 

1+7.1 

5+41.2 

?o  rt land , Ma ine 

r  132.il 

U33.1  2 132.3 

025.8  ! 95 .3 

f- 

.5  !  +  .1 

-  +38.9 

Providence 

4 135*6 

4-135.7  .132.0 

2  .  i  ’  *  » 

] 126.3  196.3 

£  ' 

.1  :+2.7  ■* 

:  +7.4 

•-•UUtkV 

0 

. 

00 

•  s’  *  .  *  '  *t 

Midd  le ,  J\t  lant  i  c 

f 

;  « 

£  :  , 

j  *'• 

\ 

i 

'  -  « 

Buffalo,  , 

1135.5 

134.1  : 135.0 

,027.6  100.2.' 

Ol 

..0  i  +  .4 

1*6.2 

1+35.2 

Newark  , 

JlilQ.O 

1140.2  -1/40.7 

028.0  =98.8 

i- 

.1  I-  .5 

1+9.4 

1+41.7 

New  York  -  * 

■*  15-8.7 

1138.7  H38.O 

025.2  3  99.5' 

0  !+  .5 

00.8 

I  +39-4 

Philadelphia  - 

1135.1 

4135.0  135.0 

023.9  ! 95.0 

f  + 

.1  o  .1 

|  -»9#0 

1  +42.2 

Pittsburgh 

*136 .4 

136.1  ! 134.6 

025.9  ^98.0 

.2  1+1.3 

5+8.3 

1+39.2 

Rochester 

!  134.3 

5134.0  131.5 

,125.2  599.9 

=  + 

,2  i 42.1 

07.3 

;  +34.4 

Sc  raht  on  ! 

*  V 

j  137.2 

437.2  5134.7 

5125.6  ■; 97 .5 

0  | +1.9 

[49.2 

5  +40.7 

.  .  v 

East  North  Central 

• : 

I  • ,  !  " 

F  • 

• 

1 

F  •  - 

% 

Chicago 

4 135.3 

5136.3  5132.5 

5124.9  99.2 

1  - 

.9  1+2.1 

1  +8.3 

1  +37.8 

Cincinnati 

1135.5 

5134.7  835.1 

126.9  596.5 

1  + 

•6  +  .3 

■\  46.8 

F  +40.4 

>  Cleveland 

'  << 

=  1/10.8 

=  140.6  .'I/4O.8 

027.3  99.2 

-  + 

.1  l  0 

+10.6 

5  +41.9 

C  0  lumb us  3  Oh-io- 

I 129.5 

029.4  128.1 

11*9.6  593.4. 

|  + 

.1  i+1.1 

\  +8.3 

5  +3.8.7 

Detroit 

IUe.4 

032.7  132.8 

02/i.7  97.0 

F  - 

.2  f-  .3 

1 46.2 

1  +36.5 

Indianapolis-- 

i  134.2 

5133*8  5133.3 

127.1  98.2 

i  + 

.3  1+  .7 

5+5.6 

\  436.7 

Milwaukee 

=135.2 

035.2  030.5 

021.0  =95.9 

.} 

0  :  43,6 

1-11.7 

1  +4-1.0 

Peoria 

1.  , 

il/40,0 

O/4O.5  038.4 

:  130.7  99.0 

f  - 

.4  I  +1.2 

:  47.1 

F  +41.4 

Spring!' ie  Id,  Ill. 

J  lil2  .7 

5142.0-  -15B.7 

130.2  ;  96,*2 

1  +., 

.5  1*2.9 

5+9.6 

| +48.3 

,  •»  r  '■ 

West  North  Central 

£ 

• 

• 

*  » 

:  3  t 

F 

\ 

f 

.  -Cedar  Rapids  i\/ 

i  140.7- 

43979  =137  .’6 

121.2  595.9 

4  + 

.6  i+2.3 

06.1 

::  +46.7 

Kansas  Citv 

5131.6 

031.0  O3O.3 

,120.7  192.4 

£;  + 

.5  1+1.0 

1  +9.0 

f  +42 ,4 

Minneapolis 

H30.7 

030.4  028.3 

023.3  i 99*0 

+ 

.2  1 0.9 

!  +6,0 

I  +32.0 

.  Omaha 

1130.6 

130.0  O3I.I 

123.2  597.9 

i 

.5  ; .  ,4 

i  +6,0 

\  +33-4 

St.  Louis 

=1/40,3 

O39.5  037.9 

026.7  =99.2  • 

j  + 

.6  5  +1.7 

+10. -7 

!  +4i*4 

St.  Paul 

,129.6 

029.1  127.1 

020.8  •  98.6 

/•+ 

,4  :  +2.0 

-  +7.3 

■1  +31.4 

Wichita  4/ 

11/48 ,0 

147.3  ,146,1 

032,0  97.2 

j  + 

.5  1  +1-3 

02,1 

f+52.3 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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Retail  Food  Coots  in  Largo  Cities  if  (Cont*d) 

Table  6  -  Indexes  and  Peroent  Change  from  January  1941 
and  Other  Specified  Periods 


Index© s ,  1935 -39 “100 

-  I  II  1  r  ir  1  -.11  »  •-  -r  -  1  1  J-X  _*  “’’ITT  ^ 


Percent  Change 


Region  and  City; 


I  'janViS  Dec  •  1 £  Jan*  18:  Sept7l>:  •Jan.Hj.  !D©c.l2lJan.l8l  Sept* Ip:  Jan*l 

r\  1945  S  19444  1944-  I  -19142  f  1941  I  19 hh  |  19W+  |  19142  1  19U1 

§  '2/  ::  £  "  ’  f  *  1  to  I  tO  |  to  to 


4 


‘to  |  to  i  to  to 

ijan.  16  !  Jan, l6f Jan. 26  ;  Jan. 16 
j  1945  S  1945  I  19 U5  I  19lt5  . 


South  Atlantic: 
Alanta 
Baltimore 
Charleston's  ,'C, 
Jacks  cnville 
Norfolk  3/ 
Richmond 
.  Savannah 
,  Via.  shing  t  on  ,  D  i  C  * 


i  139.7  t  133.3  i  13,8.0  1 125.9  i  9I+.3 
i 1-5.2  I  Ht3.9  |  Hj2.5  1 131*2  f  97.9 
(1311.3  (  133.O  i  13li.2  1 126.6 
I  lip. 3  {  U46.8  1 11)5.8  1 154.2 

( Hp.o  ’  143.2  1  li)5.1  1 131.9 
i  136.5  =  137.1  I  134.7  !  126.2 
1 150.9  f  150.5  ?  151.1  1 133.3 
1 138.0  1  157.1  (  13-6.4  ;  128.1 


Winston-Salem  M  139.7  I  136.7  I  136.9  I  119.8 

‘  -  ;  *  *  a  ?  ,  £  „ 


i  95.9 
;  3d*  8 
-  95 .8 
i  93*7 
■100*5 

\  37.7 
I  93.7 


East  South  Central* 
Birmingham 


Jackson  ):u 


j  liiA.B  |  142.3  |  11*0.6  !  123.5  *  ^ 


7  V 


£.0 


;  152.9  I  151.3  l  112*9  \  liil.O  |105.3 


Knoxville  hj  \  160»2  :  158#3  \  154.3  !>+•<- 

. -3  .  ;  -  »  X  6  1  «  S  ,  ,  o'  <-) 


t  97.1 

5.5 


:+0.6 
!+  .9 
I-  *  .5 
f-  *3 

9+1.3 
1-  *  .4 

+-  .7 

£+•  .7 


;+*.4 

+1.1 

+1.2 

•  1 


I  +11. 


4j.8*.l 
+4-8.3 
+4-0.0 
4*3.1 
+51.4 
4(5.7 

I  +13.2  \  450*1 
i+1.2  1  +  7.7  |  4|1.2 
:+2.0  §  +16*6  £  +1|9  •  1 


1+1.2 
1+1*9 
!+  .1 

\  +  .3 

I-  .1 

1+1*3 

I-  .1 


0 

!  +1C.Y 
3  +  6*1 

I  +  9.0 

I  +  9*9 

i  +  0.2 


1+1.6  t +34-.0  5+46.8 
\ +7 . 0  |  +  8.4  l  +45.2 
H*8  1+19.4' 

I-  .5  1  +  6.2 


’ Memphis 

147.1  =  145.6 

j  146.0-1 

129.7 

!  94.2  ' 

+1.0 

•  -  +  p 

r  +  .  ij 

z 

‘Mobile  ’  i 

w  . .  v 

143.8 ;  144.6 
#  £  , 

1 135.5  ; 

133.9 

\  97.9 

.6 

1-1.2 

l 

est  Sohth  Central^ 

■  j. 

f  7 

• 

; 

£  .  . 

1  - 

— 

Dal lab  *  j 

133.7  ^  135.4 

184.5  i 

123.7- 

:  92.6 

-  -l-  O 

;  *  ■*  f  4' 

5-  .6 

1 

Houston  *' 

136.8  I  135.9 

? 137.5  ' 

CJ 

. 

O 

m 

1 — 1 

102.6 

5+1  ,4 

I-  .7 

I 

Little  Rock 

137.3  j  137.0 

!  i>a?  1 

129.2 

I  95.6 

1+  .2 

:  +1.9 

£ 

New  Orleans  l 

lpO.6  l  150.3 

:  11)9.9  I 

135.9 

101.9 

1+  .2 

1+  .5 

1 

'.4 


+65.0 
:  +58.1 
I  +56.2 
!  +46,9 


i  +34.4 
|  +33.0 
\  +43*6 


Mountain:  '  1 

Butte*  \  134.8 

De  nve'r  ’  137  *  8 

Salt  Lake  City  f  ilfO.4. 


13*4.3 

137.9 

141.9 


135.3  j  124.6 
1J;6.0  1  126.6 
136*6  "  130.1 


98.7- 
94.  8 
9*7.5 


+  .4 

.  1 

41.1 


-  .4 

+1.5 

+1.5 


+  8*2 
+  8.7 
+  7.9 


+36.6 

+45*4 

+44.-0 


Pacific*: 

Los  Angeles  ‘ 
Port land ,  Ore  g  . 
San  Francisco 
,  Seattle 


!  143 *4 
9 147,0 
1 146.9 

i  l4p  *4 


Uf3.9 

148.1 

149.1 

U 


43*9 


llftT.O  137.9 

31^.5  141.2 

143.6  !  133.5 
142.5  1  137.3 


401.8 

401.7 

}  99.6 

401.0 


-  .3 
,7 

1-1.5 

-  .3 


+1*0 
5+3.2 
f  +2.3 


V  + 


S 

>0 


+  4.0 

+  4.1 

+10.0 

+  4.4 


+4o*9 

+44.5 

+47.5 

+42.0 


;  *  £  4  *  z  *  '  t  *  .  £  £  _ 

1/  Aggregate  costs  of  6l  foods  (54 *f oods  prior  to  March  1943)  ln  ea°h-  city, 

~  weighted  to  represent  total  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lov;er~ 
salaried  workers, ‘have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population ‘weights.  Primary  use  is  for  time -to -time  .comparisons  rather  than 
place -to-p lace  comparisons «  -  •  •  -  - 

2/  Preliminary.  *.,.4  .  •  *  *  * 

3/  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Nev/port  News.  ,  4 

46  June  1940  equals  100* 


Fo  r  re  lease 
March  22 ,  1945 
in  P.M.  papers 
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Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Lashington  23,  B.  C. 


I  n 
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COST  Ci-  LIVING  .MID  RETAIL  COS  To  OF  FOOD  -  FEBRUARY  19 45 


of 


The  ELS  index  indicates  average  changes  in  retail  price; 
selected  goods,  rents  and  services,  bought  by  families  of  wage 
earners  and  lower-sale  rial  workers  in  large  cities.  The  items 
covered  represented  'JO  percent  of  the  expenditures  of  families 
who  had  incomes  ranging  fro:..  .$1250  to  $2000  in  1934-36. 

The  index  does  not 'allow  the  full  wartime  effect  on  the  cost  of 
living  of  such  factors  as  lowered,  quality,  -disappearance  of  low- 
priced  geode  and  forced  changes  -in-  housing  and  eating  away  from 
home* . 


It  does  not  measure  changes  in  total  "living  costs" 


that 


in  the  total  amount  families  spend  for  living.  In c o mo  t axe s 
and  bond  subscriptions  are  not  included. 

For  a  description  of  the  methods  used  in  computing  the  index, 
ask  for  "Description  of  the  Cost  of  Living  Index  of  the  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics."  For  an  appraisal  of  the  factors  enumer¬ 
ated  above,  see  the  report  of  the  President’s  Committee  on  the 
Co  st  of  Living,  November  17,  19-44* 


io.  o  c  d  by 


There  were  only  minor  changes  in  retail  prices  of  most  staples  pure} 
mo d e ra tc - income  city  families  during  the  month  ending  February  Ip,  Secretary  of 
Labor  Frances  Perkins  announced  today.  "The  continued  decline  in  egg  prices. 


normal  for  this  season  of  the  veer. 

o  ■ 


he 


aid,  "was  the  chief  cause  of  a  decrease 


of  0.6  percent  in  average  food  prices  and  0.2  percent  in  prices  of  living 
essentials • 

/Ihc  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  cost  of  living  index  for  February  Ip,  1945, 

is  12o*8  percent  of  the  1935-39  average,  and  2.4  percent  above  the  level  of  one 
year  arco. 


«p. 


Prices  of  the  family  food  budget,  excluding  eggs,  were  comparatively  stable. 
Prices  were  higher  for  onions,  spinach,  potatoes  and  sweet  potatoes,  while  lettuce, 
oranges,  green  beans .and  cabbage  prices  were  lower,  as  new  crop  shipments  reached 
retail  markets  and  ’disaster’  ceilings  were  removed  from  some  crops.  On  the 
average,  fresh  fruit  and  vegetable  prices  declined  slightly.  Eggs,  which  repre¬ 
sent  about  64  percent  of  the  average  family’s  food  costs,  dropped  seasonally 
by  9*7  percent  during  the  month, 

March. 


uad 


are  expected  to  show  a  further  decline  in 


(LS  45-2708) 
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"Clothing  prices  rose  0.2  percent  between  mid-January  and  mid -February 
with  scattered  advances  for  costs  of  many  clothing  articles,  resulting  from  con 
tinued  short  supplies  of  medium  and  lew -priced  merchandise,  Aomen's  percale 
housodrcsscs,  and  rayon  underwear  and  nan's  cotton  socks  and  woolen  suits  showed 
the  largest  cost  increases  over  the*  no r,th« 

"Housjefumishings  prices  rose  slightly  (0.1  percent)  due  to  scattered  in¬ 
creases  in  prices  of  bedroom  furniture,  gas  stoves,  wool  rugs,  and  sheets. 
February  furniture  sales  this  year  were  not  as  widespread  as  usual.  Housc- 
fumishings  indexes  for  February  reflects  in  scare  cities,  in  addition  to  the 
price  movement  of  the  month,  a  downward  adjustment  of  costs  of  some  goods  of 
pre-war  quality,  especially  spring-filled  living  room  furniture •  These  adjust¬ 
ments  were  based  oil  additional  price  information  which  has  become  available  as 
those  goods  have  moved  into  retail  stores  in  greater  volume  than  at  any  other 
time  since  their  reappearance  early  in  19n4* 


"Higher  coal 'prices  caused  an  0.3  percent  rise  over  the  month  in  average 
prices  of  the  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  group.  Retail  coal  and  coke  dealers 
restricted  to  one— toil  d  eliverics  by  order  of  the  Solid  Fuels  Administrator  for 
bar,  in  February  were  permitted  by  0?^  to  raise  their  delivery  prices  29  cents 
a  ton  in  cases  where  this  price  differential  had  not  been  previously  charged. 

"Iliscellancous  goods  and  services  remained  practically  unchanged  (up  0.1 
percent).  Charges  for  haircuts  were  raised  in  two  cities  and  cigarettes  cost 
more  in  two  cities  as  customers  could  no  longer  buy  more  than  one  package  at  a 


tine. 


"Rents  were  not  surveyed  in  February." 


Table  1 


Report  for  February  15,  1945 
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COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 


Indexes 

1935-3?  = 

100.0* 

Date 

5  All  f 
1  items  ; 

Food  \ 

Clothing  ; 

Rent  ; 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

j  House- 
f furnish-  _ 
ings 

Mis-- 

cella- 

neous 

1939:  August  15 
1941:  January  15 
1942:  May  15 

1943:  May  15 

1944:  February  15 
1945:  January  15 
February  15 

1  93.6  1 
1100.8  : 

- 116,0  ; 
t 125.1  • 
•123.3  - 
• 127.1  . 
i  126.3  , 

93.5  • 
97.  s 
121.6  | 
143.0  3 

134. 5  : 
137.3  ? 

136.5  ? 

100,3 
100.7  "? 

126.2  ; 
127.9 

135.2  : 
143.0 

143.3 

104.3  f 
105.0  l 
109.9  1 
103.0  ' 

. 103.1  l 

1/ 

1/  j 

97.5 

100.8 

104.9 

107.6 
110.3 

109.7 
110.0 

100.6 
:  100.1 

1  122.2 
'  125.1 
t  128.7  ? 

?■  143.6 
=143.3 

100.4 

101.9 

110.9 
115.3 
113.7 

123.1 

123.2 

Table  la 

4 

PERC 

ENT  OF  ORA] 

iGS 

Date 

\  All  ; 

1  items  . 

Food  j 

Clothing 

Rent  ■: 

2/  •  : 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

l  house-  j 

1  furnish-  f 
ings  | 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

Jan*  15,  1945  to 
Feb.  15,  1945 

:  -  0.2 

-  0.6 

/  0.2  ’ 

1/  ! 

/  0.3 

1  /  0.1  j 

/  0.1 

Feb.  15,  1944  to 
.Feb,  15,  1945 

:  /  2.4 

/  1.5 

/  6.0  . 

/  0 , 2 

-  0.3 

/n.7  •  ; 

/  3.8 

'May  15,  1943  to 
Feb.  15,  1945 

/  1.4  . 

-  4.5  . 

/12..0  ; 

/  0.3 

/  2.2 

;  /14.9  j 

/  6.9 

May  15,  1942  to 
Feb.  15,  1945 

/  9.3 

/12.3 

/13.5  i 

-  l.V! 

/  4.9 

/17.7  j 

/n.i 

Jan.  15,  1941  to 
Feb.  15,  1945 

/25.S 

/39, 6 

/42.3  i 

/  3,1 

/  9.1 

;  /43.7  : 

/20.9 

Aug.  15,  1939  to 
Feb.  15,  1945 

/28.6 

/46.0 

/42.9 

/  3.8 

/12.3 

/42.9  • 

/22.7 

*  These  indexes 

are  based 

on  changes  in  the 

cost  of 

goods  nurch< 

J  X 

•xsed  by  wage 

earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 
1 /  Rents  not  surveyed  in  January  and  February* 

2/  Changes  through  December  15, 
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COST  OF  LIVING  IN.  LARGE  CITIES 

•  v  v  n  ‘  •  ' 

Percent  of  Change  be  tween.  Jan..  15,  1945  and  Feb.  15,  1945  by  Groups* 


...  Region  and  City 

j  All 
|  items 

l Food  | 

Clothing 

Fuel, 

f electricity j 
4  and  ice  *-  j 

.House-  1  Mis- 
furnish-  cella- 

ings  i  neous 

Average:  Large  Cities 

-  . . . .  »  ■  1  i  . 

j  -0.2  l/i-0.6  2/  ; 

/o.>  2/ 

;  70.3  4/  i 

/0.1  y  j  /0.1 1/ 

New  England: 

*• 

i 

i  i 

-j' 

Boston 

j  -0.2 

.  f -0.5  -  3 

/0,2 

<T\ 

0 

O 

"'k 

•— 0.2  3  0 

Middle  Atlantic:  > 

■ 

r  • 

*.  - 

Buffalo 

f  /0.2 

1/0.6,  • 

/0f4 

/0.2 

-3.2  7/  ;■  0 

New’ York 

'  -0.4 

U1.0 

/o.l 

/0.3- 

/O.l  A  0 

Philadelphia 

i  /0.4 

5/0.6 

/0.4 

/l.l  ; 

/0.9  t  0 

Pittsburgh 

1  -0.1 

•  -0.6 

/0.5 

0 

/2.4 .  ;  0 

East  North  Central:  . 

£ 

i 

-  5 

Chicago 

i  -0.2 

•  —  C.  0 

/o.l 

0  -  -  1 

-2.3  7/  5  0 

Cincinnati 

i  -0.3 

1-0.7  • 

/0.8 

i  0  . 

-3.3  7/  !  0 

Cleveland 

?  -0.2 

1-0.5 

/0.2 

I  /0.2  ; 

/l.l  0 

Detroit 

/o .  1 

1-0.5  '  r\ 

/O.l 

/0.4 

/5.4  0 

West  North  Central: 

: 

\ 

;  f 

A  Kansas  City  *  ■ 

1  -0.1 

i  — 0.*  S  •• 

/0,6  . 

.0 

0  /0 . 4 

Minneapolis 

0 

;-o.s 

/1.4 

:  0  1 

/1.9  ; ;  0 

St.  Louis 

• 

O 

1 

•  ••  i  *  •  •  • 

%/i -0.6  : 

0 

/0.1 

-1.3  2/  0 

South  Atlantic:  *  '  - 

’U  '  * 

Baltimore 

I  /0.2 

•  0 

/O.l 

/0.4 

0  ■  >  /0.4 

Savannah 

/0.2  6/-/0.1  6/ 

/0.2 

;  0 

/0.6  r  j  /0.5 

Washington,  D.  C,  • 

i  -Q.l 

?-Q.4  • 

0  . 

/p.6  : 

/0.3  ;  /0.1 

East  South  Central: 

► 

- 

Birmingham 

i 

o 

. 

O' 

i-1.5 

/0.2 

/o.l 

-0.6  7/  r  -o.l 

West  South  Central:  •• 

.  . 

*  .  ,v* 

- 

Hous  ton 

]  -0.2 

1 

0 

• 

0 

0 

-1  0 

-0.1  7/  =  0 

Mountain : 

7 

i 

*  Denver •  - 

1 

o 

. 

ro 

• 

0 

1 

/Q.4 

f .  —  0 

-  ^ 

/0.4  0 

Pacific: 

l 

5 

•  ; 

1 

Los  Angeles 

-0.4 

;-i.i 

/O.l 

0 

/2.6,  :  0 

-  San  Francisco  . 

:  -0.6 

-1.1 

0  ; 

:  0 

-6.5  7/4  0 

Seattle'  ••  -  -  • 

-  -0.3 

;-o.a 

/6.4 

/0.1 

-0.57/;  0 

4 


*  Those  percent  changes  are  based  on  indexes  of  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by 
wage  earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 

1/  Rents  not  surveyed  in  February.  : 

2 /  Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on . Tuesday  nearest  15th  of  the  litonth. 

1/  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 

u  Based  on  data  for  34  cities. 

Indexes  for  Jan.  15,  1945  revised:  All  items  125.5;  Food  140,0. 

6/  Indexes  for  Jan.  15.  1945  revised:  All  items  134.8;  Food  150,0. 

v  Revised,  due  to  downward  adjustment  for  some  house furnishings  of  pre-war  quality, 
based  on  additional  information  obtained  after  reappearance  of  these  goods  in 
retail  markets  in  1944. 


Table  3 


-  5  ~  Report  for  February  IS,  19U5 

v*- 

'  COS T  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGS  ..CITIES  ■  -  -  ■ 

*  ...  *  •  ‘  ' 

Percent  Changes  Since  August  1939*  January  191+1  and  Othor  Specified  Dates* 


Fob.  15,  192ji*;Aug.  15,  1939; Jan.  1,  190 
Region  and  -City  to  :  to  :  .to' 

.  ;  •'  Fab.  15,  19l+5:'Fob.  15,  i&g’Fok.  15.1S45 


Average:  Large  Cities  +2,2| 


+28,6 


«  !■ 


New  England : 

w 

Boston 


Middle  Atlantic; 
Buff  a  1.0 
New  York  ~ 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh  • 


East  North  Central: 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Detroit 

V  .  -< 

West  North  Central: 
Kansas  City 
Minneapolis 
St#  Louis 

South  Atlantic : 


+24 


+2.1 

+2.6 

+2.8 

+3*2 


+2.7 

+2.6 

+lJi 

+2.5 


+2.5 

+1.7 

+2.3 


+27.0 


+29.5 

+26.7 

+29.2 

+30.1 


+27.3 

+30.1 

+29*6 

+29.1}- 


+26,6 

+23.6 

+27.5 


+23.9 


’  Baltimore 

•+3.5  ! 

+31.6 

• 

1 

t 

+29.0 

+  9.9 

+ 

1.3 

Savannah 

+2.2  : 

+36.1 

a 

+33.2, 

+11.7 

+ 

2.4 

Washington,  D.  C. 

+2.5  : 

■ 

.  +87.0 

t 

* 

+26.1 

+  9.9 

+ 

1.9 

Ea’st  South  Central: 

# 

t 

t 

• 

Birmingham 

+2.7  : 

*  1 

«  « 

.  +32.5 

> 

f  'i 

+28  .a 

+  9.9 

+ 

3.7 

West  South  Central: 
Houston  :  ^ 

* 

< 

1 

+i»5  ; 

■  i  *  4 

,+23.9 

* 

* 

1 

♦ 

..  ” 

< 

+22.1* 

+'  7.4) 

+ 

o.3 

•  ..  •' 

Mountain: 

Denver 

9 

t 

+2.7  .; 

1 

*  '■  •  « 

+27.7 

% 

* 

t  -  * 

+25.9 

+  8.9 

4* 

1.2 

Pacific :  . 

Lbs  Angeles 

. 

•  '  -  : 

+2.2 

1 

.V 

+28.0 

* 

f 

4 

4 

% 

1 

« 

...  +25.5  • 

•  •  •  +  8.9 

+ 

2.2 

San  Francisco 

....  t.3.3  -  j 

■ . +32.1 

i 

i 

+28.9 

+11.6 

4- 

2.4 

Seattle 

+2.3 

< 

« 

+30.2 

1 

! 

+27.9  . 

.+  7.8 

4* 

0.8 

May.  15*  19l|2 

"  to 

Fob.  15,19U5 


+25.8  j  +  9.5 

+  i.U 

+  2I1..I4.  j  +  8.7:  a 

4  4 

+  0.8 

j. 

+25.2  j  +  5.9 

-  0.9 

+26.1  ;  +12.4 

+  2.6 

+27.1*  ’  +10.2 

+  1.3 

+26.5  :  +10.5 

+  2.5 

+2l*.l  i  +  7.8 

+  0.9 

+27.1  :  +  9.2 

+  2.3 

+27.1  :  +  9.1 

+  1.2 

+26.2  ;  +  7.3 

i  * 

+  0.2 

+27.0  :  +  9.6 

+  2.0 

+21.0  :  +  6.3 

+  1.1 

+  8.2 


May  ■  1 5, 1943 

to 

Fab.  15,  19U5 


+  0.9 


*  Those  percents  of  change,  arc  based  on  indexes  of '  the  c 
wage  earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 


t  of  goods  purchased  by 


Table  4 


/ 

o 


.Report  for  February  1 5,  1945 
COST  OF  LIVING  IN  IARGE  Cl  TEES 
Indexes,  1935*39  =  100*0* 


Region  and  city 

All 

items 

Food 

Clothing 

Fuel, 

electricity 
and  ice 

House 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Mis¬ 

cella¬ 

neous 

Average:  Large  Cities 

1.26.8  1^ 

136.5  2/ 

143.3  3/ 

110.0  6/ 

143.6  3/ 

123.2  3/ 

New  England : 

Boston 

123.3 

132.1 

140.1 

120.6 

139.2 

117.4 

Middle  .utlantic  : 
Buffalo 

127.6 

136.3 

l40.8 

107.1 

138.3  5/ 

125.7 

New  York 

127.4 

137.3 

148.8 

114.3 

136.5  ' 

125.7 

Philadelphia 

126.4 

135.9 

144.6 

110.5 

142.6 

120.5 

Pittsburgh 

128.0 

135.6 

165.9 

112.0 

142.9 

119.6 

East  North  Central: 
Chicago 

125.6 

134.5 

137.3 

105.2 

138.6  5/ 

121.6 

Cincinnati 

126.6 

134.6 

164*9 

106.2 

141.0  5/ 

125.0 

Cleveland 

129.6 

140.1 

164.2 

112.4 

143.5 

122.3 

Detroit 

127.5 

131.7 

16.1.1 

112.8 

154.3 

129.4 

West  North  Central: 

Kansas  City 

125.0 

130.6 

143.4 

110.2 

130.1 

125.9 

Minneapolis 

123.2 

129.7 

140.0 

102.6 

138.3 

122.4 

St.  Louis 

125.1 

139.1 

139.6 

107.3 

124.6  5/ 

119.3 

South  Atlantic : 
Baltimore 

129.9 

145.2 

147.5 

109.1 

148.4 

122.0 

Savannah 

135.1 

150.9 

l43 .6 

111.9 

146.8 

129.9 

W a s  hington,  D ,  C, 

126.0 

137.4 

150.1 

109.5 

140.2 

126.8 

East  South  Central: 

Birmingham 

130.5 

l4o  .6 

141.2  ’ 

104.8 

139.9  5/ 

125.0 

West' South  Central: 

Houston 

124.6 

135.4 

138.7 

91.1 

138.2  5/ 

123.2 

Mountain: 

Denver 

125.9 

136.9 

135.4 

104-2 

152.5 

122.1 

Pacific:  j 

Los  Angelos 

128.6 

l4l.8 

140.3 

92.5 

143.1 

125.3 

San  Francisco 

131.2 

145.3 

l4l.8 

92.6 

129.8  5/ 

131.3 

Seattle 

lpO.6 

142.2 

142.3 

103.8 

140.3  5/ 

131.2 

*  These  indexes  arc  based  on  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by  wage 
earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  largo  cities. 

1/  Rents  not  surveyed  in  February. 

'dj  Based  on  prices  for  56  cities  collected  on  Rios  day  nearest  the  15th  of  month. 

3/  Based  on  data  for  21  cities. 

Based  on  data  for  34  cities. 

Revised,  due  to  downmuri adjustment  for  some  housefurnishings  of  pre-war  quality 

based  on  additional  information  obtained  after  the  reappearance  of  these  goods 
retail  markets  m  1 94l(..  L 1  b 


t. 

y 

5/ 


H*'* 


7 


Table  5.  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities  Combined  l/ 


Indexes, 

1935-39  = 

100 

Commodity  Group 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1941 

1939 

|  V 

Feb.  13  3 

5/  Jan.  16 

Feb.  15 

M°y  18 

Jan.  14 

Aug.  15 

All  Foods 

4 

i 

136.5 

137.3 

134.5 

143.0 

87.8 

93.5 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

t 

1 

108.7  : 

108.7 

108.1 

107.6 

94.9 

93.4 

Meats 

130.7  i 

130.2 

130.5 

138.3 

101.1 

95.7 

Beef  and  veal 

; 

118.4 

118.4 

119.3 

131.2 

109.4 

99.6 

Pork 

r 

* 

112.5 

112.5 

112.5 

125.5 

86.1 

.88.0 

Lamb 

4 

135.5 

135.5 

133.9 

141.6 

98.7 

98.8 

Chickens 

i 

/ 

152.9 

152.2 

149.9 

147.6 

97.2 

94.6 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

> 

215,2  : 

210.1 

217.1 

200.5 

118.7 

99.6 

Dairy  Products 

* 

133.5  j 

133.5 

133.5 

136.9 

105.1 

93.1 

Egg  s 

« 

153.1 

169.6 

142.5  * 

142.1 

97.4 

90.7 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

t 

.  i 

168.9  ; 

168.9 

163.0 

190.8 

93.3 

92.4 

Fr  e  sh 

r 

177.8  ; 

177.9  3/ 

170.7 

205.8 

93.4 

92.8 

Canned 

129.8  ; 

129.7 

129.8 

131.1 

91.4 

91.6 

Dried 

167.0 

166.9 

163.1 

158.0 

99.6 

90.3 

Beverage s 

• 

t 

124.5 

12  a.  4 

124.3 

124.5 

90.9 

94. 9 

Fats  and  oils 

123.5 

123.4 

123.8  ' 

126.3 

80.3 

84.5 

Sugar  and  sweets 

1 

f 

t 

126.3  ; 

126.3  3/ 

126.6 

127.6 

95.3 

95.6 

1/  The  number  of  cities  included  in  the 

index  was 

changed  from  51  to  56  in  1 

/Larch 

1943,  with  the  necessary  adjustments 

for  maintaining  comparability.  At  the 

same  time  the  number  of 

food 

s  in  the 

index  was 

increased 

from  54 

to  61. 

2 /  Preliminary. 
3 /  Revised. 


Table  5- A.  Percent  Change 


Commodity  Croup 

LJan.  16 
; 1945  to 
; Feb.  13 
\  1945 

Feb.  15 
1944  to 
Feb.  15 
1945 

May  18 
1943  to 
Feb.  13 
1945 

Jan.  14 
1941  to 
Feb.  13 
1945 

Aug.  15 
1939  to 
Feb.  13 
1945 

All  Foods 

. :  -  0.6 

/  1.6 

-  4.5 

/39.6 

/45.0 

Cereals  and  bakery  products 

;  0 

/  0.6 

/  1.0 

/14.5 

/16.4 

Meat  s 

:  /  0.4 

/  0.2 

-  5.5 

/29.3 

/3  6.6 

Beef  and  veal 

:  o 

-  0.8 

-  9.8 

/  8.2 

/16.9 

Pork 

:  o 

0 

-10.4 

/30.  7 

/27.8 

Lamb 

0 

/  1.2 

-  4.3 

/o7.3 

/37.1 

CM-'  eke  ns 

;  /  o.5. 

/  2.0 

/  3.6 

/57.3 

/61.6 

Fish,  fresh  and  canned 

;  /  2.4 

-  0.9 

/  7.3 

/81.3 

/ll6.1 

Dairy  Products 

:  o 

0 

-  2.5 

/27.0 

/43.4 

:  -  9.7 

/  7.4 

/  7.7 

/57.2 

/68.8 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

:  o 

/  3.6 

-11.5 

/81.0 

/82.8 

Fresh 

:  -  o.i 

/  4.2 

-13.6 

/90.4 

/91.6 

Ca  nne  d 

i  /  0.1 

0 

-  1.0 

/42.0 

/41.7 

D-xed 

1  /  0.1 

/  2.4 

/  5.7 

/67.7 

/84.9 

Bev.  .’age  s 

;  /  o.i 

/  0.2 

0 

/37.0 

/si.  2 

Fats  Sind  oils 

!  /  0.1 

—  0.2 

-  2.2 

/53.8 

/46.2 

Sugar  and  sweets 

i  o  { 

:  i 

-  0.2 

-  1.0 

/32*5 

/32.1 

-  8  - 


Table:  6  -  Retail  Food  Costs  in  Large  Cities 
;/  by  Groups  of  Foods 


*  •  f 

■  Percent  C! 

la nge  - 

Jan.  16,  1945  to  Feb.  13 

x_1945 

Region  . 

and  • 

Ci-tv  •  - 

j  i 

All 

Foods  ■ 

Cereals 

and 

.  Bakery 

Meats 

Dairy 

Products 

Egg3 

Fruits 
and 
Vsg. ... 

Bev¬ 

erages 

Fats 

’and 

Oils 

Sugar 

and 

Sweets 

; '  United  States  • 

i 

-0.6 

0.0 

/0.4 

0.0 

-  9.7 

0.0 

/o.l 

/O.l 

0.0 

'  Now  England: 
Boston 

-0.5 

0 

/0.2 

'0 

-  8.6 

-0.1 

0 

/ 

/O.l 

/O.l 

Bridgeport  > 

-0.5  • 

/O.l 

/0.5 

.0 

-  6.6 

-0.6 

/O.l 

-0*3. 

•  0 

■  Fall  Rivor 

-0.5 

;■  0 

/0.7 

■0 

-  5.7 

-0.9 

0 

.0  : 

—0*4 

Manchester  * 

-0.4 

•  r  0 

/0.2 

-0.2 

-  6.2 

/0.2 

0 

0 

-0.5 

New 'Haven  • 

-0.3 

-0.1 

/0.7 

'0 

-  9.2 

/0.3 

0 

-0.2 

-0.2 

Portland ,  Me . 

/0.1 

0 

/0.4 

-0.1 

^ 

/1.8 

0 

-0.2 

0 

Providence  - 

-0.8 

/o.l 

/0.2 

0 

-  9.3 

-1 .  o 

0 

-0.4 

/o.l 

■  Middle  Atlantic 
Buffalo 

► 

/0. 6  , 

;  /O.l 

/O.l 

0 

-  7.7 

/4.3 

/3.9 

0 

-0.4 

Newark 

-1.2  ,\  0 

-0.1 

0 

-10.5 

-1.8 

/0.4 

+  0  .3 

-0.1 

New  York 

-1.0 

/o.l 

/O.l 

/O.l 

-  9.5 

-1.5 

-0.1 

0 

-0.7 

Philadelphia 

/0.6 

.  0 

/0.9 

~  0 

-10,3 

/5.0 

-0.2 

0 

/o.3 

Pittsburgh 

-0.6 

.  0 

/0.2 

0 

-  8.5 

-0.1 

-0.2 

/o.l 

-0.3 

Rochester 

-0.2 

/0.2 

0 

/o.l 

-  8.6 

/2.0 

/O.l 

-0.1 

-0.1 

Scranton 

-0.2 

/0.5 

r 

/0.4 

/O.l 

-  7.2 

/0.6- 

0 

/l.l 

0 

East  North  Central: 
Chicago  -0.6 

r 

» 

.  /o.l 

/0.6 

0 

-  9,3 

-0.5 

0 

0 

-O.l 

■  •  -  -  Cincinnati 

-0.7 

0 

/0.4 

0 

-11.1 

-0.1 

0 

0 

0 

Cleveland 

-0.5 

0 

/0.6 

/o.l 

-  9.1 

-0.1 

/0.2, 

/0.4 

-0.1 

Columbus, Ohio 

-0.5 

:  0 

0 

o' 

-  8.5 

/l. 2 

-0.1 

0 

-0.2 

Detroit 

-0*5 

/O.l 

/o.l 

0 

-  9.1 

-0.2 

/O.l 

/0.3 

/0.5 

Indianapolis 

-1.0 

i  o 

/0,2 

0 

-  9.5 

-1.4 

0 

-0.2 

0 

Milwaukee 

-1.0 

0 

/0.4 

-0.1 

-  8.2 

-2.6., 

/0.2 

-0.2 

-0. 8 

Peoria 

/O.l 

:  -0.1 

/0.5 

-0.1 

-  9.6 

/1.9 

-0.2 

-0.3 

/0.6 

Springfield  ^01,-0. 6 

/O.l 

/0.2 

0 

-15.0 

/0.3 

0 

-0.1 

/0.9 

West  North  Central: 
Cedar  -Rapids  -.0.9: 

:  .o' 

/O.l 

-0.2 

-10.0 

-0.5 

/0.7 

-0.5 

/i.i 

Kansas  City 

-0.8 

:  o 

/0.9 

0 

-10.6 

-0.2 

0 

/O.l 

-0.2 

Minneapolis 

rO.  8 

/O.l 

-0.1 

/o.l 

-  9.0 

-0.4 

0 

-0.1 

/0.2 

Omaha 

-0.7 

0 

/0.2 

-0.1 

-  8.9 

-0.1 

0 

/0.2 

0 

0 

St.  Louis 

-0.6 

-0.1 

/0.2 

•n 

y 

-12.3 

/0.3 

..  0 

0 

St.  Paul 

-0.6 

iO.l  : 

-0.1 

/O.l 

0 

-  8.3 

/0.3 

0 

/O.l 

0 

Wichita 

-0.5 

-0.2 

•  i 

f 

/o.l 

-  9.2 

/0.9 

-0.6 

-0,4 

-0.2 

-  9  - 


Table*.  6.  -  m^Hlood.  Coats  in.. Large.' Cities 
by  Groups  of  Foods  (Cont’d) 


Parcent  Change - 


Region  : 

and  \  All 

City  • Foods 

Cereals 

and 

Bakery 

.  «> 

; Meats 

South  Atlantic: 

Atlanta 

-1.4 

-0.2 

i/o.l 

Baltimore  •  • 

0 

/O.I 

:/l.O 

Charleston^  .C 

.-0.3 

■/0.2 

;  /0. 5 

Jacksonville 

-1.0 

•  0 

*  -0.1 

Norfolk 

-0.7 

■  0 

;  -0.1 

Richmond 

-1.1 

■/O.I 

<  /0.6 

Savannah 

/O.I 

/O'.  2 

;/i.o 

Washington  ,D.G, 

*-0.4 

-0.1 

:/2.0 

Winston-Salem 

-1.1 

■  -0. 1 

1/0.5 

East*  South  Central : 

Birmingham 

-1.5 

•  0 

;  -0.4 

Jackson 

-1.8 

-0.2 

!  -0.3 

Knoxville 

-1.2 

-  -0.2 

;  /0.6 

Louisville 

-1.4 

'  '  o 

:/0.1 

Memphis 

-1.2 

/0.4 

:/0.9 

Mobile 

0 

0 

:  0 

West- South  Central: 


Balias 

-0.6 

72.3 

Houston 

-0.8* 

.  0 

Little  Rock. 

—0, 6 

•  0 

New  Orleans  . 

-0.4 

ca 

'  • 

o 

Mountain : 

Butte 

-1.2 

:  -0.3 

Denver 

-0.7 

:  /O.I 

Salt  Lake  City-0.5 

:  /O.I 

Pacific : 

Los  Angelos - 

-1.1 

> 

/O.I 

Portland,  Grog 

.-0.4 

■  -0.4 

San  Francisco 

-1.1 

'-o.i 

Soattlo 

-o.s 

:  -  0 

'  0 

/0.2 

/0.1 

/0.9 


0 

/o.i 

/o.i 


0  * 
/0.4 

-  O’ 

*  0 


/O.I 

-0.2 

-0.2 

*  0 

/o.i 

0 

/o.i 

-0.3 

/0.3 


-0.1 

/O.I 

0 

0 

/O.I 

-0.1 


0 

•  0 

/O.I 

0 


•  0 

/0.2 

0 


-0.1 

-0.2 

-0.2 

-0.1 


i  Eggs 

t  j'  ‘ 

j’ruits 
and 
Vog.  „ 

Bov- 

0r&£t‘3S 

Fats 
■  and . 
Oils : 

Sugar 

and 

Sweet 

;  -n.2 

-2.6 

0.0 

s 

0.0' 

0.0 

:  -io.2 
:  -  8.5 

/1.4 

/0.2 

-0.1 

0 

/o.i. 

/o.i' 

-0.1 

0 

:  -11.4 

—0.2 

. 

o 

1 

/0.1: 

/0.9 

-•  8.0 

-0.8 

0 

/0.2 

0 

i  -10.3 

-1.5 

-0.1 

/0.3 

0 

:  -10.5 

/1.7 

-0.2 

/0.2 

/0.6 

:  -3  0.1 

-1.3 

/O.I 

-0.1 

0 

:  -15.8 
• 

-0.5 

/O.I 

/0.2 

/0.3 

• 

• 

;  -10.3 

-1.2 

0 

/O.I 

-0.1 

:  -18.9 

-2.3 

/0.4 

/O.I 

0 

;  -12.1 

-1.4 

0 

-0.1 

0 

•  -10.3 

-2.6 

0 

-0.1 

-0.3 

:  -10.7 

-2.3 

0 

/1.2 

/0.2 

;  -  6.8 

i 

/2.4 

-0.1 

0 

0 

:  -11.2 

-1.3 

0 

-0.2 

/O.I 

:  -12.5 

0 

/0.4 

-0.1 

/O.I 

i  -  7.8 

-0.5 

-0.2 

-0.4 

0 

•  -  8.7 

* 

-1.0 

/0.2 

-0.1 

/o.  1 

l 

-17.2 

/o.  1 

0 

. 

C 

t 

0 

:  -  4.3 

-1.5 

-0.2 

0 

/o.  1 

:  -  8.6 

/0.5 

0 

/0.3 

0 

-10.8 

r0.8 

/O.I 

/O.I 

/O.I 

;  -  s.7 

/0.8 

0 

/0.3 

0 

i  -  9.C 

-0.7 

/0.4 

-0.1 

/o.i 

:  -  8.8 
* 

i 

) 

.  0 

/0.2 

-0.2 

-0.4 

10 


Table  7  -  Average  Retail  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined 


Percent  Change 


Feu.  13 

Jan.  16 

Feb.  15 

May  16 

Jan.  14 

Aug.  15 

Commodity 

1945 

191+5  to 

191+6-  to 

1963  to 

191+1  to 

1939  to 

Average 

Feb.  13 

Feb.  13 

Feb.  13 

Feb.  13 

Feb.  13 

Prices 

191+5 

1945 

196-5 

19+5 

Cent  s* 

CEREALS  Aim  BAKERY  PRODUCTS: 

Cereals: 

Flour,  wheat  10 

lb. 

.'1,  O 

O/.  j.  •  C— 

0 

-  1J4. 

+  ’  f;.6 

+  55.1 

+79.3 

Macaroni 

lb. 

1*5.7 

0 

+  1.3 

+  2.6 

+13'.  8 

+  12.1 

*Whe at  cereal  28 

os. 

23.1 

-0.1+ 

-  0.9 

-  2.5 

-  1.7 

-  1+.5 

Corn  flakes  8 

cz. 

oo 

0 

0 

-  b.h 

■  -  8.5 

-  7.1 

Corn  meal 

lb. 

6.;+ 

0 

+  8.5 

+1I+.3 

+  52.1+ 

+60.0 

*Rice 

n 

12.8 

0 

0 

+  0,6 

+62.P 

+70.7 

Rolled  oats 

u 

10.2 

r\ 

+  17.2 

+17.2 

■  +1+3.7 

+1+3.7 

*Flour,  pancake  20 

os . 

12.3 

0 

+  3.1+ 

+  16.0 

y 

+/ 

Bakery  products: 

+  12.8 

+  12.8 

Bread,  white 

lb. 

c  p 

Q  •  ’•  j 

0 

0 

-  1.1 

Bread,  whole  wheat 

if 

9.6 

0 

-  1  •  C 

~  2.0 

+  10.3 

+  9.1 

Bread,  rye 

it 

9.9 

'  0 

-  1.0 

0 

+  10,0 

+  7.6  - 

Vani 11a  cook ie s 

it 

28.8 

0 

-  0.3 

-  1.0 

■  +11+.7 

2/ 

Soda  crackers 

ii 

13.9 

0 

+  0.5 

+  6.2 

+26.0 

+27.7 

MSA  IS  : 

Beef : 

Round  steak 

lb. 

1+0  •  5 

0 

-f  / 

- 

-13.5 

+  1+.9 

+11.3 

Rib  roast 

it 

32.6 

0 

-  3.2 

-13.0 

.1.  j  .  *1 
•  4  #1 

+15.5 

Chuck  roast 

it 

28.0 

-0.6 

-  1+.1+ 

-11.9 

+11.1 

+?j+,l+ 

*3  tew  meat 

ii 

29.9 

-0.7 

-  ‘6.0 

-H+.6 

y. 

1/ 

Liver 

ii 

J  \  •  s 

0 

-  ‘0.5 

-  0.5 

2/ 

t7 

±/ 

Hamburger 

ii 

27.5 

+0.1+ 

—  J  . 

1  1 ,  A 

1/ 

Veal : 

Cutlets 

it 

hk.  2 

-0.7 

„  +  G 

J  •  s 

-13.8 

_  O  O 

+  l+.o 
i/ 

* Roast,  boned  and  roll 

ed” 

35*3 

-0.6 

-  0.8 

~  6.1+ 

y 

Fork : 

V 

Chops 

ti 

57.2 

-0.3 

-  0.5 

••l  1 . 2 

+27.8 

+20.1+ 

Bacon,  sliced  r 

ti 

1+1.0 

+0.2 

~  0.5 

-10.3 

+36.2 

+3+.9 

Ham,  sliced 

it 

1+9.9 

-0.2 

-  3.1 

-15.9 

+10.6 

+  7.5 

Ham,,  whole 

ti 

’  35.2 

-0.3 

-  0.8 

-11.6 

+36-.4 

+28.3 

Salt  nork  . 

it 

,  22.3 

+0.5 

-  0.9 

-  9.7 

+33*5 

+61+ .8 

"■Live  r 

ii 

'  22.0 

-0.5 

-  0.9 

/  0 

“•  0  •  u 

;  4 

1/ 

^Sausage 
* Bologna 

n 

ti 

38.3 
:  33.9 

+0.3 
+0 .9 

-  0.5 

-  1.7 

0 

+  0.3 

1/ 

1/ 

1/ 

+/ 

Lamb : 

r 

Leg 

ii 

'  39.8 

-0.3 

-  0.7 

- 14.8 

:  +43*2 

+1+1+ .2 

Rib  chops 

1! 

:  1+5.2 

'  -0.1' 

:  -  0.2 

-  7.0 

+29.1 

+2B.2 

NOTE:  „  Data  are  based  on  $1  cities  combined  prior  to 
from  January  191+3  to  date. 

and  on 

56  cities 

combined 

* 

y 


Not  included  in  the  index. 

Priced  for  first  time  in  February  191+3 
Not  available. 


It bio  7  ~  Average  Retell  Prices  of  Foods  in  Large  Cities  Combined  (Cont'd) 


Percent  Change 


•’ob.  13 

i  Jan.  16 

Feb.  15 

May  18 

Jan,  l4 

Aug.  15 

Commodity 

191+5 

:  1945  'to 

:  191+1+  to 

1943  to 

1941  to 

1939  to 

Average 

,  Feb.  13 

|  Feb.  13 

Fo  b .  13 

Fc-b.  13 

Feb.  13 

Prices 

:  191+5 

:  191+5 

191+5 

191+5 

191+5 

• 

Cents 

• 

t 

( 

MBA IS :  ( Continu c  d ) 

4 

5 

r 

Poultry: 

2 / ;  it.  j 

f 

/ 

+  3*6 

+  57.3 

+  6l.6 

Roasting  chickens 

45  •  6 

*  +  0.5 

:  +  2.0. 

•  Fish: 

• 

p 

4 

Fish  (fresh,  frozen-) 2/  "  : 

1/ 

;  +  2.-8 

:  -  1.0 

+  8.2 

+  87.3 

+121.1 

Salmon,  oink  16 

0  z V  can  • 

23.5 

;  +  2v2 

:  -  2.1 

-  2.1 

+  49.7 

+  83.6 

^Salmon,  red 

ti 

J+o.5 

:  +  0.5 

■  - 1+.9 

4 

-  2.2 

.  •*  53-4 

+  75.3 

DAIRY  .PRODUCTS  :  .  .  : 

4 

$ 

* 

+  62*5 

Butter 

lb.  : 

1+9.9 

:  +  0.2 

!*-  0.6 

-10.3 

+  31.3 

Cheese 

it  •; 

35.5 

-  0.6 

■i  -  .1.1 

-  7.6 

+  31.5 

+  1+3.7 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered)  at. 

15.6 

0 

•:*  '  0 

0 

;+  20.0 

+  30.0 

Milk,  fresh  (grocer 

y)  " 

ll+.S 

.0 

:  +  0.7- 

+'  0.7  ■' 

.  +  21.8 

+  31.8 

Milk,  evaporated  lip; 

0  z.  can 

10.0 

•  0 

0 

t 

* 

-  1.0 

+  40 . 8 

+  1+9.3 

EGGS:- 

•> 

* 

9 

e 

+  68.8 

Eggs,  fresh  2/ . 

do  z 

* 

5 b.b 

:  -  OV7 

•  -  * 

t  7.1+ 

#» 

+  7.7 

+  57.2 

♦  '• 

FRUITS  AND  VEOe TABLES 

• 

• 

I* 

/ 

•Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables 

0 

* 

Fresh  fruits :  .. 

t 

•  ' 

l  i  • 

+118.4 

+15)+.  5 

Apples 

lb. 

11.2 

:  +  0,9 

r  0 

-13.2 

*’  Bananas  « 

u 

10.3 

;  -  1.0 

:  -10.4 

-12.0 

+  '56.1 

+  68.9 

Oranges  * 

de.z  • 

1+2.9 

:  - 1.2 

;  +16.8 

+  4.0 

+  60  •  8 

4  39.4 

• *G rape fruit 

ca. 

0.8  . 

*0 

:  +27.5  ’ 

+  12.8 

A 

3/ 

Fresh  vegetables : 

« 

0 

+  46.4 

+184*7 

.  Beans,  green 

..  ib, 

30.5. 

::  -11.6 

:  -12.4 

+  17.8 

Cabbage 

n 

'  6.4 

:  -13.5 

:  +10.3  . 

-44*3 

+  88.2 

+  64,1 

Carrots 

bunc  h 

8.7 

*0 

'  -  3.3 

+  6.1 

+  45.0 

+  89.1 

Lettuce 

head 

10.6 

-10.2 

*  -6.2 

-35.8 

+  26.2 

+  26.2 

Onions 

lb. 

5.9 

:■  +11.3 

:  -27.2 

-21.1+ 

+  63.9 

+  63.9 

.  Potatoes 

15  lb. 

75.3 

:  +  4.6 

;  +15.7 

-18.6 

+157  .'9 

+118. 9 

Soinach 

lb. 

12.7 

'  +  9.5 

:  +21.0 

+  9.5 

1 71+.0 

+  62.8 

Si/vectpotatocs 

SI 

9.0 

:  +  2.3 

■  -16.7 

-1+9.7 

+  80.0 

+  63.6 

* Beets 

bunch 

9.3 

:  -  4.1 

i  +  3.3  . 

-19.8 

4/ 

y 

Canned  fruits  and  vegetables 

• 

» 

. 

Canned  fruits : 

+  62.0 

Peaches 

7r2-J-  can 

27.7 

:  +  0.4  ' 

;  +1.8 

+  4.5 

+  67.9 

Pineapple 

it 

26,4 

;  -  0.8 

'  ~  4*3 

-  8.0 

+  26.3 

+  25.7 

Grapefruit  juice  #2  can 

ih.b 

:  +  0.7 

:  0 

+'  2.9 

1/  - 

3/ 

FOIE:  Data  are  based 

on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  19-43  on 

56  cities* 

combined 

* 

i 


from  Janus  ry  1943  to  dote. 

Not  included  in  the  index. 

Composite  price  not  computed. 

Percentage  change  computed  on  the  index. 
Priced  for  the  first  time  in  October  194-1 • 
Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1943 • 


—  12  — 


It.  bio  7 


-  ivorc.RO  Botoil  Prices  of  i  .ads  in  Lerge  Cities  Combined  (Cant'd) 


IFob.  1J 


Commodity 


>/.  l 5 


.  A 


overage 
:  Prices 


:  Cents 

FRUITS  AN D  VEGETABLES;  (Cont’d) 
Canned  vegetables ; 

v. 

Beans,  green 


Com 


-jf2  can 

it 


n 

u 


Peas 
Tomatoes 
♦Soup,  vegetable  llos.o&n 
Dried  fruits  &  vegetables: 
Dried  fruits: 

Prunes  it. 

Dried  vegetables: 

Navy  beans  *  It. 

♦Soup ,  do hyd ra  tc d , 

chicken  noodle  oz . 


BEVERAGES : 

..  Coffee 
Tba 

* Cocoa 

FATS  AND  GILS; 

Lard 

Shortening  other  than 
In  cartons 
In  other  containers 
Salad  dressing 
Oleomargarine 
Peanut  butter 
♦Oil, 


)oking  or 


lb. 
i  it. 
i  it. 


it. 

lard : 

it. 

n 

pt, 
lb. 

ti 

lad  pt. 


SUGAR  AND  SVSEE  TS  : 
Sugar 
Corn  sirup 
♦Molasses 
♦Apple  butte  r 


lb. 
24  oz 
18  oz 
16  0  2 


13.1 
111.  8 
13.3 
12.0 
13.  k 


17.2 

11.2 

3.7 


30.3 

2l|.l 

10.3 


18.8 

*20.1 

24.7 

25.6 
2i|.l 
28.3 

30.7 


•6.7 

15.8 

15.8 

13.5 


Jan.  16 
1945  to 

Feb.  13 

_ 


0 

+  0.7 
0 
0 
0 


Percent  Change _ 

Jan.  ll|  • 


Fob.  15:  May  13 
1944  to :  1943  to 

Feb.  13  •  Fob.  13 

jsks_L 


-  5.1 

+  2.1 

-  4.3 

-  0.8 

+  0*8 


:  -12.7 
:  +  5.7 
;  -  -14.2 
:  -  6.2 
i  +  2.3 


0 

+  3*6  ;  +  4#9 

+  79.2 

+95.5 

0 

+  5.7'  •  :  +12.0 

+  72.3 

.  +93»l 

0 

0  :  0 

» 

y 

•j 

u 

0 

• 

$ 

+  1.7  :  +  1.0 

+ 

+3  5.9 

0 

+  2,1  :  +12.1 

+  36.9 

+10.1 

0 

+  4.0  :  +12.0 

• 

+  13.2 

+  19.8 

’  0 

# 

* 

0  :  -  l#6 

$ 

+102.2 

+89.9 

0 

• 

0  ’  :  -  0.5 

+  77.9 

+71.8 

0 

—  0  .A  :  +  1.6 

+  35.0 

+22.3 

-  0.4 

+  0.4  :  +  1*6 

+  27.  k 

,2/ 

0 

0  :  +  2.6 

+  5l|.5 

+46.1 

-  0.4 

-  1.7  :  -12.9 

+  58.1 

+58.1 

0 

+  0.3  :  +  0,7 
* 

2/ 

y 

0 

< 

% 

-  1.5  ;  -  1.5 

+  31.1 

+28,8 

0 

0  +  1.3 

+  16.2 

+15.3 

0 

-1.2  :  +  1.3 

+  17.9 

+  16,2 

0 

+  1.7  ;  +  4.7 

V 

y 

1941  to  : 

Feb.  13  : 

i?45 


+  31.0 
+  38.3 
+  0  »8 
+  I.l2 .9 

V 


Aug.  15 
1959  to 
Fob.  13 
19k5  .. 


+31.0 

+42.3 

-  2.2 

+39.5 

y 


NOTE: 


y, 


2 


Data  arc  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  194-3  ^nd  on 
from  January  1943  to  date. 

Not  included  in  the  index. 

Priced  for  the  first  time  in  February  1943* 

Not  available. 


56  cities  combined 


S 


Retail  Rood  Costs  in  I ie.rge  Cities  l/ 


Table  8  -  Indexes  and  Percent  Change  from  January  1941 

and  Other  Specified  Periods 


Region  and  City 

Indexes, 

1955-39 

»  100 

\* 

Percent  Change 

Feb. 13 •  Jan. 16 
:  1945  '  1945 

i  V  ; 

t 

;  » 

;Fob. 1 
;  1944 

0 

0 

t 

• 

> 

May  18 
1943 

j&  n .  1JTTJ  an  •  16 
194i:  1945 

to 

Feb. 13 
i  1945 

Feb.  1.5:  May  18 

1944  :  1943 

to  :  to 

Feb. IS  Fob.l 

1945  i  1345" 

*  Jan.  la 
j  1941 
:  to 

Feb. 13 
1945 

United  States 

(  < 

.156.  5  •  137.3 

r 

t 

134.5 

# 

143.0 

97.8  0,6 

/  1.5  |  -  4.5 

/39.6 

.  New  England* 

*  ; 

t 

* 

ho  st  on 

152.1  ;  152.8 

;12b. 7 

138.1 

95.2  0.5 

/  2.6  i  -  4.3 

/38,8 

Bridgeport 

:133.5  *134.2 

133.4 

144,  7 

96.5  -  0.5 

/.  0.1  *  -  7.7 

/38 . 3 

Rail  River 

151.9  ;i32.5 

129.6 

140.5 

97.5  C.5 

/  1.8  :  -  6.1 

/35.3 

Manchester 

155.5  !  134.0 

131.4 

g  rJ 

,  V 

96.6  0.4 

/  1.6  •  -  6.2 

/38.2 

New  Hr  von 

;134. 7  ;  135.1 

13-..7 

145.7 

95.7  0.3 

0  i-  7.5 

/40.8 

Portland,  Maine 

•132.6.  132.4 
« 

:  132 . 0 

140. 5 

95.3  ■*/  0.1 

/  o.i  :  -  6.6 

/39.0 

Prcvi donee 

134.5  : 135.6 
¥ 

131.2 

¥ 

1 1.0 

96.3  0.8 

/  2.6  :  -  ‘1.6 

/39.7 

M i dd 1 o  At 1 ant i c  * 

* 

*  t 

$ 

0 

Buffalo 

136.5  j  135.5 

134.0 

r  7.8 

100.2  :/  0,6 

/  1.7  i  -  7.8 

/36.0 

Newark 

.130.3  : 140.0 

•138.0 

142.4 

98.8  1.-2 

/  0.2  :  -  2.9 

Mo 

New  York 

:157.3  ; 138. 7 

135.4 

145.3 

99.5  1.0 

/  1.4  *  -  4.2 

/38.0 

Philadelphia 

;135 .9  *135.1 

133. 3 

1  1.0 

95.0  :/  0.6 

/  2.0 ;  -  4.0 

/43.1 

Pitt s burgh 

*135.6  : 136.4 

•133.1 

142.4 

98.0  0,6 

/  1.9  •*  -  4.6 

/  38  •  4 

Rochester 

134.  C  :  134.5 

129.8 

139.6 

99. -9  0.2 

/  3.2  :  -  4.0 

/34.1 

Scranton 

136.9  137.2 

133.1 

148.3 

97.5  0.2 

/  2.9  1  -  7.7 

/40.  4 

Bush  North  Centra 

i  , 

1: 

• 

Chicago 

'I  A  Pi  1  V  C  r/ 

JlOxt  O  X  OO  0  U 

151.3 

1,1.1 

98.2  0.6 

/  .  4  •  —  4 . 7 

/37.0 

Cincinnati 

:134.6  ;  135.5 

133.7 

138.3 

96.5  -  0.7 

/  0.7  :  -  2.7 

/39.5 

Cleveland 

140.1  :  140.8 

140.6 

146.3 

99.2  0.5 

-  0.4;-  a.  2 

/41.2 

Columbus, . Ohio 

128.8  ; 129.5 

127.3 

136,3 

93.4  0,5 

/  1.2  •  -  5.5 

/37.9 

Detroit 

131.7  ;  132, 4 

130.9 

143.  4 

97.0  -  0.5 

•/■  0. 6  *  —  8.2 

/35.8 

Indianapolis 

;132.7  ;  134.0  5/131.9 

140.2 

98.2  .  -  1.0 

/  0.6  ;  -  5.3 

/35.1 

Mi lwaukee 

133.8  : 135,2 

■131.0 

141.9 

95,9  1-  1,0 

/  2.1  ;  -  5.7 

/39.5 

Per o is 

140.1  140.0 

137.6 

148.7 

99.0  y  0.1 

/  1.8  5,8 

/41.5 

Springfield,  Ill. 

141.8  142.7 

139.2 

148.5 

96.2  0.6 

y  1.9  4.5 

/47.4 

W e  st  No  r t  h  Co nt  r  a j 

• 

• 

• 

’ 

Cedar  Rapid'S  4/^ 

139.4  ; 140.7 

137.2 

1  /  /  % 

X  j:  riC 

95.9  -  0.9 

/  1.6  i  -  3.4 ; 

/45.4 

Kansas  City 

13-.6  : 131.6 

129.8 

137.9 

92.4  0.8 

/  0.6  ‘ -  5.3  : 

/41.3 

Minneapolis 

129.7  130.7 

128.9 

134.9 

99.0  0.8 

/  0.6  :  -  3.9 : 

/31.0 

Omaha 

129.7  .130.6 

131.9 

137.9 

37.9  *  -  0.7 

-  1.7  ; -  5.9  : 

/32.5 

St  •  Loui s 

139.1  : 140.0  5/ 136.0 

114.7 

39.2  >  0.6 

/  2.3  3.9  : 

/40.2 

St.  Paul 

128.8  1.29.6 

127.6 

134.8 

98.6  0.6 

/  0.9  -  4.5  i 

/30.6 

Wichita  i/ 

147.2  : 148.0 

;146.3 

150,7 

97.2  0.5 

/  0.6  2.3  : 

/51.4 

See  footnotes 


at  end  of  table 
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detail  Food  Coats  in  Large  Cities  l/  (Gont’d) 


•  ‘  Table  8 

-  Indexes  and 
and  other 

Percent  Change  from  J- 
Spe c  i  fa  0 d  Periods 

nuary  19 

41 

;  I 

ndexe  s ,  a  1935-  39 

=  lpp 

* 

■•Percent 

Change 

•  '  ;F.eb7 13 

Jan. 16  ;  Feb .15 

kio.y  18 

Jan. 14 

J an. 16 

Feb. 15 

May  18 

Jan. 14 

j  1945 

1945  *  1944 

1943 

1941 

1945 

1944' 

194-3 

1941 

Region  and  City  *  Zj 

to 

Feb. 13 

to 

Feb. 13 

to 

Feb. 13 

to 

Feb. 13 

/ 

■'  ’  * 

1$0 

1945 

1*5 

1945 

South  Atlantic:  9  . 
Atlanta  ;  137.8 

l  — 

139.7  135.9 

142.9 

94.3 

-  1.4 

/ 1.4 

-  3.6 

/46.1 

Ba  It  i  mo  r  e  1 45  •  2 

145.2  -  140.2 

152.6 

0  7.9 

0 

/  3.6 

-  4.8 

/'8.3 

Che  rlc  stop,  S.  C.  133.9 

134.3  .  :  133.2 

140. 3 

95.9  ' 

-  0.3  ' 

/  0.5 

-  4.6 

/39. 6 

Jacksonville  t  * 144.9 

146.3  .  ;  143.3 

151.5 

98.8 

-  1.0  ' 

/  1.1 

4.4 

/46.7 

Norfolk  3/'  t  : 144.0 

145.0  :  145.0- 

153.3 

95.8 

-  0.7 

-  0.7 

-  6.1 

/50.3 

Ri  chmond  ;  1 35 . 0 

136.5  ;  133.0 

141.5' 

93.7 

-  1.1 

/  1.5 

-  4.6 

/44.1 

Savannah  .  ; 150.9 

150.7  5/  149.5 

163.8 . 

100.5 

/  0.1. 

/  0,9 

-  1.9 

/5C.1 

Washington,  D.C.  137,4 

138.0  •:  133.6 

142.5 

97.7 

-  0.4 

/  2.8. 

-3.6 

/40.6 

Winston-Salem  4/138.1 

139.7  :  134.7' 

140.0 

93.7 

-  1.1  ' 

/  2.5 

-  1.4 

/  47  •  4 

East  South  Central: 
Birmingham  ; 140.6 

142.8  !  137.8* 

110.7 

96.0 

-  1.5  ’ 

/  2.0 

-  0.1 

/46.5 

Jackson  4/  *150.2 

152.9  ; 144.0- 

153.0 

105.3 

-  1.8 

/  4.3 

-  1.8 

/42.c 

Knoxville  4/  ; 150.3 

.160.2  .-152.7  • 

156.6 

97.1 

-  1.2 

/  3.7 

/ 

/  63. 0 

Louisville  ;130.1 

131.9  -i  131.2 

14-1.5  • 

95.5 

-  1.4 

-  0.8 

-  8.1 

/3G.2 

Memphis  ; 145.4 

.147.1  :  142.6  • 

150.1 

94.2 

-  1.2 

/  2. C 

-  3.1 

/54.4 

Mobile  1143.8 

,  >•  4 

.143.8  1 144.2 

149.9  ■ 

97.9 

0 

-  0.3 

-  4.1 

/46.9 

t.a  *  * ' 

West  South  Central. 

Dallas  - 132.3 

133.7  133.8 

138.2 

92.6 

-  0.6 

-  0.7 

—  0 « 8  • 

/43.5 

Houston  ; 135. 4 

136.5  1 135.9  • 

143.7 

102.6 

-  0.8 

-  0.4 

-  5.8 

/32.0 

Little  Rock  » 136.5 

137.3  '135.3 

141.8 

95.6 

-  0.6 

/  0.9 

-  3.7 

/42.8 

New  Orleans  ; 150.0 

1  M  » 

150.6  ’148.4 

152.5 

101.9 

-  0.4 

•  /  1.1 

-  1.6 

/47.v  2 

Mountain:  1 

;  - 

• 

Butte  *133.2 

134.8  1133.4 

138.3 

98.7 

-1.2 

-  0,1 

-  3.7 

/35.0 

Denver  *' 136.9 

1.37.8  M35.7 

*143.8 

94.8 

-0.7 

'  /  0.9 

-  4  •  8 

/44.4 

Sa  It  Lake  Ci  t  y  :  1 3  9 . 7 

140.4  • 138.2 

•1 4-  4 . 7 

97.5 

0.5 

•  / 1.1 

-  3.5 

/do,  3 

Pacific: 

Los  Angeles  '141.8 

143.4  '  14-0.5 

146.2 

101.8 

-  1.1 

/  0.9 

-  3.0 

/39.3 

Portland, Orog.  *146.4 

147.0  142.8 

15-3.6 

101.7 

-'0.4  : 

/  2.5 

—  'J: .  7 

/44.0 

San  Fra nci  s co  145 . 3 

146.9  141.6 

148.0 

99.6 

-1.1 

/  2.6 

-  1.8 

/45.9 

Seattle  : 142.2 

143.4  140.6 

150.3 

101.0 

-  0.8 

/ 1.1 

—  5 . 4 

/40.8 

1/  Aggregate  costs  of  61  foods  (54  foods  prior 

to  March  1943)  in  each  city. 

weighted 

to  represent  total  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and  lowei 

■-salari 

3d 

workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of  population 
weights.  Primary  use  i,s  for  time-to-time  comparisons  rather  than  p.lace-to-place 
comparisons. 

2/  Preliminary. 

s/,  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News. 

4/  June  1940  equals  100. 

5/  Revised. 
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The  BLS  index  indicates  avo’ rugo  changes  in  retail  prices  of  selected 
goods,  rents  and  services,  bought  by  families  of  wage  earners  and-  , 
lower-salaried  workers  in  largo  cities.  The  items  covered  repre-..  .  . 
sented  70  percent  of  the  expenditures  of  families  who  had  incomes 
ranging  from  $1250  to  $2000  in  1934-36. 

The  index  does  not  show  the  full  wartime  effect  on  the  cost  of  living 
of  such  factors  as  lowered  quality,  disappearance  of  low-priced  goods 
and  forced  changes  in  housing  and  eating  away  from  homo. 

It  docs  not  measure  changes  in  total  ’’living  costs”  —  that  is,  in 
the  total  amount  families  srend  for  living.  Income  taxes  and  bond 
subscriptions  are  not  included. 

For  a  description  of  the  methods  used  in  computing  the  index,  ask 
for  ’’Description  of  the  Cost  of  Living  Index  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics.”  For  an  appraisal  of  the  factors  enumerated- above,  see 
the  report  of  the  President’s  Committee  on  the  Cost  of  Living, 
November  17,  1944 • 


Retail  prices  for  the  goods  and  services  important  in  the  city  family’s 
budget  declined  slightly  (0,1  percent)  on  the  average  between  mid-February 
and  mid-March,  Secretary  of  Labor  Frances  Perkins  reported  today,  ’’Lower 
food  prices,  due  chiefly  to  the  largo  seasonal  decrease  in  egg  prices,  more 
than  offset  advances  for  clothing,  housefurnishings  and  some  of  the  services,” 
she  announced, 

’’The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  cost  of  living  index  for  March  15,  1945* 
is  126,8  percent  of  the  1935-39  average,  and  is  2,4  percent  above  the  level 
of  a  year  ago. 

’’The  average  cost  for  all  foods  other  than  eggs  rose  0.1  percent;  including 
eggs,  average  food  costs  declined  0,4  percent  over  the  month.  All  of  the  major 
groups  except  eggs  were  higher  in  price  or  remained  unchanged.  Meats  rose  0.1 
percent  on  the  average,  principally  because  of  increases  in  prices  of  lamb  and 
chicken.  The  scarcity  of  meats  in  retail  stores,  however ,  was  more  acute  than 
in  preceding  months;  over  40  percent  of  the  stores  surveyed  had  no  beef  and 
more  than  60  percent,  no  pork  or  veal  when  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  field 
agents  visited  stores  to  collect  March  prices. 

’’The  average  cost  for  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  rose  0,4  percent  over 
the 'month  with  seasonally  higher  prices  for  apples,  oranges,  swoetpotatoes,  and 
lettuce.  White  potato  prices  advanced  with  the  appearance  of  now  potatoes  in 
some  cities  and  as  ceilings  on  the  Southern  Florida  crop  'were  adjusted  upward 
late  in  February  to  reflect  the  historical  differential  on  potatoes  from  that 
section. 
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"Clothing  prices  moved  up  0.3  percent  on  the  average  over  the  month, 
reflecS^^onti^ng  shortages 

r  r  ^ 

^uJoTo^  ^n  roftail 

all^f^he^cities '  surveyed";  Shorts  and  women- s  percale  housodressos  were 

lower  in  a  few  cit.ies  • 

"Housefurnishings  costs  advanced  0.3  percent  between  February  15  and 
March  15.  Prices  of  prewar  quality  living  room  suxtos  and  -n 

being  produced,  wore  generally  higher  torfcnpja  shortages  were  ro- 

swsfts  ««>*— «— «•• — 

rugs,  sheets  and  towel3. 

"Rents  remained  stable  on  the  average,  but  the  housing  shortage  continues 
to  be  acute  in  many  cities. 

"Average  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  charges  showed  no  change  over  the 
month  ending  March  15. 

"The  cost  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  increased  0.2  percent  in 

;^S.S  SPw«5.  -« <***■■  - «— 

be cane  generally  unavailable." 
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TABLE  1  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS  l/ 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 

a  •  *  . 


' 

*  ■  Sis  _ 

Mar. 

1945 

Feb. 

1945 

Mar. 

1944 

May 

1943 

May 

1942 

Jan. 

19a  2/ 

Aug. 

1939 

Group 

This 

Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

Hold 

the 

Line  y 

GMPR 

i 

’’Little 

Steel” 

War  in 
Europe 

Indexes 

1935-39  =  100. 

0 

ALL  ITEMS 

126.8 

126.9R 

123.8 

125.1 

116.0 

100.8 

98.6 

Food  4/ 

135.9 

136.5 

134.1 

143.0 

121.6 

97.6 

93.5 

Clothing  y  ‘ 

143.7 

143.3 

136.7 

127.9 

126.2 

101.2 

100.3 

Rent  6/ 

108.3 

mm  mm 

108.1 

108.0 

109.9 

105.0 

104.3 

Fuel>  electricity  &  ice  7 / 

’110.0 

110.0 

109.9 

107.6 

104.9 

100.8 

97.5 

Gas  &  electricity 

95.5 

95.5 

96.0 

96.1 

96.6 

97.5 

99.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

124.1 

124.1 

123.5 

118.7 

112.9 

104.0 

96.3 

Housefurnishings  5/ 

144. 5 

144. OR 

129.0 

125.1 

122.2 

100.2 

100.6 

Miscellaneous  y  123.6  123 .4R  119.1  115.3 

'  i  -  .  •  , 

Percent  Change  to  March  1945 

110.9 

101.8 

100.4 

ALL  ITEMS  V 

•  -0.1 

-  2.4 

1.4 

9.3 

25.8 

28.6 

Food 

- 

-0.4 

1.3 

-5.0 

'11.8 

39.2 

45.3 

Clothing 

— 

0.3 

5.1 

12.4 

13.9 

42.0 

43.3 

Rent 

— 

0.2 

0.3 

-1.5 

3.1 

3.8 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

— 

.  0 

0.1 

2.2 

4.9 

9.1 

12.8 

Gas  &  electricity 

— 

0 

-0.5 

-0.6 

-1.1 

-2.1 

-3.5 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

N  0 

0.5 

4.5 

9.9 

19.3 

28.9 

Housefurnishings 

mm 

0.3 

12.0 

15.5 

18.2 

44.2 

43.6 

Miscellaneous 

.  -- 

0.2 

3.8 

7.2 

11.5 

21.4 

23.1 

R  -  Revised 

2/  The  indexes  ‘are  based  on  time-to-time  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  purchased  by- 
wage  earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities.  They  do  not  include  income 
taxes  or  war  bond  subscriptions .  They  do  not  indicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live 
in  one  city  than  another’.  Data  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those 
for  January  1941*  (See  note  2/.) 

2/  Indexes  have  been  estimated  for  January  1,  the  date  used  in  the  ’’Little  Steel” 
wage  formula  of  the  National  War  Labor  Bc?ard,  by  assuming  an  even  rate  of  change 
from  December  15*  1940  to  the  next  pricing  date. • 

y  The  President’s  ^Hold-the-Line”  ordci;  was  issued  April  8,  1943.  The  peak  of  the 
rise  which  led  t6  this  order  was  reached  .in  May,  .which  is,  therefore,;  used  for  this 
comparison.  . '  _  .■  . 

4/  Food  prices  are  collected  monthly' in  .56  cities  on  the  Tuesday  nearest  the 
fifteenth  of  the  month.  v*1'- 

y  prices,  of  clothing,  housefurnishings,.,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  are 
obtained  in  34  large  cities  in  March,  June,  September,  and  December..  In  intervening 
months,  prices  are  collected  in  21  of  the  34  cities  for  a  shorter  list  of  goods  and 

services «  , 

6/  Rents  are  surveyed  semiannually  in  most  of  the  34  cities  (in  March  and  September, 
or  in  June  and  December) •  In  computing  the  all-items  indexes  for  individual  cities 
and  the  rent  index  for  the  average  of  large  cities,  rental  costs  are  assumed  to  re¬ 
main  stable  in  cities  not  surveyed  during  the  current  quarter. 

7/  Prices  for  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  are  collected  monthly  in  34  large  cities. 
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TABLE  2  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES 
PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  MARCH  . 1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


i/ 


\r  r 


Citjr 


AVERAGE,  2-7/  • 

-  . . § 

•  *  ,  % 

Y  '<  *.  ‘  :  '  •  * 

.Atlanta,  Ga.' 
Baltimore,  Md, E 
Birm  Ingham , ,  Ala. 

Bout  bn ,  Ma s  s .  ’  A, " 
Buffalo,  N.  Y/,':. 
Chicago,  IilV  • 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo. 

Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Tex. 
Indianapolis-,  Ind. 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Kansas  City,- Mo. 

Los  Angeles,-  Calif.  • 
Manchester,  ‘Nr  H. 
Memphis,  Term. 
Milwaukee ,  Wis . 
Minneapolis,'  Minn.  -  • 
Mobile,  Ala. 

New  Orleans,  La. 

New  York,  N.  % . 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.' 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Portland , . Maine 
Portland,  Or  eg... 
Richmond,  Va. 

St.  Louis,  Mo..  , 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Savannah,  Ga. 
Scranton,  Pa. 

Seattle,  Wash. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


L 


>'ob.  ,  ! 
1945  j 

Mar,  -  •' ! 
1944  ' i 

m'- ! 

1943  r 

May 

1942 

Jan. 

i9a  2/ 

Aug. 

1939 

.  •  t  1 

Last-  | 
Month  ! 

Year,  j 
Ago  | 

Hold 
the  ! 

line  2/  j 

1 

GMPR 

M Little 
Steel” 

War  in 
Europe: 

‘-0.1, 

*  -  > 

o  /  J 

A*.ff 

•• 

■■  41- 1 

14r  1 

9.3 

25.8 

23.6 

■  •  *  .  * 

,  x  -1- 

4.1 

3.0' 

12.2 

29.0 

.  31.3k 

rd.2. 

3.1 

1.2 

9.8 

28.9 

31.5 

—0.2 

2.7  i 

3.6 

9.8 

28.2 

32.3 

-0.3 

2.0 

0.5 

-8.4 

24.0  1 

’  26;  6 

-0.3. 

1.9 

-1.2  j 

5.6 

24.8  1 

1  29.1 

0.2 

2.9  | 

'  1.2" 

8.2 

24.5 

•  '•  27;7 

r0.2 

2.7 

2.2  ! 

9.1 

,27.0-: 

•  30.0 

0 

1.5 

•1.3 

9.2 

27.2  £ 

29.7 

0.1 

2.5 

-r.  1-3.  - 

..  9.0 

26.0 

27.8 

-0.2 

op' 

0 

7.2 

26.0 

29.2 

mO 

i.a 

0.3 

7.4 

22.4 

23.-9 

*m>m 

A  2.5 

1.4 

7.2 

25.0 

30.1 

•  *  V 

-3.5 

•2.8 

12.1 

31.1 

35.6 

0 

2.5 

■a.1 

9.6 

27.1 

26.9 

•  0.4 

2.4 

2.7 

9  .4 : 

,  26.0 

,  -28.6 

2.1 

0.6 

8.9 

v.  28.6  i 

31.8 

2.3 

-1.7 

10.9 

30.1 

32.7 

.2.1 

0.2 

8.5 

25.2 

28.0 

-0.1 

1.5 

1.1 

6.2 

20.9 

23.5 

•m  mm 

1.6 

-  0.5 

8.2 

27.9 

30.2 

— 

2.0 

1.2 

11.2 

29.2 

31.3 

-0.2  ' 

1.9 

p  2.3 

12.2  • 

*  25.8 

28.4 

-  — 

0.9 

-0.5 

9.6 

f  30.4 

34.2 

-0.4 

2.7 

1.0 

9.9 

"27.0 

28.8 

-0.3 

2.7 

2.2 

V  10.2 

26.1 

29.7 

— — 

2.0 

0.9 

8.3 

|  27.3’ 

29.1 

/  ^  ,  a- 

•  v2-.9- 

1.7' 

A' ■9.4 

1  30.6 

33.1 

—  — 

i  2.4  ' 

0.7 

8.1 

■i  24.6 

26.6 

-0.2 

[  •  2.0 

•  0.7- 

8.0  i 

''23.7 

27.3 

/  6.3 

3.3 

'2-7- 

1  11.9 

'•  29.3 

!  32.5 

0.1 

2.6 

r  2.6 

"11.9 

*-  33.4 

36.3 

-- 

2.S 

-0.7 

9.5 

25.3 

29.5 

0.5' 

,  2.5' 

'  ;1.5  ’ 

j  8.4' 

28.7. 

■y  31.0 

-0.1 

i  2*9 

<  •-  1  •  • 

1.9 

J _ . _ L  .**. 

-  •  ... 

]_>?■ 

"26.1; 

27.8 

'  •  -  f 

For  footnotes  1  through  7,  see  $nd  of  Table  1,  page  5. 
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TABLE  3  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES  1/ 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  FEBRUARY  1945  TO  MARCH  1945 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

I 

1 

1  Clothing 
| 

Fuel, 
Electric¬ 
ity  &  Ice 

Pious  e- 

furnish- 

ings 

I  Miscel¬ 

laneous 

AVERAGE  2^7/ 

-0.1 

-0.4 

0.3 

0 

0.3 

0.2 

Atlanta,  Ga* 

•mmm 

-0.7 

0 

Baltimore,  Md. 

-0.2 

-0.8 

0.2 

0.2 

0.6 

0.5 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

-0.2 

-0.6 

0.4 

0 

0 

0.1 

Boston,  Mass. 

-0.3 

-1.1 

0.4 

0 

2.7 

0.1 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

-0.3 

-0.8 

0.1 

0.1 

0.4 

0 

Chicago,  Ill. 

0*2 

0.4 

0.9 

0 

-0.4  8/ 

0.2 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

-0.2 

-0.4 

0.2 

0 

0.1 

0.2 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

0 

-0.4 

0.6 

0.1 

0.2 

0.1 

Denver,  Colo* 

0.1 

0 

0.2 

-0.1 

1.2 

0.1 

Detroit,  Mich. 

-0.2 

-0.2 

-0.9 

0.3 

1.0 

0 

Houston,  Tex. 

0 

-0.4 

0.2 

0 

2.7 

0.1 

Indianapolis,  Ind, 

— 

-0.5 

— — 

0 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

— 

-1.4 

-0.1 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

0 

-0.2 

0.2 

0 

0.4 

0.3 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

0.4 

0.6 

0.1 

0 

0 

0.3 

Manchester,  N.  H, 

— 

-0.6 

0 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

-0.7 

0 

Milvmukee,  Wis. 

—  — 

0 

o 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

-0.1 

-0.3 

0 

0 

0.1 

0 

Mobile,  Ala. 

1 

0.1 

1 

0  i 

New  Orleans,  La. 

0.7 

— 

0 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

-0.2  | 

-0.7 

0.5 

-0.2 

-2:0  8/ 

0 

Norfolk,  Va. 

~~  i 

-1.8 

o  ! 

mm  mm 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

-0.4 

-1.2 

0.1 

0.1  1 

0.9 

0 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

-0.3 

-1.3 

0.4 

0 

1.7 

0.3 

Portland,  Maine 

i 

j 

-0.8 

o  ! 

Portland,  Oreg. 

-0.4 

.... 

0 

1 

Richmond,  Va. 

-1.1 

~  — 

0 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

—0 . 2  ! 

-0.7  | 

0.1 

0 

0.2' 

0.3 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

0.3 

0.6 

0.2 

o  ! 

-0.1  8/ 

0.2 

Savannah,  Ga. 

0.1 

-0.1 

0.1 

o  ! 

3.7  “ 

0,1 

Scranton,  Pa. 

— 

-0.7 

o  I 

Seattle,  Wash. 

0.5 

0.6  -  i 

1.0  • 

0  I 

1.3 

0.2 

Washington,  D.  C. 

-0.1 

-o.4  ; 

0.1 

1 

0.1 

0.1 

For  footnotes  1  thruugh  7,  see  end  of  Table  1,  page  3. 

8/  Revised, .due  to  downward  adjustment  for  some  housefurnishings  of  prewar  quality, 
based  on  additional  information  obtained  after  reappearance  of  these  goods  in  retail 
markets  in  1944. 
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TABLE  3A  -  COST  OF  LIVING  It!  LARGE  CITIES  l/ 
PERCENT • CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
'  .  .  FROM  DECEMBER  1944  TO  MARCH  1945 


**  **  ■  .  * 

< 

Cloth- 

w  ! 

Fuel ,  i 

House- 

*  T 

Mi sc el- 

City 

All-  - 

Food 

"Rent 

Elsctric-i 

fur nis 

h- 

laneous 

■  ■  -a 

Items- 

_ l 

lag 

I 

ity  &  Ice 

ings/' 

AVERAGE  2-7/ 

-  * 

—u  o  2 

,  •  1 

-1.1  1 
i 

0C6  * 

07 

0.5  /. 

.  •  1.0 

3 

•  o 

Atlanta ,  Ga ,  \ 

.  ■*  0 

I 

-1.4  ! 

0*7 

00 

a, 

1.6  . 

5.1 

0,7 

Balt  liner  e ,  Md , 

'0c5 

0,1  ; 

0.8* 

o/:/ 

Y 

0*4. 

46o7 

9/ 

lc5 

Birmingham,  Ala*. 

'-0,5 

-1.8  ( 

0.9 

-0.2 

2/ 

0.o3 

-0,5 

0*1 

Boston,  'Mass* 

-0.5 

-1.6  ! 

0o6 

10/ 

0*4  .  • 

2,5 

2/ 

0.3 

Buffalo,  N.  1% 

'  0*1 

•  0,8 

0*1 

10/ 

0*3 

-2,9 

—0  *  4 

Chicago,  Illo  .  .. 

‘-0*2 

-1*1 

1.3 

10/ 

) 

| 

0 

-2  *4 

9/ 

0*7 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

”-0.1 

—0*4 

1.6 

0 

j 

0 

-2C8 

2/ 

0,6 

G  le veland ,  Ohi  o. 

‘  0o5 

-0,7 

1.0 

10/ 

8*1 

1*4 

0,2 

Denver,  Colo. 

-0*1 

-0*7  i 

0,8 

10/ 

-0*1, 

4  c  4 

0*1 

Detroit,  Mich# 

-0*2 

-'’0 

-0*8 

10/ 

8/ 

1.1 

6„3 

. 

0*1 

Houston,  Tex  0  , 

0*1 

-0*8 

o,3. 

-0*2 

0  ... 

8,6. 

4 

0*1 

Indiananolis ,  Ind  * 

—0  o  4 

•■-lo3 

0,5 

■  10/ 

0 

0.4. 

0 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

'  -0*6 

'-2*7 

0*3 

10/ 

> 

~’0r  3 

-3  o7" 

9/ 

2,5 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

0.2 

•  -0*5 

1.4 

10/ 

,  0 

0,9 

0,9 

Los  Angeles,  Calif* 

0*1 

•  -0.3 

0*6 

10/ 

3/ 

V 

3.3 

9/ 

0,8 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

'  -0*3 

■  -0.7 

0,1 

1-0.2 

-  oa. 

-0.1 

o.i ; 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

-0*3 

-0  c  8 

0.5 

-0*3 

8/ 

Q.l 

,46)6 

9/ 

0.3: 

Milwauke e ,  Wi s * 

-oa 

-1*0 

1.3 

0*5 

2/ 

-0. 

-0,1 

1/ 

0.3 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

-0.1 

-0,8 

1,5 

-0,2 

2/ 

j  -0*5*  • 

2,2 

9/ 

0*2 

Mobile,  Ala.  .  • 

-  0  *  4 

-0,5 

0,3 

1  10/ 

“0.2, : 

-5/5 

Od 

New  Orleans,  La. 

0.3 

0.5 

0,1 

10/ 

l  -4 8 2  .  ; 

...li/ 

2/ 

1,1 

New  .York,  N.  -Y. 

-0*6 

|  -1*7 

0.6 

10/ 

.0,1 

—1  *  6. 

0,1 

Norfolk,  Va* 

-0.3 

S  -1,3 

0,2 

10/ 

5/ 

Q 

-2*1 

9/ 

1.3 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

0.1 

-0.5 

0*6 

I  Ocl 

1,2 

2*1 

0.2 

Pittsburgh,  Pae 

-0.3 

-1.7 

.  Io0 

10/ 

8/ 

.  0 

4  s  2 

0,3 

Portland,  Maine 

-0,2 

-1.3 

lc3 

-o.i 

-0,0  1 

,2.3 

0.2 

Portland,  Oreg, 

-0.1  • 

-1.6 

0.2 

10/ 

/•  'O'-  .  , 

/  ',5.1 

1.3 

Richmond,  Va, 

-0,2  • 

-  -2*6 

lo5 

0*1 

8/ 

.  0 

..  .1*3 

2/ 

2.3 

St,  Louis,  Mo, 

-0.3  • 

-1*0 

!  —0*1 

1  0 

1/ 

.  0*1 

-0*9 

0.5 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

-0*3 

-1*9 

0*5 

!  '0 

8/ 

o 

-6*0 

2/ 

0.2 

Savannah,  Ga* 

0o5  • 

0*1 

|  0.6 

10/ 

i  •.  l.o 

.  7.4 

9/ 

0.5 

Scranton,  Pa. 

-0.6  • 

!  -0.9 

i  0,3 

10/ 

!  rOol 

-2  o4 

-0C  2 

Seattle,  Wash, 

0.2  • 

1  -0*6 

1,6 

1-0.2 

2/ 

j.  0.4 

1.0 

0,8 

Washington,  Do  C. 

0.2 

!  -0.2 

6*5 

j  10/ 

• 

r  0,8 

0*6 

0*3 

For  footnotes  1  through  7,  see  end  of  Table  1,  page'  3« 

8/  Change  from  September  1944* 

9/  Revised,  duo  to  downward  adjustment  for  some  howsefurnishings  of  prewar  quality, 
based  on  additional  information  obtained  after  reappearance  of  these  goods  in  retail 
markets  in  1944* 

10/  Rents  not  surveyed  in  March. 

11/  Not  available*  Insufficient  data. 
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TABLE  4  -  COST  OF  LIVING.  IN  LARGE  CITIES  l/ 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
JANUARY,  FEBRUARY,  AND  MARCH,  1945 

i 

(Note!  Some  indexes  for  January  and  February  revised.) 


(1935-39  =  100.0) 


i 

City 

All 

Items 

s 

Food 

.Cloth-  j 
ing  j 
j 

Rent 

Fuel, 
Electric¬ 
ity  &  Ice 

House - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

AVERAGE  2^7 / 

January 

* 

127.1 

137.3 

1 

\ 

i 

143.0  ! 

109.7 

143  ..6 

123.3 

February 

126.9 

136.5 

143.3  1 

mm  mm 

110.0 

144.0 

123.4 

March 

126,8 

135.9 

143,7  J 

108,3 

110.0 

144.5 

123.6 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

January 

M  mm 

139,7 

Ml  mrn 

115.9 

--  - 

February 

-- 

137.8 

mmU 

— 

115.9 

— 

—  — 

March 

128.7 

136.9 

140.7 

J 

1 

106.7 

115*9 

140.5 

131.3 

Baltimore,  Md0 

January 

129.8 

145.2 

147.2 

108.7 

148.4 

121.8 

February 

130.0 

145.2 

' 147.4 

— 

109.1 

148.5 

122.7 

March 

129.8 

144.1 

147,7 

106.5 

109.3 

149.4 

123.3 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

140.8 

125.1 

J  anuary 

131*3 

142.8 

140.9 

-- 

104.7 

February 

130.5 

140.6 

141.1 

»  mm 

104,8 

139.9  g 

125.1 

March 

130.3 

139.8 

'141.6 

,  < 

■  122.3 

104,8 

139.9 

125.2 

Boston,  Mass. 

117.5 

January 

123  o  6 

132.8 

140,0 

-- 

120.2 

139.5 

February 

123  *  3 

132.1 

140.2 

-- 

120.7 

139.3 

117 . 6 

March 

122.9 

130,6 

!  140.7 

— 

120.7 

143*0 

1 

117.7 

Buffalo,  N,  Y. 

J  anuary 

127.4 

135,5 

1 

140.3 

106.9 

142.9 

125.7 

February 

127.6 

136.3 

140.3 

mm  mm 

107.1 

138.3^ 

125.7 

March 

127.2 

i  • 

'135*2 

1 

|  141.0 

— 

107.2 

138.8 

l 

) 

( 

125.7 

Chicago,  Ill. 

i 

137.6 

121.8 

January 

126,0 

135.3 

-- 

105.2 

141.9 

February  1 

125.7 

134.5 

1 137.8  ■ 

- 

105.2 

138.6  0 

122.0 

March 

126.0 

j  135.0 

l 

1  139.0 

1 

-- 

105  0  2 

138.0  g 

i 

122.2 

1 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

J  anuary 

127.0 

135.5 

» 

144.0 

1 

106.2 

1 

1 

1 

!  '  146 . 1 

125.0 

February 

126.7 

134.6 

145.3 

mm  mm 

106.2 

1  141.5  g 

.  125.0 

March 

126,5 

-  - 

134.1 

145.6 

*  •  •  » . 

105.6 

106.2  1 

j  141.7 

1 

1 

125.2 

4 - 

For  footnotes,  see  page  10. 
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TABLE  4  (continued)  -  COST  Of  LIVING.  IN  LARGE  CITIES  l/  ■ 
INDEXES  BY1  GROUPS,  BY. CITIES 
JANUARY,  FEBRUARY,  AND  MRCH,  1945 


(Note:  Some  indexes  for  January  and  February  revised.) 

(1935-39  -  100,0) 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

■* - -r— <  *-r— 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

;  ,  - 

—T - *  ■  T“  ‘ 

Rent 

Fuel., 
Electric¬ 
ity  1  Ice 

House - 
furnis  Fl¬ 
ings 

1 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

January 

129.8 

140.3 

144.0 

:  •  c 

r* 

112.2 

141 0  9 

122,5 

February 

129.7 

140,1 

144.3 

— 

112.4 

143.6 

122.5. 

March 

129.7 

139.6 

145*1 

— 

112 . 5 

143,9 

122.6 

Denver,  Colo, 

January 

126,2 

'  137.3 

t  •• 

134.9 

104.2 

152.4 

. 

♦  .  • . 

% 

122.1 

February 

125,9 

136.9 

135,4 

-- 

104.2 

153.4 

122.1 

March 

126.0 

136.9 

135,7 

-- 

104.1 

155.3 

122.2 

« 

Detroit',  Mich. 

J  anuary 

12:7.5' 

132.4 

141.1 

■» 

112.4 

146.7 

129.5 

February 

12*7,5 

131*7 

141.1 

t  » 

112.3-  . 

154.7 

129.5- 

March 

127.3 

131*4 

139.8 

— 

113.1 

156.3 

129.5 

< 

Houston,  Tex, 

January 

125.2 

■ 

136.5 

, 

138.7 

_ 1 

91.1 

139.2 

123.2 

February 

l£4c3 

135.4 

138.8 

—  : 

91.1 

140.0 

123  ..2 

March 

124.3 

134  c  3 

139.1 

109.4 

91.1 

143.8 

123.3 

Indi anapolis ,  Ind , 

* 

• •. ' 

,  A  1 

• 

January 

. —  • 

134.0 

— 

112.2 

mm  mm 

—  — 

February 

— 

132,7 

--- 

112.2 

mmmm 

—  - 

March 

127,5 

132.1 

137,5 

— 

;  112.2 

150,1 

126.7 

r 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

i  «■  •  « 

4 

* 

<  ’  * 

• 

# 

• 

January 

146,3 

— 

114.1 

-- 

— 

February  • 

-- 

144.9 

i  _ 

i  ”” 

— 

114,0 

*  March 

133.6 

142,3 

i  141.4 

-  - 

113.9 

147.7  8/ 

137,2 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

January 

125.1 

131,6 

! 

! 

\ 

1  142.3 

•  * .  . 

\  V 

T-  •" 

110.2 

1 

130,4 

1  ■ 

125.4 

February 

125,1 

130,6 

143.9 

•  -  - 

.110,2 

130,7 

126,0 

March 

125.1 

130,3 

144*2. 

— 

110.2 

131.2 

126,4 

Los  Angelos,  Calif, 
January 

- 

129*2 

143 ,4 

• 

i  140,6 

- 

.  92.5 

139.6 

125,3 

February 

128.7 

141,3 

!  140.6 

— 

92.5 

143.2 

125.9 

March 

129*2 

142.7 

- -  — 

140.8 

I  _ 

mm  mm 

92.5 

143.2 

i 

126.3 

For  footnotes,  see  page  10. 
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TABLE  4  (continued)  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN-  URGE  CITIES  l/ 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 

JANUARY, ;  FEBRUARY,..  AND-  MARCH,  1945  .  • 

•  *  * 

(Note;  Some  indexes  for  January  and  February  revised.) 


(1935-39  -  100.0) 


City  r  : 

.  *.  f 

All 

Items 

Food 

Cloth- 

ing 

■  ' 

Rent 

!  Fuel, 
lElectric- 
;ity  &  Ice 

House- . 

furnisfh- 

ings' 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

;  •  .*  .  »•  «.  •  .  1  V 

»  A  * 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

» 

> 

*■> 

* 

1 

I 

i  • 

'  .  *vr  * 

>  >  *  * 

l  \  •  r 

January 

— 

134.0 

mm  mm 

— 

1  127.4 

— 

mm  mm 

February 

133.5. 

— 

127.5 

-- 

-- 

March  ,  •  ’ 

128.9 

132.7 

146.5, 

107.8 

127.5 

146.2  8/ 

•122.2 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

i  ■ 

< 

r 

\ 

i 

...  y> 

January 

147.1 

-- 

— 

i  105.4 

mm  mm 

— 

February 

145.4 

mm  mm 

.  105.5 

-- 

-- 

March  •  „  ;  .  f  ,  ’  • 

129.8 

144.4 

,  147.7 

115.7 

105.5 

L 

j 

138.1  8/ 

120.0 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,... 

*  l 

January 

— 

135.2 

•  V 

■  — 

....  109.5 

— 

pm  mm 

February  ,  ••  : 

— 

(.  133.8 

mm 

(  -- 

|.  109.5 

— 

■  •"  ** 

March 

124.2 

133.8 

135,7 

1  108.8 

109.5 

142.5  8/ 

119.5 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

' 

. 

,, 

. 

; 

1  >  • 

•January 

123.3. 

130.7, 

138.1 

-- 

102.6 

135.9 

122.5 

February 

123.2 

129.7 

140.1 

mm  mm 

102.6 

138.6 

r 122.6 

‘March;  f 

123.1 

129.3. 

140.1. 

110.2 

102.6 

138.7 

122.6 

r  •  • 

Mobile,  Ala.  . 

*  r 

■ 

.  - 

January 

— 

143.8 

102.7 

mm  mm 

.  -- 

February 

— 

143.8 

mm  mm 

102.7 

mm  mm 

mm  mm 

March  ,  . 

128.4 

143.9. 

. 

138.2 

mm  mm 

102.7 

136.9  8/ 

119.8 

i  n  • 

New  Orleans,  La, 

* 

■ 

% 

, 

♦ 

*-■ 

January 

.  150.6  . 

— 

100.0 

— 

— 

February 

— 

150.0, 

— 

I 

100.0 

-- 

— 

March 

4, 

131.4 

151.0, 

■ 

138.7. 

-- 

100.0 

)  2/ 

120.0 

New- .York,  N.  Y,.  . 

January 

127.9 

■ 

138.7 

148.7  ; 

« 

114.0 

136.5 

125.8 

February 

127.4 

137.3, 

.  148 . 

mm  mm 

1 

•i 

114.3 

136.9 

125.8 

March 

127.1 

136.4 

. 

149.5 

114.1 

134.2  8/ 

125.8 

•  t  • 

Norfolk,  Va.  •  . 

' 

. 

•  i  * 

\ 

I 

» 

■ 

■January 

• 

145.0 

--  . 

- f 

119.7 

-- 

February 

-- 

. 144.0 

I 

i 

119.7 

’  March  \ 

.  '■  '  ■  ■  ...... . .1 — — i — ; 

1.31.2 

141.4, 

141.4.  j 

119.7 

142.5  8/ 

131.2 

_ 

For  footnotes,  see.  page  10. 
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March  1945  TABLE  4  (continued)  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES  l/ 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
JANUARY,  FEBRUARY,  AND  MARCH,  1945 


(Note:  Some  indexes  for  January  and  February  revised.) 


(1935-39  =  100.0) 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Rent 

Fuel, 
Electric¬ 
ity  Sc  Ice 

House- 

furnish- 

ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 
January 

126.0 

135.1 

144.1 

1 

109.3 

141.5 

-  120.7 

February 

126.5 

135.9 

144.7 

-- 

110.4 

142.9 

120.7 

March 

126.0 

134.3 

14/,..  9 

•106.9 

110.5 

144.2 

120.7 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

January 

128.1 

136.4 

164.9' 

"112.1 

139.8 

119.6 

February 

128.0 

135.6 

165.6 

-- 

112.0 

j  143.1 

119.6 

March 

127.6 

133.3 

166.3 

— 

112.0 

145.5 

119.9 

Portland,  Maine 

January 

132.4 

„ 

119.2 

February 

-- 

132.5 

-- 

119.2 

— 

— 

March 

125.4 

131.4 

145.2 

106.6 

119.2 

141.1 

122.6 

Portland,  Or eg. 

January 

.. 

147.0 

116.6 

•  • 

February 

— 

I46 . 4 

— 

-- 

116.6 

— 

— 

March 

133.2 

145.3 

142.1' 

116.6 

145.1 

128.7 

Richmond,  Va. 

January 

mmm 

136.5 

__ 

108.6 

„ 

February 

__ 

135.0 

— 

— 

108.6 

— 

— 

March 

124.1 

133 . 5 

144. 5 

104.0 

108.6 

142.7 

118.9 

St,  Louis,  Mo. 

January 

125.5' 

140.0 

139.5 

» 

4 

107.2 

126.4 

119.4 

February 

125.1 

139.1 

139.5 

— 

107.3 

124.9  8/ 

119.5 

March 

124.9 

138.1 

139.6 

106.1 

107.3 

125.1*  ‘ 

119.9 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 
January 

132.0 

146.9 

141.8' 

.. 

.  92.6 

139.3 

131.3 

February 

131.2 

145.3 

141.8' 

-- 

92.6 

130.6  8/ 

131.3 

March 

131.6 

146.2 

142.1 

106.3 

92.6 

130.5 

131.5 

Savannah,  Ga. 

January  .  i 

! 

134.9  ! 

150.7 

143.4 

mm 

113.0 

145.9 

129. 5 

February 

135.1  j 

150.9 

143 . 7 

-- 

113.0 

146.8 

129.9 

March 

135.3 

150.7 

143.8 

— 

113.0 

152.3 

130.0 

Scranton,  Pa. 

J  anuary 

.. 

137.2 

111.0 

-February 

t 

.  136.9 

-- 

111.0 

-- 

-- 

.March 

124.3  ! 

135.9 

146.8 

111.0 

140.6  8/ 

115.3 

Seattle,  Wash. 

January 

! 

131.2  i 

143.4 

141.8 

•  i 

103.7 

141.2  . 

131.8 

February 

130.8  ! 

142.2 

142.3 

— 

103.9 

140.6  8/ 

132.0 

March 

131.4  j 

143.0 

143 . 7 

111.1 

103.9 

142.4 

132.3 

Washington,  D. "C. 

January 

126.1  i 

138.0 

150.2 

_ 

109.0 

139.9 

.126.8 

February 

126.1  1 

137.4 

150.4 

150.6 

— 

109.6 

I4O.4 

127.1 

March 

126.0  ! 

136.8 

1 

109.7 

140. 0 

127.2 

For  footnotes  1  through  7,  see  end  of  Table  1,  page  3. 

8/  Revised,  due  to  downward  adjustment  for  some  housefurnishings  of  prewar  quality 
Eased  on  additional  information  obtained  after  reappearance  of  these  goods  in  retail 
markets  in  1944. 

9/  Not  available.  Insufficient  data. 
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TABLE  5  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED  l/ 

FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Group  -  . 

Mar .13 
1945 
This 
Month  " 
2/ 

Feb. 13 
1945 

Last  . 
Month 

Mar . 14 
1944 

Year 

Ago 

May  18 

Hold 

the 

Line^/ 

May  12 
1942 

GMPR 

J  an . 14 

1941 

Little 

Steel 

Aug. 15 
19^9L 

War  in 
Europe 

Indexes , 

1935-39 

=  100.0 

ALL  FOODS 

?r 

135.9 

136.5 

134.1 

143.0  ' 

121.6 

97.8 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

log.  7 

108.7 

108.0 

107.6 

105.2 

94.9 

93.4 

Meats 

130.  S 

130.7 

130.6 

138.3 

124.3 

101.1 

95.7 

Beef  &  veal 

118.4 

113.4  • 

119.1 

131.2“ 

124.1 

109.4 

99.6 

Pork  • . 

112.4 

112.5 

112.3 

125.5 

123.2 

86.1 

88.0 

Lamb  ;  • 

•  *  .  ,  .  f 

"135.9 

135.5 

134.1 

141.6 

118.2' 

98.7- 

98.8 

Chickens  ; 

153.6  ' 

152.1 

150.2 

147.6 

113.4 

'  97.2* 

94.6 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

'214.3 

215.2 

220.2 

200.5 " 

150.9 

118.7 

99.6 

Dairy  products  i 

133.5 

1-33.5  . 

133.6 

136.9 

123.3 

105.1 

93.1 

Eggs  ..  !  .• 

140.7 

153.24/ 

135.5 

142.1 

115.4 

97.4 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

169.5 

168.9 

162.9 

190.8" 

128.7- 

•93.3 

92.4 

Fresh 

178.6  ' 

177.3 

170.6 

205.8' 

130.0 

93.4 

92.8 

Canned 

129.9 

129.8 

129.6 

131.1 

122.7 

91.4 

91.6 

Dried 

167.4 

167.0 

163.2 

158.0 

131.2 

■  99.6 

90.3 

Beverages 

124.5- 

124.5 

124.4 

124.5 

124.6 

90.9 

94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

123.7  ■ 

123.5 

123.5 

126.3 

122.4' 

80.3 

84.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

126.5 

126.3 

126.5 

127.6 

127.1 

95.3 

95.6 

•  -  *  -  Percent  Change  to  March  13 

>  1945- 

,  , 

/ 

ALL  FOODS 

.  * 

mm  mm 

-0.4 

1.3 

-  5.0 ‘  : 

11.8* 

39i0 

45.3 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

0‘ 

0.6 

1.0  > 

’3.3. 

14.5 

16.4 

Meats 

0.1 

0.2 

-  5.4 

5.2 

s  29.4 

36.7 

Beef  &  veal 

■  — :  ; 

0‘ 

-0.6 

-  9.8' 

-  4^6 

*  8.2 

18.9 

Pork 

•  ■  •* 

-0.1 

•  0.1 

-10.4 

-  8.8 

•  30.5 

27.7 

Lamb  #  i 

-- 

0.3 

1.3 

-  4.0 

*15.0 

'•  37.7 

37.6 

Chickens 

o.5 

2.3 

4.1 

35.4 

58.0 

62.4 

Fish,  fresh. &  canned  .  ■ . 

-r 

-0.4 

-2.7 

6.9 

42.0' 

80.5 

115.2 

Dairy  products 

•  T 

0 

-0.1 

-  2.5 

8.3' 

27.0 

43.4 

Eggs  \  .  .  ■  . . 

--  < 

-8.2 

3.3 

-  1.0 

21.9 

44.5 

55.1 

FruiV  \  vegetables 

— 

0.4 

4.1 

-11.2 

31.7 

81.7 

83.4 

,  Fre^u,  I 

-- 

0.4 

4.7 

-13.2 

37.4 

‘  91.2 

92.5 

„  -Canned  ... 

-- 

0.1 

0.2 

-  0.9 

5.9  * 

42.1 

41.8 

,  Dried, 

- ; 

0.2 

2.6 

5.9 

27.6 

68.1 

85.4 

Beverages 

— 

0 

0.1 

'  0 

-  0‘.1 

37.0 

31.2 

Fats  &  oils 

— 

0.2 

.  0.2 

-  2.1 

1.1 

54.0 

46.4 

Sugar  &  sweets 

-- 

0.2 

0 

-  0.9 

-  0.5 

32.7 

32.3 

l/  In  March  1943  the  number  of  cities  included  in  the  index  was  increased  from  51 
to  56^  and  the  number,  of  foods  from  54  to  61. 

2/  Preliminary.  . 

3/  The  President’s  ’’Hold -the -Line”  order  was  issued  on  April  0,  1943.  The  peak  of 
the  rise  which  led  to  this  order  was  reached  in  May,'  which  is,  therefore,  used 
for  this  comparison. 
u  Revised. 
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TABLE  .6  -  RETAIL  FOOL  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  CROUPS  OF  FOOLS  ' 
FEBRUARY  13,  1945  TO  MARCH  13,  1945 


■f  .  • 

City 

_  Cereals 

:  All  :  , 

r>  j  and 

jFoods:^  , 

Bakery 

•  •  ^ 

•  • 

8  jpairyj 

•  ,  'Pi-od-'  „ 

«®aiss  !uots  !  5<-s 

t  •  • 

•  •  t 

• 

[Fruits 

and 

!  Veg. 

• 

*  Bev-  *  Fats 

•  • 

er-  [  and 

[ages  [  Oils 

•  • 

• 

[  Sugar 
and 

• 

Sweets 

• 

• 

AVERAGE 

i  ■ 

1 

j-  0.4 

i 

0.0 

0.1 

0.0 

-  8.2 

0.4 

r  O.C 

0.2 

1 

1  '0.2 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

-  0.7 

-  0.1 

-  0.1 

0 

-  9.3 

-  3.1 

0 

0 

0 

Baltimore,  Md. 

-  0.3 

0 

0.7 

0.2 

-  3.6 

"*  1  #  v 

j  0.2 

0 

-  0.1 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

-  0.6 

-  0.5 

-  2.0 

0 

-  6.1 

4.3 

0 

-  0.5 

0 

Boston,  Mass. 

-  1.1 

0 

0.1 

0 

-  3.1 

-  2.7 

0 

0 

0.1 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

-  0.5 

0 

0 

0.1 

-  7.6 

0.2 

-  0.5 

0 

-  0.1 

Buffalo,  IT.  Y. 

-  0.3 

0.1  ' 

.0,2 

0 

-  6.8 

-  1.9 

-  0.3 

0 

0 

Butte,  Mont. 

0 

0.2 

0.9 

0.1 

-  4.1 

0.1 

-  0.2 

0.5 

-  0.2 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 

-  0.3 

0 

0.8 

0 

-  4.9 

-  0.7 

-  0.2 

0 

0.7 

Charleston,  S,  C. 

0.1 

0.3  ’ 

-  0.2 

0 

-10.7 

r»  ry 

O  ,  C-" 

0 

-  0.1 

0 

Chicago,  ,111. 

0.4 

-0.1  X 

0 

0.1 

-  S.S 

3.1 

0 

0.4 

0.2 

Cincinnati,  0. 

-  0.4 

-  0.1  ' 

0.1 

0 

-  3.0 

-  0.3 

0 

-  0.1 

0.5 

Cleveland,  0. 

-  0.4 

0.1 

0 

1 

o 

• 

>— J 

-  7.6 

Ojo 

0 

0 

-  0,2 

Columbus,  0. 

-  0.5 

0 

0.4 

0 

-'  9.9 

0.7 

0 

0.2 

0 

Dallas,  Tex. 

CL  7 

0 

0 

i'  o 

-  6.8 

4*  6 

0.1 

0.3 

0 

Denver,  Colo. 

O' 

0 

0.2 

0 

-  8.4 

1.4 

0 

0.1 

,  0 

Detroit,  Mich. 

-  0.2 

0.2 

0 

■-  0.1 

-  7.8 

0.7 

0 

0.4 

1.7 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

-  1.0 

0 

|-  0.2 

"  0 

-  3.0 

-  1.6 

0 

0.2 

0 

Houston,  Tex. 

-  0.4 

0 

0.4 

0 

-  7.1 

-  0.7 

-  0.3 

-  0.1 

0.1 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

-0.5 

0  - 

0.2 

0 

-10.4 

1.2 

-  0.2 

0.2 

0 

Jackson, ,  Mice* 

-  2.1 

-  0.2  • 

0.3 

-  0.1 

-24.0 

-  3.4 

0.1 

0 

0 

. ackscnville,  Fla. 

-  1.4 

0  ' 

0.7 

'  ■  0 

-19.7 

-  0.6 

0 

-  .0.1 

0.3 

L.ansas  City,  Mo.  • 

-  0.2 

0.1' 

-  0.2 

-  0.1 

-  ‘6.8 

1.0 

0.4 

0.1 

-  0.2 

Knoxville,  Term. 

-  1.3 

-  0.3' 

0.6 

0 

— 1 4 ,  o 

-  1.7 

0 

0 

0.1 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

-  O'.  3 

0.3’ 

0.2 

—  0.1 

-  7.3 

0.3 

0 

0 

0 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

0.6 

0 

-  0.2 

-  0.1 

-  7.6 

•i,  w 

-  0.2 

0.1 

"  0.1 

Louisville,  Ky, 

0.1 

0 

0. 4 

0.1 

-  7.4 

2.0 

0.5 

1.0 

0.1 

Manchester,  N.  H, 

-0,6 

0 

0.2 

-  0.1 

-  8.4 

-  0.9 

0 

0.1 

0 

Memphis,  Term. 

-  0.7 

0.4 

-  0.1 

0 

-  7.8 

-  0.3 

0.1 

-  0.4- 

Or  ’?. 

Mi  Iwauke  e ,  Wi sc. 

,0* 

0 

0.2 

-  0.1 

-  8.5 

2.6 

0 

0.1 

-0.3 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

-  0.3 

0 

0 

0 

-  5.8 

1.0 

-  0.1 

0.2 

0.1 

Mobile,  Ala. 

0*.l 

-  0.1' 

0.4 

0.1 

-  9.7 

2.1 

•  0.1 

-  0.1 

0.4 

Newark,  N.  J. 

-  0.6 

G 

0.7 

0.1 

-  9.9 

-  1.1 

0 

0.4- 

0.1 

Nov/  Haven,  Conn. 

-  0.9 

-  c.r 

0.3 

0.1 

-11.2 

-  1.1 

—  0.3 

-  C. 2 

0.2 

New  Orleans,  La. 

0.7 

-  0.3' 

0.6 

0.3 

-  6.5 

’  3.6 

0 

-  0.1 

0.3 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

-  0.7 

0 

-  0.2 

0 

-  8.4 

-  0.1 

0 

0.6 

•  0.2 

Norfolk,  Va. 

-  1.8 

0 

-  1.9 

u 

-15,4 

-  1.3 

0 

0 

0 

Omaha,  Ncbr. 

-  0.1 

0 

0,  3 

0.1 

-  5.9 

0.6 

0 

0 

0‘ 

Peoria,  Ill. 

-0.3 

O' 

0.5 

-  0.1 

-  6.6 

-  0.5 

0 

-  0.6 

‘  0.8 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

-  1.2 

-  0.5 

0 . 6 

o 

-  8.6 

-  2.6 

0 

O' 

0 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

-  1.3 

-  0.1 

O' 

0 

-  7.7 

-  3.1 

-  0.2 

•0.5 

-0.1 

Portland,  Me. 

-  0.'8 

c  ! 

0.4 

0.1 

-  9.3 

-  1.3 

o  • 

-  0.1 

0 

Portland,  Orog. 

-  0,4 

0.1 

0 

0 

-  7.8 

0.8 

’  i 

0 

0.2 

0 

Providence,  R.  I. 

0,2 

0 

-  0.2 

0.2 

-  9.5 

3.6 

0 

0 

-  0.6 

Richmond,  Va. 

-  1.1 

0 

-  0.7 

0 

-11.3 

0.6 

0.3 

0.2 

0.2 

» 


TABLE  6  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES  Pago  13 

PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS  OF  FOODS  March  1945 

FEBRUARY  13,  1945  TO  MARCH  13,  1945 


City 

• 

• 

* 

:  All 

rFoods 

• 

9 

Cereals 

and 

Bakery 

: Meats 

• 

• 

9 

• 

.Dairy 

.Prod- 

.acts 

• 

9 

9 

:  Eggs 

9 

9 

.Fruits 

9 

.  and 
Vog. 

Bev1- 

er- 

ages 

9 

• 

.  Fats 

• 

.  and 

.  Oils 

• 

Sugar 

and 

Sweets 

i 

Rochester,  N,  Y, 

~  1  o  0 

0,0 

0.0 

0,0 

*•*  6.5 

-  2.7 

'**  0o  1 

0,0 

o.o 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

-  0.7 

o 

0.1 

-  0.1 

-  6.3 

-  1.2 

0 

0.5 

0 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

-  0.5 

0 

Go  5 

0 

-  6.0 

-0,8 

0.1 

0,2 

0 

Salt  Lake  City, Utah 

-0.5 

-  0.2 

0,5 

0 

-7.0 

-  0.4 

.  0 

0 

-  0.2 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 

0.6 

0.1 

-  0.2 

0.2 

-  7.1 

3.9 

-  0.1 

-  0.1 

oa 

Savannah,  Ga» 

-  0,1 

0 

0.1 

-  0,1 

-  5.7 

0.9 

-  0.1 

-  oa 

0 

Scranton,  Pa. 

-  0.7 

-  0.2 

0.1 

0.5 

-  7.9 

-  1.3 

0 

-  0.3 

0 

Seattle,  Wash. 

0.6 

0 

0.8 

oa 

-  6.2 

3.9 

-  ca 

oa 

■■  0.4 

Springfield,  Ill. 

-  0.7 

~  0,1 

-  0.1 

0 

-  7.0 

-  1.4 

O' 

0 

0 

Wa  s  hin  gt  on ,  D .  C , 

-  0.4 

0 

0.  6 

0.1 

-  9,8 

~  0.2 

-  0.1 

0 

-  0.2 

W: i  chi  t  a ,  Kan  s  . 

0.2 

0.2 

-  O.S 

-  0.1 

-  7.2 

4.4 

0.1 

-  0.4 

0 

Winston-Salom,N .  C. 

-  0.7 

0 

0 

-  0.2 

-15,2 

a 

1.6 

-  0.2 

-  0.3 

J 

0.1 
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TABLE  7  -  DETAIL  POOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES  l/ 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  MARCH  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES 4  BY  CITIES 


Indexes 


I {1.935*39  .»  ^00. °2 


Percent  Change  to  March'  13 •  1945  from 


MaK  .13 

Feb.  13 

Fe  d  /1 3 

Mar  0 14 

May  18 

May  12 

Jan0i4 

Aug » 1  ■> 

{*+  *  ,L  w— 

v±  jy 

19 A 5  4/ 

1945  . 

'!  O’  O: 

"  0/  / 

—  4-'+ 

1943- 

1.948 

1941 

1939 

This 

Last 

' 

Last 

Year 

Hold 

GMPR 

Little 

Far  in 

Month 

Month  , 

Month 

At?  0 

the 

’[■in  t  / 

• 

Steel 

Europe 

. 

• 

AVERAGE 

135,9 

136.5 

1*3 

• 

’  -5,0  ■ 

11,8 

r  39.0 

, 

45.3 

Atlanta ?  Ga  * 

136,9 

137.8 

-0,7' 

2,9 

-4.2 

1347 

45,2 

4.8  *  0 

Baltimore ,  Md , 

144=1 

'  3,45,2  ' 

-0  p  8 

3c4 

-5. ,6 

>  7  - . 
4'«‘- 

ro  0 

y  >•*  0 

Burma  ngb am  -  .Ala «. 

139.8 

14  0 ,.  6 

-0 ,6 

2  6 

“0.6  ' 

16.0 

a  ..>  0  0 

54  cl 

Boston,  Mass a 

1.30,6 

‘  132 cl 

<**  -  l 

■  4 

loD 

-■■5  c,  4 

1.Q.4- 

37-2 

9C  *7 
^  y  0  • 

Bridgeport,  Conn*, 

132,8 

133.5 

-0f  5 

0o2 

“'8-,  2 

9,5 

37,6 

;  0  c 
4^- ,  y 

Buffalo,  14  Y,  ... 

rt  £  o 

— .  '  -•  *> 

»0.,8 

1  / 

--  O 

•8, 5 

8,0 

34*9 

an « 1 

Butte,  Mont, 

133, 2  , 

0 

0t  2 

-3,7 

9o6 

35,0  • 

41 » 6 

Cedar  Rapids,  la. 

139  c  04/ 

139.  W 

-0  c 

Ic3 

-5.7 

—  ,«v 

14  4 

>  /  q 

»«•  -■* 

Charleston,  S'.  C, 

TO/  O 

133.9 

0el 

1,  9 

-4,  5 

8*8  ■ 

39  0  7  ... 

40,9.. 

Chicago,  Ill. 

135,0 

334-5 

0*4 

*  ■? 

“4:  */ 

2.0.9 

37c.  5 

A1--  r 

Cincinnati.  0.- 

134  ol 

134*  6  i  -0,./ 

0,9 

-3-0 

9*6 

39.0 

Cleveland,  0. 

139.6 

140.1  {  -0.4 

-0*  5 

*4  c.  6 

12*5 

40*7 

49  0 1 

Columbus,  Op 

128,1 

123.8 

-0*5 

n  ^ 

U  a  y. 

-6,0 

8,0 

37,2 

45*4 

Dallas ,  Texas 

13.3.8 

132, 9 

0,7 

-  r? 

«3  >  2 

14*6 

/  ,*  f; 

44  a  >■ 

45  0  9 

Denver,  Colo. 

136.9 

136,9 

G 

0C9 

-4.8 

J 1 .4 

/  /  / 

47 » 7 

Detroit,  Mich. 

131  o  4 

131c  7 

-0, 2 

0.5 

-8, .4 

r?  / 

>  */+ 

J  *  J 

Fall  River,  Mass, 

130,6 

131,9 

*-,1 0  0 

1.5 

"v  A 
"  /  c  V 

8*1 

33*9 

Q 

7 

Houston,  Texas 

134.8 

135.4 

~0.4 

.0.1 

-6.2 

7.1 

31*4 

37.8 

Ind i anapoii s »  Ind . 

132  C1 

O  “ 

“'0,5 

0„8 

-  5  c.  8 

5.7 

34  c  5 

45*6 

Jackson,  Miss. 

147,41/ 

150  c  2.4/ 

/*) 

3c  5 

-3o9 

14.7 

39, 7 

••  «j» 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

142,8 

144  ..9 

-1,4 

2.-3 

^  O  i 

12,:,. 

/ '  c. 

/j./  u  0  y 

49  a 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

130,3  : 
156,34/ 

130*6 

-0,2 

0*4 

m  A  ,  5 

SOS 

9,7  I 

JL  .0 

y  O  / 

4|<4  1 

Knoxvill e ,  Term „ 

158,34/ 

"f  0 

*•  •  .  c 
—  *' 

3.0 

‘*0,2 

19  p  3 

61*0 

Little  Rock,  Ark* 

136,1 

136,5 

*~U  c  9 

2„2 

*4o0 

10.5  1 

42  *  4 

44  c  8 

Los  Angeles*  Calif. 

142,7 

i.41  c>  S 

Co  *6 

i  >3 

i!o4  1 

40,2 

50.8 

Loui sville ,  Ky . 

130,2 

130.1 

0,1 

0.-4 

— b  *  0 

6.2 

36,3 

42-4 

Manchester,  3  H. 

1.32,7 

133 , 5 

,3,0  -  0 

0,5 

-6,7 

7,0 

37*4 

39.8 

Memphis,  Tentu 

144.4 

145 -4 

-0.7 

0  / 

4,  c  4 

-3,8 

16 « 9  i 

53  *  3 

61*0 

Milwaukee >  Wise. 

133,8 

133,8 

0 

-1  *4 

-5,7  i 

11 « 7  ! 

39,5 

46.9 

Mi nn eap oils,  Minn * 

129,3 

129 ,7 

-0.3 

n  r 
<->  > 

-4  >2 

4  0  t 

^0  ? 

30*6 

36,1 

Mobile,  Ala. 

143.9 

143.8 

0  1 

O  3  _v. 

0e8 

-4*0 

13.5 

47*0 

50.7 

Newark,  N.  J. 

137.5 

133,3 

— 0 6 

-oa 

-3  ,4 

13.7  1 

39,2 

43,8 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

133.5 

134.7 

•0,9 

0,4 

•8.,  4 

IQ.  7  j 

39,5 

42,5 

Hew  Orleans,  La. 

151.0 

150,0 

0*7 

2,6 

’’It-  0 

17.1 

48.2 

54*7 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

136.4 

... 

3.37.3 

-0.7 

0,5 

•  C> 

'*’4  c  0 

15.6  1 
! 

37.1 

- - — 1 

48 .4 

For  footnotes,  see  page  iih 
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March  1945 

TABLE  8  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES  l/ 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  MARCH  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


Percent- Change  to  March  13  ,  1945  from 


Commodity 

Average 

Prices 

Feb. 13 
1945 

Mar. 14 
1944 

May  18 
1943 

May  12 
1942  ' 

Jan. 14 
1941 

Aug. 15 
1939 

* 

* 

% 

3/13/45 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

Hold 

the 

Line2/ 

GMPR  ' 

\ 

Little 
|  S  t  e  e  1 

.War  in 
Europe 

CEREALS  &  BAKERY  ^ PRODUCTS : 
Cereals : 

Flour,  wheat 

10  lb. 

(cents) 

64.2 

0 

-  1.5 

5.6 

| 

; 

24.4 

r 

!  ' 

55.1 

79.3 

•  Macaroni 

lb. 

15-7 

0 

0 

2.6 

10.6 

13.8 

12.1 

4v  *Uheat  cereal 

28  oz. 

23.1 

0 

-  0.9 

-  2.5 

-  4.1 

-  1.7 

-  4.5 

Corn  flakes 

8  oz. 

6.5 

0 

0 

-  4*4 

-  9.7 

-  8.5 

-  7.1 

* ■ Corn  meal 

lb. 

6.4 

0  ... 

8.5 

14.3 

36.2 

52.4 

60.0 

• *Rice 

M 

12.8 

0 

0 

0.8 

4.1 

62.0 

70.7 

•  Rolled  oats 

II 

10.3 

1.0 

18.4 

18.4 

19.8 

45.1 

45.1 

-*Flour,  pancake 

20  oz. 

12.3 

0  . 

2.5 

■  16.0 

3/ !  3/ 

3/ 

Bakery  products: 

•  Bread,  white 

lb. 

8.8 

0 

* 

0 

‘  -  1.1 

1.1 

12.8 

12.8 

•Brea#,  whole  wheat 

-  n 

9.6 

0 

-  1.0 

-  2.0 

1.1 

10.3 

9.1 

Bread,  rye 

n  . 

9.9 

0 

0 

0 

2.1 

10.0 

7.6 

‘Vanilla  cookies 

II  v 

28.9 

0.3 

1.0 

-  0.7 

4.3 

15.1 

3/ 

Soda  crackers 

ft 

18.9 

0 

0.5 

6.2 

15.2 

26.0 

27.7 

MEATS : 

Beef i  . 

Round  steak 

lb. 

40  *4 

-0.2 

-  3.6 

-13.7 

-  8.6 

4.7 

11.0 

Rib  roast 

If 

32.7 

-0.3 

-3.5 

-13.3 

-  3.8 

3.8 

13.1 

Chuck  roast 

It 

27.9 

-0.4 

-  4.5 

-12.3 

-  3.5 

l0.7 

24.0 

*Stew  meat 

If 

29.3 

-2.0 

-  7.6 

-16.3 

3/ 

3/ 

2/ 

Liver 

ft 

37.2 

-0.3 

-  0.8- 

-  0.8 

2/ 

2/ 

-2/ 

Hamburger  ,  . 

Veal: 

II 

27.5 

'  1  • 

0 

-  3.8 

-14.6 

.  2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

Cutlets 

lb. 

43.7 

-1.1 

-  4.4 

-14»8 

-18.5 

-  3.3 

2.8 

*Roast,  boned  &  rolled 
Pork: 

tl 

34.9 

-1.1 

-  1.4 

-7.4 

3/ 

2/ 

2/ 

Chops 

lb. 

37.0 

-0.5 

-  1.1 

-11.7 

-14.4 

27.1 

19.7 

Bacon,  sliced 

if 

40.9 

-0.2 

-  0.7 

-10.5 

4.1 

35.9 

34.5 

Ham,  sliced 

ii 

50.0 

0.2 

-  2.7 

-15.7 

-15.0 

10.9 

7.8 

Ham,  whole 

it 

34.9 

-0.9 

-  1.4 

-12.3 

-  7.7 

33.2 

27.4 

'  Salt* pork 

n 

22.0 

-1.3 

-  2.2 

-10.9 

-  8.3 

31.7 

42.9 

*Liver 

n 

22.1 

0.5 

-  0.5 

-  6.4 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

*Sausage 

ii 

38.5 

0.5 

0 

0.5 

2/1 

2/ 

2/ 

*Bologna,  big 

Lamb: 

ti 

33.6  ! 

i 

-0.9 

1 

-  2.6 

-  0*6 

yl 

2/ 

2/ 

Leg 

lb. 

39.7  ! 

-0.3  | 

-  1.0 

-  5.0 

17.5  | 

42.8 

43.8 

Rib  chops 

ti 

45.3  | 

0.2  j 

-  0.2 

-  6.8  ! 

i 

i 

9.7  ! 

1 

29.4 

23.4 

For  footnotes,  see  page  18. 
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AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  MARCH  1945 
.  •  FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 
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. . Percent  Change  to  March  13,  i945~from 


Commodity 


average 
Prices 
3/13/4 


Feb.  13  IMar.Hitfcy  18|May  12 


-  £  ! 
I 

1 


1945 

Last 

Month 


(cents) ! 


MEATS:  (continued) 

Poultry; 

Roasting  chickens  4/  ib,i 

Fish;  .  ' 

Fish  (fresh,  frozen)  hj  lb.! 
Salmon,  pink  16  oz.  coni 

*Si  .mon,  red 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS; 

Butter 
Cheese 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered) 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery) 


1 


lb.  | 
»  I 
qt.i 


n 


Milk,  evaporated  14-g-  oz.  canj 


EGGS; 

JEggs,  fresh  4/ 


doz. 


FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES; 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables; 
Fresh  fruits; 

Apples 
Bananas 
Oranges 
^Grapefruit 
Fresh  vegetables; 

Beans,  green 
Cabbage 
Carrots 
Lettuce 
Onions 
Potatoes 
Spinach 
Sweetpotatoes 
*3eets 

Canned  fruits  and  vegetables; 
Canned  fruits; 

Peaches 
Pineapple 
Grapefruit  juice 


lb. ! 

H  ! 
■  I 

doz.  | 
ea .  j 
1 

lb. ! 

II  I 

I 

bunch! 
head! 
lb.  j 
15  lb.  i 
lb.! 

11  j 
bunch ! 


7^2  2  oanj 


#2  can 


For  footnotes,  see  page  13. 


1944 

Year 

Ago 


1943 
Hold'" 
the 
''Line  2/ 


T 


Jan, 14 | Aug .15 
1941  !  1939 


1942 


GUPR  | Little j War  in 


Steel 


Europe 


J 


46.2 

0.5 

2.3 

!  4.1 

35.4 

58.0 

1 

62.4 

2/ 

-  0.5 

•  3.2 

7.7 

50.9 

36.4 

j  119.9 

.23.6 

0.4 

-  2,5 

-  1.7 

3.3 

50.3 

84.4 

41.1 

1.5 

-  4.6 

-  0.7 

2.8 

55.7 

!'■  • 

77.9 

49.9 

j  , 

9 

-  0,6 

-10.3 

9.2 

31.3 

62.5 

35*8 

’  0,8 

«  0.3 

-  6.8 

5.3 

32.6 

44.9 

15.6 

0 

0 

0 

4.7 

20.0 

30.0 

14.5 

'  0 

0 

0.7 

7.4 

21.8 

31.8 

10.0 

0 

0 

1 

-  i.oj 
! 

14.9 

40.8 

i 

j 

49.3 

49.9 

-8.2 

4  . 

3.3 

j 

1 

1 

i 

1 

- 1.0  j 

i 

1 

! 

21.9 

1 

t 

44.5 

1 

i 

. 

55.1 

11.4 

1.8 

1 

j 

- 1.7  j 

i 

1 

-11.6! 

52.0 

i' 

119.2 

159.1 

10.3 

0 

-  8.8 1 

-12.0 1 

-14.2 

56.1 

68.9 

44.4 

1.1 

6.0  J 

5.2 

4-1  •  4 

62,6 

'41.0 

9.0  j 

- 

• 

'  2.3 

20.0! 

,■  ♦ 

! 

15.4 

i 

42.9 

2/ 

2/ 

20.2 

-  1.5 

f 

A  O  1 

o.V  ; 

1 

16.  li 

50.7 

44.3 

180.6 

5.5 

-14.1 

7.8  j 

-52.2 | 

22,2 

61.8 

41.0 

7.3 

-10.3 

-  9.3  i 

-  4.9! 

18.2 ! 

30.0 

69.6 

12.1 

14.2 

15.2| 

-26.7 | 

31.5! 

44  •  0  i 

44  •  0 

5.4 

-  3.5 

' -34.1 ! 

-37.2 

-20.6 

50.0 

50.0 

77.4 

‘  2.8 

*  21.7! 

-16.31 

46.01 

-165.1 

125.0 

11.6 

-  8.7 

i 

12.6  i 

0  ; 

1 

56.8  j 

58.9 

43.7 

9.4 1 

4.4 

-14c 5; 

-47.5! 

74.1 1 

88.0 

70.9 

9.4  1 

1.1 

0.8  j 

i 

i 

-19.0! 

! 

i 

2/ 

2/ 

■  rt- 

2/ 

t 

27.9  | 

0.7 

» 

i 

{ 

3.0 1 

! 

1 

5.3  j 

19.7 

69.1 

63.2 

26. S  i 

1.5! 

-  2.51 

**  6.6! 

-  i.x  i 

28.2 

27.6 

14.4  ! 

°  j 

0  i 

! 

2.9  J 

46.9; 

__  y  j 

2/ 
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TABLE  B  (continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES  l/ 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  MARCH  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


|  Percent  Change  to _ Mar ch 13 ^  1945  from 


Commodity 


FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES;  (continued); 
Canned  vegetables; 

Beans,  green  $2 

Corn 
Peas 

Tomatoes 

*Soup,  vegetable  11  oz. 
Dried  fruits  and  vegetables; 
Dried  fruits; 

Prunes 

Dried  vegetables; 

Navy  beans  • 

*Soup,  dehydrated, 
chicken  noodle 


BEVERAGES ; 
Coffee 
Tea 

*Cocoa 


4 

l 


1 

Febll'cV 

■ 

Mar . 14 

|  May  18 

Average 

1945  | 

.1944.. 

;  1943 

|  ;  . - - — i 

l  Prices  j  T  .  j 

3/13/45]  j^nth  j 
_  ..  . !  i 

Tear 

Ago 

f  Hold . 

i  the 
|  Line 2/ 

(cents) 

! 

! 

.  l 

V 

i 

t 

i 

led) 

j 

i 

! 

can 

13.1 

o  1 

-  2.2 

-.12.7 

?; 

14.8 

0  ! 

2.1 

5  7 

j  •  t 

H 

13.3 

0  j 

-  1.51  -14.2 

H 

i 

0.81 

0.8!  -  5.5 

can 

13.4 

• 

0  : 

\ 

j 

0 

2.3 

lb. 

1  ■  ’’  4 

17.5 

: 

1.7! 

j 

4.2 

6.7 

lb. 

11.3 

0.9| 

6.6 

13.0 

oz. 

3  7 

J  a  i 

0  1 

1 

( 

0 

, 

0 

. 

ib 

30.3 

. 

i 

o  ! 

1.3 

1.0: 

lb. 

24.1 

0 

.  1.3 

12.1 1 

lb. 

10.4 

1.0; 

5.1 

13.0; 

r 


j  j 

|  GI.IPR  !  Littlej  War  in 
Steel  j Europe 


FATS  AND  OILS; 

Lard 

Shortening  other  than  lard; 
In  cartons 
In  other  containers 
Salad  dressing 
Ole  om  ar  g  ar  i  ne 
Peanut  butter 
*0il,  cooking  or  salad 


lb.|  18.8 


ib.j 

"  i 

pint ; 

lb. ! 
»»  ! 

pint ' 


SUGAR  AND  SWEETS ; 
Sugar 

Corn  sirup 
*Mol asses 
*Apple  butter 


lb. ; 
24  oz. | 
18  oz. I 
16  oz. : 


20.0 

24.6 

25.6 

o  /  1 

28.3 

30.7 


•6.7 
15.8 
15.7 
13.6 


0 

-.0.5 
-  0.4 

.  0  I 
0  ! 
.  o  ! 
o  ! 


o 

o 


o 
o 

-  0.8 

.  '0  I 

0  j 
-  i.o  i 
0.31 


-  1.6 

-  1.0 

1.2  | 
1.6  | 
2.6  I 
-12.9  | 
0.7  ! 


-  0.6 j  -  1.3  1 

•0.7  3.0 1 


-  1.5  j  -  1.5! 
0  i  1.3  ! 


_ L 


0.6  ! 

5.4  i 


-  6.4 

13.8 

-15.8 

0 

2/ 


42.3 

25.6 

2/ 


4.8 

7.6 

2.0 


5.0 

1.0 

-  4.7 

0.8 

7.6 

5.2 

2/ 


-  2.9! 
6.8 
8.3 

2/ 


31,0! 

38.31 


31.0 
42.3 
0.8j  -  2.2 
40.7 


44.0 

3/ 


82.3! 

j 

73. 8i 
\ 

2/  I 


46.4 
36.91 
14.3  j 


3/ 

98.9 

94.8 

3/ 


35.9 
40.1 

20.9 


102.2  .89.9 


77.0  j 
34*4  i 
27.4i 
54.5 1 

58. l! 
3/  i 


31.4! 
16.2| 
17.2  j 
3/  i 


70.9 

21.8 

2/ 

46.1 

58.1 
3/ 


28.8 

15.3 

15.4 

2/ 


l/  Data  are  based  on  51  cities  combined  prior  to  1943  and  on  56  cities  combined 
from  January  1943  to  date. 

2/  The  President's  "Kold-the-Line"  order  issued  April  8,  1943.  The  peak  of  the 
rise  which  led  to  this  order  was  reached  in  May,  which  is,  therefore',  used  for 
this  comparison. 

2/  Not  priced  in  earlier  period. 

u  Percent  change  computed  on  the  index. 

5/  Composite  price  not  computed. 

*  Not  included  in  the  index. 


For  release 
May  25,  1945 
in  P.M,  papers 
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U,S,  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Bureau  of  La  bor  Statistics 
Washington  25,  D.  0. 

GOST  OF  LIVING  AND  RETAIL  COSTS  OF  FOOD  -  APRIL  1945 


a,  I  |  "rhe  ELS  index  indicates  average  changes  in  retail-  prices  of  selected  goods,  rents, 

T  i  and  services,  bought  by  families  of  wr£e  earners  and  lower-called  vrorKers  2n  ln.t.e 

cities*  The  items  covered  represented  70  peroent  of  i^be  expenditures  o 
who  had  incomes  ranging  from  $1250  to  $2000  in  1934—33 * 

*  Th«  index  does  not  show  the  full  wartime  effect  on  the  cost  of  living  of  such 

factors  as  lowered  quality,  disappearance  of  lcw-priced  goods  ond  forced  cb&npco  x.i 

housing  and  eating  away  from  home# 

It  does  not  measure  changes  in  total  "living  oosts"  •—  that^is,  j^n , t fe  t o tpl  en^unt 
families  3 pend  for  living#  Income^Eaxcs  and  bond  subscriptions  are  not  included# 

j  For  a  description  of  the  methods  used  in  computing  the  index,  ask  for  •Description 
of  the  Cost  of  Living  Index  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  #  For  an  appia^al 
of  the  factors  enumerated  above,  see  the  report  of  "the  president’s  Committee  cn  the 
Cost  of  Living^  November  l'j,  1944#  _ __ _ _ _ ! 

Continued  shortages  of  meats,  of  some  cotton  clothing  and.  of  other  low  priced 
cost  of  living  items  were  the  most  important  factors  in  the  retail  situation  in  mix - 
April,  Secretary  of  Labor  Perkins  said  today,  "Prices  of  cost  of  living  items  re¬ 
mained  high#  Increases  wore  small  (0,2  percent),  and  mostly  seasonal  ram  mia-e. 

to  mid -April,"  she  said. 

"Since  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  Europe ,  prices  of  living  esseiit^ls^uro  up 
28,9  percent,  not  including  an  allowance  of  3  to  4  points  for  quality]  courio?-  io 
and  uptrading  not  included  in  the  index.  The  Bureau  of  Labor  owatisticts  \o«.st^oi^ 
living  index  for  April  15,  1945  is  127.1  percent  of  the  1935-39  average, -.0 

.  i  j  1  -  *' — ^  — *'** 
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percent  above  the  level  of  a  year  ago, 

"During  the  latter  half  of  March  and  the  first  half  of  April  average  food 
costs  rose  0#5  percent  and  are  1.5  percent  higher  than  last  year  at  this  time. 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  were  up  2.6  percent  over  the  month,  primarily  because 
of  advances  which  wore  mostly  seasonal,  for  oranges,  apples,  lettuce,  potatoes, 
cabbage,  and  carrots, 

"There  was  little  change  in  quoted  prices  of  meat,  but  it-  was  practically  un¬ 
obtainable-  in  many  cities.  Approximately  80  percent  of  the  retailers  surveyed  y 
the  Bureau  in  the  early  part  of  the  week  of  April  17  had  no  pork  or  veal  .or  sale, 
and  over  50  percent  had  no  beef  or  lamb.  It  was  reported  that  many  markers  were 
holding  their  limited  supplies  for  sales  on  Fridays  or  Saturdays  to  regular 
customers.  All  prices  collected  by  the  Bureau  are  obtained  from .established  re¬ 
tailers,  without  inquiry  as  to... the  sources  of  supplies.  Over  ceiling  prices  are  in¬ 
cluded  but  rundcr  the  counter’  or  'back  door'  sales  are  not  represented# 

"Clothing  costs  advanced  0.2  percent  during  the  month,  and  are  now  5.0  percent 
above  last  April's  levels,  reflecting  the  continuing  shortage  of  low-cost .clothing 
items.  During  late  March  and  early  April  there  wore  scattered  increases  m  cos  s 
of  women's  rayon  underwear  and  men's  white  broadcloth  shirts.  Cotton  nousedresses 
continued  to  advance  on  the  average,  although  prices  in  a  few  cities  declined  as 
directive;  garments  produced  under  WFB-OPA  programs  became  available*  Fricos  ot 
men's  work  clothing  showed  minor  price  changes* 

"Prices  of  house  furnishings  articles  and  miscellaneous,  goods  .and  services  were 
up  slightly  (0,1  percent)  between  mid-March  and  mid-April,  reflecting  small  scatter¬ 
ed  advances,  and  are  respectively,  8.9  percent  and  2.3  percent  above  laso  year  s 
levels, 

/  ~  s  ( more ) 
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"Fuel,  electricity  and  ice  costs  declined  0,2  percent  on  the  average  during 
the  month  ending  April  15,  ..This  decrease  resulted  from  -discontinuing  the  extra 
charges  tor  one-ton  deliveries  for  anthracite,  -bituminous  coal  and  coke  temporarily 
allowed,  by  the  OFA.  in  several  cities,  '  * 

.  ..  *  i  .  -4 

"Rents  were  not  surveyed  in  April." 


NOTE :  General  explanation  of  tables: 

>*  x  :  . 

The  indexes  are  based  on  time— to-time  changes  in  the  cost,  of  goods 
and  services  purchased  by  wage  earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in. 
large  cities.  They  do  not  indicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in 
one  city  than  in  another. 

Data  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  Janu¬ 
ary  1941,  on  tables  1  and  2,  which  have  been  estimated  for  January  1, 
the  date  used  in  the  "Little  Steel"  wage  formula  of  the  National  War  ' 
Inbor  Board,  by  assuming  an  oven  rate  of  change  from  December  15,  1940- 
to  the  next  pricing  date.  V.  • 

The  President’s  "Hold -the -Line"  order  was  issued  April  8,  1943. 

The  peak  of  the  rise  which  led  to  this  order  was  reached  in  May,  which 
is,  therefore,  used  for  this  comparison, 

llPJi  prices  .arc  collected  monthly -in  5&c  it  ids  ■»  during  the  first 
four  days  of  the  week  which  includes  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth 
o.i  the  month.  Aggregate  costs  of  foods  in  each  city,  weighted  to 
represent  food  purchases  of  families  of  wage  .earners  and  lower-salaried . 
.  workers,  have  boon  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use.  of 
population  weights.  In  March  1943  the  uumber  of  cities  included  in 
the  food  index  was  increased  from  51  to  56,  and  the  number  of  foods 
from  54  to  61.  '  * 

Prices  of  clothing,  house f urn is h lugs ,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and - 
obtained  in  34  large  cities  in  March,  June,  September, 
and  December.  In  intervening  months,  prices  arc  collected  in  21  of  • 
the  34  cities  for  a  shorter  list  of  goods  and  services. 

SQ-Ofe*  arc  now  surveyed  semiannually  in  most  of  the.  34  cities  (in 
March  and  September,  or 'in  June  and  December).  > In  computing  the  all 
items • indexes  for  individual  cities  and  the  rent  index  for  the  average 
of  lc.rge  cities,  because  of  the  general  stability  of  average  "rents  at 
the  present  time,  the  indexes  are  held  constant  in  cities  not  surveyed 
during  the  current  quarter,  .  •  - 

Prices  for  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  are  collected  monthly  in  34 
large  cities.  „ 
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TABLE  1  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN 


Large  cities  combined* 


FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND- PERCENT .  'CHANGES 


Apr. 

19*45 

Mar. 

19U5 

Apr. 

19U+ 

May 

1943 

Hay 

19*42 

Jan, 

19/4 1 

Aug. 

1939 

Group 

’ 

- - — . — - - 

This 

Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

"Hold 

the 

Lino”  * 

GMPR 

"Little 

Steel" 

* 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

ALL  ITEMS 
Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

,  Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
House  furnishings  : 
Miscellaneous 


ALL  ITEMS 
Food 

Clothing 
Rent  1/ 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuel's  and  ic'e 
House furni s  Kings 

Li  i  s  c  e  1 1  ano  ou‘s 

 ‘  7 


3Bdo.3ca»y  1935-39  »  100,,  0 


■I27.I. 

126.6 

12/4.6 

125.1 

116.0 

100.8 

98.6 

156.6 

135.9 

•  13ii.6 

163.0 

121.6 

97.6 

93.5 

1/464 . 0 

l/43»7 

137.1 

127.9 

126.2 

101.2 

100.3 

-- 

108. 3 

10a.  1 

106.0  • 

109.9 

105.0 

10A.5 

109.6 

110.0 

109.9 

107.6 

IO6.9 

100.6 

97.5 

9.3. 5 

95 « 5 

96.0 

96. 1 

96. 6 

97.5 

99.0 

123.7 

12/4.1 

123.5 

116. 7 

112.9 

106.0 

96. 3 

•  1/4/4*  7 

1*4.5 

.  132.9 

125.1 

122.2 

100.2 

100.6 

■123.7 

•125.6 

• 

0 

CvJ 

H 

115.3 

110.9 

101.8 

100.8 

Percent  Change  to 

April  1 

966 

, 

mm  ^ 

0.2 

2.0 

1.6 

9*6  . 

26.1 

26.9 

•  -  - 

-  0. 3  - 

1.5 

-6*5 

12.3 

60.0 

66. 1 

< 

•  0.2 

5.0 

12.6 

I/4.I 

.  &2.3- 

63*6 

—  — 

-- 

0.2 

0.3 

-1.5 

3.1 

3.8 

— 

•  -0. 2 

-0.1 

2.0 

6.7 

.  8.9 

12.6 

«•  «■» 

0 

-0.5 

-0.  D 

-1. 1 

-2.1 

-- 

-0.3  ■ 

0.2 

6.2 

9.6 

16.9 

.  28.5' 

— 

0.1 

6,9 

15.7 

18.6 

lih.h 

63.8 

mm  mm 

•  0. 1 

2.3 

7.3 

11.5 

21 .5 

23.2 

*  Set  general  explanation  of  tables  on  pare  2. 
1/  Percent  change  to  March,  19/1.5*  • 
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TABLE  2  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  URGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  APRIL  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  NT  CITIES 


AVERAGI 


Baltimore,  Md. 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Chicago,  Ill, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
C le ve land ,  Ohi o 
Denver,  Colo. 

Detroit,  Mich, 

Houston,  Tex, 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Minneapolis ,  Minn, 

New  York,  N.  -  Y.. 

Phi lade lphia }  Pa, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

San  Francisco,  Calif.  1/ 
Savannah,  Ga. 

Seattle,  Wash, 

Was h in g  t  on ,  D .  C , 


Mar,  | 

1945 

Apr.  " 

1944 

May 

1943 

■ 

i 

£  i?l 

ro  ^  i 

- 1 

Jan . 
1941 

All  g. 
1939 

T  **v  C  T 
.Ijo.o 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

"Hold 

the 

Lind*  * 

GIIPR 

"Little 

Steel" 

* 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

0.2 

2,0 

1.6 

9.6 

04  -i 

a.O  ,  J.  _ 

23.9 

0.2  ' 

2.6 

1.4 

10.0 

29.1 

31.7 

0,3 

2.4 

3.9 

10.1 

23.6 

32.7 

0 

1.4 

0 , 5 

8.4 

24.0 

2.6 . 6 

-0.1 

•i  r* 

J.  •  O 

1  -1.3 

5.5 

24.7 

29.0 

0.4 

2.0 

1  & 

,L  t  - 

8.6 

25.0 

0.4 

1.4 

2,6 

9.-6 

27.5 

30.5 

0.3 

1.0 

3.,  o 

9.5 

27 . 5 

30.1 

o .  4 

•  o  • i 

1.7 

9.4 

26. 5 

28.3 

0.4 

2.1 

0.4 

7.6 

26.5 

•29.7 

0.6 

1.9 

0.9 

8.0 

23.0 

24.6 

0.3 

2.1 

2.4 

10,0 

27.  5 

27.3 

0.6 

p.2 

3.3 

10 . 1 

26.8 

90  /, 

0.1 

1,2 

1.1 

6.3 

21.0 

2  b  •  o 

0,2 

1,6 

0  C 

.  J 

12.4 

26.0 

Og  -6, 

A-O  .  ; 

-0.1 

‘  1.9 

0.9 

9.3 

26,9 

28.7 

0.5 

2,2 

2.6 

10.7 

26.7 

30.3 

0.2 

1.3 

1.0 

3.3 

24.0 

27.6 

0.6 

3.4 

o  z 

.  '  •  J 

-to  <> 

_U. .  o 

30.3 

33 . 5 

0 

1.4 

2.6 

11.9 

33.4 

-36.3 

n 

v/ 

2.7 

1,5 

8.4 

23 , 7 

31.0 

0.2 

i  2,4 

p  i 

10.1 

i 

26,4 

23.1 

j 


* 


See 


general  explanation  of  tabl 


i/  Index  for  Mar,  15,  1945  revise 


on 

All 


■  v"! 


2. 


items  131,8. 
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TABLE  3  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES ,  APRIL  1945 


Indexes,  1935-39  -  100,0 


All 

I  terns 

Fuel, 

I  House- 

Mis cel- 

Oitv 

Food 

Olothinv 

Electric- 

furnish- 

_ 

1 

ity  &  Ice 

ings 

laneous 

AVERAGE 

127,1 

136.6 

144.0 

109,8 

144.7 

123.7 

Atlanta,  Ga, 

137,3 

mm 

115.9 

... 

Baltimore,  Md, 

130.0 

144.9 

147.1 

108.7 

149,6 

123.4 

B irmin gham ,  Ala , 

130,7 

141.1 

141.5 ' 

104,8 

139.5 

125.2 

Boston,  Mass, 

122,9 

130.8 

140.7 

120,2 

143.6 

117,7 

Buffalo,  N,  Y.  ' 

127,1 

134.7 

141.5 

106,9 

136.7 

125.7 

Chicago,  Ill, 

126,5 

136,2 

139.4 

105,2 

138.0 

122.3 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

127 .0 

135.0 

146.1 

106.2 

141.7 

125.2 

Cleveland ,  Ohio 

130,1 

140.7 

3.45,3  • 

112,5 

144- •  0 

122.6 

Denver,  Colo, 

126,5 

137,9 

135.8 

104,1 

155.0 

122.6 

Detroit,  Mich, 

127,  S 

132,1 

141.4 

112.3 

156.9 

129,6 

Houston,  Tex, 

125.5  . 

136.7 

139.4 

91.1 

143.9 

123.4 

Indianapolis ,  Ind , 

«•  «• 

133,3 

112.2 

J a  cks  onville ,  Fla , 

— ■  mm 

145,5 

113 . 9 

• 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

125-5 

131.5 

■  144.1  • 

110.2 

131.3 

126,3 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

130.0 

141.4  ■ 

09  ^ 

/  &  t  9 

143.6 

126.7 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

-- 

132,7 

127,4 

Memphis,  Tenn, 

•m  mm 

145,2 

~mm 

105.5 

MM 

mm  mm 

Milwaukee ,  Wis , 

— 

134.3 

mm  mm 

109. 5 

-•  mm 

mm 

Minneapolis,  Minn, 

123.2 

129, 5 

■  140.1 

102,6  . 

1.38.7 

123.0 

Mobile,  Ala, 

•»  •• 

144.9 

mrn  mm 

102.7 

New  Orleans,  La, 

-- 

152,5 

_  „ 

100.1 

mm  mm 

»•  mm 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

•127.3 

136.3 

.  149.6 

114.1 

134,3 

125,9 

Norfolk,  Va, 

-- 

140.1 

119.7 

Philadelphia ,  Pa , 

125,9 

134.2 

145.3 

109.4 

144.6 

121,0 

Pi tts burgh ,  Pa , 

128.2 

135,4 

166 , 0 

112.0 

145.6 

120.0 

Portland ,  Maine 

mm  mm 

131.3 

mm  mm 

119.2 

mm  mm 

-•  mm 

Portland ,  Ore g , 

— 

i  in  t 

mm  mm 

117,1 

mm  mm 

mm 

Richmond,  Va, 

1 

mm  mm 

133,2 

mm  mm 

108.6  1 

mm  mm 

mm^ 

St,  Louis,  Mo, 

125,2 

.  139.0 

139.9 

107.3 

125.2 

119.9 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

132,6 

.  146.4 

142.0 

92.6 

130,5 

132,3 

Savannah,  Ga, 

135.3 

150.8 

.  143.9 

j 

113.0 

153,5 

129.9 

Scranton,  Pa, 

-- 

136,4 

1 

111,0 

_  mm 

Seattle,  Wash, 

131,4 

143.0 

1  /  /  ! 

•■■'■h'-'r  * 

103 . 9 

142,4' 

132.3 

Washington,  D,  C, 

126.3 

.  137.8 

— - L 

.  151.0 

109.1 

140,1 

127,3 

*  Seo  goneral  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2, 
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TABLE  ' 


u 


CG°  ° 


PERG.ii.-NT  CRAE 


«#k«*  .1 
1T1  V  -.v-t  1 


OF 


FRQM 


ri'Tf 


JS  BY 
MARCH  1945 


.IN 
GROUPS , 


LARGE  CITIES* 


BY  Cl TIE 


TO  APRIL  194:5 


..  .'city 

All . 
Items 

t 

Food 

t 

Clothing 

Fuel, 
Electric¬ 
ity  1  Ice 

House - 
f  ur  n  is  11- 
in  gs 

i  Mis cel 
lane on 

■  •  /  '■  ■  ■ 

/>  T7  >  a  ftti 

n  Vir  ^.urj 

, 

0  ? 
v  -  »  /*. 

0.5 

i 

V./  ft 

-0.2 

0.1 

0.1 

A 1 3.  an  tu  ,  Ga , 

M* 

0,3 

n.  M 

0 

Baltimore,  MG, 

0,2 

0.6. 

-0.4 

-0.5 

0-.1  ■ 

0.1 

Biiviingham ,  Ala , 

0,3 

0.9- 

-0.1 

0 

-0.3 

0 

Boston,  Mass , 

0. 

0.4 

0- 

-0.4 

0.4 

O' 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

-0.1 

-0,4- 

0.4 

-0.3 

-O’.l 

0 

Chicago,  Ill. 

* 

o ,  4 

0.9- 

0.3 

0 

O’ 

0.1 

C  in c  inns,  t i ,  Ohi  o 

0.4 

.0,7, 

0,3 

0 

0 

* 

0 

Cleveland ,  Ohi o 

0,3 

0,8. 

0.1 

0 

0.1  • 

0 

Denver,  Colo, 

0.4 

0.7. 

0.1 

0 

-0.2 

.0,3 

Detroit,  Mich. 

0.4 

n  c 

0,  v  ‘ 

1.1 

-0,3 

0.4 

1  0.1 

Houston,  Tex, 

0.6 

.L.  4  * 

0.2 

0 

0.1 

0.1 

Indianapolis Ind. 

• 

—  .  . 

0,9. 

-- 

o 

mm 

Ja c ks on vi lie,  Fla , 

««•  mm 

1.9  . 

.  3  1 

0 

, 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

0,3 

9.9- 

-0. 1 

0 

•0.1 

-0.1 

Los’  Angeles ,  Calif, 

'  0.6 

1  9 

-i-  f  *  V 

n  ) 
v  ,  4 

0 

0.3 

0.3 

Manchester,  U.  L. 

— 

0  . 

-0.1 

mm  mm 

Memphis ,  Tenn, 

—  — 

0,6  . 

0 

|D 

• 

Milwauke o ,  Wis , 

-* 

-- 

/"»  / 

1 J  •  ’  r  • 

--  r 

0 

4  •* 

«H  M. 

-- 

Minneap ol is ,  ? iiinn , 

0,1. 

0  o 

0  - 

. 

:  0 

- 

'  0  ■ 

0.3 

Mobile,  Ala , 

-- 

0,7  . 

mm  mm 

0 

New  Orleans,  La, 

1,0  .. 

mm  mm 

•  0.1 

on 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

0.2. 

0.3:  > 

0.1- 

0 

o;.i 

0.1 

Norfolk,  V& ,  * v 

••  •*  ••  • 

~  L  ’ ,  9 

mm 

0 

4 

? 

Phi lade Iphia ,  Pa , 

> 

i 

-0.1.. 

-0,1  . 

0.3' 

-1.0 

’0,3' 

0.2 

Pittsburgh',  ?a. 

•  c.5. 

1 

1,2.  4 

-0,2  • 

0 

DM 

0.1 

Portland,  Maine 

.  : 

«... 

-0,1  J 

'  •  0 

Por t land ,  Ore  . 

•.  | 

— 

1.1 

■** 

0.4 

• 

mm 

Richmond s  Va. 

-0.2 

► 

-  * 

0 

mm 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

0.2, 

0.7 

0 , 2  « 

-  0 

0,1 

'  0  i 

S  an  'Fran  c  is  c  6 ,  C  a  1  i  f . 

a/ 

i 

0.6  . 

1.5  . 

-0,,1  u 

0 

0  ■ 

O' 

Savannah,  Ga. 

» 

0  . 

0,1 

0 . 1  • 

0 

0.8  "  . 

-0.1 

Scranton,  Pa. 

4  • 

— 

0.4 

*.  — 

0 

mm  mm 

. 

Seattle,  Wash, 

o  , 

0 

0,5 

0 

0  * 

0 

Washington,  D*.  C. 

j 

►  i 

„ L 

r  o 
0«<,  .  j 

0.7 

0.3  • 

-0.5 

-0.4 

-i 

0.1 

I-/ 


See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2, 

’*.  All  items  131.8,  Miscellaneous  130,3 
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TABLE  5  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED* 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Page  7 
pril  1945 


Apr.  17’ 

Mar . 13 

Apr .18 

May  18 

May  12  1 

Jan. 14 

Aug. 15 

1945 

Th  j  s 

1945 

19U 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1939 

Group 

"Hold 

"Little 

Steel" 

Month 

Month 

1/ 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

the 

Line"* 

GMPR 

Before 
War  in 

■ 

i 

*  2/ 

Europe 

Indexes,  1935-39  **  100.0, 

ALL  FOODS 

136.6 

135.9 

134.6 

143.0 

121.6 

97.8 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

•  108.9 

108.7 

108.0 

107.6 

105.2 

94.9 

93.4 

Meats 

130.8 

130.8 

130.0 

138.3 

124.3 

101.1 

95.7 

Beef  &  veal 

118,6 

118.4 

119 . 1 

131.2 

124.1 

109.4 

99.6 

Pork  .  - 

•  112.4- 

112.4 

112.1 

125.5 

123.2 

86.1 

88.0 

Lamb  . 

135.9 

135.9 

134.3 

141.6 

118.2 

98.7 

98.8 

.  Chickens 

154.3 

153.6 

150.4 

147.6 

113.4 

97.2 

94.6 

Fish,  .fresh  &  canned 

211.9 

214.4® 

210.4 

200.5 

150.9  ‘ 

ns.  7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

133.5 

133.5  * 

133.6 

136.9 

123.3 

105.1 

93.1 

Eggs 

139.9 

140.7 

127.6 

142.1 

115.4 

97.4 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

173.3 

169.5 

168.8 

190.8 

128.7 

93.3 

92.4 

Fresh 

183.3 

178.6 

178.0 

205.8 

130.0 

93.4 

92.8 

Canned 

•  130.0 

129.9 

129.5 

131.1 

122.7 

91.4 

91.6 

-  Dried  . 

167.9 

167.4 

163.2 

158.0 

131.2 

99.6 

90.3 

Beverages 

124.6 

124.5 

124.4 

124.5 

124.6 

90.9 

94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

123.  s 

123.7 

123.5 

126.3 

122.4 

80.3 

84  •  5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

126.4 

126.5 

126.6 

127.6 

127.1 

95.3 

95.6 

•  Percent  Change 

to  April  17. '1945 

ALL  FOODS 

0.5 

1.5 

-  4. 5 

12.3 

39.7 

46.1 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

m  m 

0.2 

0.8 

1.2 

3.5 

14.8 

16.6 

Meats 

mm  mm 

0 

0,6 

-  5.4 

5.2 

29.4 

36.7 

Beef  &  veal 

mm  pm 

0.2 

-0.4 

-  9.6 

■  -  4.4 

•8.4 

19.1 

Pork 

mm  mm 

0' 

0.3 

-10.4 

-  8.8 

30.5 

27.7 

*  1  Lamb  *'  .  ‘ 

mm  mm 

■  0  3 

1.2 

-  4*0 

•  15.0 

37.7 

37.6 

Chickens 

0.5 

2,6  , 

4.5 

36,1. 

58.7 

63.1 

■  "Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

' - 

-1.2 

■  0.7 

5.7 

40 . 4 

78. 5 

112.8 

•Dairy  products  ’ 

t 

O'" 

-0.1 

-  2.5 

8.3 

27.0 

43*4 

Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

.  f  -  \ 

mm  mm 

-0.6 

2.2 

9.6 

2.7 

-  1.5 

-  9.2 

21.2  . 
34.7 

43.6  > 

85.7 

54.2 

87.6 

Fresh  ’ 

mm  mm 

2.6 

3.0.. 

-10.9 

41.0 

96.3. 

'  97*5 

*  Canned  v 

mm  mm 

0.1 

0.4 

-  Q.8 

5.9  . 

.42.2 

41.9 

■  Dried 

—  — 

0.3 

2.9 

6.3 

28.0 

.68.6 

85.9 

Beverages’ 

•-» 

0.1 

0.2 

0.1 

0 

37.1 

31.3 

Fats  &  oils  ■< 

mm  mm 

0.1 

0.2 

-  2.0 

1.1 

54.2  . 

46.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

mmmm 

-0.1 

-0.2. 

-  0,9 

-  0.6 

,  32.6  . 

32.2 

R  -  Revised.  . 

•  .  -  '  *  • 

*  See  general  ■  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2, 

1/  Preliminary----.  • 

2/  The  "Little  Steel"  wage  formula  applies  to  Jan.  1,  1941.  Jan. 14,  1941  is  the 
nearest'  date  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  been 
computed.  '  • 


VC. 
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TABLE  6  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  IARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS  OF  FOODS 
MARCH  13,  1945  TO  APRIL  17,  1945 


1 

City 

All 

Foods 

Cereals |  j Dairy  ! 

and  j Meats j Prod-  i 
Bakery  j  jucts 

Eggs 

Fruits i 
and  ! 

_Ie*j a) 

Bev-  | 
er- 

ages 

Fats 

and 

Oils 

Sugar 

and 

Sweets 

AVERAGE 

0,5  f 

j 

0  7  • 

o.oj 

0,0 

-0.6 

2,2  ! 
\  1 

0.1 

0.1 

*0.1 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

0,3 

r 

o  ! 

-0.1! 

0 

-1.3 

2.1 

0 

0 

0 

Baltimore,  Md* 

’  0,6 1 

0 

-0.9! 

0 

-1,1 

3i0 

-0,1 

0,4 

-0,1 

B 1 r  in  in  gha  m ,  Ala , 

0,9 

0.2  ! 

3.8  j 

0 

-0.5 

0 

0 

0.5 

0 

Boston,  Mass, 

0.2 

0.1  J 

-0.5! 

0.1 ! 

-1*7  j 

1*9 

0 

0.1 

0,2 

Br id ge port ,  Conn, 

0,8 

o  ! 

-0.2  j 

0,1 1 

-0,5! 

| 

3,9 

0 

1 

-0.1 

0 

Buffalo,  N,  I, 

-0,4 1 

0 

0.5  i 

-0.9 

-0,4  ! 

-1.5 

0 

-0.2  ! 

0.1 

Butto,  Mont, 

0,8 

0 

0,6 

0 

2.9  ! 

1.3 

0.3 

o.i  ! 

0 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 

1.1 

0,2 

1.9 

0 

-0.2  ! 

2.3 

0.2' 

-0.1 

-0.3 

Charleston,  S.  C, 

-0,4 

o 

-0.5 

0.1 

-0.4  i 

-0,7 

0 

0.1 

0 

Chicago,  Ill, 

0C9 

0.1 

• 

-o.lt 

1 

0.1 

0,4 

3.0 

0 

0 

0.7 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

0,7 

! 

0 

0.7  i 

0.1 

_o  a  ; 

2,3 

0 

*0.1 

-0,7 

C le ve land ,  Ohio 

0,8 

0.1 

0  i 

0.1 

-1-  •  4  * 

2.3 

0 

0 

-0.1 

Columbus,  Ohi.o 

0.2 

0.3 

0.2  ! 

0.1 

-2.4 

1.8 

0,2 

-0,2 

0 

Dallas,  Texas 

0C4 

0 

0  i 

0 

2.4 

1.6 

0,4 

*0.2 

—0.4 

Denver,  Colo, 

0„7 

-0,8 

1.0  | 

*0.7 

-0,4 

2.2 

1.0 

0,6 

-0.4 

Detroit,  Mich, 

0,5 

0,3 

i 

-0.1  1 

-0.1 

-0,2 

2.3 

0.4 

-0.1 

0o8 

Fall  River,  Mass, 

*0.4 

'  0,1 

-0.5  | 

0 

-1.7 

-0.5 

0 

0 

0 

Houston,  Texas 

1.4 

0.1 

0  ! 

0 

i.i 

6.2 

*0,1 

0,2 

0.2 

Ind ia napolis ,  Ind , 

0,9 

0,2 

0.3  j 

-0.1 

*2.0 

4.6 

0 

0.3 

—0. 1 

Jackson,  Miss, 

0,8 

0.3 

0 ! 

0 

8.7 

2.1 

0 

-0.4 

0 

Ja  c  ks  onv ille ,  Fla , 

1,9 

-0.2 

0.6  j 

0 

13.5 

4.0 

0 

— 0C 1 

0 

Kansas  City,  Mo0 

0.9 

0.1 

0,4  | 

0,2 

-1.3 

3.6 

0 

0.1 

0,5 

Knoxv  i lie ,  Ts rin , 

0.1 

0 

0.2  ! 

0 

-1.7 

0.8 

-0,1 

0 

0 

Little  Rock,  Ark, 

•  1,1 

•  -0.1 

1  o  ! 

!  ->-•*-  i 

-0.1 

-1.5 

3.4 

0,7 

0.2 

-0,1 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

1,2 

■  0.1 

0.3  j 

0 

-0.7 

3.8 

0.1 

0.1 

uo.3 

Louisville,  Ky, 

0.3 

0,2 

0.1 

0.2 

-1.6 

1.9 

!  0,1 

0 

0 

Manchester,  N,  H, 

1-  0 

■  0,2 

.  0.1 

0 

-1.7 

0.4 

0 

0.1 

0.2 

Memphis,  Tenn, 

0,6 

,  *0.1 

0.7 

0 

-1.6 

1.7 

-0,1 

!  0.2 

0.2 

Milwaukee,  WIs. 

0,4 

.  0.2 

-0.3 

0 

-1.6 

2.0 

-0.3 

0 

0.1 

Minneapolis,  'Minn. 

0,2 

. 

I-  0 

0 

0 

-2,4 

i  3.  *  4 

0 

i 

1 

0.1 

; 

-0.5 

Mobile,  Ala, 

0,7 

S.  0 

1  . 

i  -0,2 

0 

0.8 

|  3,7 

0,2 

0 

0 

Newark,  N,  J, 

0,4 

0  ? 

*  w 

I  0,6 

0.1 

j  -0.9 

i  0,7 

0 

j  0,2 

0.2 

New  Haven,  Conn, 

0.4 

0 

0 

0,1 

-0.7 

j  2.0 

0 

0.2 

-0.2 

New  Orleans ,  La , 

1,0 

.  -0.1 

!  1.3 

0.1 

-0.2 

|  1.3 

0.1 

0,1 

-0,1 

New  York,  N,  ‘  Y, 

0,3 

0,2 

i  -°*2 

\ 

-0.1 

-0.3 

|  X  t  /4- 

* 

|  0,2 

0.2 

-0.3 

Norfolk,  Va,  1/ 

!  -0,9 

0.1 

!  -1.7 

0 

2,1 

|  -2.0 

-0.3 

1-0.2 

j  0 

Omaha,  Nebr , 

0,5 

0.1 

!  0.3 

-0.1 

-0.1 

2.0 

0 

i  0,2 

0,1 

Peoria,  Ill, 

0,9 

0.3 

o 

0 

-2.3 

!  3.4 

-0.2 

1-0.1 

1  0 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

j  —0,1 

1  0,4 

|  -0.2 

0 

-1.3 

j  0.2 

0 

0.3 

-0,6 

Pittsburgh, . Pa, 

i  -U  * 

1 

i 

■ 

i  0,7 
i 

!  o.i 

-0,5 

! 

1.5 

j  4.3 

j 

*0,1 

4 

1 

;  o,i 
* 

-0.9 

For  footnotes,  soo  pago  9» 
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(Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  1N  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS  OF  FOODS 
MARCH  13,  1945  to  APRIL  17,  1945 


Page  9 
April  1945 


•  City  * 

! 

All. 

Foods 

Cereals 

and 

Bakery 

‘Dairy 
Meats  .Prod- 
jucts 

Eggs  • 

Fruits 

and 

Veg. 

Bev¬ 

er¬ 

ages 

Fats 

and 

Oils 

Sugar 

and 

Sweets 

Portland,  Maine 

-0.1 

0 

-0.5  ! 

0 

—1 , 6 

0.7 

0 

-0.1 

0.2 

Portland,  Oreg. 

1.1 

0 

0.3  i 

0.1 

0.1 

3.6 

0.3 

0.3 

0.1 

Providence,  R.  I. 

-0.5 

-0.1 

0.3  i 

0.3 

-l.V 

-2.2 

0,2 

0.1 

0 

Richmond,  Va. 

-0.2 

0.3 

-l.s  i 

0 

1.3 

0.9 

0.2 

-0.1 

-0.1 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

0.8 

0.1 

0.9  ! 

; 

! 

0 

' 

-1.5 

’ 

3,2 

0.2 

-0.1 

-0.2 

St,  Louis,  Mo, 

0.7 

0,2 

i 

0.1 1 

0.1 

-2.0 

2.5 

0 

0 

0 

St,  Paul,  Minn, 

0,2 

.  o 

0.2  j 

-0,1 

-1.1 

1.7 

0.3 

0.2 

-0.4 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

0.8 

-0.1 

1.3  j 

0 

-1.8 

2.6 

0 

o 

0 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

1.5 

0.4 

0.2  1 

0 

-1.6 

5.1 

0 

-0.1 

-0.1 

Savannah,  Ga, 

0.1 

0.1 

0.4  | 

j 

0 

-2  $ 

0 

0.5 

0 

0.1 

Scranton,  Pa, 

0.4 

0.2 

0.4  I 

-0.4 

-0.8 

1.5 

0 

0.5 

0 

Seattle,  Wash, 

0 

0.4 

0,4  j 

-6.1 

-2.0 

0.2 

0 

0 

0.1 

Spr ingf ie Id ,  Ill , 

0.9 

0 

0.1  i 

-0.1 

-6.9 

4.2 

0 

1-0.3 

1.2 

flashing  ton,  D,  C, 

0.7 

0 

0.7  | 

0 

1.3 

1,3 

0 

0.6 

0.1 

Wichita,  Kans. 

1.6 

-0.2 

0  | 

0 

0.3 

6.6 

|  0.2 

l  0  ■ 

0.2 

Winston-Salem,  N,  C, 

0.7 

0.2 

2.4  i 

i 

0.2 

-1.9 

-0.1 

!  -0.2 

0 

1 

0 

i 

j 

»  _ _ i  . 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 
1/  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News . 
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7  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  AND  FERGENT  CHANCES  TO  APRIL  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


Indexes 

(1935-3 

9=100.0) 

Percent  Change  bn 

April  1’ 

7,  1945 

from 

Apr.  17 

Filar .  13 

Liar.  13|Aor,  18 

May  3,3 

May  1.2 

Jan.  14 

'Tug.  15 

City 

1945 

1945' 

1  0  >  r: 
-'gP. _ 

1944 

3.943 

1942 

1941 

1939 

T”  ~  "  " 

j 

51  Hold 

"Little 

Steel" 

9  / 

Month 

This 
Month 
.  1/ 

|  Las  t 
Month 

XjP.3  t 
Month 

Year 

Arc 

the 

Line” 

GMPR 

Be  fore 
Bar  in 

' 

I 

* 

Li/  * 

Europe 

t 

_ 

AVERAGE 

135.6 

i  ">  X"  o 

•  -  2  •  P 

0.5 

i  5 
•*- 

-4. 5 

12.3 

39.7 

46.1 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

137.3 

136.9 

n  x 

2 .  J 

-3.9 

14.0 

45.6 

43.4 

Baltimore,  Md. 

144, 9* 

144.1 

0.6 

O.  -2 

.  a 

-5.0 

15.2 

43.0 

53.0 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

141.1 

139.8 

0.9 

3.7 

0.3 

17.1 

47.0 

55.6 

Bos  ton,  Mass, 

130. 8 

130.6 

0  2 

1.0 

-5.3 

10.6 

37.4 

39.9 

Bridgeport ,  Conn . 

133.9 

132.8 

i 

r  ft 
L.o 

1.9 

-7.5 

■10.4 

33.8 

43.7 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

134.7 

135.2 

-0  - 

-J,/... 

1.7 

-3.9 

7.6 

34.4 

42.5 

Butte,  Mont, 

134.2- 

133.2 

0.8 

0,8 

-3.0 

10.5 

36.0 

42.6 

Cedar  Rapids ,  Iowa 

2440.5 

yi39.o 

1.1 

3.2 

-2.6 

13.4 

46. 5 

—  — 

Charleston,  S.  0, 

-3  L 

134.0 

-0.4 

1.1 

-4.8 

3,4 

39.2 

40 . 4 

Chicago,  Ill. 

1  9ft 

135.0 

0.9 

1.7 

-3.5 

11.9 

33.7 

47.6 

Cine inna t i ,  Oh i o 

135.0 

134.1 

0.7 

-0.3 

-9  ) 

» -  y 

10 . 3 

39.9 

49.3 

C le ve land ,  Ohi o 

U0. 7 

139.6 

0 . 0 

-0.7 

-3.3 

13.4 

/  7  ft 

#  V.; 

50.3 

C  o  luin Lais ,  0  hi  o 

128.4 

123.1 

0.2 

0,6 

-5.3 

8.3 

37.5' 

45.7 

Dallas,  Tex, 

134.4 

133 . 8 

0.4 

2.1 

-2.7 

15.1 

45.1 

46.6 

Denver,  Colo. 

137.9 

136.9 

0.7 

1.0 

-4.1 

12.2 

45.5 

43.8 

Detroit,  Mich. 

132.1 

131.4 

0.5 

0.7 

-7.9 

7.9 

36.2 

45.3 

Fall  River,  Mass, 

130.1 

130.6 

-0.4 

0.1 

-7.4 

7.7 

33.4 

36.4 

Houston,  Tex, 

136.7 

134.3 

1.4 

1.0 

-4.9 

3.6 

33.2 

39.8 

Indianapolis ,  Ind , 

1  op  n 

132.1 

0.9 

0.9 

-4. 9 

6.6 

35.7 

47.0 

Jackson,  Miss, 

?.A/&  a  \oA  m  i 

*, J  \  J-'r  >  .  J- 

O.o 

5.0 

0  I 

-9.  J- 

15.6 

40.3 

-- 

J acks onv ilia ,  Fla , 

145.5 

142.3 

1  .  Q 

2.9 

-4.0 

14.2 

47.3 

51.9 

Kansas  City,  Me. 

131.5 

130.3 

0.9 

1.1 

-4.6 

10.7 

42.3 

43.7 

Knoxville ,  Tenn . 

2456.5 

2456.3 

0.1 

3.1 

-0.1 

19.5 

61.2 

_  _ 

Little  Rod:,  Ark. 

137.6 

136.1 

1  1 

0  - 

3 . 

-3.0 

11.7 

43.9 

46.4 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

i  >  >  > 

! 

142.7 

1.2 

ft  • 

i 

-1.2 

12.7 1 

41.3 

52.6 

Louisville,  Ky. 

130.6 

130.2 

0.3 

) 

-0.9 

j 

-7  9 

6.5 

36.8 

/ 1  ft 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

132.7 

132.7 

0 

1.5 

-6,7 

7.0  1 

37.4 

39.8 

Memphis ,  Tenn. 

145.2 

144. 4 

0.6 

0  ft 
*.o 

-3.3 

17.6  | 

54.1 

61.9 

M i Iwauke e ,  tf is . 

134.3 

133.8 

0.4 

1.7 

-5.4 

12.1 

40.0 

47.4 

Minneap ol is ,  M inn , 

129.5  ! 

129.3 

n  O 

0  •;  i 
••  • 

j 

-4.0 

7.i  ! 

30.3 

36.3 

Mobile,  A?ua. 

144.9 

143.9 

0.7 

1.0  j 

14.3 

43.0 

51.7 

Newark,  N.  J, 

133.0 

137.5 

0.4 

0.3  ! 

-3.1 

14.1  i 

39.7 

44.4 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

134.1 

133 . 5 

0.4 

1.3  ! 

-8.0 

11.2 

40.1 

43.1 

New  Orleans,  La. 

152.5 

151.0 

1.0 

2.7  i 

0  ! 

18.2 

49.7 

56.2 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

—  ■  . .  '  . . . . 

136.0 

136.4 

°-Li 

0.8  j 

-4.5  i 

- L 

15.9 

1 

37.5 

42.3 

,  see  page  11. 
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TABLE  7  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  00?- 13  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  ORANGES  TO  APRIL  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  Bit  CITIES 


j  ' Indexes  i 
'1.935-39=100.0) 

f  -«  —  — r-  J  -  »—  ••  -*■«  «  '*  ».r<— 


City 


Norfolk,  Va.  (J 
Omaha,  Nebr, 

Peoria,  Ill. 

Ph i  lad e  Iphia ,  Pa , 
Pitts  bin*  ph ,  Pa . 

Por t land ,  Ma ine 
Portland,  Crop. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
Richmond ,  Va. 
Rochester,  N.  I. 

» 

St.  Louis,  Mo, 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
San  Francis co ,  Calif. 
Savannah,  Ga. 

S cranton ,  Pa . 

Seattle,  Wash. 

S  pr  in  of  ie  Id ,  1 1 1 . 

Was h in y  t on,  0 .  C . 
Wichita,  Kans. 
Winston-Salem,  !T •  C. 


Apr .  17  M txr~  wffiarT  iTfApr.  “l3  May  13 


1945 

This 

Month 

1/ 


1945.  .JJL945  _ 

La i  Last 
Month  t  Month 


Percent  Change  to  April  17,  1945  from 

MoyTST  Jun  7 ”14  "Auy.  15 
1944  1943  1942  1941 


140.1 

130.3 
140.9- 

134.2 

135.4 

131.3 

147.4 

134.1 
133.2- 1 
133.7 

139.0 

128.5 

140.1 

148.4 

150.3 

136.4 
143.0 
142.0 
137.3 

3/149.9 

^■3S.O 


*-41 » 4 

129.6 

139.7 

134.3 

133.3 

131.4 
145.3 

134.8 

133.5 

132.6 

133.1 

128.2 
139.0 
146.2 

150.7 

135.9 
143.0 

140.8 
136.8 

yi-47.5 

3^37.1 


- 


Year 

Ago 


1943 

"mar 

the 
Line  " 


2.5 


-5.2  { 


L. 


1/  Preliminary, 


-0.1 

1.3 

-5.2 

12.4- 

1.2 

0.4 

-4.9 

11.5 

-0,1 

0.1 

-6,4 

7.9 

1.1 

3.7 

-4.0 

9.6 

-0.5  • 

1.5 

-4.9 

9.3 

-0,2 

1.2 

-5.9 

10,2 

0,8 

4 . 0 

-4.2 

9.3 

0.7 

1.2 

-3.9 

12.3 

0.2 

0.9 

-4.7 

8.3 

1.  j  ,  0 

1.1 

-3.2 

12.8 

1.5 

4.4 

0.3 

18.2 

0.1 

0 

-2.0 

15.7 

0.4 

0.7 

-8.0 

12.7 

0 

0  n 

-4.9 

10.1 

0.9 

1.3 

-4. 4 

10.9 

0.7 

3.3 

-3.3 

14.2 

1.6 

4.0 

.0  s 

(  v—  • 

16,2 

0.7 

3.8 

1  / 

1  --U4 
♦ 

15.7 

1  page 

ies  to 

0 

V. 

Jan.  1, 

1941. 

Jan.l 

“Little 

Steel” 

2/* 


1939 _ 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Eurone 


49.7 

41.2 
50.9 

44.3 

46.4 


37.3 

44. 9 

39.3 

42.2 

33.3 

40.1 

30.3 
43.7 
49.0 
50.0 

39.9 

41.6 

47.6 
41.0 

54.2 

47.3 


43.2 

36.3 
48.1 
58*2 
55.9 


nearest  date  for  which  data  on .retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  bean 
computed. 

June  1940  equals  100. 

4/  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News. 


L 
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TABLE  8  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  APRIL  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR'  INDTV  ID  UAL  FOODS 


(Average 
Prices 


Percent-  Change _to  April  17i_4945_Troni 


Commodity 


Mar  AlJjApr .  lB\  May  18 


1945.J  1944  '  i  ,1943 


CEREALS '&  BAKERY  PRODUCTS  j 
Cereals : 

Floyr ,  wheat 
Macaroni 
Wheat  cereal  2/ 

Corn  flakes 
*  Corn  meal 
Rice  2/ 

Rolled  oats 
Flour,  pancake  2, 
Bakery  products ; 

Broad ,  white* 


A  nr.  17 
1945 

Last  • 
-Month 

_ 

1 

Year 

Ago 

(cents) 

* 

a 

. 

10  lb  . 

i  . 

64.3 

0.2 

I  '  i 

-1  r.  j 

!  -1.2  ! 

May  12 

jm. 


Jan. 14 1 Ana. 15 

1941' 1  1939 


j  Month 

the  Q¥I„  (tittle  (Before 
Line"  Ai  !S*arT'  IWar  in 


‘lb.S  15. 8“  I  0.6 


l/*  [Europe  // 

“f  2 


55.3 


•14.5 


20  oz. 


-  1.3 


r  /  i 


12,8 

10.3 

12.3 


c}  r;  i 

-  o*  | 


52.41 
62.0  I 
45.1! 


Bread ,  rye 


Vanilla  cookies 
Soda  crackers 


MEATS: 

Beef : 

Round  steak 
Rib  roast 
Chuck  roast 
Stew  moat  2/ 
Liver 
Hamburger 
Veal: 

Cutlets 


Pork : 

Chops 

Bacon,  sliced 
Ham,  sliced- 
Ham,  whole- 
Salt  pork 
Liver  2/ 

Sava.-go  2/ 
Bologna,  big  2/ 
Lamb. 


b  chons 


45.1 


lb. 

S.8  | 

0  i 

1.1 

-  1.1 

1.1  | 

12.8  1 

32.8 

t  ’  '  •« 

9.6  j 

0  1 

-1.0  j 

-  2.0 

l.i  | 

10.3 

9.1 

*  11 

9.9  i 

0 

0  - 

0 

2.1 

10.0 

7.6 

ft 

28.9 

0 

2.1 

-  0.7 

4.3 

15.1 

3/ 

•  ,  11 

1 

1 

18.9 

i 

1 

0 

•  1 
f 

0  > 

6.2 

15.2 

26.0* 

-j 

\ 

j 

.  27.7 

lb. 

| 

1 

'40.4 

i 

i 

'  0  j 

1 

'  • 

-3.6  i 

_i  3  n 
— -o .  1 

-  8.6 

1 

1 

4.7 

11.0 

11 

32.7  i 

'0  ! 

-3.3 

-13.3 

-  3.8 

3.8  | 

13.1 

11 

28.0 

0*4  ■ 

-4.1 

-11.9 

-  3.1 

11.1  | 

24.4 

11 

on  3 

0 

-7.3 

-16.3 

■A 

■  3/ 

2J 

1! 

36.9 

-0.8 

-1.3 

-  1,6 

1/ 

2/ 

2/ 

tt 

27.4 

-0.4  j 

-3.5 

-14.9 

.  3/ 

2/ 

2/ 

"  11 

43.6 

-0.2 

-4 . 4 

-15.0 

l'ris.7 

-  3.5 

2.6 

roiled  2/  « 

34.6 

:  -0.9 

-3.1 

-  8.2 

3/ 

2/ 

'2/ 

11 

36.9 

-0.3 

-1.1 

-11.9 

--14.6 

26.8  . 

19.4 

11 

41.0 

j  0.2 

-0.5 

-10.3 

4.3 

36.2 

34.9 

,  .it 

i  49.3 

!  -1.4 

-3.9 

r-16.9 

-16.2 

9.3 

6.2 

11 

34.5 

-1.1 

-3.1 

j-13.3 

-  8.7 

31.7 

25.9 

ii 

j  22.1 

0.5 

-1.8 

-10.5 

-  7.9 

32.3 

43.5 

it 

j  22.1 

0 

Q 

U  6.4 

1/ 

2/ 

3/ 

n 

38.1 

-1.0 

-0.8 

I-  0.5- 

2/ 

2! 

21 

ti 

1 

O  Q  C> 

0.6 

-1.5 

i 

0 

1 

1 

2/ 

2/ 

3/ 

11 

39.9 

|  0.5 

I  .  „ 
i  -0.7 

» 

-  4.5 

18.0 

•43.5 

44.  6 

11 

45.4 

j  0.2 

|  0.2 

-  6.6 

♦  _ 

i  9-L 

29.7 

23.7 

For  footnotes,  see  page  14. 
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TABLE  8  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOT)  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  APRIL  1945 


FROM  SPECIFIED 

DATES , 

FOR  INDIVIDUAL 

FOODS 

Percent  Change  to  April  17,  1945 

‘roro 

Mar  ,13 

Apr, .IS' 

May  IB 

May  12 

Jan ,  14 

Aug, 15 

Average 

1945 

1944  1 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1939 

Commodity 

i 

Prices 
Apr.  17 

Last 

Year 

iTH6id 

the 

GMFR 

u Little 
Steel” 

Month 

Before 

1 

i 

L 

1945 

Month 

Ago 

Line" 

* 

1/  * 

■Aar  in 

Europe 

"  "  T 

( cents } 

MEA  T3 :  ( C  on t inue d ) 

Poultry: 

58.7 

Roasting  chickens  Lj 

lb. 

46.5 

0.5 

2.6 

4. 5 

36.1 

63,1 

Fish; 

Fish  (fresh,  .frozen)  lj 

lb. 

j y 

-  1.3 

0.7 

6.3 

49.0 

84.0 

117.1 

Salmon,  pink  ,  16 

oz ,  can 

O-J  / 

O  ,  /+ 

-  0,8 

-  2,9 

-2,5 

7.3 

49.0 

82.8 

Salmon,  red 

n 

40.  8  ' 

1.2 

-  5,3 

-  1. 4 

2.0 

54. 5 

76,6 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS : 

! 

Butter 

lb. 

49.9 

0 

-  0.4 

-10.3! 

9.2 

31.3 

62. 5 

Cheese 

it  • 

35.6  | 

-  0.6 

-  1.7 

-  7,3 

4.7 

31.9 

44. 1 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered) 

qt. 

15.6 

0 

0 

0 

4.7 

20.0 

30,0 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery) 

n  • 

14.5 

0 

0 

0.7 

7.4 

21.8 

31,8 

Milk,  evaporated  14i>* 

os ,  can 

10.1 

1,0 

1.0 

0 

16.1 

42.3 

50.7 

EGGS : 

43.6 

Eggs,  fresh  lj 

d0Z, 

49.5 

-  0.6 

9.6 

-  1.5 

rn  o 
4.  ..L  % 

2  4,  2 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES; 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables: 

Fresh  fruits: 

126,9 

168.2 

Apples 

lb. 

11,8 

3.5 

0 

-  8.5 

r-  r-t  n 

5  /  .a 

.  Bananas 

it 

10,4 

1,0 

-  7.1 

*"*  J-  -i-  %  -L 

-13.3 

57.6 

70.5 

Oranges 

doz. 

45.7 

2.9 

1.3 

8,3 

45.5 

67.4 

45.1 

Grapefruit  2 / 

ea. 

9.4* 

4.4 

19.0 

20.5 

/q  ? 

l! 

u 

Fresh  vegetables: 

Beans ,  green 

Id. 

20,0 

-  1.0 

—  2,4 

14,9 

49.3 

42,9 

177.3 

Cabbage 

n 

o  #  o 

20.0 

17,9 

-42,6 

46.7 

94,1 

t>9 . 2 

Carrots 

bunch 

8.0 

2.6 

11,1 

-  2,4 

21.2 

33.3 

73,9 

Lettuce 

head 

12.4 

2.5 

11.7 

1  -24.8 

o  1  p 

74.  P 

47.6 

47.6 

Onions 

lb. 

5.2 

-  3.7 

/  7  K 
“4  ‘ 

-39.5 

-23. 5 

44. 4 

44-.  4 

Potatoes 

15  lb. 

79,7 

3.0 

26.1 

-13.8 

50.4 

172,9 

131,7 

* 

Spinach 

lb. 

11.7 

0.9 

7.3 

0,9 

.68.1 

60.3 

50.0 

S  we  g  tpota  toes 

tt 

9.5 

1.1 

-15,9 

_  t  A  o 
— ‘4-J.  / 

75.9 

90.0 

72,7 

Beets  2/ 

bunch 

9.6' 

2U 

9,1 

■>  n  'x. 

“if# 

n 

1/ 

J/ 

Canned  fruits  and  vegetables: 

A 

s 

Canned  fruits: 

1.1 

67.3 

■:  61,4 

Poaches 

$2>.  can 

27,6 

-  1.1 

4.2 

18.5 

Pineapple 

n  ‘ 

26.9 

0.4 

-  2.2 

-  6.3 

-  0.7 

1  28,7 

28  1 

Grapefruit  juice 

#2  can 

14.4 

0 

1 

0 

2.9 

46.9 

1/ 

2/ 

i 

f 

l 

J-~. - -  w  — 

-   

! 

-4 - 

For  footnotes,  see  page  14* 
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TABLE  8  (Continued)  -  Pi. TAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CI1IES* 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  APRIL  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


Commodity 


FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES :  (Continued) 
Canned  vegetables: 

Beans ,  green  #2  can 

Corn  ,  ” 

Peas  ’  " 

Tomatoes  n 

Soup,  vegetables/  11  oz.  can 
Dried  fruits  and  vegetables: 
Dried  fruits: 

prunes  -lb. 

Dried  vegetables : 

Navy  beans  ■»  ■  lb. 

Soup,  dehydrated,  2/ 

.chicken  noodle  os. 


j Average 
Prices 
Anr ,  17 
1945 

"( cents ) 


BEVERAGES: 
Coffee 
Tea  , 

Cocoa  2/ 
FATS  AND  OILS 


lb. 
i  lb. 
i  lb. 


Shortening  other  than  lard: 
In  cartons 
In  other  containers 
Salad  dressing 
Oleomargarine  ' 

Peanut  butter 

Oil,  cooking  or' salad  2 / 


lb. 

lb. 

it  * 

pint 

lb. 

It  . 
* 

mint 


SUQAR  AND  SWEETS: 
Sugar 
Corn  sirup 
'  Molasses  2/ 
Apple  butter  2/ 


lb. 
24  oz. 
18  oz. 
16  ‘oz. 


13.0 

14.8 


Ip.  3 


12.2 

13.4 


17.7 

11.4 

3.8 


30.4 
24.1 

10.4 


18.8 


20.2 

24.6 

24. 2 
28.4 
30.8 


•  6.7 
15.8 

15.7 

13.8 


Percent  Change  ao  A 

Mar. 13 

Apr.lB 

T*  <T  ^ 

May  IS 

1945 

1944 

1943 

"Held 

Last 

Year 

ore 

Month 

Ago 

Line" 

* 

— 


May  12 
1942 


GMPR 


Jan ,  14 
1941 


‘An  ".  15 

1.939  . 


"  Little. 
Steel" 
1/* 


Month 
Be r ore 

.  J  •••»  v*  4  y\ 

J^rojoe 


0.8 

-  1.5 

-13.3 

-  7.1 

30.0 

30.0 

0 

2.8 

5.7 

13.8 

38.3 

42.3 

0 

0 

-14.2 

-15.8 

0.8 

-  2.2 

0.8 

1.7 

-  4.7 

0.8 

45.2 

41.9 

0 

0 

2.3 

1/ 

if 

l! 

1.1 

5.4 

7.9 

43.9 

cS  >  1 

04.  4 

101.1 

0.9 

7.5 

14.0 

26.7 

1 

Pg  /, 

96.6 

ro 

. 

-g! _ 

2.7 

2.7 

n 

1/ 

if 

l 

0.3 

1.7 

1.3 

'5.2 

46.9 

0 

1  ^ 

12.1 

7.6 

36.9 

40.1 

0 

4.0 

13.0 

2.0 

14.3 

20.9 

0 

0 

|  -  1.6 

. 

5.0 

102.2 

89.9 

1.0 

•  0.5 

i 

0 

2.0 

78.8 

72.6 

0 

-  O 

.  '4 

1.2 

-  4.7 

34  •  4 

21.8 

0.4 

-  0.4 

1.2 

0.4 

26.9 

2/ 

0.4 

0.4 

3.0 

■  8.0 

55.1 

46.7 

0.4 

0.3 

!  ‘  0 
o  i 

-12.6 

1.0 

i 

5.6 

l! 

re*-  n 

4 

58.7 

l! 

0 

i 

i 

!  \  -s 

I  -A#  J 

|  -  1.5 

-  2.9 

31.4 

28.8 

0 

!  o 

1.3 

6.8 

16,2 

15.3 

0 

i  -  1.3 

!  0.6 

!.  3.3 

17.2 

15. 4 

1.5 

1  4. 5 

- - 

7.0 

i 

J - - - - 

!  2/ 
i 

•  3/ 

; 

If 

*  Sec  general  explanation  of’ tables  on  page  2,  % 

-1/  The  "Little.  Steel"  wage  formula  applies  to  Jan.  1,  1941.  Jan. 14,  1941  is  th. 
r  nearest  date  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  been 
computed,  1 

2/  Not  included  in  the  index, 

3/  Not  priced  in  earlier  period, 

4/  Percent  change  computed  on  the  index. 

5 J  Composite  price  not  computed. 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  .UP OR 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Washington  45, ‘,0.  0 . 


>u 


LIU 


«/t  i 


Of 


COST  OP  LIVING  ASD  RETAIL  COSTS  OF  FOOD  -  MAY  1945 


The  BLS  index  indicates  average  changes,  in  retail  prices  of 
selected  goons,  rents,  and  services,  bought  by  families  of  wage 
earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  large  cities.  The  items 

covered  represented  70  percent  of  the  expenditures  of  families  who 
naa  incomes  ranging  from  $1450  to  &4C00  In  1934~3b. 

The  index  does  not  show  the  full  wartime  effect  on  the  cost  of 
'‘.rig  of  such  factors  as  lowered  quality,  disappearance  of  low¬ 
er  .ted  goods  and  forced  changes  in  housing  and  eating  away  from 


it  u oos  not  measure  changes  in  total  » living  costs"  —  that  is, 
in  <:■/. e  total  amount  families  spend  for  living.  Income  taxes  and 
bond  subscriptions  are  not  included. 

P or  a  description  of  the  methods  used  In  computing  the  index,  ask 
ior  "Description  of  the  Cost  of  Living  Index  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor 
statistics.”  For  an  appraisal  of  the  factors  enumerated  above, 
see*  the  report  of  the  President*  a  Committee  on  the  Cost  of  Living, 
November*  17,  1944. 


Higher  prices  ior  roods,  particularly  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables, 
accounted  for  the  greater  part  of  the  0 .7  percent  rise  in  retail  prices  of 
living  essentials  during  the  month  ending  May  If,  Secretary  of  Labor  Frances 
roi xins  reported  today.  "Costs  of  clothing  also  advanced,  with  continued 
shOi tuge»  of  lower-priced  lines,"  she  said.  The  increase  from  April  to  May 
this  year  is  the  largest  monthly  rise  since  May  J9U. 

5  i-dfc  L ut c<uU.  of  Label  {statistics  cost  of  living  index  for  May  if,  1945  is 
percent  ox  the  i9r5~d9  average,  the  highest  level  readied  by  the  Bureau’s 
index  during  the  war.  The  index  is  now  4.3  percent  above  the  level  of  May 
j-d4p  Alien  the  President,’  s  ’].Ioid-the-L:Lne’  omor  became  effective .  Food  costs, 
however,  are  4.9  percent  lower  than  in  May  1943s. 

"Average  retail  icod  costs  rose  1.6  percent  over  the  month,  due  primarily 
tvx  advance o  ior  1  rest;  fruits  and  vegetables.  Prices  of  fresh  fruits  and  vege¬ 
tables  moved  up  sh  or  ply  (,0:4  percent)  due  to  a  greater  than  seasonal  advance 
xH  the  prices  of  apples,  carrots,  onions  and  potatoes.  Onion  prices  in  May 
rose  3b. 5  percent  at  retail,  following  the  unusually  large  increase  of  50  per¬ 
cent  in  prices  received  by  farmers  in  April. 

..  r,K+.  hv^u£iSPreau  scarcity  of  meats  continued,  while  the  prices  of  meats 

oa  V  wui  e  generally  at  tae  same  level  as  in  April.  Approximately  70 

percent  of  the  independent  stores  had  no  beef  and  over  BO  percent  had  no  pork. 
Supplies  ‘.of  other  meats  were  also  limited.  Prices  for  fresh  and  frozen  fish 
rose  3.0  percent,  with  adequate  supplies  reported  in  most  cities. 


(LS  45-3711) 


( more) 


"Clothing  costs  advanced  0.3  percent  in  the  month  ending  May  lf>',  with  most 
clothing,  articles  showing  small  price  advances,  primarily  because  of  continued 
shortages  oi  lower-pricod  staple  clothing.  Work  shirts,  business  shirts,  shorts, 
and  undershirts,  as  well  as  women's  rayon  hose,  wore  difficult  to  obtain  in  most 
cities.  Supplies  of  men's  tropical  worsted  suits  were  limited,  due  to  the 
diversion  of  all  worsted  yarns  to  military  uses.  There  were  a  few  minor  price 
decreases  for  women's  cotton  dresses  snd  rayon  underwear,  and.  for  men's  under¬ 
shirts.  In  y  few  stores  lower  apparel  prices  were  reported  as  retailers  were 
able  to  secure  some  stocks  of  the  lower-priced  lines. 

"Average  retail  prices  of  huusefumish Lags  and  miscellaneous  goods  and 
services  rose  slightly  (0.1  percent)  between  mid-April  and  mid-May.  Scattered 
increases  wore  reported-  for  jgoninster  rugs,  furniture  and  cook  stoves.  The 
initial  application  of  the  new  OPA  formula  for  determining  price  ceilings  at  the 
retail  level  (MPll  No.  380,  effective  May  l)  was  reflected  in  lower  prices  for 
bedroom  furniture  in  a  few  stores  and  slightly  higher  prices  in  a  few.  stores . 
Prices  for  sheets  were  higher  over  the  month. 


"Fuel,  electricity  and  ice  costs  were  up  G.P  percent,  reflecting  an  average 
increase  o.t  16  cents  per  ton  for  bituminous  co.Jl,  allowed  by  the  OPA  where  wage 
nujustmonts  were  granted  to  soft  coax  miners.  Electricity  ‘rates  declined  in 
Buffalo,  dew  York,  and  the  usual  seasonal  reduction  in  New  York  City  gas  rates 
was  reflected  in  May  bills. 


ien.ts  were  not  surveyed  in  May." 


NOTE:  General  explanation  of  tables: 

j.ue  indexes  are  based  on  time- to- time  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  and  ser¬ 
vices  purchased  by  wage  earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  cities. 

They  ao  not  indicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another. 

Data  relate  to  tire  fifteenth  cl  each  month  except  those  for  January  1941 , 
on  tables  1  ana  a ,  which  have  been  estimated  for  January  1,  the  date  used  in  the 
•'Little  S <x:el"  wage  formula  of  the  National  War  Labor  Bcaj d ,  by.  assuming  an  oven 
rate  of  change  from  December  15,  1946  to  the  next  pricing  date . 

..  The  President's  "Kola- the-Line"  order  was  issued  April  8,  1943.  -The  peak 
oi  the  riso  which  led  to  this  order  was  reached  in  May,  which  is,  therefore > 
used  for*  this  comparison. 

prices  are  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  four  days  of 
abe  wee  k  ^ which  in elude s  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.  Aggre- 

°*  foocis  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  fami¬ 

lies  oj.  wage  earners  and  lower- salaried  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the 

United  Suites  with  the  use  of  population  weights.  In  March  1943  the  number  of 

cities  induced  in  the  iocd  index  was  increased  frora  51  to  56,  and  the  number  of 
foods  from  54  to  61. 

Pi  ices  of  ili.-otn in g ± _ hpu c  e  Turn 1 sn  i  n  g s ,  and  misccJ  laneous  goods  ana  services 

are  obtained  in  34  large  cities  in  March,  June ~Se otembor and  December.  In 
in oervemng  months,  prices  are  collected  in  PI  cf  the  34  cities  for  a  shorter 
list  of  gooas  ana  services. 

„  .  an\now  surveyed  semiannually  in  most  of  the  34  cities  (in  March  and 

oepuemoer,  ^  or  in  June  and  December).  In  computing  the  all  items  indexes  for  indi- 
viuua.  cities  and  the  rent  index  for  the  average  of  large  cities,  because  of  the 
general  stability  of  average  rents  at  the  present  time,  the  indexes  are  held  con- 
3 van °  ln  cities  not  survey oa  auriug  the  current  quarter. 

Pricco  f oi  ahd  ice  aro  collected  monthly  in  34  large  cities. 
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t - TABLE  1 

)  ■ 

Cs 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED* 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  -BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


‘  ’  •  ' 

•  ^  .  .  »■ 

Group 

May 

19U5 

Apr 

19k5 

Kay 

19H 

Kay 

191+3 

Kay 

19-42] 

Jan. 

"  Hu 

Aug. 

1939 

This 

Month 

Last  ■ 
Mon  tli. 

Year 

Ago 

"Hold- 

the 

Line"  * 

gmpr 

"Little 

Steel" 

* 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

r  t 

Indexes 

,  1933- 

39  =  100.0 

■  - 

ALVL  ITEMS  '•<  -t 

12(1.0  : 

127  •  1 

123.1 

125.1 

116.0 

100.8 

98.6 

‘’Food  “  • 

138.8 

136.6 

133.5 

li+3 .0 

121.6 

•'97.6 

93.5 

Clothing 

lUU.U  ■ 

lijl+.O 

137.1 

127  »9 

126.2 

101.2 

100.3 

’ Rent  1  •  •  .  I 

— 

-- 

103.1 

108.0 

109.9 

;•  105.0 

10U.3 

'Fuel,  electricity-..^  ice 

110.0 

K>9.8 

109  #6 

107 '.6  ■ 

10U.9 

100.8 

97.5 

. Gas .&  electricity 

95.2 

93.5 

95.9 

96.1 

96.6 

97.5 

99.0 

Otheh  fuels  &  ice 

12U.U 

123.7 

123.3 

118.7 

112.9 

10U.0 

96.3 

‘  Houscfurni shings  • 

114+.9 

hi.  7 

135.0 

125.1  • 

122.2 

100.2 

100.6 

'  Miscellaneous  >  , 

*  • 

123.8 

123.7 

121.3 

115.3 

110.9 

101.8 

100  .U 

i  ♦ 

Per coni 

Change 

t  to  May 

1945  r 

ALL  ITEMS 

«•  — 

0.7 

2.3 

2.3 

10.3 

27.0 

29.8 

Food  '  i 

^  "" 

1.6 

2.1i 

.  --2.9 

1U.1 

42.2 

U8.U 

Clothing  :  ‘  ;  »;• 

.  -- 

0.3 

5.1 

12.9 

.  iU.ii 

1+2. 7 

UU.o 

Rent  l/;  /  -■ 

-- 

0.2 

0.3 

-1.5 

7  3.1 

3.8 

Fuel, "’’electricity  &  ice  >• 

0.2 

0.2 

.2.2 

U.9 

-  ;  9.1 

12.8 

7*:<  Gas  &  electricity 

-0.3 

-  0  •  J 

'  -0:9 

-1.U 

■  -2.4 

-3.8 

Other  fuels  and  ice 

0.6 

0.9 

ii.8 

10.2 

19.6 

29.2 

* .  ■  Hou  s  e4f  ur  r i  shin g s • 

. 

0.1 

7.3 

15.B- 

;18.6 

UU  .6 

UU.o 

Miscellaneous 
-*  m 

0.1 

2.1 

7.  Li 

_  • 11.6 

'*  •  •  .1 

'  21.6 

23.3 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 
l/changos  through  March  IF#  1905 V 
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TABLE  2  %  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  MAY  19^5 
IRON  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  C7 TIES 


City 

Apr. 

194 

May 
194  ■ 

May 

19fj3 

May 

1941, 

Jan,  j 

19)41 

Aug. 

1939 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago  ; 

$ 

1 

Hold 

the 

Line^ 

mm 

,f  Little 

Steel" 

* 

Month 
Before  1 
War  i jr 
Europe 

AVERAGE 

0.7 

~  -  -r 

2  - 
2.3 

2.3 

10.3 

27.0 

29.8 

Baltimore,  Md. 

0.7 

3.2 

2.1 

10.7 

30.0 

32.6 

Birmingham,  Ala* 

0.2 

1.8 

U.l 

1C.1l 

28.9 

33.0 

Boston,  Mass* 

0.8 

2.1 

1*3 

9.3 

25.  G 

27.6 

Buffalo,  N,  Y* 

G.5 

1.3 

-0.9 

6.0 

25*3 

29.6 

Chicago,  Ill* 

1.1 

3»o 

2.7 

9.8 

26.ii 

29.6 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

0,8 

2.7 

3.4 

io.a 

28.5 

31.6 

C 1  c ve  1  an d ,  Ohio 

1*2 

2,1 

2,8 

10.8 

29.0 

31.6 

Denver,  Colo* 

1.2 

2.3 

2.9 

10.7 

28,0 

29.8 

Detroit,  Mich* 

0.9 

2.5 

1.3 

8.6 

27.7 

31.0 

Houston,  Tex* 

o.5 

1.9 

• 

9 1.14 

8.5 

23.6 

25*2 

Kansas  City,  Mo* 

0.5 

2.0 

2.9 

10,5 

23.2 

27.9  , 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

0.2 

2.0 

3*5 

10*2 

27.0 

29.6 

Minneapolis,  Minn* 

0*6 

1.4 

1.7, 

6.9 

21.7 

2it.3 

Now  York,  N*  Y. 

0.9 

2.0 

3.4 

13.3 

27.1 

29.7 

Philadelphia,  Pa* 

* 

1*1 

2.9 

2.0 

11.0 

28.3 

30.2 

Pittsburgh,  Pa* 

c.6 

3.6 

3.3 

ii.ij 

27.5 

31.1 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

0.9 

1.9 

1.9 

9.3 

25.0 

28.7 

San  Francisco,  Colif* 

-0*7 

1.8 

P  -R 

Cm  #U 

12.0 

29.il 

32.6 

Savannah,  Ga  * 

0.14 

2,*0 

3*o 

12.1+ 

3)4.0 

36.9 

Seattle,  W&sh, 

0,5 

2.5 

0 _o 

£~  9<J 

9.0 

29.1; 

i  31.7 

Washington,  D*  C. 

C.9 

2.8 

3.0 

ll.l 

27.5 

29.2 

1 

1_ 


* 


See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2, 
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TABLE  3  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES,  MAY  1945 


Indexes,  1935-39  c  100.0 


i 

City 


AVERAGE 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Baltimore,  Md. 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo. 

Detroit,  Mich. 

Houston,  Tex, 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Manchester,  N.  H. 
Memphis,  Tenn, 
Milwaukee ,  Wis. 

Minneapol is ,  Minn , 
Mobile,  Ala. 

New  Orleans,  La, 

New  York,  N,  Y, 
Norfolk,  Va, 
Philadelphia,  Pa, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 
Portland,  Maine 
Portland,  Oreg. 
Richmond,  Va, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Savannah,  Ga, 
Scranton,  Pa. 

Seattle,  Wash, 
Washington,  D,  C. 


All-  j 
Items  j 

i 

Food  J 

 : 1 

t 

Clothing i 

Fuel, 
Electric¬ 
ity  &  Ice 

123.0  | 

138.8 

■ . .  1 

144.4 

110.0 

I 

mm  mm 

133.3 

j 

116.6 

130.9 

146.9 

147.9 

108,8 

131.0 

141.4 

141.6 

107.5 

123.9 

133.0 

141.4 

120.0 

127.7 

137.1 

141.5 

104.6 

12.7.9 

139.5 

139.6  j 

105.9 

12s.  0 

i 

137.5  1 

146.3 

107.4 

131.6 

144.6 

145.1 

113.6 

128. 0 

141.8 

135.3 

104.4 

129.0  | 

135.0 

142.1 

113.4 

126.1  | 

138.4 

139.4 

91.1 

mm  mm 

135.1 

— 

113.3 

146.4 

— 

134.0 

126.1 

132,4 

145.2 

111.9 

130.2 

144.5 

141.2 

92.5 

mm  mm 

f 133.9 

— 

127.3 

mm  mm 

146.9 

— 

106.3 

mm  mm 

1  138.1 

— 

109.5 

123.9 

131.2 

140.2 

102.6 

mm  mm 

144.9 

— 

103.5 

mm  mm 

153.0 

— 

100.0 

123.4 

139.6 

149.7 

113.9 

142.4 

— 

120.3 

127.3 

137.7 

145.7 

109.2 

129.0 

137.1 

!  166.5 

112.7 

1  133.4 

1 

119.4 

mm  mm 

i  149.9 

— 

117.2 

mm  mm 

!  134.5 

mm  mm 

109.6 

126.3 

j  141.7 

140.1 

j  107.5' 

131.7 

j  145.7 

342.5 

92.8 

135.9 

151.7 

144.2 

j  113.0 

mm  mm 

139.8 

— 

111.0 

132.1 

144.4 

347*-.  7 

104.9 

127.4 

139.7 

1 

154.3 

i 

!  109.2 

1  - 

House- 
furnish' 
_  ings 

144.9 


3  9.5 

139.4 
143.9 

133. 7 

135.4 

141.7 

145.1 

155.1 
157.6 

143.5 


131.4 

143.4 


138.3 


134.3 
144.0 

147.3 


125.3 
130.7 

155.3 

144.4 

140.2 


* 


Miscel¬ 

laneous 


123.3 


123.3 

125.2 

117.7 

125.7 

122.3 

125.2 

122.5 

122.6 
129.6 

123.4 


126.3 

127.5 


123.0 


125.9 

120.8 

120.1 


119.9 

132.3 

130.2 

132.3 

127.3 


See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 
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m  191,5  taels  It  -  COST  OF  Liras  IH  URGE  CITIES* 

PERCENT  CHANGES  EY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  APRIL  19145  TO  MAY  1945 


City 

All  ' 

! 

Food 

Clothing 

Fuel, 

Electric- 

House- 
furni  sh- 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

It  eras 

ity  &  I co 

ings 

AVERAGE  ,  > 

o*7 

1.6 

0.5 

0.2 

0,1 

0.1 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Baltimore,  Md* 

Birminghom,  Ala* 

Boston,  Moss* 

Buffalo,  N.  Y* 

Chicago,  Ill* 

0.7 

0.2 

0.8 

0*5 

1.1 

0*7 

1.4 
0.2 

1.7 

1.8 

2.4 

j 

0.5  ! 

0.1 

o*5 

0 

0.1 

0.6 

0.1 

2.6 

-0.2 

-2.2 

0.7 

-0.1 

-0.1 

0.2 

0 

0.3 

-0.1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

Denver,  Colo. 

Detroit,  Mich* 

Houston,  Tex* 

Indianapolis,  Ind.* 

0.8 

1*2 

1.2 

*c*9 

0.5 

1.9 

.2*8 

.2*8 

2.2 

1.2 

.1.4 

0*1 
—0  *  1 

0 

Q*5 

0 

1.1 

1.0 

0.3 

o.5 

0 

1.0 

0 

0.8 

0.1  . 

0.4 

-0.3 

0 

-0,1 

0 

0 

0 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Kansas  City,  Mo* 

L«s  Angeles,  Calif* 
Manchester,  N*  H* 

0.5 

0.2 

0.6 

0.7 

,  0.1 

0.9 

1.2 

0.8 

-0.1 

mrnmm 

0.1 

1.5 

0 

-0.1 

0.8  ’ 

0.1 

-0.1 

mm  mm 

0 

0.6 

Memphis,  Tom. 

0  n 

0 

■ 

— 

Mi  Iwauke e ,  W i s • 

* 

V 

' 

.Minneapolis,  Minn* 

Mobile,  Ala. 

N ew  Or  1  c  an  s ,  La* 

New  York,  N*  Y* 

0.6 

0.9 

1.3 

\  0  : 

\  0.3 
\  2.0 

1.6 

0.1 

0*1 

0 

0.8 

-0.1 

-0.2 

0.5  ' 

0.1 

mm  mm 

ua  mm 

0 

0 

wmm  mm 

0 

Norfolk,  Va* 

.Philadelphia,  Pa* 

"l.l 

.  2.6 

'0.5 

-0.2 

-0.4 

-0.2 

.  Pittsburgh,  Pa* 

Portland,  Maine 

Portland,  Or eg. 

0.6 

mm  mm 

'mm  mm 

1.3: 

.  1*6 
•.  1.7 

'  0.3 

mm  mm 

mmrnrn 

0.6 

0.2 

0.1 

0.9 

1.2 

. 

mm  mm 

0.1 

Richmond,  Va* 

Et*  Louis,  Mo* 

San  Franoisco,  Calif* 

•  0.9 

-0*7 

-L  jv 

•  1.9 

i  -1.8 

1 

"O.l 

0.4 

C.2 

0.2 

0.1 

'  0.2 

0 

0 

Savannah,  Ga  * 

Scranton,  Pa* 

0.I4 

0.6 
.  2  • 

0.2 

'"0 

0 

1  .n 

1.5 

1.4 

0.2 

0 

k  Seattle,  Wash* 

Washington,  D.  C* 

0*5 

0.9 

1.0 
_  1.4 

U  *  <— 

■  2.2 

0.1 

0.1 

!  ° 

*  Scg  general  explanation  of  tables  on  png'.;  2* 
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TABIE  5  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED* 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


May  15 
1945 

Apr.  17  i  May  16 
1945  '  .  1944 

May  18 
1943 

May  12 

1942... 

Jan. 14 
1941- 

Aug. 15 
.  1939 

Group 

fr  N 

This 

Month 

n 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

: “Hold 
the 

Line"* 

GMPR 

“Little 

Steel” 

*2/ 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

TndexesT  x957-39 

ALL  FOODS 

13S.8 

136.6 

135.5 

143.0 

121.6 

.97.8 

93.5 

Cereals  St  bakery,  products 

109.0 

108.9 

108.1 

107.6 

105.2 

.  94.9 

93.4 

Meats 

131.7 

130.8 

130.3 

138.3 

124.3 

101.1 

95.7 

Beef  &  veal 

US.  6 

118.6 

118.9 

131.2 

124.1 

109.4 

99.6 

Pork 

112.5 

112.4 

111.9 

125.5 

123.2 

86.1 

88.0 

Lamb 

135.9 

135.9 

134.4 

141 . 6 

,118.2 

98.7- 

98.8 

Chickens 

156.4 

154.3 

155.9 

147.6 

113.4 

c7  2 

94.6 

Fish,  fresh  St  canned 

218.7 

2X1.9 

200.5 

200.5 

150.9 

118.7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

133.5 

133.5 

133.5 

136.9 

123.3 

105.1 

93  rl 

Eggs 

140. 7 

139.9 

127.1 

142.1 

115.4 

97.4 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

182.5 

173.3 

172.3 

190.8 

128.7. 

93.3 

92.4 

Fresh 

195.0 

133.3 

133.1 

205*8 

130.0 

93.4 

92.8 

Canned 

130.2 

130.0 

129.2 

131.1 

122.7 

91.4 

91.6 

Dried 

168.5 

167.9 

163.5 

158.0 

131.2 

99.6 

90.3 

Beverages 

124.6 

124,6 

124.4 

124.5 

124.6 

90.9 

94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

123.9 

123.8 

123.3 

126.3 

122.4 

80.3 

84.5 

Sugar  St  sweets 

126.5 

126.4 

126.5 

127.6 

127.1 

95.3 

95.6 

Percent 

Change 

to  May  15 

,  1945 

ALL  FOODS 

1.6 

2,4 

-2,9 

14.1 

41.9 

48.4 

Cereals  St  bakery  products 

-- 

0.1 

0.8 

1.3 

3.6 

14.9 

16.7 

Meats 

-- 

0.7 

1.1 

-4.8 

6.0 

30.3 

37.6 

Beef  St  veal 

— 

0 

-C.3 

-9.6 

-4.4 

8.4 

19.1 

Pork 

m  mb 

0.1 

0,5 

“10.4 

-8.7 

30.7 

27.8 

Lamb 

— 

0 

1.1 

-4.0 

15.0 

37.7 

37.6 

Chickens 

— 

1.4 

0.3 

6.0 

37.9 

60.9 

65.3 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

-- 

3,2 

9.1 

9.1 

44.9 

84.2 

U9.6 

Dairy  products 

— 

0 

0 

-2.5 

8.3 

27.0 

43.4 

Eggs 

— 

0.6 

10.7 

-1.0 

21.9 

44.5 

55.1 

Fruits  St  vegetables 

5.3 

5.6 

-4.4 

41.8 

95.6 

97.5 

Fresh 

Canned 

— 

6.4 

6. 5 

-5.2 

5  0.0 

108.8 

110.1 

— 

0.2 

0.8 

-0.7 

6.1 

42.5 

42.1 

Dried 

m$  b> 

0.4 

3.1 

6.6 

28.4 

69.2 

86.6 

Beverages 

— 

0 

0.2 

0.1 

0 

37.1 

31.3 

Fats  St  oils 

— 

0.1 

0.5 

-1.9 

1.2 

54.3 

46.6 

Sugar  &  sweets 

— 

0.1 

0 

-0.9 

-0.5 

32.7 

32.3 

*  Sgg  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 
i/  Preliminary. 

2 /  The  “Little  Stool'1  vjage  formula  applies  to  Jan.  1,  1941.  Jan.  14,  1941  is  the 
nearest  date  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  been 
computed. 
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TABLE  6  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  IARGE  CITIES*  May  1945 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS  OF  FOODS 
April  17,  1945  to  May  15,  1945 


City 

All 

Foods 

Cereals 

and 

Bakery 

! 

Meats 

Dairy 

Prod¬ 

ucts 

Eggs 

I 

-  - . J 

Fruits 

and 

Veg, 

Bev¬ 

er¬ 

ages 

Fats 

and 

Oils 

Sugar 

and 

Sweets 

Portland^  Maine 

1.6 

0.0 

-1.0 

0.0 

1.0 

8. 6 

-0.2 

0.3 

0.4 

Portland,  Oreg, 

1.7 

0 

0 

-0.1 

0.1 

6.3 

-0.2 

-0, 6 

-0,1 

Providence ,  R,  I , 

1.4 

-0.2 

0.5 

-0,2 

0 

5.3 

-0.3 

0.2 

0,1 

Richmond,  Va. 

1.0 

0 

1.1 

0 

1.7 

2.2; 

-0.2 

0.1 

0 

Rochester,  N,  Y,  . 

1.3 

,  0.3 

-0.1 

'  0 

1.5 

5.9 

0.3 

0.2 

0 

St.  Louis,  Mo, 

1.9 

0.1 

-0,2 

0 

0,6 

*  6.9 

0.1 

0 

0 

St,  Paul,  Minn, 

1.2 

0.1 

0.1 

0 

0.2 

•  6.0 

0 

0,2 

0 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

1.7 

0.3 

0.7 

-0. 1 

0 

•  6,1 

0 

0.2 

-1.7 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

-1.8 

-0.1 

-0.2 

-0.2 

0.1 

•  -5.6 

0 

0.2 

0 

Savannah,  Ga, 

0.6 

-0.1 

-0.5 

0.1 

1.4 

*  3.7 

0 

-0.9 

-0.1 

Scranton,  Pa, 

2,5 

0,1 

-0,2 

0 

0.2 

10.3 

0 

0 

0 

Seattle,  Wash, 

1.0 

0 

-0.1 

0.1 

-0.3 

6  /{• 

-0,2 

0 

-0, 1 

Springfield,  Ill, 

1.6 

0 

0.2 

0 

6.0  ... 

'  4.9 

0 

0.3 

0.2 

Washington,  D,  C,. 

1.4 

0.4 

1.0 

0 

0,4 

3>3 

0.1 

-0,2 

0.1 

Wichita,  Kans, 

1.2 

0.2 

0 

0 

4.1 

3.6 

0.3 

0.1 

0.2 

Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

1.4 

0.1 

-0.2 

-0.2 

_ 

11.6 

1  3.6 

-0.2 

<-0,1 

— 

0 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2, 
1/  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  Nows, 
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TABLE  7  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  MY  15,  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES ,  BY  CITIES 


•  ( 

City 

**.  » 

Indexes  ’  ■  • 
(1935-39=100.0) 

Percent  Change  to 

May  15,  1945  from 

May  If 

—1241 

Apr.  17 

-..41242. 

Apr.  T 

1945 

i7!  May  If 

!.i244. 

9  May  18 

I943 

May  12 
1942 

>.i  an ,  x4 

19a 

lAart.  15 

1939 

Xi 

to  +»  V. 

*H  £  rH| 

Xi  o 

£cr|.  S5 

.  Last 
Month 

7  O  Q  4- 
Xjcxo  ^ 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

"Hold 

the 

Line.” 

* 

GJ'.iPR 

”  Little 
Steel” 

2/  * 

Month- 
Before 
War  in 
Ear one 

AVERAGE 

138.3 

136,6 

1,6 

0  / 

-2,9 

\ 

14.1 

41.9 

‘4--‘  ♦  4 

A  blsin  ta ,  cio.  , 

138..3 

137.3 

0.7 

2.1 

-3.2 

14.9 

46.7 

49,5 

Baltimore,  Md. 

146.9 

144.9 

1.4 

4,6 

-3.7 

16.8 

50.1 

55.1 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

141.4 

141.1 

0.2 

2.1 

0.5 

17.3 

47.3 

55.9 

Boston,  Mass. 

133.0 

130.8  ’ 

1.7 

2,6 

-3,7 

12.4 

39.7 

42.2 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

135,9 

133.9 

1.5 

3.4 

-6.1 

12,0 

40.8 

,<4;  3 

Buffalo,  N.  Y, 

137.1 

134.7 

•*'ty 

2.2 

ry  O 

-  /  •  < 

9.5 

-  36.3 

45.1 

Butte,  Mont,  i  - 

130. 5 

134.2 

1.7- 

2.6 

-1  0 

12.3 

38.3 

45.1 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

2.442.7 

2M  0.5 

1.6 

4.7 

-1.1 

15.2 

48.8 

Charleston,  S,.'C. 

134.  a 

133.5 

1.0 

3.1 

-3.9 

9.4 

40,6  ' 

41.7 

Chicago,-  Ill,.. 

139.5' 

136.2 

2  / 

3.9 

-i.i 

*  i 

14.6 

/  O  1 
a 

51.1 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

137.5 

'  135.0 ' 

1  O. 

7  • 

2.8 

1 

— 0  •  0 

12.3 

/?  •" 

52.1 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

144.6 

140.7 

2.3 

1,9 

"J 

-  -R  #  /L 

16.5 

/..*>.  8 

54.5 

Columbus ,  Ohio 

130.7 

128.4  j 

1.3 

2.8 

-4.1 

10*2 

39.9 

43.4 

Dallas,  Tex, 

134.2 

134.4 

-0.1 

0.7 

.0  0 

•  2 

14.9 

44.9 

46.3 

Denver,  Colo. 

141.8 

137.9 

•  2.8  7 

1.8 

-1.4 

15.4 

49.6 

53.0 

Detroit,  Mich, 

135.0 

132.1 

2.2 

2.0 

-5.9 

10.3 

39.2 

49.0 

Fall  River,  Mass, 

1  **1  Q 

— ^  -  •  7 

130.1 

1.4 

1.6 

-6.1 

0  0 

s  •  ^ 

35.3 

'  33.3 

Houston,  Tex. 

T  Qtf  / 

136.7 

-L  * 

1.8 

-3.7 

9.9 

T  t  O 

41.5 

Lid  i ana  p  o  i  is ,  Ind , 

135.1 

1  O 

t . : 

s  * 

-3.6 

8.1 

37  g. 

49,0 

Jackson,  Miss. 

2447.4 

yi  43.3 

-0.6 

n  r\ 
a  •  v.' 

_  2;  n 

•  / 

14.9 

40,0 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

146 , 4 

i  /  c;  c 

0,6 

2.4 

-3.4 

14.9 

43,2 

52,8 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

132.4 

131. 5 

0.7 

0.8 

-4.0 

11.4 

4a.  5 

44.7 

Kn oxvi lie,  Tenn . 

2457.8 

25-56.5 

0,8 

3.3 

0.3 

20.5 

62,5 

Little  Rock,  Ark, 

13a.  0 

137.6 

0,3 

3,1 

-2.7 

12,0 

-'-r-’j-.  4 

46.8 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

147,  .5 

144.4  | 

0.1 

1,3 

-1,2 

12.8 

41,9 

52.7 

Louisville,  Ky. 

131.9 

130.6 

1,0 

0,8 

-6.3 

7,6 

33,1 

43.2 

Mian  Chester,  N,  H, 

133.9 

132.7 

0.9 

1.9 

-5.9 

3.0 

33.6 

41.1 

Memphis,  Tenn, 

146.9 

145.2 

1.2 

2.7 

-2.1 

13.9 

55.9 

63,3 

Milwaukee,  Wis, 

138,1 

134,3 

2.8 

2,8 

-2.7 

15.3 

44.0 

51.6 

Minneapolis ,  Minn. 

131.2 

129.5 

1.3 

1.3 

-2,7 

8.5 

32,5 

33.1 

Mobile,  Ala, 

144.9 

144,9 

0 

1.0 

-3.3 

14.3 

43.0 

51.7 

Newark,  N.  J, 

139.9 

133.0 

1.4 

1.5 

-1.8 

15.7 

41.6 

46.3 

N ew  Haven ,  C onn . 

136.3 

134.1 

1.6 

2,4 

-6.5 

13.0 

42.4 

45,5 

New  Orleans.  La, 

153.0 

152,5 

0.3 

3.1 

0.3 

18.6 

50.1 

56.8 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

139.6 

136.8 

2.0 

1.9 

-2.6 

18.3 

40.3  J 

45,7 

For  footnotes,  see  page  11. 
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TABLE  7  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  I/AY  15,  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


‘ 

City 

« 

Indexes 

(1935-39*100.0) 

Percent  Change  to  May  15 

\ 

}  1945  from 

May  15 

1945 

[Apr.  17 
1945 

Apr.  17 
1945 

May  16 

19.44 

May  13 
1943 

May  12 
1942 

Jan.  14 
1941 

Aug.  15 
1939 

This 

Month 

i/ 

Last 

Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 
Ago  ■ 

“Hold 

the 

Line" 

* 

GMPR 

"Little- 
Steel" 
2/  * 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

Norfolk,  Va„  ij 

142.4 

140.1 

1.6 

-0.2 

-7.1 

12.9 

43.6 

5201 

Omaha,  Nebr, 

133.9 

130.3  ' 

2.8 

2.1 

-2.9 

11.7 

36.8 

45.1 

Peoria,  Ill. 

142,1 

140*9 

0.9 

2.3 

-4.4 

10.2 

43.5 

52.1 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

137.7 

134. 2 

2,6 

3.7 

-2.8 

15.3 

44.9 

48.1 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

137.1 

135.4 

1.3 

1.9 

-3.7 

12.9 

39.9 

43.2 

Portland,  Maine 

133.4 

131.3' 

1.6 

1.5 

-4.9 

9.6 

40.0 

39.1 

Portland,  Oreg. 

•  149.9 

147.4 

1.7  ‘ 

3.6 

-2.4 

11.4 

47.4 

56,0 

Providence,  R.  I. 

136.0 

134.1 

1  / 

3.1 

-3.5 

11.4 

41.2 

45.1 

Richmond,  'Va', 

134.5 

133.2 

1.0 

2.0 

-4.9 

11.2 

43.5 

45.9 

Rochester,  N,  Y. 

135.4 

133.7 

1.3 

4.6 , 

-3.0 

10.7 

35.5 

46.7 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

HI.  7 

139.0 

1.9 

2.3 

-2.1 

14.5 

42.3 

51.1 

St.  Paul,  Minn, 

130.1 

‘120.5 

1.2 

1.7 

-3.5 

9.6 

31.9 

38.0 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

142. 5 

*  140,1 

1.7 

2.4 

-1.5 

14.7 

46.2 

50.6 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

145.7 

148.4 

-1.3 

0.7 

-1.6 

16.1 

46.3 

55.3 

Savannah,  Ga. 

151.7 

150.3 

0.6 

1.5 

-1.4 

16.4 

50.9 

56.9 

Scranton,  Pa, 

139.8 

136.4 

2.5 

3.2 

-5.7 

15.5 

43.4 

51.8 

Seattle,  Wash. 

144.4 

143.0 

1.0 

2.2 

-3.9 

11.2 

43.0 

52.8 

Springfield,  Ill. 

144.3 

142.0 

1.6  ‘ 

2.7 

-2.3 

12.7 

50.0 

53.3 

Washington,  D,  C. 

139.7 

137.3 

1.4 

4.2 

-2.0 

15.7 

43.0 

43.5 

Wichita,  Fans, 

.2/151.7 

2A49.9 

1.2 

4.3 

0.7 

17.6 

56.1 

Winston-Salem,  N,  C. 

ate?..?- 

2A3S.0 

1.4 

4.2 

-0.1 

17.3 

49.3 

— 

*  See  general  explanations  of  tables  on  page  2. 

1/  Preliminary. 

2/  The  ’’Little  Steel”  wage  formula  applies  to  Jan,  1,  1941*  Jan,  14,  1941  is  the 
nearest  date  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  been 
computed.  ,  ' 

2/  June  1940  equals  100. 

Lj  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News, 
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-TABLE  3  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  ClL.Lib* 
AVSH&fiE  PRICES  AND 

FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOix  j.ND.ivIl.jA.u  *  v^ODo 


CEREALS  AMD  BAKERY  PRODUCTS: 
.Cereals : 

Flour,  wheat... 

Macaroni 
Wheat  cereal  2/ 

Com  flake 
Com  meal 
Rice  2/ 

Rolled  oats  " 

Flour,  pancake  2/ 

Bakery  products: 

Bread,  white - 
.  Bread,  whole  wheat 
Bread,  rye  '  -  " 

Vanilla  cookies 
Soda  crackers 

MEATS:  ’ 

Beef: 

Bound  steak' 

Rib  roast 
Chuck  roas t 
Stew  meat  2 / 

Liver 

Hamburger 

Veal: 

Cutlets 

Roast,  boned  and  rolled 
Pork: 

Chops 

Bacon,  sliced 
Ham,  sliced 
Ham,  whole 
Salt  pork 
Liver  2/ 

Sausage  2 / 

Bologna,  big  2/ 

Lamb: 

Leg 

Rib  chops 


■For  footnotes,  see  page  14. 


TABLE  8  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  MAY  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 
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May  1945 


Commodity 


MEATS :  ( C  ont inuod ) 

Poultry: 

Reacting  chickens  U 
■  Fish:  • 

Fish  (fresh,  frozen)  tj 
Salmon,  pink 
Salmon,  red 


lb* 

lb. 
16  oz,  car 

ti 


DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

Ratter' 

Cheese 

Milk,  -fresh  (delivered) 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery) 

Milk,  evaporated  I4i  oz.  can 


Average 
Prices 
May  15 
1945 


lb, 

t» 

qfc, 

I! 


EGGS : 

Sggs,  fresh  ij 


doz. 


FRUITS.  AND  VEGETABLES : 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables: 
Fresh  fruits : 


Apples 

lb. 

Bananas 

« 

Oranges 

doz. 

Grapefruit  2 / 

oa. 

Fresh  vegetables: 

* 

Beans,  green 

lb. 

Cabbage 

11 

Carrots 

bunchy 

Lettuce 

head 

Onions 

lb. 

‘  Potatoes 

'  15  lb. 

Spinach 

lb, 

Sweat potatoes 

ti 

Beets  2/ 

bunch 

Canned  fruits  end'  vegetables : 

Canned  fruits : 

Poaches 

#2-g-  can 

Pineapple 

11 

Grapefruit  juice 

#2  can 

Tconts ) 


47.1 

if 

23.5 

40.2 


49.9 

35.6 

15.6 
14.5 
10.1 


49.7 


12.3 

10.4 

48.1 

10.1 

IB.  9 
5.8 
9.0 
12,0 
7.1 
88.2 

12.4 
10.0 
10.9 


27.4 
26.7 

14.4 


'  Florc'enFUK’ 


Apr. 17 
1945 


Last 

Month 


4.2 
0. 

5.3 

7.4 

v  5.5 

•12.1 

12.5 
■  3.2 

36.5 
10.7 

6.0 

5.3 

1 3.5 


0.7 

0.7 

0 


May  16 

1944 


Year 

Ago 


1,4 

3.6 
0.4 

-  1.5 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0.6 


0.3 

10.5 

-  2.5 

**  6,3 


-  0.2 

-  1.1 

0 

0 

1.0 


10.7 


SIOqIEOS 


May  18 

1941 

^Hold 

the 

Lino11 

* 


4.2 

-  8.8 

2.8 

16.1 

-  3.1 
3.6 
7.1 

-  2,4 

-21.1 

27,1 

34.8 


6.0 

10.2 

-  2.1 

-  2.9 


-10.3 
-  7.3 

0 

0.7 

0 


-  1.0 


-  4.7 

-11.1 

14.0 

29.5 

8.6 

-49,6 

9.8 
-27.3 
-17.4 

-  4.6 

6.9 


May  12 
1942 


7134$  j*rom 


GMPR 


-18.0  I  -44.. 1 

j  -  6.0 


3.8 


0.4 

2.9 

0 


.  3.4 

-  7.0 

2.9 


.Jan.  1/; 

19a 

“Little 

Steel1* 

1/  * 


37.9 

54.4 

7.8 

0.5 


9.2 

4.7 

4.7 

7.4 

16.1 


21.9 


60.9 

90.7 

49.7- 

52.3 


31.3 
31.9 
20.0 
21.8 

42.3 


44.5 


64. 0 

*13.3 

53.2 

60.3 


41.0 

28.9 

36.4 

30.4 
4.4 

66.4 
67.6 
85. 

V 


17.6 

-  1.5 

46.9 


136.5 

57.6 

76.2 

2/ 

35.0 

70.6 
v  50,0 

a, 9 

97.2 

202.1 

69.9 

100,0 

2/ 


66,1 

27.8 

2/ 


Aug, 15 

_19J9_ 

Month 

Before 

War  in 

Europe 


65.3 

125.0 

83.6 

74.0 


62.5 
44 « 1 
30.0 
31.8 
50.7 


55.1 


179.5 
70.5 

52.7 

2/ 

162.5 

48.7 

95.7 
42.9 
97.2 

156.4 

59.0 

81.8 

2/ 


6  0.2 

27.1 

2/ 


For  footnotes,  see  page  14, 
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TABLE  2  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  MAY  1945 
"  FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


Commodity 


Average 
Prices 
May  15 
1945 


14. 8., 
-  1 8.3 
12.2  ; 


(Gents) 

FRUITS  AND: VEGETABLES i  (Continued) 

Canne d  vo go table s s 
Beans,  green  #2  caij  13.1 

Corn  11 

Poao  '  ‘  *  »» 

Tomatoes  .  . 11 

Soup,  vogotableg/  ll  bg.'  ban;  is.4 
Dried  Fruits  and  vegetable  s’: ' 

Dried  fruits i  1 

Prunes  lb. 

Dried-  vegetables ; 

Navy  beans  '  "  lb. 

Soup,  dehydrated',  2j 
chicken  noodle.  oz. 


BEVERAGES ♦ 
Coffee 
Tea 

Cocoa  V 


lb, 
,t  lb. 
i  lb. 


FATS  AND  OILS: 

Lard  lb. 

Shortening,  other  than  lard : 

In  cartons  lb. 

In  other  containers  ’  “ 

Salad  dressing  pint 

Oleomargarine  '  •  lb. 

Peanut  butter .  11 

Oil,  cooking  or  galad  2/  pint 


18.0 

11.4 


SUGAR  AND  SWEETS : 
Sugar ' 

Corn  sirup 
Molasses  2 /’ 
Apple 'buttof  2/ 


lb. 
<-4  oz, 
13  oz. 
16  oz. 


3.8 


30.4 
24.2 

10.4 


13.8 

; 

20,2- 

24.6' 

25.6; 

24.2 

23.4 

3o.b; 


6.7 

15.8 

15.8 

13.9 


'"Torgolrt : Charige  To^Hay'  15 


Apr. 17 
1945 


Month 


0.8 

0 

0 

c 

0 


1.7 

••  0 


I 


0 

0.4 

0 


0 

'  0 
•  0 
•0.4 
0 
0 
0 


0 

0 

0.6 

0.7 


May  S3 

...M. 

Year 

Ago 


0 

2.8 

0.8 

2.5 

0 


A; 

7.5 


May  18 

...1941. 

“Hold 

the 

Line11 

* 


May  12 


0  2.7 


1.3 

1.7 

3.0 


0.5 

0.5 

-0.4 

0 . 4 
0 

-0.4 

2.3 


-1.5 

0 

0: 

5.3 


-12,7 

,5.7 

-14.2" 

-  4.7 

2.3 


9.8 

14.0 

2.7 


1.3 

12.6 

13.0 


-  1.6 

0 

1,2 

1.6 

3.0 

-12,6 

1.0 


1,5 

1.3 

1.3 

7.8 


GMPR 


Jan,  14 

“Littlol 

Steel11 

1/  * 


-  6,4 

13.8 

'*15,8 

0.8 

i/ 


46,3 

26.7 

1/ 


5.2 

8.0 

2.0 


5.0 

2,0 

4.7 

0.8 

8.0 

5.6 

y 


2.9 

6.8 

9.0 

y 


31.0 

33.3 

0,8 

45.2 

3/ 


87.5 

75.4 

3/ 


46.9 

37.5 

14.3' 


102.2 

73,8 

34.4 

27.4 
55,1 
53.7 

3/ 


31.4 

16.2 

17.9 


Aug . 1 5 
1939 
Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 


y 


31.0 

42.3 

-2,2 

41 . 9 

y 


104.5 

96,6 

y 


36.3 

40.7 

20.9 


39.9 

72.6 

21,8 

V 

46.7 

53.7 

2/ 


23,8 

15.3 

16.2 

2/ 


*  Soo  general  explanation  of  tables  on,  page  2. 

1/  The  “Little  Steel “  wage  formula  applaos'to  Jan.  1,  1941.  Jan.  14,  1941  is 
nearest  date -for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  been 
computed,  . 

2/  Not  included  in  the  index, 
y  Not  priced  in  earlier  period. 

4/  Percent  change  computed  on  the  index, 
y  Composite  price  not  computed. 


tho 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Washington  25,  D.C. 


HE 


■COST  OF  LIVING  AND  RETAIL  COSTS  OF  FOOD  -  JUNE  1945 


t 


The  I'L3  index  indioatos  average  chnnges.dn  retail  of-Fes  of  selp..*-ed 

n.— .*rr,t  or'  r'v  Cities.  The  items  covered  represented  70 

01  faraiUeS  «*>““-  inW^ine  from 

IT-^r^tT  “0t  fUw  ths  filU  wart^f!  *&«<*  on  the  cost  of  living 
cuen  factors  as  lowered  quality,  disappearance  of  low-priced  ,,00*^ 

and  1  creed  changes  in  housing  and  eating  sway  from  home.'  ° 

It  does  not  measure  changes  in  total  ‘-living  costs”  —  that  is,  in  th~ 

—  anh  bond Nsfep- 

»no  =-criotiriP*f °+  °LthC'  •m':tl‘ods  used  iri  computing  the  index,  ask  for 
tlcs?"  9Ht  rn hwrnisol  %  tfff?  I1*19*  oJ'  thf'  Bureau  of  Labor  Statis- 

of  the  Prosideh Jg1  Commit tee^on  ihfroVT^  a^w’,  so*  ^  *** 

oee  Qn  Lue  hOoo  ol  Living,  November  17,  1944, 


r*  °£„S3"J  Js-isifss^s  ssr  *  'itto 

Sf  Lrs3S52,"S2S  ssvavs1? -«*■  •«*"?  - «« B«.„ 

Sv5  costsT^iSTIh  fM  -^^^'  ard^oL^LnlfhtoS'brought^hc  ^ 

8  costs  in  June  1945  to  the  highest  level  since  the  spring  of  1921. 

saw  sjhb  sr.- 

is  129 .  (^percent  of  the  l935-39  averS^  ^  1“to*  f°r  June.15’  1945 

the  sdconFconLcuhvltoLv?tiU^4t  r°Se  \7  I*™**  between  May.  15  and  Juno  15, 
half  pcrcont  s  food  prices  have  gone  up  by  more  than  one  and  a' 

percent )  as*l«rcrnr  thnn  *,  Y*?  vegetable  prices  continued  to  advance  sharply  (6,5 

sweet  potatoes  \nd  'taiteo  eoritv^1  ancrGflsos  wcre  reported  for,  oranges,  lettuce  and 
onion-  'with  P  ^h  ^  ?  contra oeasonal  movements  were  reported  for  cabbage  arid 

control  and  the  rSafS  VT  P^C°S  for  «***  whi^h  not  under  price 

from  5f8  cents  in  mddjfeiy !£! ?%th0  aY^rr^c  Frico  rose 
Qervk  -  “*  c^n  ^  in  ^ici-Juno.  Prices  for  onions  rose  24  per- 

ment  £WFnn?°'?  3.1.  percent,  beginning  their  usual  upward  seasonal  movo- 

£&.  8£R  CtongC  °VCr  the  “**>  «».ro  found  in 

cer+  of  the  ^nHorv,oo  V  ' ' rv  title  m  tho  past  15  months.  More  than  S5  per- 

oTTif  W  taiepondoat  grocers  had  no  veal  or  pork,  and  three-fourths  h'-  no  bTcf 

A^u-t  15  w^TfiT*  °f  nU  f00d  at  rctail  was  51  percent  above  the  level 'of 
fej  IU  wS*  bUt  1,3  P'jrcent  lp,ycr  thfU1  in  ^1943,  the  hignest  level  for  food 


(LS  46-id  93) 


( .  ■(•more ) 
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Clothing  prices  moved  upward  0.6  percent  between  May  and  June,  the  largest  *  “ 
advance  in  any  month  so  far  this  year.  Stocks  of  medium  and  inexpensive  apparel 
were  reported  to  be  at  the  lowest  point  during  the  war.  There  were  sharp  advances 
in  the  prices  of  tropical  weight  wool  suits  in  some  cities,  reflecting  both  the 
disappearance  of  the  lower-priced  lines  and  the  reappearance  of  prewar  quality 
suits  at  prices  considerably  higher  than  when  last  stocked.  This  season's  prices 
for  men's  cotton  slacks  and  women's  cotton  frocks  followed  the  upward  movement 
of  most  cotton  apparel.  Average  prices  of  business  shirts,  pajamas,  shorts  and 
housedresses  also  increased  but  supplies  were  limited,  although  some  retailers  in 
most  of  the  large  cities  reported  receiving  small  supplies  of  low-price1  preticketed 
merchandise  produced  under  the  WPB-OPA  low-cost  clothing  program.  Work  clothing, 
still  hard  to  get,  was  higher  in  price  and  men's  straw  hats  cost  more  than  a  year 
ago. 

Prices  of  house  furnishings  were  up  (0.3  percent)  from  mid-May  to  mid- June; 

The  effect  of  the  new  OPA  formula  (MFR  No,  5B0)  for  establishing  price  ceilings 
at  the  retail  level  was  again  reflected,  as  in  May,  in  numerous  changes  in  prices 
of  housefurnishings.  Average  costs  for  living-room  and  bedroom  furniture,  cook 
stoves  and  dinnerware  were  higher,  despite  many  small  price  decreases  in  a  number 
of  cities. 

Fuel,  electricity,  and  ice  costs  showed  little  change  during  the  month  ending 
June  15.  Hate  reductions  lowering  the  average  cost  of  gas  to  domestic  consumers  in 
Atlanta  and  a  rebate  on  most  June  electric  bills  in  Portland,  Oregon  were  offset 
by  price  increases  for  bituminous  coal  in  a  few  cities. 

On  the  average,  there  was  no  change  in  rents  in  large  cities.  However,  rent 
costs  varied  slightly  in  a  number  of  cities,  with  the  largest  increase  in  Scrahton 
(0,6  percent  from  December  1944  to  June  1945)  where  rents  are  not  under  OPA  price 
control.  Average  rents  in  this  city  are  still  below  the  1935-39  Average.  The 
largest  decrease  occurred  in  Portland,  Oregon  (0.6  percent)  for  the  corresponding 
period.  The  shortage  of  housing  continued  to  be  acute,  especially ' in  war  centers. 

Cost  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  remained  relatively  stable  (0.1  per¬ 
cent  increase).  Pi' ices  for  newspapers  in  Cleveland,  Milwaukee ,  and  Portland, 

Oregon  were  raised  and  the  cost  of  medical  services,  men's  haircuts,  and  beduty 
shop  services  rose  in  a  few  cities.  *  4 


i: 


NOTE:.  General  explanation  of  tables: 


%  s  ■ 
i  .  i • 


The  indexes  are  based  on  time-to-time  changes  in  the  cost  of  good$  .and 
services  purchased  by  wage  earners  and  lower- salaried  workers  in  large  nitx&’s, .  .  Thej 
do  not  indicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another, , 


v  ,<> 


Data  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  exedpt  those  "for  January  1941*  ;’”1 
on  tables  1  and  2,  which  have  been  estimated  for  January  1  (the  date  used  in  the*';" 
"Little  Steel"  wage  formula  of  the  National  War  Labor  Board),  by  assuming  an  even 
rate  of  change  from  December  14,  1940  to  the  next  pricing "date, 

GMPR  •  General  Efeximum  Price  Regulation  -  Issued  on  May  18, -1942 'and-  estab¬ 
lished  =  retail  price  ceilings  at  their  highest  levels  in  March  1942.  -  'f 

..The  President's  "Hold -the -Line"  order  was  issued  April  8,  1943#  The  peak  of 
the  rise  Which  led  to  this  order  was  reached  in  May,  which  is,  "t  he  ref  ore,  used  for 
this  comparison. 


(SEE  PAGE  2-A) 
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"•£9-4  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  four  days 
of  the  week  which  includes  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  tho  month. 
Aggrcgato  costs  of  foods  in  each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of 
families  of  wage  earners  and  lower-salaried  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the 
United  States  with  the  use  of  population  weights.  In  March  1943  the  number  of 

cities  included  in  tho  food  indox  was  increasod  from  51  to  56,  and  tho  number  of 
foods  from  54  to  61. 


CG?  clothing.,  house  furnishings,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services 
are  obtained  in  34  large  cities  in  March,  Juno,  September,  and  December.  In 

intervening  months,  prices  are  collected  in  21  of  tho  34  citibs  for  a  shorter  list 
of  goods  and  services. 

Rents  are  now  surveyed  semiannually  in  most  of  the  34  cities  (in  March  and 
September,  or  in  June  and  December).  In  computing  tho  all  items  indexes  for 
in  i vi dual  cities  and  the  ront  index  for  the  average  of  largo  cities,  because  of 
the  general  stability  of  average  rents  at  the  present  time,  the  indexes  are  held 
constant  in  cities  not  surveyed  during  the  current  quarter. 

Prices  for  fuel,  electricity  and  are  collected  monthly  in  34  large  cities. 
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TABUS  1  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED* 

FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES  MD  PERCENT  CHANGES 


• 

Group 

June 

1945 

"TW - 

1945 

June  • 

19l4| 

Hay 

1943 

May  ■  ■ 

1942 

Jan. 

1941 

Aug . 

1939 

This 

Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

’’Hold 

the 

Line”* 

GMPR 

* 

’’Little 

Steel” 

* 

Month 

Before 
War  in 
Europe 

t  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■ 

«  -j,  Indexe  s. 

1935-39 

=  100.0 

ALL  ITEMS 

129.0 

128. 1R 

125.4 

125  a 

116.0 

100.8 

98.6 

«  Food 

141.1 

138.8 

135.7 

143.0 

121.6 

’  97*6 

93 .5 

Clothing 

149.4 

1I4J4  c6r 

138.0 

127  o9 

126.2 

101.2 

100.3 

Rent 

108.3 

— 

106.1 

108  *0 

109.9 

-  105.0 

104.3 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

110.0 

110.0 

109.6 

107.6 

IOI4.9 

•  100.8 

97.5 

Gas  &  electricity 

95.2 

95.2 

95.6 

96a 

96.6 

97.5 

49.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

124.5, 

ia!4  »h 

123.2 

118,7 

112.9 

IOI4.O 

96.3 

Ho  use  furnishings. 

145  *8 

ll|-t  R 

138.4 

125  a 

122.2 

100.2 

100.6 

Mi  soellaneous 

124.0 

123  *9r 

121.7 

115.3 

110.9 

101.8 

100.4 

Percent  Change  to  June  19 h3 


ALL  ITEMS 

» 

0,7 

2.9 

3a 

11,2 

28.0 

30.8 

Food 

mm  mm  • 

1.7 

1*.0 

-1.3 

16.0 

I|i4#6 

50.9 

Clothing 

— 

0.6 

5.4 

13.7 

15.2 

43  a 

45.0 

Rent 

— —  * 

« — 

0.2 

0.3 

-1.5 

3a 

3.8 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

mm  mm  4 

0 

0.4 

2,2 

4.9 

9.1 

12,8 

Gas  &  electricity 

— 

0 

-0  c4 

-0.9 

—l  .4 

—2  .Ij. 

-3.8 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

— 

oa 

1.1 

4.9 

10.3 

19=7 

29.3 

Housefurnishings 

— 

0.3 

5o 

i6«5 

19.3 

45.5 

Uu  9 

Miscellaneous 

••  mm  *  ■ 

•  *  . 

oa 

1.9 

7o5  . 

11.8 

21,8 

23-5 

4  * 

*  See  general  explanation 

»  „  t 

of  tables  on 

page  2, 

rt 

h  . 

\  ^ 

R  =  Revised. 
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TABLE  2  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN.  LARGE:’  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  ' JuNE .  1975 
' PROM  SPECIFIED  DATES ,  BY'  CITIES 


*  -  -  ..  1  . 


City 


AVERAGE 

.Baltimore,  Nd. 
.Birmingham,  Ala* 
J3oston,  Mass. 

.Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
(Chicagq,  Ill* 

.  "  ■*  *> 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo. 

Detroit,  Mich, 
Houston,  Tex* 

Kan sas  C i ty ,  Mo • 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Minneapolis,  Minn* 

New  York,  N*  Y. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

Savannah,  Ga.  . .  . 

Seattle,  Wash. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


May 

191+5 

j  June 

1  19I4I4 

‘  Kay 

.191+3 

May 

191+2 

Jan. 

191+1 

Aug  • 

1939  7 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

"Hold 
'  the 
Line"* 

GMPR 

* 

"Little 

Steel” 

* 

Month  ,-VA 
Defer'  W 
W  ar  in  ^ 
Europe 

0.7 

2.9 

4 

.3.1 

11.2 

28.0 

30.8 

1.5 

lj.2 

3.7 

12  <>7 

32.0 

314.7 

0.6 

2.1 

5.1 

11.7 

30.1 

31+.2 

1.3 

3.0 

2.6 

10^7 

26.6 

29.2 

1 .9 

2.5 

0.5 

7,1+ 

27.0 

pi  8 7 

0.2 

2;7 

3.0 

10.0 

26.7 

» 

29.9 

1.1 

2;2 

7.5 

11  c6 

29.9 

33.0 

0.5 

2.6 

3.7 

11.7 

29 .7  . 

32.3 

0 

3.0 

3.2 

11.1 

23.7- 

30.2 

1.3 

3.3 

2.7 

10.1 

29.5 

32.8 

OcU 

2.5 

1.8 

9.0 

2i+.2 

25.8 

0.6 

2.9 

3.8 

ii.7 

29  o2 

28.9 

0.2 

2.9 

5.7 

10.5 

27.3 

29.9 

0.6 

2.0 

2.3 

7.5 

22.7 

25.0 

0.9 

3.0 

7.7 

11+.5 

28.7 

31.0 

0.7 

2-7 

2.7  . 

H.7- 

28.8 

30.7 

1.2 

3-2 

7.5 

12.7 

.  29.0  . 

32.6 

0.8 

2.5 

2.7 

10.2. 

.  26.1 

29.9 

0.6 

2.7 

3.6 

12.8 

30.1+ 

33.6 

0.7 

2.0 

3.7 

12  08 

3I+.5 

37.1+ 

-0  •  1 

2.3  ■ 

..  1#9  - 

.  8.9 

. 29-*5- 

-31.6 

0.7 

3*3 

3.9 

12.0 

Y  ’  ‘ 

28,6 

30.3 

\  ■ 

\ 


*  See  general  explanation  of  table s  on  page  2, 


TABLE  3  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  MAY  1945  TO  JUNS  1945 
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— - - — ; - 1 - - 

City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Clothing 

Fuel, 

;  Electric- 
lity.&  Ice 

I  House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Mi scel- 
laneous 

AVERAGE 

% 

0.7 

1.7 

0.6 

1  f 

0,0 

0.3 

j  0,1 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

1.3 

-1.1 

> 

■>  Baltimore,  Md. 

1.5 

3.1 

1.1 

0.1 

1.1 

0. 1 

/  Birmingham,  Ala. 

0.6 

1.6 

0.1 

0 

0 

•  ‘  o 

Boston,  Mass. 

1.3 

2.9 

0.7 

0 

0,3 

-0. 1 

Buffajo,  N.  Y. 

1.3 

2.3 

1.8 

0.2 

1.9 

O' 

Chicago,  Ill. 

0.2 

0.5 

0.1 

0 

0,1 

0 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

1.1 

2.3 

0.5 

0 

O.  6 

0.2 

0  ? 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

0.5 

1.2 

0.1 

0 

0 

Denver,  Colo. 

0 

0.1 

0.1 

0 

0.5 

-0.2 

Detroit,  Mich. 

1.3 

3.1 

l.C 

-0.1 

J/-1.2 

0.3 

0.1 

Houston,  Tex. 

0.4 

0.8 

0.6 

0 

0 

Indianapolis, ,Ind. 

-- 

1.7 

0.1 

J ack  sonvi lie,,  Fla . 

•>  — 

0.8 

mm  mm 

.0 

mm  mm 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

0.6 

1;5 

0.1 

0 

1.7 

0,2 

Los  Angeles,.  Calif. 

0.2 

0.2 

0.3 

0 

0.  6 

o 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

2.6 

0.2 

mm  mm 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

— 

2.0 

mm  mm 

0 

4 

Milwaukee,  Wi,s. 

-- 

2.1 

mm  mm 

0.5 

— 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

0. 6* 

1.4 

O'.  4 

0.4 

0 

o 

Mobile,  Ala. 

— 

0.7 

««,  mm 

0.5 

New  -Orleans,  .La, 

— 

-0.4 

mm  mm  j 

0.2 

t  j 

New.York^  N.  ,Y. 

0.9  ' 

T.8 

1.0 

0 

0.4 

0.5 

Norfolk,  Va. , 

* 

0.7  , 

i  1 

,  0 

Philadelphia,.  Pa.  , 

0.4 

0.8 

-0.3 

.0.3  , 

Q,1  I 

0.2 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

1.2 

3.0 

G.  2 

V 

-0.7 

0.1 

0 

Portland,  Maine 

— 

1.3 

mm 

-0.1 

j 

Portland,  Orpg. 

— 

0.3 

mm  mm 

2.6 

i  1 

Richmond,  Va, 

....  ' 

1.2 

0 

St..  Louis,  Mp. 

0.8 

1.6 

0.4 

•0.1 

0.4 

o 

San-  Francisco,  Calif 

0.6 

1.2 

.  0.6 

-  0 

0,5 

0.1 

Savannah,  Ga. 

0.4 

0.9 

0.2 

C 

6.1* 

o 

Scranton,  Pa. 

— 

3.4 

mm  mm 

'  “o' 

Seattle,  Wash. 

-C.l 

-C.3 

C.  4 

c 

C.l 

o 

Washington,  D.  C. 

— - — - ' '  i 

0.7 

■  i- 

1  •  -4 

i 

.0.8 

0.4 

0.6 

0.2. 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2.  1  -  ;r,,' 

_l/  Decrease  reflects  downward  adjustment  in  costs  of  some  housefurnishing  articles 
of  prewar  quality,  based  on  additional  information  obtained  after  these  goods” 
returned  to  retail  markets  in  1944  and  spring  of  1945. 


Pago  6 
June  1965 

TABLE  3A  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
.  . - . , . FROM  MARCH  1965  TO  JUNE  1965 


. "City-'" . 

All 

Items 

Food 

Cloth- 
.  ing 

Rent 

Fuel, 

Electric 
ity  &  Icq 

House- 
-  furnish- 
►  ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

AVERAGE 

1.7 

3.8 

'1.2 

\ 

0.0 

0.0 

0.9  < 

■  • 

0 

Atlanta,  Ga, 

0,9 

2.3 

0.6 

mm  mm 

-0.3 

3.6 

•  -0.6 

Baltimore,  Md, 

2.6 

5-1 

1.4 

— 

-0.3 

1.9 

0.2 

Birmingham,  Ala, 

1.5. 

2.8 

6.1 

0.2 

2.6 

-0.6 

1.2 

Boston,  Mass., 

2.1 

6.7 

1.6 

1/  0.1 

-0.5 

1.3 

-0.2 

Buffalo,  N.  Y, 

1.7 

3.7 

2.7 

T/  0.2 

-2.2 

1.9 

0 

Chicago,  Ill, 

1.7 

3.9 

0.6 

T/  0 

0.7 

0.6 

0.1 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

2.3 

4.8 

1.4 

mm  mm 

1.1 

1.5 

.  -0.2 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

2.0 

4.9 

6.3 

1/-0.2 

1.0 

1.4 

0.2 

Denver,  Colo, 

1.9 

3.7  » 

o.l 

T/  0 

o.3 

0.3 

1.6 

Detroit,  Mich, 

2.7  • 

3.9 

3.0 

T/  0.2 

0.2 

2/-0.1 

0.3 

Houston,  Tex, 

1.5 

3.5 

1.1 

— 

0 

0.2 

•  -0.6 

Indianapolis,  Ind, 

1.6 

6.0 

0.1 

l/-0.1 

1.1. 

2/- 1.6 

;’0.6 

Jacksonville,.  Fla, 

1.5 

3.3 

o.k 

1/  0.2 

► 

0.1 

2.3 

o.l 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

1.6 

3.1 

1.2 

T/-0.2 

1.5 

3.3 

0.2 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

1.0 

1.5 

0.9 

T/  0.2 

0 

1.3  . 

1.0 

Manchester,  N.  H, 

1.9 

3.5 

0.9 

a  — 

0.3 

1.5 

0.3 

Memphis,  Tonn, 

1.7 

3.7 

0.7 

;  — 

0.8 

1.2 

0.2 

Milwaukee,  Wis, 

2.3 

5.4 

0.1 

0 

0.5 

0.8, 

.0.6 

Minneapolis,  Minn, 

1.2 

2.9 

0.7 

0.6 

0.1. 

.  0.3 

Mobile-.,  Ala,  . 

0.7 

1.6 

o.3 

1/  0.1 

1.0 

'0.1 . 

.  0 

New  Orleans,  La, 

0.8 

0.9 

0.3 

T/-0.1 

0.2 

3/ 

1.5 

New  York,  N,  Y., 

2,0 

6.2 

1.4 

T/  0  • 

-0.2 

0.9 

0.6 

Norfolk,  Va, 

0.8 

1.4 

1.7 

T/  0.1 

0.5 

0 

■  •  0.2 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

1.4 

3.4 

,  0.6 

— 

...  -0.9 

0 

A  0.3 

Pittsburgh,  Pa,- 

2.3 

5.5 

’<  0.2 

1/-0.1 

-0.1 

1.6, 

A’  0.1 

Portland,  Maine 

1.0  > 

2.9 

0.3 

i-0,2 

—0,8 

0.1 

—0  •  1 

Portland,  Orcg. 

1.7 

3.1 

0.6 

1/-0.6 

3.2 

0,7 

1.3 

Richmond,  Va,  . 

0.9 

1.9 

-0.1 

-- 

0.9 

1.6 

0 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

2.0 

l-i. 3 

1.0 

— 

0.5 

1.5- 

...  0 

San  Francisco,  .Calif, 

°.7 

c.9 

1.0 

— 

0.2 

0.6.  • . 

.-  0.6 

Savannah,  Ga,  , 

0.8 

1.6 

-  0.5 

1/  0.2 

0 

2.6  . 

-0.2 

Scranton,  Pa, 

3.1 

6.3 

0.7 

1/  0.6 

0 

0.8 

0.3 

Seattle,  Wash, 

0.5.  . .. 

0.7  - 

-1.6 

..  — . 

—  r.o  - 

“2.0' 

-6.1 

W a  shtK'g" toil,  D' .  C , 

— — 

2.0 

3.5 

3.8 

1/  0  . 

-0.1 

0.1 

i 

■  0.9 

*  See  general . explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 
l/  Change  from  December  1966# '  ■ 

<-/  Decrease  reflects  downward  adjustment  in  costs  of  some  housefurnishing  artioles 
of  prewar  quality,  based  on  additional  information  obtained  after  these  goods 
returned  to  retail  markets  in  19 14I;  and  spring  of  1965* 

3/  JNot  available.  Insufficient  data. 


Page  7 
June  1945 

TABLE  4  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  URGE  CITIES* 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
APRIL,  MAY,  AND  JUNE,  1945 

(Note:  Some  indexes  for  April  and  May  revised,) 


(1935-39  =  100.0) 


All 

Cloth- 

‘  Fuel* 

Electric- 

House-  . 

Mis cel- 

City 

Food 

Rent 

furnish- 

Items 

ing 

ity  Sc  Ice 

ings 

laneous 

AVERAGE 

i  ,  ■  , 

April 

h 

M/ 

127.1 

136.6 

147,..  1 

-- 

109.8 

144.9 

123.8 

May 

128.1 

138.8 

144 .  & 

•»  — 

110.0 

145.4 

123.9 

June 

i 

129,0 

141 . 1 

145.4 

108.3 

110.0 

145.8 

124.0 

Atlanta,  Ga, 

( 

April 

-- 

137.3 

-- 

— 

115.9 

— 

— 

May 

-- 

138.3 

— 

— 

116,6 

— 

— 

June 

i 

129.9 

140.1 

141.5 

— 

115.3 

145.3 

130.8 

Baltimore,  Md, 

' 

April 

i 

130,0 

144. 9 

147.2 

-- 

108.7 

150.1 

123.4 

May 

.  4L 

131.0 

146.9 

148.2 

-- 

108.7 

150.7 

123.4 

June 

132.9 

151.4 

149.8 

— 

108.8 

152.3 

123,5 

Birmingham,  Ala, 

April 

131.0 

141.1 

141.6 

«  n» 

104.8 

139.5 

126.6 

May 

131.4 

141.4 

141.7 

-- 

107.5 

139.4 

126.7 

June 

132, 2 

143.7 

141.3 

122.6 

107.5 

139,4 

126.7 

Boston,  Mass, 

April 

123,0 

130.3 

140.8 

— 

120,2 

143.8 

117.7 

May 

123.9 

133.0 

141.7 

— 

120. 1 

144,4 

117.6 

June 

125.5 

136.8 

142.7 

105.1 

120.1 

144,9 

117. 5 

Buffalo,  N.  Y, 

April 

127.1 

134. 7 

141.8 

-- 

106.9 

138.7 

125.7 

May 

•  5 

127.8 

137.1 

142.2 

-- 

104,6 

138.8 

125.7 

June 

f . 

129,4 

140,2 

144.8 

115.0 

104.8 

141.5 

125.7 

Chicago,  Ill, 

t 

April 

i 

126.5 

1.36.2 

139.5 

••  mm 

105.2 

133.0 

1  OO  O 
~  •  U 

May 

127.9 

139.5 

139.7 

mm  mm 

105.9 

138.6' 

122.3 

June 

128,2 

140,2 

139.9 

114.8 

105.9 

133.3 

122.3 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

April 

127.0 

135.0 

146 , 4 

— 

106.2 

14-2,3  • 

125.0 

May 

123.0 

137,5 

146.8 

— 

107.4 

142.9 

124.8 

June 

129,4 

140,6 

147.6 

— 

107.4 

143.8 

125.0 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

April  '  * 

130.1 

140.7 

145.5 

— 

112. 5 

144. 3 

122.6 

May 

131.7 

lz(4-  •  6 

145.4 

— 

113.6 

145.9  . 

122.6 

June 

132.3 

146.4 

145,5 

115.7 

■r  ■  — - 

113.6 

145.9 

122,8 

For  footnotes,  see  page  10, 


Page  8 
June  1945 


TAB  in  4  (continued)  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
-INDEXES  BY  GROUPS ,  BY  CITIES 
APRIL,  MAY,  AND  JUNE,  1945 


Some  indexes  for  April  and  May  revised.) 


(1955-39  =  100. 0) 


•City 

All 

Food 

Cloth- 

Rent 

Electric- 

House - 

furnish- 

Mis  cel- 

Items 

•ing 

ity  a  Ice 

ings 

laneous 

Denver,  Colo.  * 

V 

/ 

April 

126.5 

137.9 

135.8, 

mm  mm 

104.1 

154.9 

122.6  . 

May 

128.4 

141.3 

135.7 

mm  mm 

104.4 

155,0 

124,3 

June 

128.4 

142.0 

135.9 

109.5 

104.4 

155.8 

124.1 

Detroit,  Mich. 

•» 

129.6 

April 

127.8 

132.1 

141.6 

-- 

112.8 

157.1 

May 

129.1 

135.0 

142.6 

mm  mm 

113.4 

158.0 

129.8 

June  » 

130.8 

139,2 

•144.0 

p-5.1 

113.3  : 

1/  156.1 

129.9  . 

Houston,  Tex. 

* 

Anril 

125.6 

136.7 

139".  6 

mm  mm 

91.1’ 

124.0 

123. 5 

May  - 

126.2 

138.4 

139.3 

— 

91.1 

143.7 

123.3 

June- 

126.7 

139.5 

140,6 

— 

91.1 

144.1 

123.3 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

.  •• 

** 

* 

■j 

t;  * 

April 

— 

133.3 

•no  o 

mm  mm 

May 

— 

135.1 

--  i 

wm  mm 

’113.3 

— 

mm  mm 

June 

129.5 

137.4 

137.6  1 

: 

115.8 

• 

113.4 

O 

to 

-y 

127*4 

Jacks onville ,  Fla. 

••  .  i 

• 

April 

-- 

145.5 

mm 

113.9 

— 

—  . 

May 

••  «w» 

146.4 

-- 

— 

'  114.0 

— 

•m  mm 

June 

135.6 

147.5 

142.0 

113.4 

114.0 

151.1 

137.3 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

•  • 

- 

April 

125.6 

131.5 

144.4'  < 

: 

•  110.2 

132.2 

126,4 

May 

126.3 

132.4 

145.7 

-- 

’  111.9 

133.3 

126.5 

June 

127.1  . 

134.4 

145.9 

109.6 

111.9 

135.5 

126 . 7 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

‘ 

* 

¥ 

April 

130.0 ' 

±44.4 

141.6. 

— 

92.5 

144.0 

126.7 

May 

130,.  3 

144. 5 

141.6 

— 

92.5 

144. 1 

127.5 

June 

130.5  .. 

144.  S 

1/2.0 

110.9 

92.5 

145.0 

127.5 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

•  ‘ 

l 

- 

,  i 

April 

— 

132.7 

mm  mm 

121.6 

— 

— 

*  May 

-- 

133.9 

-- 

•m  mm 

127.7 

—  . 

— 

■  June 

• 

131.3 

137.4 

147.3 

— 

127.9 

143.4 

122.6 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

; 

• 

■  *  - 

• 

’*  'g  ' 

April 

— 

145.2 

mm  mm 

-- 

105.5 

mm  mm 

Y .  -- 

May 

-- 

H6.9 

mm  mm 

106.3 

— 

mm  mm 

June 

132.0 

149.8 

148.7 

— 

mm  mm 

106.3 

139.7 

120,2 

For  footnotes, 


see  page  10, 
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June  1945 

Table  4  (continued)  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
APRIL,  MAY,  AND  JUNE,  1945 

(Note:  Some  indexes  for  April  and  May  revised,) 


(1935-39  =  100.0) 


r 

■*»  ■  ..  %v 

City  i 

All 

Items 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

•  V*  / 

Rent 

Fuel, 

Electric¬ 
ity  &  Ice 

House - 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

t 

... »  M  i  lwauke  e ,  Wis , 

April 

m' 

134.3 

109.5 

* 

mm  mm 

May 

— 

138.1 

mmmrn 

mm  mm 

109.5 

.... 

mm  mm 

June  • 

127.0 

141.0 

135.9 

103.8 

110.0 

143.6  , 

120.0 

Minneapolis,  Minn, 

4 

April 

123.2 

129.5 

140,2 

-  - 

102.6 

133.3 

123.0 

Mav 

«/ 

123,9 

131.2 

140,5 

mm  mm 

102,6 

138.9 

123.0 

June 

124.6 

133.0 

141.1 

— 

103.0 

.  133.9 

123.0 

Mobile,  Ala, 

April 

««  mm 

144.9 

■m  mm 

102.7 

mm  mm 

May 

— 

144.9 

rnm  mrn 

103.2 

mm  mm 

mm  mm 

June 

* 

129  .J 

145.9 

133,6 

115.2 . 

103.7 

1.37,1 

119.8 

New  Orleans,  La, 

April 

-- 

152.3 

mm  mm 

•  rnm 

100,1 

May 

mm 

153.0 

mm  mm 

_  — 

100,0 

mmmm 

mm  mm 

June 

132. .4 

152.4 

139. 1 

107.2 

100.2 

.  2 / 

121.3 

New  York,  N.  Y, 

April 

127,4 

136.8 

149.3 

mm  mm 

114. 1 

134. 5 

126,0 

May 

123. 5 

139.6 

150.1 

-- 

113.9 

134.9 

126.0 

June  }  . 

129, 7 

142,1 

151.6 

103,5 

113.9 

135.4 

126.6 

Norfolk,  Va. 

April 

-- 

140.1 

IP*  mm 

( 

.  119.7 

4' 

May 

142,4 

' 

| 

:  120,3 

mm  •• 

mm  mm 

•  June 

132,3 

143,4 

143,8 

109,2 

i 

i  120.3 

1 42.5  . 

131,5 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

April 

126.,  0 

134,2 

145.4 

rnmmm 

.  109.4 

144.7 

121.0 

May 

#  «r  * 

127,3 

137,7 

145,9 

mm  mm 

109.2 

144.1 

120.8 

June 

*  -  • 

127,  .8 

1,38.8 

145,5 

m  mm 

.  109.5 

144.2 

121.1 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

! 

April 

123,1 

135,4 

166,0 

mm  mm 

112.0 

145.7 

120.0 

May 

123.9 

137,1 

166,4 

mm  mm 

112,7 

147,6 

120.0 

•  June 

* 

130,5 

141,2 

166,7 

107,5 

111.9 

147,8 

120.0 

Portland,  Me, 

April  •  ..  , 

mm 

131.3 

1  — 

119.2 

mm  mm 

May 

mm  mm 

133.4 

-m f.  r 

113.3 

mmw 

J 11210 

126.7 

135.2 

145.6  :i 

.106,4 

113.2 

141.2- 

122,5  , 

For  footnotes,  see  page  10, 
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TABLE  4  (continued)  -  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
APRIL,  MAY,  AND  JUNE,  1945 

(Note:  Some  indexes  for  April  and  May  revised.) 


(1935-39  =  100.0) 


.  City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Rent 

Fuel, 

Electric¬ 
ity  &  Ice 

House - 

furnis  h- 
ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Portland,  Ore. 

•April 

— 

147.4 

-- 

117.1 

mm  mm 

-- 

May 

149.9 

-- 

-- 

117.2 

-- 

mm  mm 

,  June 

135.5- 

150.3 

142.6 

114.7 

120.3 

146.1 

130,4 

Richmond,  Va. 

1 

• 

April 

-- 

133.2 

— 

— 

aos.6 

— 

-- 

May 

-- 

134., 5 

mm  mm 

— 

109.6  . 

- ' 

— 

June 

125.2 

136.1 

144.4 

— 

109.6 

144.7 

113.9 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

> 

.  - 

■  April 

125.3 

139.0 

140.1 

M. 

107.3 

125.8 

119.9 

.  May 

126.4 

141.7 

149.5 

-- 

:  1Q7.7 

I46.5 

119.9 

June 

1 

127.4 

144.0 

141.0 

— 

:  107.3 

127.0 

119.9 

San  Francisco,  Cal, 

' 

April 

132.8 

14s .  4 

142.1 

-- 

92.6 

130.5 

133.0 

May 

131.9 

145.7 

142.7 

mm  mm 

92.3 

-  130.7 

133.0 

June 

132 . 7 

147. 5 

143. 5 

92.8 

131.3 

133.1 

Savannah,  Ga, 

■4 

* 

April 

135.2 

150.8 

143.9 

-- 

113.0 

153.6 

129.4 

.  May 

135.3 

151.7 

144.2 

— 

113.0 

.  156.1 

129.7 

June 

136.4 

153.1 

144.5 

% 

115.9 

113.0 

156.3: 

129.7 

Scranton,  Pa. 

.  April 

— 

136.4 

— 

mm  mm 

111.0 

_ 

..  May 

— 

139.8 

— 

•m  mm 

111.0 

*  -  "" 

— 

June 

« 

12S.2 

144. 5 

147.9 

97.3 

111.0 

141.7' 

115.6 

Seattle,  Wash, 

• 

\ 

April 

131.4 

143.0 

144. 5 

mm  mm 

103.9 

142.6 

132.3 

May  '  ; 

132.1 

144  •  4 

145.1 

-- 

104.9* 

.  14511; 

132.2* 

June  !  •* 

A  •  "  i'\  ! 

132.0 

144.0 

145.7 

4* 

104.9 

145.3; 

132.2 

Washington,  D,? C,  ; 

V 

April  t 

126.4 

137.3 

151.3 

— 

109.1 

139.9 

127.4 

May  •  • 

12-7.6 

139.7 

155.0 

— 

109.2  . 

139.9 

128.2 

June 

1-28. 5 

141.6 

156.3 

100.3 

109.6 

140.3 

123.4 

*  See  general ,  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2, 

1/  Decrease  reflects  downward  adjustment  in  costs  of  somo  housefurnishing  articles 

of  prewar  quality,  based- on  additional  information  obtained  after  these  goods 
returned  to  retail  markets  in  19W+  and'  spring  of  I9I4.5. 

2/  Not  .available.  Insufficient  data. 
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TABLE  5  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  Juno  1945 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


■Jft 

Group 

June  12 

-1245. . 

May  15 

June  13 
1944 

May  18 
1943 

May  12 
1942 

Jan. 14 
1941 

Aug.  15 
1939 

This 

Month 

1/ 

Last 

Month 

/ 

Year 

Ago 

“Hold 

the 

Line"-* 

GMPR 

■* 

“Little 
Steel" 
*  2/ 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Eurono 

\ 

Indexes. 

-1935-39 

=  100.0 

• 

*  » 

7all  foods 

141.1 

138.8 

135.7 

143.0 

121.6 

97.8 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakory  products 

109.1 

109.0 

108.4 

107.6 

105.2 

94.9 

93.4 

Moats 

131.6 

131. 6R 

129.8 

138.3 

124.3 

101.1 

95.7 

Beef  &  voal 

113.5 

118.6 

118.8 

131.2 

124.1 

109.4 

99.6 

Pork 

112.6 

112.5 

112.0 

125.5, 

123.2 

36.1 

88.0 

Lamb 

136.0 

135.9 

134.8 

141.6 

118.2 

98.7 

93.8 

Chickens 

156.8 

156.3R 

154.1 

147.6 

113.4 

97.2 

94.6 

Fish,  frosh  &  canned 

215.6 

218.7 

196.7 

200.5 

15Q.9 

118.7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

133.4 

133.5 

133.5 

136.9 

123.3 

105.1 

93.1 

Eggs 

145.1 

140.7 

129.1 

142.1 

115.4 

97.4 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

192.6 

182.5 

174.0 

190.8 

128.7 

93.3 

92.4 

Fresh 

207.7 

195.0 

184.6 

205.8 

130.0 

93.4 

92.8 

Canned 

130.1 

130.2 

129.2 

131.1 

122.7 

91.4 

91.6 

Dried 

168.3 

168.5 

164.1 

158.0 

131.2 

99.6 

90.3 

Beverages 

124.6 

124.6 

124.3 

124.5 

124.6 

.,90.9 

94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

123.9 

123.9 

123.1 

126.3 

122.4 

80.3 

84.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

126.4 

126.5 

126.5 

127.6 

127.1 

.  95.3  • 

95.6 

*  if 

Percent  Change  to  June  12 

t  1242 

ALL  FOODS 

-- 

1.7 

4.0 

-  1.3 

16.0 

44.3 

50.9 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

0.1 

0.6 

1.4 

3.7 

15.0 

16.8 

Meats 

■m  mm 

0 

1.4 

-  4.3 

5.9 

30.2 

37.5 

Beef  &  veal 

— 

-0.1 

-0.3 

-  9.7 

-4.5 

'3.3 

19.0 

Pork 

— • 

0.1 

0.5 

-10.3 

-8.6 

30.3  \  28. 0 

Lamb 

0.1 

0.9’ 

-  4.0 

15.1s 

37.3 

37.7 

Qhickens 

-- 

0.3 

1.8 

6;2 

38.3 

61.3 

65.8 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

•—  mm 

-1.4 

9.6 

7.5 

42.9 

■81.6  116.5 

Dairy  products 

mm  mm 

-0.1 

-0.1 

-  2.6 

8.2 

26.9 

43.3 

Eggs 

r- 

3.1 

12.4 

2.1 

25.7 

49.0 

60.0 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

5.5  * 

10.7  r 

0.9 

49.7 

106.4  108.4 

Fresh 

— 

'  6.5  ‘ 

12.5 

0.9 

59.3 

122.4  123.3 

Canned  "  '  * 

.  -- 

-0.1  ’ 

0.7 

-  0.8 

6.0 

42.3 

42.0 

Dried  *  " 

— ; 

■  0.2  ’ 

2.9 

6.8 

28,7 

69.5 

86.9 

Beverages 

— 

0 

0.2 

0.1 

0 

37.1 

31  ;3 

Fats  &  oils 

% 

0 

0.6 

-.1.9 

1.2 

*54.3 

46.6 

Sugar  &  sweets 

X. 

■  ‘  •<  * 

-0.1 

*i  * 

-0.1 

-  0.9 

-0.6 

'  32.6 

<• 

32.2 

R  -  Revised,.  '  * 

*  Soo  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2, 

1/  Preliminary.  t 

2/  ThG  "Little  Stool"  y/ago  formula  applies  to  Jan.  1,  1941.  Jan,  14,  1941  is  tho 
nearest  dato  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  been 
computed. 
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'  TABLE  6  -  RETAIL' ‘FOOD  COSTS  "IN'LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES'  BY  GROUPS  OF  POODS 
May  15,  1945  "to  June  12/  1945 


.  City 

i  l«. 

All 

Foods 

Cereals 

and 

Bakery 

Meats 

Dairy 

Prod¬ 

ucts 

S-ggs 

Fruits 
i  and 

Veg, 

Bev¬ 

er¬ 

ages 

Fats 

and 

Oils 

Sugar 

and 

Sweets 

AVERAGE 

1,7 

0.1 

0.0 

-0.1 

3.1 

5.5 

0.0 

0.0 

-0.1 

Atlanta,  -Ga-,  •  • 

1.3 

•t  C 

•0  -  - 

O.lv 

0 

-0.1 

6.6  - 

0 

. o . 

o . ~ 

Baltimore,  Md, 

3.1 

0— •■  •  • 

1.1 

-  0.2  • 

■1,1 

8.9 

0  , 

0.3 

0.2 

Birmingham,  Ala.  . 

1.6 

0.3 

0.2 

-0. 2 

5.8 

4.7 

-0,2 

-0.1 

-0.2 

Boston,  Mass. 

2.9 

0.1 

-1.4 

0 

4.7 

12.8 

0 

0  . 

0.1 

Bridgeport,  Conn, 

1.9 

-0.2 

1.2 

0 

2.7 

5.8.; 

0 

0 

0 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

2.3 

0.1 

-0.7 

-0.1 

-1.6 

10.3 

0 

0.1 

0,2 

Butte,  Mont. 

1.1 

-0.1 

0.9 

’  0 

1.3 

2.8 

-0,2 

-0.1 

0 

Cedar  Rapids,,  Iowa 

1.3 

0 

-0.5 

0 

2.6 

5.0 

0.1 

0.1 

-0.1 

•Charleston,  Si  C. 

1.3 

0 

1.1 

0 

5.3 

2.7 

0 

0.2. 

0.1 

Chicago,  Ill.  V 

0.5 

-0, 1 

0.6 

0 

1.2 

1.2 

-0.4 

0 

0 

Cincinnati,  Ohicr 

2.3 

0 

-0.1 

0.1 

5.2 

6.7 

-0.2 

0 

0 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

1.2 

0 

0.2 

-0.1 

2.0 

3.5 

-0.1 

0 

0 

Columbus,  Ohio 

2,2 

'0 

2.0 

0 

5.9 

6.2 

0 

0 

-0.1 

Dallas ,  Texas 

1.0 

-0.1 

0.2 

0 

2.3 

3.9 

0.1 

0 

0 

Denver,  Colo. 

0.1 

2.3 

-0.4 

0.1 

5.1 

-1.2 

0 

-0.1 

0 

V 

Detroit,  Mich, 

3.1 

0 

0.2 

0.1 

5.9 

10.2 

-0.1 

0 

0  ■ 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

2.0 

-0.2 

-1.2 

0 

6.1 

9.9 

0 

-0.2 

0 

Houston,  Texas 

0.8 

0.3 

1.2 

-0.6 

4.7 

1.2 

0 

0,6 

0 

Indianapolis,  Tnd, 

1.7 

0.2 

0.2 

0 

2.0 

6.6 

0 

-0.1 

0.2 

Jackson,  Miss.  v 

1.1 

-0.2 

0.1 

0 

6.3 

4. 2 

0.1 

-0.7 

0  . 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

o.s; 

-»-0 . 1 

-0.5 

0 

2.9 

2.5 

0 

0.4 

0.2 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

1.5y 

->  0.3 

•  0.6 

-0.1 

3.4 

4.9 

-0.1 

0.1 

-0.8 

Knoxville ,  Term,.  . 

0.8 

0.2 

-0.1 

0 

4.7 

2.2 

0 

0.1 

-0.5 

Little  Rock,  Ark, 

1.7 

...  0.4 

0.8 

.  0 

2.3 

5.2 

-0.3 

0 

0 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

0.2 

0.1 

-0.1 

0 

2.1 

0.1 

0.2 

0 

-0.2 

Louisville,  Ky. 

2.2 

.  0 

0.3 

0 

4.0 

9.4 

0 

•  0 

> 

-0.2 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

2.6 

-0.2 

-0.4 

-0.1 

2.3 

13.3 

0 

-0.1 

0  . 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

2.0 

-0.3 

0.2 

0.1 

1.6 

6.6 

-0.3 

0,6 

0 

Milwaukee,  Wis, 

2.1 

-0.1 

0.6 

0.1 

5.1 

6.1 

0 

0.1 

-0.1 

Minneapolis,  Minn, 

1.4 

0.1  . 

0.7 

-0.1 

3.3 

4.4 

0 

0.3 

0.2 

Mobile,  Ala, 

0.7 

0 

0 

-0.1 

2.3- 

2.9 

0 

0 

■*0.1 

Newark,  N.  J,  T 

3.9 

.  0 

-0.9 

0 

3.3 

15.9 

0.1 

0.1 

-0.2 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

2,6 

.0 

0 

0 

1.4 

10.5 

0 

0.1 

••  0.1 

New  Orleans,  La, 

-0.4 

0 

-0.1 

-0.2 

2.3 

-1.3 

0 

0.1 

0.2 

New  York,'  N.  Y. 

1*8  ' 

-0.1" 

"  '0 

3.5  ‘ 

. 6.1" 

"o 

0.1 

-0.1 

For  footnotes,  see  page  13. 


TABLE  6  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  3Y  GROUPS  OF  FOODS 
May  15,  1945  to  June  12,  1945 
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I'R 


Cereals 

•  >  / 

Dairy 

Fruits 

Rev- 

Fats 

Sugar 

City 

All 

and 

Meats 

Prod- 

Eggs 

and 

er- 

and 

and 

Foods 

Bakery 

ucts 

Veg. 

ages 

Oils 

Sweets 

Norfolk,  Va.  1/ 

0.7 

0.0 

-0.4 

-0,1 

6.3 

2.2 

-0,1 

0.0 

-0.3 

Omaha,  Nebr. 

-0,3 

0 

0.3 

0 

2.1 

-2.0 

0 

0 

-0.1 

Peoria,  Ill, 

1.3 

0 

0 

0 

6.5 

4.9 

0 

0.9 

-1.5 

l  Philadelphia,  Pa, 

0,3 

Q 

-0.5 

-0.9 

0.7 

3.9 

0 

-0.2 

0 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

3.0 

0 

-0.1 

-0.1 

3.6 

11.0 

0.1 

-0.5 

-0.1 

Portland,  ; Maine 

1.3 

•  0.1 

-0.9 

0 

0.1 

7.2 

0 

0.1 

0 

Portland,  Or eg. 

0.3 

0.7 

-0.3 

0 

2.9 

0.1 

0 

0.2 

0,2 

Providence ,  R.  I,  v 

3.5 

0 

-1.0 

0 

6,5 

14.1 

0 

0.1 

-0.6 

Richmond,  Va, 

1,2 

0 

0.5 

0 

5.7 

2.9 

0.1 

0*2 

-0.2 

Rochester,  N.  Y, 

2.6 

0 

-0.4 

0 

4.6 

11.4 

-0.1 

0.1 

0.4 

Hi 

St,  Louis,  Mo, 

1.6 

0 

-0.1 

0 

4*3 

4.3 

-0.1 

0.1 

0 

St,  Paul,  Minn,  . 

1*4 

0 

0.7 

0 

2.5 

4.3 

0 

0.4 

0.2 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

1.3 

0.3 

-0.3 

-0.1 

4.7 

3.6 

-0.1 

-0.2 

1.5 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

1,2 

0 

0 

0.1 

1.5 

3.6 

0 

0 

0.1 

Savannah,  Ga, 

0.9 

-0.2 

-0.2 

0 

2.9 

3.9 

0.1 

-0.1 

-0.3 

Scranton,  Pa, 

3.4 

0 

0.2 

0 

5.7 

10.9 

0 

0 

0 

Seattle,  Wash, 

-0.3 

-0.1 

-0.1 

0 

7.0 

-3.5 

0 

0.3 

0 

Springfield,  Ill, 

1,4 

0.3 

-0.1 

0 

4.7 

4.0 

0 

0,3 

-1.2 

Washington,  D,-  C, 

1.4 

0 

-0.1 

0.2 

1.1 

4. 6 

0 

0.1 

0.1 

Wichita,  Kans, 

-1.1 

0,2 

-0.1 

0 

1.2 

-4.6 

-0.1 

0.1 

-0,4 

Winston-Salem,  N.  C, 

1.1 

1  -0.1 

i 

1.6 

0 

9.5 

-0.1 

0.5 

0.1 

-0.1 

*  Gee  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2, 
1/  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News, 
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TABLE  7.  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  URGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JUNE  12,  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


-! — T- 


Indexes 


Percent  Change  to  June  12,  1945  from 


♦  r 

City 

» 

June  12 
1945 

May  15 
1945 

May  15 
1945 

June  13 
1944 

May  18 
1943 

May  12 
1942 

J  an ,  14 
1941 

Aug.  15 
1939  

This 

Month 

1/ 

Last 

Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

“Hold 

the 

Line” 

* 

GMPR 

• 

“Little 
Steel” 
2/  * 

Month 

Before 

War  in 
Europe  '( 

. 

AVERAGE 

1 

141.1 

138.8 

1.7 

4.0 

-1.3 

16.0 

44.3 
*  * 

'  50.9 

Atlanta ,  Ga . 

140.1 

138.3 

1.3 

3.6  - 

-2.0 

16.4 

48.6 

51.5 

Baltimore,  Md. 

151.4 

146.9 

3.1 

7.2 

-0.8 

20.3 

54.6 

59.9 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

143.7 

141  •  4 

1.6 

4  2.8  . 

2.1 

19.3 

•  49.7 

58.4 

Boston,  Mass. 

3.36.8  ■ 

133.0 

2.9 

4.9 

•  -0.9 

15.6 

43.7 

46.3 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

138.5 

135.9 

1.9 

► 

I  5.4 

-4. -3 

14. 2 

43.5 

48.6 

Buffalo,  N.  Y, 

140,2  • 

137.1 

2.3' 

4.2 

-5.1 

12.0 

39.9 

48.4 

.Butte,  Mont. 

138.0  ■ 

136.5 

1.1 

3.9 

-0.2 

13.6 

39.8 

46.7 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa -3/ 

144 . 6 

142.7 

1.3 

5.3 

0.2 

16.7 

50.8 

— 

Charleston,  S,  C. 

136.5 

134.8 

1.3 

4.5 

-2.7 

10.8 

42.3 

43.5 

Chicago,  Ill, 

140.2 

139.5 

0.5 

3.5 

-0.6 

15.2 

42.8 

51.9 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

140.6 

137.5 

2.3 

1.6 

1.7 

14.9 

45.7 

55.5 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

146 . 4 

144.6 

1.2 

3.6 

0.1 

18.0 

47.6 

56.4 

Columbus,  Ohio 

133.6 

130.7 

2.2 

5.1 

-2.0 

12.6 

43.0 

51.6 

Dallas,  Tex. 

135.6 

134.2 

1.0 

3.7 

-1.9 

16.1 

46  0  4 

'  47.9 

Denver,  Colo. 

142.0 

141.8 

0.1 

3.3 

-1*3 

15.5 

49.8 

53.2 

Detroit,  Mich. 

139.2 

135.0 

3.1 

4.7 

-2.9 

13.7 

43.5 

53.6 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

134.6 

131.9 

2.0 

4*2 

-4.2 

11.4 

33.1 

41.1 

Houston,  Tex. 

139.5 

138.4 

0.8 

3.3 

-2.9 

10.8 

36.0 

42.6 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

137.4 

135.1 

1.7 

3.6 

-2.0 

9.9 

39.9 

51.5 

Jackson,  Miss.  2J 

149.0 

147.4 

1.1 

7.0 

-2.6 

16,1 

41.5 

mm  mm 

Jacksonville ,  Fla . 

147.5 

146.4 

0.8 

3.2 

-2.6 

15.8 

49.3 

54.0 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

134.4 

132.4 

1.5 

3.0 

-2.5 

13.1 

45.5 

46.9 

Knoxville,  Tenn.  3/ 

159.0 

157.8 

0.8 

3.2 

1.5 

21.4 

63.7 

mm  tm 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

140.3 

138.0 

1.7 

4.9 

-1.1 

13.9 

46.8 

49.3 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

144  •  8 

144.5 

0.2 

4.0 

-1.0 

13.0 

42.2 

53.1 

Louisville,  Ky. 

134.1 

131. 2R 

2.2 

0.9 

-5.2 

9.4 

40.4 

45.6 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

137.4 

133.9 

2.6 

5.0 

-3.4 

10.8 

42.2 

44.8 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

149.8 

146.9 

2.0 

3.5 

-0.2 

21.3 

59.0 

67.0 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 

141.0 

138.1 

2.1 

4.1 

-0.6 

17.7 

47.0 

54.8 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

133.0 

131.2 

1.4 

3.1 

-1.4 

10.0 

34.3 

40.0 

Mobile,  Ala. 

145.9 

144.9 

0.7 

2.7 

-2.7 

15.1 

49.0 

52.8 

Newark,  N.  J, 

145.3 

139.9 

3.9 

5.5 

2.0 

20.2 

47.1 

52.0 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

139.9 

136.3 

2.6 

5. 5 

-4.0 

16.0 

46.2 

49.3 

New  Orleans,  La. 

152.4 

153.0 

-0.4 

3.7 

-0.1 

18.1 

49.6 

56.1 

New  York,  N.  Y, 

142.1 

139.6 

1.8 

3.9 

-0.8 

20.4 

42.8 

48.3 

For  footnotes,  see  page  15. 
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INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  .TUNE  12  19/5 

ERCM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES ’ 


Page  15 
June  1945 


Indexes 


~r 


City 


JL241 


This 
|Month 
1/ 


Norfolk,  Va.  ij  I143.4 
Omaha,  Nebr,  h  qq  c 

Peoria,  Ill.  S.*| 

Philadelphia,  Pa,  138.8 

Pittsburgh',  Pa.  '  .  (141.2 

Portland,  Maino  |l35.2 

Portland,  Oreg.  :  150.3 

Providence,  R.  I.  140.7 

Richmond,  Va.  .4  136.1 

Rochester,  N.  Y.  (13^] 9 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  |l44*0 

St.  Paul,  Minn.  131,9 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  U44.*3 
San  Francisco,  Calif.  E47.5 
Savannah,  Ga.  5.53.1 

Scranton,  Pa.  ’  144.5 

Seattle,  Wash.  '  R44.*0 

Springfield,.  Ill.  4  •  Jl46.*3 

Washington,  £>.  C.  ,  -  141.6 

Wichita,  Kans.  2/  150.0 

Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 2/141  .*4 


Percent  Change  to  June  12,  1945  from 


.2  May  1C 

1241. 

■  [May  15 
1245_ 

Juno  1 

-_2244_. 

May  If 
1943 

May  12 
1942 

Jan.  14 
1941 

Last 

Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

"Hold 

the 

Line" 

* 

GMPR 

* 

"Little 

Steel" 
2/  * 

142.4 

0.7 

1.0 

-6.5 

13.7 

49.7 

133.9 

-0.3 

1.8 

-3.2 

11.3 

36.4 

142.1 

1.8 

4.6 

-2.8 

12.1 

46.1 

137.7 

0.8 

3.2 

-2.0 

16.2 

46.1 

137.1 

3.0 

4.0 

-0.8 

16.3 

44.1 

133.4 

1.3 

3,1 

-3.6 

11.1 

41.9 

149.9 

0.3 

4.1 

-2.1 

11.7 

47.8 

136.0 

3.5 

5.5 

-0.2 

15.2 

46.1 

134.5 

1.2 

1.6 

-3.8 

12.6 

45.3 

135.4 

2.6 

5.8 

-0.5 

13.6 

39.0 

141.7 

1.6 

3.8 

-0.5 

16.3 

45.2 

130.1 

1.4 

3.0 

-2.2 

11.1 

33.8 

I42. 5 

1.3 

3.4 

-0.3 

16.2 

48.0 

145.7 

1.2 

3.5 

-0.3 

17.5 

48.1 

151.7 

0.9 

1.9 

-0.5 

17.5 

52.3 

139.8 

3.4 

6.3 

-2.6 

19.4 

48.2 

144.4 

-0.3 

2.6 

-4.2 

10.9 

42.6 

144.3 

1.4 

3.8 

-1.5 

14.3 

52.1 

139.7 

1.4 

4.7, 

-0.6 

17.3 

44.9 

151.7 

-1.1  . 

2.6 

-0.5 

16.3 

54.3 

139.9 

- - — — L 

1.1  .. 

3 

4.7. 

* 

- 1 

1.0 

13.5 

I 

- _L 

50.9 

Aug.  15 

M 


R-  Revised  -  ■  , 

4  » 

*  Soo  General  explanations  of  tables  on  page  2, 

1/  Preliminary. 

2/  The.  "Littlp  Steel'1  wage  'formula  applies*  to  Jan. 

nearest  date  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of 
computed,  „  .  •  • 

2/  June  1940  equals . 100, 

4/  Includes  Portsmouth 'and  Newport  Nows, 


Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 


53.2 

44. 6 
54.8 

49.2 

52.6 

41.0 

56.4 

50.2 

47.6 

50.5 

53.5 

39.9 

52.5 

57.2 

58.3 

56.9 

52.4 

55.5 

50.5 


1,  1941.  Jan.  14,  1941  is  the^ 
individual  foods  have  been 

« »  i 


x 


Page  16 

<Xme  1945 

TABLE  6  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN'  LARGE  CITIES* 
AVERAGE'  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JUNE  I9I £ 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


9  •. 

■ 

Percent  Change  to  June  12, 

1945  from 

Commodity 

f 

\ 

Average 

my  15 

191*5 

June  T3 

191*1* 

1  my  18 

191*3 

Hay  12 

191*2 

Jan. IB 

191*1 

Aug . 15 
1939 

Prices 
Juno  12 

19J+5 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

"Hold 

the 

Line" 

* 

GMPR 

-X 

"little 

Steel" 

1/* 

Month 
Before/ 
War  3  // 

V 

Europ4  „ 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS  s 
Cereals : 

(Cents) 

;  ■  ! 

/ 

-  V  . 

Flour,  wheat  10 

lb* 

6U.3 

0.2 

-0.9 

.5.8 

24.6 

*55*3 

79.6 

Macaroni 

lb* 

15.7 

-0.6 

0 

2.6 

10.6 

13.8 

12.1 

Wheat  cereal  2/  28 

oz. 

23.3 

0 

0.4 

-  1.7 

-  3*3 

-  0.9 

-  3*7 

Corn  flakes  8 

oz  » 

6.7 

1.3 

3.1 

- 1.5 

-  6.9 

-  5.6 

-  4.3 

Corn  meal 

Rice  2/ 

lb. 

6,4 

0 

3.2 

li*.3 

36.2 

52,1* 

60.0 

it 

12.9 

0.8 

0 

1.6 

1+.9 

63.3 

72.0 

Rolled  oats 

!! 

10.4 

1.0 

10.6 

19.5 

20.9 

1*6.5 

46.5 

Flour,  pancake  2/  20 

Bakery  products* 

OZ  • 

12.3 

0 

1.7 

16.0 

3/ 

.  3/ 

3/ 

Bread,  white 

lb. 

8.8 

0 

0 

-  l.l 

1.1 

12.8 

12.8 

Bread,  whole  wheat 

n 

9.7 

1.0 

0 

-  1.0 

2.1 

11.5 

10.2 

Bread,  rye 

ti 

9.9 

0 

0 

0 

2.1 

10.0 

7.6 

Vanilla  cookies 

11 

28.6 

-0.3 

-0.3 

-  1.7 

3.2 

13 .9 

■  -  3/ 

Soda  crackers 

MEATS; 

Beef; 

n 

I8.9 

0 

0 

6.2 

15.2 

26.0 

27T7 

Round  steak 

lb. 

1*0.0 

-0,5 

•  -3.8 

-11+. 5 

-  9.5 

'  3.6 

9.9 

Rib  roast 

if 

32.1 

-1.5 

-4.7 

-11+.9 

-  5.6 

1.9 

11.1 

Chuck  roast- 
Stew  meat  2/ 

ti 

27.6 

-0.7 

-4.5 

-13.2 

-  4.5 

9.5 

22.7 

n 

29.0 

-1.0 

-7.9 

-17.1 

3/ 

’3/ 

3/ 

Liver  ■ 

11 

36.5 

-0.3 

-2 . 1 

-  2.7 

1/ 

2/ 

37' 

Hamburger 

Veal; .  ... 

if 

27.2 

-0.1* 

-2.9 

-15.5 

3/ 

3/ 

{/ 

Cutlets 

»i 

1*3.1 

-0.7 

-4.4 

-16,0 

-19.6 

-  4*6 

i*4 

Roast,  boned  and  rolled 
Pork: 

ii 

3i*.3 

-0.6 

-2.0 

-  9.0 

,  2/ 

3/ 

.3/ 

Chops 

11 

36.8 

-0.3 

-1.3 

-12.2 

-11+.8 

26.5 

19.1 

Bacon,  sliced 

it 

1*1.0 

0.2 

-0,5 

-10.3 

4.3 

36.2 

3i*.9" 

Ham,  sliced 

11 

1*9.0 

-0.4 

-4.1 

-17.1+ 

-16.7 

8.6 

5.6 

Ham,  whole 

11 

34.4 

-0.3 

-3.4 

-13.6 

-  9.0 

31.3 

25.5 

S&lt  pork 

Liver  2/ 

Sausng"e  2/ 

11 

22.1 

-0.5 

-1.3 

-10.5 

-  7.9 

32.3 

1,3.5' 

3/ 

n 

22,1 

0.5 

0.5 

-  6.4 

3/ 

3/ 

it 

38.1* 

l.l 

0.5 

0.3 

37 

v 

3/ 

Bologna,  big  2/ 

Lamb : 

tt 

33.8 

-0.3 

-1.2 

0 

{/ 

V 

Leg 

tt 

39.6 

-0.3 

-1.2 

-  5.3 

17.2 

1*2.1* 

1+3.5 

Rib  chops 

it 

1+5.0 

-0.2 

-0.7 

-  7.4 

9.0 

28.6 

22.6 

For  footnotes,  see  page  16, 


Page  17 

•  Juno  19l*5 

TABLE  8  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  '.FOOD  COSTS  IN  URGE  CITIES* 

..  AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JUNE  19)*5  "" 

;  -  FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 

.r  9 

\  ••  v 


}  ^erocnt  Change  to  June  12,  I 91*5~;f9~om 


•;  ’  f  .  l  >  .. 

•  y- 

Commodity 

% 

Average 
Prices 
Juno  12 

19U5 

May  1$ 

1945 

Juno  13 

I9hh 

May  18 

19*3 

Hay  12 

19it2 

Jan .  lit 

19itl 

Aug. 15 

1939 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

"Hold 

the 

Lino” 

* 

GMPR 

,f  Little 

Steel" 

l/* 

Month 

Before 
War  in 
Europe 

(Cents) 

MEATS*  (Continued) 

Poultry* 

Roasting  chickens  i*/  lb. 

U7«3 

0*3! 

1.8 

6.2 

38*3 

61.3  . 

65.8 

Fi  sh: 

b 

Fish  (fresh,  frozen)  1*/  lb. 

5/ 

-  1.6I 

11,1 

■  S.k 

51.9 

87.6 

121.it 

Salmon,  pink  16  oz*.  can 

2376 

o.l* 

-  0.1* 

-  1.7 

8.3 

50.3 

•  8l*.l* 

Salmon,  red  2j  M 

I4O  .3 

0o2 

-  k.7 

-  2,7 

0,8 

52.7 

7k.5 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

Butter  A*  'lb. 

50o0 

0.2 

0,2 

-10.1 

9. * 

31.6 

62.9 

Cheese  " 

35-2 

-  0.8 

—  2,2 

-  8.3 

3*5 

30.it 

1*2.5 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered),  qt. 

15.6 

0- 

0 

0 

h.l 

20.0 

30o0 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery)  " 

ik.  5 

0 

0 

0.7 

7.U 

21,8 

3108 

Milk,  evaporated  llfj  oz,  can 

10.1 

0 

1,0 

0 

16,1 

*2,3 

50.7 

EGGS: 

;  ,  , 

* 

Eggs,  fresh  Uf  ■  doz. 

5l.o 

3.1 

12.it 

2.1 

25.7 

l*9*o 

6oeo 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables: 

* 

Fresh  fruits: 

Apples  b  lb. 

43.9 

1**9 

6.6 

0 

72,0 

11*8,1 

193*2 

Banana  s  " 

I0o5  . 

1.0 

-  7.1 

-io©3 

-12.5 

59*1 

72.1 

Oranges  doz. 

52.2  . 

8.5 

8.3 

23 . 7 

66.2 

91.2 

65.7 

Grapefruit  2/  ca. 

1U0  , 

8,9 

19.6 

1*1.0 

71.6 

3/ 

3/ 

Fresh  vegetobTos: 

Beans,  green  lb. 

17.1+ 

-  7.9 

i+.8 

CL: 

29.9 

21*  .3 

1*1.7 

Cabbage  -«•  " 

9»0 

55.2 

66.7 

-21.7 

100.0 

l6)l.7 

130,8 

Carrots  *;  bunch 

9-2 

2.2 

8.2 

12*2 

39.it 

53*3 

100,0 

Lettuce  head 

12,-6 

5*0 

9.6 

-23.6 

37.0 

50.0 

50.0 

Onions  lb. 

8,8 

23  ©9 

35.* 

-  2.3 

29.* 

ll*i*»l* 

3l*l*,l* 

Potatoes  15  lb. 

88.7 

0.6 

12.7* 

-  /t.i 

674 

203.8 

157.8 

.  ‘Spinach  ,  lb. 

■11  #3 

—  8 ,9 

16.5. 

-  2.6 

52,7 

5k.  8 

1])*.9 

Sweetpotatoes  " 

10,9 

9.0 

-ll*.  2,, 

.-39*1 

101.9 

118.0 

98.2 

Beets-  2/  •  bunch 

12,6  “ 

15.6 

17.8 

8.6 

.  3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

Canned  fruTts  ,and  vegetables: 

• 

-  •  \ 

Canned  fruit-s;  •,?  j 

<  • 

.  r 

1 

Peaches-  jf£g  can. 

■  27.5 

0,1* 

O' 

3.8 

18.0 

66.7 

,  60,8.. 

Pineapple  *  M 

26.9 

0.7 

-2  02 

-  6,3 

-  0,7 

28.7 

28  a 

Grapefruit  juice  $2  can 

4  4 

0 

0 

V 

'2.9 

1*6,9 

3/ 

y 

For  footnotes,  sec  page  18, 


Page  18 
June  19h5 

TABLE  8  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JUNE  19 k5 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


Commodity 

*  .  .»*’■>  *  • 

► 

—  — *■■  ■  -  --  - 

,  V  *■ 

Average 
Prices 
June  12 

191+5 

Percent  Change  to  Juno  12, 

19L5  from 

May  15 

19ii5 

June  13 

I9it4 

May  18 

3-92+3 

May-12 

19U2 

#  U4 

191+1 

Aug • 15 

1939 

La  st 
Month 

Year 

Ago 

“  »r0oT  3T 

the 

Lino" 

* 

GMPR 

* 

"little 

Steel" 

1/* 

Month 

Bofore 
War  in 
Europe 

jfn  r  ' 

(Cents ) 

^ _ ’ 

FRUITS  ‘AND  VEGETABLES: 

(Continued 

. 

Canned  vegetables; 

Beans,  green 

#2  can 

•  -13  ol 

0.0 

0,8 

-12.7 

-  6,h 

31.0 

pl.O 

Corn 

u 

lit.  8 

0 

2.8 

5.7 

13.8 

38.3 

i+2„3 

Peas 

19.3 

0 

lo5 

-lit.2 

-15.8 

•0.8 

-2,2 

Tomatoes 

M 

12,1 

-0«8 

1.7 

-  5.5 

0 

ijil.O 

1+0.7 

Soup,  ve  go  tab  1  o2/ll  oz .  can 

13.  h 

0  ■ 

.  0 

2,3 

3/ 

3/ 

2/ 

Dried  fruits  and  vege 

tables ; 

• 

• 

Pried  fruits; 

i 

, 

1. 

Prune?  . 

lb* ' 

17.7 

i-1.7 

3*5 

7*9 

1+3.9 

8l4.l1. 

101.1 

Dried  vegetables; 

■  Navy  beans 

lb. 

li.it 

0 

6.5 

li+.o 

26.7 

75.it  - 

96,6 

•  Sou£,"  dehydrated. 

'  *;  • 

*< 

chicken  noodle  2/  oz. 

•  3.8; 

i*  * 

v  0 

2,7 

<■ 

2.7  , 

,  ll 

3/ 

/  ..  I  3/  * 

BEVERAGES ;  ’ 

* 

■ 

j 

Coffee 

lb. 

30.it 

r  0  1 

1.3 

io3 

5*2 

h6,9 

'36.3 

Tea 

i  l.b. 

.  21+.2 

0 

1.3 

12.6 

8*0 

37.5 

1+0.7 

-  Cocoa  2/ 

i  lb. 

10.it 

0 

2,0  , 

13.0 

2.0 

lit  .3 

go  .9 

FATS  AND  OILS;  / 

.  ♦ 

\ 

4 

Lard 

lb. 

18.8 

0 

0.5  . 

-  1.6 

5;«0 

102,2 

89.9 

Shortening  other  than 

lard ; 

In  cartons 

lb. 

20,0 

—1  *0 

-1.0 

-  1.0 

1.0 

77.0 

70.9 

In  other  containers 

M 

2)4.5 

V0.it- 

-0.8 

0.8 

-  5.0 

33  *9 

21.3 

Salad  dressing 

pint: 

2>.'3 

T1.2> 

-1,2 

+ 0.I4 

-  Ooh 

25  o9 

:  .-3/ 

Oleomargarine 

lb*. 

•2lr.o 

-0,8.  ^ 

-O.J4  1 

2.1 

7.1 

■53.8 

i+5V^ 

Peanut  butler 

•  ft 

28*5 

o.h 

L  o.lr 

-12.3 

■  5.9 

-59*2 

59.2 

Oil,  cooking  or  salad  2/  pint. 

'30,6 

-0,6 

A.7  . 

> 

0,3 

3/ 

3/ h 

3/ 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS;' 

» 

•  •* 

\ 

■  •- 

Sugar 

.'..•■lb. 

.6,7. 

0 

-1,3  ’ 

-  1.5 

-  2.9 

3i.i+4 

28.8 

Corn  sirup  ,  A. 

•2lToz, 

.  15 .8  ■ 

0 

"•  *  0 

.  a  .3 

6.8 

16,2 

15.3 

Molasses  2/ 

18  oz. 

,15.8  • 

d 

0,6 

lo3* 

9.0 

17.9 

16.  r2 

Apple  butter  2/ 

l6  OZ, 

A  13.9:,* 

0 

5.3 

.  7.8 

3/ 

V 

3/ 

m  .  ..  i.  . ..  ■  - 

' 

- 

t 

y 

•i 

*  See'  general  explanation  of  .table  giari  page  2.  •  '  •  .J  _ 

l/  The  "Little  Steel"  wage  formula  .applies’ 3  to  Jan*  1,  19hl.  Jan,*  lij.,  I9I4I  is  the. 
nearest  date  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  been 
computed*  ::  i  • 

Z/  Not  included  in  the  index.  .  >  J  . „ .  -  ■*’" 

2/  Not  prioed  in  earlier  period,..  '  ......  ••  :  5/  Composite  price  ngt-^oriputed • 

Ij*/  Percent  change  computed  on’ the  index,  —  _  • 
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COST  OF  LIVING  AND  RETAIL  COSTS  OF  FOOD  -  JULY  1945"  "  i  ^  V‘.4> 

■  m^snr<u 


?fd~^  jntf  inRcate?  ave™3®  changes  in  retail  prices  of  selected  "  I 

f“d.servxces  bought  by  families  of  wage  earners  and  lower- 
perV'V  ofThL'8  ln  Rrje  clties>  The  items  covered  represented  70 

Il250  SP1934-36!S  01  faalUeS  Wh°  ^  1—  ^ing  f™,. 

The  index  does  not  show  the  full  wartime  effect  on  the  cost  of  livin'? 

“  Vote fr  Vs  aS  Vred  qualitA  disappearance  of  low-priced  goods  . 

■ •°?“ed  changes  m  housing  and  eating  away  from  home. 

It  does  not  measure  changes  ir.  total  "living  costs"  -  that  is,  ir.  the 

^  .ggmv  f pm*  fpr  1 yrf  W.  Income  taxes  and  bond  sTSVTp- 
txons  are  not  included.  a 

/ 

"De-criutionPof0f’  rn?t'I??ds'  used  in  computing  the  index,  ash  for 

I  Ci„t  h  ~  M  Jlle  Co3L  °x  Living  Index  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor 

rern^n?!;.  p°!  ^  a?f*aisal  of  the  factors  enumerated  above,  sec  the 
-jo/^  U  '  "  President  s  Committee  on  the  Cost  of  Living,  November  17, 


0  3  CeS+i°"1  d xT'  tpo  essentials  for  moderate -income  city  families  increase 

Statistics  of  ^VSu°qG  ^onth.  GndinS  July  15,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor 

ssn 

129.4  p“t°S  V 1935-3“r^  “f3f  7°  ***  ^  is 

+Ln  a  r,  average,,  ana  31  percent  above  the  August  1939  i^voi 

Soon"  5n  VSt1o°LliVaS  ^  leased  2-6  percent  Ed  is  how  3.T"‘ 

order  became  eff^tive.' ’  **  ***?  that  tk°  Frosident's  "Hold-the-line" 

0.4  percent f!  ^Pf °7  PW?5,  of  wa Je  earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  roso 

vegetables  Pmv„  7  f13ler  prices  for  eggs  and  some  fresh  fruits  and 

of °0PA  ooilin-s  W  percent  at  retail,  following  the  removal 

seasonally  1  v^-AV  •  '“"C?S  °x  oran2cs,  spinach,  and  swoeipotatoos  rose 

alhxowor’d-e  ?n  fff.1?0-  ln  7°  frash  fruits  and  vegetables  grfp  were  fraction- 

risinr  55  percent  hr. ■ '7  7VCOS  for  potatoes,  apples,  cabbage,  and  lettuce.  After 

oobbaSe  nricb  fell  ‘'lay  a“d  Jono»  '"hen  OPA  retail  controls  wore  lifted, 

prices  roll  27  percent  from  mid-June  to  mid-July. 

po rcont^hi f V  f  f'V4"nc,od  fop  thc  tv;onty-fifth  consecutive  month  and  wore  0.2 
more  than  ;f  t  y-lb  T'llan  °n  J,3n°  15.  Prices  for  clothing  have  increased 

rent  hiii  tf  -“V^o  7°  outbrca!c  o£  !Er  in  Puro-oo,  and  now  average  1/,  oor- 

d  taaB  111  fcay  1943  17‘i°n  the  President's  "Hold-tho-Line"  order" took  effect. 

men'?  fgiff'Vr;-bnCX?VSiVC  Cotton  aPP--r°l  -  particularly  men's  business  shirts, 
drossas*  77-  ''°T°+  snores,  work  clothing,  knit  undershirts,  and  women's  street 
dress.s  -  continued  to  be  extremely  difficult  to  buy.  The  retail  cost  of  work 


(more ) 
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clothing  again  edged  upward  in  many  cities  as  higher  prices  were  reported  for  over¬ 
alls  and  work  shirts;  decreases  were  reported,  however,  in  a  few  cities.  Both 
increases  and  decreases  were .due  principally  to  merchants  1  purchasing  of  replace¬ 
ment  stocks  from  suppliers  other  than  their  former  sources.  Stores  which  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  obtain  sufficient  supplies  of  white  broadcloth  shirts  made  under 
the  JP3-0PA  low- cost  cotton  apparel  urogram,  reported  higher  prices  for  men’s  shirts 
in  mid-July.  Tailored  rayon  slips  and  rayon  wash  frocks  wore  available  at  lower 
prices  in  a  number  of  cities,  but  the  average  cost  of  inexpensive  rayon  'knit  under¬ 
wear  advanced  in  nearly  cne-third  of  the  stores  surveyed. 

Average  prices  of  house furnishings  available  in  mid-July  were  0,3  percent 
below  those  of  a  month  ago,  duo  nrimarilv  bo  larger  sunn lies  of  low-priced  bedroom 
suites.  The  re introduction  of  prewar  quality  cookin'*  stoves  resulted  in  price  k 
increases  in  six  cities  and  decreases  in  three  others. 

Substantial  increases  in  anthracite  prices  allowed  by  the  0?A  at  all  levels 
of  sale  on  June  IS  resulted  in  an  advance  of  1,1  percent  in  the  average  cost  for 
fuel,  electricity  and  ice. 

Prices  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  were  0.2. percent  higher  in  mid-July 
than  in  mid-Juno.  Increased  costs  for  laundry  services  in  three  cities  and  higher 
prices  for  auto  repairs  in  another  city  wore  the  result  of  adjustments  in  maximum 
charges.  Charges  for  haircuts  and  beauty  shop  services  were  up  in  Chicago,  Los 
Angeles ,  and  Jashington,  and  the  cost  of  cigarettes  rose  6  percent  in  Boston  as 
the  state  tax  was  increased.  Scattered  price  changes  were  reported  in  the  prices  of 
cleaning  supplies. 

Rents  were  not  surveyed  in  July. 


NOTE:  General  explanation  of  tables: 

The  indexes  arc  based  on  time-to-time  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  and 
services  purchased  by  wage  earners  and  lower-salaried  workers  in  largo  cities. 
They  do  hot  indicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another. 

Data  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  January  194 1 , 
on  taolus  1  and  2,  which  have  been  estimated  for  January  1  (the  date  usod  in  the 
"Little  Steel"  wage  formula  of  the  National  Jar  Labor  Board),  by  assuming  an  even 
rate  of  change  from  December  14,  1940  to  the  next  pricing  date. 


GhPu  -  The  General  Maximum  Price  Regulation  was  issued  on  May  IS,  1942.  It 
established  retail  price  ceilings  at  their  highest  levels  in  March  1942. 

The  President’s  "  Hole  -  the  ->  Line"  orc-er  whs  issued  April  3,  1943.  The  peak  of 
the  riso  which  led  to  this  order  was  reached  in  May,  which  is,  therefore,  used  for 
this  comparison.  •  . 

Food  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  36  cities  during  the  first  four  days  of 
the  week  which  includes  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.  Aggregate 
costs  of  foods  in  each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families  of 
*wago  earners  and  1  owe  r  -  s  a  la  r  i  e  d  workers,  hi-.ve  boon  combined  for  the  United  States 
with  tho  use  >of  population  weights.  In  Maseeh  1943  the  number  of  cities  included  in 
the  food  index  was  increased  from  51  to  56  ,  and  tho  number  of  foods  from  54  to  6l, 


(SEE  PACES-  2 -A ) 
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prices  of  clothing,  house furnishings .  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  are 
obtained  in  34  large  cities  in  March,  June,  September,  and  December.  In  interven¬ 
ing  months,  prices  are  collected  in  21  of  t::e  34  cities  for  a  shorter  list  o~  roods 
and  services. 

Rents  are  now  surveyed  semiannually  in  most  of  the  34  cities  (in  March  ano. 
September,  or  in  June  and  December).  In  commuting  tiie  all  items  indexes  i-or 
individual  cities  and  the  rent  index  for  the  average  of  large  cities,  because  of 
the  general  stability  of  average  rents  at  the  present  time,  the  indexes  are  held 
constant  in  cities  not  surveyed  during  the  current  quarter. 

Prices  for  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  are  collected  monthly  in  34  large  cities. 
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TABLE  1  - 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED* 
FOB  SPECIFIED  DATES,  EY -GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


> 

\ 

July  , 

191+5 

June 

191+5 

July 

Wi 

May 

191+5 

fTh 

_ i 

Jan. 

191+1  - 

Aug , 

1939 

... - Group . ...'.I . ;  . . 

4  *•  t:  i  $  *.  -  : 

\  .y  " ;  *  »  -  -  » 

*  '  j  .  s  r  \  ~  i 

>  •  v«  ?  * 

This 

Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

'"SolcT 

the 

Line"* 

_ 

GMPB 

★ 

"Little 

Steel" 

* 

Month 

Before 

War  in 
Europe 

ALL  ITEMS  I  ; 

Food*  S  ‘  ;; 
.Clothing  j  ; ;t 

Bent*  •  1 

FuetV  electricity  & 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
Rou sn furnishings 
'  Mi  s.cfe  1  lane  ott&  I 


ice 


ALL  I  TEMS  |  -  ^  ,  ,  j 
:  Food-'./  i  " 

Clothing  ? 

Rent  l/  *  j 

Fuel, "electricity  & 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuQls  &  icc 
Hous ©furnishings 

*  -v  »  i 

Miscellaneous 


Indexes,  1935*39  =  100*0 


129.1+ 

129.0 

126.1 

125.1 

116.0 

100.8 

- 11+1.7 

u+i.i 

137.1+ 

ii+3.0 

ipi.6 

97.6 

-  li+5.7  • 

ll+5 .1+ 

138.3 

127.9 

,  126.2 

101.2 

♦  % 

108.3 

108.2 

108.0 

109,9 

105*0 

<111.2  < 

110.0 

109.7 

107.6 

3,00,8  „ 

<  95*2  - 

95.2 

95.9 

96.1 

9*6.6 

'  .97*5  ■ 

126.7 

124*5 

123.2 

118.7 

112.9 

10I+.0 

;  .  li.5.3  • 

H+5 .8 

138.7 

125*1 

,,122.a  : 

100,2  • 

-*  12U.2  * 

•  i  -  • 

-12^.0 

>«.  .• 

122.0 

115.3 

110.9, 

rlul*8  t 

Jr'..*.  t 

i  ;  Per  cent  ‘Change  to 

July  15 

,  191+5 

«  .  J  *„)  ,  - 

4  i  :D;.'  . 

,  ;.o -a-  ■: 

1  '  : 

t 

i  irnmm 

!0.3 

2.6 

3*U 

ft  a\  ■ 

11.6 

f.;  f  •  ♦  -.  «  • 

28.1+ 

i  ^  4-. 

'  iO.U 

3-1 

-0.9 

-■  .16.5  i 

:  1+5.2 

1  •  *  — 

0.2 

5.1+ 

13  #9  r 

>r  15.51 

-  ii-.o  1 

;  ■  * 

0.1 

o*3  f- 

v -1*5- 

3.1; 

}  •: 

-  «  wmm  .  * 

♦  t  -,  ! 

-  :  1.1 

1.1+ 

3.3 

*  ’  6*0 . 

10.3 

i  »  *  * 

!  o 

-0.7 

-0.9  * 

-1.1+ 

-  -2.1+ 

r— 

1 1.8 

2.8 

6.7 

12,2 

21.8 

-  %  \  ft 

mm  — • 

-0.3 

li.8 

16.1 

*  18*9 

1+5.0 

*  L  •  » 

■  « ' 

0,2 

1.8 

7.7 

*  12,0 

,  >'  5 

22,0 

«Y  ;  r  K 

98  ,6 

93.5 
loo*3 
X0U#3 

97.5 
99.0 
96.3 

100.6 
loo  .b 


*  See  general  explanation  of  tables ‘on  page  2, 
l/  Percent  change  to  Juno  19U5* 
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TABLE  2  - 


‘ '  * .  *  l 


*•  *  . 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  LARGE  CITIES* * 
PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JULY  1945 
'FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES*  BY  CITIES. 
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0  *  *  \^t  .  , 


..C  i  ty  _ 


'  -  **  **  n 


LEA 


f  r.  r 

X  #  --A. 

-  A* .  1  r 

♦  V  »  •  A 
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'■*+  <  K 
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Buffalo,  N.‘  Y., 

A  Chicago',  Ill  •  ; 

*V*  *  K  ' 


Cincinnati,'  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo*  /,  A1. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Tox •  •  ••  c 

I'  '  r 

•**  .  .  -J.  1  ;*  ;  •• 

Kan  Sa's •  City,  Mo .  9  A. . 
LoS 'Angeles,  Calif* 
Minneapolis,  Minn. - 
Hew.. York,  N.-Y.  •  * 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  , 

,  •  '  u  ** •** 

*  *  t 

Pittsburgh,.  Pa. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

San  Franciscd,  Calif.' 
Savannah,  Ga • 

Seattle,  Wash. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


■ 

\  f 


*  -  *  -  *1«-  -  'r.  ^ 

June 

19U5 

""  July 
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May 

1943 

May 

1942 

Jan. 

1941 

Aug. 

1939 

»* 
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"Hold 
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GMPR 

"Little 

.  .  Stoe.l". 

* 

Month 

Before 
Afar  in 
Europe 

■  •  ,  .  /*  ' 

Month 

,  i 

* 

Ago 
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* 
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■0.3 
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3.4 
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6.1 
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\  ■  £■ 
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2.9 
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*  *  .  V  A 
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r 
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...3.  .3 
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-0;1 • ■ 

. 2-42 
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32.7 
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0.6  . . 
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% 
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2.6 

4.0 

11.7 
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3.8 
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2.7 
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31.2- 

%  .  4  ” 

■  r 

0.2 

3.0 

4*6 
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32.8 
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-o.4““ 

1.0 
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4.4 
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13.9 

31.2 

35.8' 

34.5 

■"  38.7 
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•2.4" 

3.6 

1 
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4.1 
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See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 
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Indexes,  1935-39  =  100.0 


City 


AVERAGE 

Atlanta,  Ga. 
Baltimore,  MG, 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Chicago,  Ill. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo. 

Detroit,  Mich, 
Houston,  Tex, 
Indianapolis,  Ind, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Manchester,  N.  H. 
Memphis ,  Term. 
Milwaukee,  Wis# 

Minneapolia,  Minn. 
Mobile,  Ala. 

New  Orleans-,  La, 

New  York,  N.  Y, 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Philadelphia,  ■  Pa. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Portland,  Maine 
Portland,  Oreg. 
Richmond,  Va. 

St.  Louis,  Mo, 

San  Francisco,  Calif,- 

Savannah,  Ga. 
Scranton,  Pa. 

Seattle,  Wash.  ? 

Washington,  D,  C. 


All 

Items 

Food 

Clothing 

'FJbT, 
Electric¬ 
ity  &  Ice 

'Housed 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Mis ce 1- 

* 

laneous 

129.4 

« 

141.7 

145.7 

111.2 

145.3 

124.2'  ; 

— 

142.1 

••  mm 

115.3 

■ 

132.9 

150,4 

150.9 

111.8 

151.5 

•'-123.6 

133.5 

146.9 

141.8 

107.5 

139,4  ' 

127.1 ' 

125.3 

136.6 

143,1 

121.8 

144,9 

118.2. 

129.2 

138.9 

144.9 

106.8 

144.7 

125.7 

128.4 

140.7 

140.2 

- 106.4 

136.7 

122,3 

;  *  - 

129.5 

140.8 

147,6' 

,0 •107.4 

143.9- 

'  125.0  ' 

132.1 

145.8 

145.5 

.  113.6 

146.7  • 

122,3 

127,7 

139.3 

136.2 

104.4 

159.4 

124.2 

130.7 

138.3 

145,7  ’ 

113.9 

155.9 

129.9 

127.4 

141.6 

140.1 

91.1 

144.1 

124,1 

-- 

136.8 

mmmm 

113.4 

_  6  ' 

J. 

— 

152.4: 

—  V 

114,0 

—  • 

127,4 

135,0 

146.1 

112,9 

135.5 

126.6 

130.6 

145,2 

141.8 

92.5 

141, 7 : 

■  127.7 

-- 

137.4 

mm  mm 

128,8 

0mmm 

150.7 

106,6 

mmmm 

'  '  '  ■mmmm 

-- 

140.6 

mmmm 

110.9 

— 

mm  "m 

■  .  •  ' 

124.9 

133.7 

141.4 

103.3 

138.9 

123'.  0 

— 

151,1 

mm  mm 

103.7 

—  Mi  ' 

157.6  : 

mm  mm 

103.0 

_  _ 

•»  mm 

130.6 

143.8 

152,2 

115.4 

135.7 

126.9 

mmmm 

145.3 

mm  mm 

120.4 

mm 

128.3 

.  04 

139.2 

146.2 

113.2 

142.8 

121.1 

130.7 

142.4 

166.5 

111.8 

143,3 

■119.3  . 

— 

136.4 

-  .119.3 

.... 

mm  mm 

<■»  mm 

152.5 

— 

120.7 

mm  mm 

mm  mm 

m*4m 

137.5 

109,8 

mmmm 

m>-m 

126.9 

142,9 

141.0 

107,9 

127.0 

119.9 

133.6 

150.1 

143.0 

92,9 

132.2 

133.1 

137.7 

156.6 

144. 5 

113.1 

156.3- 

•  129.7 

142.6 

mm  m 

117.6 

__ 

mmmm 

132.6 

145.7 

145.4 

104.9 

145,3 

132.3 

128.8 

142.2 

156.6 

111.8 

140.7 

128.4 

j 

1 

[ 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 
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PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  JUNE  1945.  TO  JULY  1945 


City 

All 

Items  * 

Food 

Clothing 

Fuel, 
Electric¬ 
ity  &  Icc 

House- 
furni sh¬ 
iners 

Mi scel- 
lancous 

AVERAGE 

0.3 

i 

0.4 

0.2 

1.1 

0*5 

0.2 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

_  _ 

l/l.l 

• 

0 

Baltimore,  Md.  * 

0 

,  -0.7 

0.7 

2.8 

-0.5 

0.1 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

1.0 

2.2 

O 

0 

0 

0.3  ' 

Boston,  Mass. 

0.2 

-0.1 

0.3 

1.4 

0 

0.6 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  • 

-0.2 

,  -0.9 

0.1 

1.9 

2.3 

0 

Chicago,  Ill. 

0.2 

0. 4 

0.2 

0.5 

-1.5 

0 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

0.1 

0.1 

0 

0 

0.1 

0 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

-0.2 

-0.4 

C 

*  0 

0.5 

0 

Denver,  Colo. 

-0.5 

-1.5 

0.2 

0 

2.3 

0.1 

Detroit,  Mich.  . 

-0.1 

-0.6 

1.2 

0.5 

-0.1 

0 

Houston,  Tex. 

0.6 

1.5 

-  0.  4 

0 

0 

0.2 

Indianapolis,  I-nd. 

— 

• 

o 

1 

» 

C 

t 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

3.3 

• 

0 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

0.2 

0.4 

0.1 

0.9 

C 

-C.l 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

C.l 

0.3 

-0.1 

0 

-2.3 

0.2 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

— 

C 

•  ft* 

0.7 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

— 

0.6 

•  _ 

0.3 

_ 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 

— 

-0.3 

► 

Ok  8 

-- 

— 

*> 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

0.2 

0.5 

0.2 

0.3' 

0 

c 

Mobile,"  Ala. 

— 

3.6 

_ 

0 

•ft 

New  Orleans,  La. 

-- 

3.4 

—  — 

2.8 

mm  mm 

mm  mm 

New  York,  N.  Y-. 

0.7 

1.2 

0.  4 

1.3 

0.  2 

0.2 

Norfolk,  Va. 

— 

1.3 

—  ~ 

0.1 

mm  mm 

mm  mm 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

C .  4 

0.3 

0.5 

3.4 

-i.C 

0 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

0.2 

0.8 

-C.l 

-C.l 

-3.C 

-0.2 

Portland,  Maine 

— 

0.9 

—  — 

0.9 

.  _ 

Portland,  Oreg. 

— 

1.5 

0.3 

_ 

Richmond,  Va. 

— 

1.0 

— _ 

C.  2 

rnm 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

-0.4 

-  0.6 

0 

C.l 

0  , 

c 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

0.7 

1.8 

t 

-C.3 

0.1 

0.7 

c 

Savannah,  Ga.- 

l.C 

i 

2.3 

0 

C.l 

0 

c 

Scranton,  Pa.- 

— 

-1.3 

5.9 

Seattle,  Wash. 

0.5 

1.2 

-0.2 

0 

C 

C.l 

Washington,  D.  C. 

0.2 

0.4 

C  o  2 

•  .. 

2.0 

-  -  1  ■  .1  —  ■  M  ■  —  - 

-C.l 

- B - 

c 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 
l/  June  index  revised:  140,6. 
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RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED* 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 

• .  .  ;  •  v.r  : 


Page  7 
July  1945 


# 


Group 

.  .  *  .  ... 

%  *  .  * 


4 *  *  i 

ALL  FOODS  \  ; 

Cereals *&  bakery  products 
Meats  V  ' 

Beef  &  veal 
Pork  ' 

Lamb  ’ 

Chickens 

Fish,  ’fresh  &  canned 
Dairy  products 
Eggs 

Fruits  &’  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canne  d" 

Dried  n  ’  ' 

*  Beverage's 
Fats  &  oils 
'Sugar  &  sweets 


ALL  FOODS  *  •  V 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 
"-Meats  *  -• 

s  Beef  &  veal  • 

<■  Pork 
~  Lamb 
'  Chickens 

Fjlsh,  fresh  &  canned 
•Dairy  products 
Eggs  ‘  *  - 

■Fruit®'  &  Vegetables 
Fresh  h 
Canned  ‘ 

Dried 

Beverages' 

"Fats  &  oils  ■ 

Sugar  &  sweets 


R-  Revised. 


July  17- 
1945 

June -12  - 
1945 

! - 

July-  18 
1944 

May • 18 
1943 

— 

May  12 
1942 

Jan . 14 
1941 

Aug,  15 
1939 

This 

\ 

•  •  L&.st  —  ■  - 

’’Hold 

‘"Little 

konth 

Month 

Year 

the 

-  - GMPR 

Steel” 

Bcfcre 

•y  • 

Month 

o 

*  Line"* 

* 

*  2 / 

Wa  r  in 
Europe 

Indexes 

,  1935-39 

-  100.0 

* 

— - - - 

«  v 


141, .7 

. 141.1 

137.4 

.143.0 

121.6 

97.8 

93.5 

109.1 

109.1 

108.6 

.107.6  ' 

105.2 

94.9 

93.4 

131.6 

131.6 

129.3 

138.3 

124.3 

101.1 

95.7 

118.5 

118,5 

118.7 

.131.2 

124/1 

109,4 

99.6 

112.7 

112*6 

112.1 

.125.5 

123.2  • 

86.1 

88.  C 

136.0 

156, ,0 

135.0 

,141.  .6 

118.2 

98.7 

98.8 

156.2 

156.8 

15,1.4 

.147.6 

113.-4- 

97.2 

94.6 

217.3 

•*  t 

215.6  * 

19,7.5 

.200.5 

150.9 

118,7 

99.6 

133.  4 

133**4 

133.6 

136.9 

123.3 

'  105.1 

93.1 

157.2 

'  X  45.1 

148.9  , 

142.1 

115.4 

97.4 

90.7 

191.8 

192.6 

176. 9 

190.8 

128.  7 

93.3 

92.4 

206.7 

\ 

207.7 

168,4 

205.8 

130.0 

93.4 

92.8 

130.2 

130.1 

129.0 

131.} 

122.7 

91.4 

"  91.6 

168.9 

168*8 

164.6 

158.0 

131. 2> 

99.6 

90.3 

124.7 

124.7# 

124.3 

124.5 

124.6 

90.9 

94.9 

124.0 

1£3.9 

122.9 

126.3 

122.4 

80.3 

84.5 

126.5 

126,4 

126.6 

127.6 

127.1 

95.3 

95.6 

Percent 

Change  to 

July  17, 

1945 

■/ 

.  !  ,  . 

mm  A 

0.4 

3.1 

-Q»  2 

16.5 

44.9 

51.6 

—  — 

o 

0.5 

1.4 

.  3,7 

15.0 

16.8 

—  — 

0’ 

1.8 

-4.8 

5.9 

30.2 

■37.5 

0 

-6.2 

-9.7 

-4,5 

8.3 

19.0 

0.1 

6.5 

-10.2 

-8,5 

30.9 

28.1 

0 

6.7 

-4.0 

,  15.1 

37.8 

37.7 

-- 

-0.4 

£.2 

5.8 

37.7 

60.7 

65.1 

—  — 

0,8 

10.0 

8.4 

44...0 

83.1 

118.2 

—  — 

0  ‘ 

-0.1 

-2.6 

8.2 

26.9 

43.3 

mm  tm 

8.3’ 

5.6 

10.6 

36.2. 

61.4 

73.3 

— 

-0.4 

8.4 

‘  0.5 

49.0 

105.6 

107.6 

-0.5 

9.7 

..  0.4 

59.0 

121.3 

122.7 

0.1 

0.9 

-0.7 

6.1 

42.5 

42.1 

mm  mm 

0.1 

2.6 

6.9 

♦ 

28.7 

69.6 

87.0 

-  — 

0 

0.3 

0.2 

0.1  , 

37.2 

31.4 

— - 

0,1 

0.9 

-1,8 

1.3 

54.4 

46.7 

•• 

0.1 

i* 

-0.1 

-0.9 

-0*5 

32.7 

32.3 

.*•  •« 


*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. . 

1/  Preliminary. 

y  The  "Little  Steel" -wage  formula  applies  to  Jan.  1,  1941.  Jan.  14,  1941  is 

nearest  date  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  been 
computed. 
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July  1945  •  .  '  TABLE  6.  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 

PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS  OF  FOODS 
JUNE  12,  1945  TO  JULY  17,  1945 


City 

All 

Foods 

|  Cereals 

and 

Bakery 

Meats 

Dairy 

Prod¬ 

ucts 

Eggs 

Fruits 

and 

Veg, 

1  Bev¬ 

er¬ 

ages 

Fats 

and 

Oils 

Sugar 

and 

Sweets 

Average 

■on 

~3.0 

(57(3 

0,0 

8.3 

-0.4 

0.0 

0.1 

o 

• 

M 

i 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

1.1 

0 

0.7 

0 

11.5 

1.0 

0 

0 

0 

Baltimore,  Md. 

-0.7 

0.2 

-0,8 

0.1 

5.2 

-2.6 

0 

0,1 

0.4 

Birmingham,  Ala* 

2*2 

0 

0 

0 

9.4 

5.2 

0 

0 

0.1 

Boston,  Mass, 

-0.1 

0.2 

-0.3 

0 

3.4 

-2.5 

0 

0.2 

0.1 

Bridgeport,  Conn, 

0*1 

0 

1.0 

0 

6.8 

-2.0 

'  0 

-0,6 

0 

Buffalo,  N,  Y. 

-0.9 

0,2 

-0.5 

0 

4.8 

-3.9 

0.2 

0,1 

0 

Butte,  Mont, 

0*5 

0 

-0.6 

0 

13.6 

-0.5 

-0.1 

-0,2 

0 

Cedar  Rapids ,  Iowa 

0.6 

0.2 

1.3 

0.2 

5,9 

-1.0 

0.1 

0 

0.4 

Charleston,  S,  C, 

2.1 

-0,2 

1.7 

0 

9.3 

5.4 

0 

0.5 

0 

, Chicago,  Ill, 

0.4 

0,2 

0.2 

0.1 

6.9 

-0.4 

0 

0.2 

0.2 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

0,1 

0 

-0.2 

-0.1 

7.5 

-0.6 

-0.1 

0,2 

0 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

-0.4 

0 

-0.1 

0 

8.9 

-2.9 

0 

-0.2 

0.2 

Columbus,  Ohio 

-0.1 

0 

0.2 

0 

7.8 

-3,8 

-0.1 

-0.5 

0 

Dallas,  Texas 

1.5 

0 

1.4 

0 

11.8 

2.4 

-0.1 

-0.1 

0.5 

Denver,  Colo, 

-1.5 

0 

-0.1 

0 

7.8 

-6.0 

0 

"0.1 

0.2 

Detroit,  Mich, 

-0.6 

-0.1 

-1.6 

-0.1 

5.6 

-1.9 

0 

•  0 

0.1 

Fall  River,  Mass* 

0.1 

0 

-0.2 

0 

7.4 

-1.5 

0 

0,4 

0 

Houston,  Texas 

1.5 

0 

-1.1 

0 

12.6 

4.2 

0 

-0,1 

0,7 

Indianapolis,  Ind, 

-0,4 

0 

0.3 

■  0 

7.1 

-4.0 

0 

0 

0.2 

Jackson,  Miss. 

0.3 

0.2 

-0.3 

0 

10.4 

-1.6 

0.2 

0,5 

-0.1 

•Jacksonville,  Fid. 

3.3 

'  -0.5 

1.5 

0 

10.4 

8.9 

0.2 

0.3 

-0,5 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  ' 
Knoxville-,  Tenn,  ' 

0.4 

1.3 

-0.1 

-0.2 

-0,9 

-0,2 

0 

0 

7.9 

13.4 

0.5 

1.9 

0.1 

0.4 

-0,1 

0.1 

0.2 

0.5 

Little  Rock,  Ark,' 

0.5 

0.1 

-0.1 

-0.1 

7.9 

0.3 

0.1 

0 

-0.2 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

0.3 

0.1 

-0.2 

0 

11.4 

-1.3 

0.2 

0.2 

0.2 

Louisville,  Ky. 

0.1 

0.1 

0.3 

0 

8,6 

-2.5 

0 

'  0 

-0.1 

Manchester,  N.  H, 

0 

-0.1 

-0.3 

0.2 

9.4 

-2.2 

0.2 

0.1 

0 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

0.6 

0.6 

0 

-0.1 

9.6 

-0.7 

0.1 

0,1 

0.4 

Milwaukee  ji  Wis. 

-0.3 

0.1 

0.2 

0 

6.2 

-2.5 

0 

*o!i 

0.3 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

0.5 

0 

0,4 

-0.1 

7.0 

-0.2 

-0.3 

0,2 

0 

Mobile,  Ala. 

3.6 

0.3 

3.8 

0.5 

13,2 

8.2 

-0.1 

0.1 

0 

Newark,  N,-  J. 

-0.1 

0 

0.6 

0 

10.1 

-2.8 

—0. 1 

0 

0.2 

New  Haven,-  Conn. 

New  Orleans,  la. 

-0.6 

3.4 

0.1 

vO 

0.8 
.  0.3 

-0,2 

0.1 

3.9 

9,0 

-4.2 

11.2 

o  o.< 

0.4 

0 

—0.1 

-0.1 

New  York,  N.'Y. 

1.2 

0,1 

-0.1 

0.1 

8,4 

,  • 

i 

2.6 

0.2 

0 

-0.1 

For  Footnotes,  see  page  9# 


TAB  IE  6  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN'  LARGE 
‘  ’  *  PERCENT  -CHANGES  BY  GROUPS'  OF  FOODS 

•  ‘  JUNE  12,  1945  TO  JULY  17,  1945 

****••  r  **  *  >  •  •  « 


CITIES* 


i-::i  ov 
> 

■July 


- - - - - 

All. 

Foods 

- ; . . 

Cereals 

1 

i Dairy 

Fruits 

|  Bev- 

[  Fats 

•  Sugar 

City 

and 

Bakery 

Meats 

1  Prod-' 

!  uc  ts 

■  Eggs 

and 

Veg. 

er¬ 

ases 

and 

Oils 

and 

Sweets 

Norfolk,  Va,  l/ 

1.3 

0,1 

0.1 

1 

-0.1 

3,2 

3.8 

-0.3 

-0,2 

!  *0,1 

Omaha-} -Nebr.  * 

0 

0 

0.4 

0 

-  4*2  ■ 

-1..4 

0 

-0.5 

o- 

Peoria,  Ill. 

0.1 

0.1 

0 

0 

S.9 

-0.9 

-0.3 

0,8 

0 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

0.3 

0 

-0.3 

0,2 

11.1 

-1.4 

0 

0 

0 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

0,8 

0.2 

0,4 

-0,1 

6.9 

.  0.9 

0 

^  *.> 

0 

Portland,  Maine 

0.9 

0.1 

1.0 

0,1 

10.1 

—0.6 

0.2 

*  0.1 

0 

Portland,  Oreg. 

1.5 

-0.1 

1.7 

0 

,  9'.  9 

1.3 

0 

0. 1 

-0.2 

Providence,  R.  I, 

0.9 

0,2 

-0.2 

0.1 

o  3 

1.3 

0 

0.2 

0 

Richmond,  Va. 

1.0 

0.2 

0.7 

-0,2 

6  ° 

0.8 

-0.2 

0 

0 

Rochester,  N.  Y, 

-0.5 

0  . 

-0.2 

.  -0 

-3,8 

0 

0 

0 

St,  Louis,  Mp, 

-0.3 

o.i[ 

0.1 

!  o 

*  7.4 

r3.9 

0 

— 0, 8 

0 

St. 4  Paul,  Mipn.  - 

o.? 

0 

-0.1 

0 

8.2 

-1.4 

0 

0.1 

—0,6 

Sal£  Lake  City,  Utah 

0.3 

0.1. 

-0.1 

-0.1 

3.9 

,-0.8 

0 

0 

0,3 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

1.8 

0 

0 

0.1 

10.3 

3.1 

0 

0 

0,1 

Savannah,  Ga, 

2.3 

0.1 

3,7 

0 

-  8.1 

.3.3 

0.1 

n  A 

0 

*  v 

Scranton,  Pa* 

-1*3 

0 

0.1 

.  0 

•  5.1 

-5.8 

0.1 

•  0,2 

0 

Seattle,  Wash* 

1*2 

0 

0.2 

0 

7  a 

2.3 

0 

-0,3 

-0,2 

Springfield,  Ill. 

-1.1 

0.1 

-0.1 

0 

11.0 

-5.3 

-0.4 

.0 

0 

Washington,  D,  G, 

0.4 

0.1 

0.6  | 

—0, 1 

11.3 

-1,2 

-0,1 

0.1 

0,2 

Wichita,  Kans, 

0,6 

0 

-0.1 

•0 

5.5 

.1,0 

’  -1,7 

.0.1 

-I.  9  ^ 

Winston-Salem,  N.  C, 

1.2 

0  . 

1 

0.5 

-0.1 

1 

6,4 

_ 

,2,4 

—0, 1 

0.3 

-0,3 

(  •*  '  *  / 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2* 
\J  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News, 
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TABLE  7  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  III  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JULY  17,  I9I4.5 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 

.  '  -  •  '• '  : .  ‘  r/v  *  v  /  :  •  ■*.  .  .  .  »  i'*  ’■ 


City 

Inde 

( 1935-3 

xes 

9=100.0 

)  '  '  ’ 

■  J,  “  - 

Percent  Change 

to  July  17,  1945  from 

July  1 

191*5 

t  June  1£ 

191+1 

June  1! 

191+5 

21  Julyi? 

1944 

*|May  1! 

1  191*3 

i  May  I* 

191*2 

*  Van.'  11 

191+1 

Aug.  15 

1939 

,  This 
Month 

.V 

Last 

Month 

*•  \ 

r 

Last 

Month 

'  > 

:  ■  Year 
Ago 

•  V-. 

"Hold 

the 
Line" 
*  •• 

GMHR 

* 

"Little 

Steel" 

24 

Month 
Before 
, War  in 
Europe 

V 

AVERAGE  « 

•j 

•11*1.7 

'•l4l.l 

0.4 

3.-1 

“0*9 

16.5 

44.9 

5.1.6, 

Atlanta,  Ga,- 

•<142.1 

■  140 ,6^ 

l.L 

2.9 

-0.6 

18.0 

*50.7 

'  53  .6 

Baltimore,  Md. 

150.1* 

151.1* 

-0.7 

5.1 

-1.4 

19.6 

53.6 

58.8 

Birmingham*  Ala,-- 

146.9 

n+3.7 

2.2. 

3.9 

4.4 

21.9 

53.0 

62.0 

Boston,  Mass, 

136.6 

-  136.8 

-0.1- 

3.6 

-L.1 

15.5 

■  '1*3.5 

46.1 

Bridgeport-,-  Conn, 

•138.7 

- 138 .5- 

0.L 

2.4 

-4.1 

'  ll-o  3 

1*3.7 

1*8.8 

Buffalo,'  N.  Y. 

138.9 

•  l4o.2 

—  0 .9*  • 

2.9 

#•  ■ 

-6.0 

10.9 

38 .6 

47.0 

Butte,  Mont, 

138,7 

138.0 

0.5 

2.9 

0.3 

14.2 

4o.5 

47.4 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  3/ 

11*5.1+ 

.  l44 .6 

0,6. 

3.5 

0-.8 

17.4 

51.6 

Charleston,.  S.  C. 

139.1* 

- 136.5 

2,1. 

1+.8 

-0.6 

13.1 

.  45 .4 

46»6 

Chicago,  Ill, 

li+0.7 

•  i4o,2. 

0.4- 

1.5 

-0.3 

15.6 

•  1:3.3 

52.1* 

Cincinnati, .  Ohio 

l40.8 

. l4o,6 

0,1. 

1.1 

1.8 

15.0 

45.9  •  ■ 

55  .8 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

U+5.8 

146.4 

-0.4 

0.8 

-0.3 

17.5 

47.0 

5b  .8 

Columbus,  Ohio 

133 .1* 

.133.6 

-0.1/ 

:  3.3 

-2,1 

12.5 

42.8 

51.4 

Dallas,  Tey.- 

; 137.7 

.135.6 

1.5.’. 

i+.i 

-0,1* 

17.9 

48.7 

50.2 

Denver,  Colo, 

139.8 

, 142.0 

-1.5/  • 

-0.6 

-2,6 

13.8. 

1*7.5 

50.8 

Detroit,  Mj.ch,.  , 

5-38.3 

*139.2' 

-0.6,  - 

1.3 

-3'.6 

13.0’ 

42.6 

52.6  . 

Fall  River,  Mass, 

131+.8 

.  131+.6. 

0.1, 

1.4 

-4a 

11.6 

38.3 

4l.3 

Houston,  Tex, 

141.6  ■ 

139.5 

1.5 

■  3.4 

-1.5 

12.5 

38.0 

64*8 

Indianapolis,  Ind, 

136.8 

137.1* 

-0.4 

1.6 

-2.4 

9.4 

39.3 

50.8 

Jackson,  Miss,  3/ 

11+9.1* 

11*9.0 

0.3 

7.9 

■,-2.4; 

16.4 

1*1.9 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

152.1+ 

11*7.5 

3.3* 

5.2 

0.6 

19.6 

54.3 

59.1  ^ 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

135.0 

131*  .1+ 

0.4 

1.9 

-2.1 

13.6 

46.1 

47.5 

Knoxville,  Tenn,  3/ 

161.1 

159.0 

1.3 

2.4 

2.9 

23.0 

65.9 

Little  Rock,  Ark, 

l4l.O 

11*0.3 

0.5 

3.8 

-0.6 

14.4 

47.5 

50.0 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

11+5.2 

144.8 

0.3 

1+.8 

-0.7 

13.3 

42.6 

53.5 

Louisville,  Ky, 

131*.  3 

131*.  1 

0.1 

0.7 

-5.1 

9.5 

40.6 

45.8 

Manchester,  N,  H, 

137.1* 

137.1+ 

0 

1.6 

-3.4 

10.8 

42.2 

1*1*. 8 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

150.7 

11*9.8 

0,6 

3.1 

0.4 

22.0 

60.0 

68  .0 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 

l40.6 

141.0 

-0.3 

2.3 

-0.9 

17.1* 

46.6 

54.3 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

133.7 

133.0 

0.5 

1.8 

-0.9 

10.6 

35.1 

i+0.7 

Mobile,  Ala. 

151.1 

11*5-9 

3.6 

4.6 

0.8 

19.2 

51+.3 

58.2 

Newark,  N.  J. 

11*5.1 

11*5.3 

-0.1 

i-r.2 

1.9  i 

20.0 

46.9 

51.8 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

139.0 

139.9 

-0,6 

2.7 

-4.6  | 

15.3 

45.2 

48.3 

New  Orleans,  La, 

157.6 

152  .1* 

3.1+ 

5.3 

3.3  j 

22.2 

54.7 

61.5 

New  York,  N.  Y, 

143.8 

11*2.1 

— u 

!.2  j 

4.1 

0.3  I 
- 1_ 

21.9 
- *_ 

44.5 

- —  1, 

50.1 

For  footnotes,  see  page  11 
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TABLE  7  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JULY- 17,  I9I+5 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


Indexes  1 


(1935-39-  100,0)  Percent  Change  to  July  17,  1945  from 


City  | 

July  17 

1945 

June  12 

1945 

Juno  12 

1945 

IJuly  18 

1944 

May  10 

1943 

May  12 

1942 

Jan.  lit 

1941 

Aug.  15 

1939 

This 

Month 

1/ 

Last 

Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

,rHold 

the 

Lino" 

* 

GMPR 

* 

"Little 

Stool" 

2/*' 

Month 

Beforo 

War  "in 
Europe 

Norfolk,  Va,  4/ 

145.5 

143.4 

1.3 

1.5 

-5.2 

15.2 

51.7 

55.2 

Omaha,  Nebr, 

133  .5 

133.5 

0 

2.4 

-3.2 

11.3 

36.4 

4i4.6 

Peoria,  Ill, 

144.8 

144.6 

0.1 

3.1 

-2.6 

12.2 

'46.3 

55.0 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

139.2 

138.8 

0.3 

3.3* 

-1.7 

l6.6 

46.5 

49.7 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

l42.it 

141.2 

0.8 

4.2 

0 

17.3 

45.3 

53.9 

Portland,  Maine 

136.1+ 

135.2 

0.9 

1.0 

-2.8 

12.1 

43.1 

42.2 

Portland,  Or eg. 

152.5 

150.3 

1.5 

4.3 

-0.7 

13.4 

50.0 

58.7 

Providence,  R.  I. 

141.9 

140.7 

0.9 

4.7 

0.6 

16.2 

47.4. 

51.4 

Richmond,  Va, 

137.5 

136.1 

1.0 

2.3 

-2.8 

13.7 

46.7 

49.1 

Rochester,  N,  Y. 

138.2 

138.9 

-0*5 

3.3 

•h  > 

-1.0 

13.0 

38.3 

49.7 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

142.9 

144*0 

-0.8 

0.7 

-1.2 

15.4 

it4.i 

52.3 

St,  Paul,  Minn. 

132.2 

131.9 

0.2 

2.0  5 

-1.9 

ll.il 

34.1 

4o.2 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

144.8 

144.3 

0.3 

2.6 

0.1 

16.6 

48.5 

53.1 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

150.1 

147.5 

1.8 

5.4 

1.4 

19.6 

50.7 

60.0 

Savannah,  Ga. 

156.6 

153.1 

2.3 

2.4 

1.8 

20.2 

55.8 

61.9 

Scranton,  Pa. 

142.6 

144.5 

-1.3 

2.9 

-3.8 

17.9 

46.3 

54.8 

Seattle,  Wash. 

145.7 

144.0 

1.2 

2.7 

-3.1 

12.2 

44.3 

54.2 

Springfield,  Ill. 

144.7 

146.3 

-l.l 

0.3 

-2.6 

13.0 

50.4 

53.8 

.Washington,  D.  C, 

142.2 

141.6 

0.4 

5.4 

-0.2 

17.8 

45.5 

51.1 

Wichita,  Kans,  3/ 

150.9 

150.0 

0.6 

1.7 

0.1 

17.0 

55.2 

— 

Winston-Salem,  ¥.C.  3/ 

143.1 

141.4 

1.2 

L 

5.2 

2.2 

19.9 

52.7 

mm  mm 

R  -  Revised, 

.*  See  general  explanations  of  tables  on  page  2. 

l/  Preliminary. 

W  The  "Little  Steel"  wage  formula  applies  to  Jan,  1,  194-1 •  Jan,  14,  1941  is  the 
nearest  date  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  been 
computed, 

3/  Juno  1940  equals  100, 

V  Includes  Portsmouth  and  Newport  News, 


Page  12 
July  1945 

TABLE  8  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JULY  17  19/ 5 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS * 


Commodity 

Average 
Prices 
July  17 
1945 

(Cents) 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS  ; 

Cereals: 

Flour,  'wheat 

10  lb. 

64.3 

*  Macaroni. 

lb. 

15.7 

Wheat  cereal  2/ 

28  oz. 

23.3 

" Corn  flakes 

8  oz. 

6.7 

Corn  meal 

,  lb. 

-  6.4 

'Rice  2 /' 

11 

% 

13.0 

‘Rolled  oats 

ti 

% 

10.4 

,  'Flour,  pancake  .2/ 

20  oz. 

12.4 

Bakery  products: 

i1 

'Bread,  white 

lb. 

8.8 

Bread,  whole  wh^eat 

,  ■:  -  ti 

*9.7 

"Bread,  rye 

.  11 

9.9 

Vanilla  cookies. 

.  ti 

28.8 

Soda  crapkers 

.  ,  '  if 

18.9 

MEATS : 

« 

Beef: 

r 

Round  st^ak 

•  lb. 

40.1 

Rib  roasti 

if 

32.3 

Chuck  roast 

11 

27.9 

Stew  meat,  2 / 

.  ii 

29.4 

Liver 

ti 

36.6 

Hamburger 

ii 

•27.2 

’  ■  Veal : 

Cutlets 

ti 

43.5 

Roast,  boned  and  rolled  2/" 
Pork: 

34.4 

Chops  ' 

11 

36.9 

Bacon,  sliced 

ti 

41.1 

Ham,  sliced 

n 

49.2 

Ham,  whole 

ii 

34.6 

Salt  pork 

ii 

22.1 

Liver  2 / 

11 

22.1 

Sausage  2/ 

ii 

38.6 

Bologna,  big  2/ 

ii 

33.7 

Lamb : 

Leg 

11 

39.8 

Rib  chops 

11 

45.2 

Percent  change  to  July  17.  19A5  from 


June  i; 
.1941 

July  1 

-UL944 ... 

May  11 

_  1943 

31  May  12 

1942 

Jan. 14 

>  1941 

Aug. 15 
1939 

Last 

Month 

■  Year 
Ago 

"Hold 

the 

Line" 

* 

GMPR 

* 

"Little 

Steel" 

1/* 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Eurone 

* 

-  0.0* 

♦ 

-0.8  ’ 

5.8 

24.  £ 

55.3 

79.6 

0 

,  0 

2.6 

10.6 

13.8 

12.1 

0  ' 

1.3 

-  1.7 

-  3.5 

-0.9 

-3.7 

0 

1.5 

-  1.5 

-  6.9 

-5.6 

-4.3 

0  ■ 

1.6 

14.3 

36.?. 

52.4 

•  60.0 

"  0.8  ■ 

1.6 

2.4 

-  5.7 

.  64.6 

73.3 

•  0  * 

6.1 

19.5 

20.9 

46.5 

46.5 

*  0.8  ‘ 

f  • 

2.5 

17.0 

,  3/ 

.  y 

3/ 

0 

0 

-  1.1 

1.1 

.12.8 

•12.8 

•  0 

0 

-  1.0 

2.1 

11.5 

•10.2 

•  0 

0 

0 

2.1 

10.0' 

'  7.6 

■  0.7  ' 

1.4 

.  -  1.0, 

4.0 

14.7 

3/ 

J  0 

0 

6.2 

15.2 

26.0 

27.7 

'0.2  , 

-3.6 

-14.3 

i 

-  9.3 

>• 

/  '3.9 

10.2 

'0.6 

-3.3 

,-14.3 

-  5,0 

■  2.5 

11.8 

1.1 

-3.1 

-12.3 

-  3.-5 

10.7 

24.0 

1.4 

-6.1  * 

V 

-16.0 

■  •  y 

3/ 

3/ 

0.3 

-1.9 

-  2.4 

2/ 

...-2/ 

3/ 

0 

-2.5 

-15.5 

9/ 

.  3/ 

3/ 

0.9 

-3.5 

-15.2 

-13.8 

-3.8 

2.4 

0.3 

-1.7 

-  8.8 

‘1/ 

3/ 

3/ 

0.3 

-1.1 

-11.9 

-14.6 

26.8 

19.4 

0.2 

0 

-10.1 

4.6 

36.5 

35.2 

0.4 

-3.3 

-17.0 

-16.3 

9.1 

6.0 

0.6 

r 

-2.5 

-13.1 

-  8.5 

32.1 

26.3 

0 

-0.5 

-10.5 

-  7.9 

32.3 

43.5 

0 

0.5 

-  6.4 

1/ 

3/ 

3/ 

0.5 

1.6 

0.8 

3/ 

3/ 

y 

-0.3 

-1.2 

-  0.3 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

0.5 

-0.7 

-  4.8 

17.8 

43.2 

44.2 

0.4 

-0.4 

-  7.0  1 

9.4 

\ 

29.1 

23.2 

!?or  footnotes,  see  page  14 
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TABLE  8  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 

AVERAGE -PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JULY  17,  1945 
*  J?ROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS  . 


Percent  chancre 

to  Jul: 

f..  17.  1( 

245  from 

•  •  •  "  '  '  f  .  ■  • ,  Os 

Average 

Tune  12 
1945 

July  18 
1944 

May  18 
1943 

May  12 
1942 

j Jan. 14 
.  1941 

Lug. 15 
.  1239 

Commodity 

.  •'  .  9  U 

Prices 
July  17 
1945 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

“Hold 
the 
Line  « 

* 

GMPR 

* 

“Little 

Steel" 

“17* 

Month 
Before 
nTar  in 
Eurone 

MEATS  2  ( C  on  t  inued ) 

Poultry: 

(Cents ) 

f  ■ 

Roasting  chickens  ij  lb. 

47.1 

-  0.4 

3.2  . 

5.8 

37.7 

60.7 

65,1 

Fish:  A  * 

Fish  (fresh,  frozen)  ij  lb. 

y 

0.9 

11.6 

9.4 

53.3 

89.3 

123.4 

Salmon,  pink  16  oz.  can 

23.6 

0 

-  0.4 

-  1.7 

8.3 

50.3' 

84.4- 

Salmon,  red  2 /  “ 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

40.2 

-  0.2 

-  4.1 

5 

-2.9 

C.  5 

52.3 

74.0 

Butter  f  lb. 

49.9 

-  0.2 

-  0.2 

-10.3 

9.2 

31.3 

62.5 

Cheese  c  ** 

35.4 

0.6 

-  1.9 

-  7.8 

l.'r  f  .1. 

31.1 

43.3 

Milk,  fresh’  (delivered)  qt. 

15.6 

0 

0 

0 

4,7 

20.0 

30.0 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery)  n 

14.5 

0 

0 

0.7 

7.4 

21.8 

31.8 

Milk,'  evaporated  14-g-  oz.  can 

10.1 

0 

1.0 

0 

16.1 

42.3 

50.7 

EGGS:  •  - 

Eggs,  fresh  ij  doz. 

.  •» 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABIES: 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables:' 
Fresh  fruits: 

55.3 

S.3 

5.6 

'10,6 

36.2 

61.4 

73.3 

Apples  •  lb. 

12.5 

-  3.1 

-  8.1  • 

-'3.1 

66.7 

140,4 

184.1 

Bananas  *  .  “ M 

10.5 

0 

-  6.2 

-10.3 

-12.5 

59.1 

72.1 

Oranges  doz. 

52.. 7 

1.0 

3.7 

24.9 

67,8 

93.0 

67.3 

Grapefruit  g/  .  t  e'a. 

Fresh  vegetables:  , 

11.3  . 

2.7 

11.9  ' 

\ 

44>  9 

79.4 

3/ 

2/ 

Beans,  green  |  ;  '  \  lb. 

24.0 

37,1 

79.1" 

37i-9 

79.1 

71,4 

233.3 

Cabbage  <  n 

6.6 

-26.7 

37.5  ' 

-42.6 

46. 7 

94.1 

69.2 

Carrots  ;  .  bundh 

9.2 

O'  ’ 

7.0  ' 

12.2 

39.4 

53.3. 

100,0 

Lettuce  head 

12.3 

-  2.4 

20,6 

-25 . 5 

33.7 

46.4" 

46,4 

Onions  ’  lb. 

9.3 

5.7 

29.2 

8,1 

36.8 

158.3 

153.3 

Potatoes  l  15  lb. 

31.9 

-  7.7 

3.0 

-13. ,  5 

54.5 

180.5 

138.1 

Spinach  t--  . ;  **  lb. 

11.9 

5.3 

15.5 

2.6 

60.8 

63.0 

52.6  . ; 

Swoetpotatoes  *  “ 

Beetd  2/  >  bunch 

Canned  fruits  and  vegetables: 
Canned  fruits : 

11.5 

5.5 

-3.4 . 8 

-35.8 

113.0 

130.0 

' 109,1 

9.0 

-28,6 

■  20.0 

-22.4 

-3/ 

...  2/ 

. y 

Peaches  ?  '  §2%  can 

27.4 

-  0,4 

-  1.1 

3.4 

17.6 

66,1 

60.2 

Pineapplo  „  M 

26.9 

0 

-  1.5 

-  6.3 

-  0.7 

28.7 

28. *1 

Grapefruit  juice  #2  can 

14.4 

0 

0 

2.9 

46.9 

— 

3/ 

3/ 

For.  footnotes,  sec  page  14. 
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TABLE  8  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  COSTS  IN  LARGS  CITIES^ 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JULY  17,  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


Commodity 


Average 
Prices 
July  17 
1945 


FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES:  (Cont'd) 
Canned  vogetablos: 

Beans,  groan  #2  can 

Corn  » 

Poas  '  -  »t 

Tomatoos  if 

Soup,  vcgotablo2/ll  oz.  can 
Dried  fruits  and  vogotablos: 
Dried  fruits: 

Frunos  H 

Driod  vogotablos: 

Navy  beans  '  n 

Soup,  dehydrated, 
chicken  noodle  2/  oz. 


(Cents) 


BEVERAGES : 

C of foe 

Toa  J 

Cocoa  2 /•  *  J 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

Lard 

Shortening  other  than  lard: 

•In  cartons 
‘In  other  containers 
Salad  dressing 
Oleomargarine 
Peanut  .butter  ■  *t 

Oil,  cooking  or  salad  2 /  pt. 


lb. 


SUGAR  AND  SWEETS: 
Sugar 
Corn  sirup 
Molasses  2/ 
Apple  butter  2/ 


lb. 
’  24  oz. 
‘18  oz. 
'16  oz. 


30.4 
24.2 

10.4 


18.7 

20.0 

24.5 
24.3 
'23.8 

28.5 
‘30.4 


6.7 
15.8 


Juno  12 

July  IS 

3|  May  IS 

May  12 

Jan, 14 

Aug.  15 

1241 

1944 

.1943 

1942 

1941 

1939 

"Hold 

"little 

Stool" 

1/* 

Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

the 

Line" 

* 

GMPR 

* 

Before 
War  in 
Fiiirrmn 

0.0 

0.0 

-12.7 

-  6,4 

31 -.0 

31.0 

0 

2.8 

5.7 

13.8 

33.3 

42.3 

-0.8 

0.8 

-14.8 

-16.5 

0 

-  2,9 

0.8 

2.5 

-  4.7 

0.8 

45.2 

a. 9 

0 

0 

i 

2.3 

3/ 

3/ 

.  3/ 

0 

3.5 

7.9 

43.9 

34.4 

101.1 

0.9 

7.5 

15.0 

27,8 

76.9 

93.3 

0 

2.7 

2.7 

•  1/ 

3/ 

3/ 

0 

1.3  ; 

1.3 

5.2 

46.9 

36.3 

0 

1.3 

12.6 

-  8.0 

37.5 

40.7 

0 

2.0 

13.0 

2.0 

14.3 

20.9 

-0,5 

0.5 

-  2.1 

4.5 

101.1 

33.9 

0 

-l.o' 

-  1.0 

1.0 

77.0 

70.9 

0 

-0.8  . 

0.8 

-  5.0 

33.9 

21.3 

-4.0 

-5.1  . 

-  3.6 

-  4.3 

20.9 

3/ 

-0.8 

-1.7 

1.3 

6.2 

52.6 

44.2 

0 

0,4  . 

-12.3 

5.9 

59.2 

59.2 

-0.7 

-0.7 

-  0,3 

3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

0 

-1.5.. 

-  1.5 

-  2.9 

31.4 

28.3 

0 

.  0 

1.3 

6,8 

16.2 

15.3 

0 

0 

1.3 

9.0 

17.9 

16.2 

1.4 

6,8 

9.3 

2/ 

L 

3/ 

\ 

3/ 

*  Scj0  g°uoral  explanation 'of  tables  on  page  c. 

^  IeA'l+t^AS^00lR1!rap/°rraul!1  aPPli0S  t0  Jan-  1,  1941.  Jan.  14,  1941  is  tho 
"ft-data  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  boon 
computed,  •. 

2/  Not  included  in  the  index. 

//•^oon+C^ln  ,0arller  PGriod#  .  3/  Composite  price  not  computed. 

4/  Percent  change  computed  on  the  index, 

±4. 
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CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX'" AND  RETAIL  PRICES  OF  FOOD  - 
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Lower  prices  for  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  accounted  for  a  decline  of  0.2 
j  percent  between  July  and  August  in  the  cost  of  goods  in  the  family  budget,  accord- 
j  ing  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor.  Prices 
l;j  foy  otlier  commodities  and  services  during  this  last  month  of  World  War  II  increased 
i  slightly.  The  consumers*  price  index  for  moderate-income  families  in  large  cities 

for  August  15,  1945  is  129.2  percent  of  the  1935-39  average  and  2.2  percent  above 
the  level  one  year  ago. 

Ovei . the  six  years  between  august  1939  and  the  announcement  of  the  Japanese 
surrender  in  August  1945,  prices  of  living  essentials  have  risen  31  percent.  The 
cost  of  food  advanced  51  percent,  clothing  46  percent,  and  house furnishings  45  per¬ 
cent,  while  average  prices  for  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  and  the  miscellaneous 
goods  and  services  .increased  14  and  24  percent,  respectively.  Rents,  the  only 
major  group  to  remain  relatively  stable  over  the  period,  rose  3.3  percent. 

I ood  costs  in  large  cities  declined  0.6  percent  during  the  month  ending 
August  15  after  having  increased  more  than  4  percent  between  mid-March  and  mid- 
July.  Trosh  fruits  and  vegetables  prices  foil  5 '  percent  due  to  seasonal  decreases 
ior  potatoes,  onions,  carrots,  and  . sweet, potatoes,  and  sharp  drops  in  prices  for 
green  beans,  cabbage,  spinach' and  oranges.  Greer,  beans  were  down  by  22- percent 
after  having  risen  37  percent  during  the  previous  month  when  OPA  controls  wore' 
lifted.  A  xarge  crop  and  the  removal  of  some  special  adjustments  of  codlings 
combined  to  result  in  a  15  percent  decrease  in  the  price  of  onions. 

_  Eggs,  increased  seasonally  more  than-  5  cents  per  do-sen  during  the  month 
(ending  august  14).  Meat  prices  rose  fractionally  as  supplies  of  beef  and  prepared 
meats  continued  to  show  marked  improvement.  Beef  steaks  and  roasts  were  again 
available  in  oO  percent' of  the  independent  scores  as  compared  with  27  percent  in 
-  mid-uune ;  seventy  percent  of  the  grocers  hac  ho  veal  and  pork.  Rationing  restrictions 
on • canned- -fruits  and  vegetables  were  removed'  on  August  16. 

Average  costs  of  clothing  advanced  0.3  percent  between  July  15"  and  August  15 
as  stocks  of  apparel  in  retail  stores— especially  men's  clothing— wore  reported  to 
bo ^ lower  than  at  any  tire  since  the  entry  of  the  United  States  into  the  war.  The  •• 
price  of  women’s  winter  cloth  coats  increased,  reflecting  the  use  of  fur  trim  and 
wool. fabrics  of  bettor  quality  than  during  the  previous  season.  Work  clothing 
continued  to  advance  as  retailors  wore  forced  to  replenish  their  stocks  with  higher 
price  lines.  Costs  of  rayon  print  dresses  showed  little  movement  as  the  season 
ended,  but ^ percale  house  drosses  wore  higher  in  half  of  tha  cities  surveyed. 

Supplies  cf  inexpensive  cotton  drosses  continued  to  improve-  in  most  cities,  duo  in 
[part  to  increased  stocks  of  merchandise  price -marked  by  manufacturers  in  accordance 
with  OP.  regulations.  Rayon  knit  undpr garments  declined  in  price  ever  the  month, 
and  scattered  increases  wore  ro ported,  for  rayon  woven  slips. 
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Avorago  retail  prices  cf  houccfurnishingc  and  mis coll ancous  goods  and 
services  rose  slightly  (0.1  and  0.2  porcont  respectively)  between  mid -July  and 
mid-August.  Wool  blankets  wore  generally  higher  and  there  were,  price  advances  in 
a  few  cities  for  living  room  and  bedroom  furniture  and  cooking  stoves,  which  off¬ 
set  scattored  docroasos  in  other  cities.  Semo  increases  for  laundry  sorvicos  and 
men's  and  women's  haircuts  were  .reported. 

An  increase  of  3  to  20  cents  per  ton  in  the  price  cf  bituminous  coal  at  the 
mine,  allowed  by  OPA  in  over  half  of  the  nation's  bituminous  producing  districts, 
and  an  increase  of  40  cents  per  ton  in  the  price  cf  coke  to  c  mponsato  for  higher 
coal  and  labor  costs,  combined  to  cause  a  0,2  percent  rise  in  the  average  prices 
cf  the  fuel,  electricity,  and  ice  group.  Prices  cf  all  solid  fuels  in  Minneapolis 
wex  q  raised  an  additional  9  cents  per  ten  as  a  result  of  wage  increases  granted  to 
local  employees. 

Rents  were  not  surveyed  in  August. 

This  index,  formerly  called,  the  cost  of  living  index,  represents  average 
changes  in  retail  prices  of  selected  goods,  rents,  and  services,  weighted  by 
quantities  bought  by  families  of  wage  earners  and  modern to -income  workers  in  largo 
cities  in  1934-36.  The  items  priced  for  the  index  constituted  about  70  percent  cf 
the  expenditures  of  city  families  whose  incomes  averaged  $1524  in  1934-36. 

llu  index  does  not  show  the  full  effect  of  such  factors  as  changes  in  quality 
and  the  availability  of  goods.  During  the  war  the  quality  of  civilian  goods  has 
been  lowered.  The  Bureau  has  attempted  to  account  for  the  disappearance  of  Inv¬ 
oiced  merchandise  by  pricing  the  most  similar  article  available.  The  President's 
Committee  on  the  Cost  of  Living  has  estimated  that  such  factors,  together  with 
certain^ others  not  fully  measured  by  the  index,  would  add  a  maximum  of  3  to  4 

points  to  the  average  price  rise  shewn  for  large  cities  between  January  294.1  and 
September  1944. 


General  Explanation  of  Tables: 

The  indexes  are  based  on  time -to- tine  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  and 
services  purchased  by  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities.  They  do  not  indi¬ 
cate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another, 

^>r'^Ci  r')-a^°  "k°  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  January  1941,  on 
.xblcs  1  and  2,  which  have  boon  estimated  for  January  1  (the  date  used  in  the 
Little  Steel"  wage  formula  of  the  National  War  Labor  Board),  by  assuming  an  oven 
rate  of  change  from  December  14,  1940  tc  the  next  pricing  date.' 

GMPR  -  The  General  Maximum  Price  Regulation  was  issued  on  May  18,  1942,  It 
established  retail  price  ceilings  at  their  highest  levels  in  March  1942. 

.The  President's  "Hold -the -line"  order  was  Issued  April  8,  1943.  The  peak  of 
the  rise  which  led  to  this  order  was  reached  in  May,  which  is  therefore  used  for 
this  comparison. 
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Food  prices  arc  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  four  days  of 
the  week  which  includes  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.  Aggregate 
costs  of  foods  in  each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families  of 
wage  earners  and  moderate -income  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States 
with  the  use  of  population  weights*  In  March  1943  the  number  of  cities  included 
in  the  food  .index  was  increased  from  51  to  56,  and  tho  number  of  foods  from  54  to  61. 

Prices  of  clothing.  housofurntahin^s .  and  mlscol] anocus  goods  and  services 
arc  obtained  in  34  largo  cities  in  March,  June,  September,  and  December.  In  inter¬ 
vening  months,  prices  are  collected  in  21  of  the  34  cities  ibr  a  shorter  list  of 
goods  and  services* 

Rents  are  now  surveyed  semiannually  in  most  of  the  34  cities  (in  March  and 
September,  or  in  June  and  December).  Ia  computing  tho  all  items  indexes  for 
individual  cities  and  the  rent  index  for  the  average  of  largo  cities,  because  of 
the  general  stability  of  average  rents  at  the  present  time,  the  indexes  are  held 
constant  in  cities  not  surveyed  during  the  current  quarter. 

Prices  for  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  are  collected  monthly  in  34  largo  cities. 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE- IN COKE  FAM 
FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CROUPS 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  C RANGES 


LIES 


Group 

Aug. 

19!45 

July 

191+5 

Aug  •  i 
19&I  | 

"  May  ' 

19U3 

'  "Say  ‘ 
191+2 

Jan . 

191+1 

Aug . 

1939 

This 

Month 

Last 

Month 

. 

;"HoId 
Year  1  the 

Ago  |  Line”* 

k 

! 

GMPR 

* 

"Little 

Steel" 

* 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

■  • 

Indexes 

,  1933-39  =  100 

.0 

ALL  ITEMS 

129.2 

129.il 

126.1* 

125.1 

116.0 

100.8 

98.6 

Food 

liio.9 

11+1.7 

137.7 

143.0 

121.6 

97.6 

93.5 

Clothing 

11(6.2 

11+5-7 

139.1+ 

127.9 

126.2 

101.2 

100.3 

Ren  t 

-- 

— 

10B.2 

108.0 

109.9 

105.6 

101+.3 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

111J4 

111.2 

109.8 

1C7.6 

loi|,9 

100.8 

'  97.5 

Gas  &  eleotricity 

95.2 

95.2 

95.8 

96.1 

96.6' 

97.5 

99.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

127.2 

126.7 

123.3 

118. 7 

112.9 

loli.o 

96.3 

Housefumi  shings 

u+5.5 

11,50 

139 .3 

125.1 

122.2 

100.2 

100.6 

Miscellaneous 

lit  4 

12l4.2 

122.3 

115.3 

110.9 

101.8 

100.il 

Percent  Change 

to  Augu 

st  1945 

ILL  ITEMS 

wm  **» 

-0.2 

2.2 

3.3 

11.1+ 

28.2 

31.0 

Food 

wm 

-  0 .  6  . 

2.3 

-1.5 

15.9' 

U;.i| 

50.7 

Clothing 

— *  «. 

0.3 

ii. 9 

11+.3 

15.8 

14+ .  5 

i+5-8 

Rent  l/ 

«•*  aw 

«•  •» 

0.1 

0.3 

-1.5 

3.1 

3.8 

Fuel, ""electricity  &  ice 

M  •  m 

G.2 

1.5 

3*5 

6.2 

10,5 

11+.3 

Gas  A-  electricity 

0 

-0.6 

-0.4 

v  *  ✓ 

-1  J| 

-2.1+ 

-3.8. 

.  Other  fuels  &  ice 

-- 

o.l. 

s  *2 

7.2 

12.7 

'22.3 

32.1 

Housefumi  shings 

«n» 

0.1 

!,  q 

16.3 

19.1 

1+5.2 

U+.6 

Mi scellaneous 

•¥  «■* 

0.2 

7.9 

12,2 

22.2 

23.9 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 
l/  Percent  change  to  Juno  194 5* 
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TABLE  2  -  COt? SUKERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHARGES  TO  AUGUST  1965 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


City- 

July 

1965 

Aug. 

19U4 

Hay 

19ll3 

Hay 

19)42 

Jan . 

191+1 

Aug. 

1939 

Last 
Mon  f  h 

1 

Year 

7  0 

-  -0 

’’Hold. 

the 

Line”* 

 -  -  — 

GMPR 

* 

■ 

”Li ttle 
Steel” 

* 

Mon  tli 

Before 
War  in 
Europe 

AVERAGE 

-0.2 

O  P 

CA  •  A- 

3-3 

11.6 

28.2 

’  31.0 

Baltimore,  Hd. 

-0.6 

.3.0 

3*3 

12.0 

31.8 

514.1 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

0.2  ‘ 

1.6'' 

6.4 

12.7 

31.7 

36.8 

Boston,  Mass.' 

-0.2 

2.3 

2.7' 

10.8 

26.7 

29.1+ 

Buffalo,  IT.  Y. 

0.1 

2.1.1 

rC  b 

v.'  *i-i- 

7.3 

26.9  ' 

31.3 

Chicago,  Ill.' 

•  -0.4 

1.0 

2.7 

9.8 

26.6 

29.6 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

’ *  -0.2 

2.2  • 

6.  ip 

11.6 

29.8 

32.9 

C 1  e  vV.- 1  an  d ,  Ohi  0 

0  ’ 

1.1 

3.2- 

11.2 

29.5 

32.1 

Denver,  Colo. 

-0.1 

r\  r\ 

CL.  •  cA 

2  •  6 

10.6 

27.6 

-  29.lt 

Detroit,  Mich. 

•  0.2  ■ 

2.9 

2.9- 

10.3 

29.7  • 

33.0 

Houston,  Tex. 

,  .  -0.1 

2.1 

2 .3 

9.6 

26.8 

26.6 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

0.1 

2  ■.9" 

6.1 

11.7 

29.6 

29.3 

Los ‘Angeles,  Calif. 

0.2  • 

2.6* 

6.1 

10.8 

27.7 

30.2 

M  inn  ea p 0 1  i  s , '  rlinn  • 

•  "-0.1 

1.7  • 

2.5 

7.7 

22.6 

25.2 

New 'York,  N.;'Y. 

*  -0.5 

2.2 

6.7 

16.7 

28.7 

31.3 

Phi  1  a  de  1  p hi  a ,’  Pa . 

* 

-0.1  ■ 

2.2 

2.7 

11.6 

29.2 

31.1 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

-0.9 

'  1.7 

6.2 

12.3 

28.6 

■  32.2 

St.  ' Louis,  Mo. 

0  .  b  ’ 

1.0> 

2.8 

10.3 

26.2 

30.0 

San  Fr  an cisco,  Cali f • 

-0.8  ‘ 

2.6* 

3.6 

12.7 

30.2 

53.14 

Savannah,  GaE 

0  J4 ' 

1.9 

6.8  *  ■ 

l6.3 

36.3 

39.2 

Seattle, -Wash. .  ..  . 

0.2 

2.4 

2.9 

9.6 

30.1 

32.14 

W  a  shi  n  g  ton ,  D .  C . 

-0.1 

•3-o 

6.0 

12.2 

28.8 

30.5 

* 


See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2 
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TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS*  PRIC'D  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CI-TIES,  AUGUST, 

■  Indexes,  1935-39  =  100.0 


City 

1 / 


AVERAGE 

Atlanta,  Ga. 
Baltimore,  lid. 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass./ 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  • 
Chicago,  Ill. 

-1  .  , 

Ciacinn  ati ,  Qhi o 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo.,- 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Tex.. 

I  n  di  an  ap  o  1  i  s ,  I  n  d . 

•J  a  ok  sonvi  lie,  FI  a  • 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Los  Angeles,  ’Calif. 
Manchester,  U.  H.  ■ 
Memphis,  Term. 

Mi  lwauk  ee ,  V/ i  s  . 

Minneapolis,  Mi nn • 
Mobile,  Ala. 

New  Orleans,  La. 

New  York,  N .  y. 
Norfolk,  Va, 

Phi  ladeiphi  a ,'  Pa  • 

Pi tt sbur gh ,  Pa . 
Portland,  Ha i n  e 
Portland,  Orcg. 
Richmond,  Va* 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

San  Francisco,  Calif 

Savannah,  Ga.‘; 
Scranton,  Pa. 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


All 

Items 

j 

Food 

i  ■>  . 

i 

— 

1 

! 

Clothing 

[ 

i 

Fuel, 

Electric¬ 
ity  b  I cc 

L  _ _ 

j  House- 

furnish¬ 
ing  s 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

129.2 

J 

14-0.9 

i4o  •  2 

| 

!  111.4 

145.5 

1244 

iii2. 1 

,  | 

115.3 

-»  **. 

— 

132.il 

149.1 

150.9 

111.8 

151.6 

123.6 

133 A 

III  7.5 

.  142.2 

107.5 

139..9 

I27.2 

125.6 

135-7 

43.3  - 

122.2 

145.0 

•  118. 9 

1290 

138.1 

-j  {  -■*  / 

-l i-joy  •  0 

107.4 

144 .0 

126.2 

127.Q 

139.2 

14.0.0 

106 .6 

136.3 

122.4 

129.3 

liiO.O 

143.8  ’ 

107.8 

143-.  8 

125.1 

132.1 

145  •  6 

i4p  •  0. 

113.7 

146.8  ' 

122.9 

127.6 

139.3 

136.6 

105.1 

loO  .4 

124 1.2 

131.0 

133.4 

146 .4 

114.7 

156.2 

-  130.8 

127.3- 

4 1.2 

140.1 

91.1 

141 1.1 

124.1 

— 

137.7 

— 

113.6 

— 

-- 

~~ 

152.0 

114.0 

127.5 

135  4 

14-6.3 

112.4 

135 -U 

126.6 

130.9 

li+5 .9' 

42.3 

92.5 

142.4 

127.8 

-- 

■136.4 

.  — 

.  129.1 

_  M. 

M  mm 

— 

150  *9 

-- 

106.6 

139.4 

— 

111.5 

124.8 

133.2 

141.0 

104.2 

1J8.9 

123.1 

152.3 

-- 

103 .5 

•  1. 

mm 

-- 

156.5  ' 

-- 

103.0 

%m  mm 

lpO.O 

n+1.7 

154.0  ’ 

115.5 

13  6  .'4 

126.9 

— 

146.1 

-- 

120.5 

—  —  ' 

128.2 

138.9  ■ 

146  •  6 

113.3 

1  143 . 0 

121.1 

130.1 

141.3 

164.2  . 

112.1 

i44.i. 

120.0 

— 

135.7 

-- 

119.7 

—  — 

..  ** 

— 

150.9 

-- 

120.6 

n  — 

138.3 

— 

109 .9 

mm  mm 

127.5 

II44  *  Q 

141 .5 , 

108.0 

127.0 . 

119.9 

'132.5 

147.1 

i43*o 

92.9  ' 

132.0 

133.1 

138.2 

157.3' 

45  -2 

113.1 

157.8 

129.7 

a*  — 

11*1.3 

-- 

117.9 

_  > 

132.8 

140.8 

145.9 

104.9 

45.3 

132.3 

128.7 

...  j 

14-1.7  j 

I56.9  ' 

112.1 

140.8 

128.4 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  nape  2, 
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Cx  ty 

1 

All 

r  — , 

1 

Fuel, 

I 

House- 

Hi  seel- 

I  terns 

Food 

Cl  0  tiring 

Electric- 

furn.i  sh- 

laneous 

ity  h  Ice 

ing  s 

t 

AVERAGE 

-0.2 

-0.6 

0.3 

0.2 

0,1 

0.2 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

— 

0 

0 

j  _ , 

__ 

Baltimore,  Hd, 

-0.1} 

-0.9 

0 

0 

0.1 

0 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

0.2 

0.4 

0.3 

0 

0.]} 

0.1 

Boston,  Hass. 

-0.2 

-0.7 

0.1 

0.3 

0.1 

0.6 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

0.1 

*■  0  •  1 4 

0.5 

0.6 

-0.5 

0.4 

Chicago,  Ill. 

-0.1: 

-1.1 

~r'-  1 
-v-.l 

0,2 

-0.3 

0.1 

Cin cinna ti ,  Ohi  0 

»0 .9 

w  •  c_ 

-0.6 

0.8 

0.4 

-0.1 

0.1 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

0 

-0.1 

0.1 

0.4 

0.1 

Denver,  Colo. 

-0.1 

-0.4 

0.3 

0.7 

0.6  , 

0 

Detroit,  Mich. 

0.2 

0.1 

0.5  . 

0.7 

0.2' 

o*7 

Houston,  Tox. 

*■  U  •  1 

-0.3 

0 

0 

.  0 

0 

Indianapolis,  Ind* 

--  , 

0.7 

»•  M 

0.2 

-- 

J a  ck  s  on  vi  1 1  e ,  Fl  a,  • 

-0.5 

«.  _ 

'■  0 

— 

•M  rnm 

Kansas  City,  Ho. 

0.1 

0.3 

0.9 

-0.4 

-0.1 

0 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

0.2- 

0.8 

0.4 

0 

0*5 

0.1 

Blanches  ter,  11.  H. 

--  • 

1/-2.2 

— 

0.2 

—  — 

Memphi  s ,  Bonn  • 

— 

0.1 

-- 

r\ 

U 

— 

— 1 

Milwaukee,  Wis<. 

— 

-0.9 

-- 

0.5 

— 

Minneapolis.,  Minn. 

-0.1 

•-0.il 

-0.3 

0.9 

0 

0.1 

Mobile,  Ala. 

.... 

0  •  8 

— 

-0.2 

—  — 

New  Orleans,  La. 

-- 

-0.7 

rs 
’ J 

—  - 

mm 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

-0.5 

- 1  G 

X*P 

1  O 

-4  •  '  — 

0.1 

0.5 

0 

Norfolk,  Va. 

— 

0.6 

— 

C.l 

—  — 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

-0.1 

-0.2 

0.3 

0.1 

i 

0.1 

e 

Pi tt sburgh.  Pa • 

-0.5 

-0.8 

-1.4 

0  A 

0.6 

0.2 

Portland,  Maine 

-0*5 

0.3 

—  ~ 

.MB  _ 

Portion. d.  Ore?, 

— 

-1.0 

i  -0,1 

—  — 

m~  mm 

Richmond,  Va. 

— 

0.6 

—  - 

0.1 

mm  mm 

mrnmm 

St.  Louis,  Ho. 

°.5, 

0.8 

0 .4 

C.l 

0 

0 

San  Fr  an  c  i  3  c  0 ,  Cal.  if. 

-0.8 

-2.0 

0 

0  i 

-0.2 

0 

Savannah,  Ga. 

0.1} 

0.6 

0*5 

0 

1.0 

0 

Scranton.,  Pa. 

! 

-0,9 

0.3 

—  — 

Seattle,  Wash, 

0.2 

vj  •  1 

0.3 

0 

0 

0 

Washington,  D.  C.: 

-0.1 

-0.4 

r.  p 

0.3  i 

0.1 

0 

L 

— 

- 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables 
l/  Index  for  July  If,  1945  r  e  vi  so  d : 


CABLE  4  -  CaiSlntEES*  PRICE  ILD3X  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  CROUPS,  BY  Cl  TIPS 
FROM  JULY  1945  TO  AUGUST  194-8 


or  page  2, 
Food  159,4. 


Pel  go  'J 

TABLE,  5  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGS  CITIES  COMBINED*  August  1945 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Aug.  14 
-4945 

July  17 
.1945 

Aug.  15 
1944 

May  18 

1943 

May  12 
10/0 

Jan. 14 
19/1 

Aug.15 

1939 

► 

Group 

This 

Month 

1/ 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

"Hold 

the 

Line"* 

GMPR 

* 

"Little 
Steel" 
*  2/ 

Month 
Before 
Yar  in 
Europe 

_ 

Indexes 

.  1935-39 

=  10c.  0 

ALL  FOODS 

14C.9 

141.7 

137.7 

143.0 

121.6 

97.8 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

109.1 

109.1 

108.5 

107.6 

105.2 

94.9 

93.4 

Meats 

131.8 

131.6 

129.0 

133.3 

124.3 

101.1 

95.7 

Poof  A  veal 

US.  5 

113.5 

118.6 

131.2 

124.1 

109.4 

99.6 

Pork 

112.6 

112.7 

112.0 

125.5 

123.2 

96.1 

88.0 

Lamb 

136.4 

136. 0 

134.7 

141.6 

113.2 

98.7 

93.8 

Chickens 

157.3 

156.2 

149.8 

147.6 

113.4 

97.2 

94.6 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

217.3 

217.3 

198.0 

200.5 

150.9 

118.7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

133.4 

133.4 

133.6 

136.9 

123.3 

105.1 

93.1 

Eggs 

171.4 

157.2 

159.4 

142.1 

115.4 

97.4 

90.7 

Fruits  A  vegetables 

133.5 

191.8 

175.7 

190.3 

128.7 

93.3 

92.4 

Fresh 

196.2 

206.7 

136.7 

205.8 

130.0 

93.4 

92.8 

Canned 

130. 3 

130. 2 

129.3 

131.1 

122.7 

91.4 

91 . 6 

Dried 

163.6 

168.9 

165.0 

153.0 

131.2 

OO  4 
y/«o 

90.3 

Beverages 

124.7 

124.7 

124.3 

124. 5 

124.6 

9C.9 

94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

124e  0 

1  0  !  Vs 

1^/4  • 

122.7 

126.3 

122.4 

80.3 

84.5 

Sugar  &. sweats 

126,6 

126.5 

126. 5 

127.6 

127.1 

95.3 

95.6 

Percent  Change  to  Aug.  14.  .1945 


ALL  FOODS 

— 

1 

0 

• 

0 

2.3 

-  1.5 

15.9 

44.1 

50.7 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

— 

.  0 

0.6 

1.4 

3.7 

15.-0 

16.3 

Meats 

— 

'0.2 

2.2 

-  4.7 

6.0 

30. 4 

37.7 

•  Beef  &  veal 

— 

0 

-0.1 

-  9.7 

-4.5 

8.3 

19.0 

Pork 

— 

-  c  •  1 

0.5 

-10.3 

-3.6 

3  0.8 

23.0 

Lamb 

mm  mm 

0.3 

1.3 

-  3.7 

15.4 

3o.2 

33.1 

Chickens 

•  mm 

0.7 

5.0 

6. 6 

38.7 

61.8 

66.3 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

— 

0.2 

10. 0 

e  V  / 

Oe  O 

4 4.3 

'•Vo  r 

03.5 

113. 7 

Dairy  products 

— 

r\ 

U 

-0.1 

-  2.6 

0.2 

26.9 

43.3 

Eggs 

— 

9.0 

7.5 

20.6 

48.5 

76.  C 

39.0 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

-- 

-4.3 

4.4 

-  3.3 

42.6 

96.7 

98.6 

Fresh 

— 

-5.1 

5.1 

-  4.7 

5C.  9 

110.1 

111.4 

Canned 

— 

0.1 

t  O  O 

-  0.6 

6.2 

42 . 6 

42.2 

Dried 

-- 

-0  2 

2.2 

6.7 

28.5 

69.3 

36.7 

Beverages 

mm  mm 

n 

0.3 

0  9 

0.1 

37.2 

31.4 

Fats  &  oils 

-- 

/•■V 

c 

1.1 

-  1.3 

1.3 

54.4 

46.7 

Sugar  &  sweets 

-  “ 

C.l 

0.1 

0.8 

-'  . 4 

32.8 

32.4 

\ 

See  general  explanation  of  tables 
1/  Preliminary. 

2/  The  "Little  Steel"  wage  formula  a 
nearest  date  for  which  data  on  rc 

i  on  page  2. 

.pplios  to  Jan.  1,  1941.  Jan.  14,  1941  is 
tail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  been 

the 

computed. 


3  8 


August  1945 


SP  A. 


BIE  6.  -  RETAIL  FOOD  FRIGES  XL  LARGn  CIlIEb* 
PERCENT .CHANCES  BY  GROUPS  OF  FOODS 
JULY  17 3  1945  TO  AUGUST  U,,  1945 


City 

j  All 
jFoods 

Cereals! 

and  ! 
Bakery.  2 

Meats 

Dairy 

Prod¬ 

ucts 

Eggs 

I  Fruits j 
j  and 

. 

AVERAGE 

i  -OU1 

0.0  1 

-  1 

0.2 

* 

0.0 

9.0 

! 

r 

1 

>  -  4*Y 

i 

\ 

i  „ 

Atlanta,  Ga» 
Baltimore ,  Md . 
Birmingham,  Ala . 
Boston,  Mass. 
Bridgeport ,  Conn , 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Butte,  Mont. 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 
Charleston,  S.  0. 
Chicago,  Ill. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland ,  Ohi o 
Columbus,  Ohio 
Dallas ,  Texas 
Denver,  Colo. 

i 

Detroit,  Mich. 

Fall  River,  Mass. 
Houston,  Texas 
I ndiana polls,  I nd . 
Ja  ckvS  on ,  M i  s  s . 

J a  cks  onvi lie ,  Fla , 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Knoxville ,  Tenn  „ 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Loui s vi  He ,  Ky . 
Manchester,  N.  H. 
Memphis,  Tenn, 

M i 1 wauke e ,  Wi s . 
Minneapolis ,  Minn. 

Mobile,  Ala. 
Newark,*  N.  J. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 
New  Orleans,  La. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


For  footnotes,  see 


0  0.2 
-0.9  |  0.1  | 
0.4 !  -0.4 


!  -0.7 

-0.9 


!  -0.4 

I  0 

i  —o.i 

|  0.2 
i  i  i 

l  “-1-1 

|  -0.6 

i  -0, 1 

0.4 
I  0.9 
I  -0,4 


-  l 
f 


0.1  1 

-0.5 
-0.3 

0.7 
1.2 

j  -0.3 
S  0.3 
-0.3 

-0.4 

0.5 


0.5 

-2.2 

0.1 

-0.9 

—0.4 


0.8 

-1,2 


°  ' 


page  9. 


0.1  |  -0.4  -0.1 


0.2  !  11.2  !  -  4.1 
0  |  7.1  I  -  0.8 

0  |  10,1  i  -  6.5 


-0.7  I 
|  -1.5  i 


TABIE 


(Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS  OF  FOODS 
JULY  17,  1945  TO  AUGUST  14,  1945  • 


Pago  9 
August  1945 


City 

l 

All 

Foods 

Cereals 

and 

Bakery 

Keats 

Dairy 

Prod¬ 

ucts 

! 

Eggs 

-■ 

Fruits 

and 

"Veg.i  ..... 

Dov¬ 

er- 

agos-. 

Fats 

and 

Oils 

Sugar 

and 

Sweets 

Norfolk,  Va.  1/ 

0.6 

0*0 

1.3 

0.0 

4.6 

-0.4 

i 

o 

• 

(— 1 

-1 . 0 

-0.1 

\  Omaha,  Nobr. 

-1.3 

0 

-0.2 

0 

5.3 

-6.1 

0 

0.1 

0 

Peoria,  Ill. 

0.8 

0 

-0.1 

-o- 

10.2 

1.2  • 

0.1 

-1.0 

•0 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

-0.2 

.  o 

0.7 

0 

8.5 

-3.9 

0,2 

-0,1 

0 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.; 

-0.8 

0 

0.1 

O’.l 

9.9 

-5.3 

-0.2 

0.2 

0  ■ 

•  *  i 

Portland,  Maine 

-0. 5 

'  0.1 

-0.4 

-C.l 

12.1 

-5.7 

0 

'0.3 

.  0 

Portland,  Grog, 

-1 . 0 

■  0.1 

-0.2 

.  0 . 1 

8.5 

-6.0 

0  ‘ 

0.1 

y  o.i 

P  r  oyi do  nee,  R .  I . 

[  -.0.2 

-0.2 

0.9 

-0.2 

9.4 

-3.7 

O’ 

r'  o 

0 

Richmond,  Va. 

.0. 6 

r\ 

V  / 

-0.4 

0 

9.3 

-0.7 

-0.3 

0 

0 

Roche star,  N.  Y. 

-0.3 

0 

0.4 

0 

8.1 

-4*  7 

0.1 

0 

n 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

0.8 

r\ 

0 

-0.1 

-0.2 

7.9 

.  rry 

• 

i — i 

0 

n ' 

'■ 

0 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

.  -0.1 

0  1 

-0.2 

n 

v_- 

8.1 

-2.8 

pj 

C.l 

-0.2 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

-0. 6 

0 

-0.1 

0 

8.3 

-4.5 

0 

0.2 

0 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

-2 . 0 

0 

0.2 

0 

9.1 

-8.7 

o 

0 

-0.2 

Savannah,  Ga. 

0.6 

0.2 

-2,0 

0 

10.2 

2.5 

0 

1.2 

-0.2 

»  .  > 

Scranton,  JPa. 

’  -0.9 

0.1 

V  i 

»  .1 

o.i 

10.3 

-6.2 

u 

-0.1 

2.6 

Seattle,  Wash. 

0.1 

0 

p,  i 

-0.3 

10.0 

-3.0 

-0.5 

0.2 

f.  0,1 

Springfield,  Ill.  . 

1.0 

■  o 

0.1 

0 

15.6 

1.1 

0.1 

-0.6 

6.1 

Washington,  D.  C.  . 

_.Q  / 

-  0.2 

a  0*9 

Q.3 

8.8 

-2.1 

0 

0 

0.1 

Wichita,  Kans. 

-0.7 

0.2 

1  •  ’ 

-0.1 

16.4 

-7,4 

0.6 

C 

0.5 

Winston-Salem,  N,  C. 

4  '  •  •  —  u- 

-0.2 

VJ 

i  -0.1 

.0 

i 

.  9.-5 

-1.8 

0 

j 

!  o 
!■  . 

0.8 

*.  Soo  general  explanation  of  tables  on  .page  2, 
1 /  Includes  Portsmouth  and  -Newport  Nows.,  ; 


V 


t 


rage  10 
August  3.945 


TABLE  7  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LA  ROE  CITIES* 

I*  CHANGES  TO  AUGUST  L',,  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES  ,  BY  CITIES 


INDEXES  AND  PEIiCK'-'1’ 


City 

Indexes 

(1935-39=100.0) 

Percent  cha: 

age  to  August  14,  1945 

from 

Aug.  14 

 X245  .  H 

July  17 
1.945 

July  17 
1945 

Aug.  15 
1944 

May  18 
1943 

May  12 
1942 

Jan.  14 
1941 

Aug.  15 
1939 

This 

Month 

1/ 

Las  t 
Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

n  iioid 
the 
Line" 

* 

GMPR 

-X- 

"Little 
Steel" 
2/  *■ 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Surone 

AVERAGE 

140. 

.9 

141.7 

-0,6 

2.3 

-1.5 

15.9 

44.1 

50.7 

Atlanta,  Oa. 

142 

1 

142.1 

0 

2.1 

-0.6 

18.0 

50.7 

53.6 

Baltimore,  Md. 

149 

1 

•  150.4 

-0.9 

3.9 

-2,3 

18.5 

52*3 

57.4 

Birmingham ,  Ala . 

147 

5 

•  146.9 

o  c  4 

1.4 

4.8 

22.4 

53.6 

62.6 

Boston,  Mass, 

135 

7 

136.6 

-0.7 

2.6 

-1.7 

14. 7 

45.1 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

137 

4 

138.7 

-0.9 

1.7 

-5.0 

13.3 

4-'-  •  /+ 

47.4 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

133 

4 

1.38.9 

-0*4 

3.3 

-6.4 

10.5 

JX>  .  i 

46.5 

Butte,  Mont. 

133 

7 

133.7 

0 

3.7 

0.3 

1/  2 

/  n  p 

47.4 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  2 I 

145 

3 

145.4 

-0.1 

4.5 

0.7 

17.3 

— 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

1 

7 

139.4 

0.2 

3.2 

-0.4 

13.4 

45  •  7 

46.9 

Chicago,.  Ill. 

139 

2 

140.7 

-1.1 

1.5 

-1.3 

14.4 

41.8 

50.8 

C in  c i nna  ti ,  Ohi o 

140 

C 

l  /  o  >> 

-0.6 

2.3 

1.2 

14.4 

54.9 

Clave land ,  Ohi o 

145 

6 

145.3 

-0.1 

0.9 

-0.5 

17.3 

46,8 

55.6 

Columbus ,  Ohio 

3.34 

0 

133.4 

0.4 

2.9 

-1.7 

13.0 

43.5 

/r  0  1 

#  -L 

Dallas,  Tex. 

133 

9 

137.7 

0.9 

4.0 

0.5 

18.9 

50.0 

51.5 

Denver,  Colo. 

139 

3  . 

139.3 

-0.4 

1.6 

-3.1 

13.3 

46.9 

50.3 

Detroit,  Mich. 

138 

4  . 

138.3 

0,1 

a  n 
^  *  o 

-3.5 

13.1 

7  ^  r? 

*  t  i 

52.8 

Fall  River,  Mass, 

134 

1 

134.8 

-0.5 

1,4 

-4. 6 

11,0 

37.5 

40.6 

Houston,  Tex, 

141 

r\ 

/C 

141.6 

-0*3 

2.5 

-1.7 

12 , 2 

37.6 

//  /, 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

137 

7 

136.8 

0.7 

2.5 

-1.8 

10.2 

40.2 

51.8 

Jackson,  Miss.  2J 

151 

2 

149.4 

1.2 

c  cv 
P.o 

-1.2 

17.8 

43.6 

«■ 

J a cks onville ,  Fla , 

152 

0 

1  ^9  ). 

.U  J  0  .  r 

-0.3 

2.1 

0.3 

19.3 

53.8 

58.7 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

135 

t 

135.0 

0,3 

3.2 

-1.8 

14.0 

46.5 

48.0 

Knoxville ,  Tern.  2/ 

160 

6 

161.1 

-0.3 

1.3 

2.6 

22,6 

65.4 

— 

Li ttla  Rock,  Ark. 

140 

4 

141.0 

-0,4 

2,0 

-1. 0 

14. 0 

46.9 

49 , 4 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

145 

9 

145.2 

0,5 

3.4 

-0.2 

13.9 

1  q  a 

Lt  •  a 

p4.  2 

Louisville,  Ky. 

135 

0 

134. 3 

0,5 

1.2 

-4.6 

10,1 

41.4 

46.6 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

136 

4 

139.4* 

-2,2 

1.0 

-4.1 

10.0 

41.2 

43.7 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

150 

9 

150.7 

0,1 

1.3 

0,5 

22.2 

60.2 

68,2 

Milwaukee,  VI is. 

139 

4 

140.6 

-0,9 

2,2 

-1.8 

16.4 

45.4 

53.0 

Minneapolis ,  Minn, 

133 

2 

133.7 

-0.4 

2.1 

-1.3 

10.2 

34. 5 

40.2 

Mobile,  Ala. 

3 

151.1 

0,8 

3.5 

1.6 

20.1 

55.6 

59.5 

Newark,  N.  J. 

143 

4 

145.1 

-1.2 

3.6 

0.7 

18.6 

45,1 

50.0 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

137 

2 

139.0 

-1.3 

0,9 

-5.8 

13.8 

/  '3  / 

46,4 

New  Orleans,  La. 

156 

5 

157.6 

-0.7 

2  5 

2,6 

21.3 

A 

J>y .  0 

60.3 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

HI 

7 

143.3 

-1.5 

i.  p  0 

-1.1 

« 

20.1 

[ 

. -■■■ 

42.4 

47.9 

For  footnotes,  see  page  11. 


City 


Norfolk,  Va, 
Omaha,  Hebr, 
Peoria,  Ill, 
Philade Iphia ,  Pa, 
Pi tts burgh ,  Pa , 

Port  Land,  Maine 
Portland ,  Ore  3 „ 
Providence,  R,  I, 
Richmond,  Va, 

Ro c hes  te r ,  N .  Y . 


St,  Louie. ,  I.lo, 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
San  Francisco, 
Savannah , 


*  /> 

rX  » 


Ljfcx  • 


Scranton,  Pa. 
Seattle,  Wash, 

S  pr ingf io Id ,  1 11 . 
Washington,  j).  C, 
Wichita,  Kans.  2/ 
Wins ton -Salem , 


0. 


Indexes 

Per 

(1.935-39 

-100.0) 

Aug.  14 

July  17 

July  17 

1945 

3.945 

1943  . 

this 

Month 

-1  / 

Last  - 
Month 

Las  t 
Month 

y 

! 

146 . 1 

14-5.3 

f 

0.6 

131*3 

133.5 

-1.3 

145.9 

144.  S 

0. 3 

133.9 

139.2 

-0.2 

141.3 

142.4 

-0,3 

13.5.7 

136.4 

-0.5 

150.9 

152.5 

-1.0 

I41.6 

3.41.9 

-0.2 

133. 3 

137.5 

0.6 

137.6 

*1  0  ^  a 

J.  J>C>  »  4) 

-0.3 

l  ;  /  r. 

1/P  0 

i 

i  0  3 

V/  *  J 

199  1 

0“  ..2  •  -0 

{ 

i  -0.1 

I— 0  ,r 

!  144.3 

1  -0.6 

147.1 

150.1 

0  0 

i  -  <•-  *  - 

157. 5 

!  156.6 

i 

0.6 

141.3 

« 

■;  /  0  A 

jlR.*  -  • 

|  -0.9 

145.6 

~i  }  z.  7 

-  c  • 

0.1 

14-6.1 

144.7 

1.0 

141.7 

l  142.2 

-0.4 

-0,7 

I  149.3 

!  150.9 

|  143.4 

9 

1 

|  143.1 

1 

O  2 

i 

4 — . - 

Aug.  15 
JL24L.- 


30  to  August  14,  1945 
May  lo 


May  12 


1°A3 

T" Hold 


Jen.  1/, 
1941 


Year 


st  t  i,n  . 


R  -  Revised L 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tallies  on  page 

1/  Preliminary, 

2/  The  "Little  Steel"  wags  formula  applies  to  Jan.  1,  1941*  Jan,  14,  1941  is  1  be¬ 
ne  orest  date  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  nave  oee.11 
computed. 

p/  ouno  ,.l>4c  equals  luO, 

U  Includes  Fortsmdlitk  and  Newport  News, 
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TABLE . 8  -  RETAIL  FOOD  -PRICES  III  LARGE  CITIES* 
AVERAGE  PRICES  -JED  PERCENT  GILESES  TO  A  JO.  ll|,  1945 
PROM  SPEC I FI ED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


Commodity 


CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS: 
Cereals ; 

Flour 5  wheat 
Macaroni 
Wheat  c creel  2/ 

Corn  flakes  8  oz< 

Corn  meal  l'o< 

Rice.  2/ 

Rolled  oats  n 

Flour-  pancake  2,/  20  oz , 

Bak cry  pro  due t  s : 

Bread,  white  lb< 

Bread,  whole,  wheat  ” 

Bread,  rye 
Vanilla  cookies 
Soda  crackers  n 

MEATS j 
Beef: 

Round  steak  lb. 

Rib  roast  ” 

Chuck  roast  .  n 

Stew  meat  2/  n 

Liver  u 

Hamburger  n 

Veal  * 

Cutlets  n 

Roast,  boned  and  rolled  2/ 15 
Pork: 

Chops  ” 

Bacon,  sliced  n 

Earn,  sliced 
Ham,  whole 

Salt  pork  ” 

Liver  2,/  51 

Sausage  2/ 

Bologna,  big  2/  " 

Lamb  • 

r  »» 

Leg 

Rib  chops  . 

For  footnotes,  see  page  lU« 


|  Pore  ,nt  change 

jjUryV/TTugTTn 

Average!  1945  I  1941+  ! 

Prices  j  '  j  i 

Aug.  lip!  Last  j  Year 
1945  !  Month  [  Ago 


to  Aug, 
Jday  18 


(Cents ) 


64*3 

•0.0 

1  r*  Q 

lo  0  O  1 

0.6 

23  «4  j-  OcU 

6.7  1 

0 

6.1l  i 

G  . 

15.0  | 

0 

10.lt 

0 

12,4  • 

0 

1 

e.b 

0 

9  »7 

9.9 

0 

28.6 

-  0.7 

16.9  . 

0 

40.9 

2.0 

33  "0 

28  oh  - 

30  oO  . 

36  o9  . 

2.2 

1.6 

2.0 

0.8, 

27. 4 ... 

.0.7 

44*  h 

0  1 

— •  a 

■v 

-  00 

37  -2 

0  c  6 

1+1.2 

i  0*2 

1+9  *4- 

0,1+ 

36  o5 

0o3 

22.0 

i-  9*5 

22,1 

f  0 

38.7 

i  0.3 

33 .9 

0*6 

! 

1  r- *  * 

4-4  *  5 

1.8 

46  s  e 

JL.O 

> 

1.6 


-  0*7 


—  0  «  o 

-  1,1 


1.2 


rjU+,  194-5"  fnem 
llay  12 1  Jan .  14'  AugiTb 


19U2  i  19U1 


GMER 


I  ”Litt3o 

j Steel” 

!  I/* 


1939  '</" 


Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 


1 


,0 


19*5 

17.0 


-  0  ,4 

•  5*6 
52*4 
64  o  6 
46*5 
3/ 


Ji 


-  1 


®  1 


6.2 


•12.6  i  -  7*5 


-It 


>  ^  {.  _ 

.  ©  J  » 


-lb .5  i 


-17*2 


6 


©0 


1  - 


T  s 

3/ 


27*6 

36,9 


*3 


n 


45  o  7 

3lo4 


1+6*7 

25.3 


Fage  13 
August  1945 

TABLE  6  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IIJ  LARGE  CITIES* 

AVERAGE  PRICES  ADD  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  AUG.  l4,  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


Pe r c  en t  chang e 

to  Aug 

•  14,  1945  from 

* 

July  17 

(Aug#  15j  May  16 

Mav  12 

Jan.lU 

Aug. 15 

...  . 

Average 

1945 

194 

!  1963 

191*2 

1961 

1939 

Commodity 

Pri $  0 s 

1 

t 

I  "Hold 

"Little 

Month 

Plug#  lU 

Last 

■  Year 

!  the 

GMPR 

Before 

•  • 

1965 

Month 

Ago 

j  Line" 

Steel" 

l/* 

War  in 

* 

* 

Europe 

;  (Cents) 

‘  '  ■  . .  v 

MEAT Pi  (Continued) 

f 

1 

* 

Poultry:  t  M*-.. 

* 

• 

*  ••  ■  y 

'Rg  acting  chickens  4/  '*  lb. 

47.6 

o#7 

•  5*o 

6.6 

38.7 

61.8 

66.3 

Fi.shj  ’  ~~ 

'  5/ 

Fish  (fresh,  frozen)  4/  lb. 

■  .0.3 

11.7 

9.7 

53.7 

39.8 

124.,  0 

Salmon,  pink  16  oz.  can 

-  apTii 

-  0.8 

0  #8 

-  2.5 

7.3 

49.0 

82.8 

Salmon,  red  2/  n 

39.7 

-  1.2 

-  1.7 

-  4.1 

-  0.8 

50.6 

71.9' 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

► 

• 

Butter  #  lb# 

49.9 

0 

-  0.2 

-10.3 

••  9.2: 

31.3 

62.5 

Cheese  M 

'  35.7 

0,6 

-  1.1 

-  7.0 

5.0 

32'.  at 

66.5 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered)  qt# 

15.6 

0 

0 

0  • 

47 

20,0 

•30.0 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery)  ’  " 

4.5 

0 

O'- 

0.7 

■■7.4 

21.8 

31.8 

Milk,  evaporated  l4j-  oz#  can 

10,1 

O' 

1.0 

0 

16.1 

4.3 

50.7 

EGGS.:  '» 

,*• 

• 

4  ? 

*  t  • 

Eggs,  fresh  4/*  ,  doz. 

(So  •  6  | 

1 

9.0 

:  7.5 

20.6 

1*6.5 

76.0 

89.0 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

. 

\ 

Fr-esh  fruits  and  vegetables:  , 

* 

Fresh  fruits* 

'><  “ 

Apples  .  ,  .  lb.r 

13.1 

48 

19.1 

1,6 

76.7 

131.9 

197.7 

Bananas  •-  .  "  , 

10  #5 

0 

6.2 

-10,3 

-12.5 

59.1 

72.1 

Oranges  *  -  .  doz# 

[  51.3 

-  2*7 

0,8 

21.6 

63.4 

67.9 

62.9 

-■  Grapefruit-  2/  *■'  oa#. 

11  #0 

-  2#7 

5« "6 

4.0 

76-6 

1 

3/ 

•  Fresh  vegctabTes: 

] 

/ 

Beans,  green  lb,4 

18.7 

-22.1 

.  32.6 

7*5 

-  39.6 

33.6 

159.7 

Cabbage  " 

6#o 

-  9.1 

22.4 

-47.8 

33  *3 

76.5 

•53.8 

Carrots  bunch 

9«i  i 

-  1.1 

4.6 

11.0 

37.9 

51.7 

97.8 

Lettuce  •  -  .  ‘  ■  head 

12.5  j 

1.6 

15*7 

-24.2 

33  *9 

68.8 

68.8 

Onions  •  ?•  «  .  lb# 

7.9  ! 

-15*1 

21.5 

-  8a 

16.2 

119.6 

'119.6 

A  Potatoes  *  . ,  15  lb# 

73.6  .!■ 

-  9.9 

-  7.9 

—  20  fc2 

39.2 

132.7 

116.5 

Spinach  .4  lb# 

11.6  ! 

-  2.5  " 

0 

:  0 

56.8 

58.9 

68.7 

Sweetpotatoos  " 

u»6.  j 

-  o#9 

-  7.3 

-36.3 

111.1 

128.0 

107.3 

Beets  2/  bunch 

84  | 

-  6.7 

13.1 

-27.6 

3/ 

3/ 

3/- 

Canned  f ruTts ‘ and ' vegetables : * 

i 

1 

| 

■  r 

>; 

Canned  fruits': 

i 

' 

1 

} 

•- 

Peaches  can 

27.2  j 

-  0.7  j 

-  1.8  | 

2o6 

16.7 

64.8 

59.1 

Pineapple  " 

26.3  i 

-  2,2 

-  3*7  \ 

-  6.4 

-  3.0 

25.8 

25*2 

Grapefruit  juice  can 

111  *4  ! 

0. 

_ _ J 

p  | 

— . . 4- 

2.9 

46.9 

3/ 

1- 

For  footnotes,  see  page  1)4 • 
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TABLE  8  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 


AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO 


*  VT'I 

J.I  JU  • 


1'J 


FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


1 

j 

percent  change 

to  Aug.  li.i,  1949  from 

-  ‘ 

I 

! 

Average 

July  1  ft  Aug.  15 

191+5  I  191+4 

Hay  16 !  May  12  j  Jar  .  14 

191(5  !  1942  |  191+1 

1939 

Commodity 

Prices 
Aug.  lg. 

191+5 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ag-1 

j 

"Hold 

the 

Lino”  i 
* 

GMPR 

* 

”IAttlo 

Stool" 

1/* 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES s  (Cor.t’d) 
Canned  vegetables: 

(Cor ts) 

1 

'■  Beans,  green 

■j{Q  can 

13.2 

0.6 

0.0 

-12.0 

-  3.7 

32.0 

32.0 

Corn 

iU.s 

0 

2.1 

5.7 

13.8 

36.3 

1+2.3 

Pea  s 

tl 

13.2 

0 

0.8 

-14.8 

-16.3 

0 

-  2.9 

Tomatoes 

n 

18*2 

'  0 

1.7 

- 1+.7 

0.8 

1-1-5  k  2 

1+1.9 

Soup>  vegetable  2/11  02. can 
Dried  fruits  and  vegetables: 
Dried  fruits* 

13.2  ' 

- 1.9 

-  1.9 

. 

0.8 

3 / 

• 

3/ 

3/ 

Prunes 

•Dried  vegetables: 

-  lb.- 

17.1+ 

-  1.7 

0.6 

6.1 

1+1.5 

81. 2 

97.7 

Navy  beans 

Soup,  dehydrated,  * 

lb. 

11.5 

0 

6.5 

13.0 

27.6 

76.9 

98.3 

chicken  noodle  2/ 

02# 

3.6 

9.6 

2.7 

_ 3/ 

3/ 

3/ 

BEVERAGES: 

1+7.3 

36.8 

Coffee  :  . 

lb. 

30.9 

0.3 

1.3 

1.7 

9.9 

Tea 

i  lb. 

24.2 

0 

1.3 

12.6 

8.0 

37.5 

1+0.7 

Cocoa  2/ 

fS  lb. 

10. b 

0 

1.0 

13.0 

2.0 

11+.3 

20.9 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

-  1.6 

Lard.'  lb. 

Shortening  other  than  lard: 

16.8 

0.5 

1.1 

. 

5.0 

102.2 

89.9 

In  cartons 

lb. 

20.0 

0 

-  l.p 

—  1 .  0 

1.0 

77.0 

70.9 

In  other  containers 

t! 

24.5 

0 

-  1.2 

0.6 

-  3.0 

33.9 

21.3 

Salad  dressing 

2U.2 

—  0  .4 

-  9.9 

-  b.o 

-  4.7 

20.4 

3/ 

01 e  omar gar ine 

lb. j 

23.9 

0.1+ 

-  0  .4 

1.7 

6.7 

33.2 

44.6 

Peanut  butter 

tr 

28.6 

U  #4 

0.7 

-12.0 

6.3 

99.6 

59.6 

Oil,  cooking  or  salad  2/ 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS: 

/  pt . 

■  1 

30.5 

0.3 

-  0.7 

.3 

v 

3/ 

2/ 

Sugar 

lb. 

6.7  ! 

0 

0 

-  1.3 

-  2.9 

31.1+ 

28.8 

Com  sirup 

24  )z. 

15.8 

0 

0 

1.3 

6.6 

16.2 

19.3 

Molasses  2/ 

16  02. 

15.6 

0 

0 

1.3 

9.0 

17.9 

16.2 

Apple  butter  2/ 

16  oz.j 
i 

lJ-l.l 

0 

6.0 

9.3 

_ 

3/ 

1  ~ 

2/ 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2.  *  - 
l/  The  "Little  Steel”  wage  formula  applies  to  Jan*  1,  1941  •  Jan*  l4>  1941  is  the 
“  nearest  date  for  which  data  oh  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  been 


computed# 

2/  Not  included  in  the  index. 

3"/  Not  priced  in  earlier  period#  5/  Composite  price  not  computed# 

T\/  Percent  change  computed  on  the  index# 


33  t 

\J  /n  3  7-S ' 

CstS'to.  \ 


% 


% 


% 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
lareaii  ot  Lao  or  BbatJLo  ties 
Washington  25.,  D.C. 


CONSUMERS *  PRICE-  INDEX*  AND  RETAIL  PRICES  OF  FOOD  -  SEPTEMBER  1945 

Retail  prices  for  consumers1  goods  in  large  cities  declined  0.3  percent 
between  August  15  and  September  1$,  according  to* tan  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor.  Lower  prices  for  fresh  vegetables  arid  re¬ 
ductions  in  fuel  oil  prices  more  than  offset  higher  prices  for  furnish '5  ngs  and 
fail  clothing.  The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  consumers’  price  index 'for 
mod  orate-  income  families  in  largo  cities  for  September  15,  1945  was  1x8.9 
pur  cent  of  the  1935-39  average,  about  36  percent  higher  than  on  January  1,  i?41- 

During  the  month  retail  food  prices  dropped  i.i  percent.  A  13  percent 
decline  in  prices  for  most  fresh  vegetables  was  due  mainly  to  mi  usually  large 
crops.  Largest  declines .were  in  the  prices  of  sweet  potatoes  (25  percent), 
potatoes  and  green  beans  (16  percent),  cabbage  and  spinach  (j5  percent) ,  and 
■  onions  (14  percent).  Eggs  advanced  seasonally  7.3  percent,  while  nest  prices 
were  lower  in  some  stores  as  supplies  of  beef  and  veal  improved  greatly  ever 
previous  months. 

Substantial  price  ceiling  reductions  for  fuel  oil,  duo  to  the  restocRtica 
of  bankers  to  coastwise  service,  were  made  by  seme  dealers  along  the  Atlantic 
Coast  several  days  before  the  effective?  date  of  the  order,  September  17.  The 
relative  importance  of  gasoline,  fuel  oil,  sun  an- tor  oil  in  the  index  has  been 
increased  to  reflect  expanded  current  consumption  following  removal  of  rationing 
controls . 

Clothing  prices  rose  1.2  percent  between  August  and  September,  as  low  and 


a.  ret ,  S 

L  /">  i  v  i  Q  ,  p  r.f.v  •  c; 

uVJR.sa.o  r  Ale  .  u> 

iiothing 

ii  higher 

.  i  4-  .  ...  „  1 

i  i.b  s  .  1  .h*Ji  , 

s  salts , 

:i  OYCOVer 

,  men’  n  cotton 

b)L  J 

fixed  by 

r.anuf  ac  tui'ers . 

In  most 

moderate-priced  garments  warn  increasingly  scarce . 
were  at  a  low  for  the  war  period,  resulting  in  higher 

,  men’s  cotton  pa  jar 
r.anuf  ac  ture  r  s .  I  n 

cities  'women’s  fur-wri; omoa  drers  co;  to  and  women*  s  wool  dresses  retailed  at 
gener'J.ly  higher  levels  th fin  last  season.  Shoes  far. men  and  children  ni vanned 
with  the  relaxation  of  LVB  price  .line  production  .controls  and  the  substitution 
new  method  of  determining  prices  under  OPA  regulation. 

The  end  of  the  war  period  brought  no  relief  in  the  housing  situation  as 
returning  veterans  increased  the  demand  for  homos .  Average  rents  showed  only 
sligi.it  changes  sxu^e  the  last  runt  purvey .  The  largest  Lange  —  0.6  percent 
increase  between  March  ami  September  — •  was  re  per  tea-  in  Seattle . 


articles  continued  to  be  sec. raw 
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tinned  to  edge  upward  (0.1  percent)  •  charges  for  beauty  shop  services  increased 
in  1C  cities,  and  scattered  A-any  c  w*-.re-  reported  in  the  eo; 
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-"-NOTE:  This  index,  formerly  called,  the  cost  of  living  index,  represents  average 
changes  in  retail  prices  of  selected  goods,  rents,  and  services,  weighted  by  quan¬ 
tities  bought  by  families  of  v/age  earners  and  moderate -income  workers  in  large 
cities  in  1934-36.  The  items  priced  for  the  index  constituted  about  70  percent  of 
the  expenditures  of  city  families  whose  incomes  averaged  $1324  in  1934-36. 

The  index  does  not  show  the  full  effect  of  such  factors  as  changes  in  quality 
and  the  availability  of  goods.  During  the  war  the  quality  of  civilian  goods  has 
been  lowered.  The  Bureau  has  attempted  to  account  for  the  disappearance  of. low- 
priced  merchandise  by  pricing  the  most  similar  article  available.  The  President's 
Committee  on  the  Cost  of  Living  has  estimated  that  such  factors,  together  with 
certain  others  not  fully  measured  by  the  index,  would  add  a  maximum  of  3  bo  4  points 
to  the  average  price  rise  shown  for  large  cities  between  January  1941  and 
September  1944.  If  small  cities  were  included  in  the  national  average,  an  addition¬ 
al  l/2  percentage  point  would  be, added  to  the  index. _ 

General  Explanation  of  Tables : 

The  indexes  are  based  on  time -to -time  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  and  services 
purchased  by  moderate-income  families  in  large  cities «  They  do  not  indicate  whether 
it  costs  more  t’j  live  in  one  city  than  in  another* 

Data  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  January  1941,  on 
Tables  1  and  2,  which  }iave  been  estimated  for  January  1  (the  date  used  in  trie 
“Little  Steel"  wage  formula  of  the  National  War  Labor  Board),  by  assuming  an  even 
**ate  of  change  from  December  1L,  1940  to  the  next  pricing  date. 

GIvlPR  -  The  General  Maximum  Price  Regulation  was  issued  on  May  18,  1942 .  It 
established  retail  price  ceilings  at  their  highest  levels  in  March  1942. 

The  President's  « Hold-the -line “  order  was  issued  April  8,  1943.  The  peak  of 
the  rise  which  led  to  this  order  was  reached  in  May,  which  is  therefore  used  for 
this  comparison. 

Food  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  36  cities  during  the  first  four  days  of 
the  week which  includes  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.  Aggregate 
costs  of  foods  in  each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families  of 
wage  earners  and  moderate— income  workers,  have  been  com  Dined  for  the  United  States 
with  the  use  of  population  weights •  In  March  1943  the  number  of  cities  included  in 
the  food  index  was  increased  from  $1  to  36,  and  the  number  of  foods  from  34  to  61. 

Prices  of  clothing,  house  furnishings,  and  m:.i  scellaneous  goods  and  services  are 
obtained  in  34  large  cities  in  March, ""June ,  September^  and  December.  J11  intervening 
months,  prices  are  collected  in  21  of  the  34  cities  for  a  shorter  list  of  goods  and 
services • 

Rents  are  now  surveyed  semiannually  in  most  of  the  34  cities  (in  March  and 
September,  or  in  June  and  December) .  In  computing  the  all  items  indexes  for 
individual  cities  and  the  rent  index  for  the  average  of  large  cities,  because  of 
the  general  stability  of  average  rents  at  the  present  time,  the  indexes  are  held 
constant  in  cities  not  surveyed  during  the  current  quarter. 

Prices  for  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  are  collected  monthly  in  34  large  cities. 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS  1  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  .MODERATE- IN COME 
FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANCES 


FAMILIES 

GROUPS 


Sept, 

Aug. 

Sept. 

May 

May 

Jan. 

Aug. 

1945 

1945 

1944 

1943  

.1942 

1941 

1939 

"Hold 

Month 

Group  This 

Last 

Year 

the 

GMPR 

"Little 

Before 

Month 

Month 

Ago 

Line" 

X 

<> 

Steel" 

War  in 

-x- 

\/ 

*>r 

Europe 

Indexes .  1935-39  =  10C.0 


ALL  ITEMS 

123.9 

129. 3P- 

126.5 

125.1 

116,0 

100.3 

93.6 

Food 

139.4 

140.9 

137.0 

143.0 

121.6 

97.6 

93.5 

Clothing 

143.2 

146. 4R 

127.9 

126.2 

101.2 

100.3 

Rent 

103.3 

-- 

103.2 

108.0 

109.9 

105.0 

104.3 

Fuel,  electricity  & 

ice 

110.7 

111.4 

109.3 

107.6 

104.9 

100.3 

97.5 

Gas  &  electricity 

95.2 

95.2 

95.3 

96.1 

96.6 

97, 5 

99.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

125.7 

127.2 

123.4 

113.7 

112.9 

TO/  0 

96.3 

Hous  ef urnis Rings 

14l>,3 

146 • OR 

140.7 

125.1 

122.2 

100.2 

100.6 

Miscellaneous 

124.6 

124. 5R 

122.4 

115.3 

110.9 

101.3 

100.4 

* 

Percent  Chance 

to  Sen R 

'{fiber  1945 

ALL  ITEMS 

-0.3 

1.9 

3.0 

11.1 

27.9 

30.7 

Food 

mm  mm 

-1.1 

1.3 

-  -2.5 

14.6 

1  O 

Aj^A  *  O 

49.1 

Clothing 

-- 

1.2 

4.3 

15.9 

17  / 

46.4 

47.3 

Rent 

— 

— 

0.1 

0.3 

-1  5 

3.1 

3.3 

Fuel,  electricity  & 

ice 

— 

-0.6 

0,3 

2.9 

5.5 

9.3 

13.5 

Gas  &  electricity 

mm  mm 

0 

-0.6 

-0.9 

-1.4 

-2.4 

-3.3 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

— 

-1.2 

1.9 

5.9 

11.3 

20.9 

30.5 

Hous  e  f urnis Rings 

— 

0.5 

4.3 

17.3 

20.1 

46.5 

45.9 

Miscellaneous 

0.1 

1.3 

3,1 

12,4 

22.4 

24.1 

*  See  general  oxplana- 

tion 

of  tables  on  pa 

.ge  2. 

R  Revised 
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TABLE  2  -  CONSUMERS ’  PRICE  INDEX- FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  SEPTEMBER  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


•  • 

.City 

Sept. 

1945 

Sept. 
.1944  . 

May 

1943 

May 

.1942  , 

Jan . 

.  1.941  . 

Aug. 
1949-  . 

Last 

Month 

r  ryT- 

. Year . 

Ago 

"Hold 

the 

Line"* 

GMPR 

-x- 

"Little 

Steel" 

* 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

AVERAGE 

-0.3 

1.9 

3.0 

11.1 

27. 9 

30.7 

Atlanta ,  Ga . 

3.5 

5.3 

h.6 

31.8 

34.2 

■Baltimore,  Md. 

♦  -0.2- 

3.6 

3.2 

1]  .9 

31.4 

34.0 

'Birmingham,  Ala. 

-0.7 

2.3 

5.7 

12.0 

30.9 

35.0 

•Boston,  Mass. 

-0.9- 

1 . 1 

1.9 

9.9 

25.7 

23.3 

■Buffalo,  -N.  Y,  •• 

■  -0.7 

1:1 

0.2 

/ 

0. 0 

26.1  . 

30.5 

■Chicago,  Ill, 

-0.3 

1 . 1 

2.4 

9.4 

2,6.0  • 

29.2 

•  Cincinnati ,  Ohi o - 

-0.3- 

2.1 

4.1 

11.2 

29.4 

32.5 

•Cleveland,  Ohio  ■ 

-0.5  • 

0.8 

2.7 

10.6 

28.8 

31.4 

‘Denver,  Colo. 

-0.9  • 

1.4 

1 . 8 

9.5 

26.6 

23.4 

Detroit,  Mich. 

-0.3 

2.7 

■  2.7 

10.1 

29.5 

32.3 

Houston,  Tex. 

0.2 

r« 

t*>*  • 

2 . 6 

9.8 

25.1 

26.7 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

— 

1.5 

0  0 

0 . ( 

27.0 

32.1 

’Jacksonville,  Fla. 

3.1 

6.3 

15.9 

35.6 

4O.3 

♦Kansas  City,  Mo.  • 

-0.5- 

2.2" 

3.7 

11 . 3 

29.1 

28.8 

♦Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

0.8 

3.1 

4.9 

11.8 

28.8 

31.3 

♦Manchester,  N.  H. 

--  ‘ 

0.8 

1.5 

9 . 3 

0  r  *7 

32.9 

•Memphis, *Tenn. 

mm  mm 

1.1 

3.1 

12.5 

31.9 

34.6 

'Milwaukee,  Win.  ♦ 

--  * 

1.9 

2  ? 

10.6 

27.6 

30.5 

Minneap oli s ,  Minn . 

0.2- 

2.0 

2.7 

7.9 

22 . 9 

25.5 

Mobile,  Ala.- 

•m  mm 

0.9 

2.3 

■  1C.-0 

30.1  •• 

9 

New  Orleans,  La. 

— 

1.8 

3.5 

13.7 

go  9 

34 . 3 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

-0.4* 

1.9 

4.3 

‘14.3 

0  a  0 

ilh . 

30.8 

Norfolk,  Va, 

— 

1.9 

0.9 

11.2 

Q9  Q 

36.1 

Phi la de 1 phi a ,  Pa . 

-0.3 

2.0 

2. .  0 

11.6 

29.0 

30.9 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

-0.2 

1.6 

4. .  0 

12.2 

28.4 

32.0 

Portland,  Maine 

-- 

0.2 

1 . 0 

8.4, 

97  /. 

29.2 

F  ortland ,  Greg . 

-- 

2.7 

3.3 

11.2 

00  4 

-  .  •  9 

35.2 

Richmond,  Va. 

•M 

2.4 

2.4 

9.9 

26.7 

28.8 

St.  Louis,  Ho. 

-0.5 

1.3 

2.3 

9.7 

25.5 

29.-3 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

0.1 

2.1 

3.5 

12.8 

30.3 

33.5 

Savannah,  Ga. 

0 

2.4 

/  Q 

14.4 

36.4 

39 . 3 

Scranton,  Pa, 

•• 

1.5 

1.4 

11.8 

27,9 

32.2 

Seattle,  "'ash. 

-O.4 

1.9 

2  a 

K- 

9.2 

29.7 

32.  C 

Washington,  D.  C. 

0  2 

3.4 

/  / 

M- »  4 

12.6 

29.2 

30.9 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page,  2, 


September 


.  TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  NOR  URGE  CITIES* 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS ,  BY  CITIES, 

JULY,  AUGUST  AND  SEPTEMBER,  1945 

■(Note:  Some  indexes  for  July  and  August  r  avis ad) 


n  •  j--r 
^ .  ul  uy 

•r 

All 

Items 

Food 

- -  n 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

' 

Ren  t 

Fuel, 
Elec?  tric¬ 
ity  &  Ice 

Hause- 
fu.rn  is  h  - 

•1  V-  ;*r‘ 

JL.4  1 

•  liscol- 
l.-neous 

AVERAGE 

- 

: 

July 

129.4 

141.  ,7 

145.43 

* 

111.2 

145.6 

124.3 

August 

% 

129  .-3 

140  .,9 

UK 4 

mm  mm 

111.4 

I46.O 

.174. 5 

September v 

i 

120 

139.4 

148. ,2 

108.3 

110.7 

146.0 

124.6 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

» 

* 

.  -- 

July 

«•  *• 

142.1 

— 

mm  mm 

. 

115.3 

— 

-- 

Augus  t 

14-2.1 

.r 

115.3 

— 

— 

September  .. 

131.5 

141.5 

142.6 

106.0 

11,5.4 

1 L 6  1 

134.3 

Baltimore,  Md, 

■ 

r 

123.6 

July 

133. -0 

150.  .4 

151.7 

-- 

111,8 

151.9 

Augus t  , 

132  r6 

149.,  1 

152.5 

— 

111.7 

152.3 

173.6 

September  , 

;  • 

132.3 

140.  J 

155.J 

106.6 

111.3 

145.7 

123..  5 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

1 

»  .  r 

July 

.» 

133.5 

14629- 

mm  mm~  • 

107.5 

139.4 

127.1 

•August 

133.9 

147.-5- 

142.6 

107.5 

139.0 

127.3 

September 

V  . 

133  rO 

144.  X 

145.  JO 

mm  mm 

(  . 

107.5 

140.3 

127.4 

Boston,  Mass. 

•  • 

».  - 

4 

July 

125.3 

136.0- 

143.3 

- - 

12X.S 

H5.3 

110.4 

Augus  t 

. 

i  or  H 
-h  ^  J 

135.-7- 

143.6 

- - 

1  00  0 

145.6 

119.1 

September  . 

- 

124.6 

133.4 

146.4 

105.3- 

116.0 

I46.6 

119.2 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

\ 

'  July 

* 

129.YL 

1  OO  o 

#  *4 

145.1 

*"*  *V  ■ 

■  *  106.0 

045.5 

125.7 

Augus  t '/ 

9s 

129.4 

130.4 

146.1 

107.4 

145.4 

.126,2 

September  * 

120.-5 

135.3 

147.0 

-* 

107.4 

1 

14-6.1  . 

126.0 

Chicago,  Ill. 

July  ■ 

120.4 

140.7 

140.3 

9 

.106,4 

137.2 

122.3 

Augus  t, 

•A 

127.9- 

139.2 

140.3 

mm  mm 

* 

106.6 

137.3 

1  ae  / 

September  t 

•*  ' 

1,27.44 

137.J 

142.9 

9  ' 

106. 5 

132.5 

122,4 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

* 

t 

V  '  t 

July 

129r5~ 

140.-0. 

14?. .6 

— ... 

i  107.4 

144.1 

125.0 

August 

«/ 

129.3 

140*0* 

HO.J 

•m  mm  , 

!  107.0 

144.2 

125.1 

Soptombor  „ 

i 

120.9 

130,  J 

•  149.3 

105.3 

1  . 

;  107. 0 

144.2 

125.7 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

' 

f 

r 

■ 

July 

:‘r 

132.-2 

145.-3- 

145.6 

r  «• 

113.6 

146.4 

122.9 

Augus  t 

•* 

132,-1 

145  •‘b 

145.3 

— 

113.7 

146. 1 

.123.0 

September  „ 

i  ,.'4* 

131.4  ' 

14-2.7 

14  7.3 

115.5 

113.8 

146. 5 . 

123.3 

*  See  General  Elimination  of  Tables  on  Page  2. 
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TABLE  3  (continued)  -  COUSueEIS »  PRICE’ INDEX  FOR  URGE  CITIES* 

Ii-iD: XLA  BY  GROUPS ,  BY  CITIES, 

JULY ,  AUGUST  ni'D  SEPTEMBER,  1945 


(Note:  Gome  indexes  for  July  ^ud  August  revised) 

(19J5-39  -  100.0) _ _ _ ______ 

n.  ^ 
j.  OU  J. 


. . r 


i  All 

I  tome 


Denver,  Cole, 
July 

Au  pus 

S entomb sr  . 


Detroit,  mien, 

July 
Angus t 

September  . 

Houston,  Pox, 

T-,  1 1  ,r 

v  a.lj' 

ilU  -IIS  '*j 

Scoter  ;.bcr 

i. 

Indianapolis ,  Jnd, 
July 
A  uy  is  t 
September 

Ja cks  onvillo ,  Fla, 
July 
■  August 
September 

Kansas  City,  Lio, 
July 
A  ugur  t 
September 

Los  *lngeloa ,  Calif, 
July 
Angus t 
Soptombor  t. 

Man  cho  s  to  r ,  N. .  U. 
July 

August  ,  , 

September  _ 

Memphis ,  Ten n, 

.July 
August 
September  # 


1  '3,0  K 

x*  •  v” 

i  30  3 
1  -6  i 


Fuop , 


eosb- 


Eont 


i  n  -r 


136,2- 

i  ‘-A  '7 

1  vP  a 

Jju.p 


130.3 

131,2 

130.3 


127.5 
127,4 

127.6 


133.3  I  146.1 

147.2 

143.7 


1  ^7  / 
-i-3  -i.v 


141.6 
141.2 
}  140.5 


90  P 

^  /  a  y 


,0 


137.7 
136.0 


140.3 

140.4 

»  -»  o 

X~t  v  .‘.  • 


.3-3.3  j 


127.4 

127,6. 

127.0 


152.4  i  ~  |  ~ 
152.0  i  —  i  — 
151.9  j  143.0  113.5 


135.0  146.4 
135.4  147.3 
132,3  147,6 


145 .2 


I30.O 


1  )  7 

-A  1  .  <•  • 


139./;. 
136.4 
134.  .9 


o  1  /.  3  0 


150*9 


146,. 


15CU3 


House- 


Eloctric-  Turn  is  h- 


..sc 


109.2 


"i  fV  7  ■ 

Ivy  /,  <->  < 


/o  r> 


115.4  j 


104.4 
105. 1 
105.1 


.  113.9 
114.7 
114.6 


113.4 

113.6 

113.6 


114.0 

"I  T  > 

j-.ec.  j 


117. 


u 


113.0 


•1 1  o 


112.6 


09 


-) 


09  r 


Ci 

1  90  1 

i—  /  .  -u 

1  e?  * 


106,6 
LOo,  6 
106.,  6 


1  be 


.7 


156,2 


,.x 


Ja 


b'-r# 


145, 


.143,; 


i  -0  4 


134.3 
134.1 

140.4 


142. 3 

143.1 


1  /  O  ! 
■-S'  y  .  O 


1/9  A 


Hie  eel- 
laneoug 


124.5 
124. 5 
124.4 


130.1 

131.1 

13.1.1 


124. 1 

124. 1 
125. 5 


123,7 


139.6 


126.7 

126,6 

126.7 


127,9 

127,9 

.123,2 


122.1 


120,2 


*  See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  Page  2.- 
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TABLE  3  (continued)  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES- 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES , 

JULY ,  AUGUST  AND  SEPTEMBER,  1945 

(Note:  Some  indexes  for  July  and  August  revised) 


( .IC35~ 3^  z  100.0) 


City 

All 

Food 

r\  -  _  I  , 

O  ,lo  v j -  i-* 

Rent 

Fuel, 

Electric- 

Nouse- 

furnish- 

Mis cel- 

I  terns 

ing 

ity  Y  Ice 

p  'gr* 

J.iA  4*  ,i 

lane  ous 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 

July 

— 

140,6 

-- 

-- 

110.9 

-- 

Aligns  t  .  j 

— 

139.4 

— 

-- 

■  '  111,5 

«... 

September 

126.6 

137.3 

3.40.4 

111.5 

145.0 

120.1 

Minneapolis ,  I'1  inn  . 

July 

125.0 

133.7 

141.5 

-- 

103.3 

1.39.4 

123.1 

Angus  t 

124.9 

133.2 

141.2 

— 

104.2 

139.3 

123.2 

September 

125.1 

132.6 

143.6. 

110.3 

104.0 

143.0 

1  pp  p 

Mobile,  Ala, 

* 

' 

J  uly 

-- 

151.1 

mm  mm 

— 

103.7 

• 

— 

Augus  t 

— 

152 .3 

-  - 

— 

103.5 

September 

130,6 

143.9. 

139.0 

— 

103.6 

1  g'7  1 

120.0 

New  Orleans ,  la. 

July 

— 

157.6 

— 

— 

103.0  . 

— 

— 

Aiiyas  t 

— 

156.5 

— 

— 

103.0 

Se.r-tomber 

•*  L  •  ' 

134.4- 

155.7 

•;  / i  p 

— 

102.9 

137.5 

121.7 

New  York,  N.  I. 

’* 

July 

130.6 

143.3 

152.2 

mm  mm 

115.4 

135.8 

120.9 

A ague t 

130.0-  • 

141.7. 

15.3.9. 

— 

115.5 

136.6 

126.9 

September 

129. 5 

139.7. 

154.9 

— 

114.9 

1  cr'  p 

1  P7  1 

"  ■  t  -U 

Norfolk,  Va, 

* 

July 

— 

145.3 

-- 

v  120,4 

Augus  t 

— 

1.4.6. 1 

120.5 

— 

September 

133.1 

144.1 

*1  '  /  *1 
•  *-•  -4'  •  •  -*-  * 

--  ■ 

120.5 

145.2 

133.7 

Philadelphia,  Fa, 

* 

July 

128.4 

139.2 

i<u.o  .  o 

mm  mm 

113.2 

14b  .4 

121.2 

Augus  t 

128.  4 

133.9 

']  /  r’t  t 

l.-W  f  O  H-  . 

-- 

113.3 

1/4.2 

121.2 

September 

120.0 

137.6 . 

n  )  rS  o 
»  •  Cj  .  • ) 

106.9, 

113.5 

146.1 

120.7 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

July 

130.7 

142.4 

165.3 

— 

111.0 

142. 8 

119.9 

Augus  t 

130.2 

141.3 

164.3. 

_ 

112,1 

*1  f  O  '9 
.L/-j  ,9  # 

120. 1 

September 

129.9 

139.6 

160.7, 

■j  i  p  ,e 

I  3.  c  #  O 

l 

119.8 

Portland ,  Maine 

- 

July 

— 

136.4 

119.3 

— 

August 

-- 

135.7 

- 

119. 7 

— 

-- 

September 

125.5 

1  133.1 

146.6 

— 

113.5 

i/i  6 

a.*-, —  o 

122.0 

■A* 


See 


General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  Page  2, 
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TABLE  3  (continued)  -  COILS  MELS ' 

INDEXES  BY  GROUP! 
JULY, 


rru.CE 


INDEX  FOR  LARGS 


BY  CITIES, 


iryri  ri 
O 


Tr',Tl/T^  •?  w 

Tx-i.U  , 


(Note:  Some  indexes  for  July  and  August  revised) 


V.  J.7O0-, 

n7. - **., 

Cloth- 

LEA 

Fuel, 

House- 

City 

AIL 

Food 

Rent 

Electric-? 

furnish- 

Mis cel- 

Items 

ing 

ity  &  Ice 

in  *33 

lanecus 

Portland,  Oreg, 

- 

K 

July 

—  — 

152.5 

mm  mm 

tmm 

120.7 

BOmrn 

mm  mm 

Augus  t 

— 

150.9 

mm  mm 

mm  mm 

120.6 

mm  mm 

mm  mm 

September 

135.3 

149.3 

143 . 1 

— 

120. 5 

146.1 

130.3 

Richmond ,  Va, 

, 

July 

-- 

137.5 

— 

>m  mm 

*  109.8 

mm  mm 

Augus  t 

mm  mm 

138.3 

mm  mm 

-- 

*  109.9 

— 

rnmmm 

September 

126.2 

133.5 

144.6' 

104.2 

109.9 

147.3 

119.0 

St.  Louis,  do. 

t 

July 

127.0 

142.9 

141.0 

-- 

107.9 
■  108.0 

127.2 

119.9 

Augus  t 

127.5 

144. 0 

141.5 

mm  mm 

127.4 

120.0 

September 

126.8 

141.4 

144.3 

105.8 

108.3 

127.9 

120.0 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

* 

July 

133.6 

150.1 

143.1- 

92.9 

132.1 

133.1 

,  August 

1  30  K 

147.1 

143.1 • 

__ 

92.9 

131.9 

133.1 

September 

132,6 

147.3 

143 . 6 

106.4 

92.9 

131.6 

„ 133 . 1 

Savannah,  Ga. 

July 

137.7  ' 

156.3’ 

1-54.6 ' 

■  m  mm  * 

113.1 

156.2 

129.7 

Augus  t 

133. 3 

157.5 

145.4- 

* 

mm  mrn 

113.1 

157.6 

130.0 

September 

138.3 

157.2 

145.8 

•mm 

1,13.1 

157.3 

130.5 

Scranton,  Pa. 

• 

- 

* 

July 

-■- 

142.6 

— 

—  — 

117.6 

mm  mm 

Mi 

Augus  t 

— 

141.3* 

4 

—  —  - 

117.9 

mm  mm 

mm  mm 

September. 

126.9 

139.3 

149. 5 

— 

117.9 

143.7 

115.7 

Seattle,  Nash. 

• 

■  ► 

4  . 

July 

132.7 

145.7- 

145.4" 

mm  mm  r 

104.9 

145.5 

132.7 

Augus  t  ; 

132.9 

145.8- 

h6.o- 

-- 

104.9 

145.6 

132.7 

September 

132.4 

144.2 

146.7 

111.8 

104.7 

143.9 

152.6 

r 

Washington,  D.  C. 

:  :  •  •> 

, 

1 

j 

July 

123.9 

142. 2 v 

156.7' 

-- 

111.8 

140.9 

128.7 

Augus  t 

128.9 

141.7' 

157.0* 

—  ’■ 

112.1 

141.3 

128.9 

September 

129.1 

_ i 

141. 5  1 

i 

159.6 

— 

111.1 

» 

1  )  O  f) 

128.9 

*  See  General  Explanation  of  Tables ■ on  -Pa  •o  2.’ 

J •  .J  “  ¥ 


TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGS  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
*.•  .  FROM  AUGUST- 1945  TO'  SEPTEMBER  1945 


Pago  9 
So pi.  1945 


City 

All 

I  terns 

Food 

"T 

Clothing 

Fuel, 
Electric- 
itv  &  Ice 

— r 

House- 
furnish- 
ings _ i 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

AVERAGE 

-0.3 

-1.1 

1.2 

-0. 6 

i 

1 

0.5 

0.1 

* 

Atlanta,  Ga, 

-0.4 

**  — 

0.1 

_ 

mm  mm 

'Baltimore,  Md. 

-0.2 

-0.7 

1.7 

-0.4 

-4.3 

-0.1 

Birmingham,  Ala, 

-0.7  . 

-2.3 

1.7 

'  0 

0.4  * 

0.1 

Boston,  Mass, 

-0.9 

-1.7 

1.9 

-4.4 

0.7- 

0.1 

Buffalo,  N,  Y, 

-0.7 

-2.2 

0.6 

0 

0.5 

0.5 

Chicago,  Ill, 

-0.3 

-1.2 

.1.9 

—0, 1 

0.9 1 

o  ; 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

-0.3 

-1.3 

0, 4 

0 

0  / 

0.5 

Clo vol a nd ,  Ohi o 

-0.5 

-2.0 

'1.4 

0.1 

0.3 

C.2 

Denver,  Colo, 

-0.9 

-2.3 

0.1 

0 

0.1- 

-0.1 

Detroit,  Mich. 

-0.3 

-1.2 

-  1.0 

-0.1 

•  -0. 3 

0 

Houston,  Tex. 

0.'2 

r.  c 
—  L- .  J 

0.6 

0 

0.8 

1.1 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

-- 

-1.2 

-- 

0 

.  -  - 

M  mm 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

-0.1 

—  — 

.  3.3 

mm  mm 

Kansas  City,- Mo. 

-0.5 

-1.9 

0.2 

0.1 

4.7 

0.1 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.  •  ' 

0.8 

0.9 

2.2 

.  0 

0.2- 

0.2 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

-- 

-1.1 

•* 

-5.1 

mm  mm 

mm 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

— 

-1.9 

— 

0 

mm 

-- 

Milwaukee ,  Wis . 

mm 

-1.1 

•—  mm 

0 

.  mm 

mm  mm 

1 

Minneapolis,  Minn*. 

0.2 

-0.5 

1.7  ; 

-0.2  . 

2 . 9 

0.1 

Mobile,  Ala. 

— 

-2,2 

0.1 

***  «* 

— «- 

New  Orleans,  La. 

— 

-0.5 

— 

-0.1 

— 

— 

New  York,  N.  Y, 

-0.4 

-1 .4 

0.6 

-0 . 5 

1.2 

0.2 

Norfolk,  Va. 

—1 . 4 

— 

0 

— 

-- 

Philadelphia ,  Pa , 

-0.3 

.  -0.9. 

1.0 

0.2 

1.3' 

-0.4 

Pittsburgh, . Pa. 

-0.2 

o 

2.4 

0.1 

-0.3- 

-0.2  • 

Portland,  Maine 

mm  mm 

-1  o 

— 

.-5.2 

— 

-- 

Portland ,  Ore g . 

•*  1 , 3. 

-- 

-0.1 

— 

— 

Richmond,  Va. 

— 

0.1 

M  •— 

.  o 

— 

— 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

-0.5 

-1 . 8 

2.0 

0.3 

0.4 

0 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

0.1 

0.1 

i 

0.3 

.  0 

-0.2 

0 

Savannah,  Ga, 

0 

-0.2 

0.2 

0 

-C .  2 

0,4 

Scranton,  Pa..  •- 

— 

-3  .4 

"m  •“ 

0 

— 

— 

Seattle,  Hash, 

-0.4" 

-1.1' 

0.5 

-0.2  . 

-1,2 

-o.l- 

Washington,  D.  C. 

!  0.2 

! 

-0".  1 

r  ''  \ 

1.7 

-0. 9 

0.5 

0 

J . 

*  Soo  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 


Pago  10 
Sept.  1945 


TABLE  4A  -  CONSUMERS '  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  JURE  1945  TO  SEPTEMBER  1945 


City 

All 

Items 

Pood 

- r 

1 

i 

Clothing! 

! 

1 

j 

Rent 

! 

Fuel , 
Electric¬ 
ity  &  Ice 

| 

•  i 

House-  i 

furni sh¬ 
ines 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

AVERAGE 

-  •  ' 

-0.1 

-1.2 

1 

1.9 

0.0 

0.6 

Q.5 

i 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

i/  i.i 

2/0.6 

0.3 

l/o.l 

0.1 

0.6 

2.7 

Baltimore,  Md. 

-0.5 

-2.2 

3.5 

2/c.i 

2.3 

-4.3 

0 

Bi rmingham ,  Ala . 

0.6 

0.3 

2.3 

0 

0.6 

0.6 

Boston,  Mass. 

-0.7 

-2.5 

2.6 

0 

-2.7  . 

1.2 

1.4 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

-0.7 

-3.5 

1.5 

— 

p  a 

3.3 

0.9 

Chicago,  Ill. 

-0.5 

-1.9 

2.1 

— 

0.6 

-0.2  . 

0.1 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

-0.4 

-1.7 

1.2 

2/0.1 

0.4 

’  0.3 

0.6 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

-0.7 

-2.5 

1.2 

0.1 

0.2 

0.4 

0.4 

Denver,  Colo.. 

—1 . 4 

-4.2 

0.7 

-- 

0.7 

2.3 

0.2 

Detroit,  Mich. 

0 

-1.7 

3.3 

-  — 

1.1 

0.1 

0.9 

Houston,  Tex. 

0.7 

0.7 

0 . 4 

y-0.2 

0 

0.3 

1.4 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

0 

-l'.O 

0.9 

-- 

0.2 

0.1 

1.0 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

1.9 

3.0 

0.7 

0.1 

3.3 

0.3 

1.7 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

-0.1 

-1.2 

1.2 

- — 

0.6. 

.  3.6 

0 

Los  Angelos,  Calif. 

1.1 

1.7 

3.0 

-- 

0 

-1.3 

0.5 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

-1.0 

-1.3 

1.7 

2/  0 

-4.2' 

0.3 

-0.4 

Memphis,  To  mi. 

-0*3 

-1.1 

0.7 

7-0.3 

0.3  • 

.  2.1 

0 

Milwaukee,  Mis. 

-0.3. 

-2.3 

3.3 

— 

1.4 

1.0 

0.1 

Mi nr  eapoli s ,  M i nn . 

0.4 

-0.3 

1.3 

2/o.i 

1.0 

3.5 

0.2 

Mobile,  Ala.  ' 

1.0 

2.1 

0.3 

— 

-0.1 

0 

0.2 

New  Orleans,  La, 

1.5 

2  a 

1.9 

2.7 

.4/6.2 

-0.1 

New  York,  ft.  Y. 

-0.2 

-1.7 

2.2 

_ 

0.9  . 

2.1 

0.4 

Norfolk,  Va. 

0.6 

*  0.5 

0.2 

— 

0.2 

.  0.5 

1.7 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

►  m 

0.2 

-0.9 

2.3 

2/  o 

3.7 

•1.3 

-0.3 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

-0.5 

-1.1 

1.2 

0.3 

-3.4 

-0.2 

P  ort 1 and ,  Ma ino 

-0.9 

-1.6 

0.7 

— 

-4.0 

0.3 

-0.4 

Portland,  Or eg* 

'■  -0.1 

o  n 

vj  •  t 

0.4 

0.2 

0 

0.3 

Richmond,  Va. 

0.8 

-  o 

1  ,  u 

0.1 

2/  0.2 

0.3  . 

1.3 

0.1 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

-0.5 

-1,6 

2.3 

3/- 0.3- 

0.5 

0.7 

C.l 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

-0.1 

-0.1 

■o.i 

2/c.i 

0.1 

0.2 

0 

Savannah,  Ga. 

1.4 

2.7 

0.9 

0.1 

0.6 

0.6 

Scranton,  Pa. 

-l.C 

O  S 

-3.o 

1.1 

6.2 

.  1.4 

C.l 

Seattle,  "Tash. 

0.3 

'  0.1  .. 

•0.7 

2/0.6 

_ 

-0.2 

— --- .  C 

0.3 

Washington,  D,'  C. 

% 

0.5 

-0.1 

•2.-1 

i 

- p-L  -  - 

1.4 

• 

f 

0.9 

[ 

— 

0.4 

*  Soo  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page- 2* 
1/  Juno  1945  index  re vised:  130.1. 

2/  Juno  1945  index  revised:  140.6,! 

2. /  Change  from  March  1945. 

4/  Change  from  Dec.  15,  1944. 


TABLE  5  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IE  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED* 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


F  .go 


n 

Sept.  1045 


•j 

S opt. 18 

Aug.  14 

Sept. 12 

May  18 

.May  12!  Jan.  14 

Aug. 15 

_ 

La  s  t 

1944 

194.3 

.  124L. 

1941 

1939 

Group 

This  ~ 

Year 

"Hold 

"Little 

Month 

Month 

Month 

Ago 

the  ■ 

CM  PR  ! 

Steel" 

Before 

■  i 

1/ 

Line"* 

-x- 

-X-  2/ 

War  in 

? 

■Europe 

Indexes.  1935- 

•39  =  100. 

0 

ALL  FOODS 

139.4 

140.9 

137.0 

143.0 

121.6 

97.3 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

109.1 

109.1 

108.6 

107.6 

105.2 

94.9 

93.4 

Meats 

131.6 

131.3 

129.0 

138.3 

124.3 

101,1 

95.7 

Beef  &  veal 

118.4 

118.5 

118.3 

131.2 

124.1 

109.4 

99.6 

Pork 

112.6 

112.6 

112.2 

125.5 

123.2 

86.1 

88.0 

Lamb 

136.4 

136.4 

134.6 

141.6 

118.2 

93.7 

98.8 

Chickens 

155.9 

157.3 

149.3 

147.6 

113.4 

97.2 

94.6 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

219.8 

217.8 

200.4 

200.5 

150.  Q 

118.7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

133.4 

133.4 

133.6 

136.9 

123.3 

105.1 

93.1 

Eggs 

133.9 

171.4 

168.0 

142.1 

U'5.4 

97.4 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

172.5 

183.5 

169.9 

190.8 

123.7 

93.3 

92.4 

Fresh 

122.3 

196.2 

179.4 

205.8 

130.0 

93.4 

92.8 

Canned 

130.4 

130.3 

129.4 

131.1 

122.7 

91.4 

91.6 

Dried 

168.8 

168.6 

165.3 

158.0 

131.2 

99.6 

90.3 

Beverages 

124.7 

124.7 

124.3 

124.5 

124.6 

90.9 

94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

1  9  /  1 

124. 0  • 

123.0 

126.3 

122.4 

80.3 

84.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

126.5 

126.6 

126.3 

127.6 

127..  1 

95.3 

95 . 6 

• 

Percent  Chancre  to  Sent. 

18,  1945 

ALL  FOODS 

-1.1 

1.8 

-  2.5 

14.6 

42.5 

49.1 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

— 

0 

0.5 

1 . 4 

3.7 

15.0 

16.8 

Meats 

— 

-0.2 

2.0 

-  4.8 

5.9 

36.2 

37.5 

Beef  &  veal 

-- 

-0.1 

0.1 

-  9.8 

-  4.6 

8.2 

13.9 

Pork 

—  — 

0 

0.-4 

-10.3 

-  8.6 

30.8 

28.0 

Lamb 

— 

0 

1.3 

-  3.7 

15.4 

38.2 

33.1 

Chickens 

'  -0.9 

4*4- 

5.6  - 

37.5 

60.4 

64.8 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

-- 

0.9 

9.7 

9.6 

45.7 

85.2 

120.7 

Dairy  products 

-- 

0 

-  -0.1 

-  2.6 

8.2 

26.9 

43.3 

Eggs 

— 

■  7.3 

9.5 

29.4 

.  59.4 

88.8 

102.8 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

— 

-6.C 

1.5 

-  9.6 

34.0 

84.9 

86.7 

Fresh 

-7.1 

1 . 6 

-11.4 

40. 2 

.  95.2 

96.4 

Canned 

0.1 

0.8 

-  0.5 

6.3 

42.7 

42.4 

Dried 

-- 

0.1 

2.1 

6.8 

28.7 

69.5 

36.9 

Beverages 

-- 

0 

0.3 

0.2 

0.1 

37.2 

3I  •  4 

Fats  &  oils 

rm  mm 

0.1 

0.9 

-  1.7 

1,4 

.  54.5 

46.9 

Sugar  &  sweets 

mm  mm 

-0.1 

0.2 

-  0.9 

r  0.5 

.  32.7 

32.3 

1/ 

2/ 


See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 

Preliminary.  ^ 

Tho  "Little  Stool0  wage  formula  applies  to  Jan.  1,.  1941. 
nearest  dato  for  which  data  on  .retail  prices  of  individual 


Jan.  14,  1941  is  tho 
foods  have  boon 


computed. 


i 


Pago  12 

Sopt.  1945 


TABLE 


6  -  RETAIL  FOOD 
PERCEPT  CHANGES 
A'CG.  14)  1945 


PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
BY  GROUPS  OF  FOODS 
TO  SEPT.  IS,  1945 


City  | 

•All  , 

Cereals | 
and 

.u^w-uvnn  .  ~r  . 

(Dairy 
Meats  (Prod- 

4 

Eggs 

Fruits 

and 

Rev-  ! 
or 

Fats'  i 
a  nd 

Sugar 

and 

.t  ooasj 

Bakery 

I 

nets 

• 

.  Mi 

_  ogos  ! Oils 

Sweats 

AVERAGE  | 

0.0 

-0.2 j  0.0 

7.3 

-  6.0 

0.0  j 

0.1 

-0.1 

Atlanta ,  Ga . 

i 

-0.4! 

0.1 

1 

0  | 

0 

.  9.7. 

- .  5.8 

-0.1 

0 

0 

Baltimore,  Md , 

-0.7 

-0.1 

•  0.2  ! 

-0.2 

7.6 

-  4.2 

1.1 

0.2 

0.1 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

-2.3 

1.3 

0.1 

0.1 

3.9 

-12.8 

0 

0 

0 

Boston, *  Mass, 

-1.7 

0 

'  0.2 

0 

5.5 

-  9.0 

0 

0 

0.1 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

-1.0, 

0 

0.4 

-0.1 

7.6 

-  7.1 

0 

0.2 

0 

Buffalo,  N.  Y» 

1 

-2,21 

-0.1 

0.2 

-0.1 

8.9 

-11.3 

0. 6 

0.1 

0.1 

Butte,  Mont. 

-0.71 

0 

-0.5 

•  0 

6.1 

-  3.4 

0 

-0.6 

0 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 

-1.7 

0.1 

-0.5 

-3.7 

-2,7 

-  2.3 

o  i 
o  ! 

j 

-0.1 

0 

'Chariest on,  S.>  C. 

-0.1 

0 

'  0.8 

-0,1 

7.0 

-  3.6 

0 

0 

Chicago,  Ill, 

i  'D 

-  0 , 4 

-0, 6 

0 

7.1 

-  5.4 

0.1 

-0.1 

— 0 . 1 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

! 

0 

-0.2 

0 

8.5 

-  5.6 

0.1 

0 

-0.2 

.  'Cleveland,  Ohio 

-2,0! 

-0.2 

0 

0 

9.5 

-  8.8 

0 

•  0,3 

,  f  *»  *? 

'  -  • 

' C  olumbus ,  Ohi o 

-1.1 1 

-e .  j- 

0 

-0.1 

4. '3 

-  7,4 

0 

0.1 

-C.2 

Dallas,  Texas 

-0.9 

0.1 

-0.0 

0 

5.8 

-  4.9 

0 

0 

0.1 

Denver,  Colo,* 

-2.ri 

9 

-0,0 

0 

6.0 

■ 

-  3.4 

0 

0 

—  09  Jl. 

a 

'  Detroit,  Mich, 

-1.2 

0,2 

0.2 

0.3 

-  n.2 

0 

0,2 

-0,4 

Fall  River,  Mass, 

-1,3 

0 

n  '? 

V.  9  ^ 

4.1 

r'  ^ 

-  o.O 

0 

0.5 

0 

-0.2 

Houston,  Texas 

*.0.5 

0 

!  O  / 

;  %  *4* 

0.6 

8 . 0 

_  !  0 

-0.2 

-0.6 

Indianapolis ,  Ind . 

.  -1.2 

0  ' 

-0.5 

■  0.3 

5.0 

«,  6.9 

0 

0.1 

-0.1 

1  Jackson,  Miss, 

0 

0 

0.1 

-0.1 

9.4 

-  2.7 

0.3 

-0.3 

0 

i 

'  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

.  -0.1 

0.3 

0.3 

•  0 

8.1 

-  r  o 

Q 

0 

-0.2 

'  Kansas  City, -Me. 

-1.9 

0 

1  n  t 

...  0 

_a  o 

-  7.7 

-0.3 

0.2 

-0.2 

Kn oxvillo ,  Tenn , 

0.1 

0,1 

0.3 

0 

7  1 

!  »X 

-  2.3 

0.1 

-0.1 

-0,1 

Li ttl o  Roc 1  • ,  •  Ark . 

-0.8 

0,1 

-0.2 

0 

8.4 

-  5.3 

0.1 

-0.1 

0 

’  Los  Angeles, •  Calif , 

•  !  V 

0,9 

-0.1 

j  .1.1 

'0.1 

8.6 

-  0.3 

0 

0 

0 

*  Louisville,  Ky, 

i  i 

-.1 .  a 

0.1  ' 

! 

1  0.1 

'*  0 

5.9 

-  7.6 

0 

0 

0 

'  Manchester,  N,  H. 

-1.1 

0 

!  -0.4 

-0.1 

5.6 

-  6.7 

-0.2 

-0.1 

0.1 

'  Memphis,  Tenn. 

-1.9 

0.5 

j  0.1 

-0,1 

7.8 

-  9.4 

0.3 

-0.1 

-0.1 

*  Milwaukee,  Mis. 

-3.1 

1  -0.2 

|  0.2 

'-0.1 

10.1 

-  7,2 

-0.1 

-0.4 

0.2 

'  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

-6.5 

-0.1 

!  -0.5 

1 

■'  0 

4.9 

-  3.4 

0 

0 

0 

Mobile,  Ala, 

-2.2 

|  -0.2 

;  -o.i 

'■'••■0,2 

/  Q 

<V*  7 

-11.6 

-0.1 

C.4 

0 

Newark,  N .  J , 

-1.9i  -0.2 

(  -1  0 

-0.2 

r* 

(  t  y 

-  7.9 

0.5 

0.2 

-C.5 

Now  Haven,  Conn, 

j  -1.1 

!  -0.1 

[  -0.1 

0.1 

8.2 

-  6.6 

-0.2 

0.2 

0 

•  Now  Orleans ,  La . 

!  -0.5 

0.1 

i  -0.1 

0 

6.0 

-  3.4 

KrJ 

0 

-0.1 

Nev\r  York,  H ,  Y, 

i  -i.4 

j  0 

1-1.0 

-0.1 

3.4 

«  6 » 0 

0 

o 

-0.2 

1 - 0-1 - J — - 


*  Sec  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page 


TABLE  6  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  UP CE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CjiAUGES  BY  GROUPS  OF  FOODS 
AUG.  14,  1945  TO  SEPT.  IS,  1945 


Fug  c  13 
Sopt,  1945 


City 


Norfolk,  Va, 

Omaha,  N<:  br , 
Pooria,  Til, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

r 

F  ortland ,  Mr. inn 
Portland,  Or  eg. 
Providence,  R,  I. 
Richmond,  Va, 
Rochester,  N.  Y, 

•< 

St.  Louis,  Mo, 

St,  Paul ,  Minn. 


Savannah,  Go, 

Scranton,  Pa. 
Seattle,  Wash, 
Springfield ,  Ill . 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Wichita,  Kan s , 


i 

All  | 
Foods j 

Cereals 

and 

Bakery 

Meats 

i 

Dairy 

Prod¬ 

ucts 

Eggs 

Fruits 

and 

JL>£U-J 

Sev¬ 

er 

aeos 

rn  j, 

s!  Li  i.<  S 

and 

Oils 

- — — 4 

i 

-1.4  | 

i 

-0.1 

1.0 

-0.1 

„  . 

9.6 

-  9.6  1 

-0.2 

0.0 

•(  ' 

-0.5 

0 

-0.2 

C 

-0.4 

-  2.0  j 

0 

0 

-0.2  i 

-0.1 

0.3 

-0.1 

3.4 

-  1.6 

0 

0,5 

-0.9 

-0.1 

-0.2 

-0.1 

3.9 

-  5.9 

-0.1 

0.1 

-1.2 

0.2 

-0.1 

-0.1 

7.5' 

-  6.6 

•  | 

0 

-0.2 

l 

-1.9 

0 

_n  p 

*  *“V 

-0.2 

3.7 

-11 . 5 

0 

0 

-1.1 

0 

-1.1 

-0.2 

7.3 

-  5.1 

-0.2  . 

0 

-1.1 

0.1 

1.0 

-0.1 

7.5 

-  7.2 

0 

0 

.  • 

0.1 

0 

1.2 

0.2 

3.6 

-  4.3 

0  . 

0.1 

r  ■'** 

-2.1 

0 

•  0 

-0.1 

9.0 

-13.2 

-0.2 

0 

-1.3 

-CM 

0.1 

•*-0. 1 

3.7 

-  7.0 

0.2 

0.2 

-0.5- 

f; 

o 

Q 

5.0 

-  4.5 

■0 

-0.3 

ah 

-0.3 

0.1 

-0.3 

0 

\  r\ 

-  3.5 

0 

-0,2 

if. 

0.1 

0 

0.1 

o- 

c>  O 

-  2.2 

-0.1 

0 

, 

-0.2 

0.2 

0.2 

0- 

7 .4 

-  3.0 

0 

0 

-1  •  4 

-0;2 

•  0 

-0,3 

7.5 

-  R.4 

0 

0.2 

•  • 

-1 , 1 

c 

-1.4 

-0.1 

6,6 

-  6.4 

0,3 

0.1 

-1 . 0 

0 

-0, 1 

-C.l 

2.5 

-  4.0 

0 

0.4 

# 

-0*1 

D 

2.6 

-C.l 

9.0 

-  5.1 

0 

0 

* 

-0.7 

O'.  1 

0.2 

-C.l 

-1.4 

-  3.0 

-0.6 

0 

c; 

-1,0 

D  ‘ 

J  0.6 

‘  ~ !  . - . - 

0- 

!  7.6 

-  3.2 

0 

* 

0.1 

t 

and 

Sweet: 


*  See  general  explanation  cf  tables  on  page  2, 
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TABLE  7  -  RETAIL. FOOD  PRICES  XL  LARGE  CITIES* 
'INDEXES’ AND  PERCENT  CHAN GES  TO  SEPTEMBER  18,  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,' BY  CITIES 


City 

j  Inch 

i!  (1933-38 

3X6  S 

)= 100.0) 

Percent  change  to 

Sept.  18,  1965 

from 

ISept.  1 

19145 

.5  Aug.  11 

19*5 

Aug,  m 

!  19*5 

Sept.lc 

19** 

Hay  It 

19*3 

1  Mav  It 

19*2 

1  Jan .  li 

1961 

41  Aug.  I1 1 

'  1939* 

Th'is 
Mon  th 

1/ 

Last 
Non  th 

Last 
Mon  th 

|  '  • 

Yea-r 

Ago 

"Hold 

the 

Line" 

* 

GMPR 

* 

.  "Little 
,  Steel"' 
2/* 

Month 
Before 
War  ir 
Europe 

AVERAGE 

139.it 

160,9 

-1.1 

1.8  ■ 

-2.5 

1 

i 

i 

16.6 

*2.5 

69.1 

Atlanta,  Ga, 

litl  .5 

16-2.1 

-0,6 

2.7 

-1.0 

.17.5 

50.1 

53.0 

Baltimore,  Md. 

11*8.1 

ll*9.1 

-0.7 

5*3 

-2.9 

17*7 

51.3 

56.6 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

II44  •  1 

1*7.5 

-2.3 

2.7 

2.6 

19.6 

50.1 

58.9 

Boston,  Mass. 

133.it. 

135.7 

-1.7 

0.6 

~G  *6 

12,8 

60.1 

62.7 

Bridgeport,  Conn.  * 

136.0  ■ 

137.* 

-1.0 

0.7 

-6.0 

12.1 

*0.9 

.  *5.9 

Buffalo,  N.  Y, 

135.3 

138.* 

-2.2. 

0.6 

-8.5 

8.1 

35.0 

/ 

*3.2 

Butte,  Mont, 

137-7 

138.7 

-0.7 

3.5 

—0  *6 

13*3 

39*5 

*6.3 

Cedar  Rapids,  Ipwa' 3/ 

11(2 .9 

1*5.3 

*1.7 

2.8 

-1.0 

15*3 

*9.0 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

139*5 

139.7 

-0.1 

3.6 

-0.6 

13*2 

*5.5 

*6.7 

Chicago,  Ill. 

137*5. 

139.2 

-1.2. 

O.l  .. 

-2.6 

13*0 

60.0 

69.0 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

138.2 

l60.0 

-1.3 

1.8; 

-0.1 

12.9 

*3.2 

52.9 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

I62.7  - 

16  5  *  6 

-2.0 

-0.1 

-2.5 

'  15.0 

*3 .9. 

52.5 

Columbus',  Ohio  • 

132.5  * 

•  136.0 

-1,1. 

2.1* 

-2.8 

*  ii‘.7 

'61.9 

50.* 

Dallas,  Tex. 

1-37.6 

138  ..9 

-0.9 

3,5  , 

—0  *6  • 

17.8 

1*8 ,6 

50.1 

Denver,  Colo*  ■ 

136.1 

.  139.3 

-2.3 

-0.2 

-5.6* 

'  16.7 

63.6 

66.8 

Detroit,  Mich. 

136.8 

.I38.it 

-1.2 

2.1 

■-6*6  • 

11.8 

61 .0 

51.0 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

132. it 

13*.  1 

-1.3 

0 

-5.8 

9*6 

35.8 

58.8 

Houston,  Tex. 

lUO.5 

1*1.2 

-0.5 

2.2 

-2,2 

11.6 

36.9 

*3.7 

Indianapolis,  Ind, 

136.0 

137.7 

-1.2 

1.3 

~3*o 

8.8 

38.5 

*§.9 

Jackson ,  Mi s s .  3/ 

151.2 

151.2 

0 

0.3 

-1.2 

17.8 

63.6 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

151.9 

152.0 

-o.l 

2.6 

0.3 

19.2 

53.7 

58.6 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

132,8 

135  .* 

-1.9 

1.5 

-3.7 

11.8 

*3.7 

*5.1 

Kn  oxvi 1 1 e ,  T  enn ,  3  / 

160,8 

160,6 

0.1 

1.8 

2.7 

22.7 

65 .6 

Li t t 1 e  Rock,  Ark . 

139.3 

160  G  6 

-0.8 

1.6 

-1.8 

13.1 

*5.7 

68.2 

Los  Angel e s ,  C a  li f , 

167.2 

1*5 .9 

0.9 

6.1 

0.7 

lit  *9 

66 . 6 

55.6 

Louisville,  Ky. 

133.5 

135.0 

-l.l 

1.6 

-5.7 

8,9 

39.8 

*5.0 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

134.9 

136.6 

-l.l 

0.5 

-5.2 

8.8 

39.6 

*2.1 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

16-8,1 

150.9 

-1.9 

1.1 

-1.3 

19.9 

57*2 

65.I 

Milwaukee-,  Wis, 

137.8 

139.* 

-1.1 

1.7 

-2,9 

15.0 

*3.7 

51.3 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

132.6 

133.2 

-0.5 

2.2 

-1.7 

9.7 

33.9 

39.6 

Mobile,  Ala. 

11*8.9 

152.3 

-2.2 

1,6 

-0.7 

17.* 

52.1 

55.9 

Newark,  N.  J. 

16-0.7 

1*3  .I* 

-1.9 

1.6 

-1,2 

l6,6 

62.6 

*7.2 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

135.7 

137.2 

-1.1 

-0.6 

-6.9 

12,5 

61.8 

66.8 

New  Orleans,  La. 

155.7 

156.5 

-0,5 

1.7 

2.1 

20.7 

52.8 

59.5 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

139.7 

1*1.7 

-1.6 

1.7 

- 1 

-2.5 

18  .* ! 

60.6 

*5.8 

For  footnotes,  soo  page  X5* 
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TABLE  7  (Continued)  -  PET  AIL  FOOD  PRICES  I  IT  LARGE  CITIES* 

INDEXES  MT>  PERCENT  CHARGES  TO  SEPTEMBER  13,  ^),r. 

FROM'  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


Indexes 

(1935-39 

=100.0)* 

Percent  cha 

nge  to 

Sept.  18,  1965 

from 

Sept.  IB!  Aug.  11+ 

Aug •  Ih 

Sept. 12 

May  181  May  12 

Jan.  If 

nag .15 

19 65 

iyii5 

1965 

1944 

I  1943 

1942 

1941 

1939 

0 

H- 

$ 

La  st 

r^iiold 

1 

"Little 

Month 

Thi  s 

Last 

Yoar 

the 

! 

Before 

\ 

Month 

1/ 

Month 

Month 

Aigo 

Lino” 

j  GMPR 
* 
i 

Stool" 

2/  * 

War  in 

* 

/ 

Europe 

Norfolk,  Va.  V 

144.1 

1)j6.1 

-1.4 

2.1 

-6.0 

I  16.3 

50.6 

54.0 

Omaha ,  Mohr. 

131.1 

'  131.8 

-0.5  • 

0.9 

-6*9 

9*3 

33.9 

62.0 

Peoria,  Ill. 

II-LG.o 

145 .9 

-0.2 

3.6 

-2.1 

|  12.9 

:  47.1 

55.9 

Phi  1  a Gc  lphi  a  ,  Pa 

137.6 

135.9- 

-0.9 

2.2 

-2.8 

15.2 

66.8 

68.0 

Pi  1 1  sh  ur  gh ,  Pa  «  " . 

•  •> 

139.6 

. 

1);1.3 

1  0 
1-t- 

1.2 

. 

-2.0 

15.0 

42 .4 

50.9 

Portland,  Maine  * 

133a 

135.7 

-1.9 

-0.6 

-5.1 

0  1 

v  »6 

39.7 

88.8 

Portland,  Or eg,  ■ 

149.3 

150.9 

-1.1 

3.1 

-2.8 

!  11.0 

60 .8 

55.6 

Providence,  R.  I. 

lij  0.0 

lil.6 

-1.1 

3.o 

-0.7 

14.7 

l\~)  .4 

69.6 

Richmond,  Vo., 

138.5 

135 .4 

0.1 

3*3 

-2.1 

1)4.6 

47.fi 

50.2 

Rochester,  IT,  Y*  *. 

134.9 

137.3 

-2.1 

* 

0.6 

-3.4 

10.3 

p  5.0 

4.0  •  2 

St.-  Louis,  Mo. 

141.4 

lUj-.O 

-1.3 

1.1 

-2.3 

14.2 

j  0  r 

50.7 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

*131.5 

132.1  -j 

-0.5 

O  R 

.O 

-2 .6 

10. 8 

33*6 

39*6 

Salt.  Lako  City,  Utah 

143 .4 

143.9 

-0.3 

O  O 

C-  %£. 

-0.9 

15.5 

47.1 

51.6 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

147.3 

147.1 

0.1 

2.8 

-0.5 

17.4 

47.9 

57.0 

Savannah,  Gu. 

157.2 

157.5 

-0.2 

2.9 

2.2 

20.6 

5o.6 

62.6 

Scranton,  po. 

139.3 

141.3 

-1.4 

0.9 

-6.1 

. 

la  •  1 

ius.9 

51.2 

Seattle,  ’Hash. 

1)4)4. 2 

145.3 

-1.1 

1.8 

-4.1 

11.0 

42.8 

G2.6 

Springfield,  Ill. 

1)44.7 

1)46.1 

-1.0 

1.3 

-2.6 

13.0 

50.6 

53.8 

W a  sh  in  g ton ,  D .  C . 

1)41.5 

141.7 

-0.1 

4.7 

-0.7 

17.2 

1)4.8 

50.6 

W i chi ta ,  Kan  s •  3/ 

146.7 

169.8 

-0.7 

'  1.2 

-1.3  ! 

15.3 

53.0 

— 

Vf  in  s  t  on  -  S  n  1  om ,  H.  C .  3/ 

'  l)42.0 

143 .4 
_ ‘ 

-1.0 

30 

‘ 

1.6  1 

f 

i 

19.0 

51.5 

0* 

*  See  general  explanations  of  tables  on  page  2-. 

l/  Preliminary, 

2/  The  "Little  Steel”  wage  formula,  applies  to  Jan.  1,  1961  •  Jan.  lij,  196 1  is  the 
nearest  date  for  which  data  on  retail  ‘prices  of  individual  foods  have  boon 

computed, 

3/  June  19 Uo  equals  100, 
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'LIABLE  3  -  RETAIL  FOOD'  PRICES  I?i  LARGS  CITIES* 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  SEPTEMBER  13,  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATluS ,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


— - - - -  "  ■  -.r - 

Percent  change  to  Sent.  13 

~!W? 

rom 

Average 

Aug,. 14 

Sept, 12 

May  1.3 

May  1 12 

Jan , 14 

Aug. 15 

1945 

1944  - 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1939 

Commodity 

Prices 
Sept,  13, 

Last 

Year 

"Hold 

the 

GMPR 

"Li  tile 
Steel" 

'!  /  -K- 

Month 

Before 

‘ 

1945 

Month 

Ago 

Line" 

War  in 

A* 

•X* 

Europe 

(Cents ) 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS: 

Cereals;  . 

79.3 

.  Flour,  .wheat  10 

lb. 

6-4.2  . 

.  -0.2 

-0.3 

5.6 

24.4 

55.1 

,  Macaroni 

lb. 

15.7 

-0.6 

0 

2.6 

10.6 

1  } .  o 

1  « 

12.1 

,  Wheat  cereal  2j  2S 

oz , 

23.5 

0.4 

1.3 

-  0.3 

-  2,5 

f— * 

t  ) 

-  2.9 

Corn  flakes  '  S 

os. 

6.7 

0 

3.1  . 

-  1.5 

-  6,9 

-  5.6 

-  4*3 

Corn  meal 

lb. 

6, 5 

1.6 

3.2 

16.1 

33.3 

54.3 

62.5 

Rice  2/- 

1! 

-»  O  r\ 

-!»  •••  f  U 

-1  *> 

0 

0,3 

4,1 

62.0 

70.7 

Rolled  .oats 

U 

• 

ID  .4 

0 

4.0 

19.5 

20.9, 

.-.(.O  ,  .3 

46,  5 

.  Flour  ,  .pancake  2 /  .20 

OS  , 

19.  / 

,4  * 

0 

1.6 

f  17.0 

2J  . 

.3/ 

2/ 

Bakery  products:-  -  . 

4 

.  Bread,  white  . 

lb. 

3.3 

0 

0 

-  1.1 

1.1 

'!  a  2 

I. 0  ’-3 

12,3 

Bread,  whole  wheat 

ti 

9.6 

-1.0 

0 

-  2,0 

l.l 

10.3 

9.1 

•Bread,  .rye 

ii 

9.9 

0 

0 

n 

u 

?  1 

10.0 

7.6 

-  Vanilla,  cookies  • 

ti 

23.7 

0.3 

3.2 

-  1.4 

3.6 

14.3 

i/ 

.  Soda  crackers  . 

it 

13.9 

0 

0 

6.2 

15,2. 

26.0 

27.7 

MEATS : 

* 

'  *i 

Beef: 

12.6 

.  Round  steak 

lb. 

41.0 

0,2 

0.2 

o  L 

.v.  !-.•  Q 

,  7  9 

.  6.2 

Rib  roast 

ii 

33.1 

0.3 

0.6 

-12.2 

-  2.5  . 

5.-1 

14.5 

Chuck  roast 

it 

O'! 

-0.4 

-0.7 

-11,0 

“i 

-  2,1 

12.3 

oc  U 
*■ '  9  •  'U 

•  Stew  moa-t  2 / 

u 

29.3 

-0.7 

-2.6 

-14.9 

-4' 

4 

4 

Liver 

n 

37.1 

0.5 

-0.3 

-  1.1 

a/- 

2/ 

Hamburger 

ii 

97  / 

f  /-  a 

0 

-0.4 

-14.9 

-  U- 

y 

2/ 

Veal: 

Cutle  ts 

it 

/  /  ) 

1~Ul.  /  f- 

0 

-0.7 

-13.5 

-17.2 

-  1.3 

4.5 

Roast,  boned  and  rolled  2/ 

it 

34.7 

1  9 

■L  f  »•  „ 

-2.0 

-  3.0 

1/ 

1/ 

3/ 

Pork: 

Chops 

ti 

37,2 

0 

-0.3 

-11.2 

-13.9 

27. 3 

20.4 

Bacon,  sliced 

ii 

41.2 

0 

0.7 

-  9.3 

4,3 

36.9 

35.5 

Ham,  sliced 

it 

49.4 

0 

-1.3 

-16.7 

-16.0 

9.5 

6.5 

Ham,  whole 

ii 

34.4 

-0.3 

-2.5 

-13.6 

-  9.0 

31.3 

25.5 

Salt  pork 

u 

22.0 

0 

-0.5 

-10.9 

-  o.J 

31.7 

42.9 

Liver  2/ 

ii 

22.2 

0,5 

1.4 

-  5.9 

2/ 

1/ 

v 

Sausage  2 / 

it 

38.7 

0 

1.3 

1.0 

A 

1/ 

A 

Bologna ,  big  2 / 

1! 

34.0 

0.3 

-0.3 

0.6 

27 

H 

Lamb : 

Lc  g 

II 

40.5 

0 

1.5 

-3.1 

19.8 

45.7 

46.7 

Rib  chons 

II 

45.8 

x.  .   . 

-0.4 

1,6 

i  ° 

10,9 

30.9 

24.8 

For  foo tn otos ,  s c  o  pa go  1& , 
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TABLE  8  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  .URGE  CITIES* 
AVERAGE  PRICES  MD  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  SEPTEMBER  .18,  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


1945 


•1 


Percent  change  to  Sept.  18,  1913  from 


|V  •  : 

Average 

Prices 

Aug,  14 
1945  H 

Sept. 12 
1944 

May  13 
1943 

['May'  12 
1942 

Jan , 14 
3.941 

Aug. 15 

1939 

Commodity 

i 

"Hold 

"Little 

Month 

Sept.  18, 

Last 

Year 

the 

GMPR 

Before 

1945 

Month 

Ago 

Line" 

* 

Steel” 

u  * 

War  in 
Europe 

MEATS:  (Continued) 

(Cents ) 

Poultry: 

Roasting  chickens  ij  lb. 

47.0 

-  0,9 

4.4 

5.6 

37.5 

60.4 

64.8 

■Fish: 

- 

*  Fish  (fresh,  frozen)  Lj  n 

rjJ 

1.1 

11.3 

10.9 

55.3 

91.9 

126.4 

•  Salmon,  pink  .16  oz„  can 

23.3 

-  0 . 4 

1.7 

-  2 , 9 

6.9 

48.4 

82.0 

Salmon,  red  2 /  " 

.  39.9 

0.5 

-  1.2 

• 

-  3.6 

-  0.2 

51.1 

72.7 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

•  But ter •  lb. 

50.0 

0.2 

0 

-10.1 

9.4 

31.6 

62.9 

Cheese  n 

35.6 

-  0.3 

1.4 

-  7.3 

4.7 

31.9 

e4, 1 

‘Milk,  fresh  (delivered)  qt. 

15.6 

0 

0 

0 

4.7 

20.0 

30.0 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery)  11 

14. 5 

0 

‘  0 

0.7 

7.4 

21.8 

31.3 

Milk,  evaporated  14'^t  oz ,  can 

10.0 

-  1.0 

0 

-  i.o 

14.9 

40.8 

49.3 

EGGS: 

►  Eggs ,  fresh  Lj  ,  dpz. 

65.2 

7.3 

9.5 

29.4 

59.4 

88.8 

102.8 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES:* 

- 

w 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables: 

l 

Fresh  limits: 

Apples  tlb. 

13.3 

1.5 

37.1 

3.1 

77.3 

155.8 

202,3 

Bananas  " 

10.5' 

0 

-  5.4 

-10.3 

-12.5 

CQ  I 

P  /  .  X 

72.1 

Oranges  .  .  doz. 

51.6 

0.6 

2.0 

22, 3 

64.3 

go  n 

63.8 

Grapefruit  2 /  ea. 

11.3 

2.7 

*  2.7 

44.9 

79.4 

2] 

i/ 

Fresh  vegetables: 

Beans,  green  lb. 

15.8 

-15.5 

-  8,1 

-  9.2 

17.9 

12.9 

119.4 

Cabbage  .  .  " 

5.1 

-15.0 

'  2.0 

-55.7 

13.3 

50.0 

30.8 

Carrots  .  .  bunch 

g  o 

V* x 

-  p  p 

0 

8.5 

34.8 

48.3 

93.5 

Lettuce  head 

■jp  i 

-  3.2 

-  0.8 

-26.7 

31. 5 

44.0  • 

44. 0 

Onions  lb. 

6.8 

-13.9 

23.6 

-20. 9 

0 

33.9 

88.9 

Potatoes .  .  15.  lb. 

61.9 

-16.1 

-14.5 

-33.1 

16.3 

112.0 

79.9 

Spinach  lb. 

■  9.9 

-Li.  7 

-23.3 

-14.7 

33,  <3 

35.6 

26.9 

Sweetpotatoes  ,  11 

8.6 

-24.6 

i.i 

-52.0 

59.3 

72.0 

56.4 

Boots  2/  ,  bunch 

3.1 

-  3.6 

■  5.2 

-30.2 

2/ 

y 

2/ 

Canned  fruits  and  vegetables: 

Canned  fruits : 

Poaches  •.  #2-g-  can 

27.3 

0.4 

-  2.5 

3.0 

lr;  p 

4  ^  A, 

65,5 

59.6 

Pineapple  " 

*-  X 

26,3 

0 

-  3.7 

-  3.4 

-  3.0 

o  r  e 

on  0 

e . 

Grapefruit  juice  #2  can 

14. 5  j 
! 

0.7 

i  ; 

3.6 

-  — ^ 

48.0 

.. 

8/ 

A 

For  footnotes,  sco  page  18. 
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TABLE  8  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  SEPTEMBER  18,  1945 
FRO?  1  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDU/ 


Percent  chan 

ye  to  Sept.  18 

1.94.5 

f 'v>  -yir. 

_  L  CAijj 

- 

Average 
prices 
Sept,  18, 

Aug.  14- 

Scot.  12 

Kay  Ifilfey  12 

J  an ,  LA 

Aug. 15 

♦ 

■ 

1945  _j 

1944 

_ 1943 

*»  QJ  O 
.  — 

.11/ 

■939 

Commodity 

Las  t 

Year 

"Hold 

the 

GiiPR 

"Little 
Steel" 
1/  * 

Month 

Before 

1945 

Month 

Ago 

Line" 

* 

-X* 

War  in 
Europe 

(Con  bs ) 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES :  (Cont'd) 

Canned  vegetables : 

Beans ,  green 

fl 2  can 

1.3.1 

-  0.8 

0 

-12.7 

-  6.4 

31.0 

31.0 

Corn  - 

u 

uJ 

0 

2.1 

5.7 

13.6 

42.3 

Peas 

ii 

13.2 

0 

0 

i  /  u 

— j-t.).. 

-16.5 

0 

-  2.9 

■  Tomatoes 

it 

12.1 

-  0  8 

0.8 

-  5.5 

0 

44.0 

/  n  7 

a-1-'.  / 

Soup,-  ve ge table  2/  11 

os.  can 

13.2 

n  ’ 

-  1.5 

0.8 

1/ 

:d 

C 

Dried  fruits  and  vegetables: 

Dried  fruits : 

Prunes 

lb. 

17.5 

0.6 

1.2 

6.7 

4  2  •  3 

3 

98.9 

Dried  vegetables: 

■  Navy  beans 

S on  p ,  do hydrated , 

lb. 

11.5 

0 

5.5 

15.0 

9*7 

1',.  f  0 

76.9 

33.3 

chicken  noodlo  2 / 

os, 

• 

a  3 
^ 

0 

5.6 

0  9 
*  •  •  * 

1/ 

3/ 

i/ 

BEVERAGES: 

Coffee 

lb. 

30.6 

0.3 

1.3 

2.0 

.5.9 

47.8 

37.2 

Tea 

i  lb. 

24.2' 

9 

1.3 

12.6 

8.0 

37.5 

40.7 

Cocoa  2 / 

i  lb. 

10.4 

0 

0 

13.0 

O  r. 

14.3 

20.9 

FATS  /AID  OILS: 

Lard 

lb. 

18.8 

0 

0.5 

-  1.6 

5.0 

102.2 

89.9 

Shortening  other  -than  la 

rd: 

In  carbons 

lb.- 

20.0 

0 

-  1.0 

-  1.0 

1.0 

77.0 

70.9 

In  other  containers 

ii 

24. 5 

0 

-  1.2 

0.8 

-  5.0 

38.9 

21.3 

Salad  dressing 

Pint’ 

24.0  ’ 

—  i,-  •  8 

-  7,0 

-  4.8 

-  5.5 

19.4 

1/ 

Olo  omargar ino 

lb. 

o;  0. 

1.2 

3.4 

8.5 

53.3 

47.3 

Peanut  butter 

ii  • 

28.6 

0 

0.7 

-12.0 

6.3 

59.8 

59,3 

Oil,  cooking  or  salad  2 / 

’  pint  ’ 

30.0 

1  t 

-  1.6 

_  0  n 

-  1.6 

1/ 

i/ 

u 

SUGAR  AND  SVfHETS :  - 

1 

Sugar 

.Lb.  * 

i  /  r;  - 

1  vJ,  / 

0 

0 

-  1.5 

-  2.9 

31.4 

28.8 

Corn  sirup- 

24  os.' 

1  r  U  » 

0 

0 

1.3 

0.0 

16.2 

15.3 

Molasses  2 / 

18  os,' 

i  1  p  ‘ 

i  .  .1.  J  .  o 

0  !  0 

1.3 

9.0 

17.9 

16.2 

Apple  butter  2 / 

•  16  os. j  14.2  ; 

,0.7 

6.0 

• 

10.1 

L.  

3/ 

. 

1/ 

...  . 

2/ 

*  See  general 
1/  The  "Little 

no arcs t  date 


explanation  of  tables  on 
Stool"  wage  formula  appl 
for  -which  data  on  ratal 
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ios  to  J 
1  prices 


computed. 

2/  Not  included  in  the  indot:. 

A/  Nob  priced  in  earlier  period. 
id  Percent  change  computed  on  the  index, 
ji/  Composite  price  not  computed. 
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CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX*  AND  RETAIL  PRICES  OF  FOOD  -  OCTOBER  1945 

Retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  used  by  ijiode rate-income  city 
families  showed  no  change  on  the  average  between  mid-September  and  mid -October, 
according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor. 
Clothing  costs  increased  further  by  0.1  percent,  while  price's -for  all  other 
groups  of  items  in  the  index  decreased  slightly  by  0.1  percent.  '  Thu  .consumers'  • 
price  index  for  October  15  and  September  15,  -'-945  was  148.9  percent  of  the 
'1935-39  average . 

Food  costs  in  large  cities  declined  0.1  percent  during  the 'month,  as 
meats  decreased  0.5  percent  and  fruits  and  vegetables  showed  no  change.  Sweet 
potatoes  and  cabbage  prices  dropped  seasonally  by  10  and  6  percent,  while  spinach 


and  green  beans  increased  14  and  8  percent,  respectively, 
advanced  ^.3  percent  following t ceiling  adjustments  in  Augu 

«T*P  tint!!  “1  ^  .  f,  /V»r»+.«  n-ir  o  <=»  .,.4  il.  /  t\  j.  _  j  .. 


Prices  of 


appj.es 


ugust  and  September j  they 
are  now  13.6  cents  per  pound  as  compared  .with  4.0  cents  in  October  1939.  Effects 
of  the  removal  of  subsidies  on  butter  and  peanut  butter  late  in  October  and  any 
price  changes  due  to  the  lifting  of  rationing  on  meats  on  November  44  will  not  be 
reflected  in  the  index  until  November  and  December. 

Clothing  cogts  continued  to  edge  upward  between  mid-September  and  mid- 
October  as  sustained  civilian  demands  coupled  with  the  purchases  of  returning 
service  men  further  depleted  stocks  of  non' a  apparel.  Higher-priced  garments 
only  were  available.  Increases  were  reported  for  topcoats,  overcoats,  suits, 
work  trousers  and  overalls,  business  shirts,  underwear,  socks,  sweaters ,  and 
felt  hats.  In  the  last  month  of  shoe  rationing,*  prices  of  men's  shoes  moved  up 
slightly  and  shoe  repair  costs  advanced  in  a  few  cities-. 

Average  retail  prices  of  h ousof  urnishings  and  miscellaneous  goods  and 
services  decreased  0. I  percent  over  the  month.  Prices,  of  sheets  advanced  more 
than  5  percent  due  to  the -adjustment  of  retailers'  margins  for  increases 
previously  allowed  manufacturers. 

The  decline  of'  0.1  percent  for  miscellaneous  goods  and  services 
represents  the  first  decrease  that  has  occurred  in  tills  group  since  June.  1940. 
Reductions  in  transportation  costs  to  the  Atlantic  Coast  lowered  gasoline  prices 
between  3  and  6  percent  in  eastern  cities..  Cigarette  prices,  dropped  in  a  number 
of  cities  as  retailers  resumed,  their  practice  of  selling  "cartons  and" two  or  more 
packs  at  a  time.  Charges  for  beauty  shop  services  increased  in  four  cities. 

Fuel,  electricity  and  ice  costs  declined  0.1  percent.  Lower  gas  rates 
to  consumers  in  Denver  resulted  from-  a  decrease  in  wholesale  prices  growing  out 
of  a  recent  Supreme  Court  decisidn. 

Rents  are  surveyed  only  during  the  quarterly  months  of  March,  June, 
September,  and  December. 


( end) 
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x-Note:  This  index,  formerly  called  the  cost  of  living  index,  measures  average 


changes  in  retail  prices  of  selected  goods,  rents,  and  services,  weighted  by  quan¬ 
tities  bought  by  families  of  wage  earners  and  mo derate -income  workers  in  large 
cities  in  193I4.-3 6.  The  items  priced  for  the  index  constituted  about  70  percent  of 
the  expenditures  of  city  families  whose  incomes  averaged  $l£2li  in  193U-36. 

The  index  does  not  show  the  full  effect  of  such  factors  as  changes  in  quality 
and  the  availability  of  goods.  During  the  war  the  quality  of  civilian  goods  has 
been  lowered.  The  Bureau  has  attempted  to  account  for  the  disappearance  of  low- 
priced  merchandise  by  pricing  the  most  similar  article  available.  The  President’s 
Committee  on  the  Cost  of  Living  has  estimated  that  such  factors,  together  with 
certain  others  not  fully  measured  by  the  index,  would  add  a  maximum  of  3  to  4  index 
points  to  the  index  for  large  cities  between  January  19 Ul  and  September  1944 .  If 

•.  -n  •  n  1  1  *  _ _ _  J _ •  *1  ^  .  —  —  f.  «4-  U  ^  ”1  /O  4*  1  1  #4  • 


small  cities  were  included  in 


the  national  average 


another  l/2  point  would  be  added- 


General  Explanation  of  Tables; 

The  indexes  are  based  on  timo-to-tine  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  and  services 
purchased  by  mo derate -income  families  in  large  cities.  They  do  not  indicate  whether 
it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another. 

Data  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  January  19Ul>  on 
Tables  1  and  2,  which  have  been  estimated  for  January  1  (the  date  used  in  the 
’’Little  Steel”  wage  formula  of  the  National  War  Labor  Board),  by  assuming  an  even 
rate  of  change  from  December  llj.,  19U0  to.  the  next  pricing  date. 

.  GMPR  -  The  General  Maximum  Price  Regulation  was  issued  on  May  18>  19k2 •  It 
established  retail  price  ceilings  at  their  highest  levels  in  March  19U2. 

The  President’s  ”hold-the-line”  order  was  issued  April  8,  19U3*  The  peak  of 
the  rise  which  led  to  this  order  was  reached  in  May,  which  is  therefore  used  for  ‘ 

,  this  comparison. 

Food  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  5>6  cities  during  the  first  four  days  of 
the  week” which  includes  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.  Aggregate 
costs  of  foods  in  each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families  of 
wage  earners  and  moderate— income  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States 
with  the  use'  of  population  weights .  In  March  1943  the  number  of  cities  included  in 
the  food  index  was  increased  from  $1  to  36,  and  the  number : of  foods  from  Sb  to  61. 

Prices  of  clothing,  housefurnishings,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  are 
obtained  in  34  large  cities  in  March,  June,"  September,  and  December.  In  intervening 
months,  prices  are  collected  in  21  of  the  34  cities  for  a  shorter  list  of  goods  and 
services •  ... 

Rents  are  now  surveyed  semiannually  in  most,  of  the  34  cities  (in  March  and 
September,  or  in  June  and  December).  In  computing  the  all  items  indexes  lor 
individual  cities  and  the  rent  index  for  t be- average  of  large  cities,  because  of 
the  general  stability  of  average  rents  at  the  present  time,  the  indexes rarq.  held 
constant  in  cities  nob  surveyed  during  the  current  quarter. 


Prices  for  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  are  collected  monthly  in  3b  large  cities. 
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TABLE  i  -  CONSUMERS 1  FRIGS  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE-INCOME  FAMILIES 
FCR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Group 

< .  - 

O.ct, 

1945 

Sept, 

1945 

Oct. 

1944 

May 

1943 

May 
1942. . 

Jan , 
1941 

Aug. 

1222, 

This 

Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

"Hold 

the 

Line" 

* 

GMPR 

* 

"Little 

Steel" 

■  - .  * 

Month 
Before 
War . in 

.  .  .  -  .  -  •••  • 

Inde 

xes.  1935-39 

=•  100. 

0 

*  - 

ALL  ITEMS 

128. .9 

128.9 

126.5  125,1 

116.0 

100.8 

98.6 

Food  r '  . 

139,3 

139.4 

- 136.4 143.0 

121,6 

97.6  . 

93.5 

Clothing  • 

148.3 

146.2 

141.9  127.9 

126.2 

101.2 

100.3 

.'Rent  *  • 

^  «* 

10s,  3 

— 

108.0 

109.9 

i05.0 

104.3 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

110.6 

110.7 

109. 

3  107.6 

104.9 

160.8 

97.5 

.  Gas  &  electricity 

95.0 

95.2 

95. 

8  96.1 

96.6 

97.5 

99.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

125,7 

125.7 

123. 

5  113.7 

112.9 

104.0 

96.3 

' House furnishings 

146.6 

146,8 

141. 

4  125.1 

122.2 

100.2 

.  100.6 

.Miscellaneous 

124,5 

124,6 

122. 

8  115.3 

110.9 

101.8  . 
« 

100.4 

-  ‘  Percent  Change  to  October 

1245 

*  * 

ALL  ITEMS 

0 

1. 

9  3.0 

11*1 

.27.9 

30.7 

Food  •  ' 

— 

.  -0.1 

2. 

1  -2j. 

> 

14,6 

42.7  • 

49.0 

Clothing  -  , ' 

-- 

0.1 

4. 

5  15,9 

17. 5* 

46,5  . 

47.9 

Rent  1/ 

mm 

-- 

0.3 

-1,5 

3.1 

3.8 

Fuel,  electricity  &’ice 

mm  mm 

-0, 1 

*  0. 

7  2.8 

5.4 

‘  9.7 

13.4 

.Gas  &  electricity 

-- 

-0,2 

-0. 

8  -1.1 

-1,7 

-2.6 

-4.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice.  •  •. 

-- 

0 

•  1. 

8  5.9 

11.3 

20.9  , 

30.5 

House furnishings 

-0.1 

;  •  3. 

7  17.2 

20.0 

.  .46.-3 

45.7 

Miscellaneous 

. .  ■T.n.f. .  -  .  i~ . .  ....  i  ...  ...i  . 1 .  i..'  .i 

— 

. r  -0.1 

1. 

4  8.0 

1243 

22.3 

24.0 

p  -  ~  %  r  \ 


*  See  general  explanation  of .tables  on  page  2t 
1/  Percent  change  to  September ' 1945,  . . 
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TABIE  2  -  CONSUMERS1  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES 
FEP.GSNT  CHANGES  TO  OCTOBER  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES ,  BY  CITIES 


>  1 ,  .  ♦ 

« 

.  '■  City 

Sept, 

1945 

*  Oct* 
1944 

May 

1943 

May 

1942 

Jan, 
1941  . .. 

Aug. 

.  m9 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

“Hold 

the 

Line 11  * 

CM  PR 
* 

"Little 

Steel" 

..  .*  . 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
-  Europe 

AVERAGE 

-•  0*0 

■  -  1.9 

3.0 

11,1 

27.9 

30,7 

Baltimore,  Md#-  '  ‘ 

’  *0,2 

2.9 

3.0 

11.7 

31,1 

"-33. 7 

Birmingham,  Ala, 

•o.i 

*  2,5 

5. a 

12.1 

31.0 

35.1 

Boston,  Mass.  ■  • 

-0,1 

*  1.5 

1,8 

9.8 

25.6 

28.2 

Buffalo,  N.  Y/ 

*0.1 

”•1.2 

-0.2 

6,7 

26.2 

30.6 

Chicago,  111,  • 

•o.i 

•  1.4 

2.5  :  ; 

.  9.5 

’  26,1 

29.3 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

■0.3 

•  2.8 

4.4 

11.6 

29.3 

32.9 

Cleveland,  Ohio  • 

1  0,2 

'  1.2. 

2.9 

10.9 

29.1 

31.7 

Denver-,  Colo, 

•0,1 

*  1.2 

1.8 

9.6 

26.7 

28.5 

Detroit,  Mich, 

-0,1 

2.8 

2.7 

10.0 

29.4 

32.7 

Houston,  Tex, 

. -0,2 . 

•  -2, 2'- 

2.3 

9.6 

24.  S 

26.4 

Kansas-  City,  Mo, 

0 

•2.4 

3.7 

11.3. 

29.1 

28.8 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

*  0 

■"2,6 

4.9 

11,8 

28.8 

31.3 

Minneapolis, .Minn,  * 

*  0 

"  1.7 

2.7 

7.9 

22.9 

25,5 

New  York,  N.  Y*. 

-0,2 

’  1.7 

4.1 

H.l 

28.0 

30.6 

Philadelphia,  *Pa,  '  . 

-  i  ,  , .  •*  ■ <  - 

-0,2 

* 

"2,2 

2.4 

11.4 

28.8 

30.7 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  \  • 

,  0.1 

’"2,0 

4.1 

12.3 

28.5 

32.1 

St,  Louis,  Mo, 

•o.i 

"  1.8 

2.3 

9.8 

25.6 

29.4 

San  Francisco,*  Calif,  * 1 

0.2 

. 1.5 

3.7 

13.0 

30.6 

33.8 

Savannah j  Ga,  . . . - 

-0,6 ' 

. 2,2  . 

.n  ..  . 

<-4-  « 

13.7 

35,6 

38.5 

Seattle,  Wash, 

-0,4 

1.1 

1.9 

8,8 

29.2 

31.5 

Washington,  D,  C, 

*  -0.2 

3.2 

.  4.1  ■ 

12,3 

28.9 

30.6 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2, 
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TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS '  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES,  OCTOBER,  1945 


Indexes,  1935-39  =  100,0 


i.  City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Clothing 

Fuel, 
Electric¬ 
ity  &  Ice 

Ileus  e  - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

Mis cel- 
lanecus 

AVERAGE 

128.9 

139.3 

143.3 

110.6 

146,6 

124.5 

Atlanta,  Ga, 

mm  mm 

140.5 

115.4 

■» 

mm 

Baltimore,  Md, 

132.0 

147.5 

155.5 

111.3 

146.9 

123.0 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

133.1 

1  J  f  o 

145.1 

107.6 

140.2 

127.4 

Boston,  Mass. 

124. 5 

133.3 

'146,7 

116.8 

I4O.O 

119.1 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

128.6 

135.6 

147.0 

107.4 

147.3 

126.4 

Chicago,  Ill, 

.127,6 

137.8 

14-1.9 

106, 5 

133.7 

122.4 

Cine inna t i ,  Ohi o 

129.3 

139.0 

149.2 

107.7 

144.1 

126.1 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

131.7 

143.3 

147.3 

113.8 

147.0 

123 . 5 

Denver,  Colo, 

126.7 

138.0 

136.$ 

97  0  3 

160.8 

124. 5 

Detroit,  Mich, 

130.7 

136.4 

143.6 

114.7 

156.4 

131.1 

Houston,  Tex. 

127.3 

139.7 

141.3 

91.1 

145.3 

125.4 

Indianapolis,  Ind, 

— 

136.0 

mm 

113.6 

mm  mm 

— 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

149.0 

mm  mm 

117.8 

mm  mm 

mmmm 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

127.0 

132.9 

147*7 

112.6 

140.7 

126.7 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

132.0 

147.2 

146. 5 

92. 5 

143.4  ' 

128.2 

Manchester,  N.  H, 

— 

134.6 

mm  mm 

122.5 

mm  mm 

Memphis,  Tenn, 

-- 

148,6 

mm  mm 

106 , 6 

mmmm 

mmm  mm 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 

f 

— 

137,4 

l 

•m  mm 

111.5 

— 

— 

Minneapolis ,  Minn, 

125.1 

132.6 

143 . 6 

10A,  r 

1  >  ?  Q 

123.3 

Mobile,  Ala, 

— 

U8.1 

_ 

103.6 

mm  mm 

.... 

New  Orleans,  La, 

— 

154.4 

—  mm 

102.3 

mm  mt 

__ 

Nev/  York,  N.  Y, 

129.3 

139. 5 

ir\ 

a 

U~\ 

IT\ 

r— ) 

115.0 

136.9 

126.7 

Norfolk,  Va. 

— 

I44. 3 

mm 

120.5 

» 

mm  mm 

... 

Philade lphia ,  Pa , 

127.8 

137.2 

149.0 

146.2 

120.4 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

130.0 

140.0 

169.4 

112.1 

143.0 

119.4 

Portland,  Maine 

— 

139.0 

113.5 

mm  mm 

Portland,  Oreg, 

— 

149.7 

— — 

120.5 

• 

mm  mm 

_  _ 

Richmond,  Va, 

— 

137.7 

109.9 

mm  mm 

mm  mm 

St,  Louis,  Mo, 

126.9 

141.4 

144.8 

103.3 

123.4 

120.0 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

132.9 

147.9 

143.6 

92.9 

131.5 

133.1 

Savannah,  Ga. 

137.5 

155.4 

145.3 

113.2 

153.0 

129.3 

Scranton,  Pa. 

mm  mm 

13s.  7 

117,7 

—  — 

mm  mm 

Seattle,  Wash, 

131.9  ■ 

142.7 

147.5 

104.7  , 

' 144.5 

132.3 

Washington,  D.  C. 

t- 

128.8 

140.2 

160.5 

L 

111.1 

143.9 

•*  nry  ri 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2, 
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TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  SEPTEMBER,  1945  TO  OCTOBER,  1945 


City 

j  All 
\  Items 

Food 

Clothing 

|  Fuel, 

!  Electric- 
1  ity  &  Ice 

House- 

.  i 

~  i  -vv.-,  -»  1  • _ 

ings 

M  ;  --  r»p1  _ 

la  neons 

AVERAGE 

0.0 

-0.1 

■ 

{  0  1 
\s  •  o.. 

1  ' 

|  -0.1 

-0.1 

-0.1 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

i 

-0o7 

f 

— 

0 

Baltimore,  Md, 

1  -0,2 

-0«4 

0.3 

0 

0.3 

-0.4 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

-CM  ‘ 

n 

Boston,  Mass. 

-0.1 

-0.1 

0 

/  t: 

r.  n 

~  J  *  J.. 

Buffalo,  N,  Y. 

0.1 

0.2 

U 

0 

0.3 

-0.3 

Chicago,  Ill. 

0,1 

0.2 

-9,7 

0 

0.1 

o  • 

Cine inna t i ,  Ohio 

0.3 

0,6 

-0.1 

-0.1 

-0.1 

0.3 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

0.2 

0.4 

0.3 

0 

0.3 

'  0.2 

Denver,  Colo. 

0.1 

1.4 

0.1 

-7.4 

0.4 

0.1 

Detroit,  Mich,  ’ 

-0,1 

-0.3 

-0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

0 

Houston,  Tex, 

-0.2  • 

-0o  6 

0,1 

0 

0.1 

-0.1 

Indianapolis ,  Ind, 

mm  mm 

0 

0 

— 

— 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

-1.9 

0 

mm  mm 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

0 

0,1 

0  ] 

0 

0.2 

0 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

0 

.  n 

- 

p  0 

0 

0  ^ 

V>  £ 

..0 

Manchester,  N.  H, 

•• 

r\  9 

** v  C 

o 

<♦ 

Memphis ,  Tenn, 

-- 

o  3 

mm  mm 

0 

mm 

mm  mmm 

Milwaukee,  Wis, 

•n  mm 

•  O  ^ 

— 

0 

— 

-- 

M inne a  p  o  1  is ,  M inn . 

0 

1 

0 

0 

CM 

n#  i 

0 

Mobile,  Ala. 

«  mm 

-0.5 

0 

- 

M.  «■» 

New  Orleans,  La. 

-0 .  s 

•*  — 

-0.1 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

-'J.A. 

-0.1 

0.4 

0.1 

-0.9 

-0.3 

Norfolk,  Va. 

— 

0  1 

0 

Phi ladolphia ,  Pa . 

-0.2 

-0.3 

0.1 

-0.1 

0.1 

'  -0.2 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

0.1 

0.3 

. 

n  /  ! 

•-  .'9- 

-0.1 

n  i 
. ... 

-Q.3 

Port land ,  Ma ine  “ 

— 

-0.1 

— •  mm 

0 

Portland,  Grog. 

— — 

*  0.3  ! 

mmmm 

0 

mm  mm 

Richmond,  Va. 

— 

-Q0  6 

mm  mm 

0 

mm  mm 

i  w 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

0.1 

0 

0.3 

0 

0.4 

0 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

r,  o 

V.  ^ 

0.4 

0 

■( 

0 

.0  - 
^  •  — 

0 

Savannah,  Ga.  j 

-0.6 

-l.l 

} 

0 

0.1 

0.4 

-0,5 

Scranton,  Pa.  •  j 

Seattle,  Wash. 

mm  mm 

-0.4 

—  -j 

-0,2 

M  — 

•m  mm 

-c.4 

-1.0 

0.5  i 

0 

C.4 

-0.2 

Washington,  D,  C; 

. . »"* . . *  . . . . . . L. 

-0.2 

-0.9 

0.6  .  j 

0 

1.3  ‘ 

-0  p 

*  Sec  general  explanation  of  tabled  on 


cage 

j.  O 


2. 


ci 
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TABLE  5  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  III  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED* 

FOR1 SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES'  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


1 

. ,  Group 

■  > 

-•  ' 

Oct.  lF 

... 

This  • 
Mon  tii 

i/ 

Sept.lH 

i?i+5 

1  Octo  1'/ 

J  1944 

i  V 

;  Year 

I  Ago 

1 

Kay  lS 

.  j 

May  12  1 

19I42  ! 

Jan  ■>  16 

1961 

Aug .15 

1939 

Last 
Mon  th 

•"Hold 

the 

Line”* 

i 

GMFR  j 
1 

*  1 

”  Little 
Steel” 

*  2/ 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

Index-: 

n,  1935-39  =  100c 

0  . 

ALL  FOODS 

139*3 

139.i1 

1>6.]4. 

I63.O 

121 06 

97.8 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

109  a 

109.1 

108.6 

107.6 

105,2 

96.9 

93  *6 

Meats 

131*0. 

151-.6 

129.4 

138.3 

126.3- 

101  a 

95.7 

Beef  &  veal 

118.2  * 

118.1+ 

118.2 

131,2 

126.1 

109.6 

99,6 

Pork- 

112.6 

112.6’ 

112.2 

125  a 

123  0  2 

86a 

88=0 

Lamb 

•136.2 

136,-4 

131.7 

1I4I06 

lisa 

98a 

9808 

Chickens 

152*3 

155.9 

149  .9 

167.6 

113  06 

97a 

96  >6 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

221.3 

219 .8 

205.8' 

200.5 

150,9 

118  0  7 

99  "6 

•'  Dairy  products 

133.3  ' 

1  valr 

133.o 

136.9 

123.3 

105.1 

93*1 

Eg  rs  * 

165.6 

m*  9 

179.0 

162  a 

115 .6 

97.1+ 

90.7 

*~0  ^ 

Fra its  &  ve  ge  t ab 1 e  s 1 

172.5 

1 172 t? 

leT.9 

190  0  8 

128.7 

93.3 

92.6 

Fresh 

- 182 o3 

18  L  0  . 

170  ,6 

205  08 

130.0 

93*6 

92,8 

Canned 

130.1l 

130*6 

129.7. 

131ol 

122  e  7 

91.U 

91,6 

Dried 

168.9 

I06 .8 

165.7 

158,0 

131.2 

99.6 

90*3 

-  Beverages 

121+.7  ■ 

1214,7 

126.3 

126.5 

126*6 

90,9 

.94-9 

Favs  &  oils 

■  1214..0 

12I:  a 

123  a 

126  ■»  p 

122,6 

80,5 

86*5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

126.5  • 

12606 

126.4 

127.6 

127.1 

95.3 

95.6 

v  •  *  •  , 

.  Percent  Change 

to  October  16,  1945 

ALL  FOODS 

- 

-0.1 

2.1 

-2.6 

16.6 

42.4 

49-0 

*  Cereals  &  bakery  products 

— 

0 

0.5 

1,6 

'3.7  • 

15.0 

l6,8 

Meats 

-- 

-0 .5 

1.2 

"  -5.3 

6 .6 

29.6 

56.9 

Bee'f“&  veal 

—  , 

-0.2 

0  . 

.  -9.9 

-is. 8 

8.0 

18.7 

Pork ' 

-- 

0 

0.6 

-10,3 

-8,6 

30  08 

28.0 

Lamb ' 

wm  mm 

-oa 

1.1 

-3  ®8 

is  a 

38,-0 

37.9 

Chicken s 

mm  mm 

-2.3 

io6 

3c2 

34-3 

56.7 

61 ,0 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

mm 

c*7 

7  a 

10  06 

I+6.7 

"86.6 

122.2 

Dairy  products 

— 

-oa  ‘ 

-0.2 

-2,6 

8,1" 

'26.8 

1+3.2 

Eggs 

-- 

0.9 

3.6 

30.5 

60,7 

90.5 

106  *5 

Fruits *&  vegetables 

mm 

0 

"  5 .9 

“9  mb 

34.0 

84.9 

86.7 

Fresh 

0 

*7.0 

-ii,6 

60.2 

-  95  a 

96.6 

Canned 

0 

0  o5 

-0  o5 

0  0  3 

62.7 

62,6 

Dried 

mm  mm 

oa 

.  a.9 

6,9 

28,7, 

'  69.6 

87.0 

Beverages 

mm  mm 

0 

0  »3 

oa 

oa  ■ 

37.2 

31.1+ 

Fats  &  oils 

-oa ' 

0.7 

-1,8 

1.3 

54.4 

66.7 

Su gar  &  sweets 

mm  mm 

0 

o.l 

-o,9 

-0,5, 

32.7 

32.3 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2* 

l/  Preliminary, 

£/  The  ’’Little  Steel”  wage  formula  applies  to  Jan.  1,  1961.  Jon*  16,  1961  is  the 
nearest  date  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  been 
computed. 
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TABLE  6  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES  * 

FOODS 

16,  ‘191+5  ’ 


PERCENT  -CFAil'J  OES  BY  GROUPS  OF 
SLPT .  IS,  I9L4.5  TO  OCT 


City 

|  All 

Foods 

Cereals 

and 

Bakery 

Moats 

Dai  ry 
Prod¬ 
ucts 

] — 

1  r* 

1  ekes 

I 

f  Fruits 
{  and 
j  Veg. 

Bev- 

or- 

0.  go  s 

Fats 
"an  d  -  • 
Oils 

Si  1  gar 
--  and 
Sweets 

AVERAGE 

-0:.l 

0.0 

-0.5 

-0 . 1 

0.9 

|  0,0 

0,0 

-0.1 

0.0 

Atlanta,  Gr » 

-0.7 

-0.2 

! 

0 

i  0 

0.3 

i 

!  -3*7 

0 

! 

0 

0.1 

Baltimore,  Md. 

-O.J4 

0 

0.1 

i-O.ll 

1J4 

i.  -1*7 

0.3 

0 

-0.I4 

Bi min gh am,  Ala. 

0.1 

o»h 

—  0  c  1 

!  0 

1a 

-o,3 

0 

-0,3 

0 

Boston,  Mass. 

-0..1 

0  ? 

-1.6 

;  p 

!  —  V  c  C. 

2.0 

1.2 

0 

0 

0 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

0.3 

0  * 

0,3 

-0.1 

2.2 

-oa 

-0.2 

0 

oa 

Buffalo-/  N.  Y. 

0.2 

-0  C  1 

0.2 

-0.1 

1.5 

0 « p 

i 

1 

-0.2 

-0,2 

0 

Butte,  Mont. 

-0.7 

o.p 

-0 .9 

-0.1 

1,6 

-2.6 

-0.1 

1,2 

-0.2 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 

-0.3 

0.1 

-0.9 

0 

1.2 

-1*3 

0 

—  0  B 

0 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

-0.1 

0 

0*8 

0 

•  0.7 

-1.7 

0 

0,5 

0 

Chicago,  Ill. 

0.2 

-0.2 

-1.1 

-oa 

0.9 

2.2 

-0,1 

0 

0 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

0.6 

-0.1 

-0.1 

j-oa 

0,5 

1,9 

0 

0 

-0.3 

C 1 c ve  1 an d ,  Ohio 

0J4 

0 

- 1.0 

i-oa 

0.5 

2.2 

-oa 

-0,1 

0 

C  0  lurrtbu  s ,  Ohi 0 

0.1 

-0.1 

-0.6 

-0,3 

8.3 

0.1 

0 

0 

0 

Dallas,  Texas 

-0,6. 

0 

0 

0 

1.2 

— 2 » 0 

-0.3 

-0.1 

-0.2 

Denver,  Colo. 

1.4 

0.1 

0.8 

0 

O.l.; 

U.i 

0 

0 

0.1 

Detroit,  Mich. 

-0.3  ' 

0 

-0.3 

-0.2 

0.9 

-0.6 

0 

-0,2 

0.5 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

0.3 

0 

0.3 

0 

0  .ll 

ia 

0 

0 

0 

Houston,  Texas 

-0.6 

0.1 

-0.2 

-0.2 

ia 

-2  •  7 

0 

0 

0 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

0 

0 

-0.1 

-0.3 

2.1 

-0.I4 

0 

0 

-0.3 

Jackson,  Miss. 

-0.8 

0.1 

-0.3 

0 

0.7 

-3*2 

0 

0 

-1.5 

Jacksonville,.  Fla. 

-1.9  • 

-0.1 

-0.1 

-0.3 

0.6 

-7.lt 

-0.I4 

Ocl 

-0.2 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

o.l 

0.2 

0 

-0  *  1 

/  J 

Oe.Lj 

-1.9 

-0.1 

0,1 

0.2 

Knoxville,  Ten a 0 

0.2 

-0.2 

-0,7 

-0.1- 

0*6 

1,7 

0 

-0.2 

0 

Little  Rock,  .Ark. 

-0*7 

0 

-0.3 

0  ... 

1*3 

-2.7 

0.6 

-0e9 

0.2 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

0  . 

0.1 

0 

-0,1.. 

-0,7 

0.3 

-0.2 

-oa- 

0 

Louisville,  Ky. 

0 

0 

0.2 

-0,2-  - 

1 0 1 } 

-1,2 

0 

0; 

D 

Man  cheater,  N •  H . 

-0.2  . 

••  0.2 

-0.7 

0  ••  • 

0  r  6 

-0.3 

-0.2 

-oa 

0 

Memphis,  Tenn  . 

0.3- 

0 

-0.9 

-0.1 

1.7  j 

1,6 

0 

0,1 

0,1 

M i Iwauk e e ,  WL s . 

-0.3. 

-0.1 

-0,9 

G.2-. 

0.7 1 

-0.3 

-oa 

-oa 

0 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

•  0 

0.2 

-0.2 

0  • 

o.l! 

-oa 

0 

0.1 

0 

• 

Mobile,  Ala. 

-0.5 

-0.3 

.-0.3 

0  -- 

0.9! 

-2.3 

-o07  j 

.  Q 

0 

Newark,  N.  J. 

0.2  , 

0*1 

-0.8 

0  • 

ia| 

1.7 

0.5' 

0.,  3 

0  .1| 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

-0.1 

0.1 

_n  a 

-0.1 

2.6  j 

-0,6 

-o.i 

-  0 , 1 

0 

New  Orleans,  .La. 

-0.8  , 

-0.1 

-0.7 

-0,1  - 

1,0 

-2.9 

0 

—  0;,2 

oa 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

-0.1 

- 1. 

oa 

- 1  •  0 

-oa 

0.9 

J 

'  0 .14 

l 

0 

-0.1 

mm - - -4 

rs 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  A# 
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TABLE  6  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS  OF  FOODS 
.  SEPT.  18,  19U5  TO  OCT.  l6,  191+5 


» 

j 

City 

•  t 

All 
■  Foods 

Coroala 
and  ; 
Bakery 

1 

Meats! 

! 

Dairy  j 
Prod-  i 
ucts  ! 

1 

- — — t 

1 

Eggs 

Fruits ! 
and 

*  Vug.  ; 

Bov-  i 
er-  ^ 

ages 

Fats  j 
and 

Oi  1  s  j 

■  '  ■  r 

Sugar 

and 

Sweets 

Norfolk,  Vc-'.. 

0.1 

-0.2 

0.8  * 

-0.2  | 

6.1+1 

-0.3 

0.0 

0.0  i 

0  •  v) 

Omaha,  Nebr. 

0  ; 

.  0.1  . 

0  0 

0  .1 

3.0. 

-1.1 

3.7 

0  i 

0 

Peoria, ' Ill . 

-o-.i 

0 

-0.1 

0.1  i 

0.1+1 

rs  7 

u  | 

;  R  1 

^  1 

0.7 

Phi ladelphia ,  Pa . 

-0.3- 

.  -C.l 

-0.5 

0.1  1 

0.5 

-1.0 

0.2  | 

0 

0.  .c_  j 
„  i 

0 

Pi  1 t  sb  u r  gh ,  Pa  • 

o*3 

C.l 

j 

•  ■  7, 

-0.2 

0.5 1 

0.8 

-0.2 

e  •  A 

i 

■i 

—0,1 

Portland,  Maine 

-o.y 

0.1 

1.0 

‘-G.l 

-0.6' 

-1.4 

0 

1  1  • 

j 

.0 

Portland,  Drag# 

r  0.3 

■ .  0 

:  0.8 

0.1 

0.6 

■0.2 

-1.5 

“  w  0  3  ^ 

^  1 

0' 

Providence,.  R.  I. 

-0.6 

c 

-1.0  ■ 

0 

1.0 

-1.9 

0.2 

-o,6 

Richmond,  Va. 

-c..6 

-c.3 

-o.U 

—  0.1 

C  0.2 

-2.1 

0.9 

■-0 . 1 

vj  ' 

Rochester,  N •  Y. 

.-0..1  . 

..Ofl 

■  1 

-.0.8 

. 

0 . 1 

i.U 

1  > 

0  . 

0 

••  0 

S't.  Louis,  Mo. 

0» 

i 

’  0.1 

— C  .2 

0,1 

0.6 

o*3 

-a  0 

r\ 

.  v..' 

’■•0- 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

—  1 

.  o.3' 

-0.1 

0,  ■ 

—‘-'•I. 

-0.5 

-j.i i 

0  •  1 

Salt  Lake"  City,  Utah 

'C.8 

•°*l 

-0.2 

-0,1 

0*9 

2.9 

0.1 

0 

-0.2 

S  an  Fr  nnc  i  s  c  0  ,  Calif. 

0. « 1+ 

0  . 

,o.3 

.V 

0.7. 

1.1 

-0.1. 

A 

m  v  f 

•  '  'A 

•v/ 

Savannah,  Ga. 

,-i.l 

o.l 

-0.1 

2.i+, 

-5  *6 

1  % 

*  0.1 

rO  +  7 

j,  • 

•  .. 

Scranton,  pc. . 

-U 

■*0.3 

6.2 

c/ 

r  0.9'. 

-2.0 

-0.4. 

A.  ... 

V 

-  '0.1 

Seattle,  Wash. 

I  -l?f 

,  ‘  0.2. 

-0.1 

r> 

& ,  ' :: 

-l.i+ 

—it  *■  1 

-0.1 

A  ■  I 
.  .  >  0  •  -L 

•  :  •  A.  8 

I  - 

Springfield,  111. 

0.2 

0 

— 0 .2 

c 

i+.l 

0 

0 

1  1 

u 

■  7 
■  •  / 

Washington,  D.  C. 

-Q.9 

0.1 

-1.1 

-0  ,1+ 

1.2 

!  -2.1 

!  0.4 

i 

,  w- 

;  -0,1 

*  »  .  * 

Wichita, -Kons.  .  ..<•  ; 

;:0,3 

0.7 

■6.2 

0.1 

.1  k'5 

-3.5 

1  r  \  .  • 

I  v_‘ 

1 

0.1 

!  1.6 

W in  stoii" Salem*  N .  rC . 

- i - i-, - — 1 : 

O.i-l 

a 

■  - 

'  G 

. 

1.  '■  ...J,..,., 

;  0.1 

•  *  « 

0  - 

»  4 

!  ; 

0.2 

!•  2.2 

1 

i  - 

0 

! 

j ; 

<  0- !  : 

*‘  So 4  gorierai  explanation  of  table  c  on ’page  2 . 
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TABLE  7  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  AMD  PERCENT  CHANCES  TO  OCTOBER  16,  3,945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITES 


Indexes  i 
(1935-30=100. 0) 


Percent  change  to  Oot.  16,  1945  from 


City 

pet.  16 

Sept.  18 

Sept. 18 

rH 

• 

-P 

O 

O 

May  18 

May  12 

Jan.  14 

!  Aug.  15 

1945 

.lJ 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

j  1939 

*  * 

“Hold 

|  Month 

, 

This 

Last 

Last 

• ’  Year 

the 

"Little 

Before 

* 

Month 

Month 

Month 

‘  Ago 

Lino*1 

GMPR 

Steal" 

N  •  •  / 

O  /.V. 

War  in 

* 

*  * 

£//  A 
-  » 

Eurone 

*  ■'* 

AVERAGE 

139.3 

139.4 

-0.1 

1 

2.1 

’-2.6 

14.6 

»  • 

42  •  4 

49.0 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

140. 5 

141.5 

i  -p.n 

2.6 

'-1.7 

16.7 

49;0  ' 

51.9 

Baltimore,  Md.  . 

147.5 

use 

I  -0..4 

3.9 

-3.3 

17.2 

50.7 

55.8 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

144.$ 

144,1 .. 

oa 

3.4 

2.5 

19.7  • 

50.2 

59.0 

Boston,  Mass. 

13,3.3 

133  ..4 

-0,1 

■'  1.7 

-3.5 

12.7 

40.0 

4-2.6 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

136.4 

136.0 

0.3 

0.7 

'-5.7 

12,4 

41.3 

46.4 

Buffalo, -N.  Y.  [ 

135.6 

135.3 

'0.2 

0.7 

-8.3 

8.3’ 

35.3 

43.5 

Butto,  Mont. 

1.36.7 

137,7. 

-0.7 

$.7 

'-1*2 

12.5 

38.5 

45 . 3 

Codar  Rapids,  Iowa  2j  , 

•142.2 

142.9 

-0.5 

2.4 

-1.5 

14.8 

48. 3 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

139.4 

139.5. 

1  7O.1 

3.6  • 

-0.6 

13.1’ 

'  45.4 

46.6 

Chicago,  Ill. 

137.8 

137.5 

0.2 

1.5 

-2.3 

13.2 

40:-3 

49.3 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

139.0 

138.2 

.0.6 

4.2 

0,5 

13.6 

44.0 

53.8 

file vo land ,  Ohi o 

143.3 

142.7 

.0.4 

1.0 

-0  1 

15.5' 

44.5 

53.1 

Columbus,  Ohio- 

132.6. 

132*5- 

;.oa  J 

.  3.0 

0 

-!&•  / 

11.8 

'42,0 

50.5 

Dallas,  T'ox. 

137.1 

137*6 

rO,  4 

.  3.9 

-0. 8 

17.4’ 

49.5 

Donvor,  Colo, 

138.0  - 

136.1 

*1.4 

1.3  ' 

-4. 0 

> 

12,3; 

45 . 6 

48.9 

Detroit,  Mich. 

136.4 

136.8 

-0.3 

2  7 

Q 

11.4 

40.6 

50.6 

Fall  Rivor,  Mass. 
Houston,  Tex. 

132.8 

139.7 

132.4 
ho.  5 

0.3 

-0.6 

1,2 

2.3 

£ 

>  •  V 

-2.8 

9.9 

11.0 

36.2 

36.2 

qo  9 
.  */  /  • 

42.8 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

136.0 

136.  C 

0 

2.5 

-3.0 

8.8 

-->r\  c 
“O  .  0 

49.9 

Jackson,  Miss. 

150.0 

151.2 

-0.8 

0.5 

-2.0 

16.9 

42.5 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

149.0 

151.9 

-1 . 9 

2.0 

-1.7 

17.0 

50.8 

55.5 

Kansas  City,  Ho. 

T  ^0  9 

J..  a  / 

132.8 

0.1 

2.5 

-3.6 

11.9 

43.8 

45.2 

Knoxville,  Term.  J }/ 

7  6“«  1 

160.8 

0.2 

3.1 

2.9 

23.0 

65.9 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

138.3 

139.3 

-0.7 

2.1 

-2 . 5 

12.3 

44.7 

47.1 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

147.2 

147.2 

0 

2.9 

0.7 

14.9 

44.6 

55.6 

Louisville,  Ky. 

133.5 

i 

133.5 

0 

1.9 

-5.7 

8.9 

39.8 

45.0 

Manchester,  N.  H, 

134.6 

134.9 

-0.2 

0.9 

-5.4 

8, 5 

39.3 

41.8 

Memphis,  Tonn. 

148.6 

148.1 

0.3 

2.6 

-1.0 

20.3 

57.7 

65,7 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 

137.4 

137.8 

-0.3 

“T  O 

1  •  _? 

14.7 

43.3 

50.8 

Mi nnoap oils ,  Minn . 

132.6 

132.6 

0 

1.7 

-0  •  » 

9.7 

33.9 

39.6 

Mobile,  Ala. 

148.1 

148.9 

-0.5 

1.9 

-1  .2 

16.8 

51.3 

55.1 

Newark,  N.  J. 

141.0 

140.7 

0.2 

1.6 

-1.0 

1 6 . 6 

42.7 

47.5 

Now  Haven,  Conn. 

135.5 

135.7 

-0.1 

-0.1 

-7.0 

12.4 

4-1 . 6 

/a.  6 

New  Orleans,  La. 

154.4  1 

155.7 

-0. 8 

2.5  | 

T  0 

19.7 

51.5 

58.2 

Now  York,  N,  Y. 

139.5  ! 

139.7 

-0.1 

1.7  I 

-0  7 

18.2 

40.2 

45.6 

For  footnotes,  sec  page 
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TABLE  7  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 
FROM  SPECIFIER)  DATES 


PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
TO  OCTOBER  16,  1945 
,  BY  CITIES 


Pago  11 
October  1945 


Indexes 

1(1935-39=100.0) 

Percent  change  to  Oct.  16, 

1945  from 

Oct.  16 

Sopt.  18 

Sopt. 18 

Oct.  17 

May  18 

May  12 

Jan,  14 

Aug. 15 

City 

1945 

1945 

19a- 5 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1939 

•  ;  • 

"Hold 

Month 

This 

Last 

,  Last 

Year 

the 

GMPR 

"Little 

Steel" 

Before 

Month 

Month 

Month 

Ago 

I.-inc  " 

* 

2/* 

War  in 

' 

.1/ 

-X- 

Europe 

Norfolk,  -Va, 

i 

144.3 

144.1 

— 

0.1 

2.5 

-5.9 

14.4 

50. 6 

54.2 

Omaha,  Nobr*- 

131.1 

•131.1  • 

0 

r\ 

U»:o 

-4.9 

9.3 

33.9 

42.0 

Peoria,  Ill. 

r145.5 

145 . 6 

-C.l 

4.0 

-2.2 

12.  .8 

47.0 

55.8 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

3  37.2 

137.6 

-0.3 

2.8 

-  3 « 3 

14.9 

44.4 

47.5 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

140.0 

■  139.6 

0.3  „ 

2.5 

-1.7 

15.3 

42,9 

51.4 

Portland,  Maine 

133.0 

•  133.1 

-0.1 

-0.6 

-5 .2 

9.3 

39,6 

30.7 

Portland,  Orcg. 

149.7 

149.3 

0.3 

2 

|  K. 

-2  e  5 

11.3 

47.2 

55.8 

Providence,  R,  I, 

139.1 

140.0 

-0, 6 

3.3 

-1.3 

13.9 

/  /  / 
ii  *  4-  .  i}- 

4-3. 5 

Richmond,  Va, 

137.7 

138,5 

-0.4, 

O  *  O 

-2.7 

13.9 

47.0 

/q  a 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

134.7 

i  34. 9 

-C.l. 

1 . 7 

"3  r.; 

— .3 .  J 

10.1 

34.8 

45.9 

St.  Louis,  Mo, 

141.4 

• 

141.4 

0  . 

*  ■*  •  .  ' 

-2.3 

14.2 

4,2.5 

50.7 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

131.4 

131.5 

-0.1 

2.4 

-2.5 

10.7 

33.3 

39.3 

Salt-  Lake  City,  Utah 

144.5 

143.4 

0  '  ’J 

2.3 

-0.1 

16,3 

43. 2 

52.7 

'San  Francisco,  .Calif* 

147.9 

147.3 

0.4 

1.9 

-0.1 

17.8 

48.5 

57.7 

Savannah,  Ga.  , 

155.4' 

* 

157.2 

-1.1 

3.0 
'  ». 

1.0 

19.3 

54.6 

6‘0. 7 

Scranton,  Pa. 

13-3.7 

]  O  Q  C 

-L->  s  •  O 

-0. 4 

,0  -.4 

-6. 5 

14.6 

)  0  q 

50.6 

Seattle,  Nash, 

142.7 

144.2 

-l.p 

-0*4 

-5.1 

9.9 

41.3 

51.0 

Springfield,  Ill. 

145.0 

144.-7 

0.2 

!  2.8 

-0  ! 

13.3 

50.7 

54.1 

Washington,  D.  C. 

140.2 

141.5 

-0.9 

-1 . 6 

16.2 

43.5 

49.0 

‘  Wichita,  -Kans*  3 / 

143.3 

143.7 

-0.3 

:  1,0 

-1.6 

15.0 

52.6 

..  _ 

Wins ton -Salem,  N.  C.  2/142.6 

— - i - i — 

142,0 

-  ‘ 

0*4/ 

i  0.  4 
. 

1.9 

19.5 

go  0 

-- 

*  Seo  gonoTcil  explanations  of  tables  on  cage  2. 
i/  Preliminary.- 

2 /  The  “Little  Stool”  wage  formula  applies,  to  Jan.  1,  1941.  Jan,  14,  1941  is  tho 
nearest  date,  for  which  data  on  -retail  prices;  of  individual  foods  have  boon 
computed,  _ 

1/  Juno  1940  equals  100, 
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TABLE  3  -  RETAIL  FOOD 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  BERGEN' 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES 


PRICES 


IN  LARGE 


CHANGES 


LA  i 
TO 


OCT. 


CITIES* 

16,  1945 


FOR 


INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


•  Percent  c.ha nge__ to  Oct,  lo.  1945  Trom 


Commodity 

Average 

Prices 

Sept. 18 
1945 

Oct.  17 
1944 

May  lo 

1943 

May  12 
1942 

Jan.  14 
1941 

Aug, 15 
1939 

n  Hold 

"Little 

Steel" 

y  * 

Month 

Oct,  lo 
1945 

Las  t 
Month 

Year 

Ago 

the 

t  pn 

Li  UJ 

•* 

GMPR 

-x- 

Before 
War  in 
Europe 

(Gents ) 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS: 

Cereals : 

Flour,  wheat 

10  lb. 

64.1 

-  0.2 

0.0 

.  5.4 

24.2 

r  /  ft 

79.1 

Macaroni 

lb. 

15.7 

...  o 

0 

<40 

10.6 

13  •  3 

12.1 

Wheat  cereal  2/ 

23  os. 

23.4 

-  0.4 

0.9 

-  1*3 

-  2.9 

-  0.4 

-  3.3 

Corn  flakes 

3  os. 

A  n 

0 

3.1 

-  1.5 

-  6.9 

-  5.6 

-  4. 3 

Corn  meal 

lb. 

6.5 

0 

•  1.6 

16.1 

33.3 

54.3 

62.5 

Rice  2/ 

m 

12.7 

-  0.8 

-  0.3 

0 

3.3 

60,3 

69.3 

Rolled  oats 

it 

10.4 

0 

3.0 

•19.5 

20.9 

46.5 

46.5 

Flour,  pancake  2/ 
Bakery  products: 

20  .os , 

1  7  K 

0 

1.6 

17.0 

3/ 

1/ 

2 

Bread,  white 

lb. 

3.3 

.  0 

0 

-1.1 

1.1 

12.3 

12.3 

Bread,  whole  wheat 

it 

9.6 

0 

0 

•-  2.0 

1.1 

10.3 

9.1 

Bread ,  rye 

ti 

9.9 

.  0 

0 

0 

•  2.1 

10.0 

7.6 

Vanilla  cookies 

1! 

29.1 

1.4 

3.2 

,  0 

*  5.1 

15.9 

1/ 

Soda  crackers 

11 

13.-9 

;  ,  0 

0 

6.2 

ICO 

^ 

26.0 

2.1.1 

MEATS : 

•  * 

Beef : . 

' 

Round  steak' 

lb. 

40.9 

-  0.2 

0.5 

-12.6 

-  7.5 

6 . 0 

12.4 

Rib  roast 

ii 

.33.1 

0 

0.3 

-12.2 

-  2.6 

5.1 

14. 5 

Chuck  roast  '  . 

it  ■ 

'28.4 

0.4 

0 

-10.7 

-  1.7 

12.7 

26,2 

Stew  meat  2/ 

ii 

29.9 

0.3 

-  2.3 

-14.6- 

1/ 

1/ 

^  / 

2/ 

Liver 

ti 

37.2- 

0.3 

-  0.3 

-  0.3 

1/ 

0  / 

0  f 

1/ 

Hamburger 

ti 

27  2 

-  0.4 

-  0.7 

-15.2 

■  1/ 

* 

3/ 

3/ 

Veal:  < 

> 

• 

Cutlets 

it 

44.5  ■ 

0  2  '\ 

-  0.2 

-13.3 

-17.0 

-  1.5 

4.  1 

Roast,  boned  and  r 
Pork:  - 

oiled  2/" 

-  35.1  • 

1  0  - 

> 

-  2.2  . 

-  6.9 

3/ 

0  / 

21 

2/ 

Chops. 

ii 

37.2-. 

0 

0 

-11.2 

-13.9 

27,3 

20.4 

Bacon,  .sliced 

ii 

41.2 

0 

0.7 

-  9.8 

;  ft 

•  0 

36.9 

35.5 

Ham,  sliced 

it 

, 

49 . 4 

0 

-  1.2 

-16.7 

-16,0 

9,5 

6.5 

Ham,  whole 

ti 

34. 7 

0.9 

-  1.4 

-12.8 

-  8,2 

3^.4 

26.6 

Salt  pork 

it 

22.0 

0 

-  1.3 

-10.9 

-  8,3 

31.7 

42.9 

Livpr  2 /  ^  ' 

'  ii 

22.1 

-  0.5 

0.5 

-  6,4 

•  2 

2, 

i/ 

Sausage  2/ 

it 

33.7 

C 

0.5 

1.0 

■3/ 

2 

2/ 

Bologna,  big  2 / 

ti 

34.0 

0 

-  0.6 

0,6 

1/ 

3/ 

2 

Lamb: 

Leg 

ii 

40  0  4 

-  0.2 

1.3 

-  3.3 

19.5 

45.3 

46.4 

Rib  chops 

it 

1 

/  q  Q 

0,2 

i 

1 

1.5 

-  c  n 

11.1 

31.1 

25.1 

y 


For  footnotes 


see  page 


October  1945 


TABLE  S  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
A VERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  CPIANGES  .  TO  OCT.  16,  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES ,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


Commodity 


MEATS:  (Continued) 

Poultry:  ( 

Roasting  chickens’  U  lb. 

Fish: 

Fish* (fresh,  ‘frozen)  Q  lb. 
Salmon,  pink’  .  l6  02.  can 
Salmon,  red  2 /  '» 


DAIRY  PRODUCTS:  "  '  ' 

Butter 
Cheese 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered) 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery) 

evaporated  14 J  02,  can 


lb. 

ti 

qt. 

u 


EGGS: 

Eggs,  fresh  ij 


doz. 


FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES:  ‘ 

Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables: 
Fresh  fruits: 

Apples 
Barminas  ■ 

Oranges  ■ 

Grapefruit  2/ 

Fresh  vegetables.: 

Beans ,  green 
Cabbage 
Carrots 
Lettuce 
Onions 
Potatoes 
Spinach 
S wee tpota toes 
Beets  2/  ‘  __ 

tanned  fruits  arid  vegetables: 
Canned  .fruits  £ 

Peaches  #2-g-  can 

Pineapple  „  •» 

Grapefruit  juice  #2  can 


lb. 

11 

,  \ 

doz, 

ea#i 

►  lb. 

II 

« 

•  bench 
..  head' 

i  « 

lb. 
15  lb. 

.  ,1b. 

ti  * 

bunch 


Average 
Prices 
Oct.  16 
1945 


(Cents) 


46.1 

1/ 

23.0 
40' .  2 


49.9 

35.7 

15.6 


Sent, 18 


Percent  change  to  Oct,  16,1945  Or oin 


Oct,  17 


Las  t 
Month 


-  2.3 

0.7 

-  1.3 

o.e 


0.2 

C.3 

0 


Ago 


May  IS 

1241 


“Hold 
the 
Line” 

* 


1.6 

8.6 

0 

1.7 


0 

1.1 

0 


3.2 

11.6 

•  4.2 
■  2.9 


■10.3 

■'7.0 

0 


May  12 1  Jan.  14 

1242 


1  o  /o 


GMFR 

* 


"Little 

Steel" 

1/  * 


Aug. 15 
oac 


Month 
Before 
Mar  in 

ijirope . 


14. 5 

0 

0 

0.7 

7.4. 

21.8 

>  -1-  •  1  ' 

10.0 

0 

0 

-  1.0 

14.9 

40.8 

43.3 

65.7 

'  0.9 

* 

3.6 

*  Q 

% 

30.5 

60.7 

90. 5 

104. 5 

13.6 

« 

2.3 

33.8 

5.4 

31.3 

:  -161.5  . 

209.1 

10.4 

-  1.0. 

-  6.3. 

-U.l 

-13,3 

r  r-t  £ 

^  1  • 

■70. 5 

51.2 

-  0,3 

3.2 

-21,3 

63 . 1 

<5*7  A 
°  <  »  .> 

82.5 

.10,0 

-11.5. 

3,7 

0 

f  ft  -u 

53.7 

2/ 

'1/ 

37,0 

7.6; 

15.6 

-  2.3 

26,9 

21.4 

136.1 

4.3 

-  5.9 

'2.1 

-58.3 

£  ri 
O,  l 

41.2 

23.1 

9.0 

1.1 

1.1 

9.8 

a  6  > 

50.0 

95.7 

12,2 

0.3  . 

0 

-26.1 

9  O  /I 

45.2 

/  a;  9 
H*-'  • 

6.6 

-  2.9 

37.5 

-23.3 

-  2.9 

33.3 

33.3 

62.0 

0,2 

-  7,6 

-33.0 

17.0 

112,3 

80.2 

11.1 

■f 

..  ia.i 

-  2.6 

-  4,3 

50.0 

52 , 1 

42.3 

7.7- 

-10.5  . 

-  3.. 5, 

-57.0 

/  0  A 

*5/.  0 

40.0 

8.2- 

» 

1  9* 

_L  9  /- 

* 

4 

7^? 

-29.3 

i/ 

i/' 

1/ 

27.5 

0.7 

-  1.1 

3.8 

18,0 

66.7 

60,8 

26,3 

0 

-  4.4 

-  8.4 

-  3.0 

25.8 

0  4;  O 
•  -r . 

14. 5 
.  L 

0  ! 

•  0.7 

3.6 

48.0 

y 

U 

34.3 

56.5 

5.5 

0.5 


9.2 

5.0 

4.7 


cf,  n 
9'-'.  I 


93.2 
46,5 

52.3 


31.3 
32.2 
2C ,  0 


61.0 


128,0 

73.7 

74.0 


62.5 

44. 5 
30.0 


For  footnotes,  sec  page  ' 
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™  8  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  URGE  CITIffi- 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AMD  PERCENT  CHiHGES  TO  OCT.  16  194*; 
i'xtOf:  SPECIFIED  DATES ,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


Commodity 


FRUIIS  4KD  VSGEE.J3LES;  (Cont'd) 
Canned  vegetables : 

Beans,  green 
‘Corn 
Peas 

Tomatoes 
Soup,  vegetable 2/  11  03.  can 
Dried  fruits  and  vegetables: 
Dried  fruits: 

Prunes 

Dr  fed  vegetables:  , 

Niivy  beans 
Soup,  dehydrated • 
chicken  noodle  2j 


BEVERAGES : 

Coffee 
•  Tea 

Cocoa  2 / 

FATS  AND  OIIS : 

Lard 

Shortening  ether  than  lard: 

•  In  cartons  pa 

>  In  other  containers  *  *' 

Salad  dressing 

Oleomargarine  .  ,  -  pp. 

Peanut  butter  •  .  u* 

Oil,  cooking  or  salad  2/  nint 

SUGAR  AND  S TESTS : 

Sugar 
Corn  sirup 

esses  2 


Apple  butter  2 / 


A  ?y°ral  0XPT:' nation  of  fc-blos  on  pago  2.  . 

1/  The  Little  Stool"  wngo  formula  implies  ’ to  J-'n  1  io/i  j,r,  ,  iq/i  -  iu 
nearest-  dMn  i  a  p;  u,*n*  •  ±f  J-v4i.  14,  1941  is  the 

computed.  f  r?CRl1  pricos  • individual  foods  have  boon 

2/  Not  included  in  the  index. 

^ J  Not  priced  m  carl  j  er  od  c  /  r*  .  ,  , 

//  Poro-rit  /%  l  5  17  V  Composite  price  not  commuted, 

percent  change  computed  on  the  index. 


Page  3 


November  1( 


TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE -INCOME  FA? 'I LIES 
x'OR  U AtCE  CITIES  COMPILED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


»  m  *• 

j  rJov. 

[0241. 

Qot. 

1945 

Nov. 

1944 

May  \  May 
arAo  *  leA<: 

Jan,  |  Aug.  ... 
l'-41  1  1939 

5  j 

Group  ..  !  This 

I  Honth 

- _ ! _ i 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

J 

"Hold  j 

iho  j  GMPR 
Line)*  j  * 

J,J 

j  Month 
"Littlp  Before 
Stool"  War  in 
*  Europe 

I  nd  oxo  s  ,  1935-39=  100.0 


ALL  ITEMS 
Food 


m 


loth 
Rant 


-ng 


Gas  ?:  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ico 
K  ous  o  .7  irn  i  s  Rings 
Mi s  calls na ous 


ALL  ITEMS 
Food 
Clothing 
Rent  1 / 

Fuel,  alj ctri city  & 
Gas  7  electricity 
Otb.gr  foals  &  ico 
K ous a  f urnis hi ngs 
I’  a  s  c  a  1  la  n  a  ous 


•  129.2 

.  123.9 

126.6 

125.1 

116.0 

100.8 

98.6 

•  140.1 

139.3 

136.5 

143.0 

171.6 

77.6 

93.5 

143. 4 

148.3 

142.1 

127.9 

126.7 

101.2 

100.3 

— 

— 

— 

100,0 

109.9 

105.0 

106.3 

ico  *  110,5 

110.6 

109.9 

107. 6 

1CA.9 

100.8 

97.5 

94.6 

or  n 
r  ^  ^ 

95.6 

96.1 

96.6 

97.5 

99.0 

125.3 

125.7 

123.6 

118.7 

112.9 

1  0/ .  0 

96.3 

•  147.1 

146,6 

1/1.7 

125.1 

1  O  O  O 

100.2 

100.6 

1%.4 

124.  'j 

122,9 

115.3 

110.9 

■*  /-\-l  •  K 

•i.0.1  .  1..’ 

100.4 

*  Percent  Change 

to  Nov.) 

moor  1< 

?4£ 

* 

A  O 
v.-  •  A' 

2.1 

a  a 

11.4 

28.2 

31.0 

i 

0.6 

0  A 

_o  0 

15.2 

43.5 

49.8 

* 

0.1 

/  /, 

16.0 

3  7.6 

66.6 

48.0 

*  —  — 

•V  ** 

— 

0,3 

-1, 5 

-  1 

^ 

3.8 

ico  * 

-0.1 

0.5 

2.7 

»-*  r*. 

o.a 

Q  A 

13.3 

-- 

-0.4 

-1 . 3 

— »  / 
-j.  .  0 

-2.1  ’ 

-3. 0 

-4.4 

4  — 

0.1 

1.5' 

6.0 

11.4 

21,0 

30.6 

*  - 

0.3 

O  f** 

j>.o 

17,6 

20.4 

46 . 6 

46.2 

« 

-0.1 

1  O 
--  • 

7.9 

12*2  ■ 

22.-2 

0  0  q 

.  7 

Soo 


1/  Percent  change  to  September 


xplsu nation  of  tables  on  page  2. 
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-1-  i 


I 
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TABLE 


•  COI^S JliLI-S !  .•  PUI03  INDEX  FOR  *j&r;CE:  CITIES 
.  PELOLM  T  C.40H2S  I',..  NOvdieEl l  194$  - 


specified  dates,  jy..ci: 


•  t  * 


N 


Ciny 


/ 


A VERA BE 

Baltimore,  Kcl, 

Einain  ux-.i,  ‘Ala* 
Boston,  Lass,: 

•n,,  1 

-v9  a.  Ct.i.  -  ^  a  •  ♦ 

Chicago,  Ill, 

C in  o inna  ti,  Old.  o 
Cleveland,  Ohio* 
Denver,  Colo, 
Detroit,  Mich, 
Houston,  Tex, 

X  f  •  * 

Ivans 'as  City,'  Mo, 

Los  Angeles,  Calif,' 
Minneapolis /  I  linn,  ' 
Lev:  York,  N,  I, 
Philadelphia,  Pa, 

Pitts bur pH,  Pa, 

St.  Louis,  lie, 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 
S  av anna  a ,  la , 
Seattle,  Las':.., 

Was hington ,  D ,  G , 


•  . 


Oct,  j 

• 

•1  i  C  7  ,  1 

May  ! 

7\  r 

nay 

- 

Jan, 

Aug, 

194S.  j. 

3944  i 

1943  | 

1942 

1  O  /  1 

~L.  ;■  -•  e 

1939 

.  i 

Last. . | 

Month  , 

i 

Yee.r.  ! 
... - 

A^Q  | 

"Mold  ! 

S*-\  +-G  I 
Line”  I 

GHPR 

!1  Little 
Steel'1 

1  J-.  i 

Beflore 
V/nr  in 

■  •  •  '  » 

•  i 

* 

-i- 

■/v* 

tv 

. 

Europe 

0 

V3,b 

2.1 

3.3 

11*4  , 

'V  3*  O 
.-..o , 

31.0; 

-0,2 

1.3 

2.7 

11.4 

*  r\ 

^  ^ 

U  / 

9..-  .4- 

-0,2- 

1.0 

-  / 

^  •  J 

12.0 

30.0 

0/  Cl 

0.1 

1.3 

1.9 

G  O 
/  •  y 

25.7 

■  20.3 

e.  5 

2.1 

0.4 

’  7,3. 

of,  0 
^  •  ✓ 

31.3 

-0,2 

1.1 

2  9 

9,3 

25,6 

✓  3;  :  . 

y 

1/ 

p 

y 

y 

0,1 

1.1 

3.0 

10.9 

2p ,  2 

o~'  r 

0 

.1.1 

*T  -> 

..  ......  ,4—  •  **' 

9.6 

26.7 

O; c 
a-o.  e 

0.3 

1.  1 

•  — 

3.0 

lo ,  4 

29.0 

33.1 

-0,1  .... 

2.6 

'  2.3 

9.5 

34.7 

9f  O 

O  2 

0  4: 
*-♦  ? 

3.9 

29.4 

29  •  1 

0.5  - 

3.0 

5.5 

11.4 

•23 . 5 

32.0 

0.3 

2.1 

3.0 

S'* 3-  • 

O '  'p 

~3  •  9 

25.9 

0.7 

2.3 

/ 

Xf .  J 

14.9 

on  e 
nv; ,  9 

3-1*5 

0  a 

'O  <1 

9C,  1 
.  •  — 

31.0 

<'-.0 

•  'D 

-L~#  / 

0.1 

2.5 

/  0 
‘--r#  ^ 

12,3 

20.6 

e;>  2 

-0,2 

1.4 

2.2  . 

..  9.6  . 

.  25.4 

OO  O 

X  0  ^  - 

1.1 

2,1 

4.9 

14.3 

32.0 

35.3 

0.2 

<■*  ^ 

4.5 

3-4.0 

o>  •;  Q  . 

J  •  S 

3m.  S 

C.7 

i  0 

?  r 

J 

9.6 

Of)  1 

32.4 

0.4 

3,0 

4.  t 

12.7 

Of '  / 

#  -  r 

31.1 

*  Soe  general  jx-lanation  of  tables  on  page  2, 

1/  Dana  not  available. 
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Indexes,  1935-39  2  100.0 


AvARAGS 


ii  J_  *1  j  ’jSI  ,  ‘or -:i  . 

Baltimore,  ma. 
Birmingham ,  Ala. 
Boston, 

Buffalo,  , 
Chicago,  Ill. 


tt 


Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Clo ve land ,  Ohi o 
Denver,  Colo. 
Detroit,  ilicl. 
Houston,  Tax. 
Indianapolis ,  In: 


Jacks  onville ,  Ala . 


Bans as  ban 


0  ) 


1-0, 


nos  Angelos,  Cali:-?. 
Manchester,  Ik  II, 
Memphis ,  Tonn. 
Milwaukee,  'lie . 


Minneapolis ,  Minn, 


Motile,  Ala, 
Now  Or loan 


>j,  a- a. 

.7  V 


New  fork,  IT.  x. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Ph  i  lade  1  ohi  a ,  ?  a , 


Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Per  bland ,  Maine 
Portland,  Grog. 
Richmond .  va. 


q-f- 

O  u , 


J--OU13 


10  4 


San  1'r  ancis  c  o , 


a- 1 4  ■ 

Oi 


Savannah,  ha, 
Scranton,  Pa. 
Seattle,  This 
Washington-,  D. 


u, 


All 
j  Items 

♦ 

Food 

Clothing 

Fuel, 

Electric- 

nous 0- 
}  furnish- 

I  cel — 
lane cue 

4 -  . 

ity  h  Ico 

in  as 

j 

i  129.2 

i 

140  0 1 

i 

*1  /  / 

110.5 

147.1 

124.4 

i  j 

!  141.0 

«.  — 

115.3 

. 

tom. 

;  1  w  1  7 

147.5 

1-3.0 

111.3 

147,0 

'  123.0 

1  ‘j  m  0 

|  143 • e 

145.1 

1C  7, 6 

140.4 

121 .3  . 

t  ■'h  /  \ 

133.8 

-2.‘;.0  .  U 

lib.  4 

140,3 

119.1 

12°  3 

135.7 

•  /  O  O 

-*Av  •  ../ 

104.1 

147.0 

1  at  / 

/  •  J 

137.0 

T  /  •’  Cl 

106.6 

134.9 

121.3 

1/ 

137.7 

1  / 

4=.' 

107.7 

1/ 

1/ 

131.0 

143.3 

1 4  '■  n 

113.0 

147.6 

*.  •' )  'g  r 

9  m 

126,7 

137.9 

136.7 

97.3 

1  '  1  O 

J,'-  L  • 

■»  i  — 

L-  .0 

131.1 

137. 5 

14't.o 

1  m  t  / 

-LX/*,.  J 

156.4 

131.2 

127.2 

139.5 

340.7 

Q1  1 

•145.3 

125.5 

* 

136.3 

• 

— 

113.7 

— 

— 

1  ,’0  -7 

/  #  ^9 

117.4 

127.3 

133.6 

1 1 7  / 

-i*» 1  %  .  — 

Ij-2.  3 

141.6 

126.7 

1  V'  7 

l49  •  2 

i/e.C 

09  4 

y  J 

143,5 

1 21 

J  "*"*  ! 

•1  0  •:  i 

-i. 

j  Oh  f 
•  /> 

1 

t  >  0  a 

^u--.  *-> 

—  - 

106 . 6 

MB  0*0 

} 

1^7  3 

/ 

—  M 

111.  5 

- 

— 

— 

4 

1  0  r  p* 

-  ; 

f 

133.7 

1  /  3  U 

164.2 

*  L4.4 

123.3 

—  ! 

144.4 

103.5 

— 

— 

153.2  j 

102.9 

— 

M  M 

1 — 1 

Co 

0 

• 

to 

7  J  1  -7 

‘  i 

156.1 

U3. 5  j 

139.4 

125,7 

\ 

1/4.3  ! 

-  ! 

120. 5 

1 9P;  ?  ! 

U.<vV  •  -u  1 

| 

U..9  i 

1 

! 

149.0 

113.4 

146.5 

120.4, 

13C.1  | 

( 

']  do  7  1 

170.5 

112.1 

143.9 

lO.u 

j 

*  ! 

13U  Q  1 

— 

113.4 

— 

— 

1  - 1  /  j 

am* 

120.5 

*  .  — 

— 

"" ""  i 

1  q*7  » 

-  j 

1 

109.9 

•am  mmt 

126.7  i 

141.4 

“>  /  '7  r>  ; 

/  1 

104.3 

129.0 

120.0 

134.4  j 

1  fl  r~ 

Io-l.7  i 
! 

1  /  '7  1 

w* /  ! 

92.9 

131.2 

133.1 

137.8  ! 

155.6 

♦»  r  r--»  t 

347.1 

113.2 

~  r  -\ 

>.  0 

129.9 

139.5 

117  n 

—  — 

•*» 

1 

TOO  i 

■-f -•  -  j 

iv  -■ .  J 

-u:^.  /  .  2  • 

104.  - 

"i  !  >,  O 

.1.32, 2 

!  OQ  7>  i 

,  i 

- - - L. 

*1  f  r-  "  1 

■4v-'  •  •- 

! 

_  1 

142.3  1 
> 

1 

111,1  1 

- — L 

144.3 

1 

129.7 

1/  Data  net  available. 
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PEI 


CGeSTMEBS’  PAIGE  lidEX  FOri  LaA-E  CITIES1 
1CEHT  CADGES  BY  CaOUPS, 

,/-i  m/Y 


r^TOTTrC 
•uJ.  Xj-aD 


JH  GCT0PE4,  1945  TO  I:  OPPOSE,  1945 


'  !  -  City  '  ! 

-  .  i. 

— 

All  1 

T  .*  rj  i 

J-  L>  £;uo  | 

Food 

!. 

Clothing 

..  . 

Fuel, 
Elec tric¬ 
ity  A  Ico 

*7  — - 

luAJSu— 

*•>  •  1  i 

xurni3.-i- 

inos 

Ills  col— 
l.-.neous 

......  ,  A . 

- . --4' 

•  ri  T  V* 

•  pi  pi  • 

.. ... , . ! 

A  ir,T»7B  f  '*TP 

A  w  ..  Jx  U'A.  -.  Vill 

i 

i 

' 

‘  i")  o 

U,  fc- 

0.6 

0.1 

-0.1 

0.3 

-0.1 

1 

1 

1 

0,4 

-0,1 

— 

Baltimore,  Mdi ' 

,  l 

-0.2 

o  • 

-1.6' 

0 

o.i  • 

0 

Birmingham,  ilia. 

• 

-0.2 

-C.3 

0 

0 

c.’i 

-0.1 

Boston,  Hass 

•  i 

0,-1 

0,4 

-0.-5 

0 

*0.2 

0 

Buffalo,  1.  5. 

i 

t 

0.-5  |  0.8 

. 

i  '•  i 

-  •  • 

0.7 

o 

0 

Chicago,  Ill, 

• 

•  ! 

t 

1 

-C.-2  i  0* 

0 

0.1 

n  .1 

O#  4. 

_n  o 

Cincinnat i ,  Chi o 

i 

1 

1/  ;  -C.9 

iJ 

0 

I / 

Cio vo land ,  Ohi b 

| 

0.1 

e.3 

-0.54 

0 

P  .  / 
w  •  / 

0 

Denver,  Colo,' 

*  ! 

0 

-0.1 

1 

0 

/*> 

\J  A  A. 

0 

Detroit,  Hie’’, 

. 

\j .  * 

n  • 

0.G 

0.1 

-0.1 

0  • 

0.1 

HOLtE?  oUi'.  ^ 

-C  •  1 

»■  • 

>  >  ^  m 

-0.4 

0 

0  ■ 

0.1 

Indiana .) o  lis ,  Ind , 

i 

<  1 

M  Ml 

0.2 

! 

0.1 

. 

m  r» 

Jacks onvi  Ho ,  Fla, 

0.3 

0 

• 

Kansas'  City,  l-to. 

*%  ^ 
w#/l 

’1 

-O.ti 

:  .  0 

C.3 

0 

Los  Angolas,  ’Calif, 

9*5 

1.4 

f>  ,  o 

•*  J 

0 

•0.1  • 

0 

Manchester,  A.  *1, 

Ml  mi 

1.1 

wm 

-0.1  . 

/ ' 

. 

mm  mm 

. 

Me  vxLis ,  Turn. 

* 

0.1 

— 

0 

■  — 

— 

Mi  Inauko  o ,  T is , 

— 

0.3 

0 

•••* 

> 

’ 

Minneapolis ,  1  .’inn. 

0.3 

.  0.0 

( 

0 

■  0  1 

0.3 

0 

Mobile ,  Ala,  ’ 

, 

-- 

0.2 

i  — * 

-0*  1 

Fra:  Orleans,  1.:., 

* 

r\  p 

•  - 

0  1 

.  u. 

-— 

mmmm 

Hoy/  York,  F.  1," 

0.7 

*1  / 
X#E> 

••  r\  " 

-•  •  *+ 

-l.r 

,D  -  :* 

L0  j  • 

0 

Norfolk,  Va,  4 

* 

- 

c  * 

0  . 

— 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

0.2 

;  o.  5 

rs 

.  ° 

i  0 

f.  p  . 

S' 

t 

a  0  1 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

0.1 

-0  2 

r  ( 

0,o 

:  ■  o  . 

0.6 

r\  o 

a  , 

Portland,  ’  llaino 

0.7 

- 

-0.1 

Portland,  Crop, 

i  —  ■* 

1.1 

! 

i  0 

“** 

— 

Richm one,  Vo,*' 

1  «rw  MM 

0.1 

i 

!  -  0 

-- 

— 

O  -j  •  iLAjllXS  j  I— 

>  - 

!  -0.2 

1  0  • 

— 0 .  d . 

0 

0.9 

0 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

• 

;  i,i 

2.4 

0.0 

0 

. 

-0.2 

o- 

Savannah,  Ga, 

0.2 

1 

0.1 

0.9 

C 

0.3 

0 

Scranton,  Pa,* 

1 

i 

0,6 

i  - 

0 

Seattle,  .Task, 

•* 

<3 

■■  •  ■ 

I  1.6 

i  _p  9  "" 

!  0.1 

0.3 

■  ,-0.1 

das  hin  rooh ,  D ,  C , 

A. 

• 

-0  ./ 

•~5* 

' 

|  0.4 

* 

j  1.1 
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0 

Pt'3 

5 

0 

....  •  •  •  ■  • 

See  general  o;:p  Lana  t  ion  of '  tables 
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1944 
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'  a*°*2  j  Tags 
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"  !  1Z 
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•Month- 

■ 
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A  vo 

—  - . — 
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Lino" u 

G1PR 

. 
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Qv  *  il 

O  Ut  .  .  L 
*  2/  ' 

month 
Before 
Lh.r  in 
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ALL  FOODS 

Cereals  7  bakery  products 
Meats 

Beep  (0  veal 
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Chickens 


^  TTM  --  V  r> 
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Dairy  products 
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Fruits  &  vegetables 
'Frish 
'Canned 
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Be vo rapes 
Fats  deoils 
♦  Sugar  &  snoots 


Indexes,  1935  n  inoTo 

1  /  O  *! 

109. 1 


•»  O  "! 


136,.  1 


139,3 
109. 1 
131,0 

*  1  <X  0 

*.  J.O  p  *“w 

TIP  A 

A  '-X 

-.5/ 

aie.f 


136.5 

143,0 

121,6 

I0o,6 

107,6 

105,2 

129.7 

1.3 '4.3 

n  o  *  ^ 

-ua,  v 
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124, 1 

112,2 

125,5 

19  61  9 

1  y  1  4 

.L.*+.r-,0 


150,4  147,6 
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*4  v k*  •  3 


135.9  133.3  133,6  136.9 


ii 
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113,4 
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2,0 
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10. 
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'  ♦.  - 


192,1 
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156,7 

152, 1 

115.1 

by 

y  f 
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172,5 

160,7 
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124.7 

93 

131,9 

192,3 

167,6 

205,0 

130.0 

93 

1.30,4 

4  * 

130,4 
—  ✓  * 

129,6 
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VO  '  -i 

^  * 

91 

1  /  »»*  *♦ 
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'1  op  9 
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«.  •  ,  > 

'  «  ^ 

la./,,  9 

124.7 

13/  O 
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90.9 
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1  OA  x 
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> 
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95.3 

A 
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0 

0 

■s 
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0 
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0 
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.y 
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T1  1  *  *  1 1 

!  Fruits i  Bov- 

Fats 

Sugar 
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Eggs 
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er 
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Oils 
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Atlanta,  On, 

0.4 
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i  1  3 
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1  0.1 

0 

0 
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0 

•o . 
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2*.  5 

3.3 

-1.2 

-0.1 

0.1 

0.1 
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. -0.3 

.-0.3 

'  7-1.1 

0,0 

6.7 
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*0.1 

1.1 
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0 
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i 
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» 
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;  ri.o 
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0 
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-4.9 

0 
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0. 0 

Chicago,  Ill, 
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.. 

«  0.2 

-0.7 

1*9 

f 

4.0 

I 

-1.9 

1.7 
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0.1 
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Cincinnati,  Ohio  , 

: ‘-0,9 

* 

'  0 

■  0: 

*,  V 

1*B 
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-4.7 

i 

0 

0  9 

-0.4 

Cleveland ^  Ohio 

*  C.3 

‘  0 

-0.4 

2.-0 

!  0  0 

!  4.  • 

-0  ^ 

I  c 

1.0 

•  -C.l 

Columbus, .Ohio 

•0.3 
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♦ 

-0.R 

1,7 

?,  -1 

!  -0.7 
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0.5 

-0.1 

Dallas,  T.exas  *- 

‘-0.1 

,.n  1 

o  -l- 

y  A 

-*•  *  *'•; 
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-1.5 
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0 
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_  a.  i 

*  k/ 1  -i- 

-6.1 

2,*0 

\ 
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_o  0 

*  - 

0 

0.1 
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i  %  4  • 

Detroit,  Rich, 

* 

,  0.8 

n  o 

»  V 

_o  a 
- ...  — 

3  *  < 

• 

<• .  a 

0.7 

0 

. 

. 

U#  J- 

•  ; 

-0.7 
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1.1 

-0.1 

f ;  7 
•  •  * 

i  i 

- .  4 

T  O. 

**,  «  .  X  Mt.  ^  feA'lft 

n.  a 

1.7 

0 

0.2 

00 

Houston,  Texas 

.irfRl 

L 9-~. 

,  -0.:7> 

1  Q 

u  «  r 

-2,1 

0 

■  0.6 

0.2 

Indianapoli s ,  I nd . 

0.2 

0.1 

„r\  t 

a  ■  i- 

•!  6 

)  O 

t  / 

-2  a  3 

-0.1 

0.4 

-0.1 

J a* c ks on,  I *i s s ,  ♦ 

*  ^  » 

Jacks  on villa ,  Fla / 

*  on 

♦  G ,  1 

; 

,  <  Q 
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~ .  x 

**>  -1 
-/C  f  j* 

• 

-0.1 

9  i 
0.j. 

0 

* 

•  0;3 

* 

0 

o 

9  T  ■; 
...  «  — 

Z'. 

-0.6 

0.4  j 

0,1 

0.1 

Kansas  City,  No,  * 

'  0.  i 

0 

\  j 

-!  e» " 

8.2  I 

-1.7 

0 

0,7 

0.2 

Knoxville  f  Tenn,  *  * 

-0.7 

*-0.1 

0.1 

2.01 

4.3 

-6.2 

0 

1.2  1 

0 

Little  Rook,  Ark,  » 

•  0.-4) 

*  0 

-0  "i 

'  ••  •  -a 

'?  {« 

J-  •  ■ 
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-1 . 3 

-0.3 

0.1 

0 
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-  1.4 

0.1 

in  o  ‘ 

.  r.  j 

k  *■  i 

r  * 
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3.3 
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0.2 
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*  O' 
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1  Q 

•  , 
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! 
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0 
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0 
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*  i  i ' 
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0.2 
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'•  0;T| 
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^0.11 

/*>  >■ 

*  r 

2,1 

-1.8  1 

0 

-0.1 

0 
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0.6  ! 

0 
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1 
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1 
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0,3  ; 
» 

0 
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»  0.?  ' 

*  0,2 

-0.5 

1,(d  1 

( 

4.5 

' 

0  a  ! 

-0.0  1 

0  j 

•  i 

1 

0.6  ! 

0.2 

Newark,  U,*  J, 
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‘  0,4 
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1.9 1 

3.0 

3.6  i 

-0.1  : 

0.2  ; 

0 

-on. 
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•  0  i 
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0 
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1 
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0.0  1 
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i 
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2.3 
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-0.7 
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0 
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2.3 
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0.6 
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0.6 

0 
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-0.1 

0 

rv  a  i 
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0 

0 

0 
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0 
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TABLE  7  -  HEL.IL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 


'  INDEXES  END  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  NOVEMBER  13,  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DRIES  ,  BE"  CITIES 


.  ..  .. 

Indexes 

(1935-39=100.0) 

Pore- 

isnt  change  to 

.'Jov^mbo 

r  13,  19/ 

55*  from 

Nov.  13 

Oct.  16 

Oct. 16 

Nov,  14 

May  13 

May  12 

Jan.  H 

Aug.  15 

1945 

1945 

1945 

1944 

1943.  

1942 

1941 

1939 

City 

This 

Last 

Last 

Year 

’’Hold 

the 

GMPR 

"Little 
Stool" 
2/’  * 

Month 

Before 

Month 

1/’ 

Month 

Month 

Ago 

Line" 

.  * 

* 

War  in 
Ear one 

AVERAGE 

I40.I 

139 .3 

0.6 

0  A 

v 

-2.0 

15.2 

4  3.3 

-  49.3 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

141.0 

HO.  5 

0.4  • 

2»,2 

'  -1.3 

17.1 

'  49.5 

52.4 

Baltimore,  Md, 

147.5 

147.5  . 

0 

2,2 

-3.3 

17.2 

50.7 

55.3 

B irm inghara ,  A la • 

143.3 

144.2 

-0.3 

1,8 

2.2 

19.3 

.  49.6 

58,5 

Boston  Mass. 

.133.8 

133.3 

0.4 

1,.5 

-3.1 

13.1 

40.5 

43.1 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

136.3 

136.4 

1-0.1 

1  7 

-5.3 

12,4 

/I  2 

46*2 

Buffalo,  N.  I. 

136.7 

135.6 

0.3 

2  d 

-7.5 

9.2 

JJO./+ 

44.7 

But to,  Mont. 

137.9 

136.7 

0.9 

3.3 

-0.3 

13.5 

,  39.7 

46.5 

Cedar  Rapids ,  Iowa 

142.0 

142*2 

0.4 

2, .3 

-1*0 

15.3 

43,9 

«*»«■* 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

138.4 

139.4 

-0.7 

2.7 

-1,4 

12.3 

44.3 

45.5 

Chicago,  Ill. 

137.3 

137.8 

0 

1*5 

13.2 

■  .  40.3 

49.3 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

137.7 

139.0 

-0.9 

2.5 

-0.4 

12.5 

42.7 

52.3 

Cleveland,,  Ohio 

A3. 3 

143.3 

•  0.3 

0*3 

-1.7 

15.9 

45.0 

53.6 

Columbus ,  Ohio 

133.0 

132.6 

0.3- 

3.1 

-  —2,4 

12.1 

.  42.4 

51.0 

Dallas ,  Tex. 

137.0 

137.1 

— 0. 1 

3.2 

-0.9 

17.3 

47.9 

49.4 

Denver,  C.olo. 

137.9 

133.0 

-0.1 

1.1 

-4.1 

12,2 

45.5 

43.8 

.Detroit,  Mich. 

137.5 

136.4 

0.3 

3.9 

-4.1 

12.3 

41.  s 

51.8 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

134.3 

132,3 

1.1 

2.1 

-4.4 

*11.2 

37.7 

40.3 

Houston,  Tex. 

139.5 

139.7 

—0. 1 

3.6 

-2.9 

10.3 

36.0' 

/  0  4*. 

0  O 

Indianan oils ,  Ind. 

136.3 

156.0 

0  a 

U.  <0, 

2.4 

-2.3 

9.0 

33.3 

50.3 

Jackson,  Miss.  j/ 

150.1 

150.0 

0.1 

-0.1 

-1.9 

17,0 

42.5 

-- 

Jacks onvillo ,  Fla . 

149.5 

149.0 

0.3 

2,5 

-1.3 

17.3 

51.3 

56.1 

Kansas  City,  Mo* 

133.o 

132.9 

0.7 

2.7 

-3.0 

12.6 

44,6 

46*2 

Knoxville,  Tonn.  2/ 

160,0 

161.1 

-0.7 

2.0 

2.2 

22.1 

64.3 

— 

Little  Rod:,  Ark. 

138.3 

138.3 

0.4 

4.3 

-2.1 

12.7 

45.2 

47.7 

Los  Angolos,  Calif. 

149.2 

H7.2 

1.4 

4.1 

2.1 

16. 5 

46.6 

57.7 

Louisville,  Ky. 

134.2 

133.5 

0.5 

2.4 

-5.2 

9.5 

40*  5 

45.7 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

136.1 

134.6 

1.1 

1.9 

—4.4 

9.3 

40.9 

43.4 

Memphis ,  Tonn. 

HS.B 

148.6 

0.1 

2.7 

-0.9 

20.5 

58.0 

65.9 

Mi  lwauko  e ,  W. is . 

137.3 

137.4 

0.3 

1.9 

-2.9 

15.0 

43.7 

51.3 

Minneapolis ,  Minn. 

133.7 

132.6 

0,3 

9  <*> 

-0.9 

10.6 

35.1 

40.7 

Mobile,  Ala* 

146.4 

148.1 

0.2 

r  •  'n 

a.  j> 

-1.0  • 

17.0 

51.6 

55.4 

Newark,  N.  J. 

143.6 

HHO 

1.8 

3.2 

0.8 

IS. 3 

45.3 

50.2 

Now  Haven,  Conn. 

135,3 

135.5 

-0.1 

0.1 

-7.1 

12.2 

41.4 

4h*4 

Now  Orleans,  La. 

153.2 

154.4 

-0.3 

2.3 

0.5 

13.3 

50.3 

57.0 

New  York,  N.  I. 

141.7 

139.5 

1.6 

3.1 

_ 

-1.1 

20.1 

_ 

47.9 

For  footnotes,  see  page  11* 


fll 

v- 


TABLE  7  ( Continued )  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  URGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  JS0  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  NOVEMBER  13,  *1945  • 

FROM  SPECIFIED  DRIES,  BY  CITIES 


i  II 

November  1943 


1  . 

Indexes  ■ 

0225=2 

?»100.0) 

Fere 

:>nz  c  nan  go  to 

November  13,  1945  ire© 

Nov.  If 

iOct.  16 

Oct,  16 

! Nov, 14 

May  18 

May  12 

Jan,  14 

Lug,  15 

City 

-194 5.  

3,945  , 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1939 

This 

Month 

u 

Last 

Month 

f  i 

T/3  ft  i* 

Month 

i  Soar 
Ago 

"Hold 

the 

Lined' 

* 

GMPR 

* 

"Little 
Stool" 
2 /  * 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Fur one 

Norfolk,  Va. 

144.3 

( 

144.3 

0,0 

1.6 

-5.9 

14*4 

50.6 

C.  !  O 

Pa  •  a 

Omaha',  No  or.  1 

'  132.8  ■ 

151.1 

*  1  ^  * 

1.9 

-3.7 

10,8 

35*6 

4  a.  9 

Peoria,  Ill.  ' 

'  145.4 

1  f  .C  /T 

i^p* 

-0,1  ’ 

p  r; 

.4  ♦  / 

_9  O 

12.7 

46.9 

ce  7 
^  p  •  / 

Phi ladolphia ,  Pa . 

'  137.9  * 

137.2 

'  0,5  • 

3.5 

-2,6 

15.5 

45*2 

48.3 

Pitts  burgh. ,  pa  . 

139.7 

14-0  •  0 

:-0*2 

*  3.7 

-1.9 

15.1 

42,6 

51*0 

Portland,  Maine 

'  133.9  ’ 

433.0 

0.7 

0.5 

-4*6 

10,0 

40,5 

39.6 

Port land ,  Or eg . 

151.4 

1  /,  a  n 

j  .  i 

1,1 

3.1 

<  - 1  *  4 

12.6 

48,9 

57.5 

Providence,  R.  I. 

'  139.0  * 

1  --;a  l 

-0*1  ' 

2.5 

-1.4 

13.3 

44.3 

48,3 

Richmond,  Va. 

137.3 

137.7 

0*1 

1.5 

-2.6 

14*0 

47*1 

49*5 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

•  *  » 

135.1 

134.7  . 

0.3  ' 

• 

2.0 

. 

-5,2 

10*5 

35 1 2 

46 ,4 

St.  Louis,  Mo* 

141.4 

141,4 

•  0 

2,1 

-*~*a 

14.2 

#  .**>  /- 
p  .3 

50*7 

St,  Paul,  Minn, 

132.8 

131*4 

•  1.1 

3*5 

-1*5 

11.9 

34*7 

40.8 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

145.6 

144.5 

■  0.8 

3*2 

0,6 

17.2 

49*3 

53.9 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

•i*  j  •  *3 

147.9 

2.4 

^ 

9  / 
'-•4 

?n  7 

52,1 

61,5 

Savannah,  Ga. 

.155,6 

1:55*4 

•-** 

3*3 

1,2 

19.4 

54,8 

60,9 

Scranton,  Pa. 

*  139.5 

133.7 

4  0.6  ‘ 

2.3 

-P*9 

15.3 

43.1 

51.5 

Seattle,  Wash. 

145.3 

142.7 

1.8 

1.8 

-3*3 

11*9 

43  *  9 

53.8 

Springfield,  'Ill. 

145.5 

145.0 

a.  3 

2*5 

—2,0 

13.7 

51.2 

54*6 

Was hingt  on ,  D ,  C . 

'  140. S  ’ 

140*2 

0,4  i 

3.0 

-1.2 

16.7 

44.1 

49,6 

Wichita,  Kane, 

150.6- 

Ho  .3 

1.6 

o  o 

-0,1 

16.7 

PU.9 

-- 

Wins tdn-Salam ,  N,  C.  0/ 

* 

f  m  t  ‘  •  4  ■* 

J  142.-1 1 

i 

142*6 

J 

-0,4 

e  n 

a* 

•A.  P 

19.1 

..'•A*  i 

— 

*  See  general  oxpl-inatiorfs  of  tables  on  page  2. 
1/  Preliminary, 

2 /  THg  " Little  Stool11  wagb  formula  applied  to  Fan, 


nearest  date  for  ‘which 
computed. 

3/  -June  1940  ’equals  '100. 


1,  1941.  Jan.  14,  1941  is  the 


data  '3p  retail  prices-  of  individual  foods  have  boon 


i 


Page 12 
November  1945 


m . 1  t  ttj  cS 

.ua.jidb  '..i 


A-r~j\v, 
’/  l>i  > 


'  FuClk  SPECIFIED  DA  113 


KS1A.IL  FOOD  PxilC^S  IN  IAuL3  CHINS* 
ALIGNS  mD  PERCENT  C  ANIES"  TO  NOVEMBER  13, 

FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


*1  O'/  c 


-  •  T» 

j 


.;  Percent  change  -ho 


ov.  x 


Commodity 

t f 


Oct.  1,6.  Nov.  14  Ibv  10  j 


AJL. 


9/g*>  •  arom-- 


Pri-ces 
I-Nqv.  U. 

1945  :! 


-.i£41 


1944. 


mj 


CEREALS  aI;D  ‘ikiERY  PRODUCTS  V 


’  Last  ! ' '  'Year  j  *  •  the 
Month i  Ago  j  Line1 


May  12 i J an ,  Li  | Aug .15 

1942  j  1941  |  1939  - 

i .  .  _  !  Month 
i  'Lix-  wle  i  - 
:  i  hex ore 


( Cents } ■ 


* 


* 


Cereal 


•P 3 

•A? 


'.treat 


carom 

■%  4  . 

blieat  cereal,  2/ 
Corn  flakes  V  ■ 
Com  meal 

Rice  2/ 

.  *  — ■*  » 

Rolled-  oapes 

Flour,  pancake 
►  7  « 


Bakery  products  i  •: 
Bread ,  :f  ite 
Bread,  who  Is  rhea 
Bread ,  rye 
Vanilla  cook’ios 


Soda 


cracjcers 


10  lb.! 
lb. 


^  j  »-n  -7 

^-v-J  ; 

j 


u> 


os. 

*ib,| 

it  i 


20  4>z. 
lb. 

’  it 
it 

I  u 

:  •<«  i 

t 


1  ! 

-:-r  • 


Q4Vl  'j  .  -  0.2 j  0.2! 

—  rb.*.6l  ■: 

•"  *  0.4.  - 
3.1!  - 


15.7 
7.3.3 

m .  7 
'  o.5 
12.9 
10.4 

12.8 


9 .  6 

9.9 

29  .1 

*» ^ 

-  -t-f  V 

-XO  .  ■ 


.1 


.0  ; 

0.4 
c  • 
o: 
1.6 
■0 

'  r~\ 
-2  #  •"- 


#i?  ! 

OR 

0  i 
1.4! 

r\  rr  ; 

*- '  •  -7  i 


n  ■ 

.3.  , 
1.6 


-1.6 
"2.0j 
4.1  20.0 


5.4 

2.6 

-1  r? 

-'-4  I 

1.5 

16.1 

1.6 

19.5 

<V 


0 

0 

0 


-  1.1 


I 

i  ” 


4  4-  0  I 


X'. 


2.0 


0 

“  J 

A 


•  -'9 

/ 

•  O 


24.2 

10.6 

-  3.3 

-  *6  Q 

w  .  y 
-  •''> 

4.9  ■ 
2C.9  I 

.4  | 

1  1  *  j 

-L*  1  ! 

1.1 1 
2.1  i 

H*  I 

0  •  ?  |  . 

-  .  t,.'  I 

3-4.9.  I 


Steel1 

1/  * 


bar  in 
Fur one 


94.l-> 

13, 

“  v*  •  .• 

-  5.6 

5-4-  4 
/  <'  ^ 
or  •  r 

•  5  - '  •  ^ 

.  '  -2/ 

T ' )  ct 

-L  •  -  *  > 

'10.3 

10,0 

17.5 

25.3 


I:  79.1 

i  12.1 

!•-:  3.7 


1  ■ 


-  4." 

I  62.  y 

!  72.0 
j  U.5 

!  4 

t 

1-0  rv 

4-X-.  o 

9.1 

7.6 

1  -  if 

i  -27.0 


MEATS: 

Beef;  ' 

Round  steak 
Rib  roast 
Chuck  roast 
Stev/  neat  2/ 
Liver 
Hamour  yr 
Veal:  ‘  " 


I 


•  j  TAt-a 

i4  u.J.C/  'jS 


Roas  t , 
Pork: 

'  Chops- 


boned  and  rolled  2/ 


Bacon,  sliced 
Ham,  sliced 
Ham,  whole 
Salt  pork 
Liver  2/ 

Sausage  2/ 
Bologna,  big  2/' 


Leg 

Rib 


chons 


lb. 

!•  40.9 

u 

I1  33.1 

ii 

i:  2.7,3 

ti 

23.6 

ii 

!  37.3 

u 

27,4 

•  ii" 

!•  •  ■'/•/  •  a- 

ii 

qc  o 
r  y ,  r . 

n 

•  37.2 

ii  * 

41. 2 

ii 

49.6 

n 

3/  Q 

11 

22.0 

it 

22.1 

;i 

O  r>  r*- 

•  O 

ii 

Q  /  1 

>+• 

it 

40.4 

ii 

o 

0 

0 

0./ 


i 


I 


0.7 | -12.6 
0.3  -12,2 


,0- 

^  •  ■ 


i.oj  -  3.3 

« 

# 


-11.0  ! 

-15.4 


i 


•  *  *• 


7  o  1 

i  •  j  i 

r^. 

2,0  j 

■->  i' 
r.-X  ; 
/  !■ 


*  3/ 


0.3 

0.4 


0-  I  ^  0.5 

-  0.41-14.9 


•if 

2/ 


ryy  -t 

•  S- ; 
rv  l  s 
U.O  ! 


0 

0 


o  I-  i  a-  •  q  i  i  o 


-  1.9 1  -  6.4 

-  0.3 i -11.2 
i.o '9.o 

J 


0.3! 


0.5  l 
i.o  I 
0.3 ! 


6.4 

1.3 

0.9 


0 

0 


1.3 j-  3.3 
1.3;- 


>  . 


0,6" 

y 


0,4 1  -  i.o |-i 
0.6 !  -  0.91-12.3  , 

0  !  -  0.51-10.9  I  - 
0  I 
0.3! 


i  o  ”o  ’ 
•-LJ  ,  > 

I  r"' 

4.0. 

•15.6  j 
-  7.7  ( 


3.0 


*  /'  -» 


v- 


y 


3/ 


o  / 

2J 

2j' 

3J 


IQ  ^ 

-1-  F  •  -3 


•  1.1 

y 


2  !  ,o 

36  ° 
10.0 
33.2 
31.7 

31 

y 

y 


45.  r 


1.1  I  31.1  ! 


12.4 

14.5 

op-  a 

Y  3/ 

‘  '3/ 

y 

-  5.2 

y 

\ 

on  / 

4v  ^  4]« 

35.5 
6.9’ 

27.4 

42.9 

y 

3J 

y 

>  4  / 

25.1 


For  footnores,  see  page  14, 


TABLE  8  (Continued)  -  RETAIL 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES 


FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
CHANGES  TO  NOVEMBER  13,  1945 
;  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


,  ovc 


Pago  13 
r.ber  1945 


Percent  chan-go  to 

Rev.  13-,  1945 

from 

Avers vo 

Oct. 16 

j Nov. 14 

May  18 

May  12 

Jan.  14]  Aug. 15 

\  .  1  '  * 

Prices 
Nov.  13 
1945 

1945 

1  1944 

 1943. 

1942 

1941 

L  193.9 

Commodity 

\  •  / 

\ 

1  ‘ 

Last 

Month 

• 

Year 

Ago 

"Hold 
the 
|  Line" 

!  gmpk 

"Little 

Stool" 

Month 
Before 
Vlar  in 

• 

* 

* 

i  

i/  * 

S',  move 

( Cents ) 

MEATS  :  (Continued )  ... 

: 

Poultry: 

• 

Roasting  chi chons  Lj 

lb. 

47.0  j  0.1 

i 

1  / 
~L..> 

3.3 

34.5 

56.9 

61.2 

Fish: 

Fish  (fresh,  frozen)  ij 

lb. 

y 

-  0.2 

5.7 

11.4 

56.1 

op  rt 

127. 5 

Salmon,  pink  16  oz. 

can 

23.0 

0 

0.4 

-  4.2 

5.5 

,  /•  r 

4o,5 

79,7 

Salmon,  red  2 / 

» 

40.4 

0.5 

-  2.7 

-  2.4 

1.0 

£  O  Th 

J  J  f  vF 

74.9 

•  f 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS  3 

* 

Butter 

lb. 

54.4 

9.0 

,9.2 

-  2.2 

19.0  ■ 

43.2 

77.2 

Cheese 

ii 

35.7 

0 

•  1.4 

•  7.0 

5.0 

go  0 

a.5 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered) 

qt. 

- 15:.  6  . 

0 

0 

0 

4.7 

20.0 

30.0 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery) 

ti 

14.5 

0 

0 

0.7 

ry  } 

1  »4 

21.3 

0  "i  9 
31.0 

Milk,  evaporated  14-§-  oz. 

can 

10.0  , 

: 

0 

0 

-  1.0 

•14.9 

40,6 

49.3 

EGGS:  ..  : 

»1 

' 

Eggs ,  frosu  Ij  d 

oz, 

* 

f.n  q 
e  ;  «  J 

\ 

3,6 

2.9 

35.2 

66.5 

97.2 

111.3 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

. 

■  i 

'  *TI 

■ 

Fresh  frui-Gs  and  vegetables: 

'  ■  1 

Fros  h  fruits : 

i 

’1 

I 

Apples 

lb. 

14.1  ! 

3. 7 

36.9 

9,3 

83.0 

171,2 

220.5 

Bananas 

!! 

10.5  ! 

1.0 

-  8.2 

-  6.2 

-10.3 

-12. 5 

59.1 

72,1 

-  Granges  >'  doz-. 

-■  /  7  0  ! 
^4  { .  e  » j 

2,2 

11.4 

49.7 

70  9 

1 

0  0 
47.<- 

Grapefruit  2/ 

oa. 

A  c  ! 

*->.  5  ; 

-15.0, 

•  -.2 

9.0 

34.9 

y 

y 

‘Fresh  vegetables: 

J 

-  t 
.  1 

•  Beans,  green 

lb. 

20.1  | 

13.2 

-  0.5 

15.5 

50.0 

L  ..f)  ,  O 

179.2 

Cabbage 

if 

4.4  ! 

-  o.3 

—  6.4- 

-61.7 

_  o  9 

pev/, 

12.3 

Carrots  bunch 

9i0  j 

0 

0 

9.3 

.  4 

50  0 

95.7 

•  Lettuce  head 

12.3  i 

0.8 

12. 3  j 

-25.5 

33.7 

46.4. 

/A  / 

Onions 

lb. 

'  7.0  1 

6.1 

•43.9 

—  r*  f 

•xO  •  O 

2.9 

94.4 

Q/  / 

Potatoes  ;  13 

lb. 

62.3  ! 

0.5 

-  6.31 

-32.  S 

17  5 
*  m  J 

113.4 

31.1 

Spinach 

lb. 

10.2  j 

—  3.  1 

-  5.6i 

-12,1  ; 

37.3 

39.7 

30.3 

Swootp ot at  oo s 

it 

7.7 . : 

0 

13.2] 

-57.0 

42*0- 

54.0 

40.0 

3oots  2 f  -bunch 

•  8.9  | 

6.5 

12.7 

-23.3 

y 

i/ 

Canned  fruits  and  vegetables 

• 

• 

f 

I 

Canned .fruits : 

# 

t 

.  Peaches  a  #2h 

can 

■  20.0  j 

I.b 

i.i! 

5.7 

9  ft  0 

69.7 1 

63.7 

Pineapple 

ii 

26.5  i 

0,3 

-  2.6| 

-  7.7 

-  2,2 

26.8  j 

26,2 

Grapefruit  juice  #2 

r.- 

can 

14.3  ! 
1 

- — . . .i 

-  1.4 

_ 

-  0.7] 

I 

2.1 

45.9 

y ! 

1 

-2/ 

For  footnotes,  son  page  14. 


r 
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TABLE  8  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  URGE  CITIES* 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AND  PERCENT  -CHANGES' TO  -NOVEMBER  13,  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


Commodity 

* 

c 

4 

-  * 

• 

Average 
Prices 
Nov,  13 
1945 

Percent  ■  change  to  Nov.  13.  1945 

from 

Oct, 16 
1945 

Nov, 14 
.  1.944 

'May  18 
1943  . 

May  12 

-1942 

Jan,  14 
1941 

Aug. 15 

mi. 

Last 
■  Month 

i 

Year 

Ago 

”  Hold 
the  ■  ' 
Line” 
* 

-■GJviPR 

* 

"Little 
Steel” 
1/  * 

Month 
Before 
War  ir. 
Europe 

• 

> 

(Cants ) 

- 

FRUIT'S  AND  VEGETABLES :  <Cont*dJ 

Canned  vegetables  s  * 

Beans,  green 

#2  can 

13.2 

.  o.s 

o.s 

« l'2.o  0 

-.5.7 

;  32.0 

32.0 

Cohn 

t» 

14.7 

-  0.7 

•  0 

5  c;  0 

13.1 

37.4 

41.3 

Peas  ,  *  • 

j  » 

1  -f  .s 

-13.3  ‘ 

0 

0 

-U0  2 

"15.8 

0.8 

-  2  2 
/-w 

Tomatoes . 

ii 

'*12,4 

1.6 

4.2 

-  3ol 

2*5 

47.6 

44.2 

Soup,  vegetable  2/  11 

os*  can 

"  13. 0 

0 

*  3.0 

r  0.3 

y 

y 

y 

Dried’  fruits  and  vegetables^ 

» 

* 

Dried  fruits :  *  - 

* 

.  r 

•  Prunes  j 

lb. 

17.1 

*•  1,2 

<  -108 

4.3 

■39.0 

78,1 

94.3 

Dried  vegetables s 

: 

K, 

; 

J 

Navy  beans 

n  lb  6 

11.4 

-  Q.9 

2.7 

14V  0 

26.7 

75.4 

96.6 

Soup,  dehydrated, 

* 

* 

- 

chicken  noodle  2 / 

03  o 

3.8 

0 

2.7 

2.7 

1/ 

y 

y 

BEVERAGES*.  ..i  ■ 

j 

• 

HSr 

- 

Coif oe '  .  * 

lb. 

30,7 

0.3 

1.3 

2,3 

■6. 2 

48.3 

37,7 

Tea  .  ■  - 

i  lu 

2X.X 

«•  0,8 

0c4 

12,1 

7.6 

36.9 

.40,1 

Cocoa  2/4  '  •  « 

♦  ■ 

,  ,  '  « 

r'i  lb‘o 

# 

*  1013 

T  1,*0 

v  * 

-  a.o 

12,0. 

1.0 

13.2 

19,3 

FAT’s  AND  0113s  ....  h 

* 

•  .  . 

♦l 

•  - 

#■ 

ikird  « 

•  lb. 

18,7 

*-  tf.5 

-.0,5 

-  2.1 

4.5 

101.1 

38.9 

Short oning  other  than -lards 

• 

i  ‘  '  * 

In  cartons  V 

lb,' 

19,9- 

.  a 45 

-,1.5 

-  la  5 

0.5 

76.1 

70.1 

In  otnor  containers  . 

5! 

*4 

•  24  *  5 

*0 

-  lc6 

0„3 

-  5,0 

33.9 

21,3 

Salad  dressing'’  ,  .  „  pif.t 

24,7 

•o.s 

-•4c  3. 

•  2o0 

-  2C8 

'22.9 

y 

01eomaffgarj.no  *  .  .  . 

.  lbt 

•  24c  1 

-‘O.S 

0 

2.6 

7,6 

54. 5' 

46,1 

Peanut  butter  ‘  ► 

*  ir 

:  -29  o  3 

.  ’  2*4 

*  O  •> 

.  4  (-■  ■  0  ^ 

—  ;  3  8 

8.9 

63,7- 

63.7 

Oil,  -cooking  or  salad  2j. 

V  ’pint 

.  on  o 
-<£y  #7 

-  0.3 
•  - 

2.0 

-  2.0 

y 

y 

y 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS : 

:  > .  , 

i 

♦  • 

• 

Sugar 

lb. 

6,6 

’  0 

1.5 

-  2.9 

-  4.3 

29.4 

26.9 

Corn*  sirup 

'24  os. 

15,7 

•*  0.6 

■*>  0^6 

0,6 

6.1 

15.4 

14.6 

Molasses  2/ 

41S  ozt 

■15.3 

-  ..  0 

-  0.6 

1©3 

9,0' 

17.9 

16.2 

'"Apple- butter  2/  •  ,'v 

,16  _  02  3 

*  16,0 

'.*  u-9 

-r~ - 

17.6 

24.0 

•  y 

y 

.  y 

*  Seo  general  explanation  ox  tables  on  page  -2,. 

1/  The  H Little  Stool”  wage  .formula  applies  to  Jan,  1,  1941* ■  Jan,  14,  1941  is  the 
nearest  date  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods'  have-boon 


computed, 

2/  Not  included  in  the  index, 

3]  Not  priced  in  oarlior  period  j £/  Composite  price  not  computed, 

4/  Percent  change  computed  on  the  Index, 
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December  1945 
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*NOTEi  The  "consumers'  price  index  for  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities/1 
formerly  known  as  the  "cost  of  living  index",  measures  average  changes  in  retail 
prices  of  selected  goods,  rents  and  services,  weighted  by  quantities  bought. by 
families  of  wage  earners  and  moderate -income  workers  in  large  cities  in  1934-36. 

The  items  priced  for  the  index  constituted  about  70  percent  of  the  expenditures  of 
city  families  whose  incomes  averaged  61524  in  1934-36. 

The  index  only  partially  shows  the  wartime  effects  of  changes  in  quality, 
availability  of  consumer  goods,  etc.  The  President's  Committee  on  the  Cost  of 
Living  lias  estimated  that  such  factors,  together  with  certain  others  not  fully 
measured  by  the  index,  would  add  a  maximum  of  3  to  A  points  to  the  index  for  large 
cities  between  January  1941  and  September  1944.  If  small  cities  were  included  in 
the  national  average,  another  l/2  point  would  be  added.  If  account  is  also  taken 
of  continued  deterioration  of  quality  and  disappearance  of  low-priced  merchandise 
between  September  1944  and  September  1945,  the  over-all  adjustment  for  the  period 
January  1941  'to  September  1945  would  total  approximately  5  points.  As  merchandise 
of  prewar  quality  and  specifications  comes  back  into  the  markets  and  the  Bureau  is 
able  regularly  to  price  it  again,  this  adjustment  factor  will  gradually  decrease 
and  finall y  -disappear, _ ‘ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

General  Lxplanaticn  of  Tables : 

The  indexes  are  based  cn  time-to-time  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  and  ser¬ 
viced  purchased  by  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities.  They  do  not  indicate 

Y/he thor  it  costs  more  to  live  in  on 3  city  than  in  another. 

« 

Data  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  January  1941,  on 
Tables  1  and  2,  which  have  boon  estimated  for  January  1  (the  date  used  in  the  "Little 
Steel"  wage  formula  of  the  National  bar  Labor  Board),  by  assuming  an  oven  rate  of 
change  from  December  15,  1946  to  the  next  pricing  date. 


GFipR  -  The  General  Maximum  Price  Regulation  was  issued  on  May  IS,  1942.  It 
established  retail  price  ceilings  at  their  highest  levels  in  March  1942. 

The  President's  "hold- the -lino"  order  was  issued  April  3,  1943.  The  peak  of 
the  rise  which  led  to  this  order  was  reached  in  May,  which  is  therefore  used'  for 
this  c ompar i s on . 

Pood  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  four  days 
of  the  week  which  includes  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.  Aggre¬ 
gate  costa  of  foods  in  each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families 
of  wage  earners  and  moderate -income  workers ,  have  boon  combined  for  the  United  States 
with  the  use  of  population  weights.  In  March  1943  the  number  of  cities  included  in 
the  food  index  was  increased  from  51  to  56,  and  the  number  of  foods  from  54  to  6l. 

Prices  of  clothing,  housefurnishings.  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services 
are  obtained  in  34  large  cities  in  March,  June,  September,  and  December.  In  inter¬ 
vening  months,  prices  are  collected  in  21  ox  the  34  cities  for  a  shorter  list  of 
goods  and  sjrvicos. 


Rents  are  now  surveyed  semiannually  in  most  of  the  34  cities  (in  March  and 
September,  or  in  June  and  December).  In  computing  the  all  items  indexes  for  in¬ 
dividual  cities  and  the  rent  index  for  the  average  of  large*  eitios,  because  of  the 
general  stability  of  average  rents  at  the  present  time,  the  indexes  are  hold  constant 
in  cities  not  surveyed  during  the  current  quarter. 

Prices  for  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  are  collected  monthly  in  34  largo  cities 


Pag© 


December 


3 

15)45 


TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  •IN®  FOR  MODERATE- INCOLD,  FAMILIES 
FOR  LAR.HE  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  .DALES,  BY  GROUPS 

I NDE  XE  S  AND  PER  CE  NT  CHANGE S 


< 

•i  .. 

Group 

*  \ 

* 

Dec . 

1945 

Nov.  j 

1945  ! 

-  i 

Dec. 

1944 

May 

i  1943  ;  1 

May 

1942 

|  Jan. 

!  1941 

i  Aug. 
j  1939 

This 

Month 

1 

j 

La  st  !. 
Month  j 

i 

_ L_ 

Year 

Ago 

j  "Hold  -j 

the  .! 

|  Li  ne ,T  1 

i 

j  *  i  '  ! 

i 

GMPR 

* 

H - -  —  ’  ■- 

i  ’-Little 
:  Steel” 

|  * 

-|  Month 

j  before 

flVar  in 
» 

j  Europe 

•** 

Indexes,  19 

35-39 

=  100.0 

4 

: 

ALL  ITEMS 

IBS.  9 

129. 3R 

127.0 

125.-1 

116.0 

IOC. 8 

.  9S.6 

Food  ....  , 

141c  4 

140.1 

137.4 

143.0 

121.6 

97.6 

93.5 

Clothing  .  .  ...  - 

149.4- 

148. 7R 

142.8 

127.9 

126.2 

101.2  . 

ICO.  3 

Rent 

108.3 

-- 

108.3 

108.0 

109. 9 

105.0 

104.3 

Fuel '/"'electricity  &  '  ice 

110.3 

110. 1R 

109.4 

10 7. 6‘  ~ 

1*0479 

"100.8 

9775  ' 

Gas  &  electricity 

94.0 

94.  OR 

94. S 

-‘96.1 

96.6 

97.5 

.  Q 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

126.1 

125.8 

123.6 

118.7 

112.9 

104.0 

”96.3 

House furnishings 

148.3 

147. 6R 

‘143.0 

125.1 

122.  2 

100.2 

100.6 

Miscellaneous 

» 

124.3  , 

124. 6R 

123.1 

115.3 

110.9 

101.8 

100.4 

».  .  }•- 

Percent 

Change  to  December  194,5 

'ALL  ITEMS 

... 

0.5 

2.3 

3.8 

12.0 

• 

28.9 

31.  7 

Food 

— 

0.9 

2.9 

-1.1 

16.3 

44.9 

51.2 

Clothing 

— 

0.5 

4.6 

16.8 

18.4 

47.6 

49.0' 

Rent 

— 

0 

0.3 

^  I  c  O 

3.1 

3.8 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

-- 

'  6.2 

0.8 

2.5 

:  571  ‘  ■ 

9.4 

13.1 

Gas  &  electricity 

— 

0  t 

0.8 

-2.2 

-2.7  . 

-3.6 

-5.1 

Other  fuels  &  'ice  . 

-- 

0.2 

2.0 

6.2 

11.7 

21.2 

30.9 

Hou  se  f  u  r  ni  shi  ng  s 

-  - 

0.5* 

5.7 

18.5 

21.4 

48.0 

'47.4 

Mi scellaneous 

0.2 

1.4 

8.2 

12.5 

'22.6 

24.3' 

J-  «  1  ’  t 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on. page  2. 
R  Revised. 
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TABLE  2  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITHo* 


City 


AVERAGE  • 

Atlanta,  Ga, 
Baltimore ,  rid. 
Birmingham,  Ala, 
Boston,  1 1. c s 
Buffalo,  - N.  Y. 
Chicago,  III, 

C  inc  inna-t : . ,  Ohio 
C le ve la nd ,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo, 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,*  Tex. 
Indianapolis , 

’ 

J  a  c  ks  o'nv  ille ,  Fla . 
Kansas  City,  ho. 

Los  Angeles ,  Calif, 
Manchester,  I.  H. 

Me  mph  is ,'  T e  nn . 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 


l\;T 

iv'i 


Minn.* 


inneapalis , 

Mobile,  ’Ala, 

New  Orleans,  La.  % 
New  York,  ii.  Y. 
Norfolk,  Va . 
Philadelphia,  ?a.4 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Portland,  Maine 
Port  la  nd ,  Ore  g . 
Richmond,  Va. 

St.  Louis,  Mo, 

■  San  Francisco,  Carii , 

Savannah,  Ga. 

*  Scraton,  Pa. 

*  Seattle,-  Wash, 

*  Washington,  b.  C.  * 


PERCENT  /CHANGES 

TO  DECEMBER  1945  ' 

FROM  SPECIFIED 

*  i 

DA x no ,  3 

r  CITIES 

*  ’*  _  .  *  • ».. 

Nov . 

Dec. 

May 

V,p  v 

1945 

i  <3/ 4 

1943 

1942 

•  .  T  .  » 

*  /  ”? 

’.’Hold- - 

- 

Last 

Year 

the 

GIvlPR 

Month 

<  -  • 

Ago 

’•  » 

Line” 

•  * 

-X- 

•  *  « 

♦ 

0.*5 

,  O  9 
'"8  «  J) 

3.8 

12.0 

9  1 

/A  0  — a 

i '  r*' 

A  t  ^ 

14.6 

0.5 

n 

0  o 
0.3 
0.5 


1/  0.2 
0.3 
1.2 
0.2 
0.2 


o  •  0 

o  x 

,  v 


0.4 

0.5 

0:3 

0.7 


j-.9 

1.0 

-0.1 

-a 

1.4 
>,3 


#K.-  0  ^ 

1  G 

-t  n 

2.1 

1.3 

r'  o 

V4#  J) 

2.5 

1.7 

3.0 

A-  0  3- 
— •  j 


9  2 

^  0 


2.6 

*3.6 

•1.3 


•  -v 

k,3 

.  4 


•i.b 

2.5 

1.8 


u 


0.6 

3.0 

•1.6 

2.5. 

'2.3 


2.3 

•2.5 

*2.7 

*3.3 


A* 


*)  1 
/A  •  a- 

0*8 

2.8 


4.6 

3.4 

3.1 

9  1 
_2  •  — 

9  9 

*  v 


•9 


n 

I 


n 
,  t 


4.  7 

•9.9 

o  3 

A-  • 

-/  *9 

4.  > 
9  9 


2.7 

2.7 

5.6 

■l0,J 

*3.0 

*4.8 

1.7 
/  .7 

'S'  •  • 

•9.6 

8?  K 

J  •  s 

*6.0 

4  •  4 

'2.3 

•4.0 

‘5.0 


12.1 

12.5 


11.4 
11,0 
10  .*5 

9.6 

9.7 


1  n  9 

i-  ,  •  -9 

*19  9 


10.4 

12.8 

15.7 

11.9 

19  1 


13 . 0 
9.2 
12.8 
10.1 
11.1 
15.5 


13.9 

12.9 
11.1 
13.3 


Jan.  Aug. 

1941  1939 

’’-Little . -Month 


Steel” 

Before 

A 

'War  in 

...  ‘  T; " 

Europe 

26  0 

31.7 

-*  r- 

9  /  1 

-  -  •  f 

A  • 


31 


10.1 

fvO|  v 

7.7 

/")  ry  » 

•  •, 'v 

f—  .. 

•  2.6. 5 

/  »  9 

11.7  . 

30.0 

29.7 


30.0 

90  r.. 
9  r:  9 

(■*  i  »'-* 


34.8 
an'  1 


-  » -r 

^  r\  rt 

10.  o 

3'  •  ‘ 

1  o  o 

\  / 

n  **)  \ 

11.1 

o  • '  9 

/4/  #  ^ 

6.8 

oq  o 

f-  D  %  y 

3>.  i .  o 
31.1 

r  \  **' 

A-  3  • 

.99  9 

'  •  A- 


oc 


c 


34.6 

26.9 

27.1 

33.4 


35.6 

29.1 

33.9 

30.0 


34.2 

at.;  c; 
9  £  6 
31.8 
29.7 


V  _>  o 

32.3 

30.1 

33.3 

26,/ 

33.1 


oq  r 
97  •  9 

33.0 

33.9 

36.3 

31.1 


26, 5 

33.0 

33.7 

99  ' 
9^.4 

or-1  ,r> 

9  <• .  G 

-3  '1  F. 

5-L.  7 

33.0 
30.2 
97  9 

_4  I  # 

29.0 

30.9 

36.8 

38.7 
33.4 
34.3 

31.7 


*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 
1/  Change  from  October,  1945 


December  194; 


-l.iij3.LL_i  —  CONSUME 


ruiom  jlnjjEX  FOR  LARGS  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS >; BY  CITIES^ 

OCTOBER,  NOVEMBER,  AW  DECEMBER,  1945 

(Note:  Some, indexes  for  October  and  November  revised.) 
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TABLE  3  (Continued )  -  CONSUMERS '  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES- 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  3Y  CITES, 

OCTOBER,  NOVEMBER,  AND' DECEMBER,  1945 

(Rote:  Some  indexes  for  October  and  November  revised) 


(1935*39  =  100.0) 


City 

i 

1  All 

T  i 

lee  ms 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Kent 

Fuel, 
Electric¬ 
ity  &  Ice 

House- 

furnish- 

ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Denver,  Colo, 

. 

. . . . . 

— 

October 

126.  S 

138.0 

136,9 

97.3 

161.7 

124.5 

November 

126.  S 

137,9 

136.9 

— 

97.3 

163.2 

^  /  c 

•  0 

December 

128.3 

141.7 

137.1 

r  109.9 

*  97.3 

164.  ■ 

124.7 

Detroit,  Mich,  v 

i* 

1 

'October 

130.7 

136.4 

148.6 

— 

*  in. 7 

156.6 

131.2 

November 

1 131.0 

137.5 

148.8 

— 

'  111.5 

156.6 

131.6 

December 

131.3 

138.3 

149.3 

■  115.1 

111.6 

156.0 

131.4 

Houston,  Tex, 

1 

# 

October 

127,2 

139.7 

141.3 

88.2 

145.3 

125.6 

November 

127.0 

139.5 

"140.7 

88, 2 

145.2 

125.5 

December 

127.3 

•  140.9 

*140.4 

f *9* 

88.2 

145.3" 

125.0 

Ind ianapolis ,  Ind , 

• 

■ 

V 

October 

— r- 

■  136.0 

9m** 

■  113.6 

— 

— 

November 

136.3 

— 

113.7 

— 

December 

130.4 

•  137.7 

139.2 

116.0 

113.9 

no.  5 

129.3 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

■ 

.  October 

— 

149.0 

-- 

117.9 

999** 

November 

149.5 

— - 

— 

117.9 

— 

— 

December 

137.4 

150.7 

143.7 

118.0 

n9 . 1 

138.4 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

■ 

October 

127.0 

132.9 

'147.7 

» 

112.6 

140.6 

126.8 

November 

127.4 

133.8 

"147.4 

j 

"  112,6 

ni. r> 

126.8 

December 

128.0 

'  135.3 

•147.7 

109.7 

112.6 

142.1 

126.9 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

October 

132.3 

147.2 

146.6 

9  mm  ^ 

; 

92.5 

143.5 

129.2 

November 

133.0 

149.2 

146.2 

•  92.5 

143.  c 

129.2 

December 

133.7 

150.9 

•146.8 

110.8 

92.5 

143.7" 

129.5 

Manchester,  N,  H, 

October 

— 

134.6 

¥ 

— 

122.5 

— 

'November  ' 

"136.1 

' - 

122.3 

— 

— 

"December 

j 

131.0 

*  137.3 

151.3 

122,2 

153.1 

121.6 

Memphis,  Tenn, 

October 

-- 

14S,  6 

— 

106,6 

— 

— 

November  *  1 

— 

""148.8 

*  - 

* 

106.6 

»»■« 

— 

"December 

133.3 

151.8 

;*152.3 

106.6 

144.0 

120.3 

,  see  page  8. 


For  footnotes 


Bare  7 

.  December  1945 

143LE  3  (Continued)  -  CONSUMERS i  . PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITES* 

Ii DEXES  'BY '  GROUPS , ;  BY  CIT  ES , 

OCTOBER,  NOVEMBER,  ART)  DECEMBER,  1945 

(Note:  Some  indexes  for  October  and  November  revised) 


(.1935-39  =  100.0) 

_  .  »  ‘ •*  •  i 


City 

•  -  V 

T  . . 

All 

Items 

1 . 

! 

Food  .. 

»  •  * 

f  ** 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

1  ‘  '  ' 

1 . 

!  Rent 

1 

-■  Fuel,  ... 
Electric¬ 
ity  &  Ice 

..  .  House  - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Milwaukee,  Wis, 

“**  •*  *  *•  ■ 

*  -  - 

. 

i 

- »-  ■■■  1  i. 

October 

— 

137.4 

111,5 

Um  mm 

November  *  . 

— 

137.8 

— 

111.5 

mmmm 

j 

December 

*  ’ 

127,2 

. 

'139.1 

'  140.1 

j . 

•  108. 7 > 

111.6 

147.6 

!  120.6 

Minneapolis,  Minn, 

1 

1 

I 

i 

i  • 

October 
■  *  * 

125,2 

132.6 

14-3.9 

*  -  **  ** 

104.1 

144.1  s 

j  123.4 

November 

125.6 

133.7. 

’  144.1 

♦ 

104.2 

14-4,7 

j  123.4 

December 

126.1 

t 

135.1 

‘  143.9 

mmrnrn  $ 

104.3 

14,6.1 

123.4 

Mobile,  Ala, 

! 

j 

October 

+  * 

— 

148.1 

rnmmJ 

! 

103.6 

November 

14-8 . 4 

*  •  •  •  ’ 

— 

i  m^m  •“ 

103.5 

wrnmm 

j 

December 

v  ’ 

;  '*  * 

131.1 

148,9 

i  141.1 , 4 

!  ’  :  '  1  '■ 

j  114.2  ‘ 

•  ‘  '  *  • 

103.5 

14,7.7 

120.2 

i 

New  Orleans,  La,, 

l 

! 

.....October 

-- 

154.4 

mm  mm 

102.8  * 

• 

...  November 

’  153.2 

1*  ’  _ 

.... 

102.9 

mm  mm 

mmmm 

December 

•  . 

133.3  " 

■  % 

*  152.7 

142.5  ’ 

107.2  • 

102.8 

ljy  #  0 

•122.2 

New  York,  N.  Y, 

I 

\ 

.....October 

129.4 

139.5 

155.8 

115.0  • 

137.9 

126.9 

....November 

*  «, 

130.4 

141.7 

'  "156.8  • 

' 

113.5 

14,0. 1' 

126.9 

December 

* 

131.1 J 

‘  143.3 

"157.2  • 

• 

103. 5 

113.7 

141.0  ■ 

126.9 

Norfolk,  Va. 

October 

• 

— 

144.3 

•_  mm 

mmmm 

120.5 

■ 

__ 

November 

•  , 

144.3  ! 

•  „ 

— 

120.5 

mm  mrn 

.  ^ 

■  December 

•  > 

134.0' 

.i 

'  145.2 

*  146.4  * 

.  109.1' 

•'  120.5 

t 

150.3 

133.1 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

I 

1 

1 

October 

*  '  • 

127.8 

137.2  j 

149.1 

«... 

113.4* 

146.2 

-120.5 

November 

♦ 

128.2 

137.9  ! 

'149.3  * 

113.3 

146.6 

120.5 

December 

128.6 

4 

138.7 

150.1  ;• 

* 

113.8 

147.8 

120.5 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

i 

! 

October 

130,0 

140.0  j 

169.1 

! 

112.1  ' 

143.1 

119.4 

....November 

130.0 

139.7 

169.8  • 

— 

112.1 

144.1 

119.6 

December 

*  ♦ 

130.9  . 

140.3 

175.4 

107.5" 

112.1 

144,2 

119.8 

Portland,  Maine 

• 

....October 

— 

133.0 

mm  mm 

__ 

113.5 

*  mmmm  J 

,  November 

“•  mm 

133.9  ' 

•-  mm 

113.4 

_ 

mmmm 

December 

« 

4 

126.4 

135.2.' 

'147.2.3 

y  106.3; -v 

113.6 

I44- 1  j 

122.2 

For  footnotes,  see  page 

8. 

•  - 

• 

Page  8 

December  194-5 

TABLE  3  (Continued)  -  CONSUMERS1  PRICE  INDEX  FCR  LARGE  CITIES* 

INDEX. -iS  BY  GROUPS,.  BY  CITIES, 

OCTOBER,  NOVEMBER,  AND  DECEMBER,  1945 

“  (Note*  Some  indexes  for  October  and  November-  revised) 


& . 

... 

Fuel, 

House- 

City  * 

All 

Food 

Cloth- 

Rent 

Electric- 

furni sh- 

Mi  seel- 

t  sW 

items 

ing 

ity  &  Ice 

ings 

laneous 

Portland,  Oreg. 

"  - 

-  ■ 

October 

•W  — 

149.7 

> — 

12  C.  5 

-- 

— 

November 

151.4 

— «f 

— 

120.5  - 

-- 

-- 

December 

137.3 

153.9 

14-2.5 

114.3 

120.5 

•15 C. 4  .. 

131.9 

Richmond,  Va. 

V 

October 

— 

137.7 

— 

109.8 

-- 

— 

November 

— 

137*8 

mm  mm 

*  *9  — 

109.7 

— 

— 

December 

126.4 

138.6 

145.7 

-- 

1C9.6 

147.1 

119.2 

St.  Louis,  Mo*- 

- 

October  '  * 

126.9 

141.4 

144*9 

108.3 

128,5. 

120.0 

November 

126.8 

141.4 

143.8 

— 

108.3 

129 . 1 

120.  0 

December 

128.4 

144.1 

144.3 

— 

1C8 , 3 

128.0 

122.6 

San  Francisco,-  Calif. 

• 

« 

0 

, 

October 

133.0 

147,9 

143.6 

92,9 

131.6 

133.3 

November 

134. 4 

151.5 

144.7 

— 

92.9 

131.5 

133.2 

December 

135.8 

154.1 

147.  C 

— 

92.9 

132.0 

luo#b 

Savannah,  Ga. 

October 

137.5 

155.4 

146.0 

.  — 

113.6 

158.6 

12.9,8 

November 

137.8 

155.6 

147.6 

— 

112,9 

159.6  . 

129.9 

December 

137.7 

154.4 

148.6 

115.5 

112.7 

160.5 

151  •  3 

Scranton,  Pa. 

- 

October 

138.7 

— 

117.7- 

*  * * 

— 

Novembe  r 

— 

13g,5 

— 

mm  mm 

117.7 

mm  mm 

— 

December 

128.1 

141.3 

150.5 

98.4 

118.7  . 

145.9 

.115.5 

Seattle,  'Nash. 

« 

• 

October 

131.9 

142.7 

147.6 

mm  mm 

104.7 

144.5 

132.5 

November 

132.9 

145.3 

147.5 

,  -- 

104.8 

144,9 

138.5 

December 

134.7 

la-9.6 

148.9 

.  — 

104.7 

l*i8 . 0 

152.9 

Washington,  D.-  C. 

*•  • 

4 

October 

129.0 

140.2 

160.  S 

-- 

111.1 

x  44  *  a 

1 89  »  0 

November 

129.5 

140.8 

163.1 

— 

111.1 

145.2 

129,3 

December  •  - 

129.9 

140.9 

165.7 

100.3 

111.5 

145*1 

129.4 

\J  Data  not  available. 

2 /  Data occl looted  in  November,  1945* 


TABLE1  4  -  CONSUMERS4: •  PRI  dE  INDEX,  F£R-  LARGE  CITIES*  -  Page  9 

PERCENT  •  CHANGES  EY  GROUPS, ,.3'/  , CITIES  *  '  December  1945 

FROM  NOVEMBER  1945  TO  DECEMBER  1945 

9  .  >  \  '  r 


. 

l\iel 

•House- 

Mi  seel- 

City 

All 

Food 

Clothing 

Electric- 

furnish- 

laneous 

'  — *•  —  - . — 

items 

.  . .  >.  .  ... 

. i.ty.  Ice 

--  i.N£?  .  .. 

AVERAGE 

C .  5 

0.9 

0.5 

0.2 

C.5 

0*  2 

*  1 1 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

-4. 

..  . .  •  •  .*  ■ ... .» 
0.4 

. - " 

• 

. . 

mm  mm  ”  ** 

Baltimore,  -Md . 

0.5 

0*4 

1.7 ; 

C.  3 

0.7 

a .. 

Birmingham?  -  Ala . 

0*4 

1.0 

0*  3l  :  •  f 

C* 

0.3 

0 

Boston,  Mass* 

0.-2 

C.5 

-0,6 

0.2 

1.5 

0. 1 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

0.3 

0.7 

-0.1 

C.  3 

0.3 

C  '■ 

Chicago,  Ill. 

0.5 

1.1 

0.1 

C.l 

0.3 

r 

»  N 

Cincinnati-,  -  Ohio 
Cleveland*  Ohio 

l/C:*2 
.  0>.  3 

0.7 

0.  7 

1/0.  s 

0. 

0..  • 

C.l 

1/1.5  . 

-0.4 

l/0.1 

0 

Denver,  Colo. 

1.2 

2.8 

0.1 

0 

1.0 

0.2 

Detroit,  Mich. 

0.2 

0.6 

0.3 

C.l 

0.8 

-0.2  - 

Houston,  Tex. 

0-.  2 

1*0 

-0.3 

.0 

C.3 

1 

o 

• 

t 

Indianapolis,  Ind .  . 

— 

1.0  , 

mm  mm 

0.2 

•» 

— 

*  •  r  • 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

0.8 

m  « 

0.1 

m»  mm 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

0.6 

1.1 

0.2  ‘ 

0 

0.  4 

0.1 

‘Los  nngele-s,  .Calif.. 

0-.  5 

1*1 

0  . 

-0.1 

-0.2 

Manchester)  N.  H. 

— 

0*9 

— . 

-0,1 

mm  mm 

Memphis,  Penn. 

- — 

2.0  . 

—  — 

p 

jm  mm 

mm  mm 

Mi  lwauke  e ,  Wi  s . 

— 

0.9 

-- 

0.1 

m m 

— 

Minneapo li-s, ■ Minn.  . 

0.4 

1..C 

-C.l 

0.1 

1.0  ‘ 

*  * 

0 

Mobile,  Ala,-  ..  1 

0.3 

-- 

0 

m»  mm 

■»  VI 

New  Orleans,  La. 

-o..  3 

•m  mm 

-0.1 

mm  mm 

mm  mm 

New  York,  N.  Y-. 

0.5 

1.1 

0.3 

0.2 

0.6 

0 

Norfolk.  Va. 

— 

0.6 

—  — 

0 

••  — 

_ 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  • 

•0*3 

Q-S 

0.5 

Q.,4 

0. 3  ’ 

0 

...  •  •  » 

P-ittsburth,  Pa. 

•  .0.7 

•*- 

C.»  4 

* 

.  .0 

0.1 

0.2 

Port lan a,  Maine 

-- 

1.  0 

—  — 

0.  2 

Portland,  Oreg. 

— 

1.7 

—  — 

0 

— 

Richmond,  Va.- 

— 

0-..6 

v 

-Q.l 

mm  mm 

V  — 

St.  Louis,*  Mo. 

-1.3 

L.  9 

0-..3. 

.  0 

-0.9 

2.2 

Sa  n  F  ran  c  i»s  c  o ,  Ca  1  if . 

-1~.  0 

L.7 

1-..6 

-  .0 

0.4 

,0.5 

Savannah,  Ga. 

r  1 

. 

o 

-0.8 

0.7 

-0.2  • 

0.6 

1.1  , 

Scranton,  -Pa. 

w«w 

1.3 

0.8 

Se  a  tt  1  e ,  Wa  sh . 

’  1  •  4 

3.  0 

0*9 

-0.1  ! 

1.1 

0.3 

Washington,  D.  C.  •  • 

•  0*3 

0.1 

1*6  . 

0.  4 

-0.1 

0.1 

*  See  general  exolanat 

l/  Change  from  October, 

ion  of  to 
1945. 

.bles  on 

page  2. 

♦ 

1 

’age  10 

December  1945 


TABI£ 


....  ,T.r  i 

4A  -  CONSUMERS 1  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  -LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,' Si  CITIES 
FROM  SEPTEMBER  '1945  TO  DECEMBER  1945 


f .  City 

"i  .....  '■  ‘  -••••■  - 

All  ‘ 

.  Items 

Food 

Cloth 

ing 

1  ’  Rent 

Fuel, 

Electric¬ 
ity  &  Ice 

House- " 
furnish¬ 
ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

AVERAGE 

.  O.S 

1.4 

0.8 

.0 

-0.4 

1.0 

.  0,2 

Atlanta,  Ga.  ...  .  .  - 

-0.1 

0.1 

1.1 

.  -  ■*  * 

-2.5 

f  0 

-U.  i 

Balt iinore ,  Md . 

0.2 

.0 

0.9 

■f  -  ' 

0.2 

2.1 

-0.2 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

0.4 

0.8 

0.6 

0.1 

0.4 

0 

Boston,  Mass. 

-  0.2 

0.8 

^0.9 

0.2 

-1.2 

0 

Buffalo,  N.  I.- 

i.o ' 

1.7 

1.9 

1/0.2 

0.9 

1.2 

-0.3 

Chicago r  Ill,  * 

0.4 

1.3 

-0.4 

1/0.2 

0.2 

0  *' 

-0.8 

i« 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

0.5  ' 

0.4 

0.9 

j 

•  w 

-0,1 

l ,  ^ 

0.6 

Cleve land ,  Ohio- 

0.7 

1.5 

0.1 

0.1 

0.4 

'  0.4 

Denver,  Colo. 

1.3 

4.1 

0.2 

1/0.4 

-7.4 

2.9 

0.2' 

Detroit,  Mich.  - 

.  0.4 

1.1 

0.4 

jJL/  0 

-2.6 

1.2- 

0.2 

Houston, -Tex. 

-0.2 

.  0.3 

-0.6 

-3.2 

0.0 

-0.4 

Irja  ia  napolis ,  Ind . 

V  - 

,  0.7 

.  1.2 

0.3 

1/0.2 

0.3 

0.2 

0.5; 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

-0.6 

-0.8 

0.5 

I 

0.2 

-1.6 

-0.9 

Kansas  City,  Mo,- 

.  0.8 

1.9 

0.1 

1/  0.1 

0 

1.2 

0,7 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

1.3 

2.5 

0.4 

1/-0.1 

0 

0.4 

1.0  ' 

Manchester,  N.  H; 

0.8 

1.8 

0,7 

•» 

-0.2 

2.3 

-0.4 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

1.3 

2.5 

1.7 

0 

1.0 

0.1 

Milwaukee y  Fis, 

0.5 

P.9 

-0..2 

1/-0.1- 

0.1 

1.8 

0,4 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

0.8 

1.9 

0.2 

MV 

0.3 

1.6 

0.1 

Mobile,  Ala, 

0.4  ' 

'  0 

1.5 

1/-0.9 

-0.1 

1  7  7 

0.2 

New  Orleans,  La. 

-0.8 

-1.9 

0.5 

1/  0 

-0.1 

T  O 

0.4 

New  York,-  N*  Y. 

'  1.2 

.2.6 

1.5 

1/  0 

-1.0 

2.0 

-0.2 

Norfolk,  Va. 

'  0.7 

6.8 

1.6 

1/-0.1  - 

0 

4.9 

-0.4 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  * 

'0.5 

0.8 

0.8 

— 

0.3 

1.2 

-0.2 

Pittsburgh,.  Pa. 

0.8 

O'.  5 

4.0  •: 

1/  0  " 

-0.1 

1.0 

0 

Portland,  Maine 

'  0.7 

•1.6 

0.4.  1 

2/-0.1  -• 

0.1 

1.8 

0.2 

Portland,  Oreg. 

*1.5 

3:i 

-0.4.  [ 

L./-0.3  -■ 

0 

2.9 

0.8 

Richmond,  Va. 

'0.2 

Oil 

0,8. 

... 

-0.3 

-0.1 

0.2 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

.1  Q 

1.9 

0 

0 

0.1 

2.2 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

•2.4 

4 .6 

2,4, 

— 

0 

0.3 

n.  5 

♦  v  * 

Savannah,  Ga. 

-0.4 

i  V- 

-JL.  0 

1.9  * : 

:/-o  .3 

"  -0.4 

9  0 

r*s»  •  V-y 

0.6 

Scranton,  Pa. 

0.9 

1.4 

0.7  J 

,/  0.6 

■  0.7 

1  _  ^ 

-0.2 

Seattle,  Wash. 

1.7 

3.7 

1.5  r 

^  — 

0 

1.8 

0.2 

Washington,  D.  C. 

t  ■ 

0.6  _ 

r* 

-0.4 

4 

3.3  ] 

J  0 

0.4 

r\  0 

s'  / 

•W  #  .  w 

0.4 

’  *  1 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  .page  2. 
1/  Change  from  June,  1945. 

2/  Change  from  June  to  November,  1945., 


TA3IE  5  -  RETAIL  FCOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED* 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS  4 
INDEXES 


'age 


11 


AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Dec.  1945 


Group 


ALL  FOODS 

Cereals  1  bakery  products 
Meats 

.Beef  &  veal 
Pork 
Lamb 

Chickens 

■tfish,  Fresh  &  canned 
Dairy  products 
Eggs 

Fruits  <■:  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 


ALL  FOODS 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 
Meats 

Beef  &  veal 

Pork 

Lamb 

Chickens 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 
Dairy  products 
Eggs 

Fruits  1  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 


|  Dec.  11 

|  1945 

|  Nov.  13 
1945 

j  Dec.  12 
i  1944 

May  18 
1943 

May  12 
1942 

Jan,  34. 
1941 

Aug. 15 
1939 

This 

Month 

i/ 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

"Hold 

the 

Line”* 

GMPR 

-X- 

"Little 

Steel" 

*2/ 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

Indexes 

.  1935-Cq 

=  100.0 

141.4 

140.1 

.137.4  . 

143.0 

121.6- 

97.8 

93.5 

109.2 

109.1 

108/6 

107.6 

105.2 

94.9 

93.4 

131.2 

131.0 

129.9 

138.3 

124.3 

101.1 

95.7 

113.3 

118.2 

113.3 

131.2 

124.1 

109.4 

99.6 

112.6 

112.6 

112.3 

125.5 

123.2 

86,1 

S8.0 

136.4 

136,2 

134.6 

141.6 

118.2 

93.7 

98.8 

153.1 

152.5 

150.6 

147.6 

113.4- 

97.2 

94.6 

221.7 

220.8 

211.0 

200.5 

150.9 

118.7 

99.6 

136.2 

135.9 

133,5 

136.9 

123.3- 

105.1 

93.1 

193.2  . 

192.1 

188.5 

142.1 

115.4 

97.4 

90.7 

177.3 

172.3 

164.2 

190.3 

128.7 

93.3 

92.4 

138.4 

181.9 

171.9 

205.8 

130.0 

93.4 

92.8 

130.3 

130. 6 

129.9 

131.1 

122.7 

91.4 

91.6 

168. 7 

168.5 

166,4 

153.0 

13 1.2 

99.6 

90.3 

124.9 

124.9. 

124.3 

124. 5 

124.6 

90.9 

94.9 

125.1 

124.4 

123.3  • 

126.3 

122.4 

80.3 

84.5 

126, 6 

126.5 

126.4  . 

127.6 

* 

127.1 

95.3 

95.6 

Percent 

Change  to  Doc.  11 

.  1945 

. 

* 

0.9 

.  2.9  . 

-  .1.1 

16.3 

44.6 

51.2 

—  — 

C.l 

0.6 

1.5 

3.8 

-15.1 

16.9 

0.2 

1.0 

-  5.1 

5.6 

-29.8 

37.1 

— 

0.1 

0 

-  9.8 

-4.7 

8.1 

18.8 

— 

0 

0.3 

-10.3 

-8.6 

30.8 

28.0 

-- 

0.1 

r  0.6 

-  3.7 

15.4 

38.2 

38.1 

•••• 

0.4 

•  1.7  . 

3.7 

35.0 

57.5 

61.8 

0.4 

5.1  - 

10.6 

46.9 

86, 8 

122.6 

—  — 

0.2 

2.0 

-0.5 

10.5 

■  29,6 

46. 3 

— 

0.6 

2.5  - 

36.0 

67.4* 

98.4 

113.0 

— 

2.9 

8.0  • 

-  7.1  - 

37.8 

90.0 

91.9 

—  — 

3.6 

9.6 

-8.5 

44.9 

101.7 

103.0 

—  — 

-0.2 

0.3 

-0.6 

6,2 

42.6 

42.2 

— — 

0.1 

1.4 

6. 8 

28.6 

69.4 

86.8 

—  — 

0 

-  0.5 

0.3 

0.2  • 

37.4 

31.6 

— 

0.6 

1.5 

-  1.0 

2.2 

55.8 

48.0 

0.1 

0.2 

-  0.8 

-0.4  • 

32.8 

32.4 

* 


Soo  general  explanation  of  tables.  on  pago  2, 

1/  Preliminary. 

2/  The  "Little  Steel"  wage  formula  applies  to.  Jan.  1,  1941.  Jan.  14,  1941  is  the 

nearest  cate  for  which  data  on  re-bail  prices. of  individual  foods  have  been 
computed. 
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Doc.  1945 


1 


City 

AVERAGE 


Atlanta ,  Ga . 
Baltimore,  Md,  . 
Birming ham ,  Ala . 
Boston,  Hass. 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Buffalo,  N.  I.  . 
Butte,  Mont. 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
Chicago,  Ill. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland ,  Qhi o 
C  olumbus ,  Ohi o 
Dallas,  Texas 
Denver,  Colo. 

Detroit,  Mich. 

Fall  River,  Mass. 
Houston,  Texas 
Indianapoli s ,  Ind . 
Jackson,  .Hiss. 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Kansas  City,  Mo, 

Kn oxvi He ,  To nn . 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Los  Angelos,  Calif. 

Louisville,  Ky. 
Manchester,  N.  H. 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
Milwauko  o ,  "i  s , 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Newark,  N.  J. 

N aw  Haven ,  G onn . 

New  Orleans,  La. 

New  York,  N.  Y, 


TABLE  6  -  RETAIL  POOD  PRICES  IN  URGE  CITIES* 
.  PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS  OP  FOODS 
NOV.  13,  1945  TO  DEC.  11,  1945 


All 

Cereals 

H - 

Dairy 

|  Fruits 

1  Bov- 

i  TdOo 

Tc 

!  Sugar 

Poods 

and 

Meats 

Prod- 

Eggs 

and 

j  or 

I  and  • 

and 

'■ 

Bakery 

ucts 

Vog. 

!  a  me  s 

CH  Is 

Sweets 

iK 

f. 

0.5 

\  C.l 

0.2 

0.2 

0.6 

2.9 

0.0 

0.6 

0.1 

'  f, 

0.4 

0.2 

-0.2 

0.1 

-0.2 

2.3 

0.1 

o.C 

0 

0.4 

0 

0  e 
•  ... 

0 

0  ° 

1.0 

-0.1 

!  0.6 

-0.4 

l.C 

C.l. 

0 

v_* 

0.7 

1.8 

!  2.7 

o 

j  ’  r.  ry 

|  ih  • 

0 

* 

0..5 

0 

-0.2 

0.4 

0.7 

1.8 

-0.1 

n  o 

V.- « n 

0 

0.4 

0.1 

0 

0.4 

-0.3 

1 . 6 

0 

0.6 

i 

-0.2 

0.7 

-0.1 

0.3 

-C.l 

-0.6 

9  7 

♦--a  / 

0 

0.7 

0.1 

0.9 

0 

-1.2 

r\ 

1.7 

3.8 

-0.2 

1  7 

— -  •  i 

0 

1.1 

-0.1 

-0.7 

3.8 

1.6 

1.3 

-0.1 

0.2 

0 

0.4 

G.2 

0.1 

0 

1.9 

0.8  - 

0 

0.1 

0 

1.1 

0 

0.4 

-0.1 

0.5 

3.5 

0  ^ 

0.2 

0.6 

0.7 

G.2 

-0.1 

0 

0.5 

2.2 

0 

0.4 

0 

0.7 

_n  n 

-  v.ie. 

0 

0.1 

0 

2.5 

0  ’ 

0.2 

-  0 

0.4 

n 

-1.2 

0.2 

0.5 

2.7 

-0.2 

0.2 

-0.1 

0.4 

C.l 

*  « 

-0.1 

-0.4 

2.3 

0 

0.4 

0.1 

c 

2,8 

-0.1 

-0.2 

0 

0.7 

10.1 

0 

■ 

'  0.7 

-0.1 

0.6 

0  9 

-0.1 

-C.l 

0.7 

1.7 

0.1 

1.6 

0.4 

0.4 

0.2 

-0.6 

0.7 

p  4 

H5 

0 

0.6 

-0.1 

1.0 

0.1 

-C.l 

0.4 

1  c  O 

2.6 

0 

1.0 

0 

1.0 

0 

0  i 

0.8 

0.8 

3.7 

0 

1.2 

-0.2 

-0.1 

0 

-0.1 

0.1 

0.7 

-0.3 

-0,1 

0.8 

-0.1 

0.8 

0.2 

-0.1 

0.2 

1.0 

2.3 

o  1 

1.5 

0 

1.1 

0 

-0.5 

-0.1 

0.6 

5.3 

-0.2 

0.7 

0.3 

-0.1 

0 

0.2  j 

0 

-  • 

-1 

0 

-0.4 

0.2 

0.7 

0 

0.1  i 

0.1 

0.8  j 

2.6 

0 

0.5 

0 

1 

» 

1.1 

-0.1 

1 

-0.2 

0.1 

0.2  i 

i 

3.5 

0 

0.7 

-0.2 

0.7 

0 

0  | 

0 

0.4 

3.5 

0 

1.1 

-0.1 

0.9 

0 

0.2  | 

1.0 

0.5  i 

2.7 

0 

1.2 

-0.1 

2.0 

-0.3 

0  ! 

0.1 

1.0  | 

7.8 

0.2 

0.9 

0 

0.9 

0 

0.3  ! 

0.2 

0.9  | 

3.0 

_n  1 

-  -  o  -  - 

0.2 

0 

1.0 

0 

o.i  ! 
1 

j 

-C.l 

0.7 

4.9 

■  0 

0.5 

0 

0.3 

0 

1.0  i 

0.4 

0.8 

-0.4 

0 

0.1  ! 

C.  5 

0.3 

-0.1 

0.7  ! 

0.2  i 

0  7  ! 

-  *  •  i 

-0.1 

0.3 

-0.1  ! 

0.9 

0.4 

0.2 

0.7  j 

0.4 

-0,5  ! 

0.5 

0 

QH  ! 

^  f 

0.2 

-0.3 

-0.2 

-1.2  j 

0.5 

1.2  ! 

-0.5 

-0.4  j 

0.4  i 

0 

1.1 

0.1 

t 

-  -  i 

0.9  j 

I 

; 

0.4  1 

1 

0.5  i 

i 

I 

...... . . . ,.t 

2.9 

0.2 ; 

i 

-0.3  j 

i 

- i. 

0.1 

general  explanation  of  tables  on 


pag. 


*  So— 


TABLE  6  (Continued)  RETAIL  FOOD  FRIGES  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  3Y  GROUPS  OF  FOODS 
NOV.  13,  1945  TO  DSC.  11,  1945 


ge  13 
1945 


City 

j .  . 1 

AH 

Cereals 

. 

Dairy 

j 

Fruits 

Bov- 

Fats 

j  Sugar 

•Pi -LX 

Foods 

and 

Moats 

Prod- 

Eggs 

and 

or- 

and 

!  and 

Bakery 

uc-ts 

Vog. 

a  go  s 

OX  s 

j  S’joots 

Norfolk,  Va. 

0.6 

-0.2 

0.4  ' 

1.9 

7.3 

-0.1 

0.9 

j 

!  0.3 

Omaha,  I'ebr. 

1.3 

0.2 

-0.1 

0 

1.8 

4.9 

0.3 

0.6 

0 

Peoria,  Ill. 

0.2 

0.1 

0  ‘ 

0.4  ' 

C.6 

0.3 

0 

1.4 

0 

Phila  do Iphia ,  Pa . 

0.6 

-0.2 

0.2' 

0.5 

0.5' 

1.8 

-0.1 

-0.3 

-0.2 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

0.1 

0 

0 

0.1 

0.4 

1.5 

-0.2 

r  o 

0 

Portland,  Maine 

1.0 

r\  o 

•  J 

-C.3 

0.5  ' 

1.2 

.  4.1 

0.1 

0.2 

0 

Portia nd ,  Oro g . 

1.7 

0 

0.1 

0.1 

0 

5.7 

0 

0.8 

0 

Providence.,  R.  I. 

0.9 

0.2 

0.5 

0,6 

0.2 

2.8 

-0.1 

n.  a 
' 

0 

Richmond,  Va. 

0.6 

-0.1 

-0.7 

0.3 

0.3 

3.1 

0 

T  a 

— .  i 

-0,1 

Rochester,  N,  Y. 

- 

1.9 

0 

-C.2  . 

0.1 

'  0.3 

11.0 

r\ 

1.5 

0 

St.  Louis,  No, 

• 

1.9 

0 

0  ' 

0 

1.4 

6. 5 

0.1 

■  0.2 

i 

o 

4) 

St.  Paul,  Linn. 

OX 

0.1 

-0.1 

0.3 

-0.6 

3.7 

0  . 

0.5 

0 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

0.6 

-0.4 

-0.2  • 

0  ’ 

1.5 

2.3 

-0.7 

1.0 

-0.2 

b an  I ranci s  c  o ,  Ca 

lif. 

1.7 

0 

0.2 

-0.3 

0.3 

5.3 

0 

0.9 

0. 1 

Savannah,  Ga, 

. 

-0.3 

0  ' 

0.1  i 

1.0 

: 

2.4 

-5.1 

0.1 

0.1 

-0.1 

Scranton,  Pa. 

1.3 

0 

-0.2  ! 

'  0.1 

1.0  i 

5.5 

0 

0.7 

0 

Seattle,  "rash. 

'  •* 

3.0 

0.1 

0,7  ! 

1.1 

0.2 

11.1 

0.2 

1.2 

-0.1 

Springfield ,  Ill, 

0.7 

0  * 

-0.5  1 

0  • 

-0.4 

3.1 

0 

0.7! 

0 

Washington,  D.  C. 

0.1 

0.1 

o  ! 

0.2 

0.1 

-0.1 

1.1 

i.8 

0 

Wichita,  Nans. 

l.C 

0  ' 

-0.1  ; 

■•0.1  ■ 

1  c* 

-1,0 

5.0 

0 

1.2 

0 

Wins tori-Salo^. ,  N . 

C. 

0.1 

0.2 

o.i  ! 
» 

i 

0.1  1 

i 

j 

0.7 

I 

0.2 

• 0 .1 

— . 

0.5 

: 

1 

- U 

0 

See  'general  explanation  of 'tables  on  ."oa.gc 


Pa£®  p4  TABLE  7  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 

December  1945  INDEXES •  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  DECEMBER  13.,  1945 

FROL  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


Indexes 

id  • 

(1935-39=100.0) 

Percent  cha 

nge  to 

Dec.  11 

,  194-5  from 

.* 

Doc.  11 

Nov.  13 

Nov.  13 

iDoc.  12i  May  18 

May  12 

jean.  1/ 

J Aug. 15 

w 

1945 

.  2m 

.3,245. 

L  1944 

j  1943 

1942 

194,1 

1939 

City  , 

i 

f 

"Hold 

1 — 

| "Little 
I  Steel" 

2  /* 

Month 

This 

Month 

Hast 

Month 

Last 

Month 

!  Year 
Ago 

the 
Lino  * 

GMFR 

* 

Before 
"tar  in 

1/ 

*• 

t 

Euro no 

AVERAGE 

141  •  4 

140,1 

0.9 

2.9 

--1.1 

1  16.3 

44.6 

51.2 

Atlanta ,  Ga . 

141.6 

141.0 

0.4 

2.0 

-0.9 

1 

17.6 

Of)  9 

I 

i  53.1 

Baltimore,  Ld. 

143.1 

147.5 

0,4 

2.9 

-2.9 

17.7 

51.3 

56.4 

Birmingham,  Ala.  . 

145.2 

143.3 

1 . 0 

1  2.0 

.  3.2 

20.5  . 

51.2 

60.1 

Boston,  Lass, 

134. 5 

133.8 

0.5 

1.4 

-2,6 

13.7 

41 . 3 

43.9 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

136.8 

136.3 

•  0.4 

1.6 

-5.5 

12.8 

41.8 

46.8 

Buffalo,  N,  I, 

137.6 

136.7 

0,7 

2.6 

-6.9' 

9.9 

i 

97  9 

•  J?  J 

45.6 

Butte,  Hont. 

139.2 

137.9 

0.9 

3.6 

0.7 

14,6 

41.0 

47.9 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  3/ 

144,3 

142.8 

1.1 

3.1 

0 

16. 5 

50.5 

Charleston,  S,  C, 

133.9 

133.4 

2,9 

-1.0 

12.7 

4>-,.o 

46.1 

Chicago,  Ill. 

139.3 

137.3 

1  7 

2.1 

-1.3 

14. 5 

i  41.9 

50.9 

C incinna t i ,  Ohio 

133.7 

137.7 

•  0.7 

3.0 

-  0,3 

13.3 

43.7 

53*.  4 

Clove  la.  nd ,  •  C-hi  o 

144.8 

143.8 

r  0.7 

3.0 

-1.0 

.  16.7 

•  4-6.0 

54.7 

Columbus,  Ohio 

133.5 

133.0 

0.4 

3.2 

-2.1 

12.6 

/  9  Q 

51.5 

Dallas,  Tex. 

137.5 

137.0 

0.4 

3.1 

-0.5 

17.7 

/  c>  0 

40  .  e 

49.9 

Denver,  Colo. 

141 . 7 

137.9 

2.8  . 

2.8 

-1,5 

15.3 

49.5 

52.9 

Detroit,  Mich, 

133.3 

1.37.5 

0.6  , 

4.2 

.-3.6 

13.0 

/ •  O 

52.6 

Fall  River,  Lass, 

134.8 

•134.3 

0.4  - 

2.0 

-4.1 

11.6 

38.3 

41.3 

Houston,  Tox. 

I4O.9 

139.5 

.  1.0  . 

3.7 

.-1.9 

11.9 

37.3 

44.1 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

137.7 

136,3 

1.0  j 

2.9 

.-1.8  V 

10.2 

40.2 

51.8 

Jackson,  JMiss.  J{/ 

150.0 

150.1 

-0.1 

-0  9 

-2.0 

16.9 

42.5 

— 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

150.7 

149.5  ! 

0.8 

2.7 

-0.5 

18. 3 

52.5 

57.3 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

135.3 

133. s 

1.1 

3.3 

-1 . 9 

13.9  . 

46.4 

47.9 

Knoxville,  Term.  Jj/. 

159.3 

160.0 

-0,1 

0.9 

•  2.0 

'.22.0. 

64.6 

Little  Rock,  Ark, 

139.8 

133.8 

0.7 

2.0 

-1.4 

13,5 

46.2 

48.7 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

150.9 

149.2 

1.1 

4.9 

3.2 

17.8 

48.2 

59.5 

Louisville,  Ky. 

135.2 

134.2 

0.7 

2,4 

-4.5 

10.3 

41.6 

46.8 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

137.3 

136,1 

0.9 

2.8 

-3.5 

10.7 

42.1 

44.7 

Memphis,  Tonn. 

151.8 

148.8 

2.0 

4.3 

1  1 
-J-  •  -J- 

22.9 

61.1 

69.2 

M i Iv/auke e ,  Mis. 

139.1 

137.8 

0.9 

2.9  * 

-2.0 

16,1 

•  45.0 

52.7 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

135.1 

133.7 

1.0 

* 

0.1 

11.7 

36. 5 

42.2 

Mobile,  Ala. 

143.9 

148.4  J 

0  a 

i 

3,0 

-0.7 

17,4 

52.1 

55.9 

Nevffi.rk,  IT.  J. 

144.0 

143.6  | 

0.3 

2,7 

1.1 

19.1 

45.7 

50.6 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

135.3 

185.3  ! 

0.4  ! 

0.4  1 

-6.8 

12.6 

/.  1  0 

'V —  •  ,* 

44.9 

New  Orleans,  La, 

152.7 

153.2 

-0.3 

1.6 

0.1 

18.4 

40.9 

56.5 

Now  York,  N.  Y. 

T?  .£>  X  .  X  - 

143. 3 

141.7 

1.1 

i 

, 

3.3 

1 

0 

t 

91  /  1 

J 

44.0 

49.6 

For  footnotes,  see  page  15. 


TABLE  7  (Continued)  -  RETAIL' FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARG: 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT ■ CHANGES  TO  DECEMBER  11, 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES.,  31  CITIES 


CITIES*  Page  15 

December  1945 


Indexes 


Percent  change  to  Dec.  11,  1945 


.rom 


• 

Dec.  11 

i  Nov.  13 

1  Nov.  13i  Doc.  12 

i.ic.y  ±*j 

il 

El 

Jan.  14 

Aug, 15 

City  v- 

.  1945  . 

1945  

1947, 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1939 

"Hold 

” Little 
Steel" 
2/* 

Month 

This 

Month 

u/. 

Last 

Month 

i  Last 
Month 

Year 

Ago 

the 

Line" 

Before 
"Jar  in 
Europe 

N off oil,  Vsr, 

145.2 

\ 

144.3 

0.6 

■  1.4 

-5.3 

15.1 

51 . 6 

55.1 

Omaha,  Heir. ..  1 

134.5 

132.0 

1.3 

3.5 

-2.5 

12.2 

37.7, 

45.7 

Peoria,  Ill, 

145.7 

145.4 

0.2 

•  3.7 

-2.0 

12.9 

47.2 

56.0 

Philadeluhia ,  Pa.  * 

138.7 

137.9 

.  0.6 

2.7 

-2.0 

16.2 

36.  Q 

48.  r 

Pittsburgh;  Pa.  * 

%  * 

140.3 

139.7 

■  *  0.4 

■ 

3.1 

-1 . 5 

15.6. 

43.2 

51.7 

Portland,  Maine 

135.2 

133.9 

• 

1.0 

1.6 

-3.6 

11 . 1 

41.9- 

41.0 

Portland,  Oreg. 

153.9 

151.4 

1.7 

3.9 

0.2 

14.4 

a 

60.1 

Prdvidence,  A.  I.* 

14C.3 

139.0 

•  0.9 

3.4 

r  0 . 5 

14.9 

/  n 

•  -  >  s  *  » 

49.7 

Richmond,  Ya. 

133.6 

137  jO 

•  0.3 

1.1 

r2.Q 

14.6 

’47,9 

50.3 

Rochester, ' N.  I. 

137.7 

13  5  a 

.  1  9 
~  •; 

2.8 

rl.4 

12.6 

37.8 

'49.2 

St.  Louis, 'Mo. 

144.1 

141.4 

1.9 

3.3 

r0.4 

16.4 

45.3 

r  0  ^ 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

133.7 

132.0 

0.7 

3.6 

-0.8  ' 

12.6 

3  5 . 6 

7:1.8 

Salt  LaRe  City,  Utah 

146. 5 

145.6 

0.6 

3.2 

.1.2 

18. 0. 

50.3 

54.9 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

154:1 

151.5 

■  1.7 

3.4 

4.1 

22.8 

54. 7 

64.3 

Savannah,  Ga. 

154.4 

155.6 

-0.8 

2.6 

.  0.4  . 

18.5 

53.6 

59.7 

Scranton,  Pa. 

141.3 

139.5 

•  1.3  . 

3.0 

-4.7  . 

16.8 

/;7,.  9 

53.4 

Seattle,  Nash. 

149.6 

145.3  ; 

3.0 

7.0 

-0.5 

15.2 

7,8.1 

58.3 

Springfield ,  Ill .« 

146.5 

■145.5  | 

•  0.7 

3.2 

.-1.3 

17.,  5 

52.3 

55.7 

Washington,  D.  C.' 

140.9 

•140.8 

..  0.1  . 

2.8 

.-1.1 

16,7 

44.2  - 

49.7 

Wichita,  Ivans,  2/ 

1-52 . 1 

♦150.6 

•.  1.0  . 

3.3 

.  0.9  j 

17.9 

J'-J  •  J 

Wins  ton -Salem,  N.-  C.  3/ 

H2.3 

•1M2. 1 
*  * ' 

.  ( 

♦  0.1 

) 

2.6 

.1.6  | 

- L 

19.3 

,51.9 

—  j 

-- 

*’  See  gerieral  explanation  of  tables  or -page  2,  , 

1/  Preliminary.  •  •  i  /  .  .. 

2/  The  "Little  Steel"  wage  formula  Applies  to  Jan,  1,  1941.  Jan.  14,  1941  is  the 

nearest  oats  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  been 
computed.  *  > 

3/  June  1940  equals  100. 
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Page  16'  TABLE  8  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 

December  1945  AVERAGE  FRIGES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  DECEMBER  11.  1945 

FROM  SPSmTTED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


Percent  change  to  Dec.  11, 

1945  from 

Average 

Ncv,  13 j Dec.  12 

1945  1944 

May  18 
1943 

May  12 
..1942 . 

Jan, 14- Aug. 15 
1941  i  1939 

Commodity 

Prices 

"Hold 

I 

11 T  i  0 

L-  PJ.0 

Month 

Dec.  11 

Last 

Year 

the 

GMPR 

Before 

1945 

Month 

Ago 

Line" 

* 

* 

• 

Steel" 
1/  * 

War  in 
Europe 

(Cents ) 

i 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS: 

Cereals: 

Flour,  wheat 

10  lb; 

64*0 

-  0;2 

-  -0.2 

5.3 

24.  C 

54  c  6 

73.8 

Macaroni 

lb. 

15.6 

—  0.6 

-  0.6 

2.0 

9.9 

13.0 

11.4 

Wheat  cereal  2/ 

28  oz. 

23.3 

0 

0.9 

-  1,7 

-  3.3 

-  0.9 

-  3.7 

Corn  flakes’ 

8  os. 

6.7 

0 

3.1« 

-  1.5 

-  6.9 

-  5.6 

-  4.3 

Corn  meal 

"  lb. 

6.5 

n 

1.6 

16.1 

38.3 

■  54.0 

62.5 

Rice  2/ 

it 

12.9 

0 

0.8 

1.6 

4.9 

63.3 

72. C 

Rolled  Ocj.ts 

ti 

10.4 

© 

2.0 

19.5 

20,9 

46.5 

46,5 

Flo'ur,  pancake  2/  ■ 

’20  oz*. 

12.4 

-  3  .a 

•  0.8 

17.0 

V 

2/ 

2/ 

‘  Bake by  products: 

r 

r  Bread ,  white 

lb. 

8.8 

■  0 

n 

-  1,1 

1.1 

12.3 

12.3 

Bread,  whole  wheat? ■ 

ti 

9.7 

1.0 

1.0 

-  1.0 

2.1 

11.5 

10.2 

Bread,  rye  ' 

-  it. 

'  10.-0  - 

1.0 

1.0 

1.0 

3.4 

11.1 

8.7 

Vanilla  cookies 

tt 

29.0 

-  1.7 

0.3 

-  0.3 

4.7 

15.5 

3/ 

Soda  crackers 

tt 

18. S 

0 

—  0.5 

5.6 

14.0 

25.3- 

27.0 

•  l 

MEATS : 

• 

• 

. 

Beef: 

Round  steak 

lb. 

40.9 

0 

0.7 

•<•12.6 

-  7.5 

6.0 

12.4 

Rib  roast 

Tt 

33.0 

-  0.3 

0.3 

-12.5 

-  2.9 

4,8 

14.2 

Chuck  roast 

11 

28.3 

-  J 

.  0.4 

-11.0 

-  2.1 

12.3 

25.8 

Stew  meat  2/  * 

11 

29.9 

1.0 

-  1.6 

-14.6 

3/ 

,2/ 

2/\ 

Liver 

11 

37.3 

0 

.  .0 

—  0. 5 

3/ 

3/ 

2/- 

Hamburger  * 

11 

27..  5 

0,4 

0 

-14.6 

3/1  3/ 

2f: 

Veal: 

• 

Outlets 

r 

*  44*7- 

.  0 

r  0.2 

-12.9 

-16,6 

-  1.1 

5.2 

Roast ,  boned  and  rolled  2/" 

L  3  5s  9 

1.7 

0 

-  4.8 

i/ 

2/ 

3/ 

Pork:  - 

- 

*  • 

Chops 

jt 

37.3 

0.3 

0 

-11.0 

-13.7 

o  <*'•  o 

20.7 

Bacon,  sliced 

-  jt 

41.2 

r  0 

.  0.7 

-  9.8 

4.8 

36.9 

35.5 

Ham,  sliced 

Jt 

49.8 

.0.4 

-  0*4 

-16.  n 

-15.3 

10.4 

7.3 

Ham,  whole 

n 

|-  35.0 

0.3 

0.6 

-12.1 

n  > 

-  i  .4 

33.6 

27.7 

Salt  pork  • 

(n 

21.9 

-  .0.5 

0 

-11.3 

c>  0- 

-  o#o 

31.1 

42.2 

Liver  2 / 

."  f  22.1 

0 

0*5 

-  6,4 

2/ 

2/, 

2/ 

Sausage  2/ 

Bologna,  big  2/ 

it 

it 

38.8 

34.1 

0 

0 

0.8 

0,6 

1.3 

0.9 

2/ 

2/ 

2J 

2/ 

3/ 

3/ 

Lamb: 

* 

46.O 

Leg  * '  jp  : 

,11 

40.3- 

-  .0.2 

0.5 

-  3,6 

19.2 

45.0 

Rib  chops  • 

A  ■ 

45.6 

— 

-  0.7 

-  0.2 

i 

—  6.2 

10.4 

J  ... 
i 

30.3 

24.3 

For  footnotes,  see  page  18. 


.ABLE  8  .(Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD.  PRICES.  B3  LARGE  CITIES* 
AVERAGE  PRICES  AMD ' PERCENT  CHARGES  TO  DECEMBER  11,  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  FATES,  FOR  ;li%T7  ID  UAL'  ‘FOODS  "  • 


Pace  17 
December  1945 


•  . . . .  *- 

»  >• 

-■  Foment  c bang©,  -to  Dec..  11, 

1945  Xrom. 

•Nov*  -131  Dec.  12 

May  18! 

May  12 

g  '-r,  7  •', ! 

Aug. 15 

Average 

Prices. 

•1945  • 

1944 

1943  ! 

1942 

1941  1 

loqc; 

— *  /  >  g 

Commodity 

■  ■  . .  .  ... ... .  . 

Last 

nHold 

• 

M  Little! 

Month 

Dec.  11 

Year 

the 

G:  'PR 

before 

;•  .  ' 

■ 

j-945 

.  •  .  . 

.  Month 

•  Ago 

Line  ” 

ve 

Steel”! 

1  /  a;.  ! 

M  i 

War  in 

; 

7 

. 

*  1 

Europe 

r  . - 

—  •  . * 

(Cents*) 

'**•*'*•  *••••■••  . . 

r  — 

•  ••  ■  ■  .Av.Vj 

•  Ml  1.-.  ^ 

* . *  *  i 

MEATS:  (Continued) 

:  ( 

1 

! 

Poultry: 

U  lb. 

• 

1 

i 

■ • 

Roustiny  c Lichens 

46.9 

0.4 . 

1.7 

0  r? 

/ 

3?.o 

57. 7  * 

61,8 

.Fish: 

•  / 

4 

t 

v  ;  . 

1 

1 

Fish  (frejsh,  frozen)  4/  M 

i/- 

0.5 

[■  O  * 

P.-6) 

~ 11.9  ! 

56.9 

93.7 1 

j  28,6 

..  Salmon,  pgink 

16  oz,...  can 

23.2 

0.9 

*  0  7  • 

y»~ 

-3.3 

6,4 

47.8 

81.2 

Salmon,  red  2/ 

ti  ' 

*  * 

40.9 

1.2 

.  *1  Q 

♦  *7 

- 

2.2 

54.9 

77,1 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS : * 

~  1  » 

• 

» 

i 

, 

Butter 

\  ‘  +  • 

54.7 

0.6. 

9.4  , 

-  1.6 

■,  19.7 ! 

f  7:  0 

•  •  > 

76.2 

Cheese 

tT  ‘ 

V-  V 

-  0.6' 

’  -  1.4* 

-  7.6 

'■■4..4 

k  r!  •  7 

43.7 

«Milk,  fresh  (p.eliveredp  qif. 

15.6 

0 

0  ■ 

0 

/  **  n 

4#  / 

20,0* 

30,0 

.Milk,  fresh  (grocery  )y  ..  ” 

14.5 

0 

ry  ' 

Aa 

0.7 

.  7.4 

r' 

Qi  C> 

.  Milk,  ey:  porated 

I 4y  oz,  can 

9.9 

4, 

-  1.0 

‘ -  i*o  . 

• 

-  2.0 

13.8 

A-  /, 

* 

47.fi 

EGGS: 

% 

,  - 

' 

•! 

, 

• 

.  . . : 

'  ■  1 

Eggs,  fresh  L/ 

doz. 

68.2 

0,6 

0  •" 

36,0 

u  /  p  A 

* 

rvr;  /. 

113.0 

FRUITS  AMD  VEGETABLES 

: 

' 

• 

; 

1 

A  Fresh  fruits .and  ve 

ge tables : , 

• 

* 

d  , 

Fresh  fruits : - 

•  i 

V 

..  ■ 

Apples 

.  ••  IV, 

14.3 

1.4 

33.6- 

10.9 

90.7 

17:VQ,. 

225.0 

Bananas 

H 

..  10.5 

c 

-  5.4  ; 

-10.3 

-12.5 

59,1 

72.1 

Oranges 

>  0  z»  • 

49  .a 

4.5}  12.4“ 

5.9 1  2.3't 

16,4 

56.4  • 

r  -o  0 

< ;  3' 

55.9 

Grace  fruit  2/ 

. ,  p  ^ 

9.0 

15.4 

42,9 

•  i/ 

i 

2/ 

Fre  s  h  ve  get  a  ale  s : 

; 

- 

*  : Beans y  green 

.  11?; 

-  19.6 

!  -  2.5]  r  4.4  - 

12.6 

46,3 

40,0 

172.2 

Cabbage 

it 

5.9 

!  13.6 

-13.8- 

■  56.5 

11.1 

/r/i 

i  4  /  .  -1 

26,2 

Carrots 

bunch 

,8.9 

!  •■1,1 

O  E> 

8  /r 
o.  y 

34.8 

/  <f*  O 
^  P*-  ^  f  J  . 

93.5 

Lettuce  , 

,  ;  ..  head 

12.7^ 

i  3.3. 

1.6- 

-23.0 

38.0 

r*  -  «■'. 

pu,.u 

p 

Onions  « 

"•  4  ~  1  lb. 

n  p 

t  p  q 

44.0- 

-16 » 3 

6'  D 

7  •  / 

100.0 

100. 0 

Potatoes. 

A  151b. 

~  64*?  ■ 

^  ;/]  _  /  G , 

»  |  4  •  / 

-30.5 

21  3 

7  0  h  -) 

66.9 

Spinach  . 

t  -  ■  IV* 

-  U.3 

10. 0 

-  5.0  ■ 

—  c- ,  0 

r'2  7 

’  r-\ ' 
ji . ,  0 

44.9 

Sueet pot at oe s 
Beets  2/ 

..  Canned^' ru its  and  v 

+! 

• 

9 . 2 
'  •< 

!..  20.3. 

16,2  - 

-48  •  0 

n't  0 
f  ^  *  •<• 

•.  ‘.  -  O,  u 

'  AO  i 

bnnp  h 
e-gp  tables; 

8.7 

j  ~  2,2. 

i 

-10.3 

-25.0 

3/ 

13/ 

.  y 

Canned  fruits : 

D 

1 

1 

•w 

Peaches 

#2-A  can 

27.8 

i  r.  0,7' 

0 

4.9 

1  0 

68,5. 

62,6 

•  Pineapple 

n 

*•  **  ’  u 

26.4 

A-  0.4, 

r-  l.l 

-  8,0 

-  2.6 

o  <  0/ 

tfv.  V.'  »  ^ 

Of  f7 

Grapefruit  juice  ,  #2  can 

~  34.? 

!••  0, 

.07 

2.1 

Zrj  0 
4-3  f  ✓ 

1-  A  • 

3/ 

For  footnote a,  see  page  18, 


Page  IB 
December  1945 

TABLE  B  (Continued)  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES* 
AVERAGE  PRICES  ALT)  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  DECEMBER  11,  1945 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  FOODS 


Per 

cent  change  to 

Dec.  11 

,  1945  f 

rom 

Average 
Prices 
pec.  13. 

Nov.  13)  Dec.  12|  May  18 

j  May  12 j  Jan, 14 

j Aug. 15 

....  1945 

1944 

1  1943 

j  1942 

1941 

1939 

Commodity 

! 

|  "Hold 

"Little 

Month 

Last 

j  Year 

!  the 

GMPR 

Steel" 

Before 

1945 

Month 

1 

Line" 

* 

1/  * 

War  in 

. 

* 

1 

Europe 

(Cents) 

1 

f 

l 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

(Cont !d] 

I 

Canned  vegetables: 

Beans,  green 

#2  can 

13.3 

0.8 

1  1.5 

-11.3 

-  5.0 

33.0 

33 . 0 

Corn 

1! 

14,8. 

0.7 

0.7 

5.7 

13.8 

30.3 

42.3 

Peas 

11 

13.4 

0,8 

J-.  ^ 

-13.5 

-15.2 

1.5 

-1.5 

Tomatoes  ' 

II 

12.5 

0.8 

3.3 

-  2,3 

3.3 

40,8 

45.3 

Soup ,  ve  ge ta ble  2/ 11  oz .  can 

13.2 

1.5 

-  0.8 

0,8 

1/ 

n 

Dried  fruits  and  veget 

ables : 

Dried  fruits: 

1 

■ 

Prunes 

lb. 

17,4 

to 

• 

r~i 

2.4 

6.1 

41.5 

81,2 

97.7 

Dried  vegetables: 

i 

lb.  !  11.3 

■ 

Navy  beans 

-  0.9 

1.8 

13.0 

25.6 

73.8 

94.8 

Soup,  dehydrated, 

chicken  noodle  2/ 

oz. 

3.9 

2.6 

5,4 

5.4 

3/ 

j/ 

2/ 

BEVERAGES : 

• 

Coffee 

lb. 

30.7 

n 

1.3 

2,3 

6.2 

40.3 

37,7 

Tea 

i  lb. 

24.0 

-  0.4 

0 

11.6 

7.1 

36.4 

39.5 

Cocoa  2/ 

i  lb. 

10.4 

1.0 

0 

13.0 

2.0 

14.3 

20.9 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

I 

Lard 

lb. 

IS.  7 

0  1 

1 

o 

9 

VJH 

-  2,1 

4.5 

101,1 

88.9 

Shortening  other  than 

lard ; 

! 

i 

In  cartons 

lb.  i 

19.8 

-  0.5 

-  2.0  j 

-2,0 

0 

75.2 

69.2 

In  other  containers 

ll  ! 

i 

24.5 

0 

-  1.2  i 

0.8 

-  5.0 

3*0  Q 

•  y 

21.3 

Salad  dressing 

pint  j 

25.6 

3,6 

-  0.8  | 

1.6 

0.8 

27,4 

2/ 

Ole  omar ga  r ine 

lb.  ! 

23.7 

-  1.7 

_  p  i 

.  —  1 

0.9 

5.8 

51.9 

43.6 

Peanut  butter 

n  j 

31,0 

5.8  ! 

9.5 

-  4.6 

15.2 

rio  O 

i 

Oil,  cooking  or  salad  2/  pint  ! 

29.8  • 

-  0.3  1 
! 

-  2.9 

-  2.3 

2/ 

3/ 

2/ 

SUGAR  AND  SHEETS: 

' 

{ 

1 

i 

I 

j 

j 

1 

j 

Sugar 

lb.  j 

6.7  1 

1.5 

0  i 

—  1.5 

-  2.9  I 

31.4  * 

28.8 

Corn  sirup 

24  oz.  | 

15.7 

0 

•r  0.6  S 

0.6 

6.1  | 

15.4 

14.6 

Molasses  2/ 

18  oz. 

15. S 

0 

-  0.6  j 

1.3  i 

9.0  | 

17.9 

16.2 

Apple  butter  2/ 

16  oz. 

14.6  j 
1 

-  -  -  4 

1.4 

1 

8.1  j 
| 

13.2  i 

2/ 1 

t 

2/ 

3/ 

* 

1/ 


See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 

The  "Little  Steel"  wage  formula  applies  to  Jan. 
nearest  date  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of 


1,  1941.  Jan.  14,  1941  is  the 
individual  foods  have  been 


computed* 

2/  Not  included  in  the  index. 

3/  Not  priced  in  earlier  period. 

4/  Percent  change  computed  on  the  index. 


5/  Composite  price  not  computed 


33?, 

(/* t  37SC 
r  x,  I  Fo*  Please 
» '  March  3>  19^6 
•  Sunday  papers 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 


iVi/Ai 


mi  ms 


I!ann  6^9 


.Washington  2£,  D,C, 

CONStalER$»  PRICE  INDEX*  AND  RETAIL  PRICES'  OP  POOD  -JANUARY  lr;U(> 

Januaiy  Consumers '  Prices  Rama in  at  2£  Year  Peak 

i 

Bsrepnt  f ndocr  !n  ^DOr  statistics,  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor,  was  129*9 
pa.eent  of  the  1935-39  average  in  mid-January  and  mid-December. 

city  families^  ?°St  imi)°rtant  P81*  °f  the  budget  for  moderate-income 

S#  decl*ned  0,3  percent  between  mid-December  and  mid-Januarv 
stantial  decreases  in  ers  nrices  ,,-,,,1  a+  +^0  ..  *  mxa-^anuary,  Sab- 

for  this  decline  pr-f  L-  r  ’  i  ahthi  tlme  the  7^»  were  responsible 

fresh  fruits  andwwHn  *  f ?ds  thah  *S3S  inereased  0..6  percent,  with 

ephhH  •  and  veS<- tables  rising  2.3  percent  on  tho  average.  Green  be*ns 

oranges’anrSttuca  droJoedTha^;  fin^^*P°tatoes  advanced  seasonally,  ihile 
inr  ceiling  arHi^tm^+e  •  Q  sh-i^ly.  prices  of  green  beans  ros?  26  percent  follow* 

~«».i  «5  'J5^t££Z8S2XZ  &$£££  "  —>» 

assr 

,  hats,  uni  socks,  Vjonifeii^  he&Vy  v/inter  coats  doel-ir  h  +*J 

irtsrsss&ss  -r«  r*r  ‘S^Mrsis, 

”ove rnment  I^enciW  t,T  ^  PreticKeted  garments,  made  of  fabrics  allocated  by 
rtthX  retlil  nrLf  ”♦?  aOT>e  to  raake  l9w  aild  medium-priced  aonarel 

«J5-£?S«VSEK  »o^.f SSS  S"K1 “ 1 ln  —  *r — 

counters  throughout  the  nation.  ’  '  J  f  1  typ  disappeared  from  store 

'Janus  mr  ?!aand  oid  Pri0£;3  advanced  1.3  percent  between  December  and 

coal  prices  lO  conS’  or  TOre  allowed  to  raise  anthracite  and  bituminous 

1  i rhtPJ^a  5°  ytper  ton  t0  cover  increased  distribution  costs.  Prices  of 

SSuSJ  lTlirt.£"IS,Lli%1”r‘"d  “a"  raVl"d  0P*  “‘Unw,  - 

»f  .So^Jr  “iotSSiSKS  “5:7  p"“  £5“u"”  1~r"a  ,M  *~*w  “« 

services  rol7oSl  ^doV^1®68  f  hou3ffurnishlnSs  a«d  nisccUaneou,  goods  and 

o“ss'£r.s  trizi  su~  ■»  «»«*«*-*  .*-4 a- 

charges  for  streetcar  tokens  advanced  in  Detroit,  * 

Rents  were  not  surveyed  in  January, 


(end) 
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-"-NOTE :  The  "consumers »  price  index  for  moderate-inpome:  families' in  large  cities," 
formerly  known  as  the  "cos o  of  living  index, "  measures  average  changes-  in  retail 
prices  of  selected  goods,  .rents  and  services,  weighted. by  quantities  bought  by 
families  of  wage  eamers-and  moderate-income  workers  'in  large  cities  in  1934-36.- 
The  items  priced  for  the  index  constituted  about  70  percent  of  the  expenditures  of 
city  families  whose  incomes  averaged  $1524  in  1934-36.  , 

The  index  only  partially  shows  the  wartime  effects  of  changes  in  quality, 
availability  of  consumer  goods,  etc.  The  President's  Committee  on  the  Cost  of 
Living  has  estimated  that  such  factors,  together  with  certain  others  not  fully 
measured  by  the  index,  would  add  a  maximum  of  3  to  ’4  points  - to  the  index  for  large 
cities  oe tween  J a nua ry  1 9 4 1  and  September  1944 .  If  small  cities  were  included  in 
tilt-  national  average, .  another  1/2  point  would  be  added.  If  account  is  also  taken 
oi  co. firmed  deterioration  oi  quality  and  disappearance  of  low-priced  merchandise 
between  September  1944  and  September  1945* *.  the  over-all  adjustment  for  the  period 
January  1941  to  September- 1945  would  total  approximately  5 -points.  As  merchandise 
of  prewar  quality  and  specifications  comes  back  into  the  .markets  and  the  Bureau  is 
able  regularly  to  price  it  again,  this  adjustment  factor  will  gradually  decrease 

and  finally  disappear. 

General  Explanation  of  fables: 

The  indexes  are  based  on  time -to -time  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  and 
services  purchased  by  mo derate -income  families  in  large  cities.  They  do  not 
indicate  whether  j.t  costs' more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another. 

1  .  >* 

Data  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  January  19  4l, 
on  Tables  1  and  3?  which  have  been  estimated  for  January  1  (the  date  used  in  the 
"Little  Steel"  wage  formula  of  the  National  War  Labor  Board),  by  assuming  an  even 
rate  of  change  from  December  15,  1940  to  the  next  pricing  date. 

.GMPh  -  The  General  Maximum  Price  Regulation  was  issued  on  May  18,  1942, 

It  established  retail  price  ceilings  at  their  highest  levels  in  March  1912. 

^  _  The  President's  "hold-the-line"  order  v/as  issued  April  8,  19I4.3.  The  peak 

of  the  rise  which  led  to  this  order  was  reached  in  May,  which  is  therefore  used  for 
this  comparison. 

* 

^ 00 prices  are  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  four  days 
of  the  week  which  includes  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.  Aggre¬ 
gate  costs  of  foods  in  each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families 
of  wage  earners  and  mo derate -income  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United 
States  with  the  use  of  population  weights.  In  March  1943  the  number  of  cities 
included  in  the  food  index  was  increased  from  pi  to  96,  and  the  number  of  foods 
from  54  to  61. 


Prices  of  clothing,  housefumishings,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services 
are .  obtained  in  34  large  cities  in  March,  June,  September,  and  December"  In  irrter- 
vening  montns,  prices  are  collected  in  21  of  the  34  cities  for  a  shorter  list  of 
goods  and  services* 

ZLents  are  now  surveyed  semiannually  in  most  of  the  34  cities  (in  March  and 
September,  or  in  June  and  December).  In  computing  the  all  items  indexes  for 
individual  cities  and  the  rent  index  for  the  average  of  large  cities,  because  of  the 
general  stability  of  average  rents  at  the  present  time,  the  indexes  are  held  constant 
m  cities  not  surveyed  during  the  current  quarter. 

Prices  for  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  are  collected  monthly  in  34  large  * 


cities . 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE- INCOME  FAMILIES 
FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


1946 


W  • 

Group 

Jan. 

1946 

Dec. 

1945 

Jan. 

1945 

May 

1943 

May 

1942 

* 

Jan. 

1941 

Aug. 

!  1939 

This 

Month 

Last 

Mongh 

Year 

Ago 

“’’Hold 

the 
Line  " 

* 

GMPR 

* 

"Little 

Steel" 

* 

Month 

before 

War  in 
Europe 

t 

Indexes,  1935 

-39  =  100.0 

ALL  ITEMS 

129.9 

129.9 

127.1 

125.1 

116.  C 

100.8 

98.5 

Food 

n-t  y 

141.0 

141.4 

137.3 

145.0 

121.6 

97.6 

93.5 

Clothing 

149.5 

149.4 

143.0 

127.9 

126.2 

101.2 

100.3 

Rent 

— 

108.3 

—  >.  108.0 

10S.9 

105.  C 

1*04.3 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

110.8 

•110.3 

109.7 

107.6 

104.9 

100.8 

97.5 

Gas  &  electricity 

•.  93.8 

94.0 

95.5 

96.1 

96.6 

97.5 

99.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

• 

127.2 

126.1 

123.6 

118.7 

112.9 

104.0 

96.3 

Housefurni  shings. 

148.5 

148.3 

143.  6 

125.1 

122.2 

100.  2 

100.6 

Miscellaneous 

125.2 

124.8 

123.3 

115.3 

110.9 

101.8 

100. i 

»  iu 

• 

Percent  •  Change  to  January,  it 

46 

ALL  ITEMS 

•v-  • 

_  — 

e.o 

2.2 

3.6 

12.0 

28.9 

31.7 

Food 

■ 

-0.3 

2.7 

—  1 .  a 

16.0 

44.5 

50.8 

Clothing 

— 

0.1 

4.5 

16.9 

18.5 

47.7 

49. 1 

Rent  l/ 

— 

— 

—  — 

0.  3 

-1.5 

3.1 

3.3 

Fuel  electricity  &  ice 

o 

— 

0.5 

1.0  • 

3.0 

5.6 

9.9 

13.  6 

Gas  &  electricity 

.  -- 

■0.2 

-1.8 

-2.4 

-2.9 

-3.8 

-  6 , 7 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

— 

0.9 

9  G 

7.2 

12.7 

22.3 

52.1 

Housefurni shings 

— 

0.1 

3.4 

18.7 

21.5 

48.2  . 

47 .  6 

Mi  scelia neons 

0.3 

1  r> 

8.6 

12.9 

23.0 

O  4  7 

C>  : t  •  f 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 
l/  Percent  change  to  December  .1945. 
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TABLE  2  -  P.ETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED* 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,..  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


vJ  &  XI  •  1  O 

Be  c .  11 

Jan.  16 

May  18 

May  12 

Jan.  14* 

Aug.  15 

. 

1946  ■ 

•  •1945 • 

•  1945 

1943  • 

1942 

1941 

1939 

I’l-i  i  o 

"Eold 

"Little 

Month 

Group  . .  . . 

1  1  1  X  U 

•  u-‘  ; . . 

Iv’innt  }'i 

Last 

Year 

the 

GMPR 

Steel" 

Before 

V  ‘ 

. 

Month 

Ago 

i 

Line" 

* 

*  2/ 

War  in 

■ 

i 

* 

i 

Europe 

Indexc- 

s,  1935- 

-39  .  100.0 

ALL  FOODS 

141.0 

141.4 

137.3 

143.0 

121.6 

97.8 

Ce  reals  &  bake ry  p  r  odu  ct  s 

109,4.  ... 

109... 2  ... 

108.7 

107,6 

105.2 

94,9 

C: ft 

J  O  9  *1 

Meat  a 

131.4 

131.2 

130.2  ' 

136.3 

124.3 

101.1 

95.7 

'Beef  &  veal 

118.2  ' 

118,3' 

118.4 

131.2 

124,1 

109.4 

99.6 

‘Pork 

112.6 

112.6* 

112.6 

125.5 

123.2 

86,1 

88.0 

Lamb 

136.4 

136.4 

135.5 

141.6 

118.2 

98.7 

98 . 8 

Chickens 

152.7 

153.1 

152.2 

147.6 

113.4 

97.2 

94.6 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

227.3 

221.7 

210.1 

200.5 

150.9 

118,7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

136.4 

156.2  * 

135.  a 

136.9 

lor;  7 

-L  «v*  kj  « 

105.1 

93.  1 

-•Eggs 

172.4  " 

193.3 

160.6 

142. 1 

115,4 

97.4 

SO.  7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

180.6 

177.3 ’ 

.166.9 

190.8 

128.7 

93.3 

9  8 . 4 

'Fro  sh 

192.7 

188.4 ' 

177.9 

205.8 

130,0 

93,4 

92.8 

Canned 

130. 5 

130,3 

129.7 

131.1 

122.7 

91.4 

91.  C 

Dried 

169.0 

166.7 

166,9 

158.0 

131,2 

99,6 

90.5 

Bevora  ge  s 

124.9 

124.9 

184,4 

124.5 

124.6 

90.9 

94.9 

Fats  &  oi-ls 

125.5 

125.1 

‘123.  1 

j.  io  6  *  3 

122.4/ 

80.3 

84.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

126. 5 

126.6 

'126.3 

127,6 

127.1 

95,5 

35.6  - 

Percent 

Change  to  January  15,  1946. 

- 

ALL  FOODS 

-  0.3 

o  7 

-  X  .  <± 

16.0 

4  4  •  2 

50.  S 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

-- 

0.2 

0.6 

1.7 

4.0 

15,3 

17.1 

Meat  s 

0.2 

0.9 

-  5.0 

‘5.7 

30,0 

37.3 

Beef  &  veal 

mm  mm 

-  0.1 

-0.2  • 

-  9.9 

-4.8 

8.  C 

IS. 7 

Pork 

-- 

0 

0.1 

-10.3 

-8.6 

30.8 

28.0 

Lamb  -  •  -  . 

-- . . 

. 0 . - 

~0v7  -  - 

-3.7- 

15. 4- ' 

38.2;  - 

58  vl 

Chickens 

^  o  7 

0.3 

3.5 

34.7 

57.1 

61.4 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

— 

2.5 

8.2 

13.4 

50.  6 

91.5 

120.2 

Dairy  products 

-- 

0.1 

2.2 

-  0.4 

10.6 

29.8 

46.5 

Eggs 

-- 

-10,8 

1.7 

21.3 

49,4 

77.0 

90.1 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

-- 

2.0 

7.C 

-  5.2 

40.5 

93,8 

95  o  7 

Fresh 

-- 

9  % 

Cj  •  tj 

8.3 

—  o,4 

48 . 2 

106,3 

107.7 

Canned 

-- 

0.2 

0,6 

-,  0.5 

6.4 

42,8 

4  2 . 5 

Dried 

-- 

0,2 

1.3 

7.0 

20.8 

69,7 

87.2 

Beverages 

-- 

0 

0.4 

0.3 

0.2 

37.4 

51.  C 

Fats  &  oils 

— 

0.3 

1.7 

-  0.6 

2.5 

56.3 

48.5 

Sugar  &  Sweets 

—  — 

-  0.1 

0.2 

-  0.9 

-0.5 

32.7 

52.3 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 
l/  P  r  e  1 1  ini  no  ry . 

2/  The  "Little  Steel"  wage  formula  applies  to  Jan. 
nearest  date  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of 
computed. 


1,  1941,  Jan.  14,  1941  is  the 
individual  foods  have  been 


TABLE  3  *-  CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  1'NDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JANUARY  1946 
PROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


Page  1 
January  1946 


*  See-  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  Z. 
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TABLE  4  - 


CONSUMERS*  PRICE 


INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITE! 


oS 


INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITES,  JANUARY  3946 


City 


AVERAGE 


Atlanta,  Ga. 
Baltimore ,  Md, 

B  IrmingJiam ,  Ala . 
Boston,  Lass, 

Buffalo,  17,  I, 
Chicago,  Ill, 

C inc innat I ,  Ohio 
Clove  land’,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo, 

Detroit,  tlich , 
fous tori,  Texas 
ind  ia  na  polls ,  Ind , 

Jacksonville,  Fla,  ' 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

Los  Angelas,  Calif, 

Manchester,  N,  II, 

Memphis,  Tonn, 

Milwaukee ,  Wise, 

\ 

Mi nneapol is ,  Minn , 
Mobile,  Ala , 

New  Orleans,  La, 

Nov;  York,  N,-  Y, 
Norfolk, Ta* 

Philadc  Irihia ,  Pa , 

V  ^ 

* 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 
Portland ,  Maine 
Portland,  Grog, 
Richmond,  7a, 

St,  Louis,  Mo, 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

Sava  nna  L ,  Ga , 
Scranton,  Pa0 
Seattle,  Wash, 
Washington,  D,  C, 


( Indexes ,  193  f 

439  *  100.0) 

- 

i  ' 

t 

1 

1 

{Fuel,  File c tricity  &  Ico 

All 

j  Cloth*- 

Gas  & 

Other 

Rouse- 

Mis eel- 

Items 

r  uuu 

ing 

Total 

E3.ee- 

Fuels 

furnish- 

lane- 

i 

tricity 

&  Ice 

ings 

6)u*3 

129.9 

141.0 

r—  ■ 

149.5 

110.8 

93,8 

-j  or?  0 
-i-4.  1  9  A- 

148.5 

1  a  E  0 

141.5 

.... 

113.0 

33.0 

340,6 

132,2 

14-7.7 

155.5 

112.0 

96.5 

124.6 

148,6 

123.2 

133.3 

144.6 

145.3 

108.3 

75.6 

129.8 

14-0.3 

127.4 

125.2 

135.1 

145.7 

117.9 

105,2 

1 0  c  n 

344,2 

119.1 

129.8 

3.36,9 

150.3 

108.9 

94,9 

*'0-1  O 

j  .  •  J  -\ 

-  -i-  9 

-1  *«|»  »  4  4. 

;;  07  / 

128,1 

139.2 

142,8 

106,5 

91,9 

121.5 

1QQ  ft 

1  7'  1  r 

129.5 

138,2 

151.7 

IO8.4 

90.8 

125,2 

346,4 

3.26.5 

132.2 

j-4*v.2 

147.3 

114.4 

3.04,9 

3,23,7 

347.5 

124.1 

127,  S 

139.3 

1  C  r- 

1,.V  .  0 

97.3 

<  t  •  3 

122,1 

162.6 

124.7 

132.1 

137.8 

149.5 

111.3 

84.1 

131.9 

159.2 

136.1 

127,1 

140.8 

*1 4/0  r* 

•  88.7 

81,8 

107,2 

145,3. 

125.0 

138,0 

«• 

114. 7 

91.6 

128,1 

3-49.9 

118.1 

92,8 

14-0.1 

127,9 

134.5 

1/7  Q 

134,3 

95.3 

131. 5 

.144, 

126,9 

132.6 

148.6 

•1 1 1  3 

‘  92.5 

91.0 

CQ  ;> 

,•  7  ,  O 

143,4 

]  OQ  / 

— 

136.7 

123.1 

104,6 

i  a  0  a 
in*- ,  n 

m 

— 

151.2 

•* 

•107.3 

77,0 

1 0  /  1 

m.wm 

*»?• 

137.5 

3.12,1 

95.9 

123.2 

— 

... 

TOP  O 

134.3 

146.4 

104,8 

84.0 

118,7 

1  ;  ry  t 

J-4  '  ♦  i 

123.4 

147.9 

103.7 

>'3  •*>  £ 

6  ?  ,Q 

13.9,4 

^  ■» 

-- 

152,7 

— 

102.9 

77,1 

129,8 

«P*  w 

1  Q  '*  o 

1.J.L  %  A- 

143 . 5 

157,7 

in  /  1 

•Lu-»rf 

95.0 

143.6 

1  >  1 

126.9 

■»  «■ 

146,5 

' 

120,9 

100,1 

137.4 

128.  S 

-LE  •  / 

i 

149.9 

■115.0 

92,5 

lap  i 

147,7 

120.5 

131.4 

14-1.0 

175.3 

112.8 

.103,2 

129.3 

344.3 

120.3 

— 

134.2 

— 

114.8 

Oft  0 
✓  0  •  / 

123,0 

-- 

148.1 

120.6 

0_>  r  U 

160.5 

«•  «• 

w- 

128,6 

136.7 

mu* 

110.1 

98  0 

116.9 

.... 

1  /  /  Q 

144.9 

109.4 

OO  A 

/  ✓  «  Vv 

118,1 

128.0 

322.7 

134,3. 

149.5 

147.0 

92.9 

66,2 

113,2 

334.4 

133.7 

137,6 

153.8 

149.2 

112.9 

93,2 

125.0 

16*0.6 

3-31.3 

133.4 

340.2 

3-39.5 

91.8 

136.4 

••• 

346,0  | 

148.2 

105.0 

83.9 

122,6 

146.0 

132,9 

130.7  j 

1 

343.0 

166.3  j 

112.0 

1 

94.4 

1  ■*>  *3  ^ 

/  j 

— i 

145.4 

j 

- - - 1. 

129.4 

*  Sec  general  ;;  role,  net  ion  of  tables  on  page  2, 
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TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES  v 
FROM  DECEMBER  1945  TO  JANUARY  1946 


i 


\Jy\  3*7  5*0 

C^.( 

Fpr  Release 
•March  29,  1946 
A,M.  Papers 


U.S,  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Washington  25,  D,  C, 


CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX*  AND  RETAIL  PRICES  OF  FOOD  - 

Consumers1  Prices  Decline  Slightly 


THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE 

APR-9^W'659 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS 
FEBRUARY  1946 


Retail  prices  for  consumers*  goods  in  large  cities  declined  0,4  percent 
between  January  15  and  February  15,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of 
the  U.S.  Department  of  labor.  Lower  prices  for  food,  house furnishings,  and  mis- 
cellaneous  gooes  and  services  more  than  offset  higher  costs  for  clothing  and  fuel 
oil.  The  consumers*  price  index  for  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities  was 
129,4  percent  of  the  193 5 -*39  average, 

.Average  retail  food  costs  dropped  1,0  percent  during  the  month  as  the 
J'?!'!?;LL_pr:Lce  of  e'ggs,  which  represent  about  6  percent  of  the  urban  families  food 
bill,  fell  more  than  16  percent.  Following  their  usual  seasonal  movement,  car 
Pr1SSoadVanCCd  36, percent. from  April  to  December  1945  when  they  reached  a  high 
of  o8.2  cents  per  dozen;  since  December,  egg  prices  have  dropped  25  percent  oi¬ 
ls  cents  to  50,1  cents  per  dozen, 

V 

Prices  of  foods  other  than  eggs  increased  on  the  average  0*1  percent- 
between  mid-January  and  mid-February,  The  average  price  of  choose  rosq^2  percent 
as  the  first  effect  of  the  February  1  removal  of  the  subsidy  was  reflected'  in  the 
index.  Green  beans  dropped  15  percent  as  lower  coiling  prices  became  effective. 

.Clothing-  costs  continued  to  advance  fractionally  (0,3  percent)  to' bring 
the  clothing  index  to  149*9  percent  of  the  1935-39  average.  The  cost  of  men’s 
business .shirts;  work  clothing;  sweaters;  undershirts;  hats;  and  seeks  rose  as 
inventories  of  men’s  clothing  remained  low  and  only  the  higher  priced  garments  wore 
available.  Retailers  reported  slightly  lower  prices,  however ,  for  some  men’s  top¬ 
coats  and  wool  suits;  and  women’s  percale  housodrcsscs.  Gloves  advanced  sharply 
and  men’s. and  women’s  street  shoes  in  the  lower  price  ranges  edged  upward.  Shoe 
repair  prices  rose  a  few  cities  following  the  issuance  of  uniform  regional  ceilings 

.  Goal  and. fuel  oil  prices  increased  0,5  percent  during  the  month  ending 

February  15.  Retail  prices  of  heating  oils  increased  3,4  percent.  Higher  ceilings 
for  these  fuels,  allowed  by  OPA  at  all  levels  of  sale  along  the' Atlantic  Coast  on 
December  19,  Wore  raised  on  January  24  to  a  uniform  half  cent  per  gallon  and 
extended  to  all  areas  oast  of  the  Rockies.  Coal- and  coke  prices  were  higher  in 
wow  York  City  wheno  dealers  were  permitted  to  pass  on  increased  delivery,  costs  to 

consumers.  Higher  prices  wore  also  reported  for  coke  and  bituminous  coal  in 

Detroit, 

COmos  of  housef urnishings  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  decreased 
.  Percent  each  over  the  month.  Lower  prices-  for  cook  stoves  more  than  offset 
s  lg  tly  higher  prices  .for  mattresses,  sheets,  and  brooms.  Beauty  shop  charges 
declined  in  Pittsburgh  while  higher  charges  were  reported  in  Detroit, 

Rents  were  not  surveyed  in  February, 

(end) 
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,f  consumers  *  price'  index  f  or r  mode  rate -income  families  in  largo,  cities  ,n 
ormcrly  known  as  the  "cost  of  living: index,"  measures  average  changes  in  retail, 
prices  of  selected  goods,  rents  and  cervices,  weighted  by  quantities  bought  by 
families  of  wage  earners'' and  moderate  -income ;  workers  in  large  cities  in  1934-36. 
The  items  priced  for  the  index  constituted  about  70  percent  of  the  expenditures  of 
city  families  whose  incomes  averaged  $1524  in  1934-36. . 

The  index  only  partially  shows  the  wartime  effects  of  changes  in  cuality, 
availability  of  consumer  goods  ,' etc.  The  President's  Committee  on  the  Cost  ‘of  % 
Living  has  estimated  that  sUch  factors/  together  with  certain  others  not  fully 
measured  by- the  index,  would  add  a  maximum! of  3  to. 4  points  to  the  index  for  large 
cities  between  January  1941  and' September  1944.  If .  small  cities  were  included  in 
the  national  average,  another  1/2  point  would  be. added.  If  account  is  also  taken 
ol  continued  deterioration  of  quality  and  disappearance  of  lew-priced  merchandise 
between  September  1944  and  September  1945,  the  over-all  adjustment  for  the  ocriod 
January -194!  ; to  September  1945  would . total  approximately  5  points.  As  merchandise 
of  prewar  quality  and  specifications  canes  back  into  the  markets-. and  the  Bureau  is 
able  regularly  to  price  it  again,  this  adjustment  factor  will '.gradually  decrease 
and  finally  disappear.  P.  * 


General  Explanation  of  Tables :  „  ;  p 

The  *  indexes  "arc  based  on  tine-to-timr  •  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  end 
services  purchased  by  moderate -income  families 'in  large  cities.  They  do  not  •" 
indicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  c  ne  city  than  in  ha  nether.  :  y-ja  . 

Data  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  these  for  January  1941, 
on . Tables  1  and  3,  which  have'  been  ostirr. ted  for  -'January  i  (the  date  used  in  the 
Little  Steel"  wage  formula  of  the 'National  War  Labor  Beard),  by  assuming' tin  even' 
rate  uf  change  from  December  15,  1940  to  the  next'  pricing  date.  ’  ;  • 

i  ■  *■  .  ,  t 

■1  r  ..,,GMPR  "  ^-.Generai  Wxihm  Price  Regulation  xAb  'issued  on  Kay  1C,  19/, 2. 
it  cstablasned.  rotr.il  price 'ceilings  at  their'  highest  levels  in  March  1942.  ■  " 

•  _  '  -P-  •  !  ,.U  '  q, 

President  *s  "hold -the -line"  order  ■  was -is sued  April  8,  1943. '  The  weak 
ol  the  rise  .which  led  tc  this  order  was  reached  in  May,  which  is  therefore,  used* for 
this  comparison,  v'  n  a  .  ••  -yu 

•  *  '  .  '  '  '  Visa  '' 

‘-1*0  collected  monthly  in-  56  cities  during  the  first 'Peur  days 
oi  tn°  wee  ic  which  ^  includes  '  this  Tuesday  nearest  the  'fifteenth  of  the  month.  x  A  gore  - 
ga  o  coses  of  reeds  in  each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families 
of  wage  earners  and  moderate -inc erne  workers,  have  boon  combined  form  the- United  * 
States  with  the  use  of  population  weights.  In  March  1943  tho'  nufibor  of  aitfieVs  ' 

f  r  om54  1 0^61  ^  f°°d  ind°X  ras  incrc-std  frrn  51  to  56,  and  the  number  of  fodds:-' 

_  ,  ,  .  PriccS''Qf  clf^L^Jlcugc^^  goods  and '.eerv ices 

tamea  m  34  largo. cities  in  March,  June,  ■  September,  and  December.  :  In  inter¬ 
vening  months,  prices  are  collected  in  21ofdthe:  34 'Cities  for  a  shorten  list ’of 
goods  and  services. 

„  ,  „  .  :;r<;  n?‘v  surv°y°d  sonicmuaily  in  nost  of  the  34  cities  (in  March 

and  Soptonber  or  in  June  end  December).  In  confuting  the  ell  item  indexes  for 
indiveau..l  cat  res  end  the  rent  index  for  the  nvorego  of  large  cities,  K.  cause  of 
the  gonor..l  stability  of  average  rents  at  the  present  tine,  the  indexes  arc  held 
constant  m  e rules  not  surveyed  during  the  current  quarter. 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  INDEX  PGR  MODERATE -INC Of®  FAMILIES 
FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


f  i 


Fuol,  electricity  &  ico 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ico 
Housof urni shings 
Mis oollano ous 


111.0 
93. 8 
127,7 
143 
12  5.1 


/ 

♦  -> 


110,  $ 
93*0 
127*2 
HS.5 

125.2 


108.0 
11C.0  107.6 
95.5  96.1 


124.1 

1-44.0 

123.4 


11C.  7 
125.1 

115.3 


109.9 

104.9 

96.6 

112.9 

122.2 

110.9 


105.0 

100.8 

97.5 

104.0 

100.2 

101.3 


Fob. 

1346 | 

Jan..  ’ 
.1946 

Fob. 
l.  1945  . 

May 

.1943 

May 

1942 

Jan. 
1941  . 

Aug. 

1  a  act 

1.0/  . 

Group 

This 

Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

4go 

"Held 

the 

Line" 

.  * 

GMPR 

* 

“Little 

Stool" 

* 

Month 

Before 

War  in 
Euronc 

Indexes.  1935 

-39  =  100.0 

AIL  ITEMS 

129.4 

129.9 

126.9  125.1 

116.0 

100.8 

98.6 

Food 

139.6 

141.0 

136.5  143.0 

121.6 

97.6 

93*5 

Clothing 

149.9 

149.5 

143.3 

127.9 

126.2 

101.2 

100,3 

104.3 
97.5 
99.0 

96.3 

100.6 

100.4 


ALL  ITEMS 
Food 

Clothing 
Ront  1/ 

Fuol,  oloctricity  &  ico 
Gas  &  oloctricity 
Other  fuels  &  ico 
H  ous  of urni s  hings 
Mi s c ollancous 


Pore  on. 

t  Ghana-;. 

to  J 

February 

1946 

-0,4 

2.0 

3.4 

11.6 

! 

tm*  •  "r 

31 

— 

-1.0 

2,3 

-2.4 

J.  %  •-  ■> 

43.0 

49 

— 

0.3 

4.6 

17.2 

n  <"V  rA 

lu,o 

48.1 

49 

— 

— 

mm  mm 

0.3 

-1.5 

3.1 

3 

— 

0.2 

0.9 

3.2 

5.8 

10.1 

13 

— •  mm 

0.0  -1.3 

-0  / 

+**  •  *4* 

-2.9 

-3.8 

-5 

— 

0.4 

2.9 

7.6 

13.1 

22.8 

32 

— 

-0.1 

3.1 

13,6 

21 . 4 

48.1 

47 

-- 

-0.1 

1.4 

8. 5 

12,8 

22.9 

24 

*/$* 


See 


general  explanation  of  table, 
1/  Percent  change  to  December  1945. 
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TABLE  2  -  RETAIL  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED* 
FOR -SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
•  INDEXES '*A#  PERCENT  CRINGES 


4  .  R  ..  . 


Group. 


ALL  FOODS 


Moats 

•Bo of  &  veal 

Pork 

Lamb 

Chickens 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 
Dairy  products 
Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 


ALL  FOODS 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 
Meats 

Beef  &  veal 
Pork 
Lamb 
Chickens 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 
Dairy  products 
Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 


1/  Preliminary. 


Fob.  12 

Jan*  15 

Fob.  13 

May  10 

May  12 

Jan. 14 

Aug.  15 

• 1946- ■ 

■1946.. -■ 

•  1945  • 

-.1943. 

1942 

1941 

1939- 

This 

.  V 

*  -Last  - 

Year 

'‘Hold 

“Little 

Month 

Month1  ” 

l/ 

^’Mohth 

■( 

'Age"' 

the 

Lino“ 

GMPR 

* 

Stool" 

*  2/ 

Bof oro 

Bar  in 

sis/ 

c  • 

* 

Eurono 

Indexes .  1935-39  =100.0 

139.6  ' 

141.0 

136.5- 

143.0* 

121.6 

97.0 

. 93.5 

109.0. 

109  .-4 

ICO.  7 

107.6 

105.2 

94.9 

93.4 

131.3" 

-  I-31.4 

1*30.7" 

130.3 

124.3 

101.1 

95.7 

110.3- 

110.2 

110.4 

131.2 

124.1 

109.4 

99.6 

H2.6:  : 

‘ 112.6  1 

-112.5'. 

125.5 

123.2 

06.1 

r>rv 

--'o .  U 

136V9  - 

•  136.4  ■ 

‘\L35.5' 

141.6 

110.2 

30.7 

9C.8 

151.2  “ 

1 152.7 

152.9' 

147.6 

113.4 

97.2 

94.6 

226.9 

227.3 

215.2 

■200. 5 

150.9 

110.7 

99.6 

136.6 

' 136.4  * 

133.5* 

136.9 

123.3 

105.1 

93.1 

CV 

‘ 172.4  ' 

153.2' 

142.1  , 

115.4 

97.4 

90.7 

101.2 

’ 100. 0 

160.9 

190.0 

123.7 

93.3 

92.4 

193.0 

192.7 

177.0 

205.0 

130.0 

93.4 

92.0 

130.9 

130.  5 

129.0 

131.1 

122,7 

91.4 

91.6 

169.9 

169.0 

167.0 

150.0 

131.2 

99.6 

90.3 

124.9 

124.9 

124.5 

124.5 

124.6 

90.9 

94.9 

125.4  ' 

125.5 

123.5 

126.3 

122 , 4 

00.3 

04.5 

126'.  9 

126.5 

' 126.3 

127.6 

127.1 

95.3 

95.6 

Percent 

Change  t 

0  Fobrua 

ry  1946 

j'  ' 

— 

-  1.0 

4 

2.3- 

-  2.4 

•  14.0 

42.7 

49.3 

«M  M 

,0.4 

1.0  .. 

2.0 

Z-r  •  l'r 

15.7 

17.6 

M  W 

-  C.l 

0.5. - 

-  5.1 

5.6 

29.9 

37.2 

m»  mm 

0.1 

-  0.1 

-  9.0 

-  4.7 

0.1 

I  rv  c' 
-J.O.  0 

0 

0.1 

-10.3 

-  0.6 

30.0 

20.0 

••  mm 

0.4 

1.0 

-  3.3 

15.0 

30.7 

30.6 

**- 

-  1.0 

- 1.1 

2.4 

33.3 

55.6 

59.0 

— 

-  0.2 

5.4 

13.2 

50.4 

91.2 

127.0 

mm  mm 

0.1 

2.3 

-  0.2 

10.8 

30.0 

46.7 

-16.4 

-  5.9 

1.5 

25.0 

40.0 

59.0 

—  mm 

0.2 

7.3 

-  5.0 

40.0 

94.2 

96.1 

— 

0.2 

0.5 

-  6.2 

40.5 

106.6 

103.0 

••  •*» 

0.3 

0.0 

-  0.2 

6.7 

43.2 

42.9 

-- 

0.5 

1.7 

7.5 

29.5 

70.6 

OU.4 

-- 

0 

0.3 

0.3 

0.2 

37.4 

31.6 

-  0.1 

1.5 

-  0.7 

2.5 

56.2 

40.4 

0.3 

0.5 

-  0.5 

-  0.2 

33.2 

32.7 

tables  on  page  2, 

s 

rnnuia  applies  to 

Jan.  1, 

1941. 

Jan.  14, 

19a  i 

s  tho 

computed. 
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TABIE  3  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  FEBRUARY  1946 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


Pago  5 
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T 


City 


AVERAGE 

Baltimore,  Md. 
Birmingham,.  Ala, 
Boston,  Mass, 
Buffalo,  N,  T. 
Chicago,  Ill, 

4 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo, 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Tex, 

t 

Kansas  City/*  Mo. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Minneapolis ,[  Minn, 
New  York,  M.  Y, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

St.  Louis,  Mo, 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Savannah,  Ga. 

Seattle,  Nash. 
Washington,  D,  C, 


Jan. 

22&L 


j  Last 
I  Month 


|  -0.4 

|  -0.3 
j  -0.4 

-0.4 
-0.1 
-0.3 

-0.3 
-0.3 

0.0 


-0.3 

-0.5 

-0.1 

-0.3 

-0.3 

-0.5 


i 


Feb, 


-0.3 

2-.  3 

-0.5 

-2,2 

-0.5 

1.7 

0.5 

.2.4 

u 

-2,0 

• 

o 

i 

r\ 

^,9 

'  /  r- 


Year 

Ago 

2.0 

1.2 
1.8 
.1,1 
1.6 
1.6 

1.7 

1.5 
•  X .  5 

3.3 

1.5 

1.7 
3.0 
2.1 

2.7 

1.3 


*  Seo  general  explanation 
1/  Less  than  .1  percent. 


May 

+  .1943. 

May 
.  1942 

i 

Jan. 

1941 

Aug. 

1939 

"Hold 

the 

Line 

*• 

GMPR 

•X- 

*  .... 

"Little 

Steel" 

• 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

- - . 

•  4.. 

3.4  ■  { 

.11.6 

23.4 

3-1.2 

2.6 

11.3 

30.6 

33.2 

5.6 

11.9 

30.7 

34.8 

2.0 

•  10.0 

25,.  8  * 

28.4 

0.7 

7.6 

27.3 

31.7 

2.6 

;  .9.6 

26.2 

"29.4 

4.0 

11.1 

29.3 

32.4 

2.S 

10.8 

29.0 

31.6 

2.7 

10.6 

27.  S 

29.6 

3.5 

10.9 

30.4 

33.7 

1.8 

9.0 

0/  9 

25.8 

3.3 

.11.5 

29.3 

29.0 

5.3 

12.2 

29.3 

31. S 

3.3 

8.5 

23.6 

26.2 

3.3 

15.4 

29.5 

32.1 

2.7 

11.8 

20  2 

*  <' 

31.1 

■  A.  9 

13.1 

‘OQ  V 

33.1 

.3.1 

10. 6 

26. 6 

30.4 

4.1 

13.4 

31.0 

34.3 

4.9 

36.4 

39.3- 

.3.0 

10,1 

30.7 

33.  Q  ■ 

4.9 

13.2 

29.9 

31.6  . 

of  babies  on  page  2. 
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TABLE  L  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  URGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES,  FEBRUARY  1946 


llUdoxo  .,W5-3U.JQOjlQ2 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

r’.SLi . JiZ*U7 

< 

Cloth- 

ing 

Fuel.  Electricity  &  Ice 

House - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

Miscel¬ 

lane¬ 

ous 

-Total  - 

i 

Gas  & 

-  Elec¬ 
tricity 

Other 
-Fuels 
&  Ico 

AVERAGE 

129.4 

139.6 

149.9 

Hi .0  - 

^  93.8 

127.7 

148.4 

125.1 

Atlanta,  Ga* 

■■  m 

139.4 

—m* 

112.9 

82.7 

140.6 

mm  am 

Baltimore,  Md, 

131.5 

145.6 

156.1 

112.1 

96.5 

124.6 

143.4 

123.4 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

132.8 

142,9 

147.0 

108.3 

79,6-'- 

129;  8 

-138-.  7 

-127.4  - 

Boston,  Mass, 

124.7 

133.3 

147.2 

118.8 

105.2 

126.4 

144.1 

119.0 

Buffalo,  N,  Y, 

129.7 

136.1 

151.3 

108.9 

94.9 

121.3 

147.8 

127.7 

Chicago,  Ill, 

127.7 

133.6 

.142,0. 

' 106.8 

.91,9 

122,1 

139.7 

121,4 

-  * 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

123.8 

136.1 

152.4 

108.3 

90.8 

125.0 

146.7 

.126.7 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

131.6 

142,7 

147.4 

114.4 

104,9 

123.7 

145.0 

124.1 

Denver,  Colo. 

127.8 

139.5 

139.4 

97.3 

77.3 

122.0 

165.3 

124.3 

Detroit,  Mich, 

131.7 

136.7 

149.5 

111,9 

34.1 

132.9 

159.2 

135.8 

Houston,  Toxas 

126.7 

139.3 

139.3 

33.7 

..31.8 

107.2 

144.3 

125,0 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

-- 

135.6 

-  • 

114.7 

.91,5 

128.1 

Jacks onvillo ,  Fla , 

•m  am 

145.8 

mm  mm 

118.3 

92.8 

140.1 

mm  mm 

mm  mm 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

127.2 

132.6 

147.4 

114.3 

.95,3- 

131.5 

145.0 

126.8 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

132,5 

148.4 

144.5 

92.5 

91.0 

99.8 

144.1 

129.3 

Manchester,  N,  H, 

— 

135.8 

mm  mm 

124.4 

104.6 

134.2 

.... 

.  -- 

Memphis,  Term, 

mm  mm 

149,2 

mm  mm 

107.3 

77.0 

124.1 

▼ 

mm  am 

... 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

— 

136,3 

— 

112.2 

95.9 

123.2 

mm  am 

—  mm 

Minnoapoli s ,  Minn . 

125.3 

132.5 

14S. 1 

105.1 

.83.6 

119.2 

147.8' 

123.4 

Mobile,  Ala, 

mm  mm 

147.9 

103.8 

83.8 

119.4 

mm 

Now  Orleans,  La. 

— 

151,1 

«■*  mm 

103.0 

77.2 

129,8 

«■*  9m 

Now  York,  N.  Y, 

130,8 

141.8 

159,9 

114. 5 

95.0 

144.7 

141,7 

126.8 

Norfolk,  Va. 

— 

145.4 

-- 

120.9 

100,1 

137.4 

»•  mm 

>  * 

Philadelphia ,  Pa, ' 

128.2 

137.6 

149.4 

114.9 

92,5 

132.0 

143.3 

120.5 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

131.6 

140.4 

174,1 

112.7 

103,0 

129,2 

145.1 

120,2 . 

Portland,  Maine 

-- 

133.7 

mm  am 

115.9 

98.9 

'124.6 

mm  mm 

mmrn 

Portland,  Grog, 

mm  mm 

ns.  ? 

m»+m 

120.6 

38.1  " 

160. 5 

mm  mm 

mm  mm 

Richmond,  Va. 

— 

137.5 

110,1 

98.9 

116.9 

_  _ 

•v  «p» 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

127.9 

142.3 

144.9 

109.4 

99.6 

118.1 

128.9 

122.6 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

133.4 

147.7 

147.3 

92.9 

36.2 

113.2 

129,9 

133.6 

Savannah,  Ga. 

133.3 

155.6 

149,4 

112.9 

93.2 

125.0 

161,6 

131.3 

Scranton,  Pa, 

mm 

133.8 

-- 

119.5 

91.8 

136.4 

mo  mm 

Seattle,  Wash. 

133.4 

146,1 

148.4 

105.1 

33.9 

122,8 

147.0 

132.9 

Washington,  D.  C, 

129.3 

141.0 

163.9 

112.1 

94.4 

123.9 

145.7 

129.6 

*  Soo  gonoral  explanation  of  tables  on  pa  go  2. 


TABIiii  5  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 

percent  changes  by  groups,  by  cities 

PROM  JANUARY  1946  TO  FEBRUARY  1946 


Pago  7 
February  1946 


City 


AVERAGE 

Atlanta,  Ga, 
Baltimore),  Md . 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Chicago,  Ill, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Toxas 
Indianapolis,  Ind 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Bos  Angeles,  Calii 
Manchester,  N,  H, 
Memphis,  Tonn. 
Milwaukee,  1-Vise. 


Minnoa polls,  Minn . 
Mobile,  Ala. 

New  Orleans,  La. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Portland,  Maine 
Portland,  Oreg. 
Richmond,  Va. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

Savannah,  Ga. 
Scranton,  Pa, 

Seattle,  Fash, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


i-O. 


-0.5 


•0,3 


-0.5 


0.5 


/-< 


Pood 


-1.0 


-2.7 


■0  Q 


■0.9 


Cloth- 

ing 

0.3 


Total 


0.6 


yo.2 


0.0 

0.0 


1/  Jrn  to/?  •  Vplan£?Mon  of  Tablos  on  Pago  2. 

2/  Jan  lef?  rJ^Eod  Boston  118.0,  Cincinnati  103.3, 

¥/  ST?  fndox  rov^,sod  Bost°n  125.2,  Cincinnati  125.0 

Jan*  19^°  lnd^  revised  Savannah  149,1  * 

A/  Less  than  .1  percent 


JEloctricitv  &  To 

0 

Ga  s  & 

1  Elec- 
J31pa& 

Other 
Fuels 
d.  ^  Ice 

House- 
furnish 
in  ps 

■  Mi  seel* 
i*  lane- 

ous 

0.0 

0.4 

-0.1 

— - — 

-0.1 

-  -0.4 

0.0 

mm 

0.0 

0.0 

-0.1 

0,2 

0.0 

0.0 

-1.1 

0,0 

0.0 

2/1.0 

-0.1 

-0.1 

0.0 

0.0 

0,4 

0.2 

0.0 

0.5 

-0,1 

-0.1 

0.0 

2/0.0 

0.2 

0.2 

0.0 

0.0 

-1.7 

0.0 

0.0 

-0.1 

1.7 

0.1 

0.0 

0.8 

0.0 

-0.2 

0.0 

0.0 

-0.2 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

met  me 

0.0 

0.0 

■»  mm 

mm 

0.0 

0.0 

0.1 

-o.l 

0.0 

0.0 

0.5 

-0.1 

0.0 

1.4 

* m •  mm 

mm  mm 

0.0 

0.0 

•»  *9 

_ 

0.0'  I 

0.0 

— 

«•  mm 

S/0.0 

0.4 

0.5 

✓ 

0.0 

0.2 

0.0 

mm  mm 

0.1 

0.0 

_  _ 

Ml  mm 

0.0 

0.3 

0.1 

-0.1 

0.  CL 

0.0 

—  am 

^  •• 

0.0 

-0.1 

0.4 

0.0 

-0.2 

0.0 

0.6 

-0.1 

0.0 

1.2 

—  mm 

••  w 

0.1 

0.0 

•=»  « 

0.0 

0.0 

my  mm 

«•  ^ 

0.0 

0.0 

0.7 

-0.1 

0.0 

0.0 

-1.9 

-0.1 

0.0 

0.0 

0,6 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

*•  mm 

0.0 

0.2 

0.7 

0.0 

0.0 

0.2 

0.2 

0.2 

Minneapolis  104.7 
Minneapolis  S3. 6 


March  I946 


formerly  families  in  large  cities," 

prices  Of  selected  ^oods  inh  M  f  ’  aeasures  average  changes  :n  -stall 

srsL-ia  ?&&■ 

c^y  families  4*TiX^^  the  o:M  ndf  M  sif 

availability0 cf^censurer  ^la'Uf  3ho^f  the  wartime  effects  of  changes  in  a.vrlUv 
Living  has  ost.. mated  that^swh’fao^*  Tn?  P1?sldent's  Co™'ittee  on  the  Cost  of  ““  ' 
measured  by  the  index  "-on?d  't-%  **’.  tos®ther  with  certain  others  not 

cities  between  annual  W^4“l|L3  ^  ^ 

continued  fieteriorrtC^a^.  “ h°  Sdded»  »  acec-nt  is  also  a 

January  1941  to  September  iq4  »«  f  f'Vl  ta&  ovcr-e.il  adjustment  for  the  .^■■o& 
of  prewar  itv  and  s^ci^c  J?  t0lal  K'-proxi„vately  5  points.  As  we-chTd^e 
able  regular  1’-'  to  wrice^^in  *?*  “to  thc  elects  and  tho  ta£7£ 

and  finally  disappear  ^  tlS“  adJUstraent  fector  will  .gradually  dec:  esse 


fe.beral  ^frnation  of  TaM<y ; 
services  pSbaSf  by  *  *»  cost  of  goes  end  ' 

on  Tables  ^tn^^lcb  v°  £^teonth  of  «•*  ».  except  those  for  xea 

"Little  St^'^’o^  onv  estimated  for  January  1  (the' date 

rate  of  ebaagi  from  December  15,  ^  t^L^Slcglalf  ^  Pn 

1942.  It  e  stabli.s  hod  ^retail  ““M  -*f00tiVO  °"  r««  iG> 

A  -Langs  at  their  highest  levels  -In  r,-~rh  ic/o 

Tug  Pros  ident  *<?  wt-tnir’  r,_  -j  .  „  , 

Of  tho  rise  which  led' to  ?*S  iscued  A^1  C,  1943.  The  peak 

this  comparison.  *  °  ^  *'a\  reached  •  cm  May,  which  is  therefore  used  for 


of  the  weok^hich '^cludes^^V °T^e^  i rffi01lt‘1^  in  56  cities  during  tho  first  four  cavs 

gate  costs  of  foods  in  each  city  ^wc^ht^H^31’'  th°  "if2ccnth  of  tho  rconth. 
of  ?;a^e  earners  and  modern to  -wiJ.  "fV?°d  to  ro present  food  purchases  of  fami 
States  with  tho  use  of  'pooulati  ^rs*  '•*7’°  'been  combined,  for  tho  United 

included  in  tho  *k>od  -ind  -  In  Marcn  1943  the  number  of  cities 

from  54  to  61.'  W"  W*S  lncrc8S0cl  51  to  56,  and  the  number  of  foods 

to d "irO^ lar^^c^t^  and  service 

-Laxb.^  Cj.U2.oS  in  .«r*r»h  .Time  c-sv-.-p _ •>.  „  - - orU-S. 


iigvre- 

CO  v.j 

.a ses  o y.  fa, y> 5 j. i e s 


arc  obtained  in  34  larro  r<t^«  ^T.J'T'VT*  ’’^'V 'fi-TC 
vening  months  Q  “  *  , V  ~  ““c“i  nunc,  September,  and 

goodsfnd  sfvlf s!  COllCCt0d  115  21  0?  th0  ^  cities  for 


Pc  co  moor.  In 


ndr- 


a  shorter 


i.tsr. .  of 


f  *°?t  °Vh;‘  34  i^ch  and 

vidual  cities  and  the  rent  iSoxfo*  -  col.  put  mg  the  all  items  indexes  for  hVJ- 
gcnoral  stability  of  w  -~r~  -OOiU^O  '•Vvr#£v.°‘  ^rgc  cities,  because  of  tlio 
constant  in  citis  nofs^l^^^rl^rtS  ^  ^  • 

U.tir,s,  A’-CC2  Xar  ■&£U^l&.Stric.i,tX^M Uae.am  oollnctod  monthly  in  34 


.'4  larpc 


..'L^  1  -  CCJdlil'EIiS 1  PRICF,  TTvnrv  z?n~>  -  ~T 

SGd  URGE  CITIES  COtiBmD*  FOR  StAjI^^n^S001®  ?AI:ILI3S 

mmttm  31  Gil0UPS 


rca-i-  J 


i-.-orcli  1946 


n  r 


j.i. 


LV  • 


- 


'll  0  O 


"Littl 


Bo  i  ore 
_ 


Steel 11 


IT 

war  in 


■isuro 


ve 


100. 

<**• 

cr'- 

.6 

97. 

/ 

O 

0  9 
.  ^ 

•  5 

.101, 

9 

►c. 

"  no 

J-UU 

<9 

• 

105. 

0 

10/. 

.3 

100, 

r  *• 

97 

/— 

.9 

n>y  r 

s  ( •  J 

104,0 

100.2 

101,6 


99.0 

96,3 
100.6 
ion  / 

-  * v  v*  •  -  V 


29.2 

43.5 

51.3 
3.2 
9.6 

-  4.7 

22.6 
)  o  o 

*~'rS  »  s 

23.7 


32.0 

49 . 6 

-  A  O 

3  o 

-2  o  J 

1_3  mJj- 

-  6,2 

37.6 
49 .3 

9^  I 

*  »•*  .  J  %  / 


Group 


116,0 

121.6 

126,2 

109.9 

104.9 

96.6 

112.9 

122,2 

110.9 


all  items 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel,  electricity  &  j_CG 
Gc:.  s  0  o  ic  c  t  ic  it  y 
Other  Sue  Is  0.  iCo 
i  louse  x  urnasr:*  up  s 
Miscellaneous  ~  ’ 


ALL  ITEMS 
Food 

Clothing 

Rent  * 

Fuel,  electricity  £  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  6  ico 
House furnish in vg  ' 

L  is  c g  1  la  no  ous 


Indc-xos .  1935-39  -  mr^n 


130.2 

140.1 

153.1 
100.4 
110.5 

S2.9 

127.7 

150.2 
125.9 


129.6 

126.  a 

139.6 

135.9 

150.5 

143.7 

108.3  . 

111,0 

110.0  : 

93.6 

s  ~J  9  J 

127.9 

124.1  : 

149.7 

144,5  ] 

125.6 

123,6  ] 

, 

Chan/ro 

to  Mar 

125.1 
143.0 
127.9 
10C.0 
107.6 

96.1 


0.5 

2.7 

4,1 

12.2 

0,4 

3,1 

-  2,0 

15.2 

1.7 

6.5 

19.7 

21.3 

0.1 

0.4 

—  -L  .  4 

*9  mm 

-0,5 

0.5 

2,7 

5.3 

mmrnm 

-1,0 

-2.7 

-  3.3 

-  3,8 

-0.  x 

2.9 

7.6 

13.1 

9m 

0,3 

3.9 

20,1 

22,9 

mm  mm 

0,2 

1.9 

9.2 

13.5 

*  Soo  General  explanation  of  tables  on 


Page  4 
March  1946 


m .•  -'Tw  0  _  ''PET AIL  FOOD  PR.  ICES  IL  LARGE  CIi US  COwd-m^D-* 

"  *  for  specified  dates,  by  groups 

“  INDEXES  AFD  PSRGSHT  CHARGES. 


*  Group 


.  v  ...  J 


ibis 
Month 
1/ 


Last 
Month  I.  Ago 


Year' 


’’Hold 
the 
Line  n 
v  * 


. ALL  FOODS 

Cereals  A  hr.  :e 
Meats 

Beef  A  veal 
.  Pork 
.  Lamb 
.  Chickens 
•  Fish,  Hires h 
-Dairy  profuc-'A 
Earns 


'  :;r  OOUctS 


canned' 


‘Fruits  A  .70 ;:e tables 
-  Fresh  .  „ 

•  Canned , 

Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  A  oils 
♦Sugar 


S'.oee' 


ALL  FOODS  - 
-  Cereals  6 

•  Moats 


bakery  products 

1 '  •* 

*  ♦ 

•eal  - 


Beef  & 

Pork 

Lamb  ♦  A  . 

Chickens . 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 
Da  iry  pr  och.ic  t  s 
Eggs 

Fruits  c:  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  A  snoots 


Tndeyes 19 3.5—39  *  -lOCyO 

140.1"  139.6  135.9  143.0 

110.3  109*6  10s. 7  107.6 

131.3  131.3  130.6 

llo...3A . :1I0.4 


GlfFR  j 

* 


’’Little 

Steel” 

*  2/ 


was 

1.939 

Month* 

Before 

'~'i  “s  y. 

V  *  ■- .  J.  - 

Eurcoe 


13  S', 


1:16.3- 
112.6 
137.0 
150.2 
227.7 
137.0 
139  •  0 
*163.4 

196;  3 
129.6 
'‘168.9 
124.9 
12  5'.  9 

132.4 


112.6 
■136.9  * 
151.2  . 


135.9 

153.6 

214.4 

133.5 

140.7 


136.6 
144.2 
181. IB  169.5 
193.0  ‘  170. 6 

130.9  •  129.9 
169. SR  167.4 

124.9  124.5 

•I25.4.  123  r? 

126.9 


141.6 


136.9 


190.8-  12 < 


126.5 


Percent  Change- to  March  _12_l_J 

—  ‘  0.4“"  3.1  -  2.0 

—  .  0.5-'’  1.5  2.5 

*  •'  0~“  0.4  -  5.1 

~  “  0~~  -0.1  -9.8 

—  *  -  0.2“  0.4  -10.1 

....  *  0.1"  0.6  -  3.2 


2.2 


4.6 


121.6 

07  c 

✓'  1  ft  ^ 

/ 

00  4  1 

105.2 

p  ;  r 

✓  :  r  •  ' 

53.4 

124.3  - 

101J.  ... 

C  £  r/ 

- — •  t 

124.1 

109.4 

9.0.6 

123.2 

66.1 

66.0 

116.2 

r*  (  '  n 
„  1  ( 

96.8 

113.4 

97.2 

94.6 

150.9 

116.7. 

99.6 

123.3 

105.1 

93.1 

115.4 ' 

p.  rv  / 

.  3  i  I'Y 

on  7 
✓  • « 

Ter  r-f 

•-Vo  '/ 

r-9  /, 

1.7o.  / 

✓  ’ 

130.0 

.•93.,a  • 

.  92.6 

122.7 

Oil  / 

5 1.6 

131.2 

99.6  . 

90.3 

124.6 

90.9 

o/,  0 

✓  *~r*  •  ✓ 

190  / 

80.3 

64.5 

127.1 

95.0 

946 

15.2 

43.3 

45.3 

3,6.2 

1C.  1 

5.6 

'hr-  0 

4  ^  1  / 

'  37.2 

-  4,7 

6.X 

'16.6 

-  6.4 

31.0. 

26.2 

.15.9- 

-if'-  n 

O r 

J3  w-  •  / 

qo  t: 

•  J 

7  /  /X 

•  A 

56.6 

•50.9 

91.0. 

.  128.6 

11.1 

30.4 

/,v  9 

20.5 

.  42.7 

53.3 

42.5 

96.6 

96.5 

51.0 

11;.)  •  2 

111.5 

5.6 

41.6 

41.6 

28.7 

4  p.  ,< 

Of .  9 

c'-ry  p. 

0  9 

tv  f  b-* 

0-7  / 

0  .4 

31.6 

2.9 

56 ,  c 

/c  n 

4.2 

3'.9 

36 . 5 

- * 

R  Revised. 

*  See  genera]  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 

2/  The  ” Little  Steel”  wage  formula  applies  to  Jan.  1,  1941.  Jan.  -s  ^ 

~  nearest  date  for  which  data  on  .retail  prices  of  ano.ivioual  4. oocs  nc.7o  ieu 

computed. 


TABLE  3 

I 


-  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGI 
PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  MARCH  1946 
1HIOM  SPECIFIED  DATES ,  BY  CITIES 


CITIES* 


Pagc  5 
Ifcrch  1946 


I 


City- 


AVERAGE 

Atlanta,  Ga. 
Baltimore,  BR, 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass, 
Buffalo,  N..  I, 
Chicago,  Ill, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo, 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Tex. 
Indianapolis,  Inc!. 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 
Kansas  City,  No. 

Los  Angelos,  Calif. 
Manchester,  N.  H. 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
Milwaukee ,  Wis , 


Minneapolis ,  Minn. 
Mobile,  Ala, 

New  Orleans,  La. 

New  York,  N.  I. 
Norfolk,  Va, 
Philadelphia.,  Pa. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Portland,  Maine  , 
Portland,  Orog. 
Richmond,  Va.° 

St.  Louis,  Mo, 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Savannah,  Ga. 
Scranton,  pa.' 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Washington,  D.  G. 


0.5 


0.5 

0.2 

0,6' 

0,3 

0.2 

0.3 

0.1 

0.7 

0,2 

0.6 


0,3 

0.5 


j  0.1 


0.7 

0.9 

■0.2 


0.2 

0,1 

0.2 

0.4 

0.7 


2.7 

2.3 

1.8 
2.2 

2.3 

2.4 

1.6 

2.3 

1.5 
2.3 
3.0 
2,2 
2.0 


*  Soo  general  conation-  of  tables  on  page  2. 


1  Q 
2.1 
3.0 
1.6 
2.1 
•  2.3 

2  ' 

A*  9  4-.L 

2.3 

2.3 
4.0 
2,0 
2.7 

2.0 

1.1  . 
2.0 
1.5 
2,0  „ 

1.4  • 

2.5 

3.5 
2.1 
4.1  • 


4.1 

5.4 

3.0 

5.9 

2,0 

1.1 

2.0 


4.5 
2.9 

3.6 
3.0 

2.6 

3.3 

4.7 

4.2 
5.0 

2.3 
3.0 
2-.  6 


.5 


3 
2,0 
3.5 
6,4 

i  / 

3.7 


5.0 

2. a 
3.7 
2.3 
3.5- 
4,3. 


Feb. 

1946 

Kar. 

1945 

May 

1943 

Kay 

1942 

Last 

Year 

h "Hold 
the 

Month 

Ago 

Line" 

* 

GL:PR 

*  i 

i 

5.2' 

2,7 

•3*6 

6.1 


Jan. 

1941 


"Little 

Steel" 


12.2 

14.7 
11.0 
19  O 

10,0 
0.0 
q  o 

✓  •  y 

11.6 

10.9 

11.5 
11.3 

9.0 

o  Q 

14.2 

11.9 

1  0  O 

10.6 

13.2 

11.0 


f  c-- 
o.t.; 


O 


10. 

13.7 

16.7 
11. 0 
12.0 


13.3 

9.5 

11.7 

c 

11.1 

13,6 


14.7 
13.3 

10.7 
24*4 


29.2 

31.9 

31.2 

31.1 

26.0 

•  O  r-> 

<C  ^  . 

o,<  r 

29.9 

29.1 

20.9 

30.9 

25.1 

27 . 5 

33.6 
29.0 

24.9 

30.7  ' 
32.0 

20.1 

30.0 

32.2 

30.9 
33.0  | 

30.4  1 

29.6 

or-v 

,  / 

33.2 

26.5 

27.1 

31.2 

36.0 

29.6 
31.4 

31.3 


Aug. 

1939 
I  onth 
Before 
W  ar  in 
Europe 


32.0 

34.3 

33.0 

o  r  •  -  o 

J>9#^ 

90  c 
^ 

o?  9 

29 . 7 

33.0 

31.7 

30.7 
34.2 

96.7 
.7 


99 


30.2 

29.5 

32.4 
33.9 

35.5 
31. 0 


20,5 

33.2 

34.0 

9  O  ^ 
i  '.  6  r> 


33.3 

30.6 
35.0 

20.6 
30.9 
34. 5 


39,7 

34.0 

^  o  -  r< 

33.1 


(Continued )  CONSUMERS'*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES# 
INDEXES  , BY  GROUPS ,  BY  CITIES, 

JANUARY  ,  FEBRUARY;-'  ANQ  MARCH,  1946 


?  T~ 


Ru:e  7 
1946 


LiUx-c  n 


City 


Denver 

January 

February 

March 

Detroit  •  - 
January 
February 
March 

Houston- 

Januarv 

«/ 

February 

March 

Ind iana polls 
January 
February 
March 

; 

Jacksonville 

January 

KJ 

February 

March 

Kansas  City 
Januarv 

t- 

February 

March 

Los  Angeles 
January 

•  February 
March 

Manchester 

*  Januarv 


Februa 

March 


.c.ry 


Memo  his 
January 
February 
March 


Some  indexes  for  January  and  February  revised) 
(1935-39  -  100.0). 


All 


j  Items 


127.9 
128,0 

128.9 


i Cloth- 

Food  |  -  ing .  Rent 


Fuel,  Elect,  1  Icq 

Gas  &  Other  I  Housc" 
Puol  Furnish- 


Total)  Elect¬ 
ricity 


139.8 


139.9 


132.3  j 137.8 
13  2.,  0 
j 132.2 


136".  7 
137.0 


127.2 

126.8 


140.8 

139.3 


139.4 

140.5 

146 . 6 


149.7 

150*2 

151.4 

r 

139.ll 

1-40,0 


97.8 
97.8 
97.8 


111.3 
111.9 
I  Ill'.  9 


139.3  145.6 


130.0 


9 

145.8 
136.1' j  146.5 


13S.  0 
135.6 
136.0 


149.  v 


109.2 j  88 w 7 


142 


9  j 


146.6 


127,9  j 134. 5 
127.3"  1 132.6. 
133-.6 


1 


om  n 

*’-•  i  •  / 


| 132.7  I14C.6 
!  1-32. 5  !  146.4 
'133.1  14C. 9 


136.7 

175 . 8 
131.0  ! 136 [4 


—  117.8 

113.3  117.7 


132,5 


151,2 
145  .2 
I48 . 8 


I47.I 

147,6 


145.4 

147.9 


! 1"!  /  3 


! 114.3 


153,0 


92.5 

92.5 


—  1123.1 

—  | 124.4 

108.2  j  121.4, 


153.2  115,3:! 


*  Sec  General  Fee  la nation  of  Tables  on  Page  2. 


—  I 107.3 
107.3 

7  r>rt  o  I 

-j-07 .9} 


114.7; 


117.9 


A  Ico  ! 
- 1 — 


mgs 


Miscel¬ 

laneous 


77.3  122.1  j  163.3  i  124,7 
77.3 | 122.0  j  166,6  124.9 

77.31122.0  170,8  |  124,8 


64.1 


F#  * 

£4.1 


131.9 

132.9 


158.9 

156.6 


0  133.0  |  156.5 


81., 


01  ^ 
91.5 
91.5 


(107.2  i  145,6 
1107.2  1/5.7 

1107.2  14.6.5 


128.1  j 
128.1  j 

12c. 1 ! 


92. G  139.9  ! 
92.8! 139.6 j 


95.3 


1  '<0  !  !  1  /  e  a 

131.6 1  145.2 
131.6 !  14.5.6 
131. 6-  146.1 


91.0 

91.0 

91.0 


104.6 
104. 6 
95.6 


77.0 

77.0 

77.0 


/y  e 


99.8 

99.8  |  144 .3 

99.8  j  1,34.3 
i 


132.3  j 

134.3  i 

134.3  ‘ 


S  *  'J 


124.1 
124.1 
12/5.1  i  140.6 


136.9 
136.7 
i  136.9 


t  o  k  n 


128.4 


vu,; 


104  O 


127. 


o 


129.4 

129.3 

129.4 


19  i  m 


O 


|  121.3 


I; larch  1946 


L-t./J 


:LE  4  -  (Continued )  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGS  CITES- 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITES, 

JANUARY,  FEBRUARY,  AND  LARCH,  1946 

(Note:  Some  indexes  for  Januarv  and  February  revised) 


All 

i 

Tuel, 

Elect. 

e  Ice 

T - - - 

* 

Food 

Cloth- 

Rent 

Gas  & 

Other 

■i.ouse- 

I-.Iiscel- 

City 

Items 

ing 

Total 

Elect¬ 

ricity 

Fuel 
&  Ice 

furnish¬ 

ings 

lane ous 

Milwaukee 

» 

» 

January 

— 

137.5 

»■  wm 

111.8 

95,0 

123,2 

•-f 

February 

136.3 

— 

111.0 

95.-0 

123.2 

mm  mm 

March 

127.1 

136.5 

147.0 

— 

111.0 

95.0 

123.3 

147.4 

120.6 

Minneapolis 

j 

i 

• 

1 

! 

January 

126.3 

134.3 

146. 5 

— 

104„7 

83.6 

118.7 

147.1 

123.9 

February 

126,0 

132.5 

140.2 

«-•  •** 

105.1 

£3.6 

119  c  2 

148.1 

124.0 

March 

126.1 

131.8 

152.1 

•110.6 

1 

105.1 

83.6 

119.2 

148.7 

123.6 

Mobile 

i 

1 

[ 

January 

147.9 

.... 

— 

103.9 

83.61119.8 

— - 

February 

147.9 

— 

— .. 

104.1 

03.8 

| 120.0 

— - 

March 

131,3 

147.7 

147.4 

> 

104.2 

83.0 

120.4 

1/.6.7 

119.9 

New  Orleans 

January  *  * 

152.7 

.... 

- 

102,9 

77.1 

129.0 

mm  <mf 

mm  mm 

February 

— 

151.1 

— 

•"»  mw 

103.0 

77.2 

129.8 

— 

March 

New  York 

134o4 

151.5 

147.3 

103.0 

77.2 

129.3 

'  14:4.3 

126.4 

January 

131.4 

143,5 

153. 5 

■- 

114,1 

95,0 

143.6 

142,5 

127.1 

February 

13E3 

141,0 

161.6 

114:5 

95.0 

144.7 

143.5 

1-27.8 

March 

132.2 

142.3 

167.2 

113.8 

95.0 

142  0  0 

174.0 

120.4 

Norfolk 

1 

January 

146.5 

— 

120.9 

100.1 

137.4 

~~ 

February 

>  — ^ 

145.4 

— 

— 

120.9 

100.1 

137.4 

— 

— 

March 

133.8 

144.5 

146.7 

120.9 

100.1 

137.4 

148.2 

133.6 

% 

Philadelphia 

* 

1 

1 

- 

January 

128.8 

130.9 

049.9’ 

115.01 

92,5 

132.1 

140.  0 

120.5 

February 

120. 3 

137.6 

149,7 

115.0! 

y  *«•  0  J 

152.1 j 

149.0 

120. 5 

March 

129.4 

139.0 

151.5' 

107.2 

115.0 

op  r 

132.1 

150.9 

121.9 

Pittsburgh 

January 

131.4 

141.0 

175.2 

** 

112.0! 

103,2 

129.3 

144-6 

120. 5 

February  * 

131.0 

. 140.4 

173.9 

112.?! 

103.0 

129.3 

145.0 

120,4 

March 

131.2 

141.4 

170.4 

107,5 

112.0 | 

103.2 

129.3 

i 

146.7 

120.9 

Portand,  Me. 

• 

i 

j 

j 

j 

i 

1 

i 

January 

mm  m* 

134.2 

1 

i 

114.8 

9C.9 1 123.1 

! 

-  »- 

February 

j 

133.7 

t 

-*•  1 

-  ! 115.9 i 

98,9 ! 

124.6; 

March 

126.0  ; 
1 

134,8 

149.5! 

—  j 115. 8 | 

98.7! 

- - , - L 

124.6 i 

13-5.3 

122.7 

■  A 

<1 


*  See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  oh  Page  2, 
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TABLE  5  -  CO.viSITSRS 1  PRICE  'INDEX  FOR  LARGE  C  IF  EDS* 
PERCENT  ORANGES.  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FP.CH  FEBRUARY  1946  TO  ICARCH  1946 


: 

L  tet 

Elect. 

t\  Ice 

i — - — - 

City 

'All  . 
Items ' 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

I 

|  Total 

Gas  i 
Elect- 

Other 

Fuels 

-■ouse- 

farnish- 

“  V'.  4 

:  .is cel- 
la  re  ous 

ricity 

&  Ice 

.  O 

».  > 

*AV  iii  j. 

0.5 

0.4 

1.7 

^0.5  ■ 

-i.o 

-0.1 

0.3. 

0.2 

...Atlanta/  Ga. 

j  mm 

-1.2 

M  •• 

.  «#* 

0.1, 

0 

0 

— 

Baltimore,'  i'l. ,  ' 

0.5  ; 

i.o  • 

-0.4* 

6 

0 

0 

!  I., 

_r>  9 

“•  t,  #  /A 

,B  ir mingha  m ,  Ala . 

0.2 

-0,1 

0.2 

b 

0 

0 

1  • 

5  i#7 

r\  0 

-  y 

Boston,  Hass. 

0.6 

0.6 

O  j 

<•4 

-0,7  • 

-2.7 

0.2 

1.5 

-0.2 

Buffalo,  N.  Y, 

0,3 

-  0.2  ■ 

:  0.5 

0  .. 

0 

0.1 

0.6 

0.5 

Chicago,  -Ill. 

0.2 

-0.1  • 

■  2.9  * 

i 

m9  7 

-6.1 

0 

-1b 

0.2 

C inc inn&t i,  Ohio ‘ 

0.3 

:  0.4 

0.5 

0 

0 

0 

-0. 5  ■ 

0.1 

0 le vela no ,  Cl to 

0.1 

■  0 

1.0 

• 

0 

0 

b 

-0.3. 

0 

Denver,  Colo, 

0,7. 

0.3 

4.3 

0 

.  0 

0 

p 

-0.1 

Detroit ,  Pack. 

Houston,  Texas 

0;.  2, 
0,6. 

■0.2 
•  0 

G.C 

4.0 

0 

0 

.  -0.1 

0 

0.1 

0 

V  <"» 

■  * 

0.1 
n  0 

Ind  ia  na  pol is ,  Inc  ; 

i 

M 

0.3 

mm  mm 

0 

0 

0 

Jac  ks onv ill© ,  Fla , 

mm  mm 

0.5 

mm  mm 

-0*  1 

m 

,  0 

-0.1 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

0.3  . 

0.8  < 

0.3 

0 

,  o' 

0 

0,3 

l  '  9 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

0.5  , 

0-.  3 

'*0  p 

v» 

0 

0  . 

0 

0 

0.1 

Ma  no  he  s  t  e  r ,  *  li  H ,  * 

— 

0  > 
v  ♦  *~r 

-2,4 

-8.6 

0 

~M 

Memphis,  Tenn,  ' 

-0.3 

mrn  mm 

0 

.  0 

0 

MM 

A, 

Milwaukee ,  Wise . 

•••• 

0.1 

\ 

0 

.  0 

0.1 

— 

— 

Minneapolis,  !i rn. 

0,1  • . 

-0.5 

'O 

0 

0 

O' 

O  » 

0,.a 

-0.3 

Mobile,  Ala.-  ‘  , 

_  ; 

-.0.1 

M  M 

0.1  ■ 

0 

0.3 

New  Orleans,  La. 

1 

0.3 

0 

.  -0  • 

0 

i 

MM 

tic  v;  York,  N,  Y.  : 

.  0.7  . 

0.4' 

3.5 

0  c 

-0,0 

■0 

-1.3 

.  ...  : 
U.v' 

0.5 

Norfolk,  7a. 

— 

*0.6'  j 

MM 

’0 

■  .0 

0 

MM 

Phil ad e Iphla , "Pa , 

,  0.9  . 

'  1.0 

1.2 

0 

0 

0 

*> 

J  -.1  • 

l  a 

J-  * 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

P  or  t  Jj&  nd ,  I  h .ne 

r  ° 

0.7 
0.8' " 

•-2.0 

• 

Q.i 

-0,1 

0.2 
-O’.  2 

0 

0 

0.6 

MM 

0.4 

• 

Portland,  Ore p , 

i 

* 

0;.8"' . 

f  m 

0.5 

-0i? 

0.8 

MM 

FxLchmond,  Va,' 

-0.7* 

t 

mm  mm 

(j 

0 

0 

MM 

MM 

Si*  Louis,  I.io 

0.2 

0.2 

0.7 

0 

0 

0 

1.1 

0,2 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

0.1 

0.4 

-0,9 

O 

-6,5 

0 

-0.6 

0.6 

h 

Savannah,  Ga, 

Scranton,  Pa,  • 

0  P 

V 

mm  mm 

» 

r\  /.  ■ 

■  -O.u 
.  2.2  • 

o;k 

-  ♦ 

M  M 

0.1 

0 

0 

0 

0,2 

0 

3.5 

MM 

-0.2 

Seattle ,  Wash,' 

0,4 

-0.3 

1.1 

0,4 

■  0 

0  v  ) 

O  / 

1.5 

Vi  a  s  h  ing  t  on,  D ,  C , 

- , — — — I 

0.7 

L 

.  0,2 

3.6 

0 

0 

.  ! 

0  ■  j 

1, 

0.8  ' 

0.2 
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CONSUMERS  ’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES*- 
PERCENT  C rIARGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITES 
FROM  DECEMBER  1945  TO  MARCH  1946 


- 1 - 

i 

Fuel, 

Fleet. 

%  Ice  l 

House - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Re  nt 

Total 

r\  ~  _  p 

U&  5  c: 

Elect¬ 

ricity 

Other  I 
Fuels 
L  Ice 

’  isccl- 
!•:  ne  ous 

AVERT ?E 

0.2 

-0.9 

9  r 

0.1 

0.2 

-1.2 

j: 

1.3 

1.3 

0.9 

At  la  nt  a ,  uS) 

0.2 

-2,8 

3.3 

1/  0.3 

0.4 

-1.0 

1.1 

4.9 

1 . 7 

Baltimore,  MG. 

-0.3 

-0.7 

-0.7 

1/  0 

0,5 

0 

0.7  . 

1.0 

0 

B irming ha  m ,  Ala , 

-0.2 

-1.7 

1#I 

—  ! 

0.7 

0 

0,9 

0 

*  • 

31  O 

♦  x' 

Boston,  Mass. 

0.6 

-0.3 

3.7 

1/  0.1 

0,9 

-2.7 

2.6 

0  q 

.  ^ 

1.0 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

0.3 

-0.9 

1.5 

0.5 

0 

0.7 

-•  r 

J.*  O 

1.6 

Chicago,  Ill. 

0 

-0.4 

3.0 

-2.6 

n  n 

i  i 

-1.2 

0.2 

Cine  inn  at  i ,  0  •  i  ,1c 

-0.1 

-1.3 

1*^ 

1/  0.4 

0.6 

0 

1.0 

.0 

0'Q 

C  love  la.  rid ,  Ohio 

-0.5  . 

-1.5 

0.5 

1/  0 

0.4 

0 

0.8 

- « 6 

0.2 

Denver,  Colo, 

0.5 

-1.3 

6.9 

0.5 

0 

0.7 

O  4 

0.1 

De  tr 6  it ,  Mic  h . 

0.7 

-0.9 

1.4 

1/  0 

0.3 

/■'  ("j 

—  / 
J..0 

o  o 

4.2 

Houston,  Texas 

0.2 

—1.1 

2  */ 

->  •  ‘ 

0  6 
W  9  w 

n  Q 

0 

o.  5 

G  / 

*  •  r 

Ind  ia  na  o  o  1  is ,  Ind , 

-0.3 

-1.2 

o  o 

— 

0.7 

0 

0.9 

0 

n  r7 

Jackso nv ille ,  Fla , 

-0.9 

-2.8 

1.6  . 

i  4-r  2 

-0.3 

0 

-0.4 

-0.4 

i 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

-0.2 

-1.3 

-0.1 

n 

J-.  e  J 

0 

2.6 

2 , '  ■> 

0.2 

Lcs  Angs ie 3 ,  Came. 

-0.4 

-1.3 

0.7 

— 

0 

0 

0 

0.4 

-c,  1 

Ma  nc  he  s  t  e  r ,  M  „  H. 

o 

-0.7 

1  n 

1*1 

1/  0.4 

-0.7 

ri  rt 

-O  #  O 

2.6 

1,0 

0.2 

Me mphis ,  Te nn , 

1-O.6 

-2.0 

0.6 

1/-0.1 

0.7 

0 

0,0 

-2,6 

n  c 

Milrauke e ,  Tj  is  c . 

-0.1 

Q 

—  ♦  ./ 

4.9 

— 

0.2 

-0,9 

0.3 

! 

-0.1 

0 

Minneapolis ,  Minn , 

0 

/ 

I‘r 

c  r7 

9.  i 

1/  0.3 

0.8 

-0  * 

1  P 

0.2 

Mobile,  Ala, 

0.2 

-0.8 

-- 

0.7 

0,2 

i.i 

!  -0,7 

p 

•  ••  • 

New  Orleans ,  La . 

0.0 

-0.S 

3.4 

-- 

.0,2 

0.3 

5  n  o 

i  ^ 

•3.  9 

3.4 

New  York,  11.  Y. 

0.8 

-0.7 

6.4 

— 

0.1 

0 

i  r~\ 

»  0  1 

2 » 1 

1.2 

Norfolk,  Va. 

rO.l 

-0  5 

0,2 

n  *2 

^  0  - 

0 

0.6 

i  -1.3 

0,4 

Ph ilac e Iphia ,  Pa , 

0.6 

n  o 

0.9 

1/  0.3 

i.i 

0 

I  1.5 

o  i 

A.  .  J.. 

1.2 

■ 

P itt sbnr g  h ,  Pa . 

0.2 

O  G 
-  •  ^ 

-2.9 

0 

0.6 

0.2 

1  I  ? 

i 

!  i  n 

.L»  / 

I 

0 '  Q 

Portia  nc, ,  l'.h :  ne 

0.3 

_r>  - 

1  4 

**“ 

1.9 

-0,1 

i  2,6 

0.3 

i  n  > 

-  .*4- 

F  or  t  ]  .a,  nc . ,  Ore  g , 

-1.0 

-2.6 

0.0 

0.6 

-0.1 

j  0.9 

3 . 7 

1  -0  Q 

—  v3,  / 

Richmond,  Va. 

-0.3 

-1.5 

0.1 

1/-0.1 

0.5 

0 

!  0,6 

1.5 

i  o  A 

S  --.o 

O  C  *  LOU  J_S  ^  -  .0  4 

0 

-1.0 

1  n 

19  1 

1/  0.3 

1.0 

0 

i  ^ 

3 .  •  ■ 

0  o 

•  9  S 

San  Francisco,  Calif c 

-1.6 

q  r> 

-2*0 

1 

-0.1 

1/  0 

_ n 

J)’u 

1 

I  -6,5 
\ 

0 

j 

|  -n.O 

1  n  n 

1 

Savannah,  Ga. 

r 

0.7 

1  0.2 

3.o 

_ 

1 

0.4 

! 

0 

I  0.6 

4.5 

!  -0,2 

Scranton,  Pa. 

0.4 

0.4 

0,3 

-- 

C.7 

0 

!  0.9 

3.2 

10  ' 

-  .c 

Sea  ,  ivas.i. 

-0.4 

—a «  7 

0.9 

1/  0.1 

0.9 

0 

I  1,4 

3.9 

1.7 

Washington,  E,  C. 

1.0 

0.3 

_ 

q  q 

3  9/ 

— 

0.5 

<-■ .  — . 

0 

J 

O  Q 

j 

j  I#  < 

_ 

1  1.1 
i 

*  See  General 
1/  Change  from 
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Retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  commonly  bought  by  moderate-income 
city  workers  advanced  0.5  percent  between  mid-November  and  mia-Dvcenoer  to  oiing 
the  consumers'  price  index  to  its  highest  level  since  the  spring  cl  192a.  nigaer 
prices  for  all  principal  groups  of  items  in  the  family  budget,  except  rent,  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  rise,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Labor.  The  consumers'  price  index  published  by  the  Bureau  for 
December  15,  1945  was  129.9  percent  of  the  1935-39  average,  :  nd  31.7  percent  higher 
than  in  August  1939,  the  month  preceding  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  Europe. 

For  December,  food  costs  in  large  cities  rose  0.9  percent  ?  s  higher  prices 
were  reported  for  all  groups  except  beverages.  Prices  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegeta¬ 
bles  increased  3.6  percent  duo  to  advances  for  apple oranges,  cabbage,  let>ucj, 
onions,  potatoes,  spinach,  and  swoetnotr  to<.  s.  The  1:  rgost  increrses  were  21  percent 
for  sweetpotf tees,  which  wont  up  under  higher  winter  ceiling  prices  -and  small 
supplies;  and  cabbage  and  spinach  up  seasonally  by  14  and  11  percent,  respectively. 
After  price  controls  v;ar*r  removed,  orange  prices,  which  usually  drop  during  this 
time *of  the  year,  increased  4.5  percent  in  December.  Prices  of  butter  and  peanut 
butter  increased  further  by  0.6  and  5.8  percent,  respectively, . between  November  13 
and  December  11,  reflecting  primarily  the  •withdrawal  of  subsidies  for  these  pro¬ 
ducts  on  November  1. 

Average  costs  of  clothing  advanced  for  the  thirtieth  consecutive  montn 
and  were  0.5  percent  higher  in  mi d- December  than  in  mid-November.  Retailers  again 
reported  that  demand  for  men’s  apparel  far  outstripped  the  quantities  obtainable • 
Further  disappearance  of  low  and  medium-priced  clothing  was  reflected  in  higher 
costs  for  topcoats,  wool  suits,  dress  trousers,  jackets,  sweaters,  work  clothing, 
business  shirts,  pajamas,  underwear,  and  socks.  Prices  of  heavy  .we  i  gilt  union  suits 
were  higher  due  to  increases  allowed  by  OP A  to  encourage  production.  Lai gor 
supplies  of  preticketed  garments  resulted  in  somewhat  lower  prices  for  women's 
rayon  crepe  dresses, .  while  the  cost  of  ' moderate  price  rayon  prints  ana  inexpensive 
cotton  wash  frocks  advanced  slightly.  Prices  of  rayon  slips,  gloves,  and  Sirls’ 
coats  also  rose.  Prices  of  footwear  edged  upward  ana  costs  of  snoe  repair  services 

increased  moderately  in  six  citiofe. 

Prices  of  house furnishings  increased  0.5  percent  ever  the  month,  higher 
prices  were  reported  for  living  room,  dining  room,  ana  b'droom  furnitur  ,  sofa  bta., 
cook  stoves,  dinnorwaro,  blankets,  shoots,  ana  towels.  Mi scollaneous . gooas  ana 
services  costs  rose  0.2  percent  as  costs  of  m.uical  Cc- re  in~rocu>>.  d  slign^i,. 
cities;  newspaper  prices  increased  in  St.  Louis,  and  higher  prices  were  resorted 
for  cigars  and  pipe  tobacco  in  a  number  of  cities. 

"frith  war  veterans  returning  from  overseas,  housing  conditions  in  most 
largo  cities  are  more,  critical  than  at  any  time  during  the  war.  Rents  for  occupio 
dwellings  have  remained  stable  on  the  a v-. rage,  howov.  r,  since  the  last  rone  . 

Slight  increases  were  reported  in  six  citi  s  while  rents  decreased  in  •-if  1  --Aoics 
surveyed.  Between  June  and  December  rents  declined  0.9  percent  m  Mobile  and  -.o 
percent  in  Savannah  and  Portland,  Oregon,  whom  there  wore  large  cutbacks  ^  in  Wc,  r 
production.  In  Scranton,  where  rents  remained  stable  without  rent  control  auring 
the  war,  there  has  been  a  gradual  rise  during  the  past  year,  resulting  in  a.  oo  a 
increase  of  1.2  percent,  the  largest  reported  during  the  year  for  any  of  the  large 

cities. 
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Anthracite  and  bituminous  coal .price . ceilings  -Were  raised  by  OPA  to  meet 
the  minimum  profit  margins  previously  .assured,  producers .  In  December,  anthracite 
prices  were' the  highest  since  the  first  quarter,  of  1926,  while  those  of  bituminous 
coal  were-  at  the-  highest  levels  since  1923.  A;- rebate  was  allowed  consumers  of  gas 
in  Detroit*  e 
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CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX*  AND  RETAIL  PRICES  OF  FOOD  -  MARCH  19U6 


Consumers1  Prices  Reach  New  Postwar  Peak 


Average  retail  prices  reached  a  new  postv/ar  peak  in  mio-March 


according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Labor  in  a  report  issued  today.  With  higher  prices  for  most  principal 
items  in  the  family  budget,  the  consumers1  price  index  advanced  0 &  per¬ 
cent  between  February  1§  and  March  l£  to  130,2  percent  of  the  193r~39 
average. 

The  consumers1  price  index  is  now  32*0  percent  higher  than  in 
August  193 9s  the  month  before  the  beginning  of  the  war. 


The  food  bill  for  moderate-income  city  families  rose  O.U  percent 
during  the  month  after  having  dropped  1,3  percent  between  mid-December 
and  mid-February.  The  average  price  of  sugar  increased  almost  $  percent 
following  early  February  ceiling  price  adjustments  by  OPA  to  insure  the 
continuation  of  large  imports •  Fresh  fruit  and  vegetable  prices  rose 
1,7  percent  as  higher  prices  were  reported  for.  cabbage,  lettuce,  onions, 
and  potatoes.  Spinach  dropped  seasonally  XU  percent.  Cheese  and  peanut- 
butter  prices  continued  to  edge  upward  by  2*3  and  l.U  percent,  respectively. 


Clothing  costs  increased  1.7  percent  between  mid-February  and 


mid-March  and  are  now  5>2.6  percent  higher  than  in  August  1939-  Supplies 
of  medium  and  inexpensive  quality  apparel  continued  low,  although 
retailers  in  most  cities  indicated  that  they  had  received  some  shipments 
of  preticketed  garments  during  the  month.  Higher  clothing  costs  wore 
reported  for  men's  wool  suits,  work  clothing,  business  shirts,  pajamas, 
and  socks.  Rayon  and  cotton  dresses,  manufactured  under  the  govern¬ 
ment’s  program  to  increase  stocks  of  lower  priced  garments,  appeared 
in  sufficient  quantities  in  some  cities  to  lower  the  cost  of  these 
articles.  However,  percale  housedresses,  cotton  night gov/ns,  and  women’s 
underwear  costs  were  higher  in  mid-March  than  in  mid-February.  Hosiery 
and  gloves  also  cost  more  this  spring,  due  to  the  replacement  of 
women's  rayon  stockings  by  nylon  hosiery  whenever  obtainable,  and  the 
continued  disappearance  of  lower  priced  gloves.  A  moderate  but  wide¬ 
spread  advance  also  occurred  in  shoe  prices. 


Residential  r ents  increased  0.1  percent  during  the  first 


quarter  of  19 U6,  the  first  increase  since  December  19UU •  Rents  edged 
upward  in  eight  of  the  16  cities  surveyed  in  March  decreased  slightly 


in  3  cities,  and  showed  no  change  i.n  the  remainder.  The  largest 
change  in  rental  bills  occurred  in  Atlanta  where  an  increase* of  Q<$ 
percent  was  reported  between  September  191*5  and  March  1?U6. 


(See- page  la.) 
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Rate  reductions  lowered  the  average  cost  of  gas  to  domestic 
consumers  in  San  Francisco  and  of  electricity  to  consumers  in  Boston,. 
Chicago,  and  Manchester. 


The  cost  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  increased  0.2 
percent.  Medical  care  costs,  particularly  hospital  rates,  advanced  in 
■  18  cities.  Upward  adjustments  in  maximum  charges  resulted  in  increased 
prices  for  laundry  Services  ,ih  Buffalo,  Richmond*  and  Philadelphia, 
Charges  for  motion  picture  admissions,  hair  cuts  and  beauty  shop  services 
were  higher  in  a  few  cities.  Newspaper  prices  advanced  in  Seattle. 


(the  end) 
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CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX*  AND  RETAIL  PRICES  OF  FOOD  -  APRIL  I9I46 

Consumers  *  Prices  Advance  0.9  Percent 

F°r  the  sec°nd  consecutive  month,  retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  for 
d  e-rncome  city  families  rose  0,5  percent  as  higher  prices  in  all  important 


The 


consumers » 


price 


Croups  of  items  except  electricity  were  reported  in  mid-April, 
hn'i'  pl’°pyed  bx  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  U.S.  Department  of  Labor,  is 
J  f  P^nt  01  ttle  1 '3U-39  average  and  3.0  percent  above  the  level  of  a  year  ago. 
rood,  clothing,  and  houseiurnlshings  costs,  which  represent  57  percent  of  the  bud- 
gy  for  rage-earners  and  moderate-income  workers  in  large  cities,  are  now  a  little 
over  50  percent  higher  than  in  August  1939,  the-  month  before  war  in  Europe. 

Food  Prices  increased  1.1  percent  between  mid-March  and  mid-April.  Richer 

The  coat.nofLr  8f?P?»  exoept  egss  and  beverages,  contributed  to  this  rise, 

j  ereal  and  bakery  products  advanced  2.7  percent  as  the  10  percent  re- 

Z  riencvnr,mmi7t1S  ofPoav';s  lequosted  on  March  15  by  the  President's  Famine' 
Em^r^ncy  Committee  resulted  m  a  U.8  percent  increase-  in  the  average  nr^ce  ner 

pouna  i°r  breads.  Fresh  fruit  and  vegetable  prices  rose  1.8  percent,  Sib  prices  of 

p°tatoes’  cabbage>  and  sweet  potatoes  increasing  seasonally  more  than  U  per¬ 
cent;  lettuce  and  spinach  declined  $  and  6  percent,  respectively.  '  ' 

aii  The  average  price  of  meats  increased  1,1  percent  during  the  month  as  OPA 

tri  larr^t  month!  ng  prices,to.  =*pensate  for  adjustments.  This  represents 
sharoltt  ,lnyease  t*  thl3  Srou?  since  early  in  I9k3.  Chicken  prices  rose 

ply  Percent)  between  mid-March  and  mid-April.  Sugar  increased  2.9  percent. 

Clothing  costs  advanced  0.8  percent  between  March  and  Aoril,  reflecting  both 
the  government's  policy  of  granting  price  increases  to  manufacturers  to  encourage 
production  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  the  return  of  some  items  of  nr -war  aualit-  at 

last  available.  Higher  price/were  rtPortfd  for 


°  , 


bus  in  ef 


shirts,  work  clothing,  and  socks,  and  for 


women ' s  cotton  house  and  street  dresses,  hose  and  gloves.  Retailers'  inventories 

oorted  hv1?H'r  /?fimld  h"’’  bUt  SOmR  i^ovanent  over  previous  months  ms  re- 
L  mfrchants  •  The  cost  of  rayort  dresses  declined  over  the  month 

incr  a-  ‘  Fn6  rPFn  of  garments  manufactured  under  the  government's  program  to 
increase  stocks  oi  lower-priced  apparel  reached  retail  stores.  Increased  costs  of 

n^jFnh-cT^h-T Oh  >fcrce  PriC6S  upimrd  for  cotton  products.  Cotton  clothing  is 
,  .  Jv"  wrt  hl8ber  than  m  August  1939,  wool  clothing  costs  have  risen  U8  percent, 

l‘C’  ray.°hand  nylon  CPPcrel  h<  percent.  Men's  shoe  prices  advanced  as  shoes 
of  prewar  quality  became  available  at  higher  prices. 

Hous ef urmshings  costs  rose  0.7  percent  over  the  month.  Prices  for  sheets 
advanced  more  than  6  percent  due  to  an  increase  in  ceiling  prices  and  the  further 

increasedP00  °f  loWer‘prioed  sheets . -Prices  for  stoves  and  bedroom  furniture  also 

,  3?  average  cost  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  edged  upward  0.1  percent 
on  scattered.increases  Cor  beauty  shop  services,  tobacco,  household  supplies,  news- 

incroaPdlhnh  oo  plCtttT  admissions-  Since  August  1939  the  cost  of  services  has 
xncrcasea  about  20  percent. 

Fr-.nJFiOOfh0fceleCt,iOity  to  Cbwumers  in  Minneapolis,  Norfolk,  Richmond,  San 
March  15  and  April *15^  lowered  frora  **  to  10  Peroent  by  rate  reductions  between 


Rents  were  not  surveyed  in  April. 
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’’consumers 1  price  index  for  moderate- me oms  t a mi lie 3  in  large 


cities 


city  families  whose  incomes  average  $1524  in  1934-36. 

r  The  index  only  partially  shows  the  wartime  effects  of  chances  in  quality, 
availability  of  consumer  goods-,  etc.  The  President’s  Committee  on  ohe  Cost  ox 
Liying  has  estimated  that  such •  factors ,  togs t nor  with  certain  O'Jiux  o  ..iO-j  fail, 
measured  by  the  index,  ’would  add  a  maximum  of  3  to  g.  points  to  one-  intiox  ior  I'-i^c 


Janu 
of 

able 

and  finally  disappear. 


General  Explanation  of  Tables : 

The  indexes  are  based  or.  time -to -time  changes  in  one  co^b  of  gooes  and 
services  purchased  by"  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities,  j-n^y  0.0  n^t 
indicate  whether  it  costs'  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another. 

Data. relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  Janu 
on  Tables  1  and  2,  which  have  been  estimated  for  January  1  (the  date  used 
** Little  Steel”  wage  formula,  of  tno  National  Jar  Labor  Boa.ro.),  oy  uSSlutux^ 
rate  of  change  from  December  15,  1949  -to  who  nox-x  pricing  aatc. 


iii  the 


in  even 


GMPR  -  The  General  Maximum  Price  Regulation 


became  effc 


ctive  on  Hay  IS-, 


1942.  It  established  retail  price  ceilings  at  their  highest  levels  in  March-  1942. 


The  President’s  ’’hold -the -lino"  order  was  issued  April  8,  1943, 

.  -  -  -  %  *  1  •  •  i  _  _ _ 


The 


iak 


T..p 


0* ac hod  m  i'.iay ,  mien  is  c  icr-xicrx  useo.  xor 


of  the  rise  which  led  to.  this  order 
this  comparison. 

Food  prices  arc  collected  monthly  in  58  cities  during  oho  first  .t>.jur  aays 
of  the  week  which  includes  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fnt.ee nth  cx  the  montn.  Aggre¬ 
gate  costs  of  foods  in  each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  01  famiiieo 
of  wage  earners  and  moderate -income  workers,  have  been  combined  xor  ime  Lnitod 
States  with  the  use  of  population  weights.  In  March  1943  the  number  oi  cities 
included  in  the  food  index  was  increased  from  51  to  56,  and  tno  number  oi  ioo&o 
from  54  to  61. 

Prices  of  clothing,  housefurnishinws .  and  rxlscellanc dug -goods  arid  services 
are  obtained  in  34  large  cities  in  Iiarc.ii,  Juno,  September,  ana  December.  ^  In  inter¬ 
vening  months,  prices  are  collected  in  21  of  the  34  cities  for  a  short '-a  lix>t  of 
goods  and  services.  # 

Rents  are  now  surveyed  semiannually  in  most  of  the  l4  cities  (m  Ibarcn .and 
September,  or  in  June  and  December).  In  computing' tno  all  items  indexes,  j.or  Indi¬ 
vidual  cities  and  the  rent  index  for  the  average  of  largo  cities,  because  of  fne 
general  stability  of  average  rents  at  the  present  time,  inc  ino.cxos  are  mil 
constant  in  cities  not  surveyed  during  the  current  quarter. 


"P*v*  4  , 


I'or 


electricity  and  ice,  are  collected  monthly  in  34  large 


cities 


TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE-INCOME  FAMILIES 
FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

ADD  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Aprij.  jl>:. 


- 

Apr, 

Mar, 

Apr. 

May 

May 

Jan. 

Aug. 

1946 

1946 

1945 

1943 

ip/n 

194-1 

1939 

Group 

This 

Last 

Year 

"Hold 

the 

GLIPR 

” Little 
Steel” 

* 

— 

Month 

Before 

Month 

Month 

■  .-i 

A  co 

Vv 

_ 

Line” 

7T 

* 

— 

War  in 

Indexes,  193 

5-39  r. 

100.0 

ALL  ITEMS 

130.9 

130.2 

127.1 

125.1 

116.0 

100.  s 

98.6 

Food 

141.7 

14-0.1 

136.6 

143.0 

121.6 

97.6 

93.5 

Clothing 

154.3 

153 . 1 

144.1 

127.9 

126,2 

101.2 

100.3 

Rent 

-- 

108.4 

— 

108.0 

109.9 

105.0 

104.3 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

110.4 

110.5 

109.  s 

107.6 

104.9 

100.8 

97.5 

Gas  &  electricity 

92.6 

92.9 

95.5 

96.x 

96.6 

97.5 

99.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

127.7 

127.7 

123.7 

118,7 

lip  q 

104.0 

04  O 

7'- 

House f urn is hings 

151.3 

150.2 

144.9 

125.1 

nan  ? 

100.2 

100.6 

Miscellaneous 

126.0 

125.9 

.U3.-S 

■115.3 

110.9 

101.8 

100.4 

Perce  rl 

b  Change  to  April,  19 

46 

ALL  ITEMS 

„ 

0,5 

3.0 

4.6 

12.8 

29.9 

32.8 

Food 

— 

1.1 

3.7 

-  0.9 

16.5 

45.2 

51.6 

Clothing 

0.8 

7.1 

20.6 

22.3 

52 . 5 

53.8 

Rent  l/ 

mm 

— 

— 

0,4 

1  / 

**  _L  9  4|< 

J  .  & 

3.9 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

-0,1 

0.5 

2  6 

5.2 

9.5 

13.2 

Gas  &  elec tricity 

a* 

-0.3 

—3 . 0 

-  3.6 

-  4.1 

-  5.0 

-  6.5 

Other  fuels  5c  ice 

0 

3.2 

7.6 

13.1 

22.8 

32.6 

House  f ur nis hings 

••  mm 

0.7 

4.4 

20.9 

23.8 

51.0 

50.4 

Miscellaneous 

— 

0.1 

.  1.8 

9.3 

13.6 

23.8 

25.5 

*  Sec  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 
l/  Percent  change  to  March  1946, 


Page  4  TABLE  2  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED* 

April  1946  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


.  4. 

r- ; - - — 

apr .  16 

1946 

essTU 

1946 

| Aor.  17 

1945 

flay  18 

1943 

May  12 

1942 

Jan,  14~ 

3.941 

Aug. 15 

1939 

Group 

>• 

This  • 
Month • 
1/ 

- - - - 

Last 

Montn 

Year  ■ 
Ago 

"Hold 

the 

Line" 

* 

GIJPR 

■&• 

1 

"Little 

Steel" 

*■ 

0  / 

■  ■  t_  _  _s 

Month 

rs 

v/ar  :L: 
Europe 

ALL  FOODS 

Cereals  &,  bakery  products 
Meats 

Beef  &  veal 

Perk 

Lamb 

4 

Chickens  ’ 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 
Dairy  products 
Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables  • 
Fresh 
Canned 
pried 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils' 

Sugar  &  sweets 


ALL  FOODS 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 
Meats 

Beef  &  veal 
Pork 
Lamb 
Chickens 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 
Dairy  products 
Eggs. 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  A  sweets 


Indexes,  1935-39  =  100^,0 

143.0 


141.7 

113.3 
132.  S 
119.0 

113.7 
13$  rl 

159.3 

221.3 

1 37 .4 

137.7 

185.9 
i$9.a 

120.7 

169.5 

124.9 
126.1 
135.3 


140.1 

110.3 
131*3 
US.  3 
112.  $ 
137.0 

150.2 
227.7 
137.0 
139.  Q 

163. 4 

196.3 
129.6 

168.9 

124.9 

125.9 

132.4 


136.6 

108.9 
130,8 
118.6 
112.4 

135.9 
154.3 
•211.9 
•133.5 


107.6 

138.3 

.2 


1 

1  /JL 


- 

125.5 

141.6 
147.6 
200.5 
136.9 


121.6 

105.2 

124.3 

124.1 

l  o  o.  o 

118.2 

113.4 
150,9 
123.3 


97.8 

94.9 
101,1 
109.4 

86 . 1 
98,7 
97.2 
118.7 
105  ..1 


'  1.1 

2.7 

1.1 

1.3 
,0.8 
0.8 
6.1 

-2.8 

0.3 

-0,9 

1.4 

1.8 

-0.7 

0.4 

0 

0.2 

2,2 


■139.9 

142,1 

115.4 

Q7  ! 
y  (  •■s. 

•17,3 .3 

190.8 

128.7 

.93.3 

•183.3 

205.8 

130.0 

'  93.4 

130.0 

131.1 

122.7 

91.4 

.16.7.9 

158.0 

131.2 

99.6 

124,6 

124.5 

124  •  6 

90.9 

123.6 

126,3 

122.4 

so,  3 

"  126.4 

127.6 

127.1 

95.3 

to  Apr 

ii  16, 

1946 

3.7 

-  0.9 

16.5 

44.9 

'  4.0 

5.3 

7.7 

19.4 

’  1.5 

-  4.0 

6.8 

31.4 

’  1.0 

-  8.7 

0  r 

mm  t  ' 

.  9.5 

i.2 

-  9.4 

-  7.7 

32.1 

1.6 

-  2.5 

16.6 

39.9 

*3  2 

7.9 

4  0.5 

63.9 

4  •  4 

2  o 
'  ~  •  ./ 

-1.6 

7.3 

9.9 

-1.0 

1.0 

0.2 

1.9 

n 
< 


n.Q 


10.4 

C.4 

3.1 

2.6 

2.9 

1.8 

7.3 

0.3 

0.2 

6.0 


46.7 

3 — L  r  4 

19.3 

44.4 

53.7 
4.9 

29.2 

0,2 

3.0 

6.5 


86.4 

30.7 
4-u4 

99.2 
113.9 

40.8 

70.2 

37.4 
57.0 
42.0 


93.5 

93 .4 
95V, 

99.6 

88.0 

oc  o 

>6.0 

•  94.6 

99.6 
•93.1 

90.7 

92.4 
92.0 
91.6 
90.3 
94.9 
on-.  ,> 

QK  ( 

y  y  .e 


•  51.6 

21.3 

38.8 

20.3 

29.2 

39.8 

68.4 

122.2 

47.6 

51.8 
101.2 
115.3 

40.5 

87.7 

31.6 

49.2 
41.5 


*/  Si£:i;SiXPlamtion  of  tabios  -  ^  2. 

;/  The  "Little  Steel"  wage  formula  awnlics  to 

~y~*  n  4*  A3  *4-  ^  _  i  *  •*  -  .  ■*  * 


nearest  date- 
computed. 


lor  which  data  on  retail  prices 


1>  1941.  Jan.  1/,,  1941  is  the 
individual  foods  have  been 


CQNS^-SRS’  FRIGS  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITES* 
PERCEPT  CHARGES  TO  APRIL  1946 
fGR  SPECIFIED  .DATES,  BY  CITES 


rage 


5 


April  1946 


- - - — —  - - 

March 

April 

May 

M?:y'  •' 

■  J'-  V 

IS  '  ■ .  i  i.  0 

’  i 

/•  '  1  CT 

*+  • 

¥ 

1946 

1945 

1Q/3 

1942. 

194.1 

8  4  ?  •.» 

City 

L&3t 

Year 

"Hold 

the 

GI.iPR 

,T  Little 
Steel'1 

Month 

Before 

* 

Month 

Ago 

Line” 

* 

i 

War  m 

* 

* 

Europe 

*  •> 

AVERAGE  • *  - 

0.5 

3.0 

'  4.6 

i 

12  h 

i 

29.9 

i 

‘  i 

95  O  O 

Baltimore,  Md. 

0.9 

2.5 

4.0 

12.  S 

f^r’-  f  1 

J2. 4 

35.1 

Birmingham,*  Ala  4 

Boston,  Lias's. 

0.2 

0.6 

1.9 

2.8 

6.1 

3.4 

3.2.5 

11.5 

nJ-.A-  i 

27.5 

35.5 

30.2 

Buffalo,  ¥<•  Y. 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Q.3 

1.2 

'  o  ? 

2  K 

A.  #  Ap 

1.9 

4.0 

/ 

8.9 

11.2 

28.8 

•28.0 

33.2 

31.2 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

0.3 

'  p  o 

4.8 

12.0 

30.3- 

33.4 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

0.6 

1.6 

3.5 

11.5 

29.9 

32.5 

Denver,  Colo. 

.  0.3 

2.2 

3.9 

11.9 

29.3 

31.1 

Detroit,  Mich. 

0.9 

4.4 

4.8 

12.3 

32.1 

35.4 

Houston,  Tex. 

0.1 

1.7 

2.  / 

•  9.9' 

25.2 

26,8 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

..  0.2 

‘  1.8 

* 

/  / 

*r  •A' 

12.1 

30.0 

|  29.7 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

.  .0.2 

;  2.o 

6.0 

13.0 

. 

•  30.1 

a  0  7 

Minn ea p ol is ,  M inn . 

0.3 

1  9  7 

3.9 

9.1 

24.3 

26.9 

Kev  York, ' N.  Y.  •  , 

1.0 

4.8 

7.5 

17.8 

32.2 

34*8 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

0.2 

,  2.9 

3.9 

13.1 

30.7 

32.6 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

0.5 

‘  2.9 

5.5 

13.8 

30.2 

33.9 

St.  Louis,  'Mo. 

0.5 

°  0 

4.1 

1  11.7' 

27.8 

31.  c 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

0.3 

o  o 

/  A 

.  Ov 

3.3.9 

3-1.6 

34.9 

Savannah,  Ga. 

0.3 

2.9 

j  15:1 

37.2 

40.1 

Seattle,  Wash. 

0.2 

2  ’ 

|  3.9 

3.1.0 

31.7 

34. 1 

Washington,  D.  C.- 

0.3 

>  "» 
i  A-  •  1 

1 

j  6.4 

14.7 

j - 

31.7 

33.5 

*  i 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on 

page  2. 

• 
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ABLE  4  -  CONSIDERS 
INDEXES  BY 


PR! 


GP 


iOUFS 


INDEX  FOR  LLEGE  CITIES* 
CITIES,  APRIL  1946 


'n~ 


(Indexes,  1935-39  s  1QO. 0) 


I 

Fuel,  Electricity  &  Ice 

Kouse- 

furnish- 

in  p's 

Miscel¬ 

lane¬ 

ous 

City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Total 

/*»  _  r-. 

Gas  & 
Elec- 

Other 

Fuels 

tricity 

A  Ice 

AVERAGE 

130.9 

141.7 

154.3 

110.4 

92.6 

127.7 

uoi.  u 

126.0 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

140.8 

112.9 

82.7 

140.8 

— 

— 

Baltimore,  Md • 

133.3 

149.4 

158.0 

112.1 

96.5 

124.6 

150.6 

123.5 

Birmingham,  Ala, 

133.5 

142.0 

150.6 

10s.  3 

79.6 

129.8 

142  f  3 

128.9 

Boston,  Mass. 

426.4 

135.9 

150.1 

113.2 

102.3 

126,9 

146.4 

120.6 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

131.2 

138.3 

153.7 

108.9 

94.9 

121.4 

150.8 

128.4 

Chicago,  Ill. 

129.5 

141.9 

148.0 

103.9 

36.3 

122.2 

138.5 

121.8 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

129.3 

137.9 

153.0 

108.4 

90.8 

125.2 

146.3 

127.5 

C levs la nd ,  Oh io 

132.5 

144.5 

149.8 

114.4 

304.9 

123.7 

145.4 

124.3 

Denver,  Colo, 

129.3 

140.5 

143.0 

97.9 

77.3 

122 

171.8 

124/7 

Detroit,  Mich. 

133.4 

140 . 1 

152.4 

111.9 

84.1 

133.0 

157.2 

136.8 

Houston,  Texas 

127.7 

139.7 

145.6 

83.7 

81.8 

107.2 

147.0 

125.4 

Ind  ia. napol is ,  Ind , 

— 

137.7 

T- 

114.7 

91.5 

128.1 

— 

Jacks onv ille .  Fla . 

148.0 

, - f 

117.7 

92.8 

139.4 

127.2 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

127.9 

134.0 

148.2 

114.4 

95.3 

131.3 

14.6.4 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

133.4 

149.0 

149.1 

92,.5 

91.0 

99.8 

145. .3 

129.3 

Manchester,  N.  K. 

— 

J.37.0 

— 

121.8 

95.8 

134.8 

— - 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

149.8 

— 

107.3 

77,0 

124.1 

-  - 

*— 

M ilwa uke  e ,  Wise. 

— 

138.3 

— 

111.8 

95.0 

123.3 

— 

Minne  a  p  0 1 is ,  Minn , 

126.5 

133.0 

152.7 

103 . 1 

78.9 

119.0 

149.1 

123.6 

Mobile,  Ala. 

mm—* 

143.6 

— 

104.2 

o;.u 

120.4 

— 

-- 

New  Orleans,  La. 

— 

153.6 

— 

103.0 

77.2 

129.8 

148.3 

128.4 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

133.5 

144- .  5 

169.7 

113.  s 

95.0 

142.9 

Norfolk,  Va. 

— 

147.2 

— 

118.6 

94.9 

137.4 

— 

—  — 

Ph ilade lphia ,  Pa . 

129.7 

139.6 

152.0 

114.9 

92.5 

131.9 

152.1 

121.9 

Pittsburgh ,  Pa , 

131.3 

142.5 

171.7 

112.8 

103.3 

129.3 

U9.1 

120.9 

Portland,  Maine 

— 

135.4 

-- r 

1.15.8 

98.7 

124.6 

— 

— 

Portland,  Oreg. 

— 

151.5- 

— 

121.4 

87.9 

162.2 

— 

Richmond,  Va. 

— - 

n  d  /  r~1 

-L  *  ! 

108.3 

94.2 

116.9 

! 

— 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

129.1 

1  J  'Z  * 

150.0 

109.4 

99.6 

118.1 

133.2 

122.9 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

134.0 

149.3 

i 

147.3 

85.9 

V 

77.7 

113.2 

129 . 5 

134.  S 

Savannah,  Ga. 

139.1 

i 

| 155.7 

154.6 

J-  j-2  . 4 

qi  0 

125.4 

168.6 

131.2 

Scranton,  Pa. 

— 

i 143.3 

— 

119 . 5 

91.3 

136.4 

-- 

— 

Seattle,  Wash. 

134.5 

146.3 

150.5 

105.  s 

83.9 

124.0 

151.2 

135.3 

Washington,  D.  C. 

131.6}  142.2 

172 . 1 

112 . 1 

Q/  /, 

/-v  ».-r 

I 

123.9 

4 - 

4  1  f  a  a 

j  -L/uO  •  O 

131.0 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2, 
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TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS '  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCEPT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  MARCH,  1946  TO  APRIL,  1946 


All 

Items 

1 

Fuel,  Electricity  cl  Ice 

|  V,  T  •  -1 

City 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

/ 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elec- 

j  Other 
Fuels 

House¬ 
ful’:;  is  h« 

I  mas cel- 
lane- 

? 

tricity 

&  Ice 

mgs 

ous 

AVERAGE 

0.5 

1.1 

0,8 

-0,1 

-0,3 

0.0 

0.7 

0.1 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

«... 

2.3 

t 

0 

• 

0 

0 

mmmm 

Baltimore,  Md. 

0,9 

1.6 

1.7 

0 

0 

0 

0.3 

0,2 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

0.2 

-0.6 

2.1 

0 

0 

0 

0.6 

0.2 

Boston,  Mass. 

0.6 

1.3 

-0.3 

0,1 

-0,1 

0.1 

0,3 

0.2 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

o.s 

1.3 

1.1 

0 

0 

0 

0.2 

0 

Chicago,  Ill. 

1.2 

2.3 

1.0 

0 

0 

0.1 

0.4 

0.2 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

0.3 

0.7 

0 

0.1 

0 

0.2 

0 

-0.1 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

0.6 

1.3 

o.s 

0 

0 

0 

0.5 

0.2 

Denver,  Colo. 

0.3 

0.4 

1.0 

0.1 

0 

0.3 

0,6 

-0.1 

Detroit,  Mich, 

0.9 

2.3 

0.7 

0 

0.1 

0 

•  0.4 

-0.1 

Houston,  Texas 

0.1 

0,3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.3- 

-0.1 

Ind iana polis ,  Ind , 

— 

1.2 

— 

0 

0 

0 

ammm 

Ja  c ks  onv  ille ,  Fla . 

1.0 

•••* 

0 

0 

0 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

0.2 

0.3 

0.4 

0.1 

0 

0.2 

0.2 

0 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

0,2 

0.1 

0.8 

0 

0 

0 

0.7 

0.3 

Manchester,  N,  H, 

•*** 

1,0 

••  •• 

0.3 

0.2 

0,4 

•mam 

Memphis,  Term, 

0.7 

«mmm 

0 

0 

0 

Milwaukee ,  YJisc. 

1.3 

~ 

0 

0 

0 

— 

Minneapolis ,  Minn . 

0,3 

0.9 

0.4 

-1.9 

-5.6 

-0,2 

0,3 

0 

Mobile,  Ala, 

0.6 

m»mm 

0 

0 

0 

New  Orleans,  La. 

— 

1.4 

' 

0 

0 

0 

New  York,  N,  I. 

1.0 

1.5 

1.5 

0 

0 

0,1  1 

2,4 

0 

Norfolk,  Va, 

— 

1.9 

-1,9 

-5.2 

0 

mamm 

Ph  ilade  lphia ,  Pa , 

0,2 

0.4 

0.3 

-0,1 

0 

-0,2 

0.8 

0 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

0,5 

0.3 

0.8 

0 

0.1 

0 

1.6 

0 

P or  t la  nd ,  Ma  ine 

mm  mm 

0.4 

•rnmm 

0 

0 

0 

Portland,  Oreg, 

mm  am 

1.1 

0,2 

0 

0.2 

•mam 

Richmond,  Va, 

— 

0,1 

mm 

-1.6 

—4  •  0 

0 

arn  am 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

0.5 

0.6 

2.2 

0 

0 

0 

0,2 

-0.1 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

0.3 

0.7 

0.3 

-2,7 

-3.6 

0 

0.1 

0,1 

Savannah,  Ga, 

0.3 

0.6 

0,4 

-0.6 

-2.1 

0 

0,5 

0.1 

Scranton,  Pa, 

1.1 

•r  mm 

0 

0 

0 

Seattle,  Vlash, 

0.2 

0.5 

0.2 

0,2 

0 

0.2 

-0,7 

0.1 

Washington,  D.  c. 

0.3  ! 

0.6 

— ' - u 

0.5 

A i 

0 

0 

-0.7 

0.2 

*  See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  page  2. 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Washington  2$,  D.  C. 

UBif.-"*  frf  J-Mr 

.  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX*  AND  RETAIL  PRICES  OF  FOOD  -  MAY  19i|6  *  * 

Consumers*  Prices  Advance  0.5  Percent  for  Third  Consecutive  'ilon&6 

I]  jj  .  .  .  '  .  vw&tsnr  ur 

Prices . of  living  essentials  for  mo derate -income  families  in  large  cities * "con¬ 
tinued  to  rise  during  the  month  ending  May  15>  19U6,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics,  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor.  Higher  prices  for  food,  clothing,  housefurn- 
ishings,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  contributed  to  the  0.5  percent  in¬ 
crease,  which  brought  the  May  15  consumers’  price  index  to  131.5  percent  of  the 
1935-39  average.  Consumers*  prices  are  now  one-third  higher  than  at  the  outset  of 
the  Second. World  War  in  1939;  from  the  beginning  of  the  First  "World  War  to  the  high 
point  of  1920  retail  prices  more  than  doubled. 

Since  the  end  of  the  war  in  Japan  in  August  1 9U5>  consumers*  prices  have  in¬ 
creased  1.7  percent,  with  clothing  and  hous ©furnishings  costs  advancing  6.1  and 
percent,  respectively,  while  food  prices  have  gone  up  1.2  percent.  Nearly  all  of 
this  rise  has  occurred  since  mid— February  1946. 

Retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  used  by  city  families  are  now  5.1  percent 
above  the  level  of  May  19U3  when  the  President  *  s  "hold-the-line"  order  became  effec¬ 
tive.  Fool  prices  in  May  19^6  are  at  about  the  same  level  as  in  May  19^3;  clothing 
and  house furnishings  costs,  however,  are  almost  22  percent  higher.  Effects  of  the 
recently  announced  higher  ceiling  prices  for  a  number  of  dairy,  bakery,  and  cereal 
products  will  not  be  reflected  in  the  index  until  June  and  July. 

Meats,  butter,  oleomargarine,  shortening,  bread,  and  some  canned  foods  were 
scarce. in  most  large  cities  in  the  United  States  in  May,  These  scarcities  made  it 
impossible  to  obtain  the  usual  number  of  food  price  quotations  for  the  consumers* 

index.  With  these  scarcities  there  have  been  more  reports  of  increased  sales 
through  slack  markets  which  are  not  reflected  in  price  reports  to  the  Bureau. 

The  shortages  of  meat  were  so  acute  that  in  a  few  cities  none  of  the  independent 
stores  from  which  the  Bureau  regularly  collects  prices  had  any  of  the  standard  list 
of  meat  products  during  the  pricing  period.  Under  these  conditions  the  usual  method 
of. computing  average  prices  could  not  be  used.  In  order  that  indexes  for  food 
prices  as  -  a  whole  and  for  all  commodities  in  combination  might  be  published,  it  was 
assumed  that  meat  prices  were  unchanged  between  April  and  May  in  five  cities. 
Provision  has  been  made  to  reflect  changes  in  meat  prices  in  these  cities  between 
April  and  June  if  meat  is  available  then. 

For  the  month  of  May  this  lack  of  meat  prices  has  not  affected  the  total  index 
seriously  and  the  national  average  increase  of  0.5  percent  for  meat  prices  is  a 
significant  figure.  Shortages  of  other  products  were  not  sufficiently  acute  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  same  kind  of  pricing  problem  that  was  experienced  in  meats.  Thus,  the 
Bareau  is  reasonably  confident  in  reporting  that  food  prices  as  a  whole  advanced 
about  0,6  percent  over  April,  though  a  more  complete  coverage  of  stores  would  prob— 
ably  have  given  a  slightly  higher  figure  for  meat  and,  hence,  for  all  foods. 

Fresh  fish  prices  dropped  1.6  percent  with  seasonally  larger  supplies  of  lower 
priced  varieties  reaching  most  markets ,  There  were  further  increases  in  the  cost  of 
bread  in  May ,  when  additional  cities  authorized  weight  reductions  in  line  with  the 
nation's  program  to  conserve  grains.  Rye  bread  prices  advanced  16  percent  as  new 
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ceilings  were  established.  Fresh  fruit  and  vegetable  prices  declined  0.1  percent 
as  lower  prices  for  green  beans,  cabbage,  lettuce,  onions  and. spinach  offset  higher 
prices  for  apples,  oranges,  carrots,  potatoes,  and  sf/eetpotatoes • 

Clothing  prices  rose  0.7  percent  between  April  and  May,  mainly  due  to  higher 
prices  which  were  reported  for  apparel  which  was  produced  under  rent  orders  to 
•encourage  production.  Prices  of  housefurnishings  increased  0.7  percent  between 
April  1^  and  May  15>,  as  higher  prices  allowed  to  manufacturers  for  wool  rugs  and 
mattresses  were  passed  on  to  consumers. 


Gas  and  electricity  costs  continued  to  decrease  and  now  cost  7  percent  less  on 
the  average  than  in  August  1939.  Rate  reductions  in  April  and  early  May  lowered 
the  average  cost  of  electricity  to  consumers  in  St,  Louis,  while  gas  costs  declined 
7  percent  in  Chicago,  as  lower  rates  became  effective  on  May  1.  The  usual  seasonal 


decrease  in  New  York  City  gas  rates  was  reflected  in  May  bills 


Rents  were  not  surveyed  in  May. 


\ 


(end) 
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^LpTa:  The  "consumers'  price  index  Tor  moderate-income  families  in  large  cities," 
i ormerly  known  as  the  "cost  of  living  index,"  measures  average  changes 'in  retail 
prices  ot  selected  goods,  rents  and  services,-  weighted  by  quantities  bought  by 
families  ot  wage  earners  and  moderate- income, workers  in  large  cities  in  1934-36 
,ne  items  priced  lor  the  index  constituted  about  70  percent  of  the  expenditures  of 
city  iamilies  whose  incomes  average  Jjpl324  in  1934-36. 

.  1  ,  .  .  l* *"ie  index  only  partially  snows  the  wartime  eil'ects  of  changes  in  mi  a  li  tv 
availability  oi  consumer  goods,  etc.  The  President's  Committee  on 'the  Cost  of  ^ 

f™6  *Ja*  climated  that  such  factors,  together  vvitn  certain  others  not  fully 
measured  by  the  index,  would  add  a  maximum  of  3  to  4  points  to  the  index  for  farce 
Cl ties  between  January  1941  and  September  1944 .  If  small  cities  were  included  in 
the  national  average,  another  1/2  point  would  be  added.  If  account  is  also  taken  of 
deterioration  of  quality  and  disappearance  of  low-priced  merchandise 
oe tween  September  1944  and  September  1942,  the  over-all  adjustment  for  the  period 

^  :°Uid  t0tal  “ppr‘oximateJ-y  5  points.  As  merchandise 
of  prS>.ai  quality  ana  specifications  comes  back  into  the  markets  ana  the  Bureau  is 

able  regularly  to  price  it  again,  this  adjustment  factor  will  gradually  ciecre< 
and  iinaiiy  disappear.  1  °  a 


se 


General  Explanation  of  Table s : 

The  indexes  are  based  on  time- to- time  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  and 
services  purchased  by  moderate-income  families  in  large  cities.  They  do  not  indi¬ 
cate  Whether  i -  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  anotner. 

nr  T-hl«  Wr/fate  t0  3®  1'iiteenth  ci'  each  montn  except  those  for  January  1941, 

"LitAV  of.ff  J’  TCU  t!‘aVe  been  estlmate“  r°r  January  1  (the  date  used  in  the 

rate  3f  rb  ?**  1°™^  *  National  Wa”  Labor  ^ard) ,  by  assuming  an  even 

rate  oi  change  from  becember  13,  1940  to  tile  next  pricing  date. 

„  ...  The  President's  "hold-the-line"  order  was  issued  April  8,  1943.  The  peak 
this  comparison!"  1  W  18  0rder  WaS  rbaohed  in  Bey,  which  is  therefore  used  for 

•  *  I 

r  iooa  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  36  cities  during  the  first  four  dav« 

the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  t* 

g+>  oods  in  each  city,  weighted,  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families 

itatefwitTSc  33  m?aeratr,n0Ome  W0rkers’  nave  beea  “”>bi-b  Por  the  United 
included  ir  thP  fnnd  ?°P  n  Weights*  In  March  1943  the  number  oi*  cities 

i>om  3I  to 'oi.  X  WaS  111Creased  from  ^  t0  and  the  number  of  focus 

'zrxs&r  .*• 21  -  - -a'-  *  /sss 

a^e  now  surveyed  semiannually  in  most  of  the  3h  cities  (in  March  a 

vidu4  HH°r  “IT6  anC*  DeCemberJ  •  ln  computing  the  all  items  indexes  for  indi- 

generai °st~ bilitv  T  iudex/or  the  avera6e  i«rgo  cities,  because  of  the 

h  ut  t  average  rents  at  the  present  time,  the  indexes  are  held  eonstan 

m  cities  not  surveyed  during  the  current  quarter. 

cities.  ?riCeS  l0r  --?1?  eleGt,ricity  and  ice  are  collected  monthly  in  34  large 


and 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE.  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE  - INCOME  FAMILIES 
FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

.INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Group 


ALL  ITEMS 
Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
Hou  se  f u rni shi ng  s 
Mi  scc-llaneous 


ALL  ITEMS 
Food 

Clothing 
Rent  l/ 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
Housefurnishings 
Miscellaneous 


May 

1946 

April 

1946 

May 

1945 

Aug. 

1945 

May 

1943 

Jan. 

1941 

Aug. 

1939 

This 

Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

V-J 

"Hold 

the 

Line" 

* 

- - 

"Litt le 
Steel" 

* 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Eurone 

Indexe  s 

,  1935- 

39  -•  ICC 

.0 

131.5 

130.9 

128.1 

129.3 

125.1 

100.8 

98.6 

142.6 

141.7 

138.8 

140.9 

143.0 

97.6 

93.5 

155.4 

154.3 

14a.  6 

146.4 

127.9 

101.2 

100.3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

108.0 

105.0 

104.3 

110.3 

110.4 

110.0 

111.4 

107.6 

100.8 

97.5 

92.2 

92.6 

95.2 

95.2 

96.1 

97.5 

99.  r 

127.8 

127,7 

124.4 

127.2 

118.7 

104.0 

96.3 

152.4 

151.3 

145 . 4 

146.0 

125.1 

ICC.  2 

100.6 

126.3 

126.0 

123.9 

124.5 

115.3 

101.8 

ICC.  4 

.Percent 

Change 

to  May  1946 

— 

0.5 

2.7 

1.7 

5.1  - 

30.5 

33.4 

— 

0.6 

2.7 

1.2 

-0.3 

46.1 

52.5 

mm  mm 

C.7 

7.5 

6.1 

21.5 

53.6 

54.  9 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

0.4 

3.2 

3.9 

rnm  mm 

-0.1 

v.  •  3 

-l.C 

2.5 

9.4 

13.1 

— 

-0.4 

-3.2 

-3.2 

-4.1 

-5.4 

-6.9 

-- 

0.1 

2.7 

0.5 

7.7 

22.9 

32.7 

— 

0.7 

.  4.8 

4.4 

21.8 

52.1 

51.5 

— 

C.2 

1.9 

1.4 

9.5 

24.1 

25.8 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2 
1/  Percent  change  to  March  1946 
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TABLE  2  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED* 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


May  1 4 

1946 

Apr. 16 

1946 

May  15 

1945 

Aug. 15 

1945 

May  18 

1943 

Jan. 14 

1941 

Aug. 15 

1939 

Group 

T 

This 

Month 

1/' 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

V-J 

"Hold 

the 

Line" 

* 

"^Little 

Steel" 

*  2/ 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

Indexes ,  1935“ 

39  =  100 

ALL  FOODS 

142.6 

141.7 

138.8 

140.9 

143.0 

97.8 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

115.2 

113.3 

109.0 

109.1 

107.6 

94.9 

93*4 

Meats  3/ 

133.4 

132.8 

131.6 

131.8 

138.3 

101.1 

95.7 

Beef  &  veal 

120.7 

119.8 

118.6 

II8.5 

131.2 

109.4 

99.6 

Pork 

114.0 

113.7 

112.5 

112.6 

125.5 

86.1 

88.0 

Lamb 

138.7 

138.1 

135.9 

136.4 

141.6 

98.7 

98.8 

Chickens 

161.5 

159.3 

156.3 

157.3 

147.6 

97.2 

94.6 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

218. 3 

221.3 

218.7 

217.8 

200.5 

118. 7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

139.6 

137.4 

133.5 

133.4 

136.9 

105.1 

93.1 

Eggs 

140.3 

137.7 

140.7 

171.4 

142.1 

97.4 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables  , 

185.7 

185.9 

182.5 

163.5 

190.8 

93.3 

92.4 

Fresh 

199.6 

199.8 

195.0 

196.2 

205.8 

93.4 

92.8 

Canned 

127.6 

128.7 

130.2 

130.3 

131.1 

91.4 

91.6 

Dried 

171.9 

169.5 

168.5 

168.6 

158.0 

99.6 

90.3 

Beverages 

125.4 

125.1  R/124.6 

124.7 

124.5 

90.9 

94*9 

Fats  Se  oils 

126.1 

126.1 

123.9 

124.0 

126.3 

8O-.3 

84*5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

135.9 

135.3 

126.5 

126.6 

127.6 

95.3 

95.6 

Percent 

Change 

to  May  14,  1946 

ALL  FOODS 

Cerals  &  bakery  products 
Meats  3/ 

■  Beef  &  veal 

■  Pork 
•  Lamb 

Chickens 

mm 

* 

0.6 

1.7 

0.5 

0.8 

0.3 

0.4 

1.4 

2.7 

5.7 
1.4 

1.8 

1.3 
2.1 

3.3 

1.2 

5.6 

-  1.2 

1.9 
1.2 
-  1.7 

2.7 

-  0.3 

7.1 

-  3.5 

-  8.0 

-  9.2 

-  2.0 

9.4 

45.8 
21.4 

31.9 

10.3 

32.4 

40.5 

66.2 

52.5 

23.3 

39.4 
21.2 

29.5 
40.4  . 
70.7 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 
Dairy  products 

mm 

-  1.4 

0.9 

-  0.2 

3.8 

0.2 

3.9 

8.9 

1.2 

83.9 

31.9 

119.2 

48.9 

Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

mm 

1.9 

—  0.1 

-  0.3 

1.8 

-18.1 

1.2 

-  1.3 

-  2.7 

44.o 

99.6 

54.7 

101.0 

Fresh 

Canned 

Dried 

Beverages 

Fats  Sc  oils 

Sugar  &  sweets 

m 

-  0.1 

-  0.7 

1.4 

0.2 

0 

0.4 

2.4 

-  1.8 

2.0 

0.6 

1.8 

7.4 

1.7 
-  1.9 

2.0 

0.6 

1.7 

7.3 

-  3.0 

-  2.5 

8.8 

0.7 

-  0.2 

6.5 

113.7 

39.8 

72.6 

38.0 

57.0 

42.6 

115.1 
39.5 
90.4 

32.1 

49.2 

42.2 

See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  pace  2* 
Revised* 


Preliminary. 

The  "Little  Steel"  wage  formula  applies  to  Jan,  1,  1941. 

nearest  date  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual 
computed. 


Jan.  llj.,  1941  is  the 
foods  have  been 


1?d®X5\f°r  May  based  on  data  from  51  cities.  The  following  cities 
Savannah.  and'wInstonXU!  SUPPlies‘  Atlanta,  Peoria,  Providence, 
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TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS’  FRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 

PERCENT  CHANGES  TO.  MAY  I9I46 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


Hr  ™  ■  -u- - - T- 

April 

191+6 

May 

1945 

Aug. 

1945 

May 

1943 

Jan, 

1941 

Aug. 

1939 

City 

.  .  •  r  < 

t 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

V-J 

» 

’’Hold 
the 
Line  " 

"Little 

Steel" 

Month 
l  Before 
i  War  in 

* 

* 

Europe 

AVERAGE 

* 

0.5 

2.7- 

1.7- 

5.1 

30.5 

t - - — 

33.4 

«  t 

Baltimore,  Md. 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

Boston,  Mass. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Chicago,  Ill. 

.  >  '  • 

«  '• 

•»  '  a 

*  V 

0,2 
0.5 
;  0.0 
0.2 
0.2 

2.0- 

2.1, 

2.0- 

2.9 

1.1; 

0.8' 

0.2 

0.6- 

1.6 

1.4 

4.2 

6.7 

3.4 

2.1 

•4.2 

32.7 

32.1 

27.5 

29.0 

28.2 

■35.4 

36.2 

30.2 
33»5 
31.4 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

C 1 eVe land,  Ohio 

Denver,  Colo. 

Detroit,  Mich 

Houston,  Tex. 

< 

0.6 

0.8 

0.5 

0.5 

0.2 

2.0 
1.4 
1.2  • 

3.9 

1.4 

1.0 
1.1  • 
1.7 
2.2 
0.5 

5.5 

4.3 
4*4 

5.3  ’ 

2.9 

31.1 

30.9 

29.9 
32.8 
25.5 

34.2 

33.5 

31.7 

36.1 

27.1 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

Los'  Angelos,  Calif. 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
Philadelphia, .  Pa. 

o.k 

0.6 
!  0,7 
0.5 
0.6 

1.7  - 
3.0 

2.8  ■ 

4.4 

2.5 

0.6 
2.4 
2.0 
3.2  '• 
1.6 

4.8 

6.7 

4.6 

8.1 

4*6 

30.5 

30.9 
’  25.1 

32.9 
t31.6  '• 

30.2. 

33.5 
27.8 

35.6 
33.4 

Pittsburgh,  pa. 

St.  Louis,  Mo, 

San  Francisco.,  Calif. 
Savannah,  Ga, 

Seattle,  Wash. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

• 

0.2. 
0.3 
0.6 
0.0 
0.5 
-0.2  . 

2.5 
2.5  ' 
2.2 
2.4 
2.3  '1 
2.9  '| 

_ L 

1.5 

1.6 

1.7 

0.6 

1.7 

1.9 

5.8 

4*4 

5.2 
5.5 
■  4.4 
6.1 

30.5 

28.2 

32.4 

37.2 

32.4 

31.4 

i 

- 1- 

34.2 

32.0 

35.8 

40.1 

34.8 

33.2 

4  • 

*  See  general  explanation  of,  tables  on  page  2. 
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TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS 1  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES,  MAY  1946 


(Indexes,  1935-39  =  100.0j_ 


u  t 

Fuel,  Electricity  &  Ice 

House- 

furnish- 

Miscel- 

lano- 

City 

AH 

Items 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elec- 

Other 

Fuels 

tr  ic  ity 

&  Ice 

mgs 

ous 

AVERAGE 

131.5 

14.2.6 

155.4 

110.3 

92.2 

127.8 

152.4 

. ...  — — 

126.3 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

-- 

140.2V 

11*2  .9 

82.7 

140.8 

«—  •• 

Baltimore ,  Md • 

133.6 

149.3 

159.8 

112.1 

96.5 

124.6 

155.4 

123.3 

Birmingham,  Ala* 

134.2 

144.0 

151.7 

108. 3 

79.6 

129.8 

145.2 

128.5 

Boston,  Mass 

126*4 

135.1 

152.6 

118.2 

102.4 

126.9 

147.2 

120.7 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

131.5 

139.0 

154.7 

108.9 

94.9 

121.4 

150.4 

129.0 

Chicago,  Ill„ 

129.7 

141.9 

149.7 

102.5 

83.5 

122.3 

139.6 

122.3 

Cine  inna  t  i  Ohio 

130.6 

139.1 

153.9 

108.4 

90.8 

125.3 

148.2 

128.4 

Cle-'-elart  1,  Ohio 

133.5 

14.6.2 

149.9 

114.4 

104.9 

123.7 

144.9 

125.8 

Denver.  Ceio, 

129.9 

141.7 

149.2 

97.9 

77.3 

122 . 4 

172.7 

124.8 

Decroxc.,  Mich* 

134.1 

141.6 

152.7 

111.9 

84.1 

133.0 

158.1 

137.3 

Houston,  Texas 

'128.0 

139.7 

146.9 

88.7 

81.8 

107.2 

147.9 

125.5 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

— 

138.6 

— 

114.7 

91.5 

128.1 

Jacksonville,  Fla* 

— 

147.3 

117.7 

92.8 

139.4 

mm  mm 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

128.4 

134.9 

140.7 

114.4 

95^3 

131*8 

148.0 

127.3 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

134.2 

150.7 

150.4 

92,5 

91.0 

99.3 

146.8 

129.8 

Manchester.,  N*  H. 

— 

139.2 

«»•* 

121.9 

96.0 

134,8 

mm  mm 

Memphis,  Term, 

— 

151.7 

— 

107.3 

77  *o 

124.1 

rnrnmm, 

rnm  mm 

Milwaukee,  Wise* 

— 

140.8 

— 

111.9 

95.0 

123.4 

mmmm 

mm+rn 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

127.4 

134.9 

153.7 

103.6 

78.9 

119.8 

150,4 

124.0 

Mobile,  Ala. 

mm  mm 

146.3 

m m  mm 

104.3 

83.8 

120,4 

mm  mm 

New  Orleans,  La. 

— 

153.8 

— 

102-9 

77^1 

129.8 

mm  mm 

M  — 

New  York.,  N,  Y* 

134.2 

145.9 

170,6 

1-  3*6 

94  6 

M2,  9 

149.6 

12-8  06 

Norfolk,  Ya, 

— 

146.4 

; — 

118,6 

94-9 

13  /  .'4 

•  m  mm 

Tm  mm 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

130.5 

141.0 

152.9 

114.9 

92,5 

132,0 

152.8 

122.3 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

132.1 

142.8 

172.6 

112.8 

I03.I 

129.3 

150.1 

12k.  3 

Portland,  Maine 

— 

135.4 

— 

115.8 

98.7 

124.6 

mm  mm 

Portland,  Or eg. 

— 

153.2 

-- 

121.4 

87.9 

162.2 

wmmmm 

_ 

Richmond,  Va. 

*■»  mm 

137.3 

— 

108. 3 

94.2 

116.9 

mm  mm 

mm  mm 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

129.5 

144.5 

151.0 

108.3 

97.2 

118.1 

132.6 

123.0 

San  Francisco, Calif * 

134.8 

150.4 

149.6 

85.9 

77.7 

113.2 

131.4 

134.9 

Savannah,  Ga. 

Scranton,  Pa. 

139.1 

155.8V 

143.8 

153.0 

tmm  mm 

112.4 

119.5 

91.2 

91.8 

125.4 

136.4 

170.6 

131.7 

mm  mm 

Seattle,  Wash. 

135.2 

147.1 

153.1 

108.8 

83.9 

124.0 

151.0 

135.7 

131.1 

Washington,  D.  C. 

131.3 

141.1 

171.9 

112.2 

94.4 

123.9 

Ut7.3 

*  See  general  explanation  of'  tables  on  page  2* 

1/  April  meat  prices  used  in  computation  of  May  food  price  index  due  to  extensive 

shortages  of  meat  in  May.  Increases  subsequent  to  April  will  be  fully  reflected 
in  the  index  as  soon  as  supplies  improve* 


TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  PC*  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  APRIL,  1946  TO  MAY,  1946 


Page  7 
Mav  1946 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Cloth- 

ing 

Fuel,  Electric. 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elec- 
tr  icit1 

AVERAGE 

0.5 

0.6 

0.7 

-0.1 

-0.4 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

mm 

-0.4V 

— 

0.0 

0.0 

Baltimore,  Md. 

0.2 

-°.l  , 

1.1 

0.0 

0.0 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

0.5 

1.21/ 

0.7 

0.0 

0.0 

Boston,  Mass. 

0.0 

-0.6 

1.7 

0.0 

0.1 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

0.2 

0.1 

0.7 

0.0 

0.0 

Chicago,  Ill. 

0.2 

0.0 

1.1 

-  1.3 

-3.2 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

0.6 

0.9 

0.6 

0.0 

0.0 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

0.8 

1.2 

0.1 

0.0 

0.0 

Denver,  Colo. 

0.5 

0.9 

0.8 

0.0 

0.0 

Detroit,  Mich. 

0.5 

1.1 

0.2 

0.0 

0.0 

Houston,  Texas 

0.2 

0.0 

0.9 

0.0 

0.0 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

-- 

0.7 

mm  mm 

0.0 

0.0 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

mm  mm 

-0.5 

mm  mm 

0.0 

0.0 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

0.4 

0.7 

0.3 

0.0 

0.0 

Los  Angeles, Calif 

0.6 

1.1 

0.9 

0.0 

0.0 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

mm  mm 

1.0 

mm  mm 

0.1 

0.2 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

-- 

1.3 

-- 

0.0 

0.0 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

mm  mm 

1.8 

0.1 

0.0 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

0.7 

1.4 

0.7 

. 

0.5 

0.0 

Mobile,  Ala. 

— 

-0.2 

-- 

0.1 

0.0 

New  Orleans,  La. 

mm  mm. 

0.1 

— 

-0.1 

-0.1 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

0.5 

1.0 

0.5 

-0.2 

-0.4 

Norfolk,  Va. 

— 

-0.5 

mm  mm 

0.0 

0.0 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

1 

0.6 

1.0 

0.6 

0.0 

0.0 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

0.2 

0.2 

0.5 

0.0 

-0.2 

Portland,  Maine 

mm  mm 

0.0 

rnm 

0.0 

0.0 

Portland,  Or eg. 

— 

1.1 

— 

0.0 

0.0 

Richmond,  Va. 

-- 

0.4 

— 

0.0 

c.c 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

0.3 

0.8 

0.7 

-1.0 

-2.4 

San  Francisco, Calif . 

0.6 

C.7 

1.6 

0.6 

O.C 

Savannah,  Ga. 

c.c 

0.1 1/ 

-1.0 

c.c 

0.0 

Scranton,  Pa. 

0. 3 

— 

c.c. 

c.c 

Seattle,  Wash. 

f.,5 

0.5 

1.7 

0.0 

c.o 

Washington,  D.  C. 

-0.2 

-C.8 

-C.l 

0.1 

c.c 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 


0.1 


House 

furnish¬ 

ings 


C.  7 


0.9 


1.2 


Miscel¬ 

lane¬ 

ous 


0.2 


0.3 


C.4 


*  See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  page  2. 

_l/  April  meat  prices  used  in  computation  of  May  food  price  index  due  to  extensive 
shortages  of  moot  in  May.  Increases  subsequent  to  April  will  be  fully  reflected 
in  the  index  as  soon  as  supplies  improve. 


2/  .Revised  Food  Index  April,  1946  -  142.3 
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CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  AND  RETAIL  PRICES  OF  FOOD  -  JUNE  19U6 
Consumers'  Prices  Advanced  1.2  Percent  Between  May  and  June 


In  view  of  the  great  public  interest  in  the  course  of  prices 
during  July  and  the  numerous  roq.es ts  for  information  received 
by  the  Department  of  Labor,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has 
expedited  its  tabulations  of  the  consumers'  price  index  fur  the 
month  of  July  and  early  next  week  (August  5  or  6)  will  have 
preliminary  figures  for  the  country  as  a  whole  and  final  figures 
for  a  number  of  the  cities  included  in  the  index.  It  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  issue  preliminary  figures  in  the  next  three  or  four 
months  at  about  the  same  time. 


Retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  used  by  moderate-income  city  families  ad¬ 
vanced  1.2  percent  between  mid-May  and  mid— June  —  the  last  month  before  suspen¬ 
sion  of  OPA  controls.  Higher  prices  were  reported  for  all  groups  of  items  in  the 
family  budget.  The  consumers'  price  index  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics  of  the  U.S#  Department  of  Labor  was  133.3  percent  of  the  1935-39  aver¬ 
age  in  mid-June,  and  35#2  percent  higher  than  in  August  1939.  Retail  prices  have 
advanced  2 .U  percent  in  the  quarter  between  mid-March  and  mid-June. 

June  food  prices  were  2.1  percent  above  May  as  retail  prices  of  dairy  and 
cereal  and  bakery  products  rose  sharply.  Meat  prices  reported  were  O.L|.  percent 
higher  on  the  average.  In  June  shortages  of  meat  continued  to  be  so  acute  that  it 
was  impossible  again  to  obtain  an  adequate  number  of  price  quotations  to  compute  a 
reliable  measure  of  change  in  retail  moat  prices  and  therefore  the  June  food  index 
understates  somewhat  the  actual  rise  in  food  co&ts.  In  order  that  indexes  for  food 
and  for  all  commodities  could  bo  published,  meat  prices  were  assumed  to  have  re¬ 
mained  unchanged  since  they  were  last  reported  in  23  of  the  56  cities  regularly 
surveyed  for  food  prices.  The  July  index  will  be  based  on  the  usual  number  of 
price  quotations  and  will  reflect  increases  in  the  prices  of  meat  that  have 
occurred  since  meat  prices  were  last  collected. 

The  average  price  of  cereal  and  bakery  products  increased  6  percent,  reflect¬ 
ing  the  higher  ceiling  prices  allowed  by  OPA  to  compensate  for  increased  grain  and 
other  production  costs.  The  cost  of  dairy  products  rose  6.6  percent  on  the  aver¬ 
age  after  the  ceiling  prices  of  butter,  cheese,  milk,  and  canned  milk  prices  were 
adjusted  in  early  June.  Fresh  fruit  and  vegetable  prices,  dropped  1.5  percent; 
eggs  moved  up  seasonally  almost  5  percent. 

June  15  prices  were  also  higher  for  all  other  principal  groups  of  living 
essentials.  Clothing  prices  advancing  fur  the  thirty-sixth  consecutive  month,  rose 
1.0  percent.  Prices  for  all  men’s  apparel  were  higher,  with  light  wool  suits  and 
cotton  suits  retailing  at  11  and  19  percent  higher  this  season  than  list.  House- 
furnishings  costs  advanced  1.6  percent  during  the  month  as  slightly  higher  prices 
were  reported  for  furniture,  towels,  and  sheets.  Miscellaneous  goods  and 
services  rose  0.6  percent  because  of  increased  costs  of  medical  care,  newspapers, 
haircuts,  and  automobile  liability  insurance. 

Bituminous  coal  prices  increased  1.6  percent  between  May  and  June  as  some 
retailers  took  the  average  a0.5  cents  a  ton  higher  ceilings  allowed  by  OPA  in 
June.  The  91  cents  per  ton  increase  allowed  for  anthracite  coal  will  be  shown  in 
the  index  in  July.  Electricity  costs  were  reduced  9  percent  on  the  average  to 
consumers  in  Minneapolis • 

Residential  rents  advanced  0.1  percent  bet?/eon  March  and  June,  continuing  the 
increase  begun  in  the  first  quarter  of  19U6.  Rents  increased  on  the  average  in 
10  of  the  18  cities  surveyed  during  June;  were  slightly  lower  in  h  cities;  and 
remained  unchanged  in  four. 


LS  47-407 


( end) 


Pago  2 
J  une  19l|6 


♦Note :  The  ’’consumers’  price  index  for  nod orato -income  families  in  large  cities,” 

formerly  known  as  the  ’’cost,  of  living  index,”  measures  average  changes  in  retail 
prices  of  selected  goods,  rents  and  services,  weighted  by  quantities  bought  by 
families  of  wage  earners  and  moderate -income  workers  in  large  cities  in  193U-3&* 

The  items  priced  for  the  index  constituted  about  '/O  percent  of  tho  expenditures  of 
city  families  whose  income  average  $15214.  in  193 

The  index  only  partially  shows  tho  wartime  effects  of  changes  in  quality, 
availability  of  consumer  goods,  etc*  Tho  President’s  Committee  on  the  Cost  of 
Living  has  estimated  that  such  factors,  togother  with  certain  others  not  fully 
measured  by  the  index,  would  add  a  maximum  of  3  to  I4  points  to  tho  index  for  large 
cities  between  January  191-1-1  and  September  19W+*  If  small  cities  wero  included  in 
the  national  average,  another  l/2  point  would  be  added*  If  account  is  also  taken  of 
continued  deterioration  of  quality  and  disappearance  of  low-priced  merchandise 
between  September  19^  and  September  19U5*  tho  over-all  adjustment  for  the  period 
January  I9I4I  to  September  1914-5  would  total  approximately  5  points.  As  merchandise 
of  prewar  quality  and  specifications  conics  back  into  tho  markets  and  the  Buroau  is 
able  regularly  to  prioo  it  again,  this  adjustment  factor  will  gradually  docroaso 
and  finally  disappear* 


General  Explantion  of  Tables: 

Th3  indexes  are  based  on  time -to -time  changos  in  tho  cost  of  goods  and 
services  purchased  by  moderate-income  families  in  largo  cities.  They  do  not  indi¬ 
cate  whethor  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another* 

Data  rolate  to  tho  fifteenth  of  oach  month  except  those  for  January  I9i4.lt 
on  Tables  1  and  3#  which  have  boon  estimated  for  January  1  (tho  date  used  in  tho 
’’Little  Steel”  wage  formula  of  tho  National  War  Labor  Board),  by  assuming  an  even 
rate  of  change  from  December  15#  19 U-0  to  tho  next  pricing  date. 

The  President’s  ”hold-tho-lino”  order  was  issued  April  8,  19U3*  The  peak 
of  the  rise  which  led  to  this  order  was  reached  in  May,  which  is  therefore  used  for 
this  comparison* 

Pood  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  four  days 
of  tho  woe¥  which  includes  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the  month*  Aggre¬ 
gate  costs  of  foods  in  oach  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families 
of  Y/ago  earnors  and  moderate-income  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United 
States  with  tho  use  of  population  weights.  In  March  19U3  the  numbor  of  cities 
included  in  tho  food  indox  was  increased  from  51  ho  56*  and  tho  number  of  foods 
from  5l+  to  61. 

Prices  of  clothing,  housofurnishings ,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services 
arc  obtained  in" 3^4-  large  cities  in  March,  June,  September,  arid  December.  In  inter¬ 
vening  months,  prices  aro  collected  in  21  of  the  34  cities  for  a  shorter  list  of 
goods  and  services* 

Rents  are  no v/  surveyed  semiannually  in  most  of  tho  34  cities  (in  March  and 
September,  cr  in  June  and  December).  In  computing  the  all  items  indexes  for  indi¬ 
vidual  cities  and  tho  rent  index  for  tho  average  of  largo  cities,  bocauso  of  the 
general  stability  of  average  rents  at  the  prosont  time,  the  indexes  are  hold  constant 
in  citios  not  surveyed  during  tho  current  quarter. 

Pricos  for  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  are  collected  monthly  in  3^4  largo 

cities* 


Pago  3 
June  1>1i6 

TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS f  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE-INCOME  FAMILIES 
FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


June 

May 

June 

•  Aug. 

May 

Jan. 

Aug. 

1946 

19U6 

1945 

19U5 

1943 

19hl 

IQpQ 

*• 

. . 

Month 

Group 

This 

Last 

Year 

TT  T 

v—  J 

11  Hold. 

-"Little 

' Before 

•  . 

• 

Month 

Month 

Ago 

*■ 

the 

Steel" 

War  in 

4  . 

t 

* 

Line"-* 

v/_ 

Europe 

»  • 

•  •  n  ■ 

* 

Indexes. 

1935-39  =  1*00. 

.0 

* 

ALL  ITEMS 

« 

133.3 

131  JR 

129.0 

129 .3 

125.1 

100,8 

96.6 

Food 

• 

145*6 

1.52 ,6 

I4I.I 

140.9 

143.0 

97.6 

03.5 

Cl  (3  thing 

... 

157.2 

199, 7R 

1u9.4 

146.’ 4 

127.9 

101,2 

100.3 

Rent 

108.9 

• 

j_06 .3 

108 .0 

105.0 

101*.  3 

Fuel,  electricity  & 

ice 

110.9 

110.3 

110.0 

111 14 

107  c  6 

100.8 

97.5 

Cas  &  electricity 

92.1  . 

92.2 

95.2 

95  *2 

96,, 1 

07.5 

7  i  e  s' 

99.0 

Other  fuels  <4  ice 

- 

128.4 

127.8 

12U.5 

127.-2 

118,7 

104.0 

96.3 

Ho  us  ef  u  mis  hines 

— * 

> 

196.1 

1 93  .*  7  R 

145.8 

11.6  lo 

125.1 

100.2 

100.6 

Miscellaneous 

4 

127.9 

12 ( >2 K 

124.0 

12415 

115.3 

101.3 

100.4 

X 

• 

Percent 

Change 

to  June 

1946 

• 

• 

ALL  ITEMS 

4 

3.3 

3*el‘ 

6,6 

32.2' 

35.2 

Food 

— 

2.1 

3.2 

3c3 

1,8 

49.2 

55.7 

Clothing 

— 

1.0 

p  1 

7*4 

22,9 

0 

s'  s'  •  ^ 

56.7 

Rant  1/ 

— - 

— 

0.2 

— 

,-s  r* 

uo 

3.3 

4.0 

Fuel,  electricity  & 

y- 

0 

CD 

— — 

0.2 

0  25 

—0*8 

2.7 

'  9.6 

13  .3 

Alas  &  electricity 

— 

1 

0  m_ 

-3  *3 

-3.*3 

-U«2 

r' 

-3.3 

-7.0 

•Other  fuels  &  ice 

.  • 

0.9 

3 .1 

0.9 

8.2 

po  £ 

33.3 

H  7us  ef  u  miahings 

#  • 

— — 

1.6 

7.1 

.  6,9 

24.8 

55.8 

58.2 

Mis  c  e  .Llane  aus 

» 

r 

4 

0.6 

• 

0  .1 

♦ 

2.7 

10.9 

25.6 

27.  u 

R  Revised 

_  -  *  * 

#  See  general  explanation  of  tables  or  .page  2. 

1/  Per sent  change  from, December  1945 • , 


P&£<3  4+ 

Juno  1946 


TABLE  Z  -  {E TAI L  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGS  CITIES  COMBINE* 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES ,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


! 

f 

.  L 

June  18 

1946 

"  Ma  y  If 

1946 

June  12 .  Aug  11+  , 

1945  !  1945  i 

May  18  ; 

1943  i 

Jan. 14 

1941 

Aug. 15 

1939 

» 

1 

Group 

i 

fhis 

Month 

y 

Last' 

Month 

Year  . 

Ago 

l 

1 

- r 

V-J 

i 

1 

"Hold  ! 

the  ! 
Line"  j 

i 

j 

Little 

Steel" 

y 

Month 

Before 

War  in 
Europe 

rJ,L  FOODS. 

Indexes,  1935 

"39  loo 

145.6^ 

342,6 

I41, 1 ' 

140.9 

143.0 

97.8 

93.5 

Cereals &.b ok ery  products 

122.1 

115.2 

109.1 

109.I 

107.6 

94.9 

93.4 

Meats  5/ 

134.0 

133.3«  131.6 

131.3 

138.3 

101,1 

95.7 

Beef  &  veal 

121.2 

120.9*  113.5 

118.5 

131.2 

109.4 

99.6 

Pork 

114.3 

114.0 

112.6 

112.6 

125.5 

86.1 

88.0 

Lamb 

139.0 

133.7 

136.0 

136.4 

141.6 

98.7 

98.8 

Chickens 

162.8 

161.5 

156.8 

157.3 

147.6 

97.2 

94.6 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

* 

219.7 

218.3 

215.6 

217.8 

200.5 

118.7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

147.6 

138.6 

133.4 

153.4 

136.9 

105.1 

93.1 

Eggs 

147.1 

14-0.5 

145.1 

171.4 

142,1 

97.4 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

183. 5 

185.7 

192.6 

183. 5 

190.8 

93.3 

92.4 

Fresh 

196.7 

199.6 

207.7 

196.2 

225.8 

93.4 

92.8 

Canned 

127.5 

127.  s 

130,1 

130.3 

131.1 

91.4 

91.6 

Dried 

172,5 

171.9 

168,8 

168.6 

158.0 

99.6 

90.3 

Beverages 

125*4 

123.4 

124.7 

124.7 

124.5 

90.9 

94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

126.4 

126.1 

123 .9 

124.0 

126.3 

80.3 

84.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

136.2  135.9  126,4 

Percent  Change  to  June 

126.6  127.6 
15,  1946 

95.3 

95.6 

ALL  FOODS 

«*»«*• 

2.1 

3.2 

3-3 

1.8 

Cereals  &biceiy products 

6.0 

11,9 

13.9 

13*5 

Meats  3/ 

0.4 

1.8 

1.7 

-3.1 

Beef  &  veal 

— 

0.2 

2.3 

-7 .6 

Po  rk 

— 

0.3 

1.5 

1.5 

^8.9 

Lamb 

■p  — > 

0,2 

2.2 

1.9 

••1 , 8 

Chickens 

***  •» 

0,8 

3.8 

3.5 

10.3 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

0.6 

1.9 

0,9 

9.6 

Dairy  products 

6,6 

10.8 

10.8 

8.0 

Eggs 

4.0 

1.4 

-14.2 

3.5 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

^1.2 

-4*7 

0 

-3.8 

Fresh 

«**«* 

*1*5 

-5*3 

0*3 

-4.4 

Canne d 

-0,2 

$2.0 

*+?- ,  1 

-2.7 

Dried 

0.3 

2.2 

2 13 

9.2 

Beverages 

m 

0 

0.6 

0,6 

0.7 

Fats  &  oils 

m»  tm 

0.2 

2.0 

1.9 

0.1 

Sugar  &  sweets 

0.2 

7.8 

7.6 

6.7 

*  See  general  explanation 

of  tables  on  page 

3  2, 

46.9 

26.7 

32.5 

10.8 

32.3 
40.8 

67.5 

85.1 

40.6 
51.0 

96.7 
110.6 
39.5 

73.2 
38.0 

57.4 

42.9 


55.7 

30.7 

JiQ.O 

21.7 
29.9 
4017 

72.1 

120*6 

58.8 

62.2 

98.6 

112.0 

39.2 

91.0 

32.1 

49.6 

62.5 


R  Revised 
i/  Preliminary 

5/  The  n Little  Steel"  wage  formula  applies  to  Jan.l,  1941.  Jan,  l4,  1941  is  the 

nearest  date  for  which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  been  computed, 
2© at  indexes  for  June  based  on  June  prices  for  33  cities,  on  Hay  prices  for  18 
cities,  and  011  April  prices  for  5  cities. 


TABLE  3  “  •CONSUMERS'  FRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
FERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JUNE  1946 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


Page  5 
June  19i.i6 


City 

May 

191+6 

!  June 

i  1945 

i  May 

191+3 

|  Aug. 
19++5 

:  Jan® 

i  191+1 

1  Aug. 

1939 

Last 

Month 

_  . . 

i — 

Year 

Ago 

,T!ioid 
;  the 
|  Line" 

!  * 

V-J 

"Little 

Steel" 

* 

Month 
Before 
War  In 
Europe 

AVERAGE 

<1.2 

n 

5.3  |  6.6  • 

3.1 

32.2 

| 

35»2 

Atlanta,  Ga* 

ra» 

2.8 

7.1 

1,9 

31+a 

36,5 

Baltimore,  Md» 

1,4 

2o0 

5,8 

•  2,3 

3l+»7 

374 

Birmingham,  Ala*. 

1*5 

3°3 

8.5 

1.9 

34--1+ 

38,6 

Boston,  Mass, 

0*9 

1.9 

1>»6 

I08 

29,-1 

31.7 

Buffalo.,  No  Y.  , 

0o5 

2»5 

■z  0 

y  oU 

2.5 

30,1 

3l+o6 

Chicago,  Ill e 

o06 

2.1 

5.1 

2o3 

29.3 

32.6 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

0,9 

1 

2.2 

6.3 

2.2 

32.7 

35*9 

Cleveland.,  Ohio 

1.3 

[  2.6 

6.0 

2o7  . 

33oO 

35*7 

Denver,  Co,loa 

1.2 

2tO 

5.9 

3,1 

31.7 

33.6 

Detroit,  Micho 

1  c 

u.  3 

7oi 

ko  0 

35*0 

38.5 

Houston,  Tex, 

1.6 

5.0 

1+-9 

2.2* 

27*9 

29.6 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

tm 

1.9 

'  k*Q 

1.5  . 

29.3 

34.6 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

« 

Wi 

201 

6*5 

. 

0,5 

35>  8 

1+0.5 

Kansas  City,  Mo0 

1.8 

c  A 

1  £>4 

31*5 

31.2 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

1.3 

i+,3 

8.2 

3°9  . 

32,8 

35*2+ 

Manchester,  L  H# 

2o6 

5,2 

2o7 

31+a 

37.7 

Memphis,  Tenno 

cm 

1o9 

5.1+ 

1*5 

31+.8 

37*5 

Milwaukee,  Wis, 

— 

3*3 

5.9 

3.1+ 

32.3 

35 ’3 

Minneapolis,  Minn, 

1.5 

3,9 

6,2 

3.6 

27®1 

29*8 

Mobile,  Ala., 

- 

2.8 

bo  l 

0.8 

32.1+ 

31+08 

New  Orleans,  La. 

- 

k*  2 

6.3 

2,5  I 

35*7 

3  2+ 

New  York,  N„  Y. 

1.1 

1+.7 

9o3 

2*.  5  1 

31+.5 

37*2 

Norfolk,  Va. 

- 

2,2 

2.5 

i.l  I 

34.2* 

38.2 

Philadelphia,  Pa® 

1.1 

3*7 

6*2 

.  3*2 

33  a 

35*5 

Pittsburgh,  pa0 

1-9 

3o2 

7,8 

3°5 

33.1 

36.9 

Portland,  Maine 

- 

1.6 

3.5 

1.3 

30,7 

32  *§ 

Portland,  Oreg, 

- 

3*5 

7.1 

3*3 

37*5 

i+0.2 

Richmond,  Va® 

- 

2*2+ 

i+.l 

1*7 

28*7 

30.8 

St,  Louis,  Mo. 

1.2 

3.0  . 

5.8 

2.9 

29*9 

33*7 

San  Francisco,  Calif s 

2.2 

3.8 

7.6 

l+.o 

35a 

38o8 

Savannah,  Ga. 

1.0 

3*1 

606 

1.7 

38.7 

2+1.6 

Scranton,  pa* 

- 

3.1 

5,6 

3n6 

33*3 

37°  7 

Seattle,  Wash, 

1.3 

3„8 

5v8 

3.1 

•  34«2 

36,6 

Washington,  D.  C® 

1.8 

4.1  . 

8.2  ' 

,  3.8 

33*9 

35*7 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2o 


June 


J-A'- 


TABLE  6  -  COhSCMSJfc  •  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES, 

APRIL,  MAY,  AND  JUNE  1966 

(Note :  Some  indexes  for  April  and -May  revised) 


0-935-39  g  100) 


Fuo  1 , 

Elect, 

&  Ice 

1 

Miccol 

laneou 

City 

All 

Items 

' 

Food 

NLo  th¬ 
ing 

Rent 

Total 

Gas  & 

Elect¬ 

ricity 

Othe  r 

Fuel 

3c  Ice 

House  - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

AVERAGE 

April 

151.1 

141.7 

154.5 

-T- 

110.6 

92.6 

127.8 

152.0 

126.7 

May 

151.7 

162.6 

1 155.7 

mm 

110.3 

92.2 

127  .8 

153.7 

127.2 

June 

133.3 

145 .6 

157.2 

108. 5 

110.5 

92.1 

123.6 

156.1 

127.9 

Atlanta 

Aoril 

mm 

llR.8 

— 

113.0 

82.7 

140.9 

mm  mm 

«n  —• 

Pay 

-- 

3/  160.2 

— 

- 

113.0 

82.7 

161.0 

— 

mm  mm 

June 

153.8 

1/  161.0 

152.7 

MM. 

113.9 

;  82.8 

162.6 

155.6 

138.2 

Baltimore 

April 

133  .4 

Hj-9.li 

156.6 

112.1 

96.5 

124.7 

151.4 

123.5 

May 

133.7 

149.3 

160.8 

112.1 

96.5 

126.8 

157.0 

123.4 

June 

133.6 

152.6 

161.3 

MMi 

112.2 

96.5 

125.0 

161.0 

125.8 

Birmingham 

April 

133.6 

142.3 

150.3 

. 

-- 

103.5 

79.6 

129.8 

143.7 

128.9 

May 

136.5 

166.0 

152.1 

108.3 

79.6 

129.8 

160. 0 

128.6 

June' 

136.5 

147.7 

154.2 

122.5 

112.9 

79.6 

137.9 

150.6 

128.9 

Boston 

April 

126.6 

135.9 

150.7 

"""" 

118.2 

102.5 

126.9 

147.1 

121,2 

May 

126.7 

135.1 

153.8 

118.2 

102.6 

126.9 

148.5 

121.5 

June 

127.9 

y  138.0 

153.9 

— - 

118.2 

102.6 

126.9 

169.6 

122.0 

Buffalo 

Ap  ri  1 

151.2 

138.8 

153.9 

— 

108.9 

94.9 

121.6 

151.0 

128.6 

May 

132.0 

139.0 

155.I 

••  tm 

103.9 

94.9 

121,6 

150.8 

130.9 

June 

132.6 

160.2 

156.2 

115.2 

108.9 

94.9 

121.6 

153.3 

130.9 

Chicago 

April 

12_>  *9 

liil.9 

368*6 

mtmm 

103.9 

86.3 

122.2 

139.1 

123.4 

May 

3.30.1 

141.9 

150.5 

102.5 

83.5 

122.3 

140.8 

126.0 

Juno 

130.9 

2 /  162.8 

152.1 

115.2 

102.7 

i 

83.5 

122.7 

147.8 

124.5 

Cincinnati 

April 

May 

130.2 

137.9 

152.8 

1 

i 

i  108.6 

90.8 

125.2 

146.9 

129.4 

151.0 

139.1 

133.6 

— 

1  108.6 

90.8 

125.3 

149.3 

130.2 

June 

132.2 

Hjl.ii 

154. 1 

MW 

1 110,3 

1 

90.8 

128.8 

150.8 

130.3 

Cleveland 

April 

132.7  i 
131+.  0 1 

166.5 

150.2 

mm  mm 

114.4 

104.9 

123.7 

li-45.6 

124.7 

May 

146.7 

150.9 

1 116.6 

104.9 

123.7 

145.6 

126.6 

June 

135.7 

lil:.;.3 

152.3 

— 

114.9 

106.9 

124.7 

151.2 

128.1 

*  See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  Pago  2, 
Soe  page  9  for  footnotes# 


Juno  I9I46 


TABLE 

4-  -  ( Co 

(llotc: 

City 

A  1  n 

I  to  ITS 

Denver  * 

I 

April 

129  .1+ 

May 

3-30.1 

J  uno 

131.7 

Detroi b 

April 

135.6 

May 

154  4 

June 

136.4 

Houston 

April 

128.0 

May 

128.5 

June 

130.5 

Indianapolis 

April 

-- 

May 

— 

•  June 

■  131.9 

Jacksonville 

April 

— 

May 

June 

138,1* 

Kansas  City 

♦  i 

i 

April 

123.5 

May 

129.0 

.June 

*  129.4 

«  * 

Los  Angeles 

■ 

April 

133  a.  1 

May 

134.3  1 

•June 

•  136.1  i 
i 

* 

Manchester 

;  1 

April 

--  i 

May 

J 

June 

j  134.7 

Memphis 

• 

April 

May 

— 

June 

13U.5 

is  s  * 


INDEXES  BY  GFQ UPS,  BY  CITIES, 
APRIL,  MAY ,  Al'ffi  JETTS  1946 

S or:.e  indexes  for  April  and  May  revised) 


Cloth- 


Food 


i 


^6 


II4.O.C 
l4l 

145 


r~7 


O 

O 


I480 
li-j.9,8 
19 1.2' 


Rent 


140.1  152,4 

152.7 


liil.6 

/  7>.K  !, 


139.7 


154.4 


41?  • 


*  * 


139.7  i  Ui?.4 
111!}.. a  14? » 6 


137.7  i  -- 
138.6 


1 10 , 3 


115.2 


2/  141.5 


148.0 
147  c  3 

2/  15C. 8 


134*0 
134.9 
2/  134.3* 


3lf9.0 

150.7 

154.3 


137.3 

139.2 

144*4 


149.8 
151.7 


143.0 


149.4 


H+5. 2 
146 , 8 
-46 


149.0  |  — 

180.3  i  — 

151.3  S All 


— ««  j 

134*0  1  — 

'• 


153.6  155.2 


Fuel, 

iii  i  0  0 1 9  &  j.  c  0 

Mi sce3 

.tA+nfc**'  TrT-«W«  — -'j- 

[ 

Gas  & 

Other 

House  - 

Total 

Elect- 

Fue  1 

Furnish  - 

laneou 

*  i 

ricity 

&  Ice 

irigs 

i 

•  i 
97.9  j 

770 

129.1* 

172.3 

124.7 

97.9  , 

77.3 

122.4 

173.8 

125.1 

98.3  j 

,  ’  l 

77*3  * 

123.2 

171.9 

125.2 

i 

111.9 

84*  3- 

133.0 

158.9 

137.1+ 

111.9 

81*.  1 

133,0 

I6I.6 

\ 138.0 

111,9 

cl.  n 
'-  4«  x 

133.0 

•n  /  ]  gr 

I04.5 

139.5 

CH  7 

81,8 

107.2 

11*0.2 

125.9 

63.7 

81.3 

107.2 

150.3 

127 . 0 

B8.7 

81.8 

107.2 

I54.2 

127.2 

. 

ill*.  7 

91.9 

128.1 

••  «• 

114.7 

91.5 

128,1 

na  -m 

112.8 

■ 

86 . 6 

128,1 

148.5 

7  OQ  H 
IclO.O 

117.7 

00  0 

54  9  O 

139.  V 

117.7 

52 «• 6 

139.1+ 

— 

117.7' 

* 

92 . 8 

139.1+ 

149.5 

139.1+ 

• 

11*7.1 

im.u 

oc  % 

131.8 

129.2 

! 

114*4 

95*3 

131.8 

H+9.1+ 

129.3 

114.4* 

95.3 

'131,8 

\ 

150.0 

Ip  0 . 6 

92.5 

91.0 

[' 

99,3 

li|.5.9 

! 

i  129.8 

92,5 

91.0 

99.8 

148.0 

129.9 

02.5  ' 

1 

91.0 

99.8 

149.1 

130,1 

.  H 

121.8 

i  95 .8 

• 

134.3 

r- 

1 

f 

121.9 

i  96.0 

134. 8 

— 

\  . 

'7  o  p  p.  * 

j.uu  0  ty 

* 

96.1 

131+.9 

i 

I6O.4 

122.1* 

i 

107.3 

I 

77.0 

‘  * 

i 

1  124. 1 

1 

1 

107.3' 

I  77.0 

!  ill  a 

1  ^ 

107.1* 

77.0 

1  124-2 

j  l'+3.9 

!  121.4 

t 

*800  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  page  2, 
See  page  9  for  footnotes 


Pago  8 
Juno  1966 


TABLE  1+  - 


( C ontinuo d )  COM31.  ;mH  RG  * 
INDEXES  PY  GROUPS 
APRIL,  MAY,  AMD 


PRICE  INDEX 
,  13  Y  CITIES, 
JUNE  I9I46 


FOR 


LARGE 


CITIES* 


(Note:  Some  indexes  for  April  and  May  revised) 


(1955-39  s  100*0) 


— 

~  ss  s  s  s 

Fuel, 

Elect, 

&  Ice 

City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Cloth 

ing 

Rent 

Total 

Gas  &  j 
Elect-! 
ricity 

Other 
Fuel 
&  Ice 

House - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Mi  Iwaukee 

April 

158.5 

mu  mm 

111,8 

95.0 

123.3 

May 

— 

l!  1.0,8 

— 

mm 

111.9 

95.0 

123.4 

— 

— 

June 

lpl.2 

4+ 4.3 

150.7 

108,8 

112.9 

95.0 

125.1 

150.9 

123.9 

Minneapolis 

4+9.8 

1^.6 

Ap  ri  1 

126.5 

133.0 

152.8 

— 

103 . 1 

78.9 

119.0 

May 

127.5 

134.9 

153.8 

mm  mm 

105.6 

76.9 

119.8 

I5I.7 

126.2 

June 

129  .4 

137.5 

158,0 

— 

103.6 

78.9 

119.3 

153.1+ 

126.4 

Mobile 

April 

ll  1.8.6 

— 

— 

104.2 

83.8 

iao.6 

— 

— 

May 

«••• 

14S.  3 

— 

f 114.1 

106.3 

83.0 

120.4 

— 

— 

June 

132.9 

2 1  4*9.8 

152,1 

105.7 

83.8 

123.3 

166.6 

120.4 

Mew  Orleans 

April 

— 

153.6 

— 

— 

103.0 

77.2 

129.9 

— 

— 

May 

— 

153.8 

-- 

mm  mm 

103.0 

77.1 

129.9 

mmm 

— 

June 

138#0 

2/  157.6 

156.4 

10?  .  1 

103.0 

77.1 

129.9 

166,3 

ias.6 

Mew  York 

April 

13?  .6 

4*4.5 

169.5 

— 

113.8 

95.0 

4+2.9 

4+9.2 

129.2 

May 

134.3 

4+5.9 

170,2 

•mm 

113.6 

96.6 

162,8 

151.3 

129.5 

June 

135.8 

2/  4*9.2 

170,7 

103.6 

113.6 

96-.  6 

162,8 

152.7 

129.7 

Norfolk 

April 

— 

4+7.2 

— 

•**  mm 

113.6 

94.9 

137.4 

— 

— 

May 

mm 

ll'6*i-!- 

-- 

-- 

118,6 

94.9 

137.4 

— 

— 

June 

135.2 

166.0 

i 

152.3 

109.3 

120,1 

94.9 

16.0.0 

153.8 

133.6 

Philadelphia 

114.9 

April 

130.2 

139.6 

152,1 

mm 

92.5 

131.9 

153.2 

123.8 

May 

131.0 

161.0 

153.3 

— 

114.9 

92.5 

132.0 

155.1 

124.3 

Juno 

132,5 

143.5 

156.0 

115.0 

92.5 

132.1 

158.5 

124.9 

Pittsburgh 

April 

131.8 

4*2.5 

171,8 

mm 

112,8 

103.3 

129.3 

150,1 

120.9 

May 

132.2 

4*2.8 

172.8 

mm 

112.8 

103.1 

129.3 

152,2 

121.4 

June 

134.7 

4+7 . 1 

175.7 

mm 

116,1 

103 . 1 

13J.1 

155.2 

123.6 

Portland,  Mo# 
April 

mm 

135.4 

mm 

115.8 

90.7 

124.6 

mm 

May 

mm* 

135.1* 

— 

— 

II5.8 

90.7 

1214,6 

166,9 

— 

June 

123,7 

138.)+ 

155.2 

106.2 

115,9 

.98^2- 

126,6 

122.3 

*  See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  Page  2, 
See  page  9  for  footnotes 


Pr.  ~ 
•  H 


TABLE  4  -  (Continued )  COESTORS «  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  URGE  CITIES* 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES, 

♦  APRIL,  MAY,  AND  JUNE  1946 

(Note:  Sono  indexes  for  April  and  May  revised) 

(1935-3?  =  100. 0) _ 

Fug 1.  Sleet.  &  I c o  j  T -  ! 

i  /**.  1  All.  !  ***  UOL/  "*  * 


June  1946 


C: 


-t.y 


All 

j  I  torrid 


Portland,  Oreg. 
April 
May 
J  une 

PE  chmcnd 
April 
May 
Juno 

St.  Louis 


■r,  n  t  ClotiH  a 
Eoou  1  .  Rent 


mg 


!  140.3 


153.5 
153.2;  — 

15$. 4  149.1 


1.1 


\ 


136.7 
137.3! 

.328.2'  ^/13S.4|*  153.1 


fctalfe5  d 
EICCTI- 

_ 1 _ licit# 


May 

•j 

J  line 


129.2 
129.6 

131.2 


143.4  150.S 
144.51  151 .5 
147.4 i  154.6 


121.4] 

121.4) 

121. 3  i 

! 
I 
i 

1 OS . 3 ! 

ids. 4] 

~  ] 110,3! 
‘  j 
i 

109.11 
10S.3| 

;  J.  V./lJ  .  t  , 


San  Francisco 

1 

- 

j 

I 

! 

■ 

April 

1 .134.1 

149,3' 

i  \  n  * 

! 

-- 

35.9 

May 

1-34.8 

150.4 

1  AO  '/ 

— 

35.9 

J  uno 

137.8 

155.5 

152.6 

85.9 

Savannah 

!  .  .. 

. 

. 

. 

April 

139.2 

155.7 

154.6 

~ 

112,5 

.  May 

139.2 

1/155.8 

153.0 

112.5 

June 

140.6 

1/158.5 

• 

154.3 

t 

115.5 

11°. 5 

Scranton 

April 

•m  Mi 

1/+  '  D  c 

— 

— 

119.6 

May 

143.8 

„/  —  1119.3 

Juno 

132.2 

2/144. c 

158.7 

4,04.31180.0 

Seattle 

- 

- 

« 

April 

.134.6 

146.3 

150.6 

,  i 

•»*  H» 

105.3 

May 

135,3 

~]  t  r? 

7  .± 

153,2 

105.8 

June 

, 

3  37.0 

<0  3-  ■  .  e 

153.8 

““  j 

105.3 

Washington 

» 

April 

131.7 

1  /.  ’3  O 

—  -pA—  •  rw 

172 . 3 

•  ! 

1*12.1 

May 

131.4 

1 L1  1 

172.2 

1 

112.2 

June 

13  3.8 

1  /  c  c 

175,7 

J. 

100.3 ■ 

13.2,2 

C7.9 

87.9 

87.  Q 


o;  n 

94.2 
94  *  2 


Mi  3 col - 


Other  «  •  , 

„  furnish- j  „ 

I'uol  j  ..  .  i  Ian  opus 

0  -r  j  lUgS 

'■■C  I  CO 


182.2 

162.2 
168 . 2 ; 


117.0 j 
117.0 j 
120.2 1 


159.1  *  132.7 


154:8  I  122.1 


99.6 
97 . 2 
9  7. 2 


13.8,1  j 
11C  J.  1 
118.9  ! 


77.7  113c 2 
77.7  113.2 
77.7  113.2 


91.2 

91.2 


125.4 

125.5 


91.2  185.5 


133.4 

133.2 

134.8 


129.8 

138.0 

132.0 


369.5 

172.4 

172.3 


]  pc  p 

.J  .  A .  y  0 


135.0 

135.1 

137.9- 


131 . 3 
131.8 
132.8 


9.1.8!] 36.7  f 
91.8  136.9  !  —  « 

61. 8 | 137 4 2  |  151.2 


83.91124.0 
83.9 1 0 
83.9 !  124.0 


151.4 

151.4 

151.8 


Q/ 


94.4 1 123. 9 

94.4 1323.9  ! 


83 . q  j  14-7.6 
149.4 
153.3 


119.3 


135.2 

135.7 

135.8 


131.-0 

131.1 

133.1 


*  See  General  Explanation  of  Pablos  on  Page  2. 

A/  April  moat  prices  usod  in  computation  of  fox'  price  ind 2,x  for  May  and  June 
,  because  of  extensive  shor cages  of  meat  in  May  and  June. 

2/  May  meat  prices  used  in  computation  of  June  food  price  index  fc  .cause  of 
continued  shortages  of  meat  in  Juno. 

4/  Data  collected  in  May  I.946, 
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TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS f  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  MAY  TO  JUNE  19 2*6 


City 

All 

Items 

1 

Food 

i 

! 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Fuql, 
Total J 

Elect. 

Ga  s  <*h 

Elect¬ 

ricity 

A  Ice 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

House 
furnish¬ 
ings  . 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

AVERAGE 

1.2 

2.1 

1.0 

0.2 

-0,1 

0.5 

1.6 

0.6 

Atlanta,  Ga, 

m 

1/  0.6 

0.8 

0.1 

1.1 

Baltimore,  Md. 

1.1+ 

2.1 

o.h 

0.1 

0 

0.2 

2.5 

1.9 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

1.5 

2.6 

1.1+ 

b.  2 

0 

6.2 

1.8 

0.2 

Boston,  Maes. 

0.9 

2/  2.1 

0.1 

0 

0 

0 

0,6 

on 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

0.5 

0.9 

0.7 

0 

0 

0 

1.7 

0 

Chicago,  Ill. 

0.6 

2/  0.6 

1.2 

0.2 

0 

0.3 

5.0 

on 

Cincinnati,  ^hio 

o,9 

1.7 

0.3 

1.8 

0 

2.8 

1.0 

0.1 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

1.3 

1.6 

0.9 

o.i+ 

0 

0.8 

3.8 

1.2 

Denver,  Colo, 

1.2 

,  2.5 

0.9 

O.h 

0 

0.7 

-1.1 

0.1 

Detroit,  Mich. 

1.5 

2/  2.7 

l.l 

0 

0 

0 

1.7 

1.1 

Houston,  Texas 

1.6 

3.1 

1.5 

0 

0 

0 

2.6 

0.2 

Ind i anapo 1 i s ,  Ind , 

m 

2/  2.1  , 

-1.7 

-5.i+ 

0 

- 

- 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

2/  2.1+ 

0 

0 

0 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

0.3 

?/-0.1  , 

0.5 

0 

0 

0 

on 

1.0 

Los  Angeles,  Cal^. 

1.3 

2.7 

0.7 

0 

0 

0 

0.7 

0.2 

Manchester,  N.  •Is-' 

w 

3.7 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

— 

Memphis,  Term.  < 

** 

1.3 

0.1 

0 

0.1 

• 

Milwaukee,  WistJ 

- 

2.5 

- 

0.9 

0 

l.k 

- 

- 

v 

•  #  #  X' 

M i nne apo 1 i s ,  Minn, " 

1.5 

1.9  i 

2.7 

0 

0 

0 

1.1 

1.8 

Mobile,  Ala. 

2/  1.0 

m 

1.3 

0 

2.4 

w 

New  Orleans,  La. 

?/  2.5 

** 

0 

0 

0 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

1.1 

2/  2.5  I 

0.3 

0 

0 

0 

0.9 

0.2 

Norfolk,  Va, 

“  -0.3 

1.3 

0 

1.9 

«. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

1.1 

1.6  j 

1.8 

0.1 

0 

0.1 

2.2 

0.5 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

1.9 

3.0 

1.7 

1.2 

0 

2.9 

2.0 

1.8 

Portland,  Maine 

i 

2.2 

0.1 

0.2 

0 

Portland,  Orog. 

i 

-  i 

3.1+ 

-0.1 

0 

0 

•* 

Richmond,  Va. 

- 

2/  0,8  | 

- 

1.8 

0 

2,7 

St,  Louis,  Mo. 

1.2 

2.0  | 

2.0 

on 

0 

0.7 

1.2 

0.2 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

2.2  i 

3.1+ 

1.9  • 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2.1 

Savannah,  Ga. 

1.0 

1/  1.7  i 

0.6 

0 

0 

0 

-0.1 

0.8 

Scranton,  pa. 

- 

2/  0.1  | 

0,2 

0 

0.2 

Seattle,  Wash. 

1.3  ! 

2/  3.1 

0.1p 

0 

0 

0 

0.3 

0.1 

Washington,  D.  C. 

„L*8J 

~  3.1 

2,0 

0 

0 

0 

2.6 

i 

U5 

— t 


ax  riA^xaiiai,xuii  ui  i.UUXU5  on  Jruge  c. 

1/  April  meat  prices  used  in  the  computation  of  the  May  and  June  food  price  indexes 
because  of  extensive  shortages  of  meat  in  May  and  Juno. 

2/  kay  meat  prices  used  in  the  computation  of  the  June  food  price  index  because  of 
extensive  shortages  of  meat  in  June. 
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5A  -  CONSUMERS'1  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CIT'IFS# 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
PROLi  MARCH  TO  JUNE  3 946 


Pago  11 
Juno  I9I+6 


City 


|  All 
i  Items 


Savannah,  Gac 
Scrsyiton,  Pac 
Seattle ,  Wash, 
Washington,  D, 


2  ,1+ 

107 

,  2*6 

i  2*5 

108 
1*8 
2c3 

2o2 

3cO 

2*2 

3.2 

o  X 

O 


AVERAGE 

Atlanta,  Ga„ 

Baltimore,  Md • 
Birmingham,  Ala* 

Boston,  Masso 
Buffalo,  Nt  Y, 

Chicago,  Ill0 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo* 

Detroit,  Mich. 

Houston,  Texas 
Indianapolis,  Ind, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Kansas  City,  Mo* 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 
Manchester,  N*  H0 
Memphis,  Term, 

M i lwau kee ,  Wi s  c , 

Minneapolis,  Minn* 
Mobile,  Ala* 

New  Orleans,  La* 

New  York,  Ne  Y0 
Norfolk,  Va0 
Philadelphia,  pa. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa0 
Portland,  Maine 
Fort land,  Oreg, 

Richmond,  Va, 

St,  Louis,  Mo, 

San  Francisco,  Califs  3,] 


1,5  1 2 /  l+f.o 


!  1.7 

!  1.3 
!  2o3 
2e8 
1*5 
3^2 

2*6 

1.2 

2.7 

2o? 
loO 
2  ,1+ 


•2/  2-9 
2/  o,9 

J+.o 

5*9 

3*2 

5,7 


2.7 

lo5 


C 


--L  .  _ 


1  ,  m3 

I  2/  loll. 

2/  i+,0 
2/  4„S 
1,0 
3,2 

2,7 

3.2  I  5,7 

1.7  1 2/  1.4 

2.2  r  3.4 

4c  9 

I 

! 

1*4  !  1/  2o5 

2 58  12/  1,6 

2ol  \t/  hel 

2*0  j"  3o0 


Food 


3*9 

1/  2,1+ 

3-6 

5  4 
2/  2,9 
2,8 
2/  3»0 

30 

I+06 

3-9 
2/  6a 
“  3.1+ 


Cloth¬ 
ing  i 


Fuel 


Rent 


m. 


2*7  ) 

2  06  | 

3*9  1 
4*5  13/ 

2*3  r 

3/ 


0.1 


2o7 


0 


0 


0 

0.8 

oa 

l+,,2 

oa 

0 


3«8  | 3/  oc2  ! -1.2  1-3,2 


0*7  l 

2.5  j 

3*1  (3/  o.l+, 
2,0  | 3/  0*1 
2*7  i  - 
0,6  j 3/  0*3 
i~ 

2c3  | 

lol+  1 3/  o„3 
2<3  by  0,5 

0«7  ■  - 

1,3 ;  ,  - 

2ob  !  3/  oa 


3'9  i  7 

3*2  |i+/-oa 

6  2  i  3/«o  a 

2d  137  oa 


3.8 

pe  0 


I  7/ 


3d 

3.3  5/«oa 
l+o  2  4/~0,2 

5®i  i 


3*3 

l+oO 

0,2 

5.1 

2*1+ 

2,6 


3/  0 

4/  6,0 

3/  0 


I  I08 

i  0,1+ 
i  0.5 
0 

!  0 

1-1.7 

0 

oa 

0 

0,5 
oa 

loO 

•loll 

1*4 

0 

!-0o2 
1-0,7 
I  0 

| 

j  1,2 

i  oa 
1  oa 

|  oc  2 

;  —0 . 6 


*0,5 

Ocl+ 

0„2 

0.1 


■  9  ulect c 

&  Ice 

i 

pj Gas  & 

j Other 

j  House- 

’  Elect- 

(Fuels 

I  furnish** 

_  j  ric.ityi&  Ice 

ines 

! 

1  -0,9 

I 

l 

j  0,5 

■ 

3., 

1  oa 

!  1.3 

1*5 

i  ° 

!  °»3 

!  7°2 

0 

j  6  r-  2 

6*1+ 

0 

!  oa 

2.9 

1  0 

0 

lo9 

!  -  3  *  2 

1 

0o5 

7a 

1 

0 

1 

!  3.0 

j  3a 

1  0 

!  0,8 

4.5  . 

0 

j 

|  1,0 

0  06 

1  oa 

0 

5.0 

0 

1  0 

5*3  i 

-4 

0 

1 

j  0 

1 

0  i 

1 

i  . 

!  0 

!  0 

1 

0,7 

i  0 

!  0,2 

2c  7 

i  0 

°, 

3*3 

!  0-5 

0..4 

-7  i 

Pel  | 

0 

i  oa 

Cap  | 

0 

' 

-  1.5 

j 

2.1+ 

i 

i  -5*6 

0,5 

7  O  i 

!  0 

2.4 

-0C2 

j~oa 

oa 

1.4 

;-o..4 

0 

5*5 

}  -5.2 

1*9 

Or  8 

i  0 
• 

0 

5.0 

i-oa 

2,9 

5*8 

!  0,2 

0 

ia 

0 

0,2 

2r0  ! 

1-4.8 

2,8 

3«6 

1-2.4 

0*7 

1*4 

1-3*6 

i 

1  ! 

0 

2,0 

1 

-2a  | 

oa 

2*7 

!  0 

0C6 

2.4 

1  0 

0o2 

-0e3 

0 

3*9  I 

i 

!  .ASQQUJSL 

1.6 

1.3 

2a 

0,2 

1.3 

1*9 

2,1+ 

2a 

3*2 

0*3 

1,9 

1.1+ 

0.2 

0,8 

2*7 

0,5 

0-5 

oa 

2.7 

2*3 

o*4 

0.2 

1,0 

0 

2c5 

2c  2 

-0.3 

1*5 

1*7 

0,3 

2ol+ 

1.3 

2.3 
0  .1+ 

1.8 


*  Sec  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  Page  2, 

1/  April  meat  prices  used  in  the  computation  of  the  Juno  food  price  index- s 

-V  rt7  mSat  prlccS  usod  ln  the  computation  of  the  Juno  food  price  iidcxc- 
V  Change  from  December  I9I+5.  F  "  indexes. 

7/  ^crccn^  change  from  Docembor  191+5  to  May  19i+60 
W  Change  from  Novombcr  191+5* 


-0  s 

U »  37^c_ 

c-*jj.\For  newspaper  roloaso 
August  23,  1946,  P.M, 

For  radio  release 
August  23,  1946,  9  A# Ms  ' 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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COMPLETE  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  AMD  RETAIL  PRICES  OF  FOOD  -Qftll ?5^1946 

Consumers 1  Pricos  Ross  5.8  Porcont  Between  Juno  15ya^sM^  ¥5  llu,v'})S 


The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  is  today  releasing  completed  figures 
on  tho  Consumers’  Price  Index  from  mid-Juno  to  mid-July,  which  had 
previously  boon  released  on  a  preliminary  basis.  Following  is  tho 
complotod  record  for  the  middle  of  July, 


Retail  prices  for  consumers’  goods  in  large  cities  advanced  5,8  percent 
between  mid -June  and  mid-July,  according  to  complete  reports  for  July  15,  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  U,  S,  Department  of  Labor,  Food  prices  rose  13*8  per¬ 
cent— the  largest  monthly  change  ever  recorded;  prices  for  other  living  essentials 
advanced  0,3  percent  on  tho  average;  rents  wore  not  surveyed  in  July,  Tho  con¬ 
sumers'  price  index  for  moderate -income  families  in  ]arge  cities  for  July  15,  1946, 
was  141, CT  percent  of  tho  1935-39  average,  9  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago, 

In^ mid -July,  aftor  the  temporary  suspension  of  OPA  controls  and  the  removal 
of  subsidies,  consumers’  prices  were  5.6  percent  below  the  all-time  high  of  June 
1920,  43  percent  higher  than  in  August  1939.  Food,  clothing,  and  housofurrjishings 
were  77,  57,  and  56  percent  higher,  respectively,  on  July  15,  1946  than  at  the 
beginning  of  World  War  II, 

i ood  prices  jumped  13.8  porcont  between  mid-June  and  mid -July;  the  largest 
monthly  increase  previous  to  this  time  was  slightly  more  than  9  percent  from  March 
to  April  1917.  Prices  of  meats  and  dairy  products  advanced  29.6  and  21,2  percent, 
respectively;  other  important  foods  increased  3.7  percent  on  the  average  during 
the  month,  A  part  of  this  rise  in  moat  prices  may  have  occurred  between  mid-April 
and  mid-June,  when  the  meat  shortage  was  so  severe  that  the  Bureau  could  not  obtain 
an  adoquato  numbor  of  meat  prices  and  therefore  the  indexes  for  meats  wore  hold  un¬ 
changed  for  a  number  of  cities.  The  July  index,  based  on  the  usual  numbor  of  price 
quotations,  roflects  tho  correct  level  of  prices,  and  the  full  price  change  that 
has  occurred  during  the  recent  months  of  acute  shortages.  Prices  of  milk  incroasod 
2.5^  cents  per  quart  between  mid-June  and  mid -July,  Prices  of  foods  on  which  sub¬ 
sidies  had  been  paid  prior  to  July  1  rose  18,8  percent  on  tho  average;  prices  for 
all  other  foods  increased  4.6  percent  during  tho  month. 

Clothing  and  housofurnishings  prices  rose  only  slightly  (0,4  and  0.5  percent, 
respectively) ^botwoen  mid -Juno  and  mid-July.  Cost  of  miscellaneous  goods  and 
services  declined  0,1  percent  during  tho  month.  Higher  prices  were  reported  for 
household  supplies,  beauty  shop  services,  motion  picture  admissions,  and  newspapers 
m  some  cities,  Tho  Federal  auto-use  tax  expired  on  June  30,  1946, 

Anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  pricos  advanced  almost  6  percent,  reflecting 
higher  ceilings  allowed  by  OPA  in  .\ine  to  moot  higher  production  costs. 

worG  n0^  Gurv°yjd  in  July,  but  will  be  surveyed  in  August  and  September 
The  July  index  does  not  reflect  any  changes  in  rents  that  may  have  occurred  during 
the  period  when  federal  rent  controls  was  not  in  effect. 
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Tho  ovor-the -month  advance  In  retail  prices  ranged  from  4,1  percent  in 
Seattle  to  7.7  percent  in  Chicago,  In  Boston  consumers'  prices  rose  7,6’porcent, 
while  in  Houston  prices  increased  4.2  percent.  Consumers'  prices  rose  less  rapidly 
on  the  West  Coast  than  in  other  areas  botweon  Juno  15  and  July  15,  By  mid -July 
1946  retail  food  prices  were  more  than  80  percent  higher  than  in  August  1939  in  17 
of  tho  51  cities  surveyed  during  both  dates }  in  all  but  11  of  these  51  cities, 
food  prices  had  increased  more  than  70  percent.  An  increase  from  1  to  2  percent 
’ in  the  New  York  City  sales  tax  rato  was  reflected  in  tho  July  15  index. 

Merchandise  of  prewar  quality  is  beginning  to  appear  again  in  substantial 
quantities  in  retail  stores.  As  supplies  of  thuso  goods  become  largo  enough  to 
price  regularly,  direct  comparisons  with  prewar  prices  of  such  merchandise'  are 
made  in  computing  the  consumers*  price  index.  When  prices  of  prowar  quality  mor- 
chandisc_Jlor  most  articles  are  available  for  use  in  the  index  a  largo  part  of  tho 
5  point  adjustment  which  was  made  in  the  autumn  of  1945  in  Executive  Order  to  take 
account  of  wartime  changes  in  quality,  availability  of  consumers'  goods,  etc,, 
will  no  longor  be  applicable.  Since  a  considerable  number  of  articles  of  prewar 
quality  aro  now  being  reintroduced  into  the  index,  it  appears  likely  that  most  of 
thin  adjustment  will  have  been  made  by  tho  end  of  this  yea r. 
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lbe  "consumers'  price  index  for  mode  rate -income  families  in  large  cities  " 

rri^Pof^T  ttthe  '00St  °5  livltlg  index>"  measures  average  changes  in  retail 
Lm,C  selected  goods,  rents  and  services,  weighted  by  quantities  bought  by 

The  It!!/  "aSa  and  moderats -income  workers  in  large  cities  in  1934-36. 

Htv  ‘°r.th®  lnd,3X  constituted  about  70  percent  of  the  expenditures  of 

city  families  whose  income  average  $1524  in  1934-36. 

»m1l.Mnt!°JndeX  °nly  partially  shows  the  wartime  effects  of  changes  in  quality, 
availability  of  consumer  goods,  etc.  The  President's  Committee  on  the  Cost  of  ' 

ostinatad  that  such  factors,  together  with  certain  others  not  fully 
rfi  jd  dy  ths  index,  would  add  a  maximum  of  3  to  4  points  to  the  index  for  large 
cities  between  January  3941  and  September  1944.  If  small  cities  wore  included  in 

J"  a  rfa?°’  “othar  V2  point  would  be  added.  If  account  is  also  taken 

continued  deterioration  of  quality  and  disappearance  of  low-priced  merchandise 

Ja™  ?Q/P3  f %r  September  1945,  the  over-all  adjustment  for  ^ 

of  w  «i9inl,°tv3-  1945  would  total  approximately  5  points.  "Herchandiso 

appearing  again  in  retail  stores  and  quantities  of  those  goods 

Hr  o4c”l  oflarS£  °n0Uf‘  h  prioc  regularly,  so  that  direct  comparisons  with  pre- 
jp  p.  c  1  merchandise  arc  made  in  computing  the  consumers'  price  index. 

If  p-icos  of  prowar  merchandise  for  most  articles  have  boon  available  for  uso  in 

ho  incox  by  the  end  of  194o,  as  now  seams  likely,  most  of  this  5  point  adjustment 
will  no  longer  be  applicable  at  that  time".  iajw-wi-nt 

Gonoral, Explanation  of  Tnh'l  ■ 

services  ar?  basod.  on  timo"to”timG  changed  in  tho  cost  of  goods  and 

cat-  wh-th^  It  cn  +‘V  m0d'Jrf  3:ln0onl0  fandlios  ^  largo  cities.  They  do  not  indi- 
cat.  whether  it  costs  more  to  livo  in  one  city  than  in  another. 

m  , ?ata  relate  to  tho  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  January  ]Q/1 
on  Taolos  1  and  3,  which  have  boon  estimated  for  January  1.  7 

abio  '»co^t~of"lfv^n  January  l’  1941  is  tho  hasc  datc  for  determining  allow- 

1  ?f  livj-ng"  wagc  increased  under  the  "Little  Stool"  formula  and  undor 

^UmUdT  0f  Fjbruary  1946'  Janu^y  4’  1541  in  Tables  1  and  3 

a8“6  “  3VUD  rat'!  °f  nhangJ  from  December  15,  .1940  to 

April  8  1gfy~tbfLln0;  I1*?,  prosidont's  "hold-tho-line"  order  was  issued 

which  i  ’  thr.r'f'r,1  ~  ^  f.C  'j1?  risu  wnicn  led  to  this  order  was  reached  in  Kay, 
vmicn  io  therefore  usoa  ior  this  comparison. 

of  th->  1 ,C3S  aJ°  coyaetod  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  four  days 

_„t,  ihi  h,lnolud3E  thj  LU°sday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  tho  month.  Aepr-- 

tTv^°  3  01  f00Cl!  ln  °aCh  City’  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families 
StatTwithtT  “odorato -income  workers,  have,  been  combined  for  the  United 
eluded  /with  u?3.°{  Population  weights.  In  March  1943  the  number  of  cities  in- 
54  to  61  ~  °°  1Rdjx  r,as  incroased  from  51  to  56,  and  the  number  of  foods  from 


aro 


--Main£plf  f  °fiCl0thl’n^’  ^ousofumi-ihi nf » .  ■1»d  rfl  sr-THnoous  goods  and  service, 
W  wL  J  larS°  clt“°  in  tferoh’  September,  and  December.  In  ir.tor- 


goS^dlowicos1?33  ar°  COlljCt0d  in  'zi  ot  tL  34  oiwlo  for  a  shorter  list  of 


Pago  2a 
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Rants  wore  not  surveyed  in  July  1946,  but  will  bo  surveyed  in  all  34 
citios  during  August  and  September  1946.  Rants  havo  boon  survoyod  only  semi¬ 
annually  .since  the  latter  part  of  1944  in  most  of  the  34  citios  (in  March  and 
September,  or  in  June  and  December).  In  computing  the  all  items  indexes  for 
individual  citios  and  the  rent  index  for  the  average  of  large  cities  during 
periods  rents  wore  not-  surveyed,  because  of  the  general  stability  of  average 
rents,  the  indexes  were  hold  constant.  . 

Fuel,  electricity  and  .ice  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  39  large 

cities.  . 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOP  MODERATE -INCOME  FAMILIES 
FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Group 


ALL  ITEMS 
Food 
Clothing 
Rent 

Fuel,  electricity  <fc‘  ice 
Gas  &  electricity' 
Other  fuols  &  Ice' 

Ho  us  of  urnish'ings 
Mis  co  1  lane  ou's 


ALL  ITEMS 
Food 
Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel.,  electricity  &  ice 
Gas  &  oloc.tricity 
Othor  Fuel.s  &  Ice 
House-Furnishings 
Miscellaneous 

JL . . 


July 

191*6 

June 

192+6 

July 

191*5 

Aug, 

191*5 . 

May 

191*3 

Jan, 

191*1 

Aug® 

1939 

This 

Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

V-J 

"Hold 

the 

Line" * 

Wago 

Buoo 

D^te 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

Indexes,  1935-59  ~  100.0 


12+1.0 

133.3 

129.1+ 

129.3 

125.1 

100,8 

98.6 

165  c  7 

12+5.6 

11+1.7 

12+0 ,9 

H+3.0 

97 .6 

93.5 

157.9 

157.fi 

11*5.9 

li+6 ,2+ 

127.9 

101,2 

100.3 

113.3 

108,5 

-- 

m»  am 

106.0 

105.0 

102+.3 

110.5 

111.2 

111.2+ 

107.6 

100.8 

97.5 

92.1 

92.1 

95.2 

95.2 

96.1 

97.5 

99*0 

133.7 

12  8.2+ 

126.7 

127.2 

118,7 

102+.0 

96.3 

156.9 

156,1 

11+5.6 

li+6,0 

125.1 

100,2 

100,6 

127,8 

127  0  9 

121+.3 

121+.5 

115.3 

101.8 

100.2+ 

Porotmt  Change  to  July,  I9I4.6 


■*  w 

5.8- 

9.0 

9.0 

12.7 

39.9 

+3.0 

— 

13.8 

16.9 

17.6 

15.9 

69*8 

77.2 

«■* «. 

■  0.2+ 

•6,2- 

7.9 

23.5 

56*0 

57.  u 

mm  mm 

— 

«■  m 

0.5 

3.3, 

+.0 

mm  mm 

2.5 

1.-9 

l«7 

5.3 

12J+ 

16.2 

mm  mm 

0.0 

-3.3 

-3.3 

-1+.2 

-5.5 

-?.o 

1 

l+.i 

5.5 

5.1 

12,6 

28.6 

'38.0 

— 

o.5 

7.6 

7.5 

25.2+ 

56«6 

56.0 

mm  mm 

• 

-0,1 

2.8 

2,7 

10.8 

25.5 

27.3 

V'See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2, 
I/.. Percent  change  to  June,  1946. 


TABLE  2  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  IARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  July,  *10' 6 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Group 

July  16 
1946 

June  18 
1946 

July  17 
1945 

Aug. 

1945 

May  18 
1943. 

Jan.  14 
1941 

Aug.  15 
1939 

This 

Month 

last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

V-J 

"Hold- 

the 

Line11* 

?.f"  go 

p.,1  , 

L.  .vJw 

Date 
*  1/ 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

Indexes r 

1935-39  =  100 

ALL  FOODS 

165.7 

145.6 

141.7 

140.9 

143.0 

97.8 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 
Meats  — 

126.1  122.1 
173.7  2/134.0 

109.1 
131  .-6 

109.1 

131.3 

107.6 
13  8.3 

94.9 

101.1 

93.4 

95.7 

Beef  &  veal 

175.2 

121.2 

118.5- 

118.5 

131,2 

109.4 

99.6 

Pork 

•150.3.  . 

.114.3  . 

112.7 

112.6 

125.5 

86.1 

88,0 . 

'  Lamb  - . . 

• 

171.6 

139.0 

136.0 

136.4 

141.6 

98.7 

98.8 

Chickens 

178-.2 

162.8 

156.2 

157,3 

147,6 

97.2 

94  •  6 

Fish,*  fresh  &r  canned 

235*.  2 

219.7 

217.3* 

217.8- 

200,5 

118.7 

99.6 

Dairy  products  • 

179.1 

147.8 

133.4 

133.4 

136.9 

105.1 

93.1 

Eggs 

161.0 

147,1 

157.2  ' 

171 .4 

142,1 

97.4 

90.7 

Fruits  ■&  vegetables 

188.4 

183.5 

1?L.8 

133.5 

190.8 

93.3 

92.4 

i'resh 

202.1 

196.7 

2Q6.7 

196.2 

205.8 

93.4 

92.8 

Canned 

130.9 

127.5 

130.2 

130.3 

131.1 

91,4 

'91.6 

Dried 

175.9 

172.5 

168.9 

168,6 

153.0 

99.6 

90.3 

Beverages 

126.0 

125.4 

124.7 

124.7 

124.5 

90,9 

94.9 

rats  &  oils 

137.9 

126.4 

124.0 

124,0 

126.3 

8O.3 

84.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

138.5 

136.2 

■  126j.  5 

*  ''  •  •!» 

126,6 

127.6 

95.3 

95.6 

..  ,\ 

Percent  Change  to  July  1946 

# 

ALL  FOODS ' 

* 

,  Cereals  &  bakery  products 

-  Meats 

*  Beef  &  veal  "  •  • 

-  Porjc 

Lamb 

Chickens 

.  1. 

...  PT  »■ 

mm  mm 

13.8 

'3.3 

2/29.6 

44.6 

16.9 

-15.6 

"32.0 

"47.8 

17.6 
15.6' 

31.6 
47.8 

15.9 

17.2 

25.6 

33.5 

69.4 

32,9 

71 . 8 
60.1  .  . 

77.2 

35.0 

8115 

75.9 

mm  mm 

31.5 

23.5 
9.5 

"  33.4 
26.2 
14.1 

33.5 

25.8 

13.3 

19.8 

21.2 

20.7 

74.6  . 

73.9 

83.3 

70.8 

72.7 

88.4 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

Dairy  products 

Eggs  ■ 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

Fresh 

Canned 

Dried 

Beverages 

Fats  &  oils 

Sugar  &  sweets 

... 

'  7.1 
21.2 

8.2 

34.3 

8.0 

34.3 

17.3 

30.8 

98.1 

70.4 

136.1 

92.4 

mm  mm 

9.4 

2.7 

2.7 

2,4 

-1.8 

*-  2.2 

-  6.1 

2,7 

3.0 

13.3  65.3 

-1.3  101.9 
-  1,8  116,4 

77.5 

103.9 

117.8 

-- 

2.7 

0.5 

0.5 

-  0.2 

43.2 

42.9 

mm  mm 

2.0 

0.5 

9.1 

1.7 

4.1 

1.0 

11.2 

9.5 

4.3 

1.0, 

11.2 

9.4 

11.3 

1.2 

9.2 

8.5 

76.6 

33.6 

71.7 
45.3 

94.8 

32.8 
63.2 

44.9 

*  oee  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2, 

1/  The  v.'ago  formulas  apply  to  Jan.  1,  1941.  Jan.  14,  1941  is  tho  noarost  data 

0/  u  Vrf  0n  r3tai1  Pricos  of  individual  fords  have  toon  computed* 

ZJ  Meat  indexes  for  June  based  cn  June  prices  for  33  cities,  rn  May  prices  for 
io  cities,  and  on  April  prices  for  5  cities. 

2/  Some  of  this  advance  may  have  occurred  between  mid -April  and  mid-June  when 
there  were. severe  shortages  and  it  was  necessary  to  hold  tho  meat  indexes 
unchanged  m  a  number  of  cities. 
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TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS *  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  * 

PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JULY  I9I46 

.  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 

,  » 

f 

*  •  V  .  ’  •  * 

\  •  «  . 

Juno 

July 

Aug® 

May 

Jan, 

Aug . 

191+6 

191+5 

1945 

1943 

191+1 

1939 

**  * 

Wage 

Month 

City 

Last 

Yoar 

"Hold 

Ba30 

Bof ore 

•  *  . 

•  Month 

Ago 

V-J 

tho 

Date 

War  in 

*  v . 

•  .  « 

■Lino  "  * 

* 

Europe 

<  4  , 

AVERAGE  , 

5.8 

9.0 

* 

9«o  . 

12.7 

39.9  . 

1+3.0 

Baltimore,  Md. 

5*3  • 

7.1+ 

7,7 

ii.i+ 

*  i 

1+1.8 

1+1+.7 

Birmingham,  Ala® 

5*0 

7.5 

7.0 

13 .9 

1+1.0 

1+5.5 

Boston,  Mas s. 

7.6  . 

9.4  ■ 

9.5 

12.5 

38*8 

1+1.7 

Buffalo,  N..  Y* 

5a  . 

7.8 

r-?  1-7 

1 .7  - 

8,2 

36.8 

1+1.5 

Chicago,  Ill,  .  . 

7.7  . 

9 17 

10.2  . 

13.3 

39.3  • 

1+2.9 

Cincinnati,.  Ohio 

5*9  . 

8.1 

* 

8,3  , 

13.1 

f  < 

.  i+0,6 

1+3 .9 

Clevoland,  Ohio  , 

5*9 

8.7 . 

8,8 

12.3 

1+0.9 

1+3.7 

Denver,  Colo, 

14.46 

7.8 

7.9 

10,0 

37.8 

39.8 

Detroit,  Mich, 

5.6 

io;a 

9.8 

lo,  2 

1+2.7 

46.3 

Houston,  Toxas  .  , 

1+.2  . 

6*7  * 

6.8  . 

9.3 

33.3 

35.1 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

5.3 

* 

V  7-0  . 

6.8 

11*3  r 

•  38*5 

38.2 

Los- Angoloo,-  Calif,  . 

1+0 

8,7 . 

8.3 

12.8 

,38.4  . 

1+1.2 

Minno apolis,  -Minn, 

6.9 

10,2  , 

10,3 

13a  . 

35*4 

30.2 

Now  York,  N,  Y, 

5.3 

10,0 

10^5 

15.7 

1+2.3 

1+5.2 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

5*6 

9.0  - 

9.0 

12.1 

4i.o 

43  •  0 

* 

Pittsburgh,  Pa,  „ 

5.9 

* 

•9.2  , 

9.6 

ll;,5  . 

«  * 

4l.o 

1+5.9 

St*  Louis,  Mo, 

^0  * 

9.8  . 

9.1+ 

12,5 

4  38.1- 

1+2.2 

S  an  -  Francisco-,  Calif, 

4J+ 

f 7  •  r» 

-  (•(  • 

8.6 

12.5 

.',14; 

1+1+.9 

Savannah,  Ga, 

5.8  - 

8.0 

7.5  • 

12,7. 

46.6 

1+917 

Soattlo,  Wash, 

i+.l 

7.5 

7.3 

10.1 

39.7 

1+2.2 

Washington, .  D,  C,  , 

4.9  ■ 

8,8  A 

8.8  . 

13.4  • 

60.4 

1+2.3 

*  Sog  general  explanation  of. tables 


on  page  2. 


TABLE  U  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  *  pafie  6 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  3Y  CITIES,  JULY  19/46  July  19/46 


(indoxos,  1935-39  «  100*0) 


City 

All 

I  to  ms 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Fuel, 

Electrioi 

fcy  &  Ico 

House - 
furnish- 
ings 

Miscel¬ 

lane¬ 

ous 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elec¬ 
tricity 

Other 
Fuo  Is 
&  Ice 

AVERAGE 

liAUO 

165.7 

157.9 

H3.3 

92,1 

133.7 

156.9 

127.8 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Ml  W» 

161.5 

mm  mm 

115.7 

82.8 

ll)6,0 

mm  m 

Baltimore,  Md* 

H42.S 

170.5 

1 62.6 

116.2 

96.5 

I32.2 

160.1 

125.6 

Birmingham,  Ala, 

143.3 

166.6 

154.5 

113.0 

79.6 

138.0 

153.5 

123.5 

Boston,  Mass, 

137.6 

161.9 

155.0 

'  121,2 

102  o3 

131.5 

150.0 

121.9 

Buffalo,  N.Y* 

•  « 

139.4 

157.9 

157.0 

114.9 

94.9 

132.7 

154.  1 

130.3 

Chicago,  Ill, 

1/41,0 

168.14 

151.8 

10l4,6 

03.5 

126.5 

147.0’ 

124.6 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

li|.0,0 

161.6 

154.0 

■  111.5 

90.e 

131.2 

153.5 

130.1 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

143.7 

171.3 

153.2 

117.2 

104.9 

129.1 

151.6 

127.9 

Denver,  Colo* 

137.8 

161.8 

150.3 

99.7 

77.3 

126.2 

172.1 

125.5 

Detroit,  Mich, 

lhh*l 

166.9 

15W; 

115.8 

8/4.1 

139.8 

16/4-.  6 

138.8 

Houston,  Texas 

136.0 

160.  k 

150.8 

88.7 

81.8 

107.2 

154.4 

126.8 

Indianapolis,  Ind, 

-- 

. 159.9 

. 117.0 

86.6 

134.8 

✓ 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

mm* 

' 170.6 

118,1 

92.8 

1I+0.1 

v  i 

mm  mm 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

136.3 

154.4 

149.7 

118.5 

95.3 

139.5 

150,2 

129.9 

Los  Angelos,  Calif, 

141.9 

171c2 

151*9 

,  92*5 

91o0 

99eQ 

150»9 

129.3 

Manch ester,  N»I1, 

— 

161,5 

— 

124.0 

96.1 

137.9 

mm 

Memphis,  Tenn, 

— 

174.6 

-- 

110,0 

77.0 

128.3 

mm  mm 

—  mm 

Milwaukee,  Wise, 

— 

167.4 

— 

'116.2 

93.6 

131.6 

mm  mm 

— 

Minneapolis,  Minn, 

137.8 

160,9 

157.7 

‘107.2 

78,9 

125.8 

152.8 

126.6 

Mobile,  Ala, 

— 

163.8 

-- 

106 , 1 

83.8 

124.2 

-MM. 

New  Or loans.  La, 

*  •  • 

— 

180,6 

mm  mm 

103.0 

77.1 

129.9 

mmmm 

New  York,  N*Y, 

143.7 

168.9 

172.7 

116.4 

95.2 

149,1 

154.5 

129.8 

Norfolk,  Va, 

— 

164.5 

mm  mm 

121,5 

94.9 

142.5 

mm  mm 

Philadelphia,  pa. 

139.9 

160.8 

♦ 

'155.9 

119.6 

92.5 

1/40,6 

150.7 

125.7 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

142.7 

167.6 

178.2 

115.8 

103.2 

137.4 

156.5 

123.3 

Portland,  Maine 

-160.8 

— 

118.6 

98.7 

128.7 

mm  mm 

Portland,  Oreg, 

•"  mm 

175.8 

— 

12U4 

88.0 

162.3 

mmmm 

mm  wm 

Richmond,  Va, 

— 

154.0 

m 

mm  mm 

111.7 

94.2 

122,4 

mmmm 

mm  CM 

St,  Louis,  Mo, 

139.5 

169.7 

154.8 

109.9 

97.2 

121.2 

135.4 

122.7 

San  Froncis co  Calif  , 

143.9 

172,1 

153.5 

86.1 

TUI 

ll/l.l 

132,2 

137.3 

Savannah,  Ga, 

143.7 

180.1' 

154.1 

113.8 

91.2 

127.5 

169.7 

132.9 

Scranton,  Pa, 

mm  Ml 

168.4 

mmml 

127.7 

91.8 

149.6 

Seattle,  Wash, 

1|2,6 

167.1 

153.4 

106.6 

83.9 

125.6 

152.4 

135.2 

Washington,  D,  C, 

L40.3 

I6I4..8 

176.9 

116,1 

9i4-.l1- 

130.5 

_ 

154.7 

132.9 

Soe  gonoral  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2, 
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TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS*  PHICE  INDEX  FOR  LANCE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  JUNE,  19146  TO  JULY,  I9I46 


All 

— . 

Fuel,  Electricity  &  Ice 

City 

Food 

Cloth- 

Total 

Gas  & 

Other 

House 

Misc. 

Items 

ir.g 

Elect- 

Fuels 

furnish- 

ricity 

&  Ice 

ings 

AVERAGE 

5.8 

13.8 

0.4 

2.5 

0,0 

4.1 

r-"5" 

1  0.5 

-oa 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

1/14.5 

mm. 

1.6 

0.0 

2.4 

mm 

Baltimore,  Md. 

5.3 

11.9 

0.7 

3.6 

0,0 

5.8 

-0.6 

-0,2 

Birmingham,  Ala, 

5.0 

12,8 

0.2 

oa 

0.0 

oa 

1.9 

-0.3 

Boston,  Mass, 

7.6 

b/17.3 

•  0.7 

2,5 

-oa 

3.6 

o,i+ 

-oa 

Buffalo,N,Y, 

5.1 

12.6 

0.5 

5.5 

0.0 

9.3 

0,5 

-0.5 

Chicago,  Ill, 

7.7 

2/47. 9 

-0,2 

1.9 

0.0 

3.1 

-0.5 

0.1 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

5.9 

14.3 

-0,1 

1.1 

0,0 

1.9 

1.8 

-0,2 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

5.9 

34.7 

0*6 

2,0 

0.0 

3.5 

0.3 

-0.2 

Denver,  Colo, 

4.6 

11.4 

•0,6 

1.4 

0<>0 

2.4 

oa 

0.2 

Detroit,  Mich 

5.6 

2/4,8 

0 

3.5 

0,0 

5.1 

0,2 

-0.3 

Houston,  Texas 

1+.2 

11.4 

0,8 

0 

0.0 

0 

0.1 

-0.3 

Indianapolis ,  Ind «, 

mm 

443.0 

mm 

3.7 

0,0 

5.2 

mm 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

m  m 

443.1 

mm 

0,3 

0,0 

oa 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

5*3 

2/4*5 

oa 

3  06 

0.0 

5*8 

oa 

-0.5 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

4.3 

10,6 

0.4 

0 

0.0 

0 

1.2 

-0.6 

Manchester,  N,  H» 

m  m 

11,8 

— 

1.6 

0,0 

2,2 

Memphis ,  Tenn, 

m 

13.7 

mm 

2.4 

0,0 

3.3 

mm  mm 

mm  ob 

Milwaukee,  Wise, 

mm 

16.0 

mm 

2.9 

“1.5 

5.2 

— 

— 

Minneapolis,  Minn, 

6.5 

17.0 

-0.2 

3*5 

OoO 

5.0 

-0,4 

0,2: 

Mobile,  Ala, 

1/9.3 

mm  ma 

04 

0,0 

0,7 

Ob  mm 

New  Orloans,  La, 

\ 

g/4.6 

— 

0,0 

0.0 

0,0 

mmm 

New  York,  N,Y, 

5.8 

343.2 

1.2 

2.5 

0.6 

4.4 

1.2 

0.1 

Norfolk,  Va, 

mm 

12,7 

1.2 

0.0 

1,8 

mo  mm 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

5.6 

12,1 

-0.1 

4.2 

0,0 

6.4 

i 

oa 

0,6 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

5.9 

13.9 

1.4 

1.5 

0.1 

3.2  ! 

0.8 

-0.2 

Portland,  Maine 

o»  m 

16,2 

«*  «B 

2.3 

-0,2 

<  * 

cs  mam 

Portland,  Oreg, 

-- 

11.0 

mm  am 

0.1 

oa 

oa 

oa  m 

Richmond,  Va, 

2/11.3 

— 

1.3 

0,0 

1.8 

mmm 

mm 

St,  Louis,  Mo, 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

6.3 

4.4 

15.1 

10.7 

0.1 

0,6 

1,1 

0,2 

OeO 

0,0 

1.9 

0,8 

0.4 

0.2 

-0.6 

-0,4 

Savannah,  Ga, 

5.8 

3/13.6 

-0,1 

1.2 

0,0 

1.6 

-1.5 

oa 

Scranton,  Pa, 

— 

216,9 

— 

6,4 

0,0 

9.0 

Seattle,  Wash, 

4. 1 

£40,2 

-0.3 

0.8 

0,0 

1.3 

0.4 

—0.4 

Washington,  D,  C, 

4.9 

13.3 

0.7 

3.5 

0.0 

5.3 

0.9  ! 

L 

-0.2 

u^uuidi  xjA.pxaaaoio.n  01  iacios  on  rage  R, 

1/  Seine  oi  this  advance  may  have  occurred  between  mid-April  arid  mid-Juno  wh. 

A.  ,  fnaoxos  wore  hold  unchanged  because  of  severe  shortages. 

w  homo  of  this  advance  may  have  occurred  botwoon  raid-May  and  mid -Juno  when 

mdoxos  wore  hold  unchanged  because  of  severe  shortages. 
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CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  -  AUGUST  !'?,  19U6 
Consumers’  Prices  Increased  1.9  Percent  Between  July  l£  and  August  1$ 


Completed  figures  on  the  consumers’  price  index  for 
August  ly  are  released  today.  Preliminary  figures 
were  released  on  September  10.  Following  is  the 
completed  record  for  the  middle  of  AugusW  u 

-  — . . . . . . •  r 


r.s 


octUW6 

id  services  important  in  the  purchases  of 
1  «9  percent  between^ ;aiVa  'mi d-August , 


r 

■H 


Retail  prices  of  goods  an 

mo  derate -in  come  city  families  rose  i«y  percent  oetwe^ 

according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor. ' 

On  August  15>,  19U6  the  consumers’  price  index  was  II4.3 «7  percent  of  the  193^-3 9 
average.  Higher  .prices  were  reported  for  all  major  groups  of  i terns  in  the 
amily  budget,  with  the  continued  rise  in  food  prices  the  principal  cause  of 
his  increase.  Food  prices  advanced  3*3  percent:  other  living  essentials  in¬ 
creased  0.7  percent  on  the  average.  Mid-August  retail  prices  were  7.8  percent 
higher  than  in  mid-June,  before  the.  withdrawal  of  subsidies  and  the  lapse  of' 

OPA  controls,  and  11.1  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago  on  V-J  Day.  When  these 
prices  were  obtained  the  Decontrol  Board  had  not  yet  taken  any  action  concern¬ 
ing  the  p: rices  for  meats,  dairy  products,  and  fats  and  oils. 

Food  costs  in,  large  cities  rose  3*3  percent  on  the  average  between  mid- 
July  and  mid-August  and  were  17.6  percent  higher  than  in  mid-June.  Prices  of 
fats  and  oils  averaged  i±3  percent  above  June  18  levels  and  meats,  most  of  which 
were  subsidized  before  July  1,  advanced  39  percent  during  this  two-month  period 
(see  note). 

Prices  for  all  foods  except  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  rose  6.1 
percent  between  mid-July  and  mid -August;  while  fresh  fruit  and  vegetables  — 
which  are  usually  lower  in  mid-summer  —  dropped  8.1  percent.  Between  July  and 
August  prices  for  fats  and  oils  jumped  yi  percent,  chiefly  because  of  a  6)4.  per¬ 
cent  rise  in  lard  prices.  Meats  were  in  good  supply  in  retail  stores  in  August 
and  prices  advanced  7.4  percent  over  July,  with  pork  rising  2L  percent  and  lamb 
10  percent.  Cereal  and  bakery  products  increased  7  percent,  reflecting 
higher  ceiling  prices  allowed  by  OPA;  eggs  continued  to  rise  seasonally. 
Seasonally  lower  prices  'were  reported  for  onions  (26  percent),  apples  (1)4  per¬ 
cent),  and  potatoes,  green  beans,  and  sweet  potatoes  10  percent  each. 


NOTE:  Price  changes  following  the  new  ceilings  on  meat  prices,  which  became 
effective  on  September  10,  will  be  reflected  in  the  September  index  if  meat 
supplies  are  large  enough  to  provide  an  adequate  sample  of  prices.  If  a  shortage 
of  meats  develops  again,  meat  prices  will  be  held  constant  in  the  index  in  those 
cities  where  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  an  adequate  number  of  price  quotations. 
This  is  the  same  procedure  that  was  used  in  May  and  June  when  the  usual  number 
of  meat  prices  was  not  available. 


LS  47-934 


(see  page  la) 
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C-] othinc  purees  r  ■. iss  +. « 3.  percent  between  July  and  tc  k-,us t ,  iuuinly 
because  of  higher "prices  for  cotton  clothing,  shoes,  shoe  repairs,  and  women ’ s 
coats.  Costs  01  housefumishings  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  increased 
0.3  and  0.9  percent,  respectively.  Sharp  price  advances  were  reported,  ior  cook 
stoves,  sheets,  wool  and  cotton  blankets,  tobacco  products  and  gasoline  m 

most  cities . 

Pate  reductions  in  early  August  lowered  the  average  cost  of  electricity 
to  consumers  in  New  York .  Fuel  oil  prices,  uncontrolled  after  June  30,  rose  in 
all  cities  as  supplies  were  short;  crude  oil  prices  advanced.  A  slig.it  rise 
in  coal  prices  resulted  from  a  July  1  freight  rate  increase. 

The  rent  index  rose  0*2  percent  from  June  1 $  to  August  1$  as  the 
f i^st  rental  surveys  since  the  temporary  lapse  of  0?A  controls  were  completed 
for  16  cities.  Residential  rents  in  the  16  cities  surveyed  this  period  rose 
0 .U  percent  on  the  average.  In  computing  the  total  rent . index  for  all  cities, 
rents  were  treated  as  unchanged  for  the  remaining  18  cities. 


The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  obtains  its  figures  on  rents  by 
asking  tenants  in  a  large  sample  of  homes  what  rent  they  pay.  The  samples 
represent  all  tenant  dwellings,  new  and  old,  small  and  large,  x  rom  nomes 

to  apartments.  These  rents  are  then  compared  with  those  reported  by  the  tenants 
for  the  same  dwellings  at  the  last  visit.  The  figures  therefore  represen u  rents 
paid  for  the  same  dwellings  and  the  same  services  from  one  time  to  another; 
they  do  not  take  into  account  rentals  for  newly  constructed  dwnlju ngs •  lae--- 
figures  do  not  reflect  changes  in  sales  prices  of  homes,  the  housing  costs 
the  worker  who  has  migrated,  nor  do  they  take  into  account  the  additional  cos -s 
of  the  ” extras”  or  premiums  charged  by  some  lanoio rds  when  uhey  lt:-n^  uo  ne.^ 
tenants.  The  figures  represent  average  changes  in  rents  for  tne  same  dwellings 
whose  tenants  have  not  had  to  pay  for  major  items  of  maintenance  or  repair 

out  of  their  own  pockets . 

Automobile s ,  radios,  sewing  and  washing  machines,  refrigerators  and 
vacuum  cleaners  are  now  being  priced  by  the  Bureau  and  will  be  reintrooucea  in 
the  consumers’  price  index  in  September  if  sufficient  price  quotations  aio 
available.  They  will  be  reintroduced  by  making  direct  comparisons  with 
prices  of  similar  goo 'is  in  December  191+1. 


( end) 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


*$&&'•'  The  ”ccxnsumers”  price  index  for  moderate-income  families  in  large  cities, 
f oriaer^y ^xr.own  as  the  ’’cost  of  living  index,”  measures  average  changes  in  retail 
prii.es  ci  selected  goods,  rents  end  services,  weighted  by  quantities  bought  by 
l:amij.\os  of  wage  earners  and  moderate -income  workers  in  large  cities  in  1934-36. 
The  items  priced  for  the  index  constituted  about  70  percent ’of  the  expenditures* of 
city  families  whose  income  average  $1524  in  1934-36. 

The  index  only  partially  shows  the  wartime  effects  of  changes  in  quality 
availability  of  consumer  goods,  etc.  The  President’s  G-em/ritteo  on  the  Cost  of 
Living  has  estimated  that  such  factors,  together  with  certain  others  not  fully 
measured  ~y  the  ins  mo,  would  add  a  maximum  of  3  to  4  points  to  the  index  for  large 
ci  ox3 &  between  January  1941  and  September  1941.  If  small  cities  wore  included  in 
-n.a  uional  average ,  another  lA.  point  would  be  added.  If  account  Is  also  taken 
of  continued  deterioration  of  quality  and  disappearance  of  low-priced  merchandise 
between  ^ep^emteer  1944  and  September  u94 5,  the  over-all  adjustment  for  the  period 
January  1941  to  September  1945  would  total  approximately  5  points.  Merchandise 
of  prewar .  quality  is  appearing  again  in  retail  stores  and  quantities  of  these  goods 
'  becom  mg  ^large  enough  to  price  regularly,  so  that  direct  comparisons  wjih  pre- 
y8"*  [  Ui-css  Ox  such  merchandise  arc  made  in  computing  the  consumers’  price  index. 

If  prices  ci  prewar  marchando se  for  most  articles  have  been  available  for  use  in 
ib a  index  by  the  end  of  1946,  as  now  seems  likely,  most  of  this  5  point  adjustment 
wil !  no  longer  be  applicable  at  that  time. 


Exp Is nation  of  Tables: 


cate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live 
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,  — - — »  January  1,  1941  is  the  base  date  for  determining  allow¬ 
able  cos-",  of  living”  wage  increased  under  the  "Little  Steel”  formula,  and  under 
bhe  wage-price  policy  of  February  1946.  January  1,  19Z1  indexes  in  Tables  1  and  3 
have  been  estimated  by  assuming  an  even  -  L  "  ’  "  ™  *  --  — -  • 

the  next  Tricing  date; 


:-ab:  of  change  from  December  15,  1940  to 


^  hpl-.Q " rFf -Line .  The  President’s  ’’hold -the -lino”  order  was  issued 
Aprxi  x9/+n.  xl*.e  peak  of  the  rise  which  led  to  this  order  war:  reached  in  May, 
wiiacn  is  therefore  used  for  this  comps  risen, 

L-Lli*  prices  are  coil  acted  monte.]  y  in  56  cities  during  the  first  .four  days 
of  the  week  which  includes  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.  Aggre¬ 
gate  costs  of  foods  in  each  city,  weighted  be  represent  food  purchases  of  families 
of  wage  earners  and  moderate-income  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United 
b^ates  vd oh  the  use  of  population  weights.  In  March  1943  the  number  of  cities  in¬ 
cludes.  in  the  food  index  was  increased  from  51  to  56,  and  the  number  cd  foods  from 
54  to  61. 

,  t  .  i sh inn s .  end  mi  scellaneous  goods  and  services 

arw. Oj rained  m  b4  large  cities  in  March.  June,  £ .;pteraber,  and  December.  In  inter¬ 
vening  months,  prices  are  collected  in,  21  of  the  34  cities  for  a  shorter  list  of 
goods  and  services , 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE -INCOME  FAMILIES 
FOR  IARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT . CHANGES 


Group 

Aug. 
1946  | 

July 

1946 

Aug . 

_  1945 

May 

.  .  1.943  

Jan. 

1941 

Aug, 

1939 

This 

Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

-Ago  - 

V-J 

"Hold 

the 

Line  " 

* 

Vis.  go 
Base 

Date 

* 

Month 

Before 

War  in 
Europe 

4 

»  1 

1 

Indexes.  1935-39  =  100,0 

ALL  ITEMS  1 

143.7 

141.0 

129.3 

125.1 

100,8 

98.6 

Food 

171.2 

165.7 

140 . 9 

143,0 

97.6 

93.5 

Clothing 

159.7 

157.9 

146.4 

127.9 

101.2 

100,3 

Rents 

103.7 

-- 

mm 

108.0 

105.0 

104.3 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

113.7 

113.3 

113.  .4 

107.6 

100.8 

97.5 

Gas  & ‘electricity 

91.8 

92.1 

95.2 

96.1 

97.5 

99.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

134,9 

133.7 

127.2 

118.7 

104.0 

96,3 

H  ou  s  0  f urni  s  hing  s  '• 

158.1 

156.9 

146.0 

125,1 

100.2 

100.6 

Mis cellane ous 

I  .  V* 

129.0 

127.8 

124.5 

115.3 

101.8 

3.00 ,4 

Percent  Change  to  August  1946 


AIL  ITEMS 

1.9. 

11,1 

14.9 

42,6 

45.7 

F  oed  1 

»  (* 

3.3 

21,5 

19.7 

75.4 

33.1 

Clothing 

-- 

1.1 

9.1 

24,9 

57.3 

59.2 

Rent 

-- 

1/  0.2 

— 

0,6 

3.5 

4.2 

-  Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

-- 

0.4 

2.1 

5.7 

12.3 

16,6 

Gas  &  electricity 

-- 

-0.3 

-3.6 

-4.5 

-5.8 

-7.3 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

0.9  ’ 

6.1 

13.6 

29.7 

40.1 

Housofurnishings 

M  «■» 

0.8 

8.3 

26.4 

57.3 

57.2 

Mis  cellane ous 

mm  mm 

0.9 

3.6 

11.9 

26.7 

23.5 

'*  See  general  explanation  of  • 

babies 

on  page  2. 

;l/  Percent  change . from  Juno  1946 . 
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TABLE  2  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED* 

FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BI  GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Aug.  13 

July  16 

Aug.  14 

May  .18 

' Jan. 14 

Aug. 15 

1946 

1946 

1945 

.  1943. 

1939 

Group 

r  Thir~ 

J  c  g-fc 

Soar 

"Held 

vfe  ge 

Month 

Month 

Me  nth 

Ago 

the 

Race 

Date  t  / 

*  ZJ 

Before 

V-J 

Line”* 

-  - 

War  in 
Eurono 

Indexes , 

1935-39 

=  100 

ALL  FOODS 

171.2 

165.7 

140.9 

143.0 

97.8 

93.5 

Cereals  1  bakery  products 

135,4 

126.1 

109.1 

107.6 

94.9 

93.4 

Meats 

186.6 

173.7 

131.3 

5.33.3 

101.1 

95.7 

Beef  1  veal 

.130.3 

175.2 

118.5 

131.2 

109.4 

99.6 

Pork 

132.4 

-LpO.  ; 

112.6 

125.5 

86.1 

88,0 

Lamb 

189.5 

171.6 

136.4 

141.6 

98.7 

9S.8 

Chickens 

175.2 

178.2 

157.3 

147.6 

97.2 

94.6 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

237.6  . 

2  ;5.2 

217.8 

200.5 

118.7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

130.1 

179.1 

T  T's  /. 

136.9 

105.1 

93.1 

Fggs 

17^  r. 

161.0 

171.4 

142.1 

97.4 

90.7 

Fruits  1  vegetables 

138.4 

183.5 

190.3 

93.3 

09  ! 

Fresh 

165.8 

G’J/v  «  J. 

196.2 

205.3 

93 .4 

92.3 

Canned  . 

14C.7 

t  0  r.  r, 

-O  C  .  V 

*!  -g/  r*> 

.3 

131.1 

91 .4 

91.6 

Dried 

ice .  0 

175.9 

16G.6 

158.0 

99.6 

90.3 

Beverages 

126.6 

126.0 

10/,  r7 
.1.  .  ( 

124.5 

90.9 

94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

130.3 

137.9 

1  ^  /  Pi 

x<i4  •  0 

126.3 

30.3 

4>4. 5 

Spgar  &  sweats 

140.3 

138.5 

*1 0  - 

i^c.  0 

127.6 

95.3 

95.6 

Percent 

Change  to  August  1946 

ALL  FOODS 

— 

3.3 

21. 5 

19.7 

75.1 

83.1 

C.e reals  1  bakery  products 

,  • 

7.4 

24.1 

25.8 

42.7 

45.0 

Meats 

■  -- 

7.4 

43  .6 

34.9 

o4- .  0 

95.0 

/  Bo  ,f  1  veal 

2.9 

/■*  #-s 

37.4 

64.3 

81,0 

Pork 

«r  «M 

21.4 

<0  r> 

0*4  *  L. 

45.3 

111,8 

107.3 

Lamb 

— 

10.4 

S3  0 

3  3.8 

92.0 

91.8 

Chickens 

-- 

-1.7 

11,4 

18.7 

80.2 

35.2 

Fish,  fresh  1  canned 

1.0 

9.1 

18.5 

100.2 

138.6 

Dairy  products 

C.6 

35.0 

31.6 

m  / 

/J- 

93.4 

3ggs 

— 

7.3 

1.3 

22.2 

78.2 

91.4 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

-- 

-5.4 

-2.3 

-6.6 

91.1 

93.0 

Fresh 

-- 

-8.1 

-5.3 

-9.7 

98.9 

100.2 

Canned 

— 

7.5 

3.0 

7.3 

Q 

•  ✓ 

53.6 

Dried 

mm 

4.0 

3.5 

15.3 

83.7 

102.7 

Beverages 

— 

0.5 

1.5 

1.7 

39.3 

33.4 

Fats  &  oils 

-- 

30.7 

45.4 

42.8 

124.5 

113.4 

Sugar  &  sweets 

—  “* 

1.3 

10.3 

10.0 

47.2 

46 . 8 

general  explanation  of  tabl 
v/ago  formulas  apply  to  Jan. 
which  data  on  retail  prices 


as  on  page  2. 

1,  1941,  Jan.  14,  19/1  is  the 
of  individual  foods  nave  been 


nearest 

computed 


date 
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TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS.1  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  AUGUST  1946 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES ,  BY  CITIES 


City 

July 

1946 

Aug. 

1  0/  C. 

May 

1943 

Jan. 

1941 

Aug. 

1939 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ap;o 

V-J 

"Hold 

the 

Line"* 

Wage 
Base  . 
Dote  * 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

AVERAGE 

1,9 

11.1 

14.9 

42.6 

45.7 

Bal timoro ,  Md • 

2.5 

10.3 

14.1 

45.3 

43.2 

3  i  rmi  ngba  m ,  A  la . 

3.7 

11.0 

1S.1 

46.3 

50.9 

Poston,  Hass. 

1.7 

11.3 

14.4 

41.2 

44.1 

Buffalo,  -N.  Y. 

1.8 

9.7 

10.2 

39.3 

44.1 

Chicago,  Ill. 

1.8 

12.3 

15.3 

41.9 

45.5 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

2.0 

10.4 

15.3 

43.4 

46.3 

Cl  ova land ,  Ohi 0 

0  p 

11.1 

14.7 

43.9 

46  •  8 

Denver,  Colo. 

1  *  ' 

-L  •  ^ 

9.5 

12.4 

39.3 

41.3 

Detroit,  Mich. 

0.8 

10.7 

14.1 

43.3 

47.4 

Houston,  Tex. 

2.3 

9.7 

12.4 

on  0 

3  t  .1 

33.8 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

2.9 

9.9 

14.4 

42.5 

42.2 

Los  Angelos ,  Calif, 

1.5 

9.9 

14.5 

40.5 

43.3 

M inno  a  p  ol i s ,  Minn , 

0.9 

11.4 

14.2 

36.6 

39.5 

Nov/  York,  N,  Y. 

l.l 

11.3 

17.0 

43.9 

46.3 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

2.6 

11.8 

15.0 

44.7 

45.7 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

2.0 

11.8 

15.6 

43.9 

43.0 

St,  Louis,  Mo, 

2.0 

11.6 

14.8 

40.9 

45.1 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

2.3 

11.1 

14 . 9 

44 . 6 

43. 2 

Savannah,  Ga. 

2.5 

10.2 

k  ^ 

50.3 

53.5 

Seattle,  Nash. 

1,1 

3.4 

11.3 

41.1 

43.7 

Washington,  D.  C. 

1  1.3 

1  • 

10.2 

14.9 

/  O  Q 
#  aL 

44.1 

1 

! 


*  See  gs.no ral  explanation  of  tables  on  bags  2. 
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August  1946  * 


TABLE 


4  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY 


INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
CITIES,  AUGUST  1946 


(1935-39  =  100.0) 


1 

jFi iel .  E le c  tri  ci  tv 

ft  Ice 

All 

Food. 

J 

Cloth- 

! 

1 

Gas  ft 

Other 

House- 

.liiscel 

City 

Items 

ing 

Rent 

Total 

Elec- 

Fuels 

furnish- 

lane- 

trinity 

ft  Ice 

inps 

ous 

AVERAGE 

143.7 

171.2 

159.7 

108.7 

113.7 

Cl  £ 

7+  •  0 

134.9 

153.1 

129.0 

Atlanta,  Ga, 

-- 

174.1 

— 

w‘  1 

115.8 

32. 9 

146.0 

- .. 

mm  mm 

Baltin  ore,  L'ld, 

146.3 

173.0 

164.1 

106.9 

115.4 

96.5 

132.4 

3.64,2 

127,1 

Birmingham ,  Ala . 

148. 6 

180.8 

155.2 

122.6 

113.01 

79.6 

133.0 

154.0 

128.3 

Boston,  Mass. 

139.9 

165.2 

157.9 

105.4 

124 . 0 1 

1 02  «  4  j 

135.6 

151.7 

124.3 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

141.9 

182.8 

loO.O 

115.2  i 

114.9 

94.9 

132.7 

155.4 

132.0 

Chicago,  Ill. 

143.6 

174.0 

153.0 

—  i 

105.7 

83.5 

128.8 

147.7 

125.8 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

142.5 

168.6 

154.3 

1C6.4. 

112.1 

90.8 

132.4 

153.4 

130.4 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

145.8 

178.6 

154.2 

116.1 

117.2 

104.9 

129.1 

152.6 

129.2 

Denver,  Colo. 

139.8 

166.3 

14c?.5 

110.6 

99.7 

77.3 

126.2 

176.1 

126.6 

Detroit,  Mich, 

145.2 

168.5 

155.1 

115.9 

.116 . 5 

84.1 

141 . 0 

165.0 

139.9 

Houston,  Texas 

139.8. 

168.8 

152,9 

111.3 

88.6 

81.8 

106.7 

156.7 

128.0 

I nd i a  na  polls,  I nd . 

170. 3 

— 

<rm  mot 

117.0 

86.6 

134.8 

-- 

— 

Jacks onvil le ,  Fla • 

mm  mm 

181.5 

.  _  _ 

118.2 

no  0 

7  -;#o 

140.2 

•»  — 

•»  mm 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

140.2 

164.3 

151.2 

wm  tm 

113.5 

95.3 

139.5 

151.9 

131.3 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

144.0 

175.1 

154.1 

•  i 

92.5 

91.0 

99.8 

151.5 

130.5 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

-- 

168.7 

— m  mm 

— 

128.0 

96.2 

143.8 

— 

— 

Memphi s ,  To nn . 

187.5 

mm  mm 

110.1 

77.0 

128,5 

mm  mm 

-- 

Milwaukee ,  Wise. 

-- 

163.3 

-- 

-- 

115.9 

93 . 6 

131.1 

— 

— 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

139.1 

163.3 

159.0 

111.0 

107.6 

r/0  n 

•  7 

126.4 

155.3 

127.3 

Mobile,  Ala. 

“  “ 

175.5 

-- 

-  - 

106.1 

rtq  •-> 

op .  0 

124.1 

— 

— 

New  Orleans,-  La. 

188.8 

-- 

— 

103.0 

f  7.1 

130.1 

— 

New  York,  N,  Y. 

145.3 

171.0 

176.2 

— 

115.8 

O  '>  £ 

.7..-  .  O 

149.8 

155.4 

131 . 5 

Norfolk,  Va. 

173.6 

-- 

— 

121.5 

04,9 

142 . 5 

-- 

-- 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

143.5 

169.2 

156.4 

107.3 

119.8 

92.5 

140.6 

160.0 

126.5 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

145.6 

| 174.0 

179.8 

115.9 

103.2 

137.6 

158.0 

124.9 

Portland,,  Maine 

166.5 

mm  mm 

— 

121.4 

99.2 

132.6 

— 

-- 

Portland,  Oreg, 

•—  mm 

132.1 

— 

122.2 

87.9 

164.2 

— 

-- 

Richmond ,  Va. 

1 

164.1 

— 

— 

111.7 

94.2 

3  22.4 

f.  — 

— 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

1 142.3 

175.5 

156.0 

106.2 

110.3 

9^.2 

121.9 

■  138.2 

124.1 

San  F ranci  3  c  0 ,  Cali f . 

147.2 

| 130.6 

1 

153.8- 

106.7 

1/32.3 

3/2.7 

114.9 

l  -'->2.4 

138.0 

Savannah,  Ga. 

152.4 

j 187 . 2 

158.4 

115.5 

117.6 

91.2 

133 . 5 

1 

171.2 

133.7 

Scranton,  Pa. 

-- 

171.2 

-- 

127.7 

91.3 

149.6 

on  mm 

Seattle,  Wash. 

1  /  /  T 

j-4| ,L\.  .  X 

j 170.0 
(169.9 

i 

154.7 

112.1 

107.8 

83 . 9 

127.7 

153.2 

135.9 

Washington,  D.  C. 

142.1 

177.8 

i — . - . 

116.5 

9/  /. 

/S'  •  *-r 

f 

» 

1  m  0 

•jL.  /  R—  0 

155.4 

133.4 

i 

1/ 


See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  Page  2. 
This  index  reflects  a  correction  Bor  a  pas  ra 


be 


change  not  previously  shown. 
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TAPLE  5  “^CONoUB.ERS  *  PAIGE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  Cl  TIE, 

FROM  JULY  1946  TO  AUGUST  1946 


'ES 


City 


AVERAGE 

Atlanta,  Ga. 
Baltimore ,  I, Id . 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Chicago,  Ill. 

Cincinnati ,  Ohi c 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Texas 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Jacks onvillo ,  Fla . 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Manchester,  N.  H. 
Memphis,  Tern. 
Milwaukee ,  Fisc. 


Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Mobile,  Ala. 

Nev;  0  r  1 0  a  n  s ,  la . 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Portland,  Maine 
Portland,  Oreg. 
Richmond,  Va. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

San  Francisco, Calif . 

Savannah,  Ga. 
Scranton,  Pa. 
Seattle,  Fash. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


All 

1 

jFuel,  Electricitv  &  T  r.n 

— 

1 

l 

Food 

!  Cloth 

i 

j 

i  Gas  & 

Other 

House 

Misc 

•L  uems 

mg 

I  Total 

4 . 

j  Elec- 
1 tricit\ 

Fuels 
r  Sc  Ice 

furnish 

inj?s 

*< 

~i  Q 

— -  •  7 

3.3 

1.1 

2/0.2 

0.4 

j - 

j  -0.3 

0.9 

1  - 

0.3 

0.9 

—  — 

7.8 

— 

C.l 

0.1 

0 

i 

0  £ 

«  J 

3.  ( 

4.4 

8.5 

0.9 

C.5 

1/0.3 

2/0.1 

0.2 

0 

0 

0 

0*2 

0 

2.o 

0.3 

1.2 
j  0  2 

1 . 7 
1.3 

2.0 

3.1 

1.9 

1.9 

1/0.2 
2/  0 

2.3 

0 

0.1 

0 

3.1 

0 

1.1 

0.3 

2.0 

3. .  8 

3.3 

0.3 

M 

1.1 

0 

j 

1.3 

0.5 

-1-  •  Y 

1.0 

2.0 

2.2 

1.5 

0.3 

4.3 

4.3 

2.3 
1.0 

0.2 

0.7 

-0.5 

0.5 

1/0.3 

1/0.3 

2/0.3 

2/0.6 

0. 5 

0 

y 

0 

0.6 

1 

!  n 

0 

0 

0 

0.9 

0 

0 

0.9 

I 

'  -0.1 
0.7 

9  Q 

y-  .  .  > 
0.2 

0.2 

•1.0 

0.9 

0  3 

2.8 

5.2 

rk 

1  / 

i/0.9 

-0.1 

0 

-0.5 

1.5 

0.9 

'  2  .  O 

•  0 

0 

0 

-- 

— 

0  0 

£  t 

-  •  '-4. 

A  } 

— 

C.l 

0 

r»  *1 

«  ~L 

•»  — . 

<—  «  / 

1 . 5 

v->  *44* 

2.3 

4.5 

n  / 

.1.  •  0 

1  / 

2/0.4 

[ 

0 

0 

3.2 

0 

0 

0.1 

0 

0 

4.3 

I  1 

•  -i- 

0  / 

V  •*T 

1.1 

0.9 

/  .4 

••  «•* 

—  — 

0.1 

0 

0.2 

0.5 

! 

w 

-0.3 

0 

-0.4 

-- 

— 

O 

•  I 

O  1 

1.5 

7.1 

0.3 

1/0.4 

r*'  t 

^•4 

0 

0 

0 

0.5 

-0.1 

1.6 

0.6 

1.1 

4.5  1 

1.2  j 

ry  $ 

!  j 

2.0 

t 

tmrn  mm 

0 

“°‘5 

0 

0 

-1 . 5 

0 

0.2 

0.5 

n 

0.6 

1*3 

2.6 

5.2 

0.3 

1/0.1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

V.- 

0 

0.3 

0.6 

2.0 

3.3 

0.9 

i 

. “■* 

0.1  j 

0 

0.1 

1.0 

1.3 

j .  5 

—  — 

— - 

2.4 

0.5 

3.0 

3  #6 
/  / 

—  — 

0.7 

-0.1 

1.2  ! 

__ 

2.0 

2.3 

a.  ) 

3.4 

4.9 

0.3 

0.2 

i/b.i 

1/0.3  . 

0 

0.4 

2^4.4 

0 

0 

Y-6.4 

0 

0.6 

0.7  j 

2.1 

0.2 

1.1 

0.5 

2.5 

1.1  | 

3.9 

t  0 

•  i 

1.7 

O  rS 

<c#C 

o.s  : 

2/  0 

go.  2 

a  9  ! 

0 

1.1 

0 

0  i 
0  1 

» 

4.7 

0 

1.7 

0.9 

0.5 

0.6 

0.5 

1.2  j 

| 

3  •  j- 

j 

0.5 

j 

1 

r 

/  1 

0.3 

1 

0  < 

1 

0.5 

0.5 

3.4 

bee  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  PasA  2. 

1/  Percent  change  from  March  1946. 

£/  Percent  change  from  June  1946. 

*  shownf Cr3aSS  rSEUltS  £rm  8  Erroction  for  a  cas  rate  charge  not  previously 
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• 

•*  1 
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, 

52  9 


33  f 
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U.s.  DmiRBJEIiT  OF  LA. BOR 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 

Washington  25,  D.  C.  ,,  V-M  ; 
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CONSUMERS 1  PRICE  iRDEX  -  SEPl’EL^ER  15  igL6 

.  w  fX  p  i  1946 

Consumers*  Prices  Rose  1.2  Percent  between  August"'  15  and  September  15 


UfUVERSUl  of 


Pi  elim inary  figures  were  released  on 
October  20.  Ihe  complete  report  for 
mid-September  is  given  below" 


contributed  to  the  rise.  On  September  10  l'Av+A  ’  V  JOr  :;roups 
Tic  r\  oepuemoer  l^o  the  consumers,*  price  index  was 

Pfrcent.°?  th’e  1955‘39  average,  and  h.8  percent  above  the  level  of  of  ices 
dt  the  beginning  of  the  war  in  August  1939.  1  prices 

Consumers*  prices  in  mid-September  were  13.2  percent  higher  than  a 
?Sc  !L‘f  ‘’r.1Ch  f  Pring  e3senti£ls  advanced  1.0  percent  between  September 
PI  f"h  **  ^191*6,  and  9-5  percent 

me  ra^llly  food .  bill  for  all  foods  except  meats  increased  2.2  percent 
,  o  -he  average  between  mid-August  and  mid-September.  It  was  impossible  in  mid- 

tTrltn  !°  :btEin  SUpi0ient  potations  to  compute  a  reliable' measure  of  change 
fin  a  Lw  L+-  PP°e“  bec®use  0i  the  severe  shortage  of  all  moats  except  lamb 
(m  a  ,ev  cities)  ana  poultry  and  fish.  In  order  to  meet  the  great-  demands  for 
overall  price  indexes  for  September,  August  prices  for ‘beef,  veal,  and  porP  were 
Used  computing  the  indexes,  l/  On  this  basis,  the  average  advance  in  retail 

mid-September”  Tbf  °Stimated  at  U7  percent  between  mid-August  and 

mid  September.  The  retail  food -price  indei  would  Have  dropped' 5- percent  if 

consumers  had  been  able  to  buy  beef,  veal,  lamb,  and  pork  at  the  0^  ceil  its 

index  wo, H  T  ?  101*  If  ^is  had  happened,  the  total  consumers'  price 

index  would  have  declined  about  %  percent  instead  of  advancing  1.2  percent. 

Bemveen  mid-August  and  mid-September  beverage  prices  rose  28  percent 
reflecting  adjustments  to  new  OPa  ceiling  prices  for  coffee.  Err  prices  advanced 
11  percent,  and  canned  fruits  and  vegetables  averaged  6  percent  higher  as  new 
L  °  plneaPple  and  tomatoes  at -higher  ceilings  became  available.  Fresh 

o'  “  ,  7ef  ac  e  prloes  dropped  further  by  2.5  percent  after  having  fallen 

8  ercent  oeteeen  mid-July  and  mid-August.  Prices  of  fats  and  oils  delined 

September!  ^  ^  reStoration  of  flings  by  the  Decontrol  Board  in  early 


T/  Iras  is  the  some  type  of  procedure  used  during  Hay  and  June  when  the  meat - 

ataLin  n*t  also  severe.  August  meat  prices  will  be  used  in  the  index 

h“L  ’  r°!9bel\  f  Sn  ade<l«ale  number  of  price  quotations  were  not  obtained 
between  October  li|  and  October  18.  If  supplies  are  large  enough  to  provide 

an  adequate  sample  of  prices  in  November,  the  November  index  will  reflect 

tuLsrnfmidT36  ,thSt  Hmu  °C0,Jrr0d  “  the  price  of  raeat  mid- 

to  r  -U  *  ’  ,  ^  ar®  n°  fiEures  to  describe  what  happened 

o  retail  meat  prices  in  the  intervening  period. 


Fage  2 

September  1946 


Clothing  prices  advanced  2.9  percent  during  the  month  --  the  largest 


monthly  increase  since  early  1942.  Higher  prices  wore  reported  for  nearly  all 
clothing  and  shoes,  with  cotton  garments  including  work  clothing,  shorts,  and 
business  shirts  advancing  sharply.  In  many  cities  men’s  overcoats  and  heavy 
knit  underwear,  and  women’s  coats  and  other  wool  clothing  retailed  at  generally 
higher  levels  as  fall  lines  came  into  stores* 


Fuel,  electricity  and  ice  costs  increased  0*7  percent  on  the  average 


as  higher  prices  for  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  offset  a  reduction  in  the 
average  cost  of  electricity  to  consumers  in  Kansas  City. 


The  rent  index  rose  0,1  percent  between  August  15  and  September  15* 


Residential  rents  in  the  18  cities  surveyed  in  September  were  0,1  percent  higher 
than  in  June. 


Housefurnishings  prices  advanced  2.5  percent  over  the  month  as  prices 


for  cook  stoves,  living  room  and  bedroom  sots,  and  sheets  and  towels  increased. 
Miscellaneous  goods  and  services  costs  rose  0.6  percent  because  of  higher  prices 
for  household  cleaning  supplies,  gasoline,  and  some  medical  services. 


Automobiles  and  a  number  of  household  durable  goods  which  had  been 


eliminated  from  the  index  during  the  war,  such  as  sewing  and  washing  machines, 
refrigerators  and  vacuum  cleaners,  were  reintroduced  into  the  index  in  September. 
These  reintroductions  and  the  return  of  gasoline  and  motor  oil  to  their  full 
pre-war  consumption  patterns  have  caused  the  September  indexes  for  the  house¬ 
furnishings  and  miscellaneous  groups  to  be  5*5  $nd  8*1  percent  higher  than  the 
August  indexes,  (See  technical  notes.) 


Page  5 

September s 


TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE-INCOME  FAMILIES 
i*OR  LARGE  CITIES  •  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES.  BY  GROUPS 

INDEXES ' AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


1946 


Gr©up 


Sept, 

15*16 

Aug. 

191(6 

Sept. 

1915 

Aug. 

1915 

May 

19l3 

Jan. 

191(1 

Aug. 

1939 

This 

Month 

■  Last 

Month 

- - - 

Year  - 
Ago 

- - — . — _ 

V-J 

"Hold 

the 

Line 

Wage 

Base 

Date 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Eur  ope 

ALL  ITEMS, 

■  F©od 

Clothing 

Rent 

.Fuel,  electricity  '&  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
Heusefurnishings 
Mi  s  c  e  1 1  ane  ous 


.  * 

ALL  ITEMS 
F©od 
Clothing, 

Rent 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
House furnishings 
Miscellaneous 


Indexes,  1 935-39  =  100.  Q 


11)5.9 

R.lll.l 

128.9 

129.3 

125.1 

100.8 

98.6 

171).  1 

171,2 

139.1) 

140.9 

11)3.0 

97,6 

93.5 

165.9 

R  161.2 

11)8.2 

146,4 

127.9 

101c  2 

100,3 

108.8 

■108.7 

108.3 

— 

108.0 

105.0 

104.3 

Ii4 .4 
91.7 

113.7 

91.8 

110.7 

■95.2 

111.1; 

95.2 

107.6 

96.1 

100.8 

97.5 

97.5 

99.0 

136.5 

R  135.0 

125.7 

127.2 

118,7 

io4.o 

96.3 

165.6 

R  160,0 

146.8 

ll)6.0 

125.1 

100,2 

ibo.6 

129.9 

R  129.8 

121;.  6 

121).  5 

115.3 

101.8 

100.4 

Percent 

Change  t©  September  1946 

— 

1/  1.2 

13,2 

12,8 

16.6 

hh.7 

48.o 

•  1,7 

21). 9 

23.6 

21.7 

78,1; 

86.2 

2*9 

11.9 

13.3 

29.7 

63.9 

65.4 

oa 

0.5 

— 

0,7 

3.6 

4.3 

w»  *■ 

1/  0.6 

3,3 

2.7 

6,3 

13.5 

17.3 

■—  i 

■"0,1 

-3.7 

-3.7 

-4.6 

-5.9 

-7.4 

i/  i.i 

8.6 

7?3 

15.0 

31. *2 

1)1.7 

r*— 

1/  3.5 

12.8 

13.1) 

32.1; 

65.3 

64,6 

N. 

1/  0.1 

4.3 

4.3 

12.7 

27.6 

2  9.1; 

*  See  general  explanation,  of  tables  on  pa-ge  2. 

~  anrtC^hSeh0haKSr f °f,  'thoSe  gTOds  and  services  in  the  index  between  August 
■  and  September  beicre  the  reintroduction- of  consumers'  durable  goods:  all 

items  1.3  percent;,  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  0.7  percent;  other  fuRs '  and 

.1  percent;  housed urnishings  2.5  percent;  and  miscellaneous  0.6  percent. 

R  —  Revised 
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TABLE  2  -  RETAIL  FOOD  FRICES  IN  LARGE  C  inB$**CCK&2 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES ,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Page  6 

■*  September  19lt6 


Group 


j  Sept. 17 

.19146 


ALL  FOODS 

Cereals  &  Bakery  products 
Meats 

Beef''&  veal 
Pork 
Lamb 
Chickens 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 
Dairy  preducts 
Eggs 

Fruits  4  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 

Sugar  &  sweets  j 

ALL  FOODS 

Cereals  4  bakery  products 
Meats 

Beef  &  veal 

Pork 

Lamb 

Chickens  ; 

Fish,  fresh  4  canned 
Dairy  products 
Eggs 

Fruits  4  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  4  oils 
Sugar  4  sweets 


Aug.  13 

1946 

Sept.  14’ 

i945 

Aug.  14 

1945 

May  18 

194 3 

Jan.  l4 

1941 

!  Last 
Month 

Year 

Ago 

V-J 

’’Hold 

the 

Line  w* 

Wage 
Base 
Date 
*  2/ 

This 

Month 

1/ 


Indexes,  1935  *■; 


100 


T747I . 

T7i;a 

“TM 

137.3 

135.4 

109.1 

I  3438.5 

166.6 

131.6 

3/180.3 

180.3 

11S.4 

3/182.4 

182.4 

112.6 

1/ 187.5 

189.5 

136.4 

192.8 

175.2 

155.9 

237.8 

•237.6 

219.8 

186.6 

180.1 

133.4 

193.3 

173.6 

183.9 

176.4 

178.3 

172.5 

161.1 

I85.8 

182.3 

148,7 

■140.7 

130.4 

185.6 

I63.O 

168.8 

162.0 

126.6 

124.7 

151.4 

180.3 

I24cl 

141.5 

140.3 

126.5 

Percent 

Change 

to  Sept 

140.9 

109.1 

13^8 

118.$ 

112.6 

136.4 

157.3 
217.6 
133-4 

171.4 

183.5 

196.2 

130.3 

168.6 
124.7 
124.0 
126.6 


143*0 

107.6 

138.3 

131.2 
125*5 

141.6 

14?  .6 

200.5 

136.9 

l42cl 

190.8 

205.8 

13ia 

153.0 

124-5 

126.3 

127.6 


97.8 

94.9 
101.1 

109.4 

86a 

98.7 

97.2 
118. 7 
105  a 

97  *4 

93.3 

93.4 

91.4 
99*6 
80*3 
80.3 
95.3 


17,  1946 


1*4 
3/  1.0 
3/  0 
V  0 
y-ia 

~  10.0 
.  o.i 
3.6 

11.3 

-la 

-2.5 

•  5.7 
1.4 
28.0 
-16.0 
0.9 


Aug. 

1939 

Month  t 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 


93.5 

93.1+ 

95 .7 

99.6 

88.0 

98.8 

94-6 

99.6 
93.1 

90.7 
92.1+ 

92.8 

91.6 
90.3 
94-9 
84-5 

95.6 


"24.9 

“23.6 

21.7 

78.0 

86.2 

25.8 

25.8 

27.6 

44.7 

47.0 

43.2 

43.0 

36.3 

86„4 

97.0 

52.3 

52,2 

37.4 . 

64*8 

81.0 

62.0 

62*0 

45.3"" 

111.8 

107.3 

37^5 

37.5 

32.4 

90.0 

89.8 

23.7 

22,6 

30.6 

98.4 

103.8 

6.2 

9.2 

18.6  ■ 

100.3 

138.8 

39.9 

39-9 

36.3 

•  77*5 

100.4 

5-1 

12.8 

36.0 

98.5 

113-1 

2.5 

-3-9 

-7.5- 

■99a 

90.9 

-0.7 

-7.7 

-12.0 

93.9 

95-2 

14.0 

14a 

13.4 

62.7 

62.3 

10.0 

-10  a' 

17.5 

86.3 

105.5 

29.9 

29.9 

30a 

78*2 

70.7 

22.0 

22,1 

19.9  ' 

88.5 

79-2 

11.9 

11.8 

10.9 

48.5  ' 

48.0 

Preliminary.  -  — _ _ 

-7  whLhT/™1^  a?Ply.t0  Jaa-  19hU  Ja**  p94l  is  the  nearest  date  for 

which  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  been  computed, 

-  ulsufPl^lent  luctations  in  Sept.,  prices  of  beef,  veal,  and  pork  in 

Lei  f,  h’  1  °f  lamb  in  ^  oities  811(1  of  lamb  r ib  chops.- in  46  cities, 

-  held  unchanged  from  August  levels  in  computing  indexes. 


^  on  page  2. 


TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  SEPTEMBER  I9J46 
FROJI  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


Page  7 

S opt  ember  194-6 


WITH  RE IHTRODU  C T  IONS  1/ 


City 


AVERAGE 

Atlanta,  Ga. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass, 
Buffalo*  N.  Y, 
Chicago,  ill, 

Cincinnati,'  Ohio 
' Cleveland,  Ohio 
'Denver,  Colo, 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Tex. 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Kansas  City,  Mo, 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 
Manchester,  N.  H. 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
Milwaukee,  wis, 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Mobile,  Ala. 

New  Orleans,  La. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Pittsburgh,  pa. 
Portland,  Maine 
Portland,  Or eg, 
Richmond,  Va'. 

St.  Louis,  Mo, 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Savannah,  Ga. 
Scranton,  pa. 

Seattle,  Wash, 
Washington,  p,  c. 


♦see^ra!  explanation.  - • - - - — - 1 — _ li__ 

tedeSsMith^dfus-tlelts  -foNreintrodS  0  m5uted  usinS  the  September  191+6 
y  Percentage  changes  given  L  L.  .  P"  ??  con~s'  durable  goods.  4 


Without 
Re  intro- 


Aug. 

1939 

AUg. 

1946 

Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

Last 

Month 

46.0 

1.3 

49.5 

50.1 

0.8 

49.3 

-0.1+ 

i+5.8. 

1.1 

1+7.1 

1.4 

1)8.0 

1.4 

1+9.4 

1-.3 

47.6 

0.5 

44-3 

1.6 

48.8 

0.8 

-41.8 

1.6 

49.1 

-52.5 

43.1 

0.6 

44.8  ■ 

1.0 

50.3 

49.5 

— 

47.2 

_ 

1+2.8 

2.2 

47.3 

54.3 

30.9 

2.6 

32.1 

49.3 

1.5 

49.8 

1.3 

l+5e6 

cm 

50.7 

a. 

42.7 

— 

45.7 

0.6 

52.0 

2.2 

54.9 

1.2 

32.3 

— 

47.5 

2.1 

47.1 

1.8 

w  P  i  o  ^ ^  uo  i  ui  rtJiji  upOC 

-  lejtember  Galore  "the  2LSW  «-  serhcfes'inlhe  index 

goods .  .  .  x  oeioie  the  reintroduction  of  consumers 'durable 
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September  1966 

TABLE  U  -  CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS ,  BY  CITIES, 

JULY,  AUGUST,  AND  SEPTEMBER  1/  1966 

{ No te :  Some  indexes  for  September  and  August  revised) 

( 1935-39  “  100.0) 


All 

Items 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

- - 

UxlsJ.  1  i.xtVI  U  r.  'LY 

Fuel,  Elect.  &  "Ice 

-1 — - - 

City 

Food 

Rent 

Total 

Gas  & 

Elect- 

Other 

Fuel 

House- 

furnish- 

Mi  seel 
lane on 

r icity 

&  Ice 

ings 

AVERAGE 

July 

August 

September 

H+1.2 

ll(4*l 

145*9 

165.7 
171.2 
174 1 

158.7 
.  161.2 
165.9 

108.7 

108,8 

113.3 

U3.7 

116.6 

92.1 

91.8 

91.7 

133.8 

133.0 

136.5 

157.9 

160.0 

I65.6 

128,2 

129.5 

129.9 

Atlanta 

July 

August 

September 

Baltimore 

1/4-6. 5 

161.5 

174.1 

1724 

162.6 

107.7 

115*7 

115.8 

116.3- 

82.8 

82.9 

82.9 

I/46 , 0 

160 ,0 

147.0 

a. 

165.6  - 

mm 

137.1 

July 

August 

September 

Birmingham 

43.2 

fel 

170.5 
■  ±78.0 
180.1 

16.3.1 

l6u,i 

166  •  1 

106.9 

116,3 

116.6 

H7.6 

96.5 

96.5- 

90.5 

1324 

432.9 

4-P4.C' 

160.9 

165.6 

171.8 

127.  c 
128.6 
128.5 

July 

Augu s  t 
September 

Boston 

43.3 

48.6 

47.1 

I6606 

180,8 

176.6 

156.8 
.  155*9 
161.1 

' 

122,6 

CM 

113.0 

113.0 

116.1 

79.6 

79.6 

794 

138.0 
13c. 0 
I6O.I 

152.8 

152.6 

150.5 

128.5 

128.9 

126,1 

July 

Augu  st 
September 

Buffalo 

137.6 

II4.O.O 

11+1.6 

161.9 

169.2 

168.0 

•  155.1 

158. 0 
161.8 

«u 

105.4 

mm 

121.2 

126,0 

126.2 

102.3 

102.6 

102,5 

131.5 

135.6 
135.9 

49.9 

1514 

155.4 

122.0 

126.9 

126.6 

July 

August 

September 

Chicago 

July 

August 

September 

Cincinnati 

139.6 

162.2 

166.9 

H+l.l 

i66.o 

146.1 

157*9 

162.8 

166.7 

168.6 

176.0 

176.2 

.157.5 

.161,0 

167.6 

* 

152.9 

155.0 

1624 

115.2 

116.0 

116.9 

116.9 
116.2 

106.6 

105.7 

105.9 

94.9 

94.9 

94.9 

83.5 

83.5 

8  3.5 

132.7 

132.7 

133.2 

• 

126.3 

128.7 
129.2 

154.9 

157.1 

174.2 

48.5 

150.7 

157. 1' 

« 

130.7 

152.6 

154.1 

124.9 

126.6 

127.6 

July 

August 

September 

Cleveland 

40.2 

43.5 

454 

161,6 

168.6 

169.3 

155.2 

156.9 

166*0 

106*6 

111.5 

112.1 

113.3 

90  =  8 
90.8 
90.8 

131.2 

1324 

134.8 

155.8 

3-58.0 

167.6 

130.2 

131.5 

132.1 

Ju  ly 

August 

September 

43.8 

47.0 

47.6 

171.3 

178.6 

179.3 

153.5 

154.7 

156.8  j 
L 

116.1 

- 

117.2 

117*2 

116.1 

106.9 

106.9 

166.9 

129.1 

129.1. 

131.0 

1-51.9 

153.3 

153.9 

128.1 

129.6 

129.7 

explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 
See  page  11  for  footnote. 
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I  ABLE  U  -  (Continued)  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
JULY,  AUGUST,  AND  SEPTEMBER  1/  I9I46 

(Note:  Some  indexes  for  July  and  August  revised) 

(1935~39  =  100,0) 


WITH  RE  IN  TRODU  C  T ON  S  IN  SEPTEMBER 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Rent 

Denver 

* 

July 

138.1 

161.8 

I5O.7 

August 

140.1 

166.3 

150.5 

110.6 

September 

142.5 

170  a 

154*3 

Detroit 

July 

144.2 

166 « 9 

154.7 

• 

August 

145.4 

168.5 

155.7 

115*9 

September 

I46.6 

168 .4 

161.6 

- 

Houston 

July 

136.6 

160 .2; 

152.3 

August 

140.7 

168.8 

155.2 

111.3 

September 

142.8 

173.5 

159.4 

Indianapolis 

July 

- 

159.9 

ft* 

August 

- 

170.3 

*m 

September 

146.1 

172.4 

156.2 

116.1 

Jacksonville 

July 

• 

170.6 

*■ 

August 

- 

I8I.5 

September 

150.2 

180,7 

159.4 

115.4 

Kansas  City 

July 

* 

136.4 

154.4 

150.4 

August 

lIlJO.4 

164.3 

152.7 

September 

141.1 

165.3 

I96. 1 

110.2 

Los  Angeles 

July  ;  .  I 

142.5- 

171.2 

153.0 

- 

August 

114.6 

175.1 

196.2 

111,7 

September 

145  •  5 

176.5 

159*3 

- 

Manchester 

July 

161.5 

August 

- 

168.7 

September 

147.0 

170.0 

161.2 

103.5  : 

Memphis 

July 

174.6 

j 

August 

- 

187.5 

] 

September 

146.2 

189.3 

158.8 

115.2  t 

iu si,  al e c t »  &  Ice 


Total 


99.7 

99*7 

100.7 


115*9 

116 .5 

117.5 


88.8 

88*7 

88,8 


H7.0 

117.0 

110.8 


118.2; 

118,7 

119.2 


118. 3 
H8.3 
117.2 


92.5 

92.5 

92.5 


Gas  &  7  Other 
Elect-  ■  Fuel 
ricity  &  Ice 


House - 
Mirnish- 
ings 


Miscel' 

laneoiu 


77*3 


82;.  1 
82;.  1 
82;.  1 


81.8 

81.8 

81.8 


86.6 

86.6 

86.6 


92,8 

92.8 

92.8 


95*3 


91.0 

91.0 

91.0 


96.1 

96.2 

96.2 


77*0 

77*0 

77*0 


.126.1  173.0 
I  126,1  177.9 


128.3 


182;. 6 


165. 


139.9 

l2;1.0  |  166.2 

.142,8  173.2 


107.4  I  152+.9 
107.1  I57.6 
107,3  !  166.3 


132;.  9 
134.9 
:i37.1  !  158. 7 


l2;0.6 
14.1,2 
142, 


140,9 


138.1 
142;.  1 

143.2 


128.3 
128,5 
130,2 


126.3 


158.5 

137.6 

150.3 

130.0 

152.2 

131.4 

157.2 

130.5 

151.3 

130.5 

152.0 

132.2 

157.4 

131.3 

167.7 

124.6 

e 

•m 

142.7  1 

mm 

*m 

122.5 

138.8 

140.3 

141.1 


128.1 

130.0 

128.8 


132.4 


See  page  11  for  footnote. 
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TABLE  4  -  (Continued)  CONSUMERS  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
JULY,  AUGUST,  AND  SEPTEMBER  1/  1946 

(Note:  Some  indexes  for  July  and  August  revised) 

(1935-39  =  loo.o) 


WITH  REINTRODUCTIONS  IN  SEPTEMBER 


-  — j- 

Fuel 

,  Elect. 

&  Ice 

City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Rent 

Total 

Gas  & 

Elect- 
r ic ity 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

House - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

Miscel 

laneou 

M i Iwauke e 

July 

I67.4 

116.1 

95-6 

131.5 

August 

•» 

168.3 

- 

mm 

115.8 

93.6 

131.1 

- 

- 

September 

142.8 

170.3 

157.5 

109.0 

117*2 

93.6 

133.3 

168.1 

125.1+ 

Minneapolis 

July 

138.0 

160,9 

158.7 

- 

107.3 

78.9 

125-9 

153.5 

126.8 

August 

139-5 

163.3 

160.9 

111.0 

107.6 

73.9 

126.4 

156.7 

127.9 

September 

142.4 

167.9 

167.7 

109,0 

78.9 

128.7 

163«9 

126.6 

Mobile 

• 

July 

- 

163.8 

- 

- 

106.3 

83.8 

124.6 

- 

- 

August 

- 

175*5 

- 

- 

106.5 

83.8 

121+.9 

- 

mm 

September 

145*2 

176.4 

158.1 

111+.1+ 

106,9 

8.3.9 

125.5 

152.7 

121+.0 

New  Orleans 

July 

M 

180.6 

mm 

103.2 

77.1 

130.1+ 

August 

•• 

188.8 

- 

- 

103-3 

77-1 

150.6 

- 

- 

September 

153.8 

190.7  . 

c  X 

106.9 

103.1+ 

77*1 

130.7 

157-7 

130.0 

New  York 

July 

11+3-9 

168.9 

173.7 

- 

116.4 

95.2 

149-0 

155.6 

130.0 

August 

145*7 

171.0 

178.3 

- 

115.8 

93.8 

n+9.7 

157.6 

132.1 

Sept ember 

149*4 

173.8 

182.5 

103*5 

116.3 

93-9 

150.9 

163.5 

132.3 

Norfo Ik 

July 

. 

161+.5 

mm 

121.5 

94-9 

142.5 

mm 

August 

- 

176.6  . 

- 

- 

121.5 

91+.9 

H+2.  p 

- 

- 

September 

148.8 

177.1+ 

163.8 

109.2 

122.2 

91+.9 

143-8 

164.0 

133.6 

Philadelphia 

July 

140.0 

160.8 

156.5 

- 

119.8 

92.5 

11+0.7 

159.1 

125.7 

August  • 

11+5.7 

169.2 

157.7 

107*3 

119.8 

92.5 

I4O.6 

160.7 

126.6 

September 

146.0 

172.6 

162.4 

- 

121.2 

92.5 

143.1 

166.7 

127.0 

Pittsburgh 

July 

142.8 

167.6 

178.9 

- 

115.8 

103.2 

137.1+ 

157.0 

123.1+ 

August 

11+5.9 

17I+.O 

I8I.3 

- 

115.9 

103.2 

137.6 

159-1 

125.0 

September 

11+7.1+ 

176.9 

185.4 

107.6 

116.9 

103.3 

11+0.2 

158-3 

121+.9 

Portland,  Me.. 

July 

160.8 

118.9 

98.7 

129.1 

August 

- 

166  •  5 

- 

- 

122.1 

99-2 

133.5 

- 

- 

September 

141.4 

167.0 

160.3 

106.3 

123.7 

99-3 

136.0 

163.0 

121+.9 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 
See  page  11  for  footnote* 
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TABLE  k  -  (Continued)  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  URGE  CITIES* 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
JULY,  AUGUST,  AND  SEPTEMBER  1/  19^6 

(Note:  Some  indexes  for  July  and  August  revised) 

(1935-39  =  100.0) 


Page  12  . 
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TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS ,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  AUGUST  TO  SEPTEMBER  1946 


'WITH  REINTRODUCTIONS  IN  SEPTEMBER  l/ 


Ga  s  & 
Elect¬ 
ric  ity 


Tec t«  &  Ice 


...tlanta,  Gas 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Birmingham .  AJa, 
Boston,  Mass. 
Bu-Pfalo,  N.  Y» 
Chicago,,  Ill, 


Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

1.1 

0o7 

1*3 

T.5 

0.2 

■1.9 

o,4 


House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 


Av  Cl 


3*9 

-1 » 2 

2.5 

10.9 

4.2 


Miscel¬ 

laneous 


Oel 


0.2 

-2  *.2 

-0,2 

1.1 

0.8 


Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo. 
Detroit,  Mich 
Houston,  Texas 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Jacksonville.,  Fla. 
Kansas  City-,  Mo© 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Manchester,  N.  H. 
Memphis,  Term, 

M  i  1  wau  k  e  e ,  W  i  s  c « 

Minneapolis ,  Minn . 
Mobile,  Ala. 

New  Orleans,  La, 

New  York,  N,  Y. 
Norfolk,  Va, 
Philadelphia,  Pa* 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 
Portland,  Maine 
Portland,  Ore, 
Richmond,  Vs.* 

St,  Louis,  Mo* 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

Savannah,  Ga. 
Scranton,  Pa. 

Seattle,  Ha  s  h  • 
Washington,  D.  C. 


*  See  general  explanation 


1*3 

0.4 

4.5 

o„i+ 

0,4  : 

in 

1*7 

2*3 

2,5 

0.3 

-o.l 

3o8 

1  <>  V 

2,8 

2-7 

0.9 

- 

-o.4 

0.5 

0,6 

2.2 

0,6 

0.8 

2.0 

0,8 

| 

- 

-1.2 

1.2 

-  1 

2,1 

2,8 

4.2 

-• 

0.5 

- 

1.0 

— 

2.5 

4*6 

2.4 

- 

0.5 

- 

1*6 

2-0 

3.0 

1,0 

1.7 

.  2.3 

- 

0.3 

- 

- 

1*3 

- 

2.0 

- 

0.3 

-0,6 

3*7 

2.0 

1 

3.3 

2.6 

o*7 

2.0 

1.1 

- 

1,6 

2.1 

3 ->3 

2*4 

1  *  / 

i 

2,8 

2.3 

of  tables  on  page  2. 


1.1 

0 

1.8 

6a 

0o5 

0.8 

0 

1.3 

0,4 

oa 

1.0 

0 

1.7 

3«S 

0.9 

0.9 

0 

1.3 

4*2  . 

«.6 

0.1 

0 

0,2 

5*5 

-0.9 

1.3 

0 

1,6 

- 

0*4 

1  0 

0.7 

-0.9 

-4.3 

1.1 

3*3 

1  -0.7 

0 

0 

0 

3*6 

-0.7 

-0.5 

0 

-0o6 

— 

1.0 

0 

1*3 

- 

#• 

1.2 

0 

1*7 

- 

- 

1-3 

0  • 

1.8 

4c6 

0.7 

0.4 

0.1 

0.3 

0.1 

0 

oa 

0.2+ 

0,1 

0o8 

3*7 

0,2 

0*6 

0 

0.9 

n. 

— 

1.2 

0 

1.8 

3*7 

0.3 

0.9 

oa 

1.9 

~o05 

i 

0 

0 

1 — 1 

1.3 

0,1 

1*9 

— 

0.2 

0 

0.2 

^ , 

0.8 

0 

1.1 

1.2 

0 

2,0 

0,9 

0 

0 

0 

0,1 

ia 

1.0 

0.6 

0 

0,7 

0.7 

-1.3' 

1.5 

0 

2a 

••• 

0,9 

0 

1.4 

7.3 

0,7 

0,8 

j 

0 

1.1 

2.8 

0.4 

Percentage  changes  given  in  this  table  based  on 
indexes  for  September  1946  with  adjustments  for 


durable  goods 


the  August  1946  indexes  and  the 
reintroduction  of  consumers f 


Page  15 

September  19  !|6 

TABLE  5A  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 

PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUFS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  AUGUST  TO  SEPTEMBER  1946 


WITHOUT  RE  INTRODUCTIONS  IN  SEPTEMBER,  i/ 


City 

AH 

Items 

Food 

Fuel , 

tii  I0  ct  • 

&  Ice| 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

| 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Other j 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

House- 
furnish¬ 
ings  • 

AVERAGE 

l«3 

1.7 

2.9 

0.7 

-0.1 

1.1 

2.5 

0.6 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

— 

-0.4 

— 

0.4  . 

0 

0.7 

- 

- 

Baltimore,  Md • 

0,8  ■ 

1.2 

0,6 

0.9  . 

0 

1*3 

3*3  ’ 

0 

Birmingham,  Ala* 

-0.4  • 

-2 . 3 

3.3 

1.0 

0 

1.5 

2.5 

oa 

Boston,  Mass, 

1.1 

1.7 

2J+ 

0 

0.1 

0.1 

1.9 

-0.2 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

1.4 

1.2 

4a 

1.1 

0 

1.9 

3a 

1.1 

Chicago,  Ill, 

1.4 

1.3 

4.3 

0.6 

0 

1*0 

4.0 

0.2 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

1.3 

0.1+ 

4.5 

1.1 

0 

1.8 

3.3 

0.7 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

0.5  • 

0.1+ 

1.4 

0.6 

0 

1.5 

3.1 

o.3 

Denver,  Colo, 

1.6- 

2.3 

2.5  • 

1.0 

0 

1.7 

2.6 

0.9 

Detroit,  Mich, 

0*8 

-0.1 

3.8 

0.9 

0 

1.3 

i.4 

1.5 

Houston,  Texas 

1.6 

2.8 

2.7 

0.1. 

0 

0.2 

1.4 

-0.1 

Indianapolis,  Ind, 

0.9 

- 

1.3 

0 

1,6 

— 

■* 

Jacksonville,'  Fla, 

— 

-0.1+ 

0.4 

0 

0.7 

- 

- 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

0.6 

0.6 

2.2 

-0.9 

-4.3 

1.1 

1.4 

0.4 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

1,0* 

0,8 

2.0  . 

0 

0 

0 

2.8 

1.1 

Manchester,  N,  II, 

- 

0.8 

- 

0.1 

0 

0.1 

- 

- 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

-  • 

-1.2 

- 

l.Q 

0  . 

1.3 

- 

- 

M  i  lwauke  e  ,  Wise,. 

— 

1.2 

— 

1.2 

0 

1*7 

— 

— 

M innea po 1 i s ,  M inn • 

2.2 

2,8 

4.2 

1.3 

0 

1.8 

2.7 

1.1 

Mobile,  Ala. 

- 

0.5 

- 

0.4 

0.1 

0.6 

- 

- 

New  Orleans,  La. 

- 

1.0  • 

- 

0.1 

0 

0.2 

- 

- 

New  York,  N.  Y . 

2.6 

4.6 

2.4 

0  ^ 

0.1 

0.9 

3.0 

0,6 

Norfolk,  Va. 

o.5 

- 

0.6 

0 

0.9  . 

- 

- 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

1.5 

2.0 

3.0 

1.2 

0 

1.8 

1.5 

0,6 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

1.3 

i.7 

2.3- 

0.9 

0.1 

1.9 

1.9 

0,6 

Portland,  Maine 

- 

0.3 

- 

0.3 

0.1 

0.5 

- 

- 

Portland,  Or eg. 

- 

1.3 

mm 

0.2 

0. 

0.2 

- 

- 

Richmond,  Va. 

- 

2.0 

- 

0.8 

0 

1.1 

- 

- 

St,  Louis,  Mo. 

0 .6 

-0.6 

3.7- 

1.2 

0 

2.0 

3.3 

0.8 

San  Francisco,  Calif 

2.2 

3.3 

2.6 

0 

0 

0.2 

2.9 

ia 

Savannah,  Ga. 

1.2 

2.0 

1.1 

0.6 

0 

0.7 

l.l 

0.2 

Scranton,  Pa. 

-• 

1.6 

- 

l>5 

0 

2.1 

\ 

Seattle,  Wash. 

2.1 

3.3 

2.4 

0.9 

i  0 

1.4 

i  4.9 

0.9 

Washington,  D.  C. 

1.8 

! 

2.8 

i 

1 

2.3 

i 

0.9 

1 

1 

I  0 
i 

1.4 

1  1.8 

1 

-1 - 

0.7 

1 

j 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 

1/  Percentage  changes  for  those  goods  and  services  in  the  index  between  August 
and  September  1946  before  the  reintroduction  of  consumers’  durable  goods.. 


r  a 


September 


TABLE  6  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHOICES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
- - T^TJUNE  TO  SEPTEMBER  19+p  . 

WITH  RE  INTRODUCTIONS  IN  SIM  T  EMBER  l/ 


City 


AVERAGE 

Atlanta,  Ga. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Chicago,  pll. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Texas 
In  d i anapo 1 i s ,  Ind . 

Jacksonville,  Flu, 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Manchester,  N.  H. 
Memphis,  Term, 
Milwaukee ,  Wise. 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Mobile,  Ala. 

New  Or le  ans ,  La . 

New  York,  N,  Y* 
Norfolk,  V&, 
Philadelphia,  pa. 


Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Portland,  Maine 
Portland,  Oreg. 

Richmond ,  Va . 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

San  Francisco,  Calif.j  9,5 


Savannah,  Ga. 
Scranton,  pa. 
Seattle,  Nash. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


AH 

Items 

1 

Food 

i 

1 

| Cloth- 

j  i-g 

J _ • 

*■ 

Fuel, 

Total 

Elect 

Gas  & 

Elect 

ricit 

9*5 

! 

19*6 

5*5 

0.3 

3*5 

-0,1+ 

9*5 

23*0 

6.8 

2/  O.J; 

!  2.1 

oa 

9*2 

16.2 

!  2.8 

!  4  8 

0 

7.8 

19.6 

1  4.9 

- 

j  ia 

0 

10  .,7 

21.7 

5-1 

-- 

i  5-i 

oa 

9-3 

17*5 

7-3 

- 

!  6.7 

0 

ll„6 

23  .h 

j  6.0 

i 

0.7 

!  3-1 

i 

0 

10.0 

19*7 

6.L, 

1  0 

j  c. .  1 

0 

8.8 

20,1 

3*0 

- 

2.3 

0 

8.2 

i  17*1 

2,1 

I  2.1+ 

0 

/  *9 

i5*8 

"i 

l+*7 

- 

i  5.0 

0 

9*1+ 

20.3 

6.6 

- 

!  0.1 

0 

10.8 

21,8 

9*2 

-0,2 

!  5.1 

0 

a.? 

19  *  3 

6.7 

2/  0.1 

i 

I 

1*3 

0 

|  9.0 

22.6 

4*3 

-  0.2 

2*4 

-I+.3 

i  0.9 

ll+,  0 

5*3 

- 

0 

0 

9.1 

17.? 

47 

2/  0.3 

[  l+*5 

0.1 

1  3.7 

20.6 

2*3 

2/ -0.1 

i  x  r, 

1  j 

0 

8.8 

18.0 

1 

45 

0.2 

3.8 

-1.5 

10.0 

22.1 

6a 

!  c,  ? 
J»c. 

0 

9-3 

17*8 

3*9 

0*3 

1  1.1 

oa 

11  *4 

21,0 

5*6 

-0,2 

0,4 

0 

10.0 

19.8  j 

6.9 

—0, 1 

C.  9  4 

-0C  7 

10.1 

21,8 

7*6 

-0.1 

1.7 

0 

10,2 

f 

20.3 

4*1 

- 

5.1+ 

0 

9.+ 

20,3 

5-5 

2/  oa 

9  c; 

0.2 

9-9 

20,7 

3*3 

0.1 

6.7 

o.i, 

7-6 

16 ,5 

l+ul+ 

0.2 

0.9 

0 

9-0 

21,0 

h*  9 

2/  0.1 

2a 

0 

8,9 

18. + 

5.0 

- 

2.7 

0 

j  9.5 

19*9 

k»5 

- 

•"1+.2 

-6.1+ 

9*1+ 

20 .+ 

h*5 

mm 

5-9 

0 

10,7 

20.8 

5  *2 

-2.6 

3*7 

0 

8,0 

15.8 

h.h  , 

_  i 

2.8 

0 

8,4 

20.1 

k-7 

0 

1+.6 

0 

/either 


&  Ice 


6.9 

3*1 

7*7 

1.6 

7*1 

11.1+ 

5.3 

1+.  7 
3*1 

1+cl 

7*1+ 

0.1 

7.0 

2.0 

6.9 

0 

6.2 

1+.8 

6.6 

7*4 
1.8 
0,6 
5.7 
2*7 
8. 


House-  Miscel- 


furnish- 


mgs 


5*3 

9*1 

1.4 

2.9 

4*3 

1.8 

8.1 

12.2 

h*U 

7.1 


6.1 

6.3 

6.7 

-0.1 

l+.o 

lp  .6 

j  6*3 

i 

j  11.1 
!  1.8 
|  7*4 

5- 4 

7.8 

;  6.9 

6.0 

4.8 

3.8 

1+.6 

-0.8 

11  c 

ij..n 

6- .  8 
l+«  3 

7.6 

7.1 

6.6 

5*2 

2.0 

11.0 

-U4 

7*9 

7*2 

3*0 

-0.2 

5-2 

9*9 

5*9 


*See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  2. 

1/  Percentage  changes  based  on  the  June  19+6  indexes  and  the  indexes 

wim  adjustments  for  re  introductions  of  consumers'  durable  goods. 
2/  Change  from  March  I9I+6.  6 


1 aneous 


1*6 
*  0  V  0 

2*5 

-2.2 

2.1 

2*i|. 

2*5 

1.4 
1»2 
2.8 
1.1 
1-3 
3> 


40 


-1.3 

-0.1 

0.9 

1.8 

0.9 

1.2 

1.9 

3*0 

2.7 

2.0 

0 

1*7 

1.1 

2.1 

1*7 

0 

0,7 

2.5 

-0.5 

2*7 

1„8 

1-3 


for  September 


Mann  -  659 


3  3  T 

Ok  3753 

e^.  , 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  03  LABOR 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
;Va siJ.no ton  29 ,  D.  0. 

1  eic  i,j  'WV  ’.7  OF  Itiu 


CONSUMERS 1  PRICE  INDEX  -  OCTOBER 
October  15  Consumers*  Prices  50  Percent  Higher 


!5/  19I16  r.r,-»  1  ;w  3 

Than  Augus^vi^Pi^UNor 


families  -  X  f ?  if  PP!  essentials  U3ed  by  moderate-incom4  city 

“f  f  P6r0eat  Detween  mid-September  and  mid-October,  Food  prices 

”ent  RPR  |  t; .  prl°eS  °f  con8U«»rs  ’  Soods  and  services  other  than  food  end 
P  “  r-sroeno,  nents  were  not  surveyed  in  October.  The  consumer" '  '  rice 

index  prepared  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Deoartaent  of  lL  or  ' 

hirher'  ttrrrt  °f  the  1935-39  *wa«e  °n  0cto,*r  25.  aia  15.1  percent  ’ 

nxsner  than  a  year  ago# 

income  citffa^£0t°ber  f  PriCSS  °f  S°ods  and  8er^°88  •  bymodorate- 

lnco.ne  city  families  were  50.5  percent  higher  than  in  mid-August  ifo  The 

ea-h  ^;>n^d1;  -rha+d.riteC  ^  **ro«*'  °lothinS  «*  housiMrnishingi  costs 
ho^rfhA  ^  “““  Re8ideati»1  r«*8> 

September  ff if  ff  if  lar£e  citie£  advanced  3 3  percent  between  mid- 

inc reused  lb  t  “  ?1°6S  '  6658 '  ^  Products,  end  sugar  and  sweets 

anf60lboRtsUtoeVnaS4'CenP  ?f  88  compar^Vith^S^entf  taoS 

izzz «•“  *“  •"  *  £  v“:»rirM  r"“  v  :“r  - 


«rA-rf?’!  P00d  f  i°eS  in  “^-Ootober  were  29.2  percent  higher  than  a  y»ar 

L-i?  meft1riceCcontrTe  ^  were  obtained  in  Me  period  Ociober 

r  *  ~  t  -t"  lce  controls  were  removed  effective  October  15. 

in  mid  n  Jlprafe  costs  of  clothing  again  advanced  and  were  0.7  percent  higher 
“r  “  mld-September.  The  sharp  increases  in  the  prices  of  raw 

essential  cftt  W°re  refleot8d  “  October  in  higher  prices  for  many 

clothing  °rfesSfrenf  flolud1'*  underwear,  shirts,  socks,  and  denim  work 

higher  "cel  3  inm  Iff  3  Rf.?  leather  footwear  advanced  as  a  result  of 
hf  f  cR;  3  f  P  granted  to  manufacturers  in  recent  months  to  offset  the 

as  supplies  increased?  '"”‘°eS  ^  SW6s  ters  somewhat  lower  in  many  stores 

price  lines°rer.f Pf  +  P28  prl0eS  r?8e  1,2  percent  during  the  month  as  higher 
nfff  replaced  those  previously  available  and  retailers  adjusted  their 

controifwerfr  an°e  iWltp  T10®  ulcrc,a8e3  granted  by  01 A  before  all  price 

machine:, ;.r if ff  °"  **'?'* ‘  WlUr?889s’  °°ok  8^8-  -wing 

advanced  in  many ’of 'the  21  cilLTf  f  f’.  ? cleaatars>  :Dd  “ashing  machines 

were  also  higher,  although  somov-Rff  AyfcraSe  costs  for  bedroom  furniture 

e  ,  although  somownat  lower  prices  were  reported  in  a  few  cities. 

LS  47-1615 


Fage  2 
October  19U& 


Miscellaneous  goods 
prices  for  cigarettes,  beauty 
motor  oilc  Electricity  costs 
became  effective  on  October  1. 


and  services  rose  0.7 
shop  services,  motion 
declined  7  percent  in 


percent  because  of  higher 
picture  admissions,  and 
New  Orleans  as  lower  rates- 


TECHNICAL  NOTES 


Sufficient  price  quotations  were  obtained  in  mid-October  to  compute 
price  indexes  for  beef  and  veal  in  many  cities  but  the  shortage  of  pork  in  all 
cities,  and  the  scarcity  of  beef,  veal,  and  lamb  in  a  few  cities  continued  to 
be  so  severe  that  a  reliable  sample  of  prices  could  not  be  obtained.  For  those 
meats  in  the  cities  where  an  adequate  number  of  prices  could  be  obtained,  mid- 
October  prices  were  compared  directly  with  prices  in  August,  the  last  month  in 
which  sufficient  quotations  v/ere  secured  for,  most  meats  used  in  computing  the 
index.  For  meats  for  which  an  adequate  sample  of  prices  was  not  obtained  in 
mid-October,  prices  were  again  held  unchanged  at  August  levels  in  computing  the 
index.  An  adequate  number  of  quotations  was  reported  in  all  cities  for  poultry 
and  fish.  On  this  basis,  the  average  increase  in  the  cost  of  meat,  fish,  and 
poultry  combined  to  consumers  between  September  and  October  has  been  estimated 
at  1*2  percent. 


It  is  expected  that  the  November  meat  index  will  be  based  on  the 
usual  number  of  price  quotations  and  will  describe  in  full  the  change  that  has 
occurred  in  the  price  of  meat  between  mid -November  and  mid-August,  the  last 
date  for  which  quotations  could,  be  obtained  from  nearly  all  stores. 


GSIiERAL  EXPLANATION 


Page  3 
October  191*6 


\A*3  ccn-umorr; f  price  index  for  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities,” 
formerly  .mov/n  as  the  "cost  of  living  index,”  measures  average  changes  in  retail 
Sf1???  Ci  solocted  goods,  rents  and  services,  weighted  by  quantities  bought  by 
xanaiies  of  wage  earners  and  moderate -income  workers  in  large  cities  in  1934-36.  * 

^ie  items  prices  for  the  index  constituted  about  70  percent' of  the  expenditures  of 
7  7 1-u  ‘.'hooe  income  average  1524  in  1934-36,  The  index  only  partially  shows 
eho  wartime  oirocts  of  changes  in  quality,  availability  of  consumer  goods,  etc. 
mij  rrjs±c-.ent  s  Committee  on  the  Cost  of  Living  has  estimated  that  such  factors, 

?°r^a‘uli  °kiljr3  nc‘j  fudj-y  measured  by  the  index,  would  add  a  maximum 
t0T:;*  ■p01ntsJt?  tho  indox  fo?  largo  cities  between  January  1941  and  September 
J^78  11 . account  is  taken  of  contiataod  deterioration  of  quality  and  disappoaranco 

oi  .ovz-prieea  merchandise  between  September  1944  and  September  1945,  which  was 
estimated  at  an  additional  1/2  point,  the  total,  large-city  adjustment  would,  be  4.5 
points,  ii _ small  cities  wore  included  in  the  national  average,  another  l/2  point 
would  co  ad  clod,  making  tho  total  approximately  5  points. 


5x’~l,ru '/ion  of  Tables! 

iilJ  indexes  are  based  on  time-to-timo  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  and 
services  purchased  by  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities.  They  do  not  indi¬ 
cant  met, nor  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another. 

„  Data  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  January  1941, 

on  TaJ.es  1  and  3,  which  have  boon  estimated  for  January  ]. 


•  /ag 


Paso  Dat"> 


_  ,  — — r-yr-V1  -  January  1,  1941  is  the  base  date  for  determining  allow¬ 

able  coso  of  Living”  wage  increased  under  the  ” Little  Steel”  formula  end  under 
tho  wago-prico  policy  of  February  194$.  Jamary  .1,  1941  indexes  in' Tables  1  end  3 

tia\o  VJJ.J  oEtinatod  by  assuming  an  oven  rate  of.  change  from  Docambor  15.  39/0  to 
the  next  pricing  date.  ’ 

.  ^  n Gx .  ih-e  President ’  s  ” hold -tho -line”  order  was  issued 

'  ft 1 J  'v*’  ~-^-3 •  f lJ  peak  of  the  rise  which  led  to  this  order  ?as  reached  in  Hay, 
weich  is  there loro  used  for  this  comparison, 

prices  are  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  tho  first  four  days 
aV11'J  v-ch  includes  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.  Awo- 

ga.e  coses  of  foods  in  each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families 
01  wage  earners  and  moderate -income  workers ,  have  been  combined  for  the  United 
o.,a:es  with  the  use  of  population  weights.  In  7 arch  1943  the  number  of  cities  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  food  index  was  increased  from  51  to  56,  and  the  number  of  foods  from 
54  to  61, 

.  clothing,  hous  ofuimiishings .  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services 

1  I’D .  '( 1  i  Vh  a ! .  "7  ■,  r-*  1  ....  ti  T*.  _ 7 ..  T  1  _ 


June,  September,  and  Do comber.  In  inter* 


are  obtained  in  34  large  cities  in  March, 

vening  months,  prices  are  collected  in  21  of  the  34  cities  for  a  shorter  list  of 
goods  and  services. 


1  ' 
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r  ~  OCNoDMERS  1  PRICE  irlEEX  FOR  MODERATE  -INC  OI.S  FAMILIES 

UliiG^  cities  combined*  for  specified  dates,  by  groups 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Group 


12& 


This 
IN  nth, 


Sop  t «. 


Last 

Month 


yon  r* 

v.t.  i 

A  ffo 


Aug. 

1945 

Jan, 

.  1941 

Aug , 

1939 

Month 

V-J 

ilfage 

Before 

Base 

V/ar  in 

Date* 

Europe 

IMrxoc.  ] 939-39  r  100.0 


ALL  HEMS 
F  ood 
01  nth’’ 
Ront 
Fool 


‘L: 


electricity  &  ico 
Gas  4  ole ctri city 
Other  fuels  A  ice 
K  ous  g  1 r.  mis  Rings 
Mis  co  llano  0113 


ALL •  ITEMS 
F  ood 

Clothing 
Ront  1/ 

Fuel,  olo c tricity  &  ico 
Gas  1  oloctricity 


jh& r  i'uc 


nl 


H  ous  a  Turn  i  shi  ngs 
Miscellaneous 


141U4 

180.0 

167.0 


t  1  i.  /. 

p.“l  P 

vx  •  & 

135.5 

167.6 
130,3 


P  ir>r> 

_ -l 


145.9 

128.9 

129,3 

100.8 

174.1 

139.3 

140*9 

97,6 

165.9 

14o .  5 

146.4 

101*2 

100.8 

mm  m* 

105.0 

114.4 

110.5 

111,4 

100.8 

91.7 

94.8 

95,2 

97.5 

-?  /  r~  / 
16  0.6 


146.9 


127*2 

146,0 

124.5 


ynt  Che  mo  to  Oct oho r 


104.0 

100,2 

101.3 


1.7 

15.1 

14.3 

47.2 

3.4 

29*2 

27.3 

84.4 

0,7 

12.5 

14.1 

65.0 

•»  -»• 

^  «» 

-- 

3.6 

0 

3.5 

2,7 

13.5 

-0,1 

•  3.4 

-  3*8 

-  6,1 

0 

8.6 

7.3 

31.2 

1.2 

14.1 

14.8 

67.3 

0.7 

4.9 

5.1 

28,5 

98*6 

93.5 

100,3 

104.3 

97.5 
99,0 
96.3 

100*6 

100.4 


66.6 

30.3 


Sgo  general  explanation  of  tables  on  wpq  3 
Percent  change  to  September  1946.  '  "  J 


Page  5 

October  I9I16 


TABLE 


£  - 


retail  food  prices  in  large  cities  combined* 

FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES ,  BY  GROUPS 


INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Group 


ALL  FOODS 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

Meats  3/ 

Beef~&  veal 


Pork 


Lamb 

Chickens 

Fish, .fresh  A  canned 
Dairy  products 

■LJco° 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
Fresh. 

Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 


ALL  FOODS 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 
Meats  3/ 

Beef  A  veal 

Pork 

Lamb 

Chickens 

•  Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

Dairy  products 

Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  (Sc  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 


l/  Preliminary 


Oct.  13 

1946 


This 

Month 

-  v 


Sept. 17' 

1946 


Oct.  lb  |  Aug  •  itr 

1945  I  191+5 


Las  c 
Month 


Yrear 

Ago 


V-J 


Indexes  1935-39  *  100.0 

180.0"  174.1 

137.3 
188. 5 

180.3 

182.4 


138.5 

190.7 
174*6 
182.4 

187. 7 
225*3 

249.7 

202.4 

214.6 

176.5 

178.8 

184.6 

198.7 

166.5 

147.9 
I6765 


1S7.6R- 

192.8 

257.8 

186.6 
2 


1930 


176.4 


181, 1 


143 , 7 
185*6 
162,0 


•  *4 

14 1 . 5 


*Ta9o 

109.1 
131.0 

118.2 

112.6 

156.2 

152.3 

221.3 

133.3 

185. 5 

172.5 

182.3 
130*4 
I06.9 
124*7 
124c  0 

126.5 


140,9 

109.1 

131.8 
118.5 
112.6 
136.4 

157.3 

217.8 

133.4 

171.4 

183.5 

196.2 

130.3 

168.6 
124,7 
124.0 
126.6 


Percentage  Change  to  October  15,  I9I46 


3.4 

"0,9 

1.2 

-3.2 


0.1 

16*9 

5.0 

D  i~ 

0.3 

11.0 

0.1 

-1.3 

4»o 

7*1 


29.2 

26.9 
45*6 

47 . 7 

62,0 

37*8 

47.9 

12.8 
51.8 
15*7 
2*3 
-1.9 


18.6 


2.8 


17.6 


T7  r— 

3r*  5 


-2.3 

18.4 


19o 

32*4 


27.8 

26.9 

44.7 

47*3 

62.0 

37.6 
43*2 

14.6 

51.7 
25.2 
-3.8 
-8.9 
18.6 

17.9 

33»5 

19.3 

32.3 


Jan.  14 

\  Aug.  Ip 

1941 

1939 

Wage 

Month 

Base 

Before 

Date  * 

War  in 

2/ 

Europe 

97.8 

93.5 

94.9 

95*4 

101.1 

95*7 

109.4 

99.6 

86.1 

88.0 

■  98.7 

98.8 

97.2 

91+.6 

118. 7 

99.6 

105.1 

93.1 

97.1+ 

90.7 

93.3 

92.1+ 

93.1+ 

92.8 

91.4 

91.6 

99.6 

90.3 

90.9 

91+.9 

8O.3 

64.5 

95.3 

95.6 

946 

84.0 

92.5 

45.9 

1+8.3 

88.6 

99.3 

59.6 

75*3 

111.8 

107.3 

90.2 

90,0 

131.8 

138.2 

110.1+ 

150  c  7 

92.6 

117.1+ 

120.3 

136,6 

89.2 

91.0 

91.6 

92,7 

69.1 

68.8 

99.5 

120,0 

83*2 

75.1+ 

81+.2 

75.0 

75*8 

*75.2 

17  for  I!chfXrlaS  aPfbt0  Jan-  1(  19il1-  Jan*  4,  191+1  is  the  nearest  date 
,/  F;  ; \  1™  F  a  prl0es  of  indiTi^m  foods  hare  been  computed. 

-  A  Ftalled  “^Plaaatacn  on  procedures  used  in  handling  the  meat  index  in 


R  _  Revised  1S  ln  th®  technical  note  accompanying  this  release. 

oGe  general  oxp-anation  of  tables  on  page  3* 


. 
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TABLE  3 


CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  LOR  LARGE 
PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  OCTOBER  1946 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


CITIES* 


! 

Sept, 

Oct. 

Aug.  ; 

Jan. 

Aug, 

■  .1946  ; 

1945 

1945 

1941 

1939 

; 

Month 

City 

Last 

Year 

I7ago 

Boforo 

Month 

Ago 

V-J 

Baso 

War  in 

Date* 

Europe 

AVERAGE 

1.7 

15.1 

14.8 

47.2 

50.5 

Baltinoro,  I' In, 

1.7 

14.0 

13.6 

49.6 

52.6 

Pi rnin';; Nan,  Ala  • 

2.2 

12.9 

12.2 

47.9 

52,6 

Boston,  Mass. 

2.0 

16,1 

15.0 

45.3 

48.8 

Buffalo,  N,  Y. 

1.0 

13.3 

13.1 

43.6 

48.5 

Chicago,  Ill, 

2.1 

16.9 

16.7 

47.4 

51.2 

Cincinnati ,  Chi o 

0.6 

13.1 

13.1 

46.9 

50.4 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

1.1 

13.3 

12.9 

46.3 

49.2 

Denver,  Colo, 

0.6 

13.0 

12.2 

43 . 3 

45.3 

Detroit,  Rich, 

1.4 

13.8 

13.3 

47.2 

51.0 

Houston,  Tex, 

0.8 

13.1 

13.0 

41.1 

42.9 

Kansas  City, .Mo, 

0.6 

11.8 

11.3 

44.3 

44.0 

Los  Angelos,  Calif, 

1  Q 

12.0 

13.1 

44.6 

47.5 

Minneapolis ,  Linn , 

2.3 

16.  A 

16.7 

43.1 

46.1 

Nov  York,  N.  Y, 

2.1 

17.9 

17.4 

51.1 

54.1 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

1.4 

15.9 

15.3 

49.3 

51.4 

Pi t  tsburgh ,  Pa , 

1.1 

14.6 

14.4 

47.2 

51.4 

St,  Louis,  Mo, 

2.5 

15.4 

14.9 

45.0 

49.3 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

1.4 

15.0 

15.5 

50.3 

54.1 

Savannah,  Ga. 

0.8 

12.3 

12.1 

53.0 

55.2 

Seattle,  lash. 

2.6 

15.1 

14.2 

43.7 

51.3 

Washington,  D.  C, 

1.6 

\ 

14.2 

|  i  1  r> 

1  n !. .  j 

1 

47.4 

45 .4 

*  Soo  general  explanation  of  tabL 


on 


Pag* 

,  October  I9I4.6 

TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  Cl TIES * 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES,  OCTOBER  1946 


(indexes,  1935-39  -  100. C) 


1 

• 

Fuel,  Electricity  &  Ice 

City 

All 

Items 

Food 

V 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elec- 

Other 

Fuels 

k  Houso- 
furnishr 

Mis cel - 
lane  - 

tricity 

&  Ice 

inms 

ous 

AVERAGE  • 

143  ,4 

1S0.0 

167,0 

114.4 

91.6 

136.5 

167.6 

130,8 

Atlanta,  Ga, 

1 

177.5 

•» 

116.5 

82.9 

147.5 

m* 

•• 

Baltimore,  Tud, 

150.6 

186.1 

167,5 

117.9 

96,5 

135,2 

172.4 

129.7 

Birmingham,  Ala, 

150,3 

133.0 

192.0 

114.3  ■ 

79,6 

140,4 

156.1 

128.5 

Boston,  Mass, 

144.5 

174.4 

164.2 

123,9 

101.5 

136,0 

163 .3 

124,3 

Buffalo,  N,  Y, 

146.3 

163.4 

163  e4 

115,3 

94.9 

134.4 

174.9 

134.7 

Chicago,  Ill. 

149.2 

133.4 

162.9 

106.1 

S3. 5 

129.6 

160.0 

128.5 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

146.3 

171,3 

164.1 

113.3 

90.8 

134.8 

167.5 

132.6 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

149.2 

153.1 

159.3 

113.1 

104.9 

131.0  ‘ 

155.4  . 

129.5 

Denver,  Colo, 

143.3 

171.4 

156,4 

100,3 

77.3 

126 .4 

155,6  . 

129.0 

Detroit^  Mich, 

146 , 7 

173.9 

162,3 

117.5 

34.1 

142.3 

173.5 

141,6 

Houston,  Texas 

143.9 

174.7 

160,4 

O  r> 

OO  «  O 

31.3 

107,3 

169.1 

130.1 

Indianapolis,  Ind, 

- 

175.9 

MM 

115.5 

55.6 

137.1 

- 

mm 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

_ 

162,5 

119.2 

92.5 

142.2 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

142.0 

166,6 

156.3 

117.2 

91.2 

140.9 

159.0 

131.6 

Los  .Angeles,  Calif. 

143,2 

132,3 

160.3 

92,5 

91,0 

99.3 

161.3  • 

132.4 

Manchester,  N.  II, 

- 

176.9 

- 

127.6 

96,4 

14  n  s  2 

• 

Memphis,  Tonn. 

- 

191.0 

- 

111  ,3 

77.0 

130.2 

— 

_ 

Milwauke  o ,  Disc. 

- 

174.5 

- 

117.3 

93.7 

133.3 

- 

- 

Minneapolis,  Linn. 

145.7 

177.6 

166.5  ' 

109,0 

73. 9 

128.-7 

164.6 

123.3 

Mobile,  Ala, 

- 

132.3 

- 

107.0 

83.9 

125.3 

- 

— 

N ew  Qrl cans,  La , 

- 

196,0 

- 

102.1 

75.; 

130.7 

MM 

New  York,  N,  Y, 

152,6 

136.7 

182,7 

116,2 

93.9 

150,6 

163.6 

133.6 

Norfolk,  Va. 

- 

139.3 

~ 

122.5 

94.9 

144.3 

mm 

Philadelphia,  Fa, 

143.1 

177.6 

162.7 

121,2 

92.5 

143  e  2 

l66,0 

123.0 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

149.0 

179,3 

190.5 

116.9 

103.3 

140.2 

161,0 

125.4 

Portland,  Maine  . 

- 

- 

123.9 

99.9 

136.0 

M 

•M. 

Portland,  Oreg. 

133.7 

- 

121,9 

33.0 

IS  3.5 

•• 

Richmond,  Va. 

- 

175  c  9 

am 

112,6 

94.2 

123.8 

• 

MM 

St,  Louis,  Lo 0 

146.5 

133.6 

163,2 

111.6 

97.2 

124,3 

145.7 

125.0 

San  Francisco, Calif „ 

153.0 

7  c">  / 

160.1 

5?  1 

72,7 

115,2 

136.3 

142.5 

Savannah,  Ga. 

155.1 

192,6 

163.5 

115,1 

Q1  O 

134.3 

175.3 

133.4 

Scranton,  Pa. 

132,5 

% 

130;4 

91.5 

154.0 

Seattle,  "ash. 

1:51.8 

136.1 

160.3 

103.3 

33.9 

129.6 

167.1 

138.7 

Jashingtcn,  D.  C.  1147.3 

i 

ISO.  6 

185.2  . 

117.4 

94*4 

132,7 

167.2 

135,5 

s  ^ 


general  explanation  of  tables  on  pa&*o  3. 

\J  A  detailed  explanation  on  procedures  used  in  handling  the  meat  index  in  October 
is  given  in  the  technical  note  accompanying  this  release. 
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TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
SEPTEMBER  TO  OCTOBER  1945 


ui 


*'  1 

Fuel.  El 

octricity  &  Icc 

! 

City 

All 

Food 

Cloth- 

Gas  &  j 

Other 

House- 

Mis cel- 

Items  - 

y 

ing 

Total 

Elec- 

Fuels 

furnish- 

lane  - 

j 

1 

tricity i 

&  I -CO 

ings 

ous 

AVERAGE 

- - - - 

1.7  ; 

3.4 

0.7 

0 

-0.1  ! 

I 

0 

1,2 

0.7 

k 

Atlanta ,  Ga . 

— 

2 .4 

- 

0.2 

1 

0 

0.3 

mm 

P 

Baltimore,  Kd . 

1.7 

3.3 

0.8 

0.3 

0 

0.4 

0.3 

0.6 

Birmingham,  Ala , 

2.2 

3.6 

0.6 

0,2 

0 

0.2 

3.7 

1.9 

Boston,  LAs s0 

2.0 

O  r^ 

1.5 

-0.2 

-1.0 

0.1 

0  rV 

0.2 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

1.0 

2.2 

0.5 

-0.3  • 

0 

-0.6 

0-4 

0.4 

Ghicagc,  Ill. 

2.1 

4.1 

0.3 

0.2 

0 

0.3 

1.8 

0.7 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

0.6 

1.2 

0.1 

0 

0 

0 

-0.1 

0.4 

C lovoland ,  Ohi o 

1.1 

2.1 

1.5 

0 

0 

0 

1,0 

-0,2 

Denver,  Colo. 

0 . 6 

0.8 

1.4 

0.1 

0 

0.1 

0.5. 

0.2 

Detroit,  Rich. 

1.4 

3,3 

0.7 

0 

0 

0 

0.2 

0.4 

Houston,  Texas 

0.8 

0.7 

0.6 

.  0 

0 

0 

1.7 

1.0 

I ndiana p cl is,  I nd . 

- 

2.0 

- 

0 

0 

0 

mm 

/** 

Jacks onv ill o ,  Fla . 

1.0 

— 

0 

0 

0 

- 

- 

Kansas  City,  Do. 

0.6 

0.8 

0.4 

0 

0 

0 

1.1 

0.8 

Los  Angelos,  Calif. 

1.9 

3.6 

0.9 

0 

0 

o- 

2.5 

0,8 

< 

Manchester,  N.  H, 

- 

4.1  ' 

- 

0.1 

0.2 

0 

- 

- 

Memphis,  Terra, 

- 

3.1 

- 

0.1 

0 

0 

mm 

- 

Milwaukee ,  ”.ri s c . 

- 

2.6 

- 

0,1 

0.1 

. 

0 

** 

•• 

Minneapolis ,  Minn . 

2.3 

5.8 

•  0.5 

0 

1-  0 

0 

0.4 

0 

Mobile,  Ala.' 

- 

3.6 

- 

0.1 

0 

0.2 

r 

- 

Now  Orleans,  La, 

- 

.2.8 

- 

-1.3 

-2.6 

0 

- 

- 

Now  York,  N.  Y, 

2.1 

4.4 

0.1 

-0.1 

0 

-0,2 

,0.1 

1.0 

Norfolk,  Va. 

mm 

6.7 

- 

0.2 

0 

0.3 

- 

- 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

1.4 

2.9 

0.2 

0 

0 

0.! 

0.1 

0.8 

Pitt sbur gh ,  Pa . 

'  1.1 

’  1.4 

„ « 
j  c  •  0 

0 

> 

0- 

0 

.1.7 

0.4 

P  o  rtf  a  nd ,  Ma ine 

- 

3.9 

i  ^ 

i 

0.2 

0.6 

0 

- 

- 

Portland,  Grog. 

- 

-0.4 

- 

1 

-0.4  • 

0.1 

-0.6- 

- 

mm 

Richmond,  Va. 

- 

5.1 

- 

0 

0 

0.1 

- 

St.  Louis,  Mo, 

2.5 

5.2 

0.6 

0 

■  0 

0 

0,8 

0.6 

San  F ra n cisco, Calif, 

1 .4 

2.6 

0.4 

0 

0 

0 

0,3 

0.8 

Savannah,  Ga. ' 

'0.8 

0.9 

1.4 

-0.8 

0 

-1.0 

2.3 

1.0 

Scranton,  Pa, 

- 

4.9 

- 

0 

0 

0 

- 

- 

S  oat  bio ,  hash , 

2.6 

.5.0 

■i  0.1 

0  ■ 

0 

0.1 

0.1 

0.4 

i 

Va s hingt on ,  D ,  C . 

|  1.5 

i  3.4 

i 

!  0.7 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3.0 

-  - 

0.5 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tabl 
1/  A  detailed  explanation  on  proco 
is 'g i vo n  in  t h 3  t o chnic a 1  not o 


3  3% 

On  3?5c. 


U.s.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


Moffatt  -  655 
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Consumers'  Prices  Rose  2.2  Percent  Between  October  15  and  November  ‘  15*' *  *  ILi 


Preliminary  figures  on  the  rise  in 
consumers’  prices  were  released  on  December 
II4.  The  complete  report  for  mid-November  is 
given  below.  Mid-December  indexes  will  not 
be  available  until  late  in  January. 


betworn  EV  J  of  consumers  goods  in  large  cities  rose  2.2  percent 

United  St  ts  to  E  E  L  bringlng  the  00ns”'  price  index  for  the 

Buret  f  t  to  gg  highest  level  on  record,  it  was  announced  today  by  the 

index  waf  151°7  (W«S^°8  tofVt  ^  °f  b*b°r.  °n  November  15  the 

after  WorldtaJ  1  Peti  1  R°R  V  percent  hlShfr  th!“  “  June  1920,  the  peak 
and  Woven her  N  food  prices  increased  4.3  percent  between  October  15 

and  November  15  as  living  essentials  other  than  food  and  rent  rose  0.9  percent. 

.une  i5,  zv’it  ip9i;entinhihh:rvthanit 

November  1945  end  November  1946  food  price*.  rEseTperc^;  clth  nft  p ™t- 
housefurnislungs  !5  percent;  residential  rents  however  have  advanced^/  1  ghty 
and  gas  and  electricity  costs  have  declined  about  2  percent. 

,  _  Ketail  food  prices  to  moderate-income  families  in  large  cities  advanced 

»n  tiorl  bd6tWeen  mid'°0t0ber  and  “id-November.  Higher  prices  were  reported  for 

of  fa^s End  oil!r0mcLr°eP^  eEgS +and  *****  Products,  but  sharp  increases  in  prices 

this  advEl  rL  -f  ’•  EL8  ^  Vefetables  chiefly  responsible  for 

, ,  ^  '  *  Rfoaj.1  prices  of  xats  and  oils  rose  65  percent  on  the  average  durine- 

•  m°“th  as  tde  prioes  for  lard  increased  104  percent,  shortening  66  to  85 
percent  and  oleomargarine  56  percent.  Meat,  poultry,  and  fish  averaged  91  percent 

seasonailyEEerccnt^  P?  “  V  ^eshEruits  and  v^Tle^dSf 

seasonal1/  2  percent,  while  canned  and  dried  fruits  and  vegetables  rose  8  and  27 

pTdo  ’  respeatlvelyt  ESS  Prices  dropped  6  percent  to  an  average  of  70  cents  ' 
per  dozen.  Butter  prices  declined  7.7  cents  per  pound  from  an  all-time  high  of 
96  cents  on  the  average  in  mid-October.  g  01 


V-  ,  cloching  prices  increased  1.0  percent  on  the  average  durirr'  the  north 
the  BureEEEgenin  **  °f 

cotton  work  cl  fh  1  S  Prl°S  tagS  °nmen’s  suits,  broadcloth  shirts, 

coeton  work  clothing,  undergarments,  and  socks  than  in  mid-October.  Prices  for 

TheecostCof  IeatherSforEd  ^  T°  *1*°  higher  in  mid-NovLber. 

and  shoe  Ege"  ^  ^  ^  “ 


V 


Sec 


page  2. 
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Average  retail  costs  of  housefurnishings  and  miscellaneous  goods  and 
services  increased  0,9  percent  each  between  October  and  November c  Prices  for 
sewing  machines,  vacuum  cleaners,  electric  refrigerator s ,  stoves,  fait  base  floor 
covering,  mattresses,  cotton  sheets  and  blankets  rose  in  most  cities*  Bedroom 
and  living  room  suites  advanced  in  some  cities  and  declined  in  others  *  The 
increase  in  the  cost  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  was  primarily  because 
of  higher  prices  for  cigarettes,  cigars,  gasoline,  beauty  shop  services,  and 
newspapers.  New  automobile  prices  also  rose  during  the  month. 

Fuel,  electricity,  and  ice  costs  rose  0*3  percent  on  the  average <» 
Retail  coal  prices  advanced  somewhat  in  17  cities.  Electricity  costs  declined 
5  and  7  percent  in  Portland.  Oregon  and  Portland,  Maine  as  lower  rates  became 
effective*  A  rebate  was  allowed  to  consumers  of  gas  in  Detroit* 

Rents  were  not  surveyed  in  November* 


l/  In  a  number  of  cities  in  September  and  October  the  Bureau  was  not  able  to 
obtain  an  adequate  number  of  price  quotations  for  some  meats  because  of  the 
severe  shortage*  For  those  meats  in  the  cities  where  an  adequate  number  of  prices 
could  not  be  collected  during  these  months,  prices  were  held  unchanged  at  August 
levels  to  allow  the  computation  of  ‘the  index.  For  meats  in  the  cities  where  an 
adequate  sample  of  prices  could  be  obtained,  prices  in  September  and  October  were 
compared  directly  with  prices  for  the  last  month  in  which  sufficient  quotations 
were  secured  to  compute  a  reliable  meat  index*  The  November  index,  based  on  the 
usual  number  of  quotations,  reflects  the  correct  level  of  prices,  and  the  full 
price  change  that  occurred  from  mid-August  to  mid-November, 
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G-vr^HAL  ^XPIJjrATTON 

yote:  The  "consumers*  .price  index  for  moderate-income  families  in  large  cities/' 
omerly  /movn  as  the  "cost  of  living  index,"  measures  average  changes  in  retail 
priceo  of  selected  good  s ,  ;rents  and  services,  weighted  by  quantities  bought  by 
families  of  wage  earners  and  moderate-income  workers  in  large  cities  in  1934-36. 
The  items  priced  for  the  index  constituted  about  70  percent  of  the  expenditures 
of  city  families  whose  income  average  $1524  in  1974-36  .  The  index  only  partially 
s  ous  the  wartime  efj.e ccs  of  changes  in  quality,  availability  of  consumer 
goods  etc.  The  President’s  Committee  on  the  Cost  of  Living  has  estimated  that 
such  factors,  together  with  certain  others  not  fully  measured  bv  the  index, 
would  ad,  a  maximum  of  3  to  4  points  to  the  index  for  large  cities  between 
January  1941  and  September  1944.  If  account  is  taken  of  continued  deterioration 
at  quality  and  disappearance  of  low-priced  merchandise  between  September  1944 
and  September ^1945,  which  was  estimated  at  an  additional  l/2  point,  the  total 
large  city  adjustment  would  be  4.5  points  If  small  cities  were  included  in 

the  national  average,  another  l/2  point  would  be  added,  making  the  total 
approximately  5  points. 


'  ISna larva 1 1  on  of  Tab  1  *>  a  : 


The  indexes  are  based  on  time- to- time  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  and 
services  purchased  by  moderate-income  families  in  large  cities  .  They  do  not 
n  ca  e  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another . 

,Q/n  ^Lata  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  January 

1941,  on  xaoles  1  and  3,  which  have  been  estimated  f O'  January  1. 

•  January  1,  1941  is  the  base  date  for  determining 
s  allowable  '  cost,  of  living"  wage  increases  under  the  "Little  Steel"  formula 
and  under  the  wage-price  policy  of  February  1946.  January  1,  1941  indexes 

in  a^le.-  1  and  3  have  been  estimated  by  assuming  an  even  rate  of  change  from 
December  15,  1940  to  the  next  pricin 


g  date. 


,  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  four 

days  of  the  week  which  includes  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the  month, 
f.gregate  cor  to  o*  fooas  in  each  city,  weighted,  to  represent  food  purchases  of 
'  .f*m  tT  fs  *?  ^wage  earner s  and  moderate— income,  war  kers ,  have  been  combined  for 
the  United  states  with  the  use  of  Population  weights.  In  March  1943  the 
number  of  cities  included  in  the  food  index  was  increased  from  51  to  56,  and 
the  number  of  foods  from  54  to  61. 

i  shi  n^s  ,  and  mi  sc  el  1  an  eon  s  go  od  s  and 

f™-™2-  arf  °^ained  in  54  large  cities  in  March,  June,  September,  and  "December 
n  intervening  months,  prices  are  collected  in  21  of  the  34  cities  for  a  shorter 
list  of  goods  and.  services . 
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TABLE  1  -  CCNSUHERS’  PRICE  INDEX-'  FOR  iC  fJEFi.TE-INCa. :E  FAMILIES 
FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS" 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


. 

.  •  f. 

Group 

Nov.  15 

.1  IMS'  . 

Oct.  15 
- 1R46 _ 

Nov.  15 
1945 

Aug.  15 
1945 

Jan.  1 
1941 

Aug.  15 
1939 

■.  This 
-  Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

V-J 

Day 

Wage 

Base 

Da  te*  - 

Month 
Befo  re 
War  in 
Euro  dg 

•  i 

Indexes 

,  1930-39 .«  ICO* 0 

— .  . \ - - 

,  / 

•  \  ' 

•  s 

ALL  ITEMS 

151.7 

148.4 

129.3 

129,3 

100,8 

98 . 6 

Food 

187.7 

180.  0 

140.1 

140.9 

97.6 

93.5 

Clothing 

168.7 

167.0 

146.7 

146.4 

101.2 

100.3 

Rent 

«*  — • 

mm  mm 

-- 

— 

105.0 

104.3 

Fuel,  electricity  A  ice 

114.7 

114.4 

11C.1 

111.4 

ICO. 8 

97.5 

Gas  &  electricity 

91.8 

91.6 

94.0 

95,2 

97.5 

99.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

137.  C 

136.5 

125.8 

127.2 

104.0 

96.3 

Hou.se furnishings ' 

169*1 

167.6 

147.6 

146.0 

ICO. 2 

100.6 

Mi  see  11a neo-us 

132.0 

130.8 

124.6 

124.5 

101.8 

100.4 

Percent 

Change  to 

November  15,  1946 

ALL  ITEMS 

—  — 

2.2 

,  17.3 

17.3  ' 

50.5 

53.9 

Food 

-- 

4.3 

34.0 

33.2 

92.3 

IOC.  7 

Clothing 

l.C 

13.4 

15.2 

66.7 

68.2 

Rent  1/ 

-- 

-- 

—  — 

3.6 

4.3 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

— 

0.3 

4.2 

3,0 

13.8 

17.6 

Gas  &  electricity 

— 

0.2 

—  2.3 

-3.6 

-5,8 

-7.3 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

— 

0.4 

8.9 

7.7 

31 . 7 

42.3 

Housefurnishings 

-- 

0.9 

14.6 

15.8 

68.8 

68.1 

Miscellaneous 

mm 

0.9 

5.9 

6,0 

29.7 

"31.5 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  3, 
l/Percent  change  to  September  15,  1946 


p  ^ 

TABLE  2  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  •  November  19^6 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  •  ■  - 


... 

Nov.  15 
1946 

Oct.  15 
1946 

Nov.  15 
194.5 

Aug  -  15 
1945 

- - - - - 

Jan.  15 
1941 

Aug .  15 
1939 

This 

Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

V-J 

Wage 
■  .Base 
Date 

1/ 

Month 

Befo  re 

Yfar  in 
Europe 

•  • 

Indexes 

.  1935-39 

=  100. C 

ALL  FOODS 

2/187.7 

2/180.0 

140.0 

140.9 

97.8 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

'  140.6 

'  138.5 

109.1 

109.1 

94c  9 

93.4 

Meats 

2/203.6 

2/190.7 

131.0 

131, 8 

Idol 

95.7 

Beef  &  veal 

2/191.0 

2/174,6 

118.2 

118.5 

109  9  4 

'  99;.  6 

Po  rk 

2/207.1 

2/182.4 

112.6 

112.6 

86.1 

■  '88.0 

Lamb 

2/208.4 

2/187.7 

136,2 

136.4 

98,7  . 

•98.8 

Chickens  .  . 

'  186  o  9 

'  225.3 

152.5 

157,3 

97,2 

94.6 

Fish,  fresh  &  canned 

265.0 

249.7 

220.8 

217.8 

118.7 

;9.9 .6 

Dairy  products 

198.5 

202.4 

135.9 

133.4 

105.1 

95.1 

Eggs  .  ' 

201.6 

214.6 

192.1 

171,4 

97.4 

::  90.7 

s  Fruits  &  vegetables 

184,5 

176.5 

172.3 

183.5 

93.3 

••  ’  92,4 

Fresh 

.182.3 

178.8 

181.9 

196,2 

.  •9.3.4  .  ' 

.92. 8 

Ca  nne  d 

167,7 

154,6 

130,6 

130,3 

91,4 

•  -9-1.6 

Dried 

251.6 

198,7 

168.5 

168.6 

99.6  . 

90.3 

Beverages 

167,8 

•166.5 

124.9 

124.7 

90,9 

94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

244.3 

147.9 

124.4 

124.0 

80.3 

84.5 

Sug^r  &  sweets 

1YG.5 

167.5 

126.5 

126,6 

95.3 

95.6 

Pereent  Change  to  November  15.  1946 

ALL  FOODS 

-- 

4.3 

54.0 

•7  7,  O 

Oo  © 

91,9 

100,7 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

^  mm 

1.5 

28,9 

28,9 

48. 2 

50.5 

Meats 

mm  mm 

2/  6.8 

55.4 

54.5 

101,4 

•  112.7 

Beef  A  veal 

mm  mm 

2/  9.4 

61,6 

61o  2 

74.6 

91.8 

Po  rk 

— 

2/13.5 

83.9 

83.9 

140.5 

135.3 

Lamb 

-- 

2/  9.4 

50.8 

50.6 

108.1 

107.9 

Chickens 

— 

16.2 

23.9 

20.1 

94,3 

99.7 

Fish,  fresh  «•  canned 

— 

6.1 

20.  C 

21.7 

123.3 

166.1 

Dairy  products 

mm  mm 

-  1.9 

46.1 

48,8 

88.9 

113.2 

Eggs 

rnm  mm 

-  6.1 

4.9 

17.6 

107.0 

122.3 

Fruits  A  vegetables 

mm 

4,5 

7.1 

0.5 

97,7 

99.7 

Fresh 

w  mm 

2,0 

0.2 

-  7.1 

95,2 

96.4 

Canned 

« — 

8,5 

28 . 4 

28.7 

83.5 

83.1 

Dried 

— 

26,6 

49.3 

49,2 

152.6 

178,6 

Beve rages 

— 

0.8 

34.3 

34,6 

84.6 

76.8 

Fats  &  oils 

— 

65.2 

9-6  •  4 

97.0 

204.2 

189.1 

Sugar  &  sweets 

-  ti  , 

mm  mm 

n 

1.8 

34.8 

34.7 

78.9 

78.3 

l/  The  wage  formulas  apply  to  Jan.  1,  1941,  Jan.  14,  1941  is  the  nearest  date  for 
whieh  data  on  retail  prices  of  individual  foods  have  been  computed. 

2/  The  index  now  reflects  fully  She  current  level  of  prices  for  meats  as  well  as  the 
entire  price  change  that  occurred  since  mid-August  1946.  Most  meat  price#  in  the 
intervening  months  were  held  unchanged  from  August  levels  for  those  cities  where 
an  adequate  number  of  quotations  was  not  obtained  because  of  the  severe  moat 
shortage.  In  other  cities  prices  for  some  meats  were  compared  Girectly  with  the 
nearest  preceding  month  for  which  a  sufficient  number  of  quotations  were  secured- 
*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  3, 
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IABLF  3  -  OOITSIJI'FHS  ’  FRICF  IHTTX  FOR  LARG*  CITIES* 
PVP.c^i'T  CHANGES  TO  NOV3EB8R*  1946 
FOR  SP^CT  ■  rPD  PATH'S,  BY  CITIES 


City 


Oct.  15 

1946 


Last 

month 


Hov.  15 
1945 


Year 

a^o 


Aua.  15 
1945 


V-J 


Jan .  1 
1941 

’■’aye 

base 

date* 


Aug .  1*5 
1959 


Month 
before 
war  in 
Far one 


AVFRAGF 


2.2 


17.5 


•17.3 


50.5 


53.9 


Baltimore',  Md . 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston  ;■  .Mass . 
Buffalo,.  IT.  Y. 
Chicago',.  Ill. 


2.5 

4.9 
0.9 
2.1 

1.9 


17.1 

-18.5 

17.0 

15.4 

19.4 


16.4 
17.7 
16.0 

15.4 
18.9 


53.3 

55.1 

47.1 
46.5 
50  .3 


56.4 

60.0 

50.2 

51.6 

54.1 


.  Cincinnati ,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver ,  .Colo . 
v  Detroit ,  .Mich, 
Houston,  Tex. 


4.4 

2.7 

,5.7 

.2.0 

.3.8 


18.2 
16  .2 
19.4 
15.8 
17.6 


18.2 

16.0 

18.6 

15.6 

17.3 


53.4 

50.3 

51.4 
50.2 

46.5 


57.0 
53  .3 
53.5 
54.0 
48.4 


Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Minneapolis ,  Minn . 
Hew  York,  Hew  York 
.  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


.3.0 

4.0 

1.7 

0.8 

1.7 


14.8 

15.9 
18.0 

17.9 
.17,5 


14.7 

17.6 

18.7 

18.3 

17.3 


48.7 

50.3 
45.6 

52.3 

51.8 


48.4 
53.3 
48.6 
55.. 4 
54.0 


Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Savannah,  G-a . 

Seattle,  Wash. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


2.8 

.2.4 

3  .7 

4  .2 
2.2 
1.7 


17.8 

18.3 

18.0 

.17.3 

16.7 

15.7 


17.6 

17.6 

19.7 

16.8 
16.7 
16.2 


51.3 
48.5 

55.8 

59.4 

51.9 

49.9 


55.6 

52.9 

59.7 

62.7 
54.6 

51.9 


*  See  general  exn la  nation  of  tables  on  page  3 
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TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  URGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES,  NOVEMBER  19 46 


(Indexes,  1935-39  =  100 o0) 


..7 — - - 

All 

Fuel,  Electricity  &  Ice 

- , — 

Food 

Cloth- 

Gas  & 

Other 

House- 

Mis cel 

City 

Items 

ing 

Total 

Elec- 

Fuels 

furnish* 

lane- 

tricity 

&  Ice 

in  gs 

ous 

AVERAGE 

151.7 

187.7 

168.7 

11)4.7 

91.8 

137,0 

169.1 

I32.O 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

— 

192.0 

— 

118.7 

83.O 

151.5 

_ 

Baltimore,  Md . 

151*4 

195.1 

168.3 

117,9 

96.5 

135.2 

176.5 

131.0 

Birmingham,  Ala . 

157.6 

203.5 

161.5 

111;  .6 

79.6 

140.9 

157.9 

130.0 

Boston,  Mass, 

il*5.8 

177.8 

I63.8 

124.3 

102.6 

136.0 

■  160.7 

125.2 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

11*9.3 

175.4 

170.5 

117-3' 

9h.9 

137 .2 

176.1* 

135.5 

Chicago,  Ill. 

152.1 

189.4 

1 64  08 

106.2 

83.5 

129.7 

162.0 

I3O.2 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

152.8 

137.0 

167  o3 

113  *3 

90.8 

135.8  ■ 

169.1 

,131*.  1*  ' 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

153.3 

193.1 

160.9 

118.1 

104*9 

131.0 

157.5 

.I3I.4 

Denveh,  Colo. 

151 .1* 

192.7 

161.1 

101.3 

77.3 

129.1* 

187.1* 

129.3 

Detroit,  Mich. 

151.7 

181.6 

1 64 .9 

117  06 

8L.1 

11*2.9 

175.1 

11*2.5 

Houston,  Texas 

11*9.1* 

190.0 

161 .3 

9k*  1 

81 .8 

127.2 

169.5 

131.6 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

— 

187.3 

- 

118.5 

86.6 

137.3 

- 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

— 

199.1 

119.2 

92.3  . 

•142.2 

_ 

Kansas  City,  Mo; 

ll|6.3 

178.0 

157.6 

117.9 

91.2 

142,2 

160.2 

133.6' 

Los  Angeles, Calif . 

.151*. 1. 

196.1 

162  .3 

92.5 

91.0 

99.8 

166,2 

134.  Q 

Manchester,  W.  H, 

- 

185.6 

- 

127.7 

96.7 

11*3-2 

— 

— 

Memphis,  Term. 

- 

207.3 

- 

111.3 

77.0 

130.1* 

— 

- 

Mi lwauk e e ,  W iso. 

— 

181+ .1 

- 

117-3 

93.8 

133.3 

- 

- 

Minneapolis ,  Minn . 

1L8  .2 

181.7 

172.3 

1110.1 

78.9 

130.5 

166.6 

131.0 

Mobile,  Ala. 

- 

193.8 

- 

107 .1 

83.9 

125,8 

k 

— 

New  Orleans,  La. 

- 

207.!* 

102  .1 

75.1 

130.7 

— 

— 

New  York,  N„  Y* 

153.8 

.188.6 

185.3 

116.5 

9b.  1* 

150.1* 

165.2  - 

134.2 

Norfolk,  Va c 

- 

197.0 

- 

122.5 

9k  .9 

144.3 

— 

— 

Philadelphia ,  Pa . 

150,6 

I0I.6 

163  o9 

121.1 

92.5 

142.9 

i.68 .1 

129.0 

Pittsburgh,  pa> 

l53  e  l  .. 

188  a  5 

195*1 

116.9 

103.3 

140.2 

161.7 

126.6 

Portland,  Maine 

- 

178  09 

- 

122.5 

95*>5 

1  56,  1 

— 

— 

Portland,  Oreg., 

- 

194 . 8 

- 

120.0 

Og  xli 

162  .2 

— 

— 

Richmond,  Va*  . 

- 

183 ,2 

- 

11-2*6 

9U.2 

12  *>,3 

— 

Stt  Louis,  ko. 

150 .0 

191 08 

164  cl; 

111  .6 

07  O 

V  l  0  4 

,12603 

11*6,7 

126,8 

San  Francis  co, Calif, 

156.6 

205.2 N 

161.7 

8-2.3 

72,7 

115.2 

139.7 

11*3 .9  ■ 

Savannah,  Ga. 

161.6 

209.1* 

163 .4 

118.3 

91.2 

134.6 

178.2  * 

136.6 

Scranton,  Pa.. 

- 

185.6 

■»* 

130.1* 

91.8 

151*. 0 

Seattle,  Wash* 

155.1 

194.6 

162.7 

108.8 

8  3.9 

129.6  s 

166,5 

139  .i* 

Washington,  D.  C. 

11*9.8 

186.8 

I8608 

117  .1 

• 

91+.4 

132.2 

170.2' 

136.6 

*  S<3e  general  explanation  of  tables  oji  page  3: , 
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TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FCR  LARGE  CITIES 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  OCTOBER  15  TO  NOVEMBER  15,  1946 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Fuel,  Electricity  &  Ice 

House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Miscel¬ 

lane¬ 

ous 

Total 

Ga  s  & 
Elec¬ 
tricity 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

AVERAGE 

2.2 

4c  3 

1.0 

0.3 

0.2 

Oo  4 

0.9 

0.9 

Atlanta,  Ga, 

mm 

8.2 

mm 

1.9 

0.1 

2.7 

Baltimore,  Md. 

2.5 

4.8 

0.5 

0 

0 

0 

'2.4 

1.0 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

4.9 

11.2 

-0.3 

0.3 

0 

'  Oc  4 

1,2 

1.2 

Boston,  Mass. 

0.9 

1,9 

-0.2 

0.3 

1.1 

0 

-0.4 

0.3 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

2.1 

4.2 

1.2 

1.3 

0 

2.1 

0.9 

0.6 

Chicago,  Ill. 

1.9 

3.3 

1.2 

0.1 

0 

0.1 

1.2 

1.3 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

4.4 

9.2 

2.0 

0 

0 

0 

1.0 

1.4 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

2.7 

5.5 

1,0 

0 

c 

0 

1.4  - 

1.5 

Denver,  Colo. 

5.7 

12.4 

3.0 

0.5 

0 

0.8 

l.C  ' 

0,2 

Detroit,  Mich. 

2.0 

4.4 

1*3 

0.1 

O' 

0.1 

0.9 

0.6 

Houston,  Texas 

5.8 

8.8 

0.6 

6.0 

0 

18.5 

Oo  2 

1.2 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

- 

6.5 

- 

0 

c 

'  0,1 

- 

- 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

— 

9.1 

— 

0 

0 

0 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

3.0 

6.8 

0.5 

0.6 

c 

0.9 

0.8 

1.5 

Lo  s  Ang  e  1  e  s ,  Ca  1  i  f . 

4.  C 

8.4 

0.9 

0 

c 

0 

1.8 

1.2 

Manchester.  N*  H. 

- 

4.9 

- 

0.1 

0.3 

0 

— 

- 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

- 

8.5 

- 

0 

C 

0.2 

- 

mm 

Mi Twa uke  e ,  Wise. 

- 

5.3 

- 

0 

0*1 

0 

- 

- 

Minneapolis,  Minn, 

1.7 

2.3 

2.6 

1.0 

c 

1.4 

1.2 

1.7 

Mobile.  Ala. 

mm 

6c  0 

- 

0.1 

0 

0 

— 

_ 

New  Orleans,  La. 

- 

5.8 

- 

0 

c 

0 

— 

— 

New  fork,  N.  Y. 

0.8 

1.0 

1.4 

0.3 

0.5 

-0.1 

1.0 

0.4 

Norfolk,  Va. 

- 

4.1 

- 

0 

c 

0 

— 

— 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

1.7 

3.1 

0.7 

-0.1 

0 

-0.2 

0.8 

0.8 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.. 

*'  2.8 

5.1 

2.4 

0 

0 

0 

0.4 

1.0 

Portland,  Maine 

- 

3.1 

- 

-1.1 

-4.5 

0.1 

~ 

Portland,  Oreg. 

- 

6*0 

- 

-1.6 

-3.0 

-0*8 

- 

mm 

Richmond, . Va. 

- 

7.0 

- 

0 

0  . 

0 

— 

— 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

2.4 

4.5 

0.7 

.  0 

C 

0 

0.7 

1.4 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

3.7 

7.2 

1.0 

..  0 

0 

0 

1.8 

1.0 

Savannah,  Ga. 

4.2 

8.9 

-0.1 

0.2 

C 

0.2 

1.4 

0.7 

Scranton, .  Pa. 

mm 

1.7 

- 

0 

0 

0 

• 

Seattle,  Wash. 

2.2 

’4.6 

1.2 

0 

0 

0 

-0.4 

0.5 

Washington,  D.  C. 

1.7 

3o  4. 

. 

Oo  9 

-0.3 

0 

-0.4 

1.8 

0.8 

*  See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  Page  3 
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COHDiJMERS ’  PRICE  IRDEX  -  DECEMBER  15,  1946 


Ui 


HiVtr<SlTY  Of  lum 


December  15  Consumers’  Trices  18  percent  Richer  Than  Year  A'"o 


Preliminary  figures  on  the  rise 


the 


consumers  ’  price  index  'between  November  ly  and 
December  15  were  released.  January  21.  Final 
figures  through  December  IjR.  are  given  in'  fchij 

report 


Retail  prices  of  goods  and  5n:‘ctased  by  mo  derate'-- income  city 

families  rose  0,7  percent  'between  ^i4~J::vr  her  aad  mid-December.  according  to  the 
Bureau  Ox  Labor  Statistics  of  the  d *  S »  Dcf  vjt  bsM&at  of  La  t?  or *  prices  for  food,  the 
most  important  part  of  the  f ami  ip.  '•  un:;.,  v.,  dr;v  :  .■  l.C  orient,  but  prices  for  all 

other  major  groups  of  living  essentials  surveyed  this  month  advanced  cr.orpJy .  Jr. 
the  first  full  month  after  the  end  of  price  control,  .rices  for  clothing,  house- 
furnishings ,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services 


increased  5r0  .  ercent  on  the 


average. 


The  Overall  rise  of  0«7  percent  --  the  smallest  ninthly  increase  since 
June  15,  1948  —  brought  the  consumers’  price  index  to  153.5  (1955-59  =  100  4  On 
December  15,  194-,  retail  prices  were  15  percent  higher  than  in  mid-June  l-jlp, 
lo  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago,  and  55.5  percent  above  the  August  1959  level* 

The  food  bill  for  city  workers’  families  declined  1,0  percent  between 
mid-Rovemb er  ana  mid-December.  Retail  prices  for  lard,  oleomargarine,  all  red 
meauo,  creese,  cirrus  fruit,  green  bears,  and  lettuce  were  lower  on  December  15 
unan  on  November  Ip*  Lower  prices  for  these  items  more  than  offset  continued 
advances  in  the  retail  -  prices  of  cereal  and  bakery  products,  butter  and  milk, 
canned  and  dried  fruits  and  Verb tables,  coffee,  and  sugar . 


ClotAxug  Traces  for  moderate -mo one  families  rose  y»2  percent  curing  oh 
first  full  montn  toil  'winr  the  removal  of  price  controls,  with  increases  in 
practically  ail  tyj :  oc  of  clothing  and  in  shoes.  Leather  footwear  prices  led  the 
upswing  with  men’s  and  women’s  shoes  advancing  9  and  7  percent,  respectively 
Prices  were  higher  for  men’s  overcoats  and  suits,  work  clothing,  and  other  cotton 
apparel  and  for  most  women’s  clothing  items*  Women  *  s  rayon  dresses  and  underway  r 
prices  had  the  largest  increases;  retail  prices  of  ny.V  n  stockings  also  udvycced 

although  supplies  h,.e  ir.i$refe&  markedly*  Prices  for  woman’s  coats  dropped  slight 
m  mid -December  because  of  seasonal  sales. 

House  furnishings  prices  advanced  3*6  percent  between  mid-November  and 
mid-December  as  most  items  in  this  group  were  higher.  Tne  increases  were  uttribir 
to  higher  cost  of  merchandise  for  new  stock.  Prices  of  washing  machines,  electric 


F age  2 

December  I9I46 


4 


and  gas  refrigerators,  and  of  other  household  appliances  advanced  more  rapidly  than 
prices  of  furniture  following  the  removal  of  price  controls. 


Miscellaneous  goods  anu  services  costs  rose  2*7  percent  during  the  month, 
as  the  cost  of  medical  care,  particularly  hospital  rates,  continued  to  increase. 
Higher  prices  for  automobiles,  newspapers,  motion  picture  admissions,  barber  and 
beauty  shop  rates,  and  tobacco  also  contributed  to  this  advance.  Prices  of  laundry 
services  and  cleaning  supplies  jumped,  sharply  between  mid -November  and  mid-December 


Fuel,  electricity,  and  ice  coots  rose  0,6  percent  on  tile  average.  Retail 
prices  of  coal  increased  in  most  cities  in  advance  of  the  January  freight  rate 
increase  and  as  supplies  were  reduced  because  of  the-  coal  strike*  Fuel  oil  prices 
moved  up  2.1|  percent  following  increases  for  crude  oil  in  November ,  The  cost  of 
to  consumers  m  Portland,  Oregon  rose  9  percent-  after  a  rate  change  on  December  y.  .. 


Rents  were  not  surveyea  in  B , comber . 


/ 


A 


V  r.-.'i-V. - .-r.— f..-  .rr|  ..r.r._.T-r- ,_r|  r_ .  an|||  ^ 


GKlL-tUL  EXPLANATION 
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% 

♦  Note ;  The  "consumers’  price  inj-tox  for  mode r utv - inoceshi  fosnili ws  in  large  cities,” 
formerly  known  as  the  "cost  of  living  index,"  measures  average  changes  in  retail 
prices  of  selected  goods,  rents,  and  services,  weighted  by  quantities  bought  by 
families  of  wage  earners  end  moderate- income  workers  in  large  cities  in  1  I;t » 
The  items  pr iced  for  the  index  constituted  about  70  percent  of  the  expenditures 
of  city  families  whose  incomes  averaged  $1,52-4  in  1 93hm3'~'* 

Since  May  194*+  a  statement  has  been  included  in  the  monthly  report  on 
the  consumers’  price  index,  given  a  brief  explanation  of  the  index.  This  state¬ 
ment  pointed  out  that  during  the  war  changes  in  the  quality  and  the  aval labiJ ity 
ol  consumer  goods,  the  underreporting  of  over -ceiling  prices,  and  the  disapp  e-aranc' 
special  sales  were  not  fully  reflected  in  the  indexes. 

Beginning  with  tno  release  of  the  August  1945  consumers’  price  index,  th: 
statement  was  enlarged  to  summarize  the  findings  of  the  President's  Committee  o-: 
the  Cost  of  Living «  The  Committee  has  estimated  in  Mov miter  1344  that  “ 
understated  the  rise  in  retail  prices  feotwv m  January  194-1  and  Svptombei 


account  wore  taken  of  continued  d  j  ter  lor  eti  ' 
moi  C  i-ai.  usd  Oe  tween.  September  19- A’  Odd  September  1'  Tjy, 

period  from  January  194-1  to  Suptu-uhar  .59';;’  v.euld  tit.l  approximately  f>  points  for 
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large  and  small  cities  combined* 


A  further  statement  on  thic  subject  wiui  be  available  in  tla 
Exp  Inna  tic:--  of  Tables: 


u  r  iutur 


The  indexes  are  based  on  tdne-to-time  chang 
services  pure  ms*  -n  ''~7  n»f»rti»r»o4v:  _  ‘  «/,/-.•» <*» 


i  by  moderate-.' no omo  families  in  far  m 


of  F 


indicate  whwtd.r  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  dtp  tin 


in  i.ux?  cos 

-<  cities.  They  do  not 
..n  in  mother. 


code  md 


pht-a  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  January  194.1, 
on  Taoies  1  and  3.--  which  have  been  estimated  ftr  January  1. 

vTago^  Base  Dato.  January  1,  1941  is  the  base  dud  for  determining  allow¬ 
able  'cost  of  living’*  Wags  increases  under  the  "Little  Stod"  formula  and  under 
tne  wage-price  policy  of  February  194-6.  January  1,  1941  indexes  in  Tables  1  rma  3 
have  been  estimated  by  assuming  an  even  rate  of  change  from  December  15-  I94O  to 
the  next  pricing  period* 

F ood  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  pc  cities  during  the  first  four  days 
of  the  week  which  includes  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the  1.  onth.  Agpreqai 
costs  of  foods  in  each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families  of 
wage  earners  and  moderate- income  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States 
witn  the  use  of  population  weights.  In  March  1943  the  number  of  cities  included  in 
the  food  indvit  was  increased  from  yl  to  56,  and  the  number  of  foods  from  54  to  (1 

Prices  of  clothing,  hous^furnichings ,  and  miscellaneous  .•nods  services 
ar°  obtained  an  yk  xerge  citlLs  in  March,  . Uoce^Ber^ 

v^ning  months,  prices  are  collected  in  21  of  the  34  cities  for  e  shorter  list  of 

gooas  and  services* 


__  _  CE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE -I  EC  OLE  FAMILIES 

for  large  cities  ce  eieed*  for  SPECIFIED  DATES ,  BY  GROUPS 

II.  DEEDS  AMD  PARCEL T  CniinGES 


Dec,  13 

19ip 

N ov «  15 

19)16 

Dec,  15 

1965 

Aug,  15 

I9k5 

Jan.  1 

19U1 

Aug , 15 

1939 

This 

Month 

last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

V-J 

Mage 
■Base 
Date  * 

Mo  nti  1 
Before 
War  in 

Fnrone- 

Indexes.  1955 ”39  =  100.0 


ITEMS 

Food 

Clothing 

Rent 

Fuel,  electricity  <■:  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
Ho u  s  e  f u r n i s  M ng  s 
Miscellaneous 


j  ITEMS 
Food 
Clothing 
Rent  l/ 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice. 
Ecus ef urni s  hings 
Miscellaneous 


13 

3*3 

R152.2 

129.9 

1-9.3 

100.8 

98.6 

lJ 

r  0 

9  *7 

187.7 

li+i.u 

ll|.0,9 

97.6 

93.3 

17 

0*9 

Rl? 1,0 

149.  6 

lip.l;. 

101.2 

100.3 

— 

108.3 

— 

105.0 

104.3 

11 

2  0  ^ 

Rllij.e  8 

110,3 

111,1.;. 

100.8 

97.5 

O 

7 

13 

2.0 

91.8 

96.0 

oc  0 

7t  •  ■— 

07  CE 

71 

99.0 

n  -7 

O.p 

R137.2 

126.1 

i  97  O 

10k.  0 

96.3 

1/ 

7.1 

O 

O 

1 - i 

1 - 1 

rv* 

h-M 

ll|8,3 

146.0 

140.2 

100.6 

13 

O#  J- 

R132.5 

CD 

0 

OJ 

r — i 

12k.  5 

100.8 

100,  k 

Percent 

Change  to 

December 

15,  1946 

0,7 

18,0 

18,6 

52.1 

55.5 

— 

-1,0 

31-5 

31.9 

90.5 

98.8 

—  r. 

3®2 

18.1 

20.6 

7)4.6. 

76.0 

,  1 

—  — 

3.1 

3.8 

0o6 

U.7 

z  7 

y  *  / 

-  1  / 
i-Aj-*  O 

13.5 

0,2 

— E-  9  i- 

-3. 2- 

-y  oo 

-7.1 

a* 

0,6 

9.7 

8.7 

y3  «o 

63.6 

« 

3  46 

19.U 

O  n  *2 
kip  9 

76.7 

76.0 

-  — 

2.7 

9.1 

9.3 

33  *7 

35.6 

*  Pee  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  3 
l/  percent  change  to  September  IE,  19'  6. 
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TABLE  2  - 


RETAIL  iOOI)  PRICES  TN  RC F!  CT^t’Bo  fT}'r'p~  wp 

KfR  IP ECIFIFD  mss,  BY 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  ($&&'?%$ 
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Group 


ALL  FOODS - 

Cereals  .&  bakery  products 
.Meats 

Beef  &  veal 

Pork  . 

Lamb 

Chickens 

Pish, .fresh  &  canned 
Dairy  products  * 

Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  Sc  ails 
Sugar  &  sweets  ' 


•  Leo,  15  ’ 
19.46  . 

.'.M'v .  15 
•  1'jJP 

Dc-o.  15 

1945 

Ji.U.-"  •  J- 

1945  ’ 

i  Jaij  >  1:J 

1941 

sup,  15 

1939 

'Afro  ‘*1 

Dor  i h  ■ 

Vh.rs 

Last 

Year 

V-J 

_ 

oL  ■  e 

Before 

Month 

.J 

Month 

Ago 

.  %. 

Date 

1/ 

War  in 

V’  )V,*i  ’A/-5 

,.J  4  v./  4 

Indexes,  19b 5— SC  =  loo 


185.9 

14-1.6 

197.8 

187.6 

107  ~ 

1FB,B 

lb,9.4 

267.6 
204*9 
201.3, 


1  O  r*  r? 

J-O  ;  •  / 

140.6 

205.6 
191.0 

f-V\7  1 

905.4 
165.9 
fog  f  o 


IOC'  r; 

v.  *  w 


»  c 


>1 

109 .2 

"1  r  •  «n  /•». 

L  0  L  «  rC 

^  1  7' 

o  * 

0  r»  /-• 

lii.. 

155.1 
2  71  ,7 

“1  -*  «?/  O 

**  '  -%  r* 

4  .K  .»• 


165  ,.0 

1  6-1  ' 

1  7 'f 
x-  I  *  »  *. 

1  Mi 

'  -  0  c; 

1  .  *"•.  1 

^  t  ^  •  •. 

172.6 

^  *:  *7  <7 

-t.v.  <  • 

1  4'  8'  y 
X«  J\j>  ■>  • 

966.0 

0  :  <(  -j  / : 

176,2- 

167,0 

1  P4  e 

C  c  ~  v. 

5- .  >;  '•- 

i  2  7 . 1 

140.9 
109.1 
1S1  »3 
118  <5 
112.  C 

1  v.p  A 

—  M  #‘a; 

3  C  r7  7? 
L  «..>  »  c  < . 

217.0 

O'  .  .0 

1  p;*j  ? 


196.8 

150.? 

100  v  6 


1  r ' 

l  <4.  ‘ 


1  70 


i  r*m  u 
*'-•  1  V*  «  »...• 


•!  .6 


180.0 

180.6 


97.3 

94.9' 

101.1 

109.4 

86  a  X 

98.7 

on  o 

1  16  ry 
-  -L  v  •  / 


-0  z1 

qq  r 

90 .9 

>  •4  N,  7 


Q  7.  l; 

38,4 
90,7 
on  r, 


80.0 


:M.O 

<7  'x 
•  •  1  ' 

9?  cl 

n 


:  >.) 
-y~ 

nr- 

■  \s  < 

O' 


ALL  FOODS 

Cereals  &  b a ke ry .product 


Meats 


'■'O 


Beef  .4.  veal 

Pork 

Lamb 

Chi cken s 

» 

Fish ,  fresh  v &  canned 
Dairy  products 


>6  era*  q 


Percent  Chanr<-  v  p^ce 
-  l.G 


4  1 


J! 


Frui  ts  & .  ve  ge  tabl  e  s 
the  sh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  Sr.  oils- 

X  »« 

Sugar  Si  svmets 

1/  The  wage'  formulas  sr-ply  to 
which  data  on  retail  price 
R ■ ■ Revised . 


rri 

U.  0  • 


w,7 

29.7 

VO 

—  fv  VP 

50.8 

-  1.0 

58.6 

r>  ry 

*“*  4'  ci  / 

71 ,7 

or .  0 

4  8  4... 

45  0  7 

Q.5 

9.  V  n 
<•'<-*  1 

1.0 

20  0  7 

*  ± « 

/i  ^7  cr 
7  <  ♦  '9 

-  0C2 

0  i 

0.5 

/I  r 

.  9  e 

„  0  9 

0  V- 

-  4.1 

2  7 

a  p  r 

6  •  r> 

fir  ^ 

•nv.  •  ... 

5.Q- 

,n  i 

8  -  • 

-15.  £ 

r:  n 
■  -  <.9  0  r 

2.8 

t  -  C  c  • 

lr.  J  an'. 

15,  ]  9 

di;al  fee 

dc  have 

r-  i  q 

«.  . « . 

no  o 

S-  .Jf  0.' 


/  A. 


»  t. 

.7 


•t  '  s  / 
r. ,  i  ^ 

e  0 . 7 
7  8  0 

^  •  c 

T  '7  L* 

0.8 

-  8.0 

70  C 

*  -  f  »  V-> 

59  cO 
■  P  ? 
67.2 
■'  8 . 5 


90.1 

»  g*.  t*' 

a9,e 

•  'a  c 

*.  •  *w  6 

*  T":  .1 

184  g 
101  ci 

*  94. S 

1  O  L  /. 
±<0  »  '  «  .; 

01  p 

106.5 

OCi  5T 

v  r,  .. 

9?  ;4 
88.8 
109.1 

07  p. 
i  r;.>  ^ 

X.  ^  )  83  T-- 

8?  .0 


in  th*"4  rgenrest  <<h 
can  comnuto.d . 


vf-  4,  t-  4. 

5  3..  6 

106.7 

88.1 

119.7 
101.2 
100.2 
168*7 
115 .3 

121.7 

100.2 

91, C 
111;  #Vl 
196  ,8 

<  -  r; 
0-8  •  / 

14f  .? 

e-n  /• 

6' t.  • 

ie  for 


■ 


Page  6 

December  I9I4.6 


TABLE  3 


City 

Nov,  15 
1946 

jDec,  15 
!  1945 

i  Aug . • 15 

1  1945 

Jan .  1 
1941 

Aug,  15 

1939 

Last 

month 

j  Year 
j  ago 

1 

V~J 

Wage 

base 

date# 

Month 

Before 

War  In 
Europe 

v  j  v 

AVERAGE 

0.7 

M8.0 

18. G 

52.1 

55.5 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

18.0 

18,7 

56.1 

59.0 

Baltimore,  Md « 

0.5 

17.5 

17.4 

54.6 

57.8 

Birmingham,  Ala, 

0,4 

18.7 

18.4 

56.0 

60,9 

Boston,  Mass, 

1,4 

18.7 

17  c.9 

49.5 

52,6 

Buffalo,  N ,  Y. 

1.4 

1 16,9 

17.2 

48.9 

54,0 

Chicago,  Ill, 

0.3 

19.  $ 

I 

19.6 

j  51.2 

55,0 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

*— 0  0 1 

1  17.9 

IScl 

55  „ 

56.9 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

1.4 

:  13.1 

18.2. 

55.1 

56  c  2 

V. 

Denver,  Colo, 

0.4 

IS. 9 

19  ,4 

~P  t 

O  1.1  0  t  j 

54.7 

Detroit,  Mich, 

0.7 

’16.0 

16.7 

51.6 

55.4 

Houston,  Tex. 

1.5 

19.6 

19.5 

49.3 

51.2 

In  d ian apo lis ,  Ind . 

1C  ” 

■ 

18,6 

51.2 

57,3 

♦ 

Jacksonville,  Fla* 

15.6 

15.3 

55.3 

61,2 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

0.1 

14.8 

15,2 

49  .4 

49.1 

Los  Angeles,  Calif,  • 

0 

15,6 

1  7  q 

50.7 

55.7 

Manchester,  N.  H, 

— 

19  c  5’ 

19.3 

56.2 

60.0 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

— 

in  7 

JL  /  ♦  *.. 5 

lb  «  0 

56  ,6 

59.8 

Milwauk  ee ,  Wi s . 

— 

18.4 

10  n 

LO  m  t 

51.8 

' 

nr  •z 

JO  0  O 

Minneapolis, '  Minn . 

0.6 

18.7  . 

19.9 

4:7,1 

r'o  9 

r  ..  4  ^ 

Mobile,  Ala, 

* 

17,2 

16.5 

53.0 

55 , 8 

N  ew  0  rle  an  s ,  La , 

22.2 

21.0 

n  0 

OU  »< 

£5.4 

New  York,  N.'Y. 

0  0  6 

13.4  . 

13.4 

53 .  ? 

56.8 

Norfolk,  Va, 

17.6  . 

17  0  9 

56.7  j 

61  J. 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

1.3 

! 

18,6  . 

18.8 

c  <z  <7 

O-  J  .  1 

55.9 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

1.0 

18.7 

19.4 

t 

53.6 

57.9 

Portland,  Maine 

18.0 

17.5 

51 ,5 

C7  7 

|w 

Portland,  Oreg. 

— 

14.9 

16.2 

54.7 

r-  n  n 

0  r.  c 

Richmond,  Va. 

• — 

18.1 

18,4 

49.9 

52.5 

St,'  Louis,  Mo, 

0.4 

17.8 

18, G 

49.7 

54.1  . 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

0.8 

18,1 

21.1 

57.6 

61.5 

Savannah,  Ga. 

0,9  • 

17.8  . 

17.5 

60  o0 

65.3 

Scranton,  Pa, 

— 

20.2 

20.7 

r*  r*  O 

O  «.)  •  6 

60.4 

Seattle,  Wash, 

1.2 

16.7 

18.3 

54.0 

56.7 

Washington,  D.  C. 

1.1 

17.0 

— *•_  ...  . 

17.9 

52.2 

54.2 

See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  3, 


TABLE  U  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 


4 1  *.  U  vji  i 


(1935-39  =  loo.o) 


City 


AVERAGE 
October  15 
November  15 
December  15 

Atlanta 
October  15 
November  15 
December  15 

Baltimore 
October  15 
November  15 
December  15 

Birmingham 
October  15 
November  15 
December  15 

Boston 

October  15 
November  15 
December  15 

Buffalo 
October  15 
November  15 
December  15 

Chicago 
October  15 
November  15 
December  15 

Cine innati 
October  15 
November  15 
December  15 

Cleveland 
October  15 
November  15 
December  15 


All 

Items 


•t 


— 


Cloth- 


Food 


ing 


48,6 

152.2 

153.3 


180. 0;  168.1 

167.7 i  171.0 

185. 9  i  176.5 


155.8 

150.9 

154.9 

155.7 


150J.t 

157.9 

158.5 


44,6 
1I46  *  1 
46 . 2 


177*5 

192.0 

186*7 


186.1 
195  a 

192*5 


172.5 


y.<- )  rr 

|  C  .  ®  -i- 


183oO  |  163,0 

203 c5!  I63 .? 

198.4  i  170*1 


1744'  165  a 
177a  I  165.7 
178a  f  169. 4 


146.5  168.4  169.2 

149.6  j  175.4  ’172a 

175. 


151.7 

169.5 

152.5 
153.0 


46  «  5 
152.9 
152.7 


149*5 
i  154*0 
H56.2 


-.8 


1834 

189.4 

187.0 


178.7 

164.0 
166 .9 
172a 


171o 


,  164.8 
137.0  | 166.7 
184.0  1 171a 


183a 
193  a 
191*4 


161.1 

164.4 

17-4  6 


Fuel,  Elect. 
’aras~~& 
Rent  j  Total  Elect- 

r icitv 


114*4 

114.3 

H5.5 


118.0 

121.5 

129*3 


117.9 

118.0 

118.1 


91.6 

91.8 

92.0 


82*9 

83.0 

83a 


96.5 

96*5 

96.5 


114.3  ! 

114.6  j 

114*6  79*6 


79 .6 
79.6 


115.8 
117*3 
H7.7  ! 


106.1 

106.2 

IO7.7 


94.9 

94.9 

91.9 


83.5 

83*5 

83.5 


123*7  j  101.5 

1  124. i  102.6 
125.4  104.4 


113.3  !  90a 
113.3  !  90.8 


11* 


j  *£1 


90.8 


118.1  j 104,9 

lisa  i  104,9 
120.0  104.9 


5  revis 

ed) 

&  Ice" 
I  Other " 
;Fuel 

U  X 

}&  Ice 

Iiou  se~ 
Yirnich- 
1  ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

1 

j 

!  I36.6 

I68.5 

j  131.0 

137=2 

171,0 

132.5 

;  -138.3 

1 

\ 

17  /  *  I 

I  I36  ->  .1 

i 

1 

1 

!  150.2 

i 

157.0 

171.8 

| 

1 

173*8 

!  1 ! ,  7.  a 

|  -U.6?  »  O 

! 

i  17c  0 
: 

172.8 

129,3 

1  135.3 

177.3 

|  13ia 

135*5 

. 

182  a 

135a 

. 

! 

i  4°  *  5 

156.3 

128  *6 

!  140.0 

158.5 

130.2 

i  140C8 
\ 

1 

166.4 

134. 1 

135 . 7 

lAp  •> 

125*0 

135.7 

d  0  O 

125*8 

136.7 

169,2 

132.4 

i 

1  1.44 

175,6 

134.8 

1 137.2  : 

178,1 

135.8 

137.9 

133cl 

140 9  0 

! 

129*5 

160.6 

129.0 

'129.7  ! 

I63. 3 

131.0 

132.3 

170.3 

133*3 

134.8 

170,0 

132.6 

134.8 

169.4 

134.3 

134.9 

169.9 

136.9 

130.9  i 

157. 1  ’ 

129.7 

130.9  i 

161,0 

131*9 

134.7  1 

1 

169.4 

135.9 

Page  8 
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TABLE  4  -  (Continued)  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGS  CITIES* 

INDEXES  BY  GROUP'S,  BY  CITIES 


(Note:  Some  indexes  for  October  18  and  November  15  revised) 


October  1 5 
November  15' 
December  15 

Los  Angeles 
October  3-5 
November  15 


• 

( 1933 

>-39  = 

100,0) 

City 

AH  . 
Items 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Rent 

Fuel 

,  Elect, 

&  Ice 

Hou s  e - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

— — * . — 

jivliscel- 
! laneous 

Total 

l. 

Ga  s  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Other 

Fuel 
&  Ice 

Denver 

October 

15 

43.7 

171.4 

157.5 

—  - 

100.8 

77.3 

126.4 

186 .6 

129*  Q 

November 

15 

151.9 

192.7 

162.6 

-- 

101o  3 

77*3 

129.5 

188.6 

130.7 

December 

15 

152.5 

190.6 

166.9 

— 

102.4 

77*3 

131*9 

192.4 

132.8’ 

Detroit 

An 

October 

15 

143.8 

173.9 

I63.2 

-- 

117.5 

84,1 

142.8 

174*4 

141.7 

November 

15 

I52.O 

181.6 

166.0 

177.6 

84,1 

142,9 

176.8 

142.7 

December 

15 

1C2  -I 

0  -4 

179.2 

172.2 

-- 

I17.9 

84.4 

143.4 

178,7 

147*2- 

Houston 

' 

October 

15 

14^  *  2 

1747 

161.6 

— - 

88.8 

81,8 

IO7.3 

170,0 

130,4 

November 

15 

150cq 

190*0 

94.1 

81,8 

127  0  2 

171a 

“J  -7 

-p  a ,  t- 

December 

15 

152.3 

189.9 

171*9 

o1.  *1 

81.8 

127*2 

179.1 

I35.5 

Indianapolis 

* 

October 

15 

— 

175.9 

118.6 

86 ,6 

137  *4 

November 

15 

-- 

1S7.3 

- — 

_ 

118. 7 

o,<  ' 

0  y  O 

137.5 

... 

December 

15 

154.2 

184.3 

169.7 

119.4 

66.6 

158.6 

171.8 

139,0 

Jacksonville 

i 

October 

15 

182. 5 

— 

12 1  *9 

92.8' 

147  *  2 

1 

1 

4 

November 

15 

— 

199.1 

-- 

12/5*6 

92.8 

I32  c  5 

December 

15 

156,8 

194.8 

170,0 

— 

127  v  3 

92,8 

j  £J7  A  ! 

1  j 

162*9 

144 . 0 

Kansas  cifr 

T 

l 

• 

-J-LJ-R  *  1 

t,A  g 


147.0 


December  1 


j 


Manchester 
October  15 
November  1 5 
December  15 

Memphis. 
October  15 
November  15 
December  15 


Iht 


1' 


04  1 5 

.54.5 


156 


166  •  6 
178,0 
175.4 


182,8 
198, 1 

195.1 


157«6 

159.5 

162.6 


161.6 
164.0 
16 


117.3  j  91.2 
118,1  !  91.2 


118.2  i  91 


3 .5 


156.3 


176.9 

185.6 

86.7  1 167.5 


191.0  |  — 
207 .3  !  — 
206.0  1 175.0 

1 

i 


92*5 

92.5 

92.5 


127.6 

1  P7  6 

12806 


111  .3 
111.3 
112.1 


91e0 

91.0 

91.0 


96.4 
96.7 

96 .4 


141,0 
142.6 
l42«  8 


77 .0 

77.0 

77^0 


99.8 

99 . 8 

99.9 


143. 2 
143 . 1 
L-j4.  / 


130.2 

13Q.4 

131.6 


159.5 
161.1 
165 , 2 


16 


O  ) 

£.4 

2; 


173.1 


I  131*7 
134.2 
136.0 


152.7 
134.4 
135 .2 


161,3 


149 » 8 


131*7 


127.4 


TABLE  4 


(Continued)  CONSUMERS'  PRICE 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY 


INDEX  FOR 
CITIES 


F'-go  9 

De cumber  1946 


LARGE  CITIES* 


(Note: 


Some  indexes 


for  October 

(1933-39  = 


It  and  November  15  revised) 

100.0) 


City 


Milwaukee 
October  lp 
November  Ip 
December  Ip 

Minneapolis 
October  15 
November  Ip 
December  15 

Mobile 

October  Ip 
November  lp 
December  IE 

New  Orleans 
October  15 
November  IE 
December  15 

New  York 
October  lp 
November  lp 
December  Ip 

Norfolk 
October  Ip 
November  lp 
December  lp 

Phi 1 ade lphia 
October  lp 
November  Ip 
December  lp 


Pittsburgh 

October 

lp 

November 

15 

December 

15 

Portland,  j 

fee 

October 

15 

November 

15 

December 

15 

AH 

Items 


150,6 


11+5.9 

Hi3.8 

11+9.7 


153.6 


►'  *«• 

162.9 

1P2.8 
154  *p 

155*2 


157.6 


147.6 

156,5 

ISP  £ 


149*4 

lpp.3 

155  *4  » 


149.2 


T - 

Food 

] - - 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Rent 

Fue 

I,  Elect,  &  Ice 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

i 

1 

1 

Total 

Ga  s  fa 

Elect¬ 

ricity 

Other 
Fuel 
r  <8  Ice 

House- 
furnish- 
j  ings 

174*3 

117.3 

93*7 

133*3 

t— — - — - - 

i — 

1 

1 

lo4*l 

mm 

-- 

117*3 

93*8 

133*3 

*—  •«* 

179.7 

173.6 

117.4 

1 

93.7 

133*6 

183.4 

134*1 

177.6 

169.9 

100.0 

78.9 

12(3. 7 

16 -.0 

131,7 

175 .6 

110.1 

78.9 

130.5 

167,5 

—  y  •  v 

17-1.0 

130.2 

178.8 

1:10.7  ' 

78.9 

1 9 1 0  p 

169,9 

j  A  1 

182.3 

1 

j 

i 

107.0 

83.9 

125.8 

i 

iyp  o  b 

-- 

1 _ 

107, 1 

83.9 

j  id'- 08 

191.0 

1 1  1 

•*  — 

107.2 

83  c  9 

!  126.1 

160.9 

i 

125 , 7 

196.0 

102.3 

75.1 

151,4 

207,4 

•»  — 

102.6 

75.1 

132  co 

... 

202,4 

I6O.7 

i 

.102.6 

75*1 

T  7/-  y 

132»o 

170,9 

140.1 

136.7 

18J+.0 

! 

116,2 

93*9 

150  06 

164.9 

133,7 

186,6 
186 . 1 

| 

107.9 

193.1 

1+6.3 

116 ,6 

o' |  I , 

94*4 

150.4 
..  160.7 

167 . 7 
173-9 

J  J  •  1 

-T  I  / 

134*0 

139.8 

109.3 

197.0 

-- 

-- 

122,5 

122.5 

94.9 

94.9 

154*3 

"1  j  J  -7 

i-'-j/- !  ,  3 

II  1 

195.0 

165.9  , 

**• 

122.5 

94*9 

144.5 

173.2 

141.7 

176.2  | 

163*5 

121.2 

QPBq 

14-3*2 

I68.7 

128 1 1 

1 O  J-  4  „ .  j 

l'.p  ,6 

—  - 

121.1  . 

Q*  >  n 

92 .  p 

142,9 

171.7 

129,2 

it 1.8  j 
! 

1 7  P » 2 

121,2 

92 , 5 

4-3*0 

178.4 

133.3 

■ 

17Q  g  ! 

T  O  ( 

1 

191*7 

**  • 

116.9 

10p,3 

.140.2 

162,5 

I.  .1 

loo  up 

187.7  |. 

197*0 

300.p 

«• 

116,9 

116.8 

10p*3 

140.2 

140.2 

164.6 

172. 7 

126.2 

133*3 

1  vv  r~ 

1/P«P 

I 

-- 

ia.s 

99 « 9 

» 

136,0 

1/8.9  j 

— 

—  — 

122  0  5 

95*4 

136.1 

m  t  ui 

lSO.p  (J 

.03.0 

12^  .p 

5p»-  j 

1 

-p  7  »4 

L 

174.9  j 

i 

1 

133*1 
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TABLE  6  -  (Cantinued)  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  URGE  CITIES* 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 

(Note:  Some  indexes  for  October  15  and  November  15  revised) 

(1935-39  -  100.0) 


■ . .  . ——  ■  ■  ’  r 

1 

— 

Fuel 

Elec. 

&  Tce“  T 

Mis  cel- 
lane  ou: 

City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Rent 

Total 

Gas  k 
Elec t- 
r ic ity . 

Other 
Fuel 
k  Ic  6 

House- 

furnish- 

ings 

Portland,  Or  eg-. 
October  15 

mm  mm 

I83.7 

121.9 

88.0 

I63.5 

November  15 

— 

191+.Q 

-- 

— 

120.0 

85.1+ 

162.6 

— 

— 

December  15 

157.8 

196.0 

167 .4 

— 

122.6 

80.6 

166.3 

169.3 

133.7 

Richmond 

October  IN 

* 

175.9 

112.6 

96.2 

123.8 

November  15 

— 

188.2 

— 

-- 

112.6 

94.2 

12’p  0  8 

-- 

•m 

December  15 

149.3 

166. 5 

173.6 

-- 

II3.I 

94.2 

124.6 

173.0 

127.6 

St.  Louis 

October  15 

346.6 

183.6 

161+.2 

111.6 

97.2 

1260 

166  06 

12  p  0  0 

November  15 

150.6 

191.8 

166  0  5 

— 

1  1  1  ^  0 

97.2 

126.3 

16&.2 

128  c  3 

December  15 

151.2 

I89. 3 

170.5 

-- 

111,6 

97.2 

126.3 

155.0 

lp0,9 

Sen  Francisco 
' October • 15 

153.3 

191.4 

161.6 

f  — 

82  *  p 

-72.7 

115.2 

137.8 

142-7 

November  lp 

159.1 

205.2 

166*6 

-- 

6x.3 

72.7 

115.2 

141.7 

ll+6  a  p 

December  15 

I6O.4 

204,6 

169.6 

— 

62.5 

72.7 

116.4 

169.0 

ll+O  « ! \ 

Savannah 
‘  October  Ip 

155.2 

192.2 

166.2 

118.2 

91.2 

156.5 

176.5 

133,6 

November  15 

161.8 

209.4 

166  •  8 

— 

118,6  > 

91.2 

135.1 

179.6 

134.6 

December  15 

162.2 

205.8 

169.7 

-- 

120.0 

91.2 

137.3 

188.3 

137.0 

Scranton  • 

October  15 

— 

182. 5 

-  - 

— 

lp0.3 

91.8 

153.7 

— 

-- 

November  lp 

mm 

I85.6 

-- 

-- 

lpO.l 

91.8 

153.5 

— 

December  Ip 

154.0 

185.2 

177' .  1 

-  - 

129.9- 

91.8 

155.2 

170.4 

IPI.0 

Seattle. 

October  15 

151.9 

186.1 

161.5. 

# 

108.8 

83.9 

129.6 

I67.I 

138,8 

November  15 

155.3 

I9I+.6 

166.1- 

•• 

108.8 

83.9 

129.6 

166.7 

159.7 

December  lp 

157.2 

195.9 

168*5 

109.7 

83.9 

xp  1.2 

175.8 

16.1,6 

Washington 
October  15 

11+7.6 

180,6 

186,6 

117.4 

96.1+ 

132.7 

168.1+ 

135.6 

November  15 

150.5 

186  *  8 

139.6-  - 

— 

117.1 

9  6.6 

lp2.2 

172.0 

137.1 

December  15 

152.0 

186.1 

197.9 

H7.7 

94*6 

133-2 

180. p 

159.2 

*  See  general t explanation  of  tables  on  page  p. 
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TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS f  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARUE  CITIES* 

PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  NOVEMBER  15  TO  DECEMBER  15,  192+6 


— 

AH 

Items 

Food 

Fuel, 

plect. 

rSc  Ice 

I - 

Miscel 

laneou 

City 

Cloth- 

ir+tr 

r 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elec t- 
r icitj 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

House- 
j  furnish¬ 
ings 

average 

.  0.7 

-1.0 

3.2 

0.6 

0.2 

0.8 

9 .  b 

2*7 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

-1.7 

6 . 4 

0.1 

9*4 

i 

! 

Baltimore,  Md. 

0.5 

4.0 

o.l 

0 

0*1 

0  7 
(T*  *  f 

3a 

Birmingham,  Ala, 

0.+ 

-2.5 

4,o 

0 

0 

0 

5*0 

5^0 

Boston,  Mass. 

1.4 

0.2 

2.2 

1.0 

1.3 

0*7 

4.1 

a-  ^ 

^#2 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

1.1+ 

0,2 

3.3 

0*3 

0 

0*5 

2,8 

3.1 

Chicago,  Ill. 

0.3 

-1.3 

3.1 

1.J4 

0 

2.4 

4.3 

1*8 

C in c inna t i ,  Ohio 

-0.1 

-1.6 

i.-4 

0.1 

0 

0.1 

1 

0*3 

1,9 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

1.1+ 

-0 . 9 

6.2 

1.6' 

0 

2,0 

5.2 

z  0 

Denver,  Colo. 

r\  I 

o',  4 

-l.l 

2.6 

i.l 

0 

1,9 

2,0 

y c  u 
1.6 

Detroit,  Mich. 

0*7 

-1.3 

3.7 

o*3 

o.h 

o„3 

1.1 

3*2 

Houston,,  Texas 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

1.5 

•** 

-0.1 

■-1*6 

4.7 

mm 

/> 

\J 

0*6 

0 

0 

0 

!  0*8 

4.7 

2*3 

Jacksonville,  Fla* 

—2  •  2 

2.2 

0 

3.3 

Kansas  City,  Mo* 

0.1 

-1-5 

1*9 

0.1 

0 

Ool 

2*5 

1*3 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

0 

“1.5 

2,6 

0 

0 

0.1 

4a 

9  a 

0  *6 

Manchester,  N*  H« 

mm 

m 

0*6 

- 

0.8 

-0,3 

1,1 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

-0*6 

0*7 

0 

0.9 

Mi lwauke e ,  Wise  0 

- 

-2.i+ 

- 

0.1 

-0*1 

0.2 

■ 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

0.6 

-0,8 

1.8 

0.5 

0 

0,8 

1,4 

PJ, 

Mobile,  Ala. 

- 

i  ! 

-l«4 

— 

oa 

0 

0*2 

•»» 

New  Orleans,  La. 

- 

-2*1+ 

w 

0*2 

0 

0,5 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

0,6 

“1.3 

2.8 

0,1 

0 

0.2 

3.7 

3*9 

Norfolk,  Va. 

- 

-1*0 

0 

0 

0 

y  a  7 

Philadelphia,  pa. 

1-3 

0.1 

4.6 

0.1 

0 

0,1 

3.9 

3.2 

Pittsburgh,  pa. 

0 

0 

-o.i+ 

1.4 

-0.1 

-0.1 

0 

4*9 

4*0 

Portland,  Maine 

0.9 

— 

0.8 

0.2 

1.0 

Portland,  Oregon 

- 

0.6 

mm 

2*2 

3«7 

1.2 

mm 

Richmond,  Va. 

- 

-O.Q 

«p. 

0*4 

0 

0 

0,6 

St.  Louis,  Mo, 

0  J+ 

“1.3 

2.4  ' 

0 

0 

4e6 

2.0 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

0.8  . 

-0,3 

3.2 

0.2 

0  ' 

1.0 

5.2 

1*5 

Savannah,  Ga, 

Scranton,  pa. 

0.2 

-1.7  ' 
-0.2 

O 

•  1 

NX 

1.2 

-0.2 

0 

0 

1*6 

-0*2 

4.8 

I08 

Seattle,  Wash. 

1*2 

0.7 

2.6 

0.8 

0 

1.2 

5.5 

1*4 

Washington,  D.  C. 

1,1 

-0*4 

4.4 

0.5 

0 

0S.'8 

1 

1 

1 

a  •  a 

4.3 

1.5 

*  See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  p. 


Page  12 
December  1946 


TA.BLE  5-A  -  COaSUajliRS  *  PRICE  IEES3X  FOR  LARGE  C  a  TILS' 
rEEOEl'IT  CHARGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  Cl  TILS 
F2D*  SEPTEMBER  1C,  5D  DECrSfKBR  15,  1946 


I 

■ 

1 

fuel.  Elect.  <1 

ice  1 

All 

Cloth- 

p 

as  c2 

Other 

House- 

-IS  GO 

City 

Items 

Food 

*?  no’ 

Total 

loot- 

Fuels 

furnish- 

laneo 

i 

■  1 

ic'ity 

&  Ic  e 

ings 

AVERr-CL 

A 

5*1 

/ 

■  -  [ 

6.6 

6.6. 

1.0 

0.3 

I O 

6.9 

48 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

6.3 

8.6 

> 

6.1 

11.2 

0.2 

16.9 

5a 

4.9 

Baltimore,  Ld. 

■5*1 

6.8 

7.6 

0.4 

0 

0.7 

6.0 

4*9 

Birmingham, '  Ala. 

7o7 

12.3 

5.6 

0.4 

0 

0.5 

1046  ’ 

6,3 

Boston,  Lass. 

47 

6.0 

4,7 

1.0 

1.9. 

0.6 

“8.7 

6.3 

Buffalo,  II. A. 

4.7 

6.7 

/  / 

0  •  0 

A .  3 

0 

2.0 

r » ]■ 

4*4 

Chicago,  Ill.  - 

4.7 

6.1 

5.9  • 

n  P7 

X.  1 

0  ' 

O  A 
c. .  e 

r8  *4 

] ,  c. 
4*9 

C  inc  inn, a 1 1 ,  0 hio 

5.0 

Q  r-7 

d./ 

ip. 3 

•J .  i 

0 

0  T 

•  J- 

1.4 

....  / 
y  0  c 

Cleveland,  0hi6 

r'  1  O 

a  «  ^ 

6.7 

1.1.4 

T  / 

4.P 

s\  *  f'\ 

0  1  2  j  0 

» 

46 

4.0 

Denver,  Colo. 

7.0 

*■»  ri  l 
-La  #  JL 

0  0 

V’  0  £ 

1 , 7 

8 

2  •  - 

u2 

- 

Detroit,  Lich. 

4  ck 

6.4 

'  / 

O  #10 

•}.3 

c  .4 

'  0.4 

•*  ■  <-> 
O'*'- 

/A#  *4 

Houston,  Taras 

6.7 

9,5 

*7  fi 

f  •  -• 

6.J 

0 

lo*  y 

7.7 

l  •  1 

5.0 

Ind iana p 0 1 i s ,  Ind • 

5.5 

6.9 

[j  m  ,'S 

0  <,  0 

0 

ia 

o.p 

5.0 

Jacksonville ,  Ala . 

5.7 

7.8 

6.6 

6C  8 

0 

10 .0 

0  p 

4  7 

4.  / 

Kansas  City,  Ao • 

!,  9 

4* 

6.1 

t 

4* 

0.9 

0 

1*9 

4. 1 

4*2 

Lo s  Ange let.  Cal if . 
Mancbes ter,  L.  H. 

6.2 

6.5 

in  r. 

J..W  .  J 

9.6 

r*.r 

0. 

0.9 

0 

r»  r> 

O  f  Cl 

■0,1 

1.0 

10.0 

■ea 

f .  0 

r  A? 
0  •  t 

•4.0 

Memp his ,  Te rm • 

A  .0 

11.2 

8.9 

.  0.8 

0 

lVl 

5.0 

I.I  i  Ivj  a  u  k  e  e ,  V :  i  3  c . 

5.3 

r.;  0 

10.2 

0.2 

• 

0.1 

0.2 

O  1 

A-  *  1 

•  y 

Minneabo lie.  Lira". • 

5.1 

7.3 

/ 

0 .  0 

1.6 

0 

0  0 

i-  •  ~ 

a  r7 
^  •  / 

4.9 

T  T  ■*  •  *>  A  _ 

l<iO  A  v  |  JL  C*  # 

5.6 

•  6.5 

7 .  c 

0.3 

0 

0.5 

5.4 

4  •  6 

Lev  Orleans,  La. 

t;  0 
„9  *  j 

6.1 

9.4 

-0.6 

-2.6 

1.5 

*8.1+. 

7.3 

Lew  York,  IT.Y. 

3*9 

1 ;  1 
>•  0 

5 . 8  . 

.o.p 

f\  r- 

u  it  y 

-oa 

6,1- 

5.7 

Norfolk,  Va, 

5.9- 

9.9 

1.5 

-0.2 

C\ 

c.3 

'5.6 

6.1 

Philade lphia ,  Pa • 

4.5 

5.3 

/  r- 

O.  { 

.  0. 

,0 

-oa  ' 

7.0 

3.0 

O  '1  4~  J-  .*»  .  v»  • » !*>  r-'O 

1  x  >j  oc  1  a  y<  • 

5,4 

6.1 

8,0 

-0  •  1 

-6a 

o'  ■ 

’  9.1 

6.7 

Fo r .blan-1 ,  '  La  ine 

5. -5 

.  6.1 

A  8 

-0.2 

-3.7 

1.0 

70 

6.6 

?o r tland , “0  re  - » 

04.6 

.  6.2 

V  1 

;  • 

0.2 

6.8 

-oa 

8.0 

2.7 

RichAionc,  "Va. 

6.8 

11.  4 

6.0 

0.4 

0 

0.7 

4.1 

4.9 

St.  Louis,  Lo. 

5.6 

0.5 

p.l 

0 

■  .0 

0 

7.3- 

50 

San  r  rt\ no  i s c 0 ,  Oa  1  if  • 

6.3 

9.7 

: 

'  > 
o.n 

j 

.  0.2 

0 

1.0 

9.6 

3.6 

3  a  veema  h ,  Ga . 

!  '  5.5 

7.6 

5*2' 

’  0.8 

0 

i  TO 

0  c; 

3*7 

Sc  ran  tor..  Pa. 

c:  o 

/  c 

6.1). 

6.1 

-0.il 

0 

1  .'4  r 

j 

7.1 

6.9 

Seattle,  >.sh. 

6.3 

.  11.6 

4*  8 

i  .0.8 

.  0 

:  r  •  j 

«  f—  » 

7  0 

2o 

Las  Kins;  ton,  D.C. 

48 

.  ns 

r*»  / 

./  .0 

0.3 

0 

I  0J1 

’  11.  D 

3*3 

* 

<L 

t 

V 

*  See  General  Lrulanatioi 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Bureau  of  labor  Statistics 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


For  Release':  P.M.  Newspapers 

February  2  7,  1947 

CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  -  JANUARY  15,  1947 
January  Consumers'  Prices  Decline  0.1  Percent  After  10-Months  Continuous  Advance 


Preliminary  figures  on  the  rise  in 
consumers'  prices  Were  released  February  15. 
Fine  1'  figures  on  the  change  between  December 
and  January  are  released  today. 


The  10-month  auvance  amounting  to  18.3  percent  in  the  consumers’  price 
index  was  halted  by  mid-January,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Labor.  Retail  prices  of  consumers'  goods  and  services  declined 
0.1  percent  between  mid-December  and  mid-January  as  lower  prices  for  foods  more  tnan 
offset,  further  advances  in  the  retail  prices  of  other  living  essentials.  Tn.is  was 
the  first  decline  since  February  1946. 


The 

compared  with  153.3 
percent  more  for  goods 
mid- August  1939.  The 
change  in  consumers' 

Month 

F  e  b  r  u  a  ry  to  Ma  r  oh 
'/[arch  to  April 
April  to  May 
May  to  June 
June  to  July 
July  to  August 
August  to  September 
September  to  October 
October  to  November 
November  to  December 
December  to  January 


was  153.1  (1935-39)  as 
workers'  families  paid  17.9 
and  55.3  percent  more  than  in 
shows  the  month-to-month  percentage 
1946  through  January  1947. 

Percent 
/o .  5  ' 

f0\l  THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE 

/s'.t  MAR  U  1947 
/2.1 

/1.2  USJVERSiTr  OF  ILLINOIS 

/l.  9 
/2.4 
/C.7 

-0.1 


consumers'  price  index  on  January 


it 
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in  mid-December.  In  mid-January 
and  services  than  a  year  ago, 
following  tabulation 


P 


rices  from  February 


Retail  food  prices  dropped  for  the  2nd  consecutive  month  from  the  mid- 
November  all-time  high  and  were  1.1  percent  lower  in  mid-January  than  in  mid- 
December.  A  seasonal  drop  of  10  percent  in  the  price  of  eggs  and  lower  prices  for 
dairy  products  and  fats  and  oils  were  responsible  for  this  reduption  in  the  family 
food  bill.  Prices  for  all  other  important  groups  of  foods  advanced  0.9  percent  on 
the  average  during  the  month.  Sharp  drops  in  citrus  fruit  prices  were  more  than 
offset  as  prices  for  all  fresh  vegetables  except  green  beans  advanced. 


Clothing  prices,  which  advanced  3.2  percent  during  the  first  full  month 
following  the  removal  of  price  controls  in  November,  rose  an  additional  1.0  percent 
between  December  15  and  January  15. 
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Higher  prices  vvere  reported  for  men’s  topcoats,  suits,  business  shirts, 
work  clothing,  and  socks,  and  for  women’s  hosiery,  bousedresses,  and  rayon  under¬ 
wear.  The  family  shoe  bill  was  again  higher.  Prices  of  men’ s  hats  declined,  and 
seasonal  reductions  were  reflected  in  lower  prices  for  men’s  and  women's  coats. 

Cotton  clothing  is  now  127  percent  higher  than  in  August  1939,  wool  clothing  costs 
have  risen  60  percent,  and  silk,  rayon,  and  nylon  apparel  56  percent.  Men’s  clothing 
which  has  advanced  84  percent  since  August  1939,  has  increased  more  than  women' s 
clothing  which  has  risen  68  percent. 

Fuel,  electricity  and  ice  costs  rose  1.6  percent  on  the  average  as  higher 
prices  for  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  more  than  outweighed  somewhat  lower  costs 
for  gas  and  electricity.  -  The- January  freight  rate  increase,  was  reflected  in  higher 
retail  coal  prices  in  nearly  all  of  the  cities  surveyed.  Electricity  rates  in 
Manchester  and  Los  Angeles  and  gas  rates  in  Atlanta  decreased  fractionally  during 
the  month.  Gas  rates  increased  in  Seattle. 

Housefurnishings  prices  advanced  0.8  percent  as  prices  for  most  items  in 
this  group  continued  to  rise.  Costs  to  consumers  of  all  household  appliances  except 
sewing  machines  increased. 

Miscellaneous  goods  and  services  costs  rose  0.4  percent • between  mid-  •  . 

December  and  mid-January.  Higher  prices  for  newspapers,  motion  pictures,  tobacco, 
and  household  operation,  caused  this  rise.  Prices  for  permanent  waves  were  slightly 
lower  in  a  few  cities. 

Rents  were  surveyed  in  5  cities  in  January.  No  change  was  reported  in 
New  York  City  and  Los  Angeles;  rents  advanced  0.3* percent  in  Baltimore,  and-averaged 
0.1  and  0.3  percent  lower  in  Kansas  City  and  Savannah,  Using  the  information  ob-“ 
tained  from  these  5  cities  surveyed  in  January,  it  is  estimated  that  residential 
rents  in  large  cities  have  remained  generally  stable  since  September  1946  'when  data 
were  last  collected. 


general  explanation 
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* 

>-~otc ;  ln  June  tyl+h  the  Secretary  of  Labor  in  releasing  the  cost  of  living 
index  for  May  pointed  out  some  of  the  difficulties  in  maintaining  such  an  index 
during  the  war •  At  that  time  it  was  explained  that  "the  index  is  intended  to 
measure  only  changes  in  the  cost  of  maintaining  essentially  the  same  standard  of 
living  and  not  to  measure  changes  in  total  family  expenditures."  From  that  date 
"the  bureau  or  Labor  Statistics  with  each  month’s  release  explained  that 
tne  index  does 'not  show  the  full  wartime .  effect  on  the  cost  of  living  of  such 
factors  as  lower ed  quality,  disappearance  of  low-priced  goods  and  forced  changes 
in  housing  and  eating  away  from  home."  This  statement  was  expanded  after  the 
report  of  the  President’s  Committee  on  the  Cost  of  Living  in  November  lRgli,  which 
recommended:  "Under  the  exceptional  market  conditions  which  exist  in  wartime, 
anu  so  long  as  we  have  a  seller’s  market,  allowance  should  be  made  for  a  hidden 
increase  m  the  cost  of  living  of  probably  as  much  as  3  and  certainly  not  more 
inan  4  percentage  points,  due  to  quality  deterioration,  disappearance  of  cheaper 
gooas,  decrease  of  special  sales,  and  increases  in  under-reporting  of  prices 
actually  charged."  •  "  ■ 

In  December  19^4-5 »  th©  Stabilisation  Director,  in  connection  with 
Executive  Orders  9399  and  96pl,  Indicated  that  if  account  were  taken  of  continued 
deterioration  of  quality  and  unavailability  of  merchandise  between  September  I9I4I1 
ana  September  1945* -the  overall  allowance  for  the  period  from  January  19^1  to 
September  1945  would  total  approximately  5  points  for  large  and  small  cities 
combined.  No  agency  has  attempted  to  take  account  of  quality  changes  and  other 
hidden  factors  affecting  the  Consumers’  Price  Index  since  September  1945* 

ILe  President’s  Committee  in  establishing  the  original  adjustment 
exp  ained  that  the  disadvantage  to  a  buyer  in  a  seller’s  market  "can  be  expected 
to  disappear  as  soon  as  we  can  resume  full  production  of  consumer  goods  and 
services  in  a  competive  market."  It  is  evident  that  several  of  the  factors  have 
disappeared  or  diminished  in  importance  since  the  end  of  the  war,  such  as  the  failure  to 
measure  adequately  over- ceiling  food  prices.  Other  factors  still  remain,  and  some  have 
increased,  such  as  special  rental  charges.  The  Bureau  has  never  been  able  to 
make ^ any  precise  estimate  of  the  amount  of  these  adjustments.  In  fact,  the 
President’s  Committee  noted  that  the  methods  applied  by  its  Technical  Committee 

to  estimate  the  hidden  increase  in  living  costs  in  a  seller’s  market _ should 

no o  be  aaop ued  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics." 

ihese  adjustments  have  not  been  included  in  the  Consumers’  Price  Index, 
although  they  have  been  regularly  explained  in  a  footnote.  The  Bureau  is  dropping 

e  exL'lanation  from  its  press  release  and  is  continuing  to  leave  the  matter  of 
these  adjustments  to  the  users  of  the  index. 
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Explanation  of  Tables: 


The  indexes  are  based  on  time —to— time  changes 
services  purchased  by  moderate-income  families  in  large 
indicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than 


in  the  cost  of  goods  and 
cities.  They  do  not 
in  another. 


on  Tables  ^  f.ifteenth  °f  ea°h  m0nth  exoePt  th°se  for  January  191+1, 

on  ladles  1  and  2,  which  have  been  estimated  for  January  1, 


able  «cosMp ,late’  January  n  w  base  date  for  determining  allow¬ 

able  cost  or  living"  wage  increases  under  the  "Little  Steel"  formula  and  under 

haveWbfenPestimated°b  ^  FebrUSTy  ±9h6'  Jaauary  indexes  in  Tables  1  and  2 

the  next  pricing  period^"™1112  “  ^  °f  °hange  fr0m  DeCember  b5,  19lrf>  to 


„  ,  Food  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  5 6  cities  during  the  first  four  davs 

°fte  c0r”f : odsin  udes- the7uesday  noaraat  ths  fiftsenth  « mi 

?ate  COS  W  of  foods  m  each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families 
States6  elinT  and  !noderate'inoo:ne  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United 
tt!  fill  f^lati0n  Wei^‘ts-  *  March  l9i+3  the  number  of  cUies 
from  5U  to  61^  WaS  ln°reaSed  fr0”  51  t0  56. >  and  the  number  of  foods 

service  housefurnishings ,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and 

•VVTOFveni,-6  iLhf  ln  01  Lies  m  March,  June,  "September  and  December. 

“r”  ”n““  •* 21 «  -  *  «»  • 


-in'Tn  ,  „  January  1947 

}  "  C0OTMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE* INCOME  FAMILIES 
-  *^V'  S  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES ,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES'  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


ALL  ITEMS 
All  Foods 

(Areals  &  bakery  products 
Meats 

Dairy  products 
Eggs 

Fr u  its  &  ve  ge  t  ab  1  e  s 

Lever ages 
— 

Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  L  sweets 
Clothing 
Rent 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  Ice  . 

Hou  s  e  f u  r  n i s h ing s 
Mi sc el lane cu s 


oabl( 


ALL  ITEMS 
AH  Food 
Cereal 
Meats 

Dairy  products 
Egffs 

Fruits  P  vQg 
Beverages 
Fats  A  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 
Clothing 
Rent 

Fuel ,  e le c tr i c. ity  g 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
Hou  s  efu  nils  h  ing  s 
M i s  c  e 1 1 ane  ou s 


<$;  bakery  products 


R-Ruvised 


Aug.  ly  J an 

1945  19 


1*- 


xiUg 


1939 


V-J 


Wage 


Base- 


Date* 


Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 


Indexes ,  1935-39  *»  100,0 


153  a 

183*8 

143*4 
199  <0 

199.1 

181.7 
107.9 

178,3 
201*9 

170.2 
17693 

106.8 

117.3 
91c9 
lij.2  ©  0 

176  c  5 
-  13606 


15.30 

129-9 

129  c  3 

100,8 

98.6 

1850 

lhl,0 

140  9  9 

97.6 

93.5 

141. 7R 

109-4 

109  a 

94*8 

93.4 

197,8 

131.4 

131.8 

99 .2 

95-7 

200,9 

1J6-4 

133*4 

106  c  2 

93a 

20ia 

172-4 

171.4 

104.6 

90.7 

185,0 

180.8 

183. 5 

•91.8 

92,4 

176,2 

124.9 

124.7 

90  *  6  - 

94.9 

207,3 

125-5 

124,0 

80,2 

64.5 

175a 

126.5 

126 ,6 

95»o 

95-6 

176,5 

149.7 

146  *  4 

101*2* 

100,3 

—  «r 

— 

mis 

105,0 

104.3 

115.5 

110,8 

111,4 

100,8 

97*5 

92,0 

93*8 

95*2 

97*5 

99a 

138,3 

127.3 

127.2 

104,0 

96.3  0 

177*1 

164.8 » 8 

146,0 

100,2 

100,6 

136  a 

125*4 

124*5 

101.8 

100,4 

Percentage  Change  to  January  192)7  • 


-0,1 
■a  a 
1#2 
o«6 

-5*4 

-9,6 
1*6 
l-o  2 
-2,o 

0*5 
1.0 
1/  0 
"  1,6 
-0.1 
2.7 
0,8 
0,4 


17  *9 

18-4 

51.9 

55.3 

30,4- 

30.4 

68  e  3 

96.0 

31a 

31*4 

51*3 

53.5 

51.4 

39*4 

5lc0 

42.5 

100,6 

79.0 

107.9 

104.2 

5*4 

6,0 

73*7 

100.3 

3*9 

2,4 

104,7 

103,4 

42,8 

43.0 

96, 8. 

87.9 

60,9 

62.8 

151*7 

138.9 

39.3 

39*2 

85.5 

84.3 

19a 

21.8 

76,2 

77.8 

t-ar  « 

3*6 

4.3 

5.9 

5.3 

16.4 

20.3 

-2,0 

»3*5 

-5.7 

-7=2 

11.5 

11*6 

76 «,  5 

47.5 

20, 0 

22,3 

78a 

77.4 

8,9 

9.7 

34a 

36.1 

*  cee  General  Ex>  la nation  of  To 
4/  Change  from  September  lplp  a 


blei 


on  page 
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TABLE  2  -  CONSUMERS f  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
JANUARY  INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  T'0  JANUARY  191+7 
FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


\  ■  . 

Indexes  jj 

1935-39  =  1  Percent  changes  to 
100.0  1 

January  191+7  from 

City 

Jan.  15  Dec.  15 

Jan,  15 

nug.  15 

Jan .  1 

Aug.  15 

1947 

1946 

1946 

1945 

1941 

1939 

Month 

This 

Last 

Year 

V-J 

Wage 

Before 

Month 

Month 

Ago 

Base 

War  in 

• 

Date* 

Eur  ope 

AVERAGE 

153.1 

-0.1 

17.9 

18o!+ 

51*9 

55*3 

Baltimore,  Md. 

156.2 

0*3 

18.2 

17.8 

55.1 

58,3 

Birmingham,  Ala# 

158.+. 

-0,1. 

18,8 

18. 3 

55.9 

60.8 

Boston,  Macs. 

148.3 

0,1 

18.2 

18,0 

1+9.6 

52.7 

Buffalo,  No  Yo 

152.5 

0.5 

17.5 

17.9 

49.7 

54.8 

Chicago,  Ill# 

152,9 

-0.1 

19.4 

19.5 

51.1 

54.9 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

152  06 

!  -0.1 

17,7 

18,0 

53.2 

56.8 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

155.8 

-'0.3 

17.9 

17o9 

52*7 

55.8 

Denver,  Colo. 

151.0 

I'  .  -1.0 

18#1 

18,2 

5I0O 

53*1 

Detroit,  Mich# 

152,8 

-0,2 

15=5 

16.5 

51.3 

55.1 

Houston,  Tex, 

153.7 

0.9 

20.8 

20,6 

50.7 

52.6 

Kansas  City,  Mo# 

*  11+7.6 

i  ■  0.4 

15.4 

15.7 

50.0 

49.7 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

I55o0 

0.3 

16.8 

18,3 

51o2 

54.2 

Minneapolis,  Minn, 

11+8,2 

-1,0 

17*3 

18,7 

1+5.6- 

1+8.6 

New  York,  N.  Y# 

■  154.4 

-0,5 

17.5 

18.8 

52.9 

56.0 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

I52.2 

-0.2 

18.2 

18,5 

53.4' 

55.6 

Pittsburgh, '  Pa# 

155.4 

'  0 

18,3 

19=4 

.  53.6 

57.9 

St,  Louis,  Mo# 

■151,0 

-0,1 

17*3 

18.1+ 

49.5 

53.9 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

159.1 

-0,8 

16#  6 

20.1 

56.3 

60  #2 

Savannah,  Ga, 

162,2 

0 

17*9 

17-3 

60.0 

63.3 

Seattle,  Wash, 

155.5 

-1.1 

16  #5 

I7o0 

52.3 

55*0 

Washington,  D.  C. 

■ 

151.9 

-0.1 

I 

16  0  0 

17.8 

52.1 

54.1 

*  See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  page  l+c 


TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES,  JANUARY  1 9^7 

(inrioxes,  1933 -.39  =  100,6) 


Rage  7 
January  191+7 


City 


A  TIE  RAGE  . 

Atlanta,  Ga« 
Baltimore,  lid. 
Birmingham,.  Ala, 
Boston,  Hass. 
Buffalo,  N*  Y. 
Chicago,  Ill. 

C  inc  inna  ti,  0  hio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Texas 
Indiana so 1 is , . InG . 

Jacksonville,  Fla 
Kansas  City,  Mo, 
Los  Angeles,  Calif 
Ma  nc  he  s  t  e  r ,  N .  H . 
Memphis,  Term. 
Milwaukee,  Mis . 


Mobile,  Ala  , 

New  Orleans,  La 
New  York,  II.  Y. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Philadelphia,  Fa 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Portland,  Maine 
Portland,  Grog . 

Richmond,  Va, 

St.  Louis,  .Mo. 

San  Francisco,  Chlif  ^159*1  !  200.6 j  170,3 

162.2 


1 

! 

1  All 

1 

i 

i  _ 

1 

f 

| 

i  V  -1 

1  +•  U  G 1 , 

Elec tr 

f  -Food 

Cloth- 

I  Ren 

t 

f  Total 

Gas 

i  Items 

1 

• 

iny 

Jo 

| 

I 

i 

Elec 

1 

| 

i 

1 

1 

I 

1 

i 

ric  it 

(153.1 

103.0 

i 

i 

!  178.3 

t ' 

l 

|  108 

,0 

117.? 

! 

91*9 

187.5 

1 

1 _ 

—  — 

!  123,4 

78*3 

156.2 

191*4 

i  182*3 

107 

.2 

(  H9.7 

-96.5 

I58.I+ 

•196*0]  171.8 

-- 

!  120.5 

•  -79.6 

1 1+8,3  • 

177.6 

J  170.2 

" — 

126.9 

IO4.6 

132*5 

175.9 

179.4 

-- 

119-5 

.  94.9 

.152.9 

184.5 

j  175.0 

— 

110.3 

■83.5  • 

152.6 

182,4 

17-1.6 

' 

i  1  q  p 

..90*8 

155.8 

189.1 

.177*1. 

-- 

122.0 

104*9 

151,0 

185. 0 

169.0 

102.5 

77.3 

132.8 

176.5 

.174*2 

-- 

121, 1.  • 

84.7 

153.7 

i  qp  q 

j-yc  e  p 

17+.8 

-- 

94.2  j 

81,9 

180.0 

-- 

122,8 

86.6 

-- 

190.3 

M 

127,6 

92.3 

1+7.6 

173.4 

164.  Q 

110. 

1  . 

121.2 

91.2 

155.0 

l9-+*3 

171.  + 

Ill, 

7 

9+.5 

89.3 

— 

185  «  6 

-- 

120,6 

.93.7- 

i 

200:2 

-- 

— 

113,8 

77,0 

! 

.178*0 

• 

— 

117.5 j 

•93.9 

.11+8,2  1 

1  1 

17.+.0 

181,0 

—  «. 

i 

,i 

111*7  i 

■78.9 

j _  1 

'I 

189*2 

--  .  . 

-- 

1 

107. +i 

.  04  ■>  0 

159 . 7  i 

-- 

— 

i 

102c0  j 

75vl 

115+.+ 

183.5 

193*3 

103. 

5  ; 

117.1  1 

9+.+ 

• 

191,3  ! 

—  j 

-- 

i 

125.3 1 

9k ‘9 

152,2  i 

1  | 

179*7 j 

1 

.175.8  j 

— 

| 

t 

k{ 

122, 6. j 

CO  q 
■  ✓  l-  *  P 

155.1+ 

185,2  j 

203.7 

—  — 

i 

.j 

'  ,  ! 
119.4 

103,2 

j  -  j 

179.8  j 

» —  i 

— 

i 

i 

125*1 

95*3 

1 

192,8  I 

—  . 

— 

i 

123  >  0 

•  88.5  - 

j 

161.5 ! 

““  1 

— 

I 

115.6  i 

94c  2 

6c 


- — ~+ 

■„*  'LL 


Otit¬ 


ic  o' 

;>7i 

Fuels  Turn  is  hf 
&  Ice  |  ings 


so-  i  Mis cel 


land- 


ous 


ll+2,o  !  17s. 5  ;  13(6,6 


•151,2 
1  'j  j  ■»  0 
ll+j.  «4 
138.1 


127.2 

1  44.1 

157.8 

114.8 . 6 

119.3 

li+6,1 

134.2 

133.7 

133.2 

126.1+ 

132.6 
152.0 
11+9  o  3 
li+6.0 

11+7.3 

139.8 

166.9 


182,1+ 

lo9.3 

l68,l 

i  rO ,  *  6 


171.6 


136,0 
Ipl+o  1 
1.32*8 
ll+2  *  0 
13I+0  7 

137.1+ 
136.3 
13?06 
11+7. 5 


181,3 


166.9 

175.5 


I36.I+ 

135.6 


173,2 


135.1 


[175.6  11+0.2 

1 179. 5 


j+79-2 


I  A  7  1 

1  ;  i  ^ 


151.0  j  187*1+  j-.  172.1 


Savannah,  C-a  . 
Scranton,  Pa. 
Seattle,  Plash. 
Washington,  D.C 


155.5 

151.9 


203,8  i  170.3 
.180,9  i  — 
189-6  i  .171.2 
183*71  200.9 


j 


*  Sec  General  Explanation  on  Ihbles  on 


1  — 

i  ,114,3 ! 

•97.2 

129*5 . 

155.7 

131*0 

1 

82, 5.| 

•72.7  ■ 

116.+, 

15c.  2 

l46o  5 

115.1 

121,5  1 

•  91.2 

139.7  . 

192.0 

138.7 

1 

129.9.1 

91.8 

153.2 

— 

111,7 

119.7] 

i 

86.1 

133.0 

176.1 

1+1.9 

i  — 

i 

I 

1 

Do  ~,o.  1. 

•9k*k 

- - 1 

136,6 

182.3 

139.5 

page  d 
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*  coiiS\Mit.S’  bi&ce  iaas::  for  urge  cities* 

FF*EhT  0Mti&  BY  CtfOlK£,  BY  CITIES 
fWlMDEiTUEbR  13,  19^6- TO  JAKUaRY  15,  194/ 


City 

AH 

Items 

Food 

Cloth 

ing 

AVE  RACE 

-0.1 

i 

-1,1 

1*0 

Atlanta,  Ga* 

«... 

"*0c6 

mm  mm 

Baltimo re,Md« 

0o3 

-0.5 

1*8 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

-o*l 

-1*2 

1*0 

Boston,  Mass* 

0.1 

-0*3 

0o5 

Buffalo,  N*  Y* 

0.5 

oa 

o,4 

Chicago,  111* 

—0*  1 

-1*3 

1*7 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

-0*1 

-0*9 

o«3 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

-0*3 

-1.2 

1.4 

Denver.  Colo. 

-1,0 

-2.9 

1.3 

Detroit*  Mich* 

-0*2 

-i«5 

1.2 

Houston,  Texas 

0*9 

n  \ 
1*4 

1.7 

Indianapolis*  Ind* 

-  _ 

-2*3  ‘ 

—  — 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

-- 

-2,3 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

■  o*4 

0.9 

Los  Angeles,  Calif* 

0*3 

-0*4 

*)  n 

4  g  O 

Manche  s  te  r",  N  *  H  * 

*■»  mm 

-1.7 

~ 

Memph is.  Term* 

-2  *  u 

Mi  lwaukee ,  Wis c  * 

-0*9 

Minne  ap 0 1 i s ,  Minn * 

-1*0 

~3  *4 

j-  •  — 

Mobile,  Ala, 

rnn 

-0*9 

.... 

Nev;  Orleans,  La* 

mm  w 

-:U3 

New  York,  N.  Y 

-0o5 

—1*4 

i  0  in  1 

Norfolk,  Va0 

•  mm 

a, 9 

j 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

-0*2 

1 

-1.2 

1.5 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

0 

a,  3 

1-7 

Po  r  1 1 and ,  Ma ine 

-- 

-0.4 

— 

Portland,  Ore, 

-- 

-1,6 

-- 

Richmond  , '  Va« 

i  -2  s  7 

t 

St;  Louis-,  Mo. 

”■0  a  1 

j  -1*0 

0,9 

San  I ran 3 is co ,  Cal* 

—0  0  0 

1  -2o0 

|  0*i{ 

Savannah,  Ga. 

0 

|  -1*0 

j  0*4 

Scranton,  Pa*  - 

-  - 

i  -2*3 

_ 

1 

Seattle,  Wash* 

-1,1 

-3  a 

1  1  7 

Wash ington s  D*  C  * 

l-'M 

A1-?  . 

Lh$ 

1  Fuel  j  ELeotricity  &Ice 


I 

C&S  & 

Other 

House- 

Mis  cel 

Rent  J 

Total 

fepct- 

Fuels 

furnish 

lane  our 

i 

j 

ri'city 

k  Ice 

ings 

j/  0 

1 06 

-0*  1 

2,7 

0.8 

0,4 

Q  /  ’ 

1 

0 

0 

-u 

-5*8 

1*6 

-- 

— 

^0*3 

1.4 

0 

2  e  2 

0o2 

0,6 

-- 

9*1 

0 

7.U 

1*7 

0 

—  — 

1*2 

Ort  2 

1*7 

r7 

r*  U.  7 

Qo3 

*  — 

1*5 

0 

2,5 

0*6 

l-k 

I 

-- 

2*4 

0 

4.0 

0*1 

1*1 

1,6 

0 

■  2*7 

« 

1  r  0  , 

o-c  4 

-- 

1.7 

0 

2o8 

-1«9 

o*3 

-- 

0*1 

0 

0o2 

1.5 ' 

‘O'  c-O 

m»  mm 

'.3 

0  *  7.j. 

4  06 

0,5 

A  7 

V./  • 

oa 

oa 

0 

1.3 

■  0*4 

" 

2  fc  8 

0 

4«0 

—  — 

•—  — 

! 

/ - 

0.2 

0 

o*3 

__ 

__ 

- 

: 

-Y-0.1 

imO  . 

0 

41 

1.0 

0  0  y 

/  0 

O  O 

...  c 

-1*9 

•19.1 

i(.Ii 

*1  c 
*•  . ' 

-- 

0 

-2  08 

1*0 

“ 

la 

n 

'.j  r\ 

v./ 

oa 

0*2 

oa 

- 

— 

1 

— 

0-9 

0 

j  O 

1 

0 

*•  w* 

i  0*2 

oa 

0  >■ 

— 

1  / 

0 

0 

0 

....  , 

— 

-4  Q 

o>4 

0 

ft  i  J 

1.0  j 

o<- 3 

7 

0 

X 

*  ^0./ 

70  ; 

_  _ 

1  1*3 

1 

Q 

O  1 

! 

0,6  i 

-0 . 2 

»  — 

^  1 

0 

1  5a- 

.  t 

3  >  8  ! 

A  A 

Vj»  C 

ttu 

1*3 

-0c3 

1.7 

. .. 

-  - 

1,0 

-oa 

1,6  - 

* 

O 

0 

3  a 

j 

— 

— 

f  9.1 

0 

4*2 

0.5 

0*1 

— — 

0 

0 

0 

0*8  j 

oa 

4  , 
- 

i 

1.2 

0 

• 

1.7 

2,0 

1.2 

0 

0 

0 

-- 

i 

j 

1.8 

2*6  • 

1*4 

/S  ry 

0»2 

!  - 

1.7 

0 

2*6 

2- i_J 

0,2 

*See  General  Explanation  of 
l/  Change  from  Sept.  1946 
£/  Change  from  Aug,  1946 


T ah le s 


on 


age 


i 

'  r  * 


3  3$ 

U  tn  3  7.5c. 
(Uf-I 


U .  S .  DBRARTitfSKT  OF  LABOR  Moffat t  *  655 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Washington  25.,  D.  C. 


THE  LIBRARY  RF  THE 


S 


APR  7  1947 

CONSUMES’  HUGE  ifim  -  KBRUBT  15..  ^VsiVEBSU,  OF  ILLINOIS 
Consumers ’  Prices  Reclined  0.2  Percent  Between  January  15  and  February  15 


Preliminary  figures  were  released  on  March  15* 
The  complete  report  on  the  movement  of  retail  prices 
■between  m3,  d  •January  and  mid -February  is  given  in  this 
reuert.  4 


Retail  prices  of  living  essentials  commonly  bought  by  moderate -income 
city  families  averaged  0.2  percent  lover  on  February  15  than  on  January  15,  accord- 
ing  to  the  Bureau  of  I<abor  Statistics  of  the  TJ.S.  Department  of  Labor.  Further  de¬ 
clines  in  the  family  food  bill  more  than  offset  higher  prices  for  all  raejor  groups 
of  items  in  the  family  budget.  Retail  food  prices  dropped  0.3  percent;  all  other 
living  essentials  advanced  0.4  percent  between  mid-January  and  mid -February. 

_  * 

This  small  overall  decline  between  January  and  February- -the  second  since 
the  mid-December  all -tine  high --is  in  contrast  to  the  rapid  advances  of  1  and  2 
percent  a  month  during  the  last  half  of  1946.  The  consumers’  price  index  on 
February  15,  1947,  was  152.8  (1935-39  z  100).  In  mid -February  consumers  goods  and 
services  used  by  families  in  large  cities  were  17*9  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago- 
and  51.6  percent  above  the  January  1.  1941  .level. 

Retail  food  prices  in  large  cities  declined  0.8  percent  between  mid- 
January  and  mid -February,  and  on  February  15  were  2.9  percent  below  the  mid -November 
all-time  high  of  187-7  (1935-39  -  100 ) .  A  seasonal  drop  of  6. 5  percent  in  egg 
prices  was  accompanied  by  a  3*6  percent  decline  for  dairy  products  and  lower  prices 
for  meats,  fish,  poultry.  Fresh  fruit  and  vegetable  prices  advanced  2.8  percent  on 
tho  average  during  the  month  as  green  beans  increased  35  percent  end  lettuce  rose 
13  percent.  Retail  prices  of  coffee  and  sugar  continued  to  advance. 

Clothing  prices,  advancing  for  the  44th  consecutive  month,  were  1.1  per¬ 
cent  higher  in  mid  -February  than  in  mid- January  and  have  risen  almost  80  percent 
since  August  1939.  Prices  of  women’s  clothing  advanced  sharply  between  mid- January 
and  mid -February .  Higher  prices  were  reported  for  cotton  housodr esses ,  raycn  dresse 
nosiery,  and  undergarments  reflecting  earlier  increases  in  manufacturer's  prices. 
Prices  of  men’s  suits  and  topcoats,  and  worlc  clothing,  also  rose  in  most  cities. 
Prices  of  footwear  advanced  1.2  percent  during  the  month. 

Housefurniehings  prices  increased  0.6  percent  between  mid -January  and  mid- 
February  as  prices  of  washing  machines,  gas  stoves,  and  floor  coverings  continued  to 
rise.  Miscellaneous  goods  and  services  costs  rose  0.1  percent.  Higher  prices  for 
gasoline,  newspapers,  motion  picture  admissions.,  and  beauty  shop  services  more  than 
offset  slightly  lower  prices  for  household  cleaning  supplies. 


LS  47-2915 


February  1947 


0  _  Based^on  rent  change  in  6  cities,  it  vac  estimated  that  the  rent 'index 

^or  ^-1  larSe  cities  combined  increased  0.1  percent  to  103.9  on  February  15,  1947- 
"  1  r<-(tvunced  0.3  portent  j.n  Memphis  and  New  Orleans  and  0.4  percent  in  Washington 
eeween  September  1946  and  February  194?  and  0.4  in  Philadelphia  between  August 
19 4d  and  February  1947 .  ' 


in  rates 
cent;  rat 


Fuel,  electricity  and 
increased  the  cost  of  g 


ice  costs  rose 
as  to  domestic 


c  reductions  lowered 


electricity  costs 


0.0  percent  on  the  average.  Changes 
consumers  in  Philadelphia  by  11  pe r~ 
to  Denver  concum  rs  by  21  percent. 
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CTJTOAL  IDCPLAUATI-GN 

The  "consumers ’  price  index  for  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities ; 
formerly  known  as  the  "cost  of  living  index /  measures  average  changes  in  retail 
prices  of  selected  goods ,  rents ,  and  services,  weighted  "by  quantities  bought  by 
families  of  wage  earners  and  moderate -income  workers  in  large  cities  in  193^-d^* 

The  items  priced  for  the  index  constituted  about  70  percent  of  the  expenditures  01 
city  families  whose  income  averaged  $152 4  in  1934-36. 

The  indexes  are  based  on  time -to -time  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  and 
services  purchased  by  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities.  They  do  hot  in¬ 
dicate  whether  it  coots  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another. 

*  Data  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  January  19*21. 
on  Tables  1-  and  3;  which  have  been  estimated  for  January  1. 

Wage  Base  Date.  January  1,  1941  is  the  base  date  for  determining  allow¬ 
able  "cost  of  living"  wage  increases  under  the  "Little  Steel"  formula  and  under 
the  wage-price  policy  of  February  1946.  January  1,  3.9 4 1  indexes  in  Tables  1  and  2 
have  been  estimated  by  assuming  an  oven  rate  of  change  from  December  15.  3940  to 
the  next  pricing  period. 

Food  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  four  days 
of  the  week  which  includes  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.  Aggre¬ 
gate  coots  of  foods  in  each  city.,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families 
of  wage  earners  and  moderate -income  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United 
States  with  the  use  of  population  weights.  In  March  1943  the  number  of  Cities 
included  in  the  food  index  was  increased  from  51  to  5 6.  and  the  number  of  food's  , 
from  54  to  6i. 

Prices  of  clothing;  housefurnlshingo .  and  miscellaneous  goods  and 
services  are  obtained  in  3^  large  cities  in  March,  June.  September  and  December. 

In  intervening  months,  prices  are  collected  in  21  of  the  3^  cities  for  a  shorter 
list  of  goods  and  services. 


T^t  1  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  BiDEX  F Ob'.  MODERATE -IE COME  F  aMILIHS' 
FOR  LaRG^  CITIES  GOMBIdLB*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

INDEXES  Ai-.D  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Feh*  15 

Ml 

Jan,  15 

J947.._. 

Fobe  15 
3-906 

Aug  a  15 

1945 

Jan,  1 
1941 

Aug,  15 

1939 

Group 

This 

Month 

Las  t 
Month 

Year 

Ago 

V-‘J 

Wage 

Base 

TVi  -Wa  * 

Month 
Before 
War  in 

'  ~~ - - — — — — - — ^[11  .33-0 

A  EL  ITEMS 
All  Foods 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

Meats 

Dairy  products 

Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
'Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 
Clothing 
Rent 

Fuel, electricity  &  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
Housefurnishings 
Mi  see llaueous 


ALL  ITEMS 
All  foods 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 
Meats 

Dairy  products 
Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 
Clothing 
Rent 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
Housefurnishings 
Mis  ce 1 lane  ous 


Indexes,  1935-39  =  100,0 


152.3 
182*3 
144a 
196.? 
133*2 
169*9 

191.7 

182.8 

201.3 
176.1 
180.2 
108,9 

117.5 
92.2 

llj2.1 

179.6 

136.7 


153 . 1 
163*8 
143*4 

199*0 

190. 1 
161. 7 

167.9 
178,3 

201.9 

176.2 

178.3 
108  ©8 

H7*3 

91*9 

lii2«0 

178.5 

136.6 


129,6 

129*3 

loo  08 

98,6 

139*6 

140  >9 

97*6 

93.5 

109*8 

109  a 

94*8 

93®  4 

131.3 

13 1 0  8 

99*2 

95*7 

13606 

133.4 

106*2 

'93*1 

144.2 

171.9 

104*6 

90*7 

i6i  a 

103=5 

91*8 

92,4 

124.9 

124.7 

90,6 

94*9 

125.4 

1 — 1 
R 

G 

O 

80,2 

84*5 

1260  9 

126,6 

95*0 

95,6 

190.5 

11*6.4 

101,2 

100.3 

at 

«* 

105,0 

io4*3 

111.0 

111,4 

IOO08 

97*5 

93.8 

95 .2 

97*5 

99*0 

127,8 

127.2 

104.0 

96*3 

149,7 

146.0 

100,2 

100,6 

125*6 

124*5 

CO 

</ 

rH 

O 

1 — 1 

lUUe  4 

Percent 


Changes  to  February  1947 


*  See  General  explanation  of  table 


-0.2 

17.9 

18,2 

51*6 

-0.8 

30o6 

.  29*4 

86,8 

0,5 

31*2 

32a 

52,0 

** 

-1.2 

49*8 

49.2 

98.3 

-3  *6 

34  *  1 

57a 

72,5 

-6,5 

17*8 

-0,9 

62,4 

2,0 

5o9 

4=5 

108,8 

2.5 

46,4 

46.6 

101,8 

-0,3 

60.5 

62,3 

15i«0 

** 

1.1 

40,3 

40.7 

87.5 

1.1 

19*7 

23.1 

78c  1 

0,1 

- 

- 

3*7 

W» 

0.2 

5*9 

5o5 

16,6 

0*3 

-1.7 

-3*2 

-5*4 

0.1 

11,2 

11,7 

36*6 

0.6 

20.0 

23.0 

79  *  2 

-- 

0.1 

8,8 

9c8 

34=3 

55.0 

95*0 

pi 


-O 

105.5 
96,8 
87«3 

107.5 
92,6 

136*2 

86,3 

79*7 

4.4 

20o5 

-6,9 

47*6 

78.5 
36,2 


3  0 


on  page 
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TABLE  2  -  COLSUMSkS  PriCE  IhDEX  FOR  LarGo  CxTILb* 
FEBRUARY  INDEXES  A ton  PEnOEBT  CrawGSS  10  ILBrUaAY  ,  1967 
FOR  SPECIFIED  ^TES,  BY  CITIES 


City 

Indexes 

1935-39  - 
100.0 

Percent 

changes  to  February,  1967  from 

Feb,  15, 

1947 

Jan.  15 
1947 

Feb  •  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 
1945 

.  Jan*  1 
19lil 

Aug  *  15 
1939 

This 

Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

V-J 

Wage 
Base 
Date  * 

Month 
before 
War  in 
Europe 

AVEx-iAGL 

152*8 

-0.2 

17*9 

18*2 

51.6 

550 

Baltimore,  Md. 

155.8 

-0*3 

13,5 

170 

54.7 

570 

Birmingham,  Ala* 

157*5 

-0.6 

18,5 

17  9  6 

55*0 

590 

Boston,  Mas s« 

li46su 

-1,0 

17.4 

16,8 

6-8, 1 

51*2 

'  Buffalo,  N.Yo 

152*0 

-Oo  3 

17*1 

170 

.2x9*2. 

56-0 

Chicago,  Ill. 

152.6 

—0*2 

19*4 

190 

50*8 

54.6 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

153.2 

0.6 

18*8 

180 

53o8 

570 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

155.1+ 

-0.5. 

18*1 

17  #6 

52*6- 

55*6 

Denver*  Colo* 

15 1.7 

0,5 

18*5 

18,6 

510 

55.9 

Detroit,  Mich* 

152,6 

-0,1 

15.6 

160 

5ia 

56-0 

Houston,  Tex a 

153  0  7 

0 

21*2 

20  *6 

50,7 

52*6 

Kansas  City,  Mo* 

168.3 

0.5 

16,5 

16*2 

50*7 

50*6- 

Los  Angeles,  Calif* 

155.4 

0.3 

170 

13*6 

51*6 

94  -  6 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

163*8 

1  0  ell 

18,1 

190 

6-6*2 

6-9*2 

Hev;  York,  K«  Y0 

153  *9 

-0.3 

17*2- 

18.6 

52.  It. 

550 

Philadelphia,  Pa* 

151-5 

-0.5 

13,1 

18.0 

52  c  7 

560 

Pittsburgh.,  Pa, 

155-7 

0,2 

18*9 

19.6 

530 

58,2 

St*  Louis,  Mo* 

151.6 

0.6 

180 

19.9 

50.1 

56*5 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

158*1 

-0,6 

18,6 

190 

550 

590 

Savannah,  Gas 

162*3 

0.1 

170 

170 

60  „  1 

63*6 

Seattle,  Wash* 

155*0 

-0.3 

16*0: 

16  .6 

510 

560 

Washington,  D*  C« 

151-3 

-0.il 

16.1 

17  oil 

510 

53.6 

♦See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  •% 


TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE.  C  IT  IES*  pa^0  f 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES,  FEBRUARY  1947  February  191(7 

(1933.39  =  100.0) 


City 

All 

| 

,  , .  — > 

1 

EleciricitvETce 

Ga  s  & 

Other 

House-- 

Mi seel- 

Items 

Food 

Cloth- 

Rent 

!  Total 

Elect- 

Fuels 

furnish* 

lanoouj 

ing 

j 

r  in  i  t  j 

r  H  Ic  e 

ings 

AVERAGE 

152.8 

182.3 

180.2- 

108.9 

117.5 

92.2 

142.1 

179.6 

136.7 

Atlanta,  Ga, 

<m  am 

187. 5 

-- 

— 

128.4 

78.3 

174.5 

■a  «•* 

-  ~ 

Baltimore,  UcU 

155.8 

189.7 

182.3 

— 

H9.7 

96.5" 

133.5 

185*3 

136.3 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

157.5 

193*5 

171*8 

120.5 

79.6 

151c  2 

168,3 

134.1 

Boston,  Pass, 

ll|6e  8 

172.7 

1 77.  7, 

— 

126,9 

104*5 

139.1 

169.2 

133*3 

Buffalo,  N.Y, 

152.0 

173.3 

182.0 

i 119.5 

94.9 

141.4 

185.7 

141.9- 

Chicago,  Ill. 

152.6 

183.2 

177.2 

— 

110.4 

83.5 

153.3 

171.0 

134.6 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

153.2 

182.8 

174.2 

•• 

115.2 

90.8 

133.5 

175.7 

137.3  : 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

155.4 

186.9 

179.8 

— 

122  9  0 

104*9 

138.5 

l66.8 

136.3 

Denver,.  Colo. 

151.7 

185.7 

174*  1 

— 

99  0 

68  s  5 

134.7 

197*0 

133.6 

Detroit,  I'ich. 

152,6 

175.1 

175.5 

mm  mm 

121,7 

84,3 

150.0 

181  .-2 

147*9 

Houston,  Texas 

153.7 

190.6 

177.3 

mm  mm 

94.2 

81.9 

127.2 

184.2 

136,1 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

■m  'm  ■ 

179,9 

urn  •■* 

116.0 

122,6 

86.6 

144.0 

ft 

mm  rnm  ■ 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

-- 

189.3 

«K  *—« 

••  — 

127.6 

92,8 

157.3 

■ma  rm 

mm  mm 

Kansas  Cit\r,  Mo* 

148 » 3 

176.6 

167.5 

-- 

121,2 

91*2 

l48,6 

167.0 

136.4 

Los  Angeles, Calif . 

155.4 

194.1 

172.9 

-- 

94,5 

89.5 

119.3 

170.3  * 

136a 

If  a  nc  h  0  s  t  o  r ,  N .  H , 

— 

177*5 

mm  mm 

mm  mm 

128.5 

93*7 

145.9 

' 

Memphis,  -  Tenn. 

— ; 

198.6 

*«•  mm 

H5.6 

113.8 

77«0 

134a 

S/K-  Km 

-- 

Hilnau ke 0 ,  Else  , 

—  — 

180.1 

-- 

mm 

118.7 

94*4 

135*4 

— 

-- 

Hinaeap 0 1 is ,  Minn , 

llj.8,8 

174.6 

184.9 

mmm. 

112,2 

78.9 

• 

134-0 

172,6 

135.3 

Mobile,  Ala, 

188,7 

«- 

107,4 

8lj. .  1 

126.4 

-  - 

-  - 

New  Orleans,  La,  • 

199.1 

«r  mat 

107.2 

102,8 

75.1 

j.  g  2 , 6 

— 

—  — 

Ne’/j  Fork,  N.Y. 

153.9 

182,1 

194.6 

-- 

117.0 

94*4 

151*7- 

175.4' 

139.8 

Norfolk,  Va . 

— 

191.6 

-- 

— 

125.3 

94.9 

149*3 

— 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

151.5 

177.2 

I76.I 

107.7 

125.2 

97.8 

146,0 

179.7 

135.1 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

155.7 

I85.6 

'2O5.I 

-- 

119.5 

103.3 

147.3 

179.0 

133.8 

Portland,  Maine 

-- 

174.3 

mm  mm 

— 

125a 

95*3 

139.8 

-- 

Portland,  Oreg, 

__ 

191.2 

-- 

-- 

121.9 

88,3 

165  a 

-- 

mm 

Pdchmond,  Va, 

— 

182,1 

mm  mm 

-- 

115.6 

94.2 

128.7 

— 

— 

St,  Louis,  Ho* 

151.6 

188.4 

174.6 

-- 

114.3 

97.2 

129.5 

154*8 

13ia 

San  Franc isco , Calif . 

158.1 

195.  4 

174.0 

106.8 

82,5 

72.7 

116,4 

151ol 

147.3 

Savannah,  Ca , 

162,5 

203  a 

173.8 

121*5 

91.2 

139*7 

190.7 

139*0 

Scranton,  Pa, 

-- 

182,6 

— 

— 

129,9 

91.8 

153  a 

— 

~~ 

Seattle,  lash. 

155.0 

187.4 

172.4 

mrn  mm 

111.9 

86*1 

133*3 

177.1 

142.1 

V.ashington,  D.C. 

151.3 

181. 3 

199.8 

1 

100,7 

120.5 

94.4 

137.6 

— 

184.3 

139.6 

*  See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  Page  3* 
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TABLE  4  -  COL  SLEEPS  *  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES 
PERCENT  CEA.'GES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  JANUARY  15#  30  FEBRUARY  15#  1947 


Fuel  f 

E 1  e  c  tr  id  t  y  &  Ho 

1 

I 

House- 

Mis cel- 

All 

Cloth- 

(i as  6: 

Other 

City 

Items 

Food 

ing 

Rent 

Total 

Elect- 

Fuels 

furnish- 

laneous 

ricitv 

&  loe 

Hogs  . 

AVERAGE 

-0o2 

-0.8 

1.1 

0.1 

0.2 

0.3 

0.1 

0,6 

0.1 

Atlanta,  Ga . 

mm  mm 

0 

9m  mm 

—  — 

0 

0 

0 

-- 

— 

Baltimore,  Md# 

-0.5 

“0.9 

0  o  y 

— 

0 

0 

0 

1*6 

0.2 

B i rm in g ham ,  Ala, 

-0.6 

-1-3 

0 

rnm  mm 

0 

0 

0 

-0.6 

0 

Boston,  Liass, 

-1.0 

-2.3 

1.8 

(W  mm 

—Oo  1 

0.1 

0.7 

0.4 

Buffalo,  N.Y. 

“O.3 

-lop 

1.4 

*m  mm 

0 

0 

0 

0.8 

“0,1 

Chicago,  Ill, 

-0,2 

-0.7 

1-3 

-»•  mm 

C.l 

0 

0.1 

0-5 

-0.1 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

0.1+ 

0,2 

1.5 

-  _ 

0 

0 

0 

2.4 

-0.1 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

“0  9  y 

-1,2 

1.5 

— 

0 

0 

0 

0,4 

0 

Denver,  Colo , 

0,5 

0,4 

3-0 

-- 

-3.1 

“ii.4 

2,0 

0-9 

0 

Detroit,  Mach, 

“0.1 

-0.0 

0.7 

-- 

-0.1 

-0.5 

0 

0.9 

0.3 

Ho  u  c  ton ,  Texa s 

0 

-1.0 

1.4 

--- 

0 

0 

0 

1,5 

0.2 

Ind iana  pol is ,  Ind • 

mm  mm 

-0.1 

-- 

2/-0.1 

0 

0 

-0,1 

—  •• 

—  *• 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

mm 

-0.5 

-- 

mm 

0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

Ka n s  a  s  City,  Ho , 

0,5 

0.7 

2.1 

-- 

0 

0 

0 

0,1 

0 

Los  Angeles, Calif , 

0,5 

-0.1 

0.9 

0 

0 

0 

1.6 

0.4 

Ranches  ter,  N.B. 

mm  mm 

-3.3 

— 

-- 

“0,1 

0 

-0,1 

-- 

— 

Hemp his,  Tenn, 

— 

-0.8 

— 

2/0.3 

0 

0 

0 

I .  i  lv;  a  u  k  e  e ,  IT  i  s  c , 

"*  — 

1.2 

—  — 

mm  ■— 

1.0 

0.5 

1-3 

Minne an 0 1  is ,  Minn « 

0.4 

0.3 

2.2 

— 

0.4 

0 

0.6 

-0.3 

0.1 

Ho-bile,  Ala, 

-- 

-0*3 

— 

-- 

0 

0,1 

0 

-- 

He'.v  Orleans,  Ha, 

-- 

-0,3 

-- 

2/0.3 

0 

0 

0 

-- 

— 

New  i’ork,  N •  Y . 

-0,3 

“0.3 

0 . 7 

“0,1 

0 

“0.2 

“0.1 

-0,3 

Norfolk,  Va , 

-- 

0,2 

__ 

— 

0 

0 

0 

mm  jm 

-- 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

-0,5 

-1.4 

0.2 

1/  O.h 

2.0 

r*  f~y 

1 

0 

0.1 

0 

Pittsburgh,  Fa, 

0.2 

0*2 

0.7 

mm  mm 

0.1 

0.1 

0 

“0.1 

0,2 

Portland,  Paine 

mm  mm 

-3-1 

— 

0 

0 

0 

— 

-- 

Portland ,  Orcg . 

-- 

-0.8 

— 

-1.5 

-0,2 

-2.3 

— 

— 

Richmond,  Va, 

— 

0.3 

-- 

— 

0 

A 

nJ 

0 

-- 

— 

St,  Louis,  Ho, 

on 

0-5 

1-5 

0 

0 

0 

“0  c  6 

0.1 

San  Franc isco, Calif , 

-0,6 

.0  A 

c—  § 

2.2 

1/0.1 

0 

0 

0 

o»6 

0.5 

Savannah,  Ga» 

0.1 

-0,3 

2.1 

pmm  mm 

0 

0 

0 

-Q-7 

0.2 

Scranton,  Pa, 

— 

0.9 

— 

— 

0 

0 

0 

— 

Seattle,  ‘.Vash, 

-0.3 

-1,2 

0.7 

~~ 

0.2 

n 

»-/ 

0,2 

0.6 

0.1 

La s hing ton,  D , C , 

-0.4 

“1.3 

-0.5 

2/  0./ 

0.7 

0 

0o9 

l.l 

0.1 

*  See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  Pa 30 
l/  Change  from  August  15,  1946 
2/  Change  from  September  15,  194-6 
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U  *3 .  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
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CONSUMERS  1  PRICE 


f'!  (tj£ 

IKDJ5X  -  MARCH  15,  191+7  iE'MI  •‘■2  if; -'7 


II? 


Consumers'  Frioes  in  Mid-March  Highest  on  Record  go 


preliminary  figures  on  the  rise  in 
consumers'  prices  between  February  15  and 
March  15  were  released  on  April  19*  Final  figures 
are  now  available*, 


Consumers  *  goods  and  services  for  moderate- income  families  were  2e0 
percent  higher  in  mid-March  than  in  mid-February,  according  to  the  final  figures  of 
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  of  the  U«S»  Department  of  Labor «  This  advance 
brought  the  Consumers 1  price  Index  to  a  record  high  of  156^5  ( 1935'39-iOO)  on 
March  15*  1947;  it  followed  a  two -month  period  in  which  retail  prices  remained 
unchanged  or  decreased  s lightly 0 

Retail  prices  for  all  major  groups  of  living  essentials  advanced Food 
prices  in  large  cities  jumped  almost  4  percent;  clothing  prices  rose  1»5  percent: 
housefurnishings  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  “services  advanced  0*6  percent;  rent 
fuels  and  light  increased  fractional ly,  In  mid-March,  consumers'  prices  were  20 

percent  higher  than  a  year  ago,  and  58*5  percent  above  August  1959 • 

The  family  food  bill  —  amounting  to  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  moderate 
income  city  families’  budget  —  advanced  percent  between  February  15  and  March 
15,  after  declining  2*9  percent  between  mijL-November  and  in  id- February®  Prices  for 
all  major  groups  of  foods  rose  „  Meats  averaged  5*5  percent  higher  as  prices  for 
pork  increased  more  than  It  percent*  Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  advanced  5*3 
percent,  reflecting  the  February  frees©  of  the  winter  vegetable  crops®  prices  of 
fats  and  oils  averaged  9  percent  higher  as  lard  prices  jumped  nearly  20  percent* 

All  other  food  prices  rose  2*1  percent  between  February  15  and  March  15*  Between1 
mid-March  and  mid-April  food  prices  usually  increase;  this  year,  however,  feed 
prices  dropped  about  one-half  percent  according  to  a  special  survey* 

On  March  15,  the  food  price  index  was  189*5  ( 1935"39=stOO) «  Food  prices 
in  large  cities  have  advanced  almost  lOB  percent  since  the  month  before  the  out¬ 
break  of  war  in  Europe*  prices  of  fats  and  oils  are  159  percent  higher  than  in 
August  1959i  meat  and  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  have  each  risen  116  percent; 
prices  of  dairy  products  are  101  percent  above  August  19x9 a 


Clothing  prices  rose  1*5  percent  between  February  and  March,  4*4  percent 
over  the  quarter  from  December  1946  to  March  1947®  Prices  for  nearly  all  garments 
and  shoes  increased  from  February  15  vo  March  15*  Higher  prices  we re  reported  for 
men's  wool  clothing,  business  shirts,  work  clothing,  and  underclothing  inmost 
cities.  Prices  of  women's  rayon  dresses,  slips  and  hosiery  also  advanced*  The 
cost  of  leather  footwear  and  shoe  repairs  for  all  members  of  the  family  rose  again. 


LS  47- S 36 5 


Housefurnishings  prices  increased  0.8  percent  between  mid-February  and 
mid-March  as  most  items  in  this  group  continued  to  advance,  Frices  for  gas  stoves 
washing  machines,  and  bedroom  suites  advanced;  prices  for  small  table-model  radios 
higher  quality  electric  refrigerators,  upholstered  furniture,  and  mattresses 
declined  in  some  cities. 

Miscellaneous  goods  and  services  costs  rose  0S6  percent.  Costs  of 
medical  care  -  especially  hospital  rates  -  increased.  Frices  also  went  up  for 
gasoline,  newspapers,  and  auto  insurance.  Slightly  lower  prices  were  reported 
for  some  automobiles. 


as  prices 


Fuel,  electricity,  and  ice  costs  increased  0*1  percent  during  the  month 
for  petroleum  products  advanced  in  a  number  of  cities. 


Information  on  changes  in  residential  rents  was  obtained  from  a  small 
group  of  dwellings  in  6  cities  in  March.  On  the  basis  of  this  information,  it 
was  estimated  that  the  rent  index  for  all  large  cities  combined  increased  0.1 
percent  to  109,0  (1935-39=100)  on  March  1J>,  1947.  Kents  advanced  in  Mobile  as 
higher  rates  were  charged  for  public  housing. 
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GENIAL  iXFLAihiT  IOM 


The  "consumers'  price  index  for  moderate-income  families  in  large  cities* 
formerly  known  as  the  "cost  of  living  index,"  measures  average  changes  in  retail 
prices  of  selected  goods,  rents,  and  services,  weighted  by  quantities  bought  by 
families  of  wage  earners  and  moderate -income  workers  in  large  cities  in  193 
The  items  prices  for  the  index  constituted  about  70  percent  of  the  expenditures  of 
city  families  whose  income  averaged  $132!).  in  193 4-34» 


The  indexes  are  based  on  time -to -time  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  and 
services  purchased  by  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities.  They  do  not  in¬ 
dicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another. 

Data  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  January  I94I , 
on  Tables  1  and  3#  which  have  been  estimated  for  January  1. 

'Arage  Base  Date.  January  1,  I9I1I  is  the  base  date  for  do  ter  min:  ng  allow¬ 
able  "cost  of  living"  wage  increases  under  the  "Little  Steel"  formula  uod  under 
the  wage-price  policy  of  February  1946 .  January  1,  I94I  indexes  in  Tables  1  and  2 
have  been  estimated  by  assuming  an  evnn  rate  of  change  from  December  lp,  191)0  to 
the  next  pricing  period,, 


Food  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  3^  cities  dur in  ;  the  first  four  day 

i  i  •  *»  •  ,«  ..  ,  ..  ... 


t  t r o  f  if  tam  <. 1 1 1  o f  the  mo n th « 


ngjro-- 


of  the  week  which  includes  the  'juesdav  n-  are 

v  -  -  —  - - - - 

gate  costs  of  foods  in  each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families 
of  wage  earners  and  moderate  -  income  workers ,  h-.  ve  been  combined  for  hue  0' noted 
States  with  the  use  of  population  weights.  In  March  1943  the  number  of  cities 
included  in  the  food  index  was  increased  from  pi  to  5c,  and  the  number  of  foods 

from  54  to  61, 


Frices  of  clothing,  housefuraishiih 


k  > 


3 n d  mi  seel  1  ana o' 1 ; 


services  are  obtained  in  34  large  c ft ie 3  in  Moron,  June,  September 
In  intervening  months,  prices  are  collected  in  21  of  the  3/  cities 
list  of  goods  and  services. 


oods  and 
and  December, 
for  a  snorter 


Pago  4 
March  I9I4.7 


TABLE  1  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  PDEX  F0» 


j'HP.  UR" 


ilT 

Ul 


'ODER A TE-BOT E  FAr '.TLIE3 
01 PIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEX  8  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


TIES  OT-  BP'HD*  50 


Group 


ALL  I 'JEM  5 
All  Poods 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 
Heats 

Dairy  products 

Eggs 

Fruits  R  vegetables 
Beverages 
Fa  ts  &  Oils 
Sugar  A  sweets 
Clo  thin  g 
Ren  t 

Fu e 1 j  e loot r i ci t y  & 'ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
Ho u s e f  v; r n i  sh  i  ’-p's 

vj 

Miscellaneous 


ALL  ITS'' S 
All  foods 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 
Tea  ts 

Dairy  products 

Eggs 

Fr  u.i .  ts  A*  ve  je  t a b  1  e  s 
Beverages 
Fats  A:  Oils 
Sugar  X  sweets 
Glo thing 
R°n  t 

Fuel,  electricity  A-  ice 
-  */  ^ 

Ga  s  &  elec  tr  1  c  i  tv 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
Housefurn:. shin gs 
i  ’  i  s  c  e  1 1  aw  eoi  1  s 


Mar,  15 

1947 

Feb .  15 
1347 

Mar,  15 
1946 

Aug.  .15' 
1915 

Jan . . 1 } 

1941 

Aug.  15 

1.959 

this 

Mon  th 

J 

Last 

Month 

i 

Year 
Ago  | 

V-J 

Wage  | 
Base  j 
Date---,! 

Mon  th 
Before 
War  in 
Europe 

Indexes,  1955-59  =  100,0 


one  General  explanation  of  tables  on  par 


156.5 

153  dR 

150.2 

129.,  5 

100.8 

9  3 .  C 

189.5 

ViO  ? 

v  .  rt  J 

14.0,1 

140 ,9 

97,6 

O'*  q 

143.1 

144.1 

110.3 

109.1 

94.3 

93,4 

207,6 

136.7 

151,5 

1.  3..  c  8 

99.2 

CC  7 

187.5 

105.2 

137.0 

133.4 

106,2 

CM  .1 

174.7 

169 .9 

159.0 

171,4 

104 . 6 

90,7 

199.6 

191,7 

183 ,4 

185,5 

91,3 

92.4 

186.3 

••  0  0 

7. fs.  1  O 

124.9 

124.7 

90.6 

dV9 

2.19  .1 

901 

125.9 

124.0 

30.2 

hi  •  5 

178 .  6 

173.1 

j  52  ,4 

126.6 

95,0  • 

95.6 

loi .  6 

J  id  .SR 

153,1 

14  6 . 4 

101  „2 

lUO.3 

K.’Vv  ,0 

•jo  >  0 

.i,  >  .0  «  .  .• 

108.4 

— 

105.0 

IQ/1  ?: 

1  17  -  6 

1  'J  n  c 

110,5 

111,4 

100.3 

97.5 

92  ,2 

■  -  '  • 

92,9 

n  r  *7 

«  /  »./  «  fv/ 

97.5 

99,0 

14?  *5 

"4245  R 

127.7 

127,2 

104. 0 

96.5 

1  * 

-  •  t.. 

18  CM  OR 

150,2 

146,0 

100.2 

IOC.  6 

IMS,  2 

157.  SR 

lor  n 
L<.pod 

124.5 

101.8 

Lsu  .4 

Fe- 

O'-  r  t  Chan 

..*es  to  '•  .a 

r-ch  15, 

1947 

— 

*;• 

^  c  C.  1 

20,0 

20.9 

55,1 

58.5 

— 

5  0 

55.5 

v  .<1  e 

•  .»  0 

94,2 

102 , 7 

— 

2,8 

7  /!  " 

»  .  »  < 

35,7 

55,2 

58.6 

— * 

5 . 5 

58.-1 

57.5 

109.5 

116,9 

— 

O  ? 

*■  t 

36,9 

40.6 

76.6 

101.4 

— 

2.8 

25.7 

1.9 

67.0 

92 . 6 

— 

4.1 

3.8 

8.3 

117,4 

116,0 

— 

O  O 

•  K» 

49.6 

49  .9 

106.5 

96,9 

— 

0.8 

74,0 

76.7 

0  <7*7  O 

1 »  6  0 

159.5 

— 

0 . 5 

84  .9 

41.1 

38.0 

36.8 

— 

1.5 

20,4 

f*  /-s 

.8 

82.1 

85,7 

— 

on 

0,6 

— 

5.3 

4.5 

— 

0.1 

6  (i  4 

r  p 

O  •  O 

16.7 

20  c  6 

— • 

0 

_n  a 

-5  *2 

-5.4 

-6.9 

— 

0,1 

11  „  6 

12.0 

37.0 

48.0 

— 

0.8 

21.4 

24  ,.9 

81.9 

C'.  '1  0 

ol  • 

u .  c 

9.8 

11,0 

35.8 

57,6 

?*6U  5 
March  tyLtf 


TABLE  2  -  ODMitt'ERS'  PRICE  Iv.rEX 
MARCH  I'DEXEb  AX'D  PERCENT  CHANGE  a 


FROM  ;?PEf3I  FIFO .  DA  TBS , , .  BY 


FDR  LARGE  CUTES* 
1D  MARCH  15 ,  1947 
CITIES  ’  - 


j  Indexes 
1955-39  q 
-i  10OJX. 


Percent-  charm- e  3  to  March  15.  1947  from 


ir.  15, 


Feb,.  15  j  Mar,  15  ■ 
1946 


ihis 


1 


Aug.  15  |  Jan,  1 - Aug. "15 

1955 


L  a  3  t 


Year' 


average  ■ 

*  ■  > 

•  , 

* 

Atlanta-,  Ga. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Birmingham,  Ala, 
Boston,  Mass. 
Buffalo ,  f,y, 
Chicago, "Ill, • 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  -Colo. 
Detroit,- Mich, 
Houston,*  Tbx. 

■  Indianapolis ,  Ind , 

Jacksonville ,  Fla . 
Kansas  City,  Mo„  * 
Lo  s  Angola  a ,  Cal if . 
M an  c h ester,  N , H . 


Mon  th 

Month 

> 

o 

V-J 

156.5 

» 

j  ■  2*0 

j 

20.0  • 

; 

- — - 4~- 

20. 9 

160'.  9 

| 

22,3  - 

2*2.5 

159.6 

2.4 

20 .8 

20.4 

1 68  cO 

2.5 

r* 

ff.  .  .  «y  5  ' 

21.0 

150.3 

2.0 

19 . 6 

19 . 6 

155.5 

1.9  ! 

19  .3 

i 

20.0 

156.2 

o  o 

A/  • 

i 

22.0  • 

1 

■  ! 
f 

22. 3 

157.0 

2.5  , 

21.2 

J 

: 

| 

21,4 

152.2. 

2 .1 

20 .9 

20.5 

154.8 

.1.7 

20,1 

| 

i 

21,2 

156,5  ! 

O  o 

A  •  | 

•  15.4 

i 

*  4 

1  C;  ?■ 

)  v  '  «r  ‘ . 

157.1 

1  9 

1  i 

85.1 

i 

1 

j 

0  2,  2 

K  t 

157,5 

i 

— 

Ol  o 

81.2 

1 65 .  4 

i 

20.1 

i 

18;  7 

150.3 

i.4  j 

18,1 

"  i 

18  ;2 

156,9 

0.6 

17,9 

} 

19.8 

W 


age 
Base 
Da  te-x- 


158.1 


20. 7 


Memphis,  Inn , 

158 . 8 

•— 

•19.3 

M  i-lwauk  e  e,  Eis .  .  *' 

154.5 

-■ 

21.6 

• 

Minneapolis,  Minn .* 

151 , 6  i 

1,7 

j  20.2  ' 

Mobile,  Ala. 

159.2 

j  21.2 

New  Orleans,  La. 

164.5 

— 

28.4 

90.5 


IQ 


.O 


■55.1 

61 ,2 

58.5 

59.4 

51.7 

52.4 
•54.5 

57.6 
56.1 

54.8 
55.0 
54,0 

54 . 4 

60  U 

55.3 


1  O  r'-C\ 

-'.Vv: 


55. 


New  York,*M 


V 

1  ■ 


!  157.4 


2.1 


IS 


21 57 

21.4 
20.3 
22.2 
21 


57.8 
‘59  cl 
"55.7 

48.9 
58.6 
td.8 

t  i.:  5 


M  on  th 
Before 
Ear  in 
Europe 


58.5 

64.2 

61.7 

64 . 5 

54.8 

57.7 

58  .3 

61.4 

59.2 
57,0 

58 .9 
56,0 

60.7 

65.9 
52  9 

v-‘  k*  e 

56.1 

61.7 

62.4 

59  o  5 

52.1 

Cl-,5 

65.0 


Norfolk,  Va, 

• 

160.9" 

— 

20.3 

•;  20.3 

59,9 

64 . 5 

Philadelphia, 

Pa.  * 

156.1 ‘ 

,  5.0 

|  20.6 

21.6 

57.4 

59.6 

Pittsburgh,  P 

h.  r 

159.2 

!  1.7 

21 , 3 

OO  2 

;  <  <c  •  5 

•  r-p,  r* 

O  /  .  a 

i 

61  c  8 

Por.tland,  Maine 

152.5  ' 

j 

!  20.3 

20 .1 

5’ 4, 8 

57,1 

Pcr-tland,  Oreg, 

160,6  • 

j 

IQ  9 

I  ♦  fv 

■  18.5 

£7.5 

60,4 

fticmond ,  Va. 

152,9  ‘ 

j 

p-i  k 

•  '  21.3 

53,5 

56.0 

St.  Louis,  Mo 

* 

155.8 

2.6 

pi  a 

J-  •  o. 

1  22.2 

54,3 

58,8  - 

San  Francisco 

,  Calif 

,1 60 . 3 

• 

i 

20.0 

21.0‘ 

•  „ 

57.5 

61,4 

Savannah,  Ga. 

* 

166.6 

■  z.l 

1  20. 1 

i 

V  20,5- 

64.5 

67.8 

Scranton,  Pa. 

'157.3 

!  — 

|  22.3  . 

23.5 

58.6 

65.9 

Seattle,  Tash 

• 

158. 2 

;  1.8 

17  .9  • 

19.0 

54.9 

57,7 

■ashing ton,  D 

,  C. 

■154.7 

2.1 

17.9 

i 

i 

i 

j  •  s.0,0  •  , 

J 

54.9 

.. 

56.9 

-x-  See  general 

explanation  of 

tables,  on 

Page  3. 

- . - 

March  I9I4.7 


3  -  ODNSirEKS'  PRICE  IMDFJ  FOR  LARGE  CITIES-: 
INDEXES  BY  GAT  VPS,  BY  CIITES 


(N  o  t.e : 


Some  indexes 


.for  January  IS  and 
(1935-39  =  100.0) 


February  15  revised) 


Ci  tv 


AVERAGE 

January 

February 

March 

A  tlan  ta 
Janua  ry 
February 
March 

Baltimore- 
January 
February 
I""  arch 

Birmi  ngham 
January. 
February 
¥  arch 

Boston 
Janua  ry , 
February 
March 

Buffalo 

January 

February 

March 

Chicago 
January 
Febru  ary. 
March 

Cincinnati 

January 

February 

March 

Cleveland 

January 

o 

February . 
March 


Food 


160.9 


:6.2 
155',  S 
159 -.6 


158*7  i 
j 158*1  | 

(162.0  i 


147 

150 


.4 


152 

152 

155 


.•7 

,4 

.  V- 


f 


1 52 .0 
152.6 
156.2 


152.6 

155.2 

157,0 


156.1 
155.9 

159.2 


187.5 

187.5 


177  .  6 


175 .9 
175.5 
179.7 


164.5 

183.2 


162,4 

182.8 

191.3 


169  .1 
166 .9 
195.1 


1 

1 

j  Cloth- 
|  ing 

1 

. 

Rent 

_ 

!  Fuel , 

i 

I 

i  Tbtal 

Elect. 

Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

&  Ice 

0  the  r 

i  Fuel s 
&  ice 

House 

• 

furnish¬ 

ings 

i 

! 

j  179 .0 

108.8 

,  117.3 

91.9 

!  142.1 

* 

179.1  ( 

,  181.5 

103.9 

!  117.5  | 

92.2 

142.5 

180.8 

!  184.5 

i  i 

i  | 

109.0 

*  117.6  j 

i 

f 

92.2 

142.5 

182.3 

1  ! 

i 

•  _  i 

i 

12&.4  ! 

78,5 

174.5 

1 

» 

* 

i  ~ 

— 

!  128.5  | 

78.3 

174.5 

-  ! 

i  179.0  , 
;  j 

i  I 

;  128.5  ; 

♦ 

1  , 

78  7 

174.6 

185.,  5 

I  ; 

j  182.8  | 

107.2 

i 

!  13.9  .9'  i 

96.5 

13  8.  .8 

181.5 

! 164.0  • 

- 

;  119 .9  i 

96.5 

138.8 

184.1 

(165.7  : 

r  ! 

[ 

1  120. O'  t 
j  | 

n  r%  r 

V.  ♦  \j 

158.9 

182.9  1 
i 

•173.5  1 

1  l 

_L 

l  ! 

1 

;  120.5’ | 

» 

79.6  ! 

151.2 

1  '  1 
* 

169.9  J 

— 

i  120.5  ! 

79.6  ! 

151 ,2 

!  169.5 

!  179,5  ! 

1-  i 

i  • 

<  120.5  ‘ 

i 

i  i 

79.6  ; 

i 

151.2 

,  i  7?  v  ! 

■L  !<-•  v? 

• 

t 

1-170.3  | 

t 

i  * 

126.8  : 

104 • 6  ! 

153.9 

169.0 

j 174.5  ! 

126.9  • 

104,5  j 

159.1 

171.0  j 

1 172.7  ; 

105.6 

127.0  ; 

1 

104.6  i 

f 

1 

159,2 

’ 

173.7  ( 

i 

180.5  i 

119.5 

» 

1 

94.9  i 

■  1 

i 

141.4  i 

185.0 

185 .3  . 

-  i 

119.5  ! 

94.9  ! 

141.4  ! 

167.3 

137.2  1 

i 

i 

i 

- 

| 

119.5  , 

i 

i 

94.9  : 

i 

141.4  j 

| 

189.8  j 

176 ,5  j 

i 

! 

110.2  j 

i 

83.5  • 

t 

128.1 

171.2 

178.1  i 

110.4  : 

85.5  ; 

158.3 

172.2  ! 

182,4  i 

I 

i 

- 

. 

110.7  \ 

i 

83.5  ! 

1 

i 

158.9 

173.3  | 

i 

| 

i 

171.8  i 

i 

115.2  j 

! 

90.8  ! 

138.4 

171.4  ; 

174.7  , 

jt  '■ 

~ 

115,2  ; 

90.3  i 

153.4 

175.6 

T  r#  n  n  i 

I  /  b  •  o  i 

» 

J 

• 

115.2 

♦ 

90. S  | 

i 

j 

138,4 

t 

175.7  : 

i 

i 

j 

177.7  ’ 

i  • 

122.2  ; 104.9  i 

159.0 

i 

166.8  1 

181.1  j 

— 

122.2  (104.9  j 

159  .0 

168.0  ] 

162,5  j 

j 

i 

■ 

122. f  ;  104.9  I 

1  ! 

129.0 

171.5  j  3 
1 

t'iscel- 

-laneous 


137.4 

138.2 


136.1 


L4C 


i  135.3 


TABLE  3  -  (’ Continued)  ODNoIT' HR  3*  PRICE  1MDEX  K)R  LARGE  CITIES- 

INDEXES  BY  Gif  BPS,  BY  CITIES 


I  .-go  7 
Marsh  1947 


(Mote:  Some  indexes  for  January  15  and  February  15  revised) 

(IE 3 5-39  =  100.0) 


!  All 

1 

1 

! 

7- 

1  FueU 

Elect.  > 

7  Ice  ^ 

|  Clo  th- 

i 

Ga  s  St 

1  0  then 

House- 

M  .is  cel- 

City 

Items 

j  Food 

ing 

<  Rent 

!  Total 

!  Elect- 

j  Fuel's 

furnish- 

1 aneous 

-  -  -  -  -  -  .  _ . 

i 

.j - - .. — 

I 

L 

!  ricity 

Ei  Ice 

'ivy  3 

i 

Denver 

1 

i 

1 

! 

1 

! 

1 

1 

1 

i 

! 

| 

t 

1 

—  —  ■ — 

-1 

i 

f 

January 

151.4 

1  185,0 

170,8 

! 102.5 

|  77.3 

i  152,1 

195.6 

154,0 

February/- 

152,2 

|  135.7 

177 , 6 

— 

i  98.9 

68,5 

1  155.9 

198,5 

154.1 

1 ar  ch 

154.8 

j  191 .  4 

181.5 

i  — 

98.9 

j  68,5 

!  155.9 
! 

199  ,9 

134.7 

Detroit 

» 

[ 

i 

i 

i 

1 

! 

! 

January 

155  .0 

•  *1  n/y  r* 

1  1  1 0 1-  b 

175,4 

— 

'121*8 

84,7 

149  .9 

180.6 

|  147.7 

February’’ 

t) 

1153.1 

i  175,1 

178.0 

— 

[121.6 

84  0  5 

149  .9 

155,0 

1  143.5 

March 

1156.5 

183.0 

181 ,9 

i 

•  121 .8 

84,6 

150.0 

185.6 

149.1 

Houston 

i 

■ 

* 

1 

January 

155.9 

!  192.5 

175,7 

— 

1  94,2 

81,9 

-|  0  n  0 

-i-  (  St 

132.0 

156.0 

February 

154.1 

!  190,6 

179.3 

— 

i  94,2 

81.9 

127.2 

185,2 

156.6 

March 

157.1 

i  196.5 

1 

185.4 

- 

1  94. 3 

l 

81.9 

127,8 

186.5 

"i  ? 

Indianapolis 

1 

' 

i 

| 

January 

— 

180.0 

'122.9 

86,6 

144.5 

- 

February 

179,9 

— 

116,0 

125 ,0 

8  6 . 6 

144.5 

_ 

March 

157.5 

187.8 

177.0 

— 

:  123,1 

1 

86.6 

144.5 

17  u  c  8 

141.6 

Jacksonville 

January 

190.5 

— 

128,4 

92,8 

159  .2 

February 

- 

189.5 

— 

129.1 

92.8 

1  60,6 

March 

l 

1 

165.4 

• 

198.8 

180.3 

112  ,8 

1 129.9 

82.8 

162.1 

170.7  ; 

150.1 

Kansas  City  i 

. 

* 

January 

147.7 

175,4 

164.7 

110,1 

121,2 

91.2 

148.4 

167,2 

156.6 

February 

148.7 

176.6 

168  .0 

121.2 

91..  2 

148.5 

167,6 

156.8 

>  •  a  rch 

150.8 

182,5 

170.7 

— 

121.2 

91.2 

! 

148,5 

168.7 

157.0 

Los  Angeles 

! 

! 

i 

j 

| 

January 

155. 5 

194,5 

172.5 

Ill .  7 

94,5  | 

89.5  j 

119.5 

176.2 

156.2 

February 

155.9 

194.1 

174,9 

•94.5  ; 

89.5  ; 

119,5 

179,9 

156,9 

March 

i 

156.9 

195.5 

178,5 

94.5  | 

t 

p.  0  •>:  ; 

'  119,5 

l 

180.4 

137.2 

Manchester 

j 

I 

1 

j 

| 

t  i 

Januarv 

- 

185.6 

_ 

— 

128.6  , 

9?, 7  1 

146,1 

i 

February 

177,5 

— 

- 

128.6  1 

95.7  i 

146.0  ; 

March 

1 — 1 
<» 

CO 

LTD 

1 — i 

186,8 

174.9 

“ 

128,7  ! 

95.7 

146.2  | 

186.5 

153.5 

Memphis 

1 

1 

1 

J 

1 

January 

— 

200,2 

— 

115.8  1 

77.0  j 

134,2  j 

,  „ 

February 

— 

198. 6 

_ 

115.6 

115,8 

77.0 

134.2  ! 

__ 

March 

158.3 

205,1 

185,7  ! 

115.8 

i 

77.0  1 

i 

{ 

1 

134.2  ! 
! 

157.6 

130,1 

Pago  3 
March  1947 

TABLE  5 


( Con t inusd  )  CTN o!J,: 

C-XE3  BY 


i’RS*  PRICE 


<m  I 


T  V‘ 


BY 


INDEX  10 R  LAr? GE  CITTSS-x- 
CITTES 


(Note:  Some  indexes 


for  January  15  and 
(19 55-? 9  “  100 ,0) 


February  15  revised) 


t 

j 

i 

Fuel,  Elect, 

Ice  i 

City 

All 

I  terns 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Ren  t 

Ibtal 

Gas  Sr 
Elect¬ 
ric!  zy 

Other  ! 
Riels  ! 
Y  Ice 

House— 

.f  urnish- 

..  ir!i£ _ 

M  is  cel- 
laneou 

Milwaukee 

Janua ry 

! 

1 

1 

178,0 1 

-P 

! 

:  ■ 

117,7 

93  .9 

i 

134.0 

' 

February 

. 

“ 

180.1 ! 

1 

— 

119.2 

94.4 

156.1 

_ , 

— 

March 

154,5 

186.9 : 

180,3 

— 

119.1 

93.6 

13  6,6 

187,7 

135.8 

Minneapolis 

January 

148.? 

i 

i 

i 

174.0 

181.3  ' 

- 

111.7 

78.9 

155.2 

175.8 

155.5 

February 

149.0 

174.6 

185.4 

_ 

112.2 

76  .9 

134.0 

175*9 

155.7 

March 

151.6 

181.2  : 

i 

186.7 

111.4 

112.6 

78. 9 

134,7 

175.1 

136.2 

Mobile 

! 

1 

1 

January 

— 

189  .2  ! 

110.9 

34 ,0 

152,4 

- 

— 

Februa  ry 

— 

188 . 7  ! 

__ 

— 

114, 2 

84.1 

158,2 

— 

M  a  rch 

159  .2 

199.6 j 

i 

178,2 

166.6 

117.5 

34.1 

145,9 

163.4 

- 

129  o  9 

New  Orleans 
January 

l 

199 . 7  ! 

. 

_ 

102,8 

75.1 

17  9  7 

1 

Februa ry 

199.1 

_ 

107.2 

102,6 

nr  ) 

/  T  .  f%  -i_ 

132.7 

— 

March 

164.5 

204.3 

138,5 

— 

102  .9 

75.1 

152,8 

: 

174,6 

159.2 

New  York 

January 

154. 6 

183 . 5 

193,6 

103.5 

117,1 

. 

94.4 

152,0 

176,2 

140.7 

February 

154  .2 

182.1 

195.2 

— 

117  ,0 

94.4 

151  .7 

176,7 

140,5 

¥  arch 

157,4 

189.5 

198 .1 

— 

117.1 

94.5 

151,9 

' 

177  o  6 

140,5 

Norfolk 

Janua ry 

” 

■ 

191.3 

_ 

in;  7 

•i.S.  O  c  <J 

94.9 

149  c3 

_ 

. 

February 

191.6 

- 

- 

1  OC  <7 

.LO  0  ■... 

94 .9 

149  £  5 

March 

160.9 

199.8 

171.0 

<•  »,  ,  kJ 

44,9 

149  ,5 

179  c0 

143.5 

Philadelphia 

January 

152.5 

179,7 

176,3 

122,8 

op  0 

146.0 

179.5 

1  **  * 

-L.  v/  c 

February 

151.6 

177,2 

177,1 

107,7 

125.2 

97.8 

' 146.0 

179,7 

153,2 

March 

156.1 

135,8 

180,9 

— 

‘1  f '  r:  9 

;  k.  kJ  o  k. 

97.8 

146,0 

179  ,8 

156.6 

Pittsburgh 

January 

156.0 

185.2 

205,0 

i 

:  120.1 

! 

: 103.2 

149  .0 

160.7 

135.0 

February 

156.5 

185,6 

'207.9 

120.1 

,  1  o  " 

j  sJU  K  -  O 

14S.0 

160,8 

155.3 

March 

159,2 

i 

192.0 

211,2 

- 

120.1 

j 103 ,3 

1 

149  .0 

. 

182;,  2 

155,5 

Portland,  Me, 
January 

! 

179  .8 

1 

i 

i 

1 

|  125.1 

1 

i 

!  95.3 

139  .8 

„ 

February 

I 

174.3 

» 

i 

i  125.1 

!  q  y  7 

139,8 

- 

March 

|  152,5 

1 

|  184,8 

! 

1.—  -  , - —  -- 

177.8 

t 

! 

i 

— 

!  125.2 

i 

• 

O  C  7. 

| 

1 

140  ,0 

177 ,5 

i 

! 155,0 

mmmmrnmmmmiiimimmmSSmmmmSSi 


TA':'L3  3  -  (Continued;  (t)V$*Y.jP$'  PRICE  I*DKS  FOR  URGE  CITIES* 

INDEXES  BY  CRO'TS,  BY  CITIES 

(Note:  Some  indexes  for  January  15  and  February  .15  revised, 

(1955-59  ■=  100.0} 


• 

City 

All 

I  terns 

Food 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

.. 

Rent 

Portland,  Oreg. 
January 

192.8 

1 

1 

February 

— 

191.2 

— 

— 

March 

160.6 

198.1 

178.4 

— 

Richmond 

• 

, 

,  ^ 

January 

181 0  5 

— 

— 

February 

— 

182.1 

— 

- 

March 

152,9 

|  188 c 8 

182.5 

- 

Fuel , 

E0 ect. 

VS ±U 

iFiscel- 

!  " 

- | Igneous 

1 

lb  tal 

Gas  & 
Sle Ct¬ 
rl  city 

r,  -i-t >' 

O  Ui  10 1 

Flier  s 

5  Ice 

House— 
furni sh 
ings ; 

t;  7  ' 

T 

> 

125,8 

88.5 

|  166.9 

i 

1  *'■*' 

1 

122,0 

88. 3 

;  165.1 

— 

- 

12-2.0 

88.4 

;  165 .1 

1 

1 

j 

175.4' 

110.9 

! 

115.8 

94.2 

i 

!  128.9 

_ 

1 

116.7 

96,7 

1  128.9 

— 

116.7 

9  6,7 

'  128,9 

187.6 

j 150.7 

| 

St.  Louis 

| 

1 

: 

! 

i 

l 

{ 

t 

131.2 

January 

151.1  ! 

187,4 

172.7  j 

— 

114,5 

97,2  ; 

129  e  4  j 

.! .  4-  •  'J 

February 

March 

1 51  <t  8  ] 
155.8  ! 

1 

! 

188.4 

198.9 

175,8  j 

177 ,7  j 
| 

~  l 

i 

114.5 

114.4 

r-\  ry  O 

9  f  .4  .1 
97,2 

129.4  i 

129.5  i 

1 

1  c  r ;  9 

1  tzr  9 

J.  r.J  ^  Q 

i  1  „  5 
152,1 

San  Francisco 

i 

1 

i 

1 

| 

1 

: 

j 

» 

1 

150.1 

January 

159,5 

200.6 

171.4 

-  i 

82,5 

HO  h 

If-  *  l 

116.4  | 

146 . 7 

Februa rv 

158.4 

19  5 . 4 

176.3 

106,8  ! 

82,5  | 

72,7 

116.4  j 

Ibl  .0 

147.6 

March 

160.3 

• 

199.5 j 

178.9 

! 

82,5  j 

72,7 

• 

13  6.4  j 
' 

151.9  j 

148.0 

Savannah 

! 

1 

192.0 

159  ,0 

January 

162.5 

205.8 

170.7 

115  cl 

121.9 

91.2 

1  /  O  ! 

J  bb  ’  *6  ! 

February 

162,5 

205  .1 

174.6 

121.9 

91 ,2 

14.0,5 

190,6 

139  .3 

March 

166,6 

. 

215.1 

175,2 

• 

122.0 

91.2 

140.4 

194.4 

140.4 

Scranton 

January 

180,9 

— 

— 

129 .9 

91,8 

1C7  P 

.L.  »_  -•  '  V 

— 

— 

February 

,  . 

182  0  6 

— 

129,9 

91,3  ' 

}  r?.  0 

1 

— 

March 

/ 

157.5 

108.9 

1  n ;  ’  p 

101.5 

1 29  , 5 

91.3 

. 

;  152.6 
| 

178.0 

152.5 

Seattle 

. 

' 

! 

1 

1 

177,8 

January 

155,7 

189,6 

171,5 

— 

111.5 

85.8 

i  155.0 

142  ,1 

February 

March 

1  155.4 

!  158.2 

1 

187.4 

194.5 

175.0 
;  176.0 

l 

112.2 

1 

!  111,7 
!  111.7 

1 

85.3 

85,8 

1  '1  XX  X 

X  U  • 

1  7  7  ^ 

180.1 

183.4 

142  ,8 
142,8 

1 

7Ja  shin  gton 

! 

i 

1 

1 

• 

i 

1 

l 

i 

1 

! 

1 

;  136,6 

185.0 

'January 

|  152,1 

103.7 

201.1 

— 

j  119.7 

94.4 

! 159,8 

February 

1.  151.5 

181.5 

!  200,2 

100,7 

j 120.5 

94.4 

;  157.8 

185.8 

]  1-10,1 

March 

154,7 

190,5 

] 

i 

i  201 .9 
» 
f 

t 

u - - - 

: 120.5 

1 

1  94.4 

1 

1  157.9 

j 

187,2 

1 

| 140.5 

1 

See  general  explanation  of  tables  on  page  3. 
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March  194? 


TAB 


E 


-  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX -FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  changes  by  croups,  by  cities 
FROM  FEBRUARY  15  TO  MARCH  15,  1947 


City 


AVERAGE 

Atlanta.  Ga. 
Baltimore,  ivid. 

Bi r mi ng ham ,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Chicago,  Ill. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo. 

De jb  r o  i t ,  Mi  ch  • 
Houston,  Texas 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Lo  s  Ange Is s ,  Calif. 


Mane  he st e r , 


IT. 


U, 


Memphis,  Tenn. 

Mi  Iwauke  e ,  v!  i  s  c  . 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Mobile,  Ala. 

Nev;  Orleans,  La. 
New  York,  N. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Phi lade lphia ,  pa . 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Portland,  Maine 
Portland,  Oreg. 
Richmond,  Va. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Savannah,  Ga. 
Scranton,  Pa. 

Seatt  le ,  Via  sh« 
a  shi  ngt  on,  D .  C . 


'  11 


!  a 


!  Items 


I-  - 


2.0 


Cj  « 

2.5 
2 . 0 
1.9 
2.2 


2.5 

2.1 

1.7 


a  ? 

1  ° 

-1-  9 


1.4 

0.6 


1.7 


2.1 


i  5.0 


1.7 


.L  o 


; Cloth¬ 
ing 


Re  nt 

< 

i 


Fuel,  ElecU  Ice 
’  .Gas  &  Other 
Total  I  Elect-  Fuels 
|  ricit-y  &  Ice 


House 

furnish- 


3. 


1.5 


0. 1 


6 . 5  j  - 

5.1  j  0.9 
4.9  ■  2.5 

4.2 
3.7 
4,1 


|  -  1  e  V 

1.8 


i  1/0.2 


t 


2.6 
1. 2 

2.5 

1.8 

2.1 


4.6  ; 

4.4  ! 

3.1  i 

4.5  ! 
3.0  | 
4 . 4 

.u  9 

I 

5.0  i 

3.2  ; 
0,7 

O  ,  Cj  1 

3 « 5 

3.8 

3.  o 

5.8 

2.6  j 

4. 1  ’ 

4.3  j 

4.9  | 

3.4 

6.0 

3.6 

3 . 7 
!  5,5 

j  2.1 


1.1 

0.7 


O 

u.*  a 


2.2 

3 . 4 


1  ! 


0.1 

0 

ca 

0 

0.1 

0 

0.3 

0 

ca 

0 

c » 2 
c .  1 
ca 


1 


l.c 

2a 


12^0,5  1  C.6 

r  -  !  0 


0 


oa 

0 

-oa 


oa  1 1/0. 4  |  0.4 

! 


It/1.9  *  2.9 


1.5 


2.1 


1. 


a 


1.1 

1.5 


oa 


4.9 
■3.5 
3.7  |  1.7 

5.0  0.8 


rk  ! 


*  See  General  Explanation  of 
l/  Change  from  August  1946, 
"2/  Change  from  Sept.  1946. 


Tables  on  Page  > 


2/-0.1 

o  J 

: ..  4 


1/0. 1 


ca 
c .  1 
c 
0 

c; 

ca 

c 

0 

Cel 

0 

oa 

-  c .  3 
0 


0 

0 

c 

0 

0.1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-0.8 

0 

0 

0 


i  0.1  I 

I 

!  c.  x  ; 
I  0.1  ! 
0 

:  o.x  ! 


1 


0 

0.4  ! 

I 

0 

0  ! 

0  ! 
0.1  I 
0.5  j 

oa  i 


0. 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0. 1 
0 
0 
0 

0 

0 

0. 

0 


0,9 

0 

0 

oa 

0 

0. 4 

0 . 5 
4.1 
0.1 
ca 
0 
0 

0 

oa 

V-  0 

0 

oa 

0 

oa 

-0.4 

0 

0.1 


ings 


0.8 


■  0  7 

1.7 

1.6 

1.3 

0.6 

oa 

2.1 

0.7 

1.4 
0 , 6 


0.7 
0  •  5 


0.7 

0.  5 
0.1 
0.8 


oa 

0.6 


Mi  see 
laneou 


-0 .  b 


0.2 
j  0.2 
!  0.5 
|  0.7 

i  0.4 


1 . 5 

0.6 

0.4 

0.5 


i  1  2 

t  •  Ui 


0.1 

0,2 


Or  4 


4 


j  oa 

i  2,6 

0.1 


|  0,5 

!  0.3 


2.0  j  0.8 

—  ! 

1.8  jc  0 

0.3  |  0.3 


TABLE  4  A  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LA cGE  CITIES* 
TER  CENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  DECEMBER  15,  1946  TO  MARCH  15,  1947 


Pagu  11 
March  I9I77 


City 


AVERAGE 

Atlanta,  Ge  . 
Baltimore,  Md, 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Chicago,  Ill, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo. 
Detroit,  Mich, 
Houston,  Texas 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Manchester,  T.  M. 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
Milwaukee ,  Wise. 

Minneap  o 1 i s ,  Minn. 
Mobile,  Ala, 

New  Orleans,  La. 

New  York,  N,  Y. 
Norfolk,  Va, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Portland,  Maine 
Portland,  Greg. 
Richmond,  Va  P 
St,  Louis,  Mo. 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 


Savannah,  Ga. 
Scranton,  Pa. 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Washington,  D.  C 


|  All 

i  Items 


. .. 
I 


2  .  0 

3.3 
2 . 5 
2.2 

1.4 

2.4 

2.1 

2.8 

1.9 

1.5 
2.2 
3.2 
2.1 


i  2,9 
|  2.6 
!  1,6 
;  1.0 
i  1.6 
2.6 


o  3 


i 


1 

3.6 

1.0 

1.4 

2,1 

2.4 

'  2.4 
2.2 
1.8 
2.4 
3 , 0 
-0.1 


2.7 

;  2.1 

0.6 

1.8 


Cloth- | 

Food  ing  j  Rent 


1.9 

5.8 
3.6 

2.3 
1.1 
2.2 
2,0 

4.0 

1.9 
0.4 
2.1 

3.4 
1.9 


2.1 

3.9 

0.2 

0.1 

•0.4 

4.0 


0,6 

4.5 

0.9 

1.8 

o  c, 

4-0  • 


2.3 

2.4 

1.1 

1.2 

5.1 

•2.5 

3.5 


4.4 

3.8 

3.7 

5.5 

1.9 

4.8 

6.0 

3.2 
4.4 

8.6 

5.6 

7.9 

4.3 

6.1 

5.0 

6.1 

4.4 

7 . 3 

3.9 

4.4 

5 . 4 
4«  3 

2.6 

3.1 
4.  4 

5  „  4 
5.8 
6.6 
5, 0 

4.2 

5.5 


7  O 


2,0  j  6.5 
•0.8  •  4,6 
2.3  i  2,0 


_Fue  1 ,  Elecb  .  & _ Ice_ 

I  Gas  &  j  Other 


Total  1  Elect-!  Fuels 


j  ricity 


~U. 


1.8 

-0.6 

1.6 

5.1 

1.3 

1.5 

2.8 

1.6 

1.9 

■3,4 

3.3 

0.2 


v.-  •  J. 


2.0 

2 . 5 
2.2 
0.1 

1.5 
1,4 


!  1*7 

|  9,6 

1  Col 
0,4 

2.5 

5 . 3 

2.8 

1.4 

-Co  5 
5  a  2 

2.5 
0 

1.7 
i-C.3 

1.8 

'  2  4 


0.2 

-5.8 

0 

0 

0,2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

11,4 

0.2 

0.1 

0 


,  0 
0 

i  -1.9 
,  -2.8 
0 

!  -0.1 

j  0 

|  0.2 

!  0 

!  0.1 

I 

0 

!  5 . 7 

s 

I  0.1 

-0.3 

-Go  2 

2.7 
0 
0 

0 
0 

2.3 

0 


&  Ice 


3.0 


House  ,  Mi  seel 
f  u  mi  sh  4  larecuf- 
i  ng  r  • 


2.9 


i 


1.5 


1.6 

6.7 

j  1.0 

2.5 

0.4 

1.1 

7.4 

rz  cz 

tj  •  0 

i  0.4 

t— • 

• 

CD 

2.7 

2.9 

2,5 

3.7 

2.4 

4.6 

|  1.3 

1.5 

2.6 

i 

!  3,4 

1.7 

3.2 

1.2 

1.5 

1.5 

I  3.9 

1.4 

4.6 

!  3.9 

1.3 

0,5 

4.0 

9  •'■ 

u/  o  At 

4.3 

2.3 

i  j 

1.9 

O  •  1 

i  j 

j  4.3 

4.2 

o 

c 

2.1 

0.7 

19,4 

;  4.2 

1.5 

IcO 

<~j  Q 

O  «•  'U 

1 . 4 

2,0 

|  5.2 

2.1 

2.2 

2.3  i 

i 

1.5 

2,4 

|  1 
3. 1 

0.8 

14.1 

1  4.7  j 

0.2 

0.2 

9  ?  !_  n,  a 

UJ  9  X.'  •  O 

0.8 

2.1 

0.5 

3.5 

!  X  7 

u.  o 

1.3 

2.1 

0.8 

i 

2.5 

6.3 

! 

o.  c: 

0.0 

1.7 

1.9 

1.5 

1.4 

-0,7  |  3.6 

1.6 

'Z  cz 
u  »  D 

7.9 

2.4 

4,2 

0.1 

0,9 

° 

1,9 

I 

1.1 

2.3 

i 

3.2  j 

2.5 

-0.4 

4.5 

1.0 

1,6 

4.3 

0,8 

3,5 

— 

3.8 

1 

0,9 

*See  General  Exolanaticn  of  Tables  on  Page  ^ , 
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U*S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 


Washington  25,  I)®  0- 


Moffatt<*“655 


CONSUMERS *  PRICE  INDEX  -  APRIL  15,  1947 
April  Consumers  *  Prices  Slightly  Lower  than  March  A1 1  -Time j IPY  T^tf 


Preliminary  figures  on  the  changes 
|  in  consumers*  prices  between  March  15 
j  and  April  15  were  released  on  May  18c 
j  Final  figures  are  n ow  aval 1 a b 1 e c 


JUN  3"'"-7 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ILHNW 


Consumers’  goods  and  services  for  moderate  ■“•income  families  wore  one -tenth 
of  one  percent  lower  m  mid-April  than  in  mid~March  according  to  the  final  figures 
of^tne  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  IAS*  Department  of  Labor «  This  decrease  comparer 
v.,iuh  a  2  percent  increase  between  February  15  and  March  15,  1947 •  As  of  April  15* 
1947  the  Consumers'  Price  Index  was  156*1  (1955-59  =  ICO)* 


Retail  prices  for  foods'  dropped,  while  prices  for  all  other  major  groups 
of  xi ring  essentials  advanced  during  the  month*  Food  prices  in  large  cities  decline 
0*o  percent;  clotning  prices  rose  0*2  percent;  fuel  costs  and  prices  of  mircollaneo- 
goods  &AJ.U  services  each  increased  0«7  percent;  house  furnishings  prices  rose  s light] u 


( u 


wnile  routs  remained  unchanged*  In  mid-April  the  consumers’  price  index  was 
percent  higher  than  a  year  ago  and  58  percent  above  the  August  1959  level 0 

0u  1947  the  retail  food  price  index  was  188*0  ( 1935-59  «  100), 

food  prices  have  more  than  doubled  since  August.  1939*  tho  month  before  the  out¬ 
er  oak  of  war. in  Europe,  and  have  increased  nearly  one -third  during  the  past  year* 


The  family  food  bill  was  below  the  record  high  of 


rch 


but  was 


soi^l  more  than  5  percent  above  mid -February  194’;’ ■»  The  previous  peak  i  ft.  retail  food 
prices  was  November  15*  1946;  the  April  Ip  prices  are  slightly  above  this  peak, 
x ood  price  movements  during  the  Marcb-April  period  varied  considerably*  Decreases 
wore  recorded  lor  dairy  products  (down  4*6  percent)  and  meats  (down  2*4  percent). 
Cereal  and  bakery  products  prices  increased  3*6  percent  while  fats  and  oils  rose 
pore  one  *  All  otne*r  j  ood  prices  advanced  fractionally*  The  decrease  in  dairy 
products  pi  ices  reflected  seasonally  increased  supplies*  All  meat  prices  declined* 
with  pork  products  leading*  Meat  production  was  maintained  at  high  levels  and 
wholesale  prices  weakened  considerably «  Flour  prices  were  up  over  9  percent  and 
together  with  advances  in  bread  prices  brought  the  cereals  and  bakery  products  group 
up  3«6  percent;*  Price  increases  for  vegetable  shortenings  were  the  major  cause  of 
the  increase  in  the  fats  and  oils  group* 

Reta.il  costs  of  clothing  to  mo  do  rater  income  families  rose  slightly  between 
March  15  &nd  April  1 ,*  Prices  were  higher  for  men’s  clothing*  particularly  suits 
and  topcoats,  business  shirts  ana  cotton  hosiery*  Prices  for  women’s  dresses  and 
cotton  gloves  also  were  up  in  several  of  the  21  cities  surveyed,  Shoes  for  all 
members  of  the  family  continued  to  rise,  but  at  a  slower  rate  than  in  recent  months. 


LS 


4 7-5610 


Shoe  prices  have  now  increased  more  than  20  percent  since  controls  were  eliminated. 
Work  clothing  prices  declined  in  several  cities  as  did  nylon  hose  for  women  and 
rayon  socks  for  men. 


Housefurnishing  prices  increased  0.1  percent  on  the  average  between  mid- 
March  and  mid-April.  Decreases  in  some  cities  were  reported  for  Attains ter  rugs, 
inexpensive  quality  living  room  suites,  innerspring  mattresses  and  table  model 
radios.  Increases  were  shown  for  washing  machines,  gas  ranges,  and  refrigerators. 
The  reported  reasons  for  the  decreases  were  reappearance  of  lower  priced  merchan¬ 
dise,  lowered  cost  of  available  merchandise,  sales  and  competitive  markdowns,  and 
store  policy  in  line  with  the  President's  program. 

The  increase  of  0.7  percent  in  the  index  for  miscellaneous  goods  and 
services  was  slightly  larger  than  the  mid-February  to  mid-March  rise.  This  increase 
was  led  by  a  rise  in  the  prices  of  gasoline,  motor  oil,  and  soaps  in  a  large  number 
of  cities. 


Fuel,  electricity  and  ice  costs  also  rose  0.?  percent  from  mid-March  io 
mid-April  reflecting  increases  in  fuel  oil  prices  in  three  cities  and  scattered 
price  increases  for  bituminous  coal.  Anthracite  coal  prices  showed  declines  because 
of  reintroduction  of  seasonal  discounts. 

Information  on  changes  in  residential  rents  was  obtained  from  a  small 
group  of  dwellings  in  6  cities  in  April.  On  the  basis  of  this  information,  it  was 
estimated  that  the  rent  index  for  all  large  cities  combined  remaind  unchanged  at 
109.0  (1935-39  =  100)  on  April  15,  191+7. 


\ 


v 


GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


Page  3 

April  19/7 


The  "consumers '  price  index  for  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities 
formerly  known  as  the  "cost  of  living  index/'  measures  average  changes  in_reta.il 
prices  of  selected  goods,  rents,  and  services,  weighted  by  quantities  bought  by 
families  of  wage  earners  and  mo derate -income,  workers  in  large  cities  in  1934-36* 
The  items  priced  for  the  index  constituted  about  JO  percent  of  the  expenditures  of 
city  families  whose  income  averaged  (,j>152/  in  193/-3&* 


9 


The  indexes  are  based  on  time -to -time  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  and. 
services  purchased  by  mo derate -income  families  in  large  'cities.  They  do  not  in¬ 
dicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another. 


Data  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  January  19/1 » 
in  Tables  1  and  2,  which  have  been  estimated  for  January  1* 


Wage  Base  Date.  January  1,  19/1  is  the  base 
able  "cost  of  living*1  w a ge  increases  under  the  "Little 
the  wage -price  policy  of  February  19/6*  January  i,  19b 
have  been  estimated  by  assuming  an  even  rate  of  change 
the  next  pricing  period. 


date  for  determining  allow  - 
Steel"  formula  and  under 
.1  indexes  in  Tables  1  and  2 
from.  December  Ty ,  19/0  •  to 


Food  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  rjb  cities  during  the  first  four  days 
of  the  week  which  includes  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.  Aggregate  costs  of  foods  it 
each  city,  weighted  to  represent  iood  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and 
moderate -income  workers ,  ‘have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights.  In  March  19/3  the  number  of  cities  included  in  the  food  index 
was  increased  from  to  5 6,  and  tho  number  of  foods  from  3/  to  6.1c 


Prices  of  clothing,  ho  us  e  f  u  r  n  i  shings 
services  are  obtained  in  34  largo  cities  in  Ma 
In'  intervening  months,  prices  are  collected  in 
list  of  goods  and  services. 


,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and 
roll,  June,  September  and  December. 
21  of  the  3/  cities  ior  a  shorter 


« 


Pag©  6 

April  ic»47 


TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  iCODERAIE -INCOME  FAMILIES 
FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DRIES,  BY  CROUPS 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANCES 


Rent 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
H  Pu  s  e  f  u  rn  i  s  h  ing  s 
Miscellaneous 


ALL  ITEMS 
All  foods 

Cereals  <c  bakery  products 
Meats 

Dairy  products 

Eggs 

Fruits  k  vegetables 
B eve races 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 
Clothing 
Rent 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 
Gas  A  electricity 
Other  fuels  h  ice 
H  ou  s  e  f  u  rn  i  sh  in  g  s 

V.5 

Miscellaneous 


186*6 

109.0 


184*  3 
109.0 


156*5 


166,/, 


101 0  2 
103,0 


Apr.  IV ' 

191+7  ! 

Mar.  Ip 

191+7  . 

1  +» 

:ts” 

*— 1 

vr,« 

tag.  15 

191+5 

Jan.  1 

19L1 

Aug.  15 

1939 

Group 

Phis  j 

Month  1 

 L 

1jc3.  O  t 

Month 

. 

Year 

Ago 

. 

V-J 

Wage 

Base 

Date* 

Mon  th 
Before 

War  in 
Europe 

i 

Indexes  1935 

-39  K  100 

,0 

ALL  ITEMS 

156.1 

136.3 

13ia 

129a 

100 .8 

98.6 

All  foods 

+  138.0 

169.5 

ii+1.7 

Ii+O.9 

97.6. 

93.5 

Cereal 

s  &  bakery'  products 

153-1+ 

11+8*  1 

113.3 

109  a 

96.8 

93  ■■■  4 

Meats 

202.6 

207.6 

132,8 

131,8 

99.2 

95*7 

Dairy 

products 

178.9 

187  e  5 

137-1+ 

■  133 ®6 

106.2 

93  ■  1 

Eggs 

176 . 3 

17497 

I37.7 

171.6 

IO4.06 

90  e  7 

F ruits 

Sc  vegetables 

200.1; 

199  c  6 

185 .9 

183.5 

91*8 

92.1+ 

Beverages 

169.5 

186  >  9 

125.1 

126.7 

90*6 

96*  3 

Fats  Sc 

oils 

227.3 

219.1 

1  p4  -> 

12l-o  0 

30  0  2 

8b  <*  ’  / 

Sugar 

&  sweets 

I79.3 

178.6 

135.3 

126,6 

95*0 

95.0 

100  o  3 


loij 


i-»3 


118. 6 

117*6 

110.ii 

ui.6 

100  08 

97*5 

92*5 

92 . 2 

92.6 

95 « 2 

97*5 

99.0 

Lu.3.7 

11+2.5 

127.8 

127.2 

106*  0 

‘96,3 

182  a  4 

162.3 

152.0 

160  0  0 

100,2 

100,6 

139.1 

138,2 

126,7 

126.5 

101.8 

100*6 

Percent  Changes  to 

April  15, 

191+7 

■•a.- 

-oa 

19a 

20,7 

51+.9 

53.3 

— 

-0.6 

32.7 

35.1+ 

92  c  6 

101a 

3 . 6 

35.6 

60  =  6 

61.8 

66*2 

- 

-2.6 

r  p  2 

53*7 

106.2 

111.7 

.a 

"6»6 

30.2 

36  a 

68,5 

92.2 

tm 

0.9 

28  »0 

2o9 

68  k 

91).  1+ 

0,-4 

7.6 

0  p 

118,3 

116.9 

- 

1.1+ 

5I.-5 

52.0 

109.2 

99-7 

- 

6,0 

80.7. 

83  c  7 

186.0 

169*6 

- 

0.6 

32,6 

6 1 . 6 

08*7 

67.6  . 

- 

0.2 

19*5 

26a 

82.6 

86 .0 

- 

0 

- 

" 

3.8 

6c  5 

O  '7 

i 

7,2 

6c  3 

17*5 

21.6 

V  ** 

0,3 

—  0«  1 

-  2.8 

-  >i 

-  6,6 

0,3 

12,6 

13.0 

30.2 

1+9-9 

oa 

20.0 

21+.9 

82.0 

81.3 

0,7 

9*8 

11.7 

36  *6 

38*5- 

*S ae  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  page  3, 
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TABLE  2  - 


CONSUMERS  ‘  PRICE 
S  AMD  PE  RJr! 


index  for  Large 


1 


CLAMRSS  iO 


{'  V>  5  VT*  T 
\  X  l.i 


FUIi  SPECIFIED  DaI'ES  „  BY  CITI 


CITIES* 
IS  Sir/ 


p  r* 
j :  j  o 


City 


kMBRhO.}  ■ 

fialti-ore,  Md* 
Birmingham*  A":. a, 
3 or  bon 5  .via ss <, 
Buiit:  lo .  Nc  F,, 
up io ago.  Ill, 


Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cievo  j_ar’df  Ohio 
pen v&r*  Oolp, 

A. 


De  t  r  o .. 
Rous  to 


:  a  f 


u  j  Ml  c  h  • 


Los  Angelos ,,  Cal.il, 
Minn  ea p 0  i  i.  0  s  M i ; m , 
New  York,  Fe  Ye  . 

Ph  i -1  ado  3. ph i a  ,  Pa  0 

Pittsburgh,  pa, 

St.  Louis,  Mo, 

San  Francis  cop  Cn  1  if , 
Savannah,  Ga . 

S  o  a  1 1 1  e  j  Via  s  h  » 
Washington,  D,  C, 


In  do:  .  ' 

!  1935-59  - 

1  ■'  m  0 

u  -.-  e 

1 

Pe  r  oeiT 

j 

Apr,  15, 

1947 

I  Mar.  In 
j  1947  • 

This 

Month 

i  T- -t  ! 

Month 

!  1 

156^  1 

7 - - - (• 

551  j 

j  159 08 

1 

0.1 

161,4 

•“Q«4 

I  l49o 

-0.7 

0.1 

1  — 9 ..  * 

"•J  *  L 1. 

•  j 

157.0 

1 

w 

199*2 

0 

135  06 

0,5 

*56  c  5 

0 

158.6 

' 

ud  i 

- 

151 ,0 

oa 

15794 

0  5  j 

151.3 

-0.2  1 

156,6 

--'V  u 

VJ  ,  P  j 

ic  >)  l 

J'--4  ^ 

-0*8 

15.9 » 0 

-0. 1 

155,0  | 

-0.6 

16.-4  i 

O87 

160 . 1 

-0,3 

159,0 

-  0  •  5‘ 

134,8 

oa 

1947  from 


Apr.  lfp 

1 


xear 

Ago 

1-9  e  1 

19.8 

20.8 
1? ,  9 
18, 9 

19.8 

<-  JoO 

20,0 
20  *  2 
1? .  1 
23S 

17  a 
18,0 

ly  *  0 

17*2 

18.9 

80.6 

20,0 

20  oil 

1  o  2 

J.  y  t,  ^ 

l8o  i 
I  «•  0 


•f- 

» 

« 

I 


Aug »  15 

Jan,  1 

i  Aug.  11 

1945 

.j .  194  _ 

1939 

Month 

V-J 

-rrj'  . 

1'’.  2I 

Before 

Base 

War  In 

Date  * 

Europe 

20  e  7 

54*9 

58*3 

20,5 

56.7 

61.9 

20,6 

56,9 

63  a  9 

i.’  *  l 

50,7 

53*8 

20,1 

52a 

57*3 

O  ~  r  y 

A-  J.  c  / 

53-3 

57  06 

2  a  4  * 

6/  .0 

61,4 

20  0 

56.1 

59*2 

2  J-  0  6 

55*6 

57*3 

1C )  7. 

55*0 

58*9 

2  L « 5 

'55*5 

57*5 

10  0  3 

53*5  , 

53*1 

20.2 

53  *6 

56.6 

c.xe  1 

48  06 

31*8 

20. S 

55<>o 

58.2 

20.6 

1 

36*0 

58*3 

l 

22c  1  | 

57«1 

6i06 

21,6 

539 

58  »o 

21.8 

58»5 

62,5 

20a 

A  m;  a 
^  y  *  0 

67*3 

19.6 

55,7 

58*5 

p  0  1 

1 

‘55»o  • 

57  *  0 
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Table  3  -  consumers  »  PRICE  index  for  large  cities* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES,  aPRIL  15,  1977 

(1935-39  =  100.0) 


City 

i 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

Rent 

Fuel, 

Elects  &  Ice 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

■  All 
Items 

Food 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Othe  r 
Fuels 

A  Ice 

House 

Idrm  sh- 

ings 

AVERAGE 

156.1 

188.0 

187.6 

109.0 

118. 7 

92.5 

163»7 

182.7 

139.1 

Atlanta,  Ga, 

- 

197*6 

• 

— 

128.5 

78.3 

177.6 

- 

- 

Baltimore,  McL 

159-8 

197.7 

I85.5 

- 

127.2 

112,3 

139-3 

187.1 

137.8 

B i rm ingh am ,  Ala. 

161.7. 

198.8 

160o7 

127,8 

120. .5 

79.6 

151,2 

171.0 

13bo  1 

Boston,  Mass, 

11*9.3 

176.3 

172.1 

- 

130.0 

105.7 

1U3.3 

176.9 

137 .0 

Buffalo,  L  Y* 

155.1* 

I79.2 

188.0 

- 

119.5 

97.9 

171.7 

188*5 

177.7 

Chica&o,  Ill, 

■155*6 

188.6 

181.0 

- 

111.7 

83.5 

170  0 

177.2 

I36.0 

C inc inna ti ,  Ohi 0 

157*0 

180.9 

181  el 

— 

116.2 

90,8 

170.7 

178.5 

I40 . 0 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

159.2 

195.0 

182.7 

115.9 

122.3 

101+.9 

139.0 

169.7 

138,8 

Denver,  Coloc 

155.6 

192.1+ 

180. 7 

- 

98.9 

68.5 

133.9 

200a 

136.5 

Detroit,  Micho 

156.3 

182,7 

181. 7 

- 

121.6 

87a 

150.0 

185,8 

16.9.9 

Houston,  Texas 

158.6 

199.2 

188.0 

110.7 

97.3 

81*9 

127.8 

186  ,.6 

139.6 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

- 

187 .9 

- 

- 

123.1 

86.6 

177°  5 

- 

- 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

- 

199.7 

— 

* 

129*9 

92,8 

162.1 

- 

- 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

151.0 

182.7 

170.2 

- 

121.2 

91.2 

178  *  5 

169  a 

137.6 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

157.7 

195.7 

179.2 

- 

96-5 

89.3 

119.3 

181. 3 

138.2 

Manchester,  N,  H. 

- 

187c  0 

- 

- 

132.7 

97o 

151.8 

- 

- 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

- 

207.6 

- 

- 

113.8 

77.0 

136.2 

- 

- 

Mi Lwaukee ,  Wise. 

- 

185.7 

- 

- 

119.0 

93  *3 

136,6 

— 

— 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

151  =  3 

179.6 

186 . 8 

— 

112.7 

78.9 

136.8 

176.1 

136.6 

Mobile,  Ala. 

- 

2-01 06 

- 

- 

117.5 

87.0 

163-9 

- 

- 

New  Orleans,  La. 

- 

207.0 

- 

- 

102.9 

75a 

132.8 

- 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

15606 

I87. 3 

198.7 

- 

117.3 

96.5 

152.5 

175.8 

170,9 

N 0 rf oik,  Va . 

- 

200,5 

- 

_ 

125.3 

914.9 

169.3 

- 

- 

Philadelphia,  Pa* 

157.8 

181. 9 

181.0 

125.2 

97.8 

176  0  0 

180.0 

137.6 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

159.0 

189.9 

210.6 

108.5 

120,7 

103.2 

150a 

182.9 

136.8 

Portland,  Maine 

- 

181.7 

- 

106.1 

128.7 

95.5 

166.7 

- 

- 

Portland,  Oreg. 

- 

201o7 

- 

113.9 

122,0 

88.7 

167.0 

- 

- 

Richmond,  Va. 

- 

188o3 

- 

- 

116.7 

96.7 

128.9 

- 

- 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

155.0 

195 . 2 

177,8 

- 

118.0 

97.2 

136c7 

155.5 

132.9 

Sun  Francisco,  Calif. 

161.U 

201.7 

180.0 

- 

82.5 

72.7 

116.7 

151.8 

178.6 

Savannah,  Ga, 

166.  l 

208  c  9 

176.5 

— 

1280  0 

91.2 

169.7 

193.9 

173  oO 

Scranton,  Pa. 

- 

188.0 

- 

- 

128.1 

91.8 

150.3 

- 

- 

Seattle,  Wash. 

159.0 

196.7 

176.3 

- 

112.1 

85.8 

137. 0 

183.6 

163.0 

Washington,  D.  C. 

151*.  8 

189.7 

202.8 

121.0 

96-6 

138.7 

187.9 

171.7 

*See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  page  3 


TABLE  h  -  COKSUlviEKS 1  PRICE  INDEX  FOB  LARGE:  CITI 

percent  changes  by  groups,  by  cities 

FROM  MARCH  15  TO  APRIL  15,  194? 
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City 

1 

Rent 

| Fuel, 

Elect, 

<3c  1  c  0 

House- 

furnish- 

ings 

Miscel- 

laneou. 

All 

Items 

1 

Food  1 

! 

Cloth¬ 

ing 

!  Gas  & 

Total;  Elect- 
1 ricitv 

0  ther 
Fuels 

’  &  Ice 

AV'E  JAGS 

-0,1 

-0,8 

0*2 

0 

0,7 

0,3 

oa  _ 

oa 

o*7 

Atlanta,  Ga, 

- 

0  --  i 

-2.7  | 

0 

0 

0 

A 

l>  &  -i.  *t  iTIi  0  r*  0  ^  .1 1  cl » 

0,1 

-0.8 

-oa 

- 

6.0 

16.4 

oa 

0.7 

0.8 

Birmingham,  Ala , 

-0,4 

-2.0 

0.7 

1/ 

1.8 

0 

0 

0 

-0 « 8 

ia 

Boston,  Mass* 

-0.7 

-2a 

-0 , 3 

- 

2,4 

0,8 

2,9 

0.7 

o,6 

dUI  iaiO|  i-j?  it 

oa 

-oa 

0.4 

0 

0 

0 

-o©7 

0,7 

Chicago,  Ill, 

-0.4 

-1.2 

-O08 

- 

:  0.6 

0 

1,0 

0.5 

1,0 

Cincinnati,  Oh i 0 

0 

-i.  3 

2.5 

- 

0,9 

0 

1.4 

1.6 

0,6 

Clove  land,  Ohio 

0 

-oa 

0*2 

/ 

1/ 

-0.2 

0 

0 

0 

-1.0 

0.6 

Denver,  Colo, 

0.5 

oa 

-i  *  *  p 

- 

■  0 

0 

0 

oa 

1.3 

Detroit,  Mich, 

0 

-0.2 

-0.3 

]_/ 

•V 

- 

|  -0.2 

-0.6 

0 

0.1 

oa 

Houston,  Texas 

1.0 

1.5 

1.4 

-oa 

0 

0 

0 

0,2 

0,9 

Indianapolis,  Ind© 

<■» 

oa 

- 

rm 

0 

0 

0 

- 

- 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

- 

0.5 

«► 

mm 

0 

0 

0 

Kansas  Citv,  Mo, 

oa. 

0,2 

-oa 

- 

0 

0 

0 

0.2 

0.4 

Los  Angelos ,  Calif. 

oa 

oa 

0*4 

0 

0 

0 

oa 

0.7 

Manchester,  N«  H. 

-lop 

- 

- 

3.1 

0.9 

3o8 

- 

Memph i s ,  Tenn • 

** 

-0.2 

- 

- 

0 

0 

0 

mm 

.. 

Milwaukee ,  Wise® 

-0.8 

- 

- 

-oa 

-0,3 

0 

- 

- 

Minn eapolis.  Mi nn , 

-0,9 

oa 

mrn 

oa 

0 

oa 

0.6 

0.3 

Mobile,  Ala,  • 

- 

1,0 

- 

- 

0 

-0.1 

0 

mm 

N  ew  0  r 1 e an s ,  La  © 

mm 

-Ool 

- 

- 

0 

0 

0 

mm 

m * 

New  York,  N,  Y . 

-0,5 

-1,2 

oa 

- 

0o2 

0 

0.4 

-1,0 

0,3 

Norfolk,  Va, 

- 

0.4 

- 

- 

0 

0 

0 

- 

_ 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

-0.8 

-2  a 

oa 

tm 

0 

0 

0 

oa 

0.7 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

-Ool 

—i.i 

-0.3 

2/ 

1 

0,6 

0.5 

-oa 

1a 

0,4 

1.0 

Portland,  Maine 

- 

-1,8 

- 

p/ 

-0.2  . 

2  *6 

0.2 

3.U 

- 

- 

Portland,  Qreg0 

mm 

'1.7 

- 

2/ 

-0.3 

0 

0 

-oa 

Richmond,  Va, 

- 

-0,3 

- 

- 

0 

0 

0 

- 

_ 

St.  Louis,  Moe 

-0.5 

-1.9 

oa 

- 

3.1 

0 

3*3 

0,-2 

0.6 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

0.7 

ia 

0.6 

0 

0 

0 

-oa 

0.4 

Savannah,  Ga. 

-0.3 

-2.0 

a,4 

4*9 

0 

6.6 

-oa 

1.9 

Scranton,  Pa, 

-0,5 

#• 

- 

-ia 

0 

-1.5 

~ 

Seattle,  Wash,. 

0c5 

1.1 

0,2 

- 

0,4 

0 

0.5 

0 

oa 

Wa shi ngt on ,  D ,  C , 

oa 

-0..5 

o©4 

0.4 

0 

0,6 

0.4 

0.6 

*See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  page  3. 
1/  Cliange  from  August  19 l.;6. 

2/  Change  from  September  1946*- 
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n.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
bureau  of  labor  Statistic* 
Washington  21jb  D«,  CB 


i  or  Tl 


JUL  i  1947 


CONSUMERS 5  PRICE  BTDEX  -  ijvfct-  15,  19*17 
Consumers  f  Prices  Doc  lined  Slightly  Between  April  15  and  May  1; 


T;io  complete  index  showing  the  change 
between  mid- April  and  rrJd-May  for  ail  large  c.ltio 
combined  is  given  in  this  reports  Preliminary 
i gar So  were  release  on  June  17 «. 


— , 


L™ 


— * 


Retail  prices  cf  consumers 1  goods  and  services  were  practically  unehavee 
in  large  cities  between  mid- April  and  mid-May  according  to  tne  Bureau  of  .Labor 
uta-, sties ^ of  the  TI.S.  Department  of  Labor.  Prices  for  all  major  groups  of  items 
?a&1J-y  budfGt»  except  rente,  declined  slightly,  0*2  percent.  Food  prices 
aocreasv'i  0«2 ^percent;  residential  rent?  were  estimated  to  have  risen  0,2  Percent: 
aii^  other  living  essentials  declined  0.3  percent  ~  the  first  drop  for  tb  i'~  r-0-;  r/ 

oi  items  since  June  19-42 r  °  1 

The  consumers5  price  index  for  May  15,.  19h7  was  I55.8  (19 ‘>5- 39  a  100 )  as 
comparer  with  in  laid-March.  In  mid -May,  workers »  families  in"  large  cities' 


were  paying  over  ICO  Percent  mere  for  food  than  in  August 


<  •'! 


>0  and  04  and  c. 


clothing  and  iious  ^furnishings  y  respectively.  Prices  for  mis  cel- 


percent  more  for 

lane ou. 3  goods  ana  services  in  May  1947  were  38  percent  above  pre-war  levels, 

4.  $0  idei.tial  rents  were  up  percent,  and  gas  and  eiectrieitv  mjces  were  6 . 7 
percent  below  August  1959  prices. 

.  Retail  food  prices  xii  large  cities  decreased  slightly,  0*?  percent 

between  mid -May  and  mid-April*  Prices  for  fats  and  oils  dropped  if  re-cert  -.s 
most  items  in  this  group  went  down  and  lard  prices  foil  26  percent,  ' Dairi  products 
t  9^1  v,.cod^  ^.I.ighv-Vv  ffioru  tii an  ii  percent  on  the  average,  witn  cheese  and  butter 

declining  5  ana  4  cents  per  pound,  respectively.  Fresh  fruit  and  vegetable  prices 
rose  4«4  parent  as  a  group.  Cabbage  (up  hi;  percent),  lettuce  yap  29  percent), 
ana  onions ^ up  I4  percent)  rose  more  than  usual  at  this  season;  green  beans  (down 

/  percent;  and  spinach  <, down  11  percent)  dropped  more  then  they  ordinarily  do  rt 
this  time  of  the  year.  ' 


.  Clothing  prices  declined  fractionally  between  April  Ip  and  May  15.  Slijrhtl 

o™°r  ?f106?  IOr  mGn‘s  work  ol°  -hing,  shorts,  and  undershirts,  and  women’s  hose 
a._d  cotton  cresses  more  than  offset  higher  prices  of  shoes  for  all  members  of  the 

;4fA .  he  cfthlas  index  oa  x-w  y,  1947  wu#  m.k  (1935-59  «  100),  ism 

percent  higher  tnan  a  year  ago* 

Lower  Prices  fer  living  rooo  furniture,  mattresses,  rugs,  radios,  sheets, 

'p  T  .rGT,E1'w  (^5°  ’  d‘4 2  con  or  A out  ers  to  the  decrease  of  0.4  percent  in  the  house- 
irmsn  ng  index  between  mid-April  and  mid-May,  and  more  than  offset  slightly  higher 
px lees  1  or  refrigerators,  vacuum  cleaners,  and  washing  machines. 

LS  47-3000 


’Vw  ■  I 


Fuel,  electricity  and  ice  prices  dropped  0.7  percent  on  the  average 
between  mid-April  and  mid -May.  Gap  arid  electricity  costs  declined  0.1  percent 
as  the  usual  seasonal  decrease  in  Mew  York  City  gas  rates  was  reflected  in  .May 
bills.  Retail  prices  for  other  fuels  and  ice  decreased  1.0  percent  wrich  large- 
seasonal  drops  in  the  price  of  anthracite  in  10  cities  more  than  offsetting  higher 
prices  for  ice* 


Miscellaneous  goods  and  s 
month.  Lower  prices  were  reported 
Trie  price  of  motion  picture  admissions 


errices  prices  declined  0*5  percent  during  the 
for  laundry  -and  toilet  soaps  in  all  cities, 
decreased  in  New  York  and  Houston;  cigarettes 


cost  slightly  less  in  May  than  in  April  in  New  York 
were,  however,  reported  for  streetcar  and  has  fares 
cities.  Gasoline  prices  decreased  in  Los  Angeles, 
increased  in  other  large  cities 


and  Buffalo, 
and  newspapers 
San  Francisco. 


Higher  prices 
in  a  few . 
and  Chicago  but 


It  is  estimated  that  residential  rents  increased  slightly  between  mid- 
April  and  mid-May,  and  bring  the  rent  index  for  all  large  citiies  combined  to  109.2 

(1935-39  =  100). 
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general  explanation 

The  "consumers 1  price  index  for  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities 
formerly  known  as  the  "cost  of  living  index, "  measures  average  changes  in  retail 
prices  of  selected  goods,  rents,  and  services,  weighted  by  quantities  bought  by 
families  of  wage  earners  and  moderate -income  workers  in  large  cities  in  1 9 34“  36* 
The  items  priced  for  the  index  constituted  about  JO  percent  of  the  expenditures  of 
city  families  whose  income  averaged  $1521;  in  1934”36* 

The  indexes  are  based  on  time-to-time  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  and 
services  purchased  by  moderate-income  families  in  large  cities.  They  do  not  in¬ 
dicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another. 

Data  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  January  I9I+I 
in  Tables  1  and  2,  which  have  been  estimated  for  January  1, 

Wage  Base  Date a  January  1,  194-1  is  the  base  date  for  determining  allow¬ 
able  "cost  of  living"  wage  increases  under  the  "Little  Stool"  formula  and  under 
the  wage-price  policy  of  February  1946.  January  1,  194-1  indexes  in  Tables  1  and  2 
have  do on  estimated  by  assuming  an  oven  rate  of  change  from  December  15,  1940  to 
the  next  pricing  period. 


Food  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  four  day 
of  the  week  which  includes  the  fifteenth  of  the  month •  Aggregate  costs  of  food  in 
each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  f ami lb  s  of  wage  earners  and 
mo derate -income  workers,  have  boon  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  u£ 
population  weights.  In  March  1943  the 
was  increased  from  FI  to  F6 .  and  the  ne 


oooas  ana 


01 


F rices  of  clothing,  housefurnishin 
services  ar e  obtained  -I- hr g e  c  i  t  i e s’ 

.In  intervening  months,  prices  are  collected  in  21  of  the  34"  cities  for 
list  of  goods  and'  services. 


.mo  * 

or  of  ci 

or 

of 

food 

hings. 

-  and 

in 

Mar 

ch. 

;od 

in 

2 1  0 

a  shorter 


p'-s*  4 

Muy  15,  1947 

TABLE 


1  -  CONSUMERS* *  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE- INCOME  FAMILIES  FOR 
LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED**-  FOR  SPEC  IF  7  ED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Group 


ALL  ITEMS 
Ail  foods 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

Meats 

Dairy  products 

Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 
Clothing 
Rent 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 
Gas  A  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
Hou  sefurnis h i ng  s 
Miscellaneous 


ALL  ITEMS 
All  foods 

•  Cereal  &  bakery  products 
Meat  s 

Dairy  products 
Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 


Rent 

Fuel s  ele c tr ic ity  &  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  Duals  &  ice 
Hou  s  e  fur  n i sh ings 
M  i  s  c  e  1  Ian  ecus 


May 

1947 

Apr  .  15. 

1947 

May  15. 
Itijib 

Aug,  15, 

1945 

Jan*  1 

1941 

nUg,  15, 

1939 

Th  i  s 
Month 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

V-J 

Wage 

Base 

Da  to* 

Month 

Before 

W»r  in 
Europe 

Inderos  1935” 

39  -  100, 

0 

155*8 

156.1 

151*7 

129.3 

100,8 

98.6 

3.07.6 

138.0 

142.6 

140.9  . 

■  97.6 

93*5 

154*2 

133*4 

115*2 

109,1 

94.3 

93.4 

203,9 

202.6 

133*5 

131*8 

99  *  2 

95*7 

171.5 

178*9 

138.6 

r*M- 

106*2 

93*1 

178.9 

176*3 

140.3 

171,4 

104,6 

90./ 

207,0 

200,4 

185.7 

183.5 

91.8 

92.4 

I88.9 

189.5 

125*4 

124*7 

90,6 

94.9 

200*5 

227.8 

120.1 

124.0 

80o2 

84.5 

179.3 

179.3 

135  *9 

126o6 

95*0 

95*6 

184*4 

184*6 

155*7 

146  *4 

101.2 

100,3 

109*2 

109,0 

-  - 

105.0 

104.3 

117*6 

118.4 

iloc5 

111.4 

100,8 

97*5 

92*4 

92*5 

92.2 

95*2 

97*5 

99.0 

142.2 

143. 7 

127.8 

127  0  2 

104.0 

96.3 

161.6 

162*4 

153-7 

146.0 

100,2 

100.6 

138*7 

139,1 

127*2 

124  *  3 

101,8 

100,4 

percent  Chang 

es  to  May 

15.  1947 

- 

-0,2 

18*3 

20.5 

54  *  6 

53,0 

-0.2 

31*6 

33*1 

92,2 

100.6 

- 

0,5 

.  33*9 

41.3 

62.7 

65.  l 

**> 

0,6 

52,7 

54.7 

105,5 

113*1 

*4.3 

'7 

28.6 

61.5 

84*2 

- 

1.5 

27*5 

4*4 

71*0 

97,2 

- 

3*3 

11.5 

12.8 

125*5 

134.0 

- 

-0,3 

50 .6 

51.5 

108. 5 

99*1 

-12,0 

59*0 

61,7 

150.0 

1370 

0 

31.9 

41*6 

86.  7 

87.6 

- 

-0.1 

I8.4 

26,0' 

82.2 

83.8 

- 

0.2 

- 

*»• 

4«o 

4*7 

~ 

-0,7 

/  / 
0.0 

5*6 

16.7 

20.6 

- 

-Col 

0.2 

-  2*9 

-  5*2 

-  6.7 

— 

-1.0 

11*3 

11.8 

36.7 

47.7 

—0*4 

18*2 

24*4 

81,2  . 

80,5 

- 

-0.3 

9*0 

11.4 

36.2 

38.1 

*See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  page  3, 


TABLE  2  -  CONSUMERS 1  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 


Page  5 

May  15,  191+7 


may  indexes  and  percent 


changes  to  may  15,  19I+7 

I OR  SPECIFIED  LACES,  BY  CITIES 


City 


AVERAGE 

Baltimore,  Mde 
B irmi  nghaia,  Ala c 
Eos  tori.  Mass. 

Buffalo ,  lu  Y, 
Chicago,  Ill.. 

C in  c i nna  t i ,  Ohio 
C  ie  ve  1  and  ,  Oh  i  o 
Denver,  Co-l-o. 
Detroit,  M oh » 
Houston,  Ten., 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 
Minne ap o 1 i s ,  M inn . 

K gw  York.;  N.  Yo 
Philadelphia,  Pa, 

Pitt sbu 2-gh  ,  Pi. „ 

St,  Louis,  Mo. 

San  Fr ancisco ,  C al i f . 
Savannah,  Ga. 

Seattle,  Wash, 

Wa s  h  in, a  to  n ,  D .  Co 


Indexes 

>35-39  ■ 

_  100,0 


in  x ; 


159  < 


ICE 


.s: 


1C  l 
16' 


i-ercenu  change  to 


May  15  p  1947  from 


15, 

Apr,  ip. 

1  May  15 * 

|  Aug.  15, 

I  Jan.  1  Aug.  15; 

tf 

1947 

i9i+6 

1  19+5 

1  I9I+I 

1939 

, 

r . ■ 

i  — 

Month 

s 

Last 

Year 

V-J 

Wage 

Befo re 

th 

Month 

Ago 

i 

1 

r 

Base 

!  War  in 

j 

Date* 

I  Europe 

.8 

|  -0 .  ? 

i  +8,3 

20. 5 

t 

1  r-‘  - 

|  54  a  O 

58.0 

0  0 

j  -0,2 

19.3 

58  a 

6l  6 

a 

!  -0.8 

19.0 

19  06 

57  96 

62.5 

.5 

-0.5 

17-»2 

ioa 

19.8 

52,9 

• 

0.5 

18,3 

20,6 

53c2 

i  53,5 

,6 

0.6 

20  0  i+ 

22.1+ 

51. 7 

58.7 

1 

-4 

-0.4 

1S.1 

23  oO 

57,0 

60,7 

•9 

-0.2 

13  06 

20*3 

55  08 

58=9 

O 

*| 

~oa 

19.5 

21  a  8 

55.5 

37*7 

0 

16 .1+ 

19..5-  ■ 

5a  0 

58.9 

.6 . 

0 1  ("> 

- ...  v.. 

22  06 

23*7 

51.5 

30 1 5 

.a  ! 

— 0 1!+ 

16.6 

17,9 

52.8 

52.5 

•6 

0,1 

1 7  x 

0 

20,3 

5  5*8 

56.8 

.2 

—  0  H  1  | 

18,6 

21.  i 

■  40.5 

51.7 

a 

-Qe3  ! 

15*6 

19  0  5 

53.8 

56.9 

.0 

0.1 

I 

18,3 

20.7 

56.2 

58.5 

•7  i 

o,i+  j 

20,8  j 

22,7 

57*8 

62.3 

.  b  * 

L 

i 

-0=5 

-on 

19.2 

21.2 

53a 

57*5 

( 

19  «  2 

21.3 

57.9 

61,8 

9  4 

-  0 ..  it 

16,8 

19*6 

63c  1 

60  *6 

>  3 

i 

-0.1+ 

17.0 

19  a 

55a  ! 

57.8 

*5  | 

-0,2 

17.6 

19.9 

51-7  | 

56.7 

♦See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  page  5, 
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May  15,  1947 


"ABLE  3  -  -C0iiHJMF.R3 *  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES,  MAY  15,  1967 

[ Indexes  .1935-39  ~  I00„Q) 


/'!  ifv 

s,  •*  >.•  J 


Allar't  a,  G  .  , 
fault  imore 
BlrjTi.ii 


!  All 

,  I  tains 


!  155.6 


,  Mda 
Arm,  Ale 


Bos tor,  Lass a 
Buffalo t  N.Y,  ! 

Chicago y  Ill. 

I 

Cincinnati,  On:  0  j 

Cleveland,  Ohio  j 

Denver,  Colo*  i 

Dotroit:,  Mich, 
Houston,  Texas 
Ind ia n ap oils,  Ind ,  | 

Jacks cnvl  lie  j  F la* 
Ivans  as  C 1  by  /  Me  » 
i,o S  Argo io  s  p  Cal  ii‘ * 
Manchester ,  DM  H. 
Memphis ,  Tenn. 

M i lw ankwe ,  Wis  c , 

• 

Minneapolis,  Minn « 
Motile,  Air  * 

N  ew  Or 1 can  s .  la „ 

Now  York,  14  Y* 
Norfolk,  I,,- 
Phi Lade ip a ia.  Pa* 

Pittsburgh,  -pa, 
Portland,  Me* 
Portland,  *Oreg* 
Richmond,  Yu, 

3n%  Leu  is ,  Mo, 


!  Fuel,  Elect. 


} Cloth- 


Food 


mg 


;  r(  r 
L  >  .>  n  - 


196.0 

180*7! 


1  ru 


170 .4 

178*9 


15  u  2 


San  Francis^ 


1X54.5 
LA!  160  «  7 


138c li 
201,6! 
136.61 


175.0 
197.0 
201ol 
131; .. 3 
198*8 
183.4 


196*2  i 


130,2 


i 


Savannah,  5 a. 
boranton^  pa « 
Seattle,  W-aJshj, 
Washington,  D,-.  C 


-16  5.  4 


1153« 3 
1 156*  5 


192.5.  -  21-1 0F5 

130*3 
200*3-  -  I 

186*31  > 

19X41 ' 177.-5 1 
195.9  179.6! 


£08.2 
13°. a! 
193.9 
137.8; 


173.0 j 

-  i 

176.4! 

202*3! 


18746!  136*4 ! 

I 

190.3! 

19 A. 5-  183.0 
195*8  180.7 1 

175*6  171*2! 
182. 5}  186,8' 

190,6}  182*9 ! 

! 

137,9!  150*6  j 
183*1 j 
lai . 1 i 
181.4 j 

197  *ii  137.. a 

lur'#i!  - 


9*  ,n  -  x-«o_-u— —1- 

Gas  & 

~  TOier" 

House- 

Miccel- 

Rent 

Total 

Elect- 

j  Facia 

furnish- 

laneous 

r: city 

5c  Ice 

ings 

«• 

109  ,.2 

— 

117,6 

92.1+ 

P 

i  A  1,0  0 

1  jh  e  d 

181.6 

135.7 

108*2 

128.5 

78.3 

!  176*6 

— 

*+• 

- 

124,6 

112.6 

i  136*5 

162,8 

137  *6 

- 

120*5 

79*6 

181.2 

I1 68. ,2 

135*6 

tm 

127*5 

105.5 

139*6 

176*3 

136*3 

115-4] 

'  117.8 

91+.9 

130,? 

189.0 

143.9 

116.4 

.  111.6 

83-5 

1  161  *  1 

172.8 

136.9 

116*2 

90.8 

f  n  , 

t  14O06 

1  /  /  r*  5  • 

139*2 

- 

12285 

10!+.  9 

139.0 

169,3 

1 58  „  5 

IIGjS 

99*5 

68e5 

f  135a 

200*6 

136.6 

«*■ 

7^0 

+>  C 

63,8 

151.4 

186.7 

14.9. 7 

94*  j 

81*9 

127,3 

163*  1 

139*1 

** 

123.1 

86  ,-6 

144.5 

— 

«» 

12945 

92-43 

!  162.1 

um 

j.  2 1 0  2 

91 0  2 

148.5 

170  *6 

137*6 

... 

96 « 5 

89 * 3 

119*7 

169*3 

179,1 

-  -  >  J  *  .✓ 

_  w 

131-5 

96-6 

- 

- 

«jr  | 

i  1 3*>  8 

ll*o 

154.2 

•» 

M* 

** 

J 

121*0 

93  *3 

64.0«0 

- 

*  i 

"*  1 

116*5 

■7  a,  -9 

■  137.7 

175.8 

136.7 

1 

« 

1 

117,5 

66^.1 

145.9 

{ 

*  { 

102*9 

75.1 

132*3 

~ 

- 

-  ! 

115 .6 

96.9 

I48,  +8 

175.6 

159,4 

109,35 

125*3 

91+.9 

169  0  3 

- 

- 

_  I 

i 

122,6 

97.-6 

X+  »  e. 

179*7 

137*2 

i 

** 

| 

I 

120.7 

103.3  , 

130.7 

181*7 

136.2 

~  | 

127,5 1 

95*7  ! 

11+3.1 

- 

*«» 

**  i 

122,7 

89.7 

l63o0 

- 

- 

•-  i 

-  116*7 

96,7 1 

128*9 

- 

- 

•»  | 

113,  C 

97,2 1 

136*6 

156*5 

133*0 

i 

-  ! 

i 

82,5 

72.7  1 

1  ■  j  | 

116.6 

155*2 

143.4 

i 

-  | 

128o 0i 

» 

91--2 

149.7 

190*6 

162*2 

j 

126*7 

91.6  | 

L.  j.8 « 0 

- 

-  i 

112.1 

85.8 

136*1 

183,2 

145.3 

! 

_ L 

113.1 

94*6 

133*9 

187.8 

-  -  1 

163*0 

*-See.  Gene; 


epliuiution- of  Tables  -on  page.  3* 


uBLE  4  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANCES  BY  GROUPS ,  BY  CITIES 
PROM  APRIL  15  TO  MAY  15,  191+7 


Pape  7  .. 

May  1^,  192+7 


City 


jn.  v  rjxi.rt.CE 

Atlanta,  Ga. 
Baltimore,  Md, 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Buffalo,  No  Yo 
Chicago,  Ill, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
C 1  e  vo  1  a  nd ,  Oh  i  o 
Denver,  Colo. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Texas 
Indi  anap  0 1  i  s ,  Ind . 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Kansas  City,  Mo* 
Los  Angeles,  Cel if, 
Manchester,  N.  H* 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

Mi  lwauke  e ,  Y/i  s  c , 


AH 

Items 


-0*2 


-0.2 

-0*3 

-0.5 

0.5 

0,6 

-OJ4 

~0.2 

-0,1 

0 

-C.6 


*0,4 

0.1 


Minne apolis,  M inn . 

-0.1 

Mobile,  Ala. 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Now  York,  N,  Y« 

-0.8 

Nor  folic,  Vo.. 

Philadelphia,  pa. 

0.1 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

0 .4 

Fort land ,  Ma i no 

Portland,  Or eg. 

Richmond,  Va. 

St.  Louis,  Mo* 

-0.3 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

-04 

Savannah,  Ga. 

-0.1+ 

Scranton,  Fa. 

Seattle,  Wash. 

-0  ,j| 

Washington,  D.  C. 

-0.2 

Food 

-0.2 

-2.2 

C.4 

-1*5 

-0.4 

1.8 

1.1 

-0.5 

-0.1+ 

-c.3 

0 

-1*1 
— 1  •  j 

-1.9  I 

-1.1 


-1*5 

0.6 

-0,3 

-2.3 

-1.4 

-1»  3 
-0 , 8 

0.8 

1.3 

-0.6 

-0.3 

-1.1 

-0.9 

-0.9 


■0.3 


0,6 

•1.3 

•0,8 


Cloth- 

F  ue  1 , 

Elect, 

&  Ice 

Rent 

j  Gas  & 

1  Other 

House- 

Miscel- 

ing 

Total 

Elect- 

j  Fuels 

furnish- 

lanoou, 

i 

P> 
-P  I 

t\ 

•H 

a 

&  Ice 

ings 

f 

-0,1 

0,2 

-0,7 

-0,1 

-1.0 

-0*4 

-0.3 

- 

1/0,5 

0 

0 

0 

mm 

mm 

-1  7 

-2.0 

0.1 

-5.4 

“0.7 

-0.3 

I  ' 0 

- 

0 

0 

0 

-1.6 

-04 

•»  0  l— 

I  U  ^ 

-1.9 

0.1 

-2.7 

-0.3 

-0.5 

— 0 ,6 
1.0 

2/0.2 

1/0,3 

-leip 

0.4 

0 

0 

“2.3 

0.6 

0*3 

-0*8 

-0,3 

0.2 

-0.3 

*•• 

0 

0 

0 

-0.6 

—0.6 

0.2 

0 

0 

0 

-0.2 

-0.2 

OrJj. 

1 2/  0 

0,6 

0 

0.9 

0.1 

0.1 

0 

l  » 

1 

0.5 

-0  ,i| 

0.9 

0.5 

-0,1 

-0.1 

!  _ 

t 

c 

0 

0 

— 1 .9 

-0.4 

- 

1 

!  - 

0 

0 

0 

- 

m0 

- 

1 

1 

>  - 

0 

0 

0 

-0.1 

- 

0 

fi  0 

0 

0.8 

-0.1 

i  -0.2 

_ 

0 

0 

0*3 

-1.2 

0.2 

mm 

mm 

-0.9 

0,1 

-1.3 

• 

_ 

— 

mm 

0 

0 

0 

mm 

m* 

1*7 

0 

2*5 

- 

•* 

-0.1 

- 

1.6 

0 

2.2 

-0.2 

0.1 

— 

- 

0 

0.1 

0 

mm 

- 

- 

0 

0 

0 

mm 

—0 . 1 

- 

-1J4 

-0,5 

-2.4 

0 

-1.1 

- 

y°a 

0 

0 

0 

mm 

-0*4 

-2.2 

0 

-3*3 

-0.2 

-0.3 

0.2 

- 

0 

0.1 

0 

-0,7 

-0,4 

mm 

mm 

-0.7 

0.2 

-1.1 

- 

- 

0.6 

1.5 

0 

mm 

_ 

- 

- 

0 

0 

0 

mm 

—0  e  2 

- 

0 

*  0 

0 

0.6 

0.1 

—0.2 

•• 

0 

0 

0 

0.9 

-0.1 

-Q.4 

mm 

0 

0 

0 

-1.7 

-0.6 

mm 

- 

-1.1 

0 

-1*5 

— 

•r* 

0.1 

mm 

0 

0 

0*1 

-0.1 

0.2 

0 

mrn 

-2  .if 

0 

-3*5 

-0,1 

1.1 

*3e„  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  page  3, 
1/  Change  from  September  19i|.6, 

2/  Change  from  August  1946. 
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f  I  U.S.  DEPARTMENT  0?  LABOR 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  Rothwell  - 

Washington  25 ,  D.  C* 


\ 

CONSUMERS’  PRICE  ’INDEX  -  JUNE  15,  192*7 

» 

Consumers 1  Prices  Rise  to  New  Peak  Between  May  15  and  June  15 

.  the  library  ^ OF  iHt 

The  complete  index  showing  the  change  } 
between  mid-May  and  mid- June  for  all  ift.lt) ^2  9' 9m/ 
cities  combined  is  given  in  this  report. 

Preliminary  figures  were  released  ofijHJjtly)1. S*; 9-U>{ 

.  ,  Retail  prices  of  living  essentials  purchased  by  moderate- income  families 

in  large  ernes  rose  0. 7  percent  between  mid-May  and  mid-June  according  to  the 
j.en  ^°f  Labor  utauastics  of  the  U  ♦  S*.  Department  of  Labor.  Prices  advanced  for 

a  J  groups  of  items  in  the  family  budget  except  rents  and  fuel,  electricity 

and  ice*  ‘  J 


The  consumers’  price  index  for  June  15,  192*7  was  157*1  (1955-59  -  100), 
compared ^ with  the  previous  all-time  peak  of  156,5  reached  in  mid-March  192*7*  Retail 
a r iceo  oi  living  essentials  ah  mid-June  wore  18  percent  higher  th 
and  59  percent  above  the  August  1959  level. 


m  a  year  ago. 


.  ,  Higher  prices  for  meats  and  a  2  percent  seasonal  rise  in  egg  prices  were 

mainly  responsible  for  the  increase  of  1*5  percent  in  the  family  food  bill  between 
2”1G  ^U-lAe  ~^c  Meats,  poultry  and  fish  as  a  group  advanced  more  than  6  percent 
UrinS  month,  On  June  15,  meats  in  all  cities  surveyed  were  retailing  at  higher 
average  prices  than  in  mid-May*  The  largest  increases  were  for  beef  and  veal,  up 
percent;  lamb,  8  percent;  and  pork,  5  percent.  These  increases  were  partially 
oil  set  by  a  drop  of  6  percent  in  average  prices  of  fats  and  oils  and  the  sharpest 
monthly  drop  in  coffee  prices  (down  1*  percent)  in  more  than  10  years.  Fruit  and 
vegetable  prices  declined  1  percent  during  the  month  with  slightly  lower  prices 
7°*  dm o s t  all  i unis ,  iresh,  canned,  and  dried*  Fractional  increases  were  reported 
m  p.  ices  for  cej.  uals  and  bakery  products  and  sugar  and  sweets*  Dairy  products  as 
a  group  remained  unchanged* 

apparel  px  ices  in  large  cities  rose  0,2*  percent  between  mid-May  and  mid- 
June . ^  Increased  prices  were  reported  for  men’s  summerweight  suits,  women’s  cotton 
p  dresses,  woman’s  underwear,  and  cotton  and  ray on  piece  goods  for  home  sewing, 

bricks  of  most  footwear,  especially  the  medium  grade  advanced  during  the  month. 

Nylon  and  rayon  hosiery  trices  dropped  in  practically  all  cities  in  June* 


.  o  Hjjpe  furnish  mgs  costs  advanced  0.1*  percent  during  the  month.  Higher 
pnceo  ior  t  household  durable  goods,  hard  surface  floor  coverings  and  medium 
quality  beoroom  arki  dining  room  suites,  more  than  offset  lower  prices  for  uphol¬ 
ds  tm  m  lvv room  suites ,  sofa  beds,  turkish  bath  towels ,  and  mattresses.  Mechan- 

.,a-oal  refriger'^-l-“-  -  1  ’  ■ 


and  washing  machines  increase 


m  price 


LS4S-437  * 


Prices  of  gas  and  electricity 
the  average,  with  reduced  rates  for  gas 
Higher  prices  for  fuel  oil  and  kerosene 
average  cost  of  other  fuels  and  ice  and 
mained  unchanged. 


for  domes  tic  use  declined  0,8  percent  on 
in  Kansas  City  and  electricity  in  St,  Louis, 
contributed  to  the  offsetting  rise  in  the 
luel,  electricity  and  ice  as  a  group  re~ 


Prices  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  averaged  0.1  percent  higher 
over  the  montn.  Costs  of  medical  care  continued  to  rise.  Hospital  rates  advanced 

'  J51  lbG>  and  hlgher  pricos  were  reported  for  prescriptions  and  some  of  the 
commonly  used  household  drugs.  Gasoline  and  motor  oil  prices  were  up  in  most 

thl"S6  increas6S  were  general  reductions  in  nrices  of 

t  .Tl  t  f  V*:  further  deoreasoc  in  laundry  and  toilet  soap  prices.  'Railroad 
i-,ros  wore  raised  in  one  section  of  the  country. 


It  is  estimated  from  the  sample  of  citiei 
dential  rents  are  at  the  same  level  as  in  May. 


surveyed  in  June,  that  resi- 
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CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX 


This  statement  on  the  Consumers'  price  Index  for  June  I9ltf  is  the  last 
one  to  De  issued  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  on  the  schedule  which  has  pre¬ 
vailed  since  1942.  Through  June  19i+7  the  national  index  was  based  upon  data  from 
>4  large  cities  quarterly  and  21  cities  monthly  on  all  commodities  other  than  food 
and  ren.sj  information  on  food  was  collected  monthly  from.  56  cities,  and  on  rents 
originally  quarterly  and  later  after  rent  controls  were  firmly  established,  semi¬ 
annually  m  the  34  large  cities  covered  by  the  index. 

Because  of  budgetary  limitations  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  will 
inaugurate,  beginning  in  July  19^7,  a  new  schedule  for  this  index.  A  national 
summary  of  changes  in  consumers  prices  will  be  issued  each  month  at  a  considerably 
later  date  than  at  present.  The  monthly  national  index  will  be  based  upon  collee- 
~°ns  ^ooa  prices  in  5^  cities  and  fuel  prices  in  34  cities  and  upon  prices  of 
0thG,l  C0^aodlt;ies  and  services  (except  rent)  for  13  of  the  3 J4  large  cities  every 
month,  l'en  of  these  cities  will  be  surveyed  every  month;  the  3  other  cities  will 
-nange  m  each  cf  tne  uoree  months  of  the  quarter.  Information  on  rents  will  be 
collected  at  least  quarterly  in  each  of  the  34  cities.  The  schedules  for  pricing 
commodities  other  than  food  and  fuel  in  individual  cities  is  as  follows; 


Every 

Month 

B irmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Detro it 

Houston 

Los  Angeles 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


January,  April, 
July,  Oct o b or 

Buffalo 

Denver 

Ihd ianapo 1 i s 

Kansas  City 

Manchester 

Portland,  Ore, 

Richmond 

Savannah 


February,  May, 
August ,  N o vemb er 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

New  Orleans 

Norfolk 

Scranton 

Seattle 

Washington 


March,  June, 
Septemb er  ,  Decemb er 

Baltimore 

Jacksonville 

Memphis 

Minneapolis 

Mobile 

Portland,  Me. 

St.  Louis 
San  Francisco 


Extensive  statistical  tests  have  shown  that  this  plan  will  permit  the 
v^-t0  compi*t^a  national  average  index  for  large  cities  with  a  high  degree  of 
re  lability. .  It  does,  however,  involve  the  sacrifice  of  information  for  many 
individual  cities  on  the  more  frequent  basis  provided  during  the  war  neripd.* 

<  .  .  The  new  plan,  which  is  based  upon  scientific  criteria  and  careful  testing 

-s  c.ost,  y  related  to  the  answers  obtained  from  a  questionnaire  sent  to  index- 
users  m  April  1947.  The  analysis  of  over  3,000  returned  questionnaires  clearly 
indicated  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  monthly  national  index.  The  ten  cities 
.0  be  surveyed  every  month  ranked  high  in  the  list  of  specific  cities  for  which 
consumers’  price  indexes  were  requested. 

.For  a  considerable  period  of  time  there  will  be  a  delay  in  the  issuance 
t  these  indexes.  The  figures  relating  to  July  ip  will  be  available  early  in 
uctooer *  however,  reports  on  retail  food  prices  and  the  consumers’  price*' indexes 
individual  cities  will  continue  to  be  released  as  soon  as  they  become  available, 
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•  general  explauatiou 

The  ’'consumers’  price  Index  for  moderate-income  families  in  large  cities/' 
formerly  known  as  the  "cost  of  living  index/'  measures  average  changes  in  retail 
prices  of  selected  goods,  rents,  and  services,  weighted  by  quantities  bought  by 
families  of  wage  earners  and  moderate- income  workers  in  large  cities  in  1934" 36* 

The  items  priced  for  the  index  constituted  about  'JO  percent  of  the  expenditures  of 

&  Tirol.  ■;  Trcz):  -zX 


city  families  whose  income  averaged  $152 4  1934~36* 


The  indexes  are  based  on  time -to- time  changes  in  the  cost  of  goods  and 
services  purchased  by  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities*  They  do  not  in¬ 
dicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another* 

Data  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  January  1941, 
in  Tables  1  and  2,  which  have  been  estimated  for  January  1* 

Wage  Base  Date.  January  1,  19i_j.l  is  the  base  date  for  determining  allow¬ 
able  "cost  of  living"  wage  increases  under  the  "Little  Steel"  formula  and  under 
the  wage-price  policy  of  February  19/6.  January  1,  19/1  indexes  in  Tables  1  and  2 
have  been  estimated  by  assuming  an  even  rate  of  change  from  December  15,  I94O  to 
the.  next  pricing  period* 

Food  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  5 6  cities  during  the  first  four  days 
of  the  we-ek  which  includes  the  fifteenth  of  the  month*  Aggregate  costs  of  food  in 
each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families  of  wag©  earners  and 
moderate- income  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights.  In  March  1943  the  number  of  cities  included  in  the  food  index 
was  increased  from  1}1  to  ^6,  and  the  number  of  foods  from  54  to  6l0 

Prices  of  clothing,  hou sefurnishings ,  and  miscellaneous  g cod s  and 
services  are  obtained  in  3/  large  cities  in  March,  June,  September  and"  December . 
in  intervening  months,  prices  arc  collected  in  21  of  the  34  cities  for  a  shorter 
list  of  goods  and  services* 

Appare  I .  Beginning  with  the  consumer  a’  price  report  for  June  15,  194-7,  ' 
the  Bureau’s  clothing  indexes  will  be  designated  as  "apparel"  indexes  to  conform 
with  general  usage  of  the  term  in  the  trade  and  for  uniformity  in  publications  of 
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  other  government  agencies*  There  has  been  no 
change  whatever  in  the  composition  of  .this  group-* 


F  age  it 
June  19^7 


TABLE  1  CONSUMERS 
FOR  LARGS  CITIES 


’  tR1Cth  ™EX  FOR  MODERATE- INCOME  FAMILIES 
COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


June  15 

191*7 

May  15 
19i*7 

— - 

!  June  15 

1946 

Aug .  15 
1945 

Jan.  1 

19iil 

Aug.  15 

1  Q2Q 

Group 

This 

Month 

_ 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

V-J 

-/4 

Wage 

Base 

Mon  th 
Before 
War  in 

— 

li  a  u  C/  * 

Europe 

indexes ,  1935-39  =*  100,0 


ALL  ITEMS 
All  Foods 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 
Meat 

Dairy  products 
Egg  s 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 
Apparel* 

Rent 


Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other,  fuels  &  ice 

House furnishings 
Miscellaneous 


ALL  ITEMS 
AH  Foods 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 
Meat 

Da  ir  y  pr  0  du  c  t  s 
Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 
App  ar e 1 * 

Rent 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 

Housefurnishings 
Mis  c  e  1  laneou  s 


157  a 

156,0 

190,5 

I87.6 

154.6 

154. 2 

216.9 

203,9 

171.5 

171.5 

I83.O 

178.9 

205,0 

207,0 

181 0  3 

188,9 

188,3 

200,5 

179.7 

179  c.  3 

185.7 

185. OR 

109.2 

109,2 

117*7 

H7.7H 

91,7 

92,4 

143*0 

142 .»  4r 

182*6 

181 *9R 

139.1 

139. OR 

133«3 

129.3 

145^6 

140,9 

122  a 

109.1 

134*0 

131,8 

147  08 

153«4 

147  •  1 

171.4 

183,5 

i63a 

125.4 

124.7 

126,4 

124.0 

136  a 

126*6 

157.2 

146*4 

108*5 

- 

110,5 

111,4 

92  a 

95*2 

128,4 

127,2 

156a 

146 . 0 

127.9 

124.5 

Ferc.ent  Changes  to  June  1947 


100,8 

98,6 

97.6 

93a 

94-8 

93.4 

99.2 

95«7 

106.2 

93.1 

104.6 

90,7 

91,8 

92*4 

90.,  6 

94a 

80*2 

84a 

95*0 

95«6 

101.2 

100,3 

105,0 

104,3 

100,8 

97a 

97.5 

99*0 

104,0 

‘  96a 

100,2 

- ioo#6 

101,8 

100,4 

0o7 

17  a 

2ia 

ia 

30,8 

35-2 

0*3 

26 ,6 

4l.7 

6f»4 

61,9 

64.6 

0 

16,0 

28,6 

2,3 

24*4 

6,8 

-ls0 

11.7 

11.7 

•4. 0 

44*6 

45*4 

~6 , 1 

49.0 

5ia 

0,2 

31,9 

4ia 

0,4 

isa 

26,8 

0 

0,6 

*0 

0. 

6*5 

5  >7 

~0  c  8 

-  0*4 

-  3*7 

0,4 

11.4 

12,4 

o,4 

17.0 

25.1 

0.1 

8,8 

11.7 

55  -9 
95*2 
63a 
11806 
61,5 
75.0 

125,3 

lOOol 
134c.  8 

89.2 
83-5 

4*o 
16,8 
-  5,9 
37c.  5 

82.2 

3696 


59.3 

103.7 

65.5 
126 ,6 

84.2 

101.8 
121.9 
91.0 

122*8 

88.0 

85a 

4.7 

20.7 
-  7,4 
48o  5 

81.5 

38.5 


See  General 


x.-v  p  j-  tux  a.  ox  on 


CONSUMERS1  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
JliTE  INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JUNE  IB,  I9L.7 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 
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City 


average 

Atlanta,  Ga, 
Baltimore,  Md, 
Birmingham,  Ala, 
Boston,  Mass, 
Buffalo,  Hb  Y. 
Chicago,  Ill. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Tex. 
Indianapolis,  2nd. 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Kansas  City,  Mo* 

Bos  Angeles,  Calif. 
Manchester,  *N.  II, 
Memphis,  Tehn, 
Milwaukee,  His , 

Minne ap ol is ,  M inn . 
Mobile,  Ala. 

New*  Orleans,  La« 

Hew  York,  N.  Y. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

« 

Pittsburgh,  pa. 
Portland,  Maine 
Portland,  Or eg. 
Richmond,  Va. 

St.  Louis,  Mo 4. 

San  Franc isco ,  Calif . 

Savannah,  Ga. 
Scranton,  Pa. 

Seattle,  Hash. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Indexes 
1935-39  * 
100.0  ' 


June  15, 

1947 


This 

Month 


157.1 

159.1 

160.5 

162.1 

150. 3 

157.7 

156.3 

156.5 
160  o  3 
155.9 

156.7 

157.6 

15s. 0 

163.5 

149.5 

156.3 

160.4 

160. 6 

15606 


152.9 
159.3 

164.6 

156.9 

160  „  9 

157.1 

161.1 

153*3 

161.5 

152.6 

155.6 
159.3 

165.8 

159.9  J 
-  153,3 

156*0  j 


Percent  changes  to  June  15,  lojtf  prom 


May  15 

194? 


Last 

Month 


0.7 


O.7 

0.9 

1.1 

1.0 

1.0 

la 

0.8 

0.1 

1.2 

0 


-0,7 

-0.8 


0.9- 

0.8 

1.3 

0.9 


*  See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on 


0.6 

-0.7 

0.2 

-0.1 

0.9 

'age  3. 


June  15  |  Aug.  15 


1946 


Year 

Ago 


17.9 

18.9 

■13o4 

18.3 
17.5 

16.9 

20.9 

19.9 

13.1 

18. 4 

16.3 
20.8 
19 » 8 

18*  1 

15.5 
.14.3 
19.1 

19.4 
19.4 

•  18.2 

19.9 
19.3 

o 

19.0 

18*6 

19.6 

19.1 

15.1 

19.0 

16.6 
15.6 

17.9 

21,0 

13.5 

16.6 


-945 


V-J 


*  21.5 

21.2 
21.0 

21.1 

19.6 
21.9 

23.6 

22.6 

21.3 

22.1 
21.0 

23.7 

21.5 

18,7- 

17.2 
IQ*  5 

22.3 
21*2 

23.4 

22.4 
20.9 
22.3 
20.7 

20.5 

22.4 

23.7 

20.7 

18.9 
21.0 
22.0 
20t2 

19.9 
250 

19  ol 

21.0 


Jan,  1 

1941 


'uge 


Ba  se 
Date* 


AU£o 


15 
1939 
Month 
Before 
War  in 
Europe  


55.9 

59.4 

59.4 

59.5 
51.7 
54*6 

560  4 

59a 

57»2 

55.9 
57  a 

54.5 

54.9 

60.5 

51.9 

52.5 

60.1 

60.9 

57.9 

50.2 

53.7 

61.8 

55*3 
59  »9 
58. 4 


59.2 
55.6 

56.3 
53.2 

54.1 

56.5 

63.5 

61.2 

55 .0 

56.2 


59.3 

62.3 

62.6 

64.6 

54  08 

60a 

60.4 

62,9 

60.3 

58.1 
61a 

56.5 

61.2 

i 

66  0  0 

51.6 

55.5 

64.0 

64.2 

61.4 

53.4 

61.6 

65.1 

58.5 

64.5 

60.6 

65.7 
57.9 

61.3 

55.7 
58.6 
60, 14. 


67.0 

66,6 

57.6 

58,2 
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TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 

(Note;  Some  indexes  for  April  and  May  revised) 

(1935-39  .  100,0) 


• 

Fue  1 , 

5 lee to  & 

Jce 

Mis  cel- 

City 

AH 

*  :  ' 

Gas  & 

Other 

House- 

Items 

Food 

Apparel'* 

Rent 

Total 

Elect- 

Fuels 

furnish- 

lan ecus 

r icity 

&  Ice 

ings 

AVERAGE  ' 

9 

April 

156,2 

188.0 

18^.9 

109.0 

118.4 

92.5 

143.8 

182.5 

139.2 

May 

156  c0 

187*6 

165*0 

109.2 

11?.? 

92.2 

142.4 

181.9 

159.0 

June 

157.1 

190.5 

185. 7 

109*2 

117.7 

.  91.7 

123.0 

182.6 

139 . 1 

- 

Apr  il 

192+.6 

I28.5 

73.3 

172.6 

- 

- 

May  . 

- 

190,3 

108,2 

128.5 

78.3 

174.6 

~ 

June 

159.1 

193.0 

180.4 

- 

128.5 

78.3 

172.7 

185.2 

145  >•  5 

Baltimore 

April 

159,7 

197.7 

185.2 

127-2 

112,3 

139.5 

184.0 

157.7 

May 

159.2+ 

193*5 

182.6 

122,7 

112,4 

132.6 

182.5 

137.2 

June 

160.5 

.  202.2 

I6O.5 

- 

125  0 

113.0 

134.7 

+.86,3 

i-J  yX.  *-  - 

]  +  f  A  /  ? 

Birmingham 

. 

. 

- 

April  • 

161,7 

198.8 

180. 3 

124.8 

120.5 

79  06 

151,2 

171,2 

137  +4 

May 

I6O.7 

195.8 

180*4 

120,5 

79-6 

lplo2 

169,1 

137,.  8 

June 

162.1 

197.3 

132.2 

120.5 

79-6 

151«2 

171-7 

133,7 

Boston 

' 

April 

12+9J+ 

176.3 

172.5 

150.0 

105.2 

143.3 

175.1 

137.0 

May 

11+8*6 

175.6 

171.8 

*u» 

127  0  5 

105.5 

1 39,2 

172.7 

156  o4 

June 

150.3 

179.6 

173.5 

- 

127-5 

105.5 

139-4 

175.2 

136.3 

Buff  a  1  n 

» 

April 

155.3 

179.2 

183,1 

H9.5 

94.9 

141,5 

188*0 

14-4. 4- 

May 

156.2 

182,5 

187,6 

115,2 

117.8 

92.-9 

138.2 

138,9 

122.0 

Jane 

157  0  7 

187. 0 

186,5 

• 

118,1 

94.9 

138. 7 

190.1 

j46.o 

Chicago 

• 

. 

- 

Apr  il 

155.7 

188.6 

181.0 

- 

11  I  A 

X,  ^ 

63.5 

140*2 

172. 5 

137.0 

May 

156.8 

190.6 

183,0 

116.4 

111.7 

55.5 

l4l.O 

173-4 

137.2 

June 

158.5 

193.9 

184.8 

- 

112.1+ 

-83.5 

142.4 

175.8 

137.6 

Cincinnati 

< 

j 

April 

157  0  2 

186,9 

181.7 

116.2 

90,8 

120.2 

178.8 

140.3 

Mav 

156.3 

137.9 

181.9 

** 

116.2 

■  90,8 

140.4 

178,2 

ll|0,0 

June 

153.5 

191.1 

135.5 

106,5 

116,2 

90.8 

140.4 

179*3 

140,3 

Cleveland 

1 

*  ■  ' 

April 

159.2 

195.0. 

162,9 

115.9 

122.3 

104.9 

139.0 

169,2 

138.8 

May 

159.0 

192!, 3 

183-4 

- 

122 , 5 

104,9 

139.0 

169.0 

138. 5 

June 

160,3 

196,3 

183.5 

--- 

122.3 

104,9 

. 

139.0 

1 

■  I70, 2 

138*0 
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TABLE  3  -  (Continued) .  CONSUMERS ’  PRICE  INDEX 

INDEXES  J3Y  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 


June  1947 
FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 


Pago  8  ; 

June  1947 

TABLE  3  -  (Continued)  CONSUMERS 1  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 

INDEXES  3Y  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 

(Note:  Some  indexes  for  April  and  May  revised) 

( 1935-39- -  ioo.o) 


All 

Fuel, 

Elect.  & 

Ice 

Gas  & 

Other 

House- 

Misccl- 

City 

Items 

Food 

Apparel* 

Rent 

Total 

Elect- 

Fuels 

furnish- 

•lanoous 

ricity 

&  Ice 

ings 

Milwaukee  * 

« 

; 

- 

'April 

185.4 

♦ 

- 

119.0 

93..3 

136.6 

t 

mm 

May 

- 

186.6 

«■» 

121.0 

93.3 

140,0 

June 

« 

156.6 

190.8 

184.3 

109.2 

122.6 

98.3 

139.3 

189.0 

135.7 

Minneapolis 

* 

*  Apr  il 

151.4 

179.6 

I87. 0 

*112.7 

.78.9 

134.8 

176.9 

137.1 

May 

151.5 

179.0 

I87.O 

•  _  i 

•  114.5 

.78.9 

137.7 

177.3 

137.5 

June 

•  4  i 

152.9 

182.6 

138.1 

- 

114.9 

78.9 

138.5 

173.9 

137.5 

Mobile 

* 

* 

4 

April  •  :  I 

•  " 

201,6 

- 

•m 

•  117.7 

.  84  #o 

•144.3 

.  mm 

May 

•» 

197.0 

- 

- 

■  H7.9 

,  84.1 

.144.7 

.. 

mu 

June 

159.3 

196.9 

182.1 

- 

118,2 

84.1 

145.1 

170.3 

131.5 

New  Orleans 

« 

•  ,  .• 

April  • 

- 

204.0 

« 

* 

104.4 

75.1 

135.8 

May 

201.1 

- 

- 

IO5.8 

75.1 

138.7 

mm 

June 

164,6 

203.7 

188. 9 

- 

107.3 

75.1 

141.7 

174.1 

139.1 

New  York 

• 

April  • 

.  156.8 

.'137.3 

199.6  ■ 

mm 

•  117.3. 

94.5 

152.5 

175.4 ; 

141.2 

May 

155*6 

184.8 

200.5 

^  * 

■  115.6. 

94.0 . 

148.7 

175.0 

•  139.9 

..June 

•  ■  * 

156.9 

187.9 

201.2 

- 

116.9 

94.0 

152.0 

173.2 

140.1 

Norfolk* 

•  -W 

..  . 

-  .  •• 

April*  •- 

200.5 

—  » 

125.3* 

94.9 

149.3 

mm 

<w 

May 

- 

198.8 

- 

109.3 

125.3- 

94.9 . 

149.3 

June 

160,9 

198.0 

175.1 

- 

125.3 

94.9 

149.3 

182.9 

143.3 

Philadelphia 

1 

<«« 

J  •  <• 

• 

"  Apr  il- 

154.9 . 

181.9 

■181.1  - 

•m 

t 

125.2 

97.8. 

146.0 

180.2 

137.9 

May 

155.1 

183.4 

180.2 

• 

mm 

122.4 

97.8. 

141.2 

180.2 

137.4 

June 

157.1 

187.1 

182.3 

- 

122.7 

97.8 

141.7 

180.2 

136.9 

Pittsburgh 

* ' 

• 

* 

«*« 

-  « 

Apr  il 

159.0.. 

189.9 

210.5'"  . 

IO8.5 

120,7 

103.2  . 

150.7 

182,6 

136.0 

May 

June 

159.6 

192 .4 

210.7  • 

120..-7 

103.3- 

150.7 

181.1 

136.* 

161.1 

196.9 

209.1 

mm 

120.8 

103.3 

150.7 

179.4 

136.5 

Portlen-d,  Me#  . 

.  ' 

~ 

V 

- 

April 

May 

June 

• 

181.4 

- 

106  a 

128.' 3 

95.5* 

144.5 

mm 

153.3 

180.2 

185.3 

178.6 

*.  • 

127.4 

127.5 

95.7 

96.1 

143.1 

143.1 

178.9 

*?*■ 
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TABLE  3  -  (Continued)  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 

INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 

(Note:  Some  indexes  for  npril  and  May  revised) 

(1935-39  =  1 oo  *  o ) 


Fuel 

,  Elect 

.  &  Ice 

t 

City 

AH 

Items 

Food 

Apparel* 

Rent 

To  Dal 

Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

House - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Portland,  Oreg. 
April 

mm 

201 .4 

113.9 

122.1 

88.6 

163.0 

May 

V 

200.8 

mm 

- 

122.8 

89.9 

163.0 

•» 

tr. 

June 

161.5 

199.7 

179.9 

122.3 

89.9 

I63.O 

176.2 

141.4 

Richmond 

April 

• 

188.3 

117a 

96.7 

129.5 

rnm 

May 

- 

186. 3 

- 

117.4 

96.7 

130.1 

- 

I'M 

June 

152,6 

185.3 

183,8 

104.6 

117.3 

96.7 

130.6 

190.2 

131.6 

St.  Louis 

April 

155a 

195.2 

178.4 

- 

118.0 

97.2 

136.4 

155.5 

132.9 

May 

154.6 

193.4 

173.3 

- 

118.0 

97.2 

136,4 

•  156.4 

133«0 

June 

155.6 

196.8 

177.9 

106.3 

116*6 

94.1 

136.5 

153.7 

132.7 

San  Francis  co 

Apr  il 

161.3 

201.7 

179.5 

82?  5 

72.7 

116*9 

151.7 

148*6 

May 

I60.5 

199.9 

178.6 

- 

82.6 

72.7 

117.6 

153  *  1 

l48o  5 

June 

159*3 

196.9 

176«6 

- 

32 , 7 

72.7 

118.2 

155a 

148.1 

Savannah 

Apr  il 

166*2 

208.9 

174.8 

128.1 

91.2 

150.0 

193.9 

1 — i 

• 

N~\ 

May 

165.5 

208.2 

174.0 

128,2 

91.2 

150o0 

190.4 

142,6 

June 

165.6 

209.lt 

172,6 

- 

128.2 

91.2 

150»1 

169.2 

142,7 

S  cr  anton 

April 

- 

188,0 

- 

- 

128.1 

91.8 

150,3 

~ 

- 

May 

- 

189*2 

- 

- 

126.7 

91,8 

143.,  0 

rnm 

- 

June 

159.9 

194.9 

190,4 

mrn 

126.6 

91.8 

147.9 

177.5 

133.9 

Seattle 

April 

159a 

196.4 

177.1 

- 

112.1 

85.8 

134.0 

I83.6 

143  *  0 

May 

158.5 

193.9 

178.0 

- 

112.1 

8  5.8 

134.1 

183.6 

143.4 

June 

158.3 

193.3 

178.2 

- 

112.4 

86.8 

133.8 

184.8 

143a 

Washington 

154.8 

April 

189.4 

202.7 

•mm 

121.0 

94*4 

133.7 

188.2 

141.5 

May 

154*6 

I87. 8 

202.8 

- 

118.1 

94*4 

133.9 

188.3 

143.2 

June 

156.0 

190.9 

205.1 

mm 

118.9 

94.4 

135*2 

139. 8 

143.7 

*  See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  page  3. 
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TABLE  1+  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS ,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  MAY  TO  -JUNE  15,  1947 


City 

i  All 

I  terns 

Food 

Appart 

d> 

Rent 

Fuel, 

Elect. 

1 

I  0 

0 

1  1 — 1 

!  J 

House 

furnis 

ings 

Total 

Gas  oc 
Elect- 
r icity 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ic-  e 

AVERAGE 

o&7 

1.5 

0,1* 

0 

0 

■»0.>8 

0,4 

0,4 

Atlanta,  Ga, 

— 

1.4 

1  "* 

0 

0 

Od 

Baltimore,  Lid, 

0,7 

1*9 

-1.2 

0,2 

0.5 

Od 

2d 

B ir mingham ,  Ala . 

0*9 

0.3 

2.2 

— 

0 

0 

0 

1.5 

Boston,  Mass, 

lcl  ‘ 

2-3 

loO 

0 

0 

0 

0^3 

Buffalo,  N,  Y, 

loO 

2o3 

-0.6 

- 

'  0,3 

•  0 

'•0,4 

0.6 

Chicago,  Ill. 

1.0 

1.7 

1.0 

- 

0,6 

0 

■  Id 

1.4 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

lcl 

1,7 

2d 

1 

/Od 

0 

0 

■  0 

0.6 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

0C  8  • 

2d 

0.1 

c 

•  0 

0 

0.7 

Denver,  Colo, 

0.1  ‘ 

0 

0.8 

r- 

0 

0 

0 

-0,7 

Detroit Mich. 

1,2 

3d 

0.1 

« 

/O.k 

Od 

’  “0  0  1 

Od 

id 

Houston,  Texas 

0 

-0.5 

0,8 

— 

0 

0 

Od 

id 

Ind ianapo lis ,  Ind  . 

- 

1«9 

- 

-Od 

0 

-oa 

Jacksonville, ‘Fla. 

1,6 

0.2 

0 

\  0.2 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

-0.7 

*0  c4 

-0.6 

-9 ,6 

-27.3 

[0.1 

0,7 

Los  Angeles,  Calif » 

-0o  8 

rd„5 

-1,3 

0 

1  0-‘ 

0 

-1.7 

Man c  he s  ter ,  N .  H . 

- 

2.8 

- 

2 

/Od 

0 

0 

Od 

Memphis,  Tenn, 

- 

i.7 

- 

"1 

" 

1.4 

0 

1.8 

M i lwauke e ,  77i scl 

- 

2o3 

- 

2/0.2 

1 0  3 

5.1+ 

-0.5 

- 

M  in  ne  ap  0 1  i  s ,  M  i  nn  e 

0.9 

2.0 

0.6 

i:w 

0,3 

0 

0,6 

Od 

Mobile,  Ala* 

- 

-0.1 

- 

— 

Jo  3 

0 

O03 

New  Orle&ns,  La." 

1.3 

... 

- 

ij* 

0 

2,2 

New  York,  No  Y. 

0,8  ' 

1.7 

0,3 

id 

0 

2t  2 

-id 

Norfolk,  Va. 

>•0.1+  • 

0 

0  ^ 

0 

Ph i  lade  1  ph  i a ,  Pa . 

1,3 

2,0 

1.2 

- 

0.2 

0 

0,4 

0 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

0.9 

2.3 

-0.8 

Od 

0 

‘  0 

-0.9 

Portland,  Maine 

- 

2.6  ' 

— 

Od 

0.4 

0 

a  y 

Portland,  Oreg, 

'OA 

- 

0 

0 

0 

Richmond,  Va. 

- 

-0o3 

- 

2 

/Of  4 

o«3 

0 

0.4 

St.  Louis,  Mo « 

0.6 

1.8 

-0.2 

T/Od 

-1.2 

-3d 

Od 

1.5 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

-0.7 

-1.5 

-Id 

- 

Od 

0 

0.3 

1*3 

Savannah,  Ga. 

0,2 

0.6 

-0.3 

0 

0  ‘  • 

Od 

-0.6 

Scranton,  Pa. 

- 

3d 

- 

-Od 

0 

-Od 

Seattle,  Wash® 

-0.1  . 

■0,3 

0.1 

~ 

0.3 

Id 

-0.2 

0,7 

Washington,  D,  C. 

0,9  ‘ 

1*7 

Id 

•- 

0.7 

0 

Id 

0.8 

* 


See  General  Explanation  of  Tables 
Change  from  August  1946* 

Change  from  September  1946. 


on  page  3« 


Mi  seel 
laneou 

Oci 


-Oo6 

0.7 

-oa 

0 

0.1 

Oc  2 
-o,4 
-oa 
-0*2 
0 


0,3 

oa 


0 


oa 
1a 
•  0.1 


-0,2 

~o„  3 

oa 

-0,2 

0.3 


TABLE  4A  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  L  -JiGE 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
PROM  MARCH  13  TO  JUNE  15,  1947 


CITIES* 


Page  11 
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C  i  tv 


aVER^iGE 

4 A 1  ant  ,  Get. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Chicago,  Ill. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Texas 
Indianapolis,  4m 

Jack so nville ,  Fla. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 

■  Los  Angeles,  Cali. 
Manchester,  N.  H. 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

Mi lwauke  e ,  Wi s  c . 

M inne  ap o 1 i s ,  Minn • 
Mobile,  Ala. 

Mew  Or  le  ans  ,  Lo . 
Mew  York,  M.  Y. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Portland,  Maine 
Portland,  Or  eg. 
Richmond,  Va* 

3t.  Louis,  Mo. 


Savannah,  Ga. 
Scranton,  pa* 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


*  See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  page 


All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

*  Rent 

Fuel,  Elect.  &  Ice 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Other 

Fuels 
r  &  Ice 

0.5 

0*5 

0.8 

0.2 

oa 

I 

O 

• 

VJ1 

0.4 

-1.1 

-3.3 

0.8 

0 

0 

0.1 

0.6 

1.5 

-2.8 

- 

4.2 

17.1 

-3.0 

0.1 

-2.8 

2.7 

- 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-0.2 

0.5 

- 

0.4 

0.9 

oa 

1.3 

4.1 

-0.4 

- 

-1.2 

0 

-1.9 

1.3 

1.6 

1.3 

- 

1*5 

0 

2c5 

1.0 

-0.1 

5.0 

— 

0.9 

0 

iA 

o.7 

1.6 

0.7 

— 

0 

0 

0 

0.7 

o03 

1-3 

- 

0.6 

0 

0.9 

1,4 

3.0 

oa 

- 

0.4 

-1.1 

la 

0.3 

-oa 

1*7 

- 

0.1 

0 

0.2 

0.3 

0.5 

-0.3 

- 

0 

0 

0 

0.1 

0.2  ' 

-1.8 

— 

0.3 

0 

0.7 

-0.9 

-1.3 

-1.0 

- 

-9.7 

-27.3 

0.2 

'  j-0.4 

-0.9 

-0.8 

~ 

0 

0 

0 

1*9 

0.7 

- 

2.2 

1.0 

?.  A 

1.1 

0 

3  0 1 

- 

2a 

0 

2.8 

1.4 

2.1 

2.2 

- 

2.9 

5*o 

2.0 

0.9 

0.7 

0.7 

— 

2.0 

0 

2.8 

0.1 

-1.4 

2.2 

- 

0.6 

0 

0..8 

0.1 

-0.3 

0.2 

- 

4.3 

0 

S  r-j 

Omf 

-0.3 

-0.8 

1.6 

- 

-0.2 

-oa 

oa 

0 

-0.9 

2*4 

- 

0 

0 

0 

0.6 

0.7 

0.8 

- 

-2.0 

0 

-2.9 

1.2 

2.6 

-1.0 

— 

0.6 

0 

1.1 

0.3 

0.3 

oj4 

- 

1.8 

0.8 

2.2 

0.6 

0.8 

0.8 

- 

0.7 

1.7 

-0.1 

-0.2 

-1.6 

0.8 

- 

0.9 

0 

1.3 

-o.l 

-1.1 

oa 

- 

1.9 

CVi 

s 

NX 

1 

5.4 

-0 .6 

-1.3 

-1.3 

- 

0.2 

0 

1.5 

-0.5 

-1*7 

-1.5 

— 

5.1 

0 

6.9 

1.7 
0.1  - 

3-2 

-0*5 

1-.0 

1.2 

— 

-2.2 

0.6 

0 

1.2 

-3,1 

0.4 

o.S 

0.3 

1.6 

- - — 

■1*3 

0 

-2.0 

House - 
furnish' 
ings 


0.2 

-0.1 

1.9 

-0*3 

0.9 

0.2 

1.4 

2.0 

-0.8 

0.5 

2.5 

-1.1 

0.5 

-0.1 

1.6 

-2.4 ' 

0.6 

0.9 

0.7 

,2.2 

1.1 

*0.3 

-2.3 

2 
0 


2.2 


O 
•  dA 


-1.5 

0.8 

0.3 

1.4 

2.3 

2,1 


■0.3 

0.8 

1.4 


Mi sco 1- 
laneou  s 


0.7 

0.2 

-0.2 

3*0 

0.1 

0.4 

1-7 

0.8 

0 

1.5 
0.5 
1.1 
0.7 

0.7 

0.9 

0.8 

1.6 
1.2 

-0.1 

1.0 

1.2 

-0.1 

-O.3 

-0.1 

1.7 

0.7 

0c9 

0.4 

0.7 

0.3 

0.1 

1.6 

1.2 
0.2 

2.3 


2 

j  • 
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V.s.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR. 

..  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
Washington  £5,  D.  C, 


-  OCT  7  1947 


UM 


CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  •  JULY  l<=>a  19^7 
July  Consumers3  Price  Index  Continues  Advance  to  New  High 


ViKbH V  Of  ILU«n,0‘ 


■ fiT» 


TKi" '  cbmpTetFl^d^ 

change  between  mid-June  and  mid-July  f 
all  large  cities  combined  is  given  in 
this  report*  Preliminary  figures  were 
released  September  20*  I 


in  large  * J00**  T?  servioeE  Phased  by  moderate-income  families 

figurlf rSrtTt^teu“of  ■Sns?1^e  to  f  inal 

of  all  major  groups  in  the  fa-itl  t^tt^  NS'  W«S?  Department  of  Labor,  Price: 
index  Jr  u  ,“  ."S  f  oudget,  except  apparel,  advanced.  The  consumers 

“  I  ..  U  7  i5'  at  :58.4  percent  of  the  19 35-39  average,,  was  Ip 


price 


higher  than  s  v«o^  T"""?  }’Erceat  of  t!*c  19Jp-J9  average,  was  1?  percent 

Ad,  7  S  ana  almost  61  percent  above  the  August  ioSo  iPV„i  r 

to  July,  increase  in  the  total  index  was  due  pr  h-.-in-llv t  n  “  .t  f  3  '  *sme 

food  prices;  all  other  living  essentials  rose  Oii  recent  V  ?*  ^  Per0ent  “ 

mid-July  prices  of  food  rose  1  o  Pdf  *  "  ?  to  Bet,reon  mid-March  and 

increase  over  this  f -month  period!  ~  ^<*^tely  equal  to  the  usual  seasons 

According  to  preliminary  surveys  made  in  L  ri-Hn- 
have  continued  their  advance  through  September  IS  T ft  U  prl,oos  ln  senoral 

mid-July  to  mid-September  the  total  food  bill  ir  m,„3  1  stfat?d  that  bc,t7raen 

Cleveland  rose  by  4  to  6  percent.  Manchester,  Hew  York,  Boston,  and 


Higher 
contributing  to 
Jui7  15 »  Egg  pi- 
fresh  milk  5  per 
beef  cuts  advane 
decreased  Lj  per 
and  green  beans » 
were  the  major  c 


prices  for  eggs,  dairy  products  and  meats  were  the  chief  f.0t0r8 

i-as^iumDed  IN*  °f  ^  P&r°ent  “  f°0i  PrlCes  between  June  15  3d 

cont-twt  l  percea!  0n  the  *ww  butter  was  up  over  8  percent- 
ink?  ®beese  2  percent.  Meats  averaged  1.5  percent  higher,  with  ’ 

3  X®  pel  cent,  rrxces  of  all  fruits  and  vegetables  combined 

*?  ***•-  bananas,  cabbage 

ause  of  the  decline  of  3  perckt  "ir  33.  anc  oleomargarine 

c  01  Percent  in  oho  fats  and  oil  group* 

July,  bring ing^tha  'T  to  mid' 

This  is  the  first  decline  reco-dekfnr  P  1&^*7  porcent  of  the  1935-39  average 
establis^ent  of  the  General  M-llm  PrI c  Re^Sti^yte^Tf 

-ts  2  a^srs-^s; 


given  for  price  decreases*  Apparel  prices  decrease* 

a  Xtier,  sur  veyed* 


d  on  the  average  in.  10  of the  18 


LS48-855 


«*  2  «• 


Kousefurnighings  prices  increased  about  1  percent.  between  mid- Juno  and 
mid-July*  Scattered  decreases  in  prices  of  upholstered  living-room  furniture, 
bedding,  and  cook  stoves  were  more  than  offset  by  advances  in  most  of  the  large 
cities  in  prices  of  radios  and  refrigerators* 

Prices  were  higher  for  automobiles  and  gasolene  and  lower  for  tires, 
toilet  and  laundry  soaps  and  sundries*  As  a  result  the  index  for  miscellaneous 
goods  increased  by  0*3  percent  over  the  month* 

.  -  With  the  relaxation  of  rent  controls  under  which  tenants  and  landlords  can 

agree  to  13  percent  rent  increases,  residential  rents  in  selected  large  cities  ad¬ 
vanced  0*7  percent  from  mid-June  to  mid-July*  This  brings  the  rent  index  for  all 
large  cities  combined  to  110*0  ( 1933*39  ■*  100)*  Average  rent  increases  from  the 

beginning  of  the  year  to  July  ranged  from  Q*k  percent  in  Savannah  to  2*6  percent  in 
Kansas  City  and  Philadelphia*  About  4  percent  of  all  tenants  in  these  cities 
experienced  rent  increases  in  July* 

t 

Prices  wore  higher  for  both  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  from  mid-June 
to  mid-July.  Coal  prices  advanced  in  22  cities,  remained  unchanged  in  11  cities 
and  dropped  in  one  city  of  those  surveyed®  Gas  and  electricity  remained  unchanged 
on  the  average  and  held  the  increase  in  the  total  fuel  and  ice  group  to  1*5  percent 
over  the  mo nth 9 


[ 
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consumers'  Price  index  for  mo  derate -income  families  in  lar^e  cities," 
formerly  known  as  the  "cost  of  living  index”  measures  average  changes  in  retail 
prices  of  selected  goods,  rents,  -and  services,  weighted  by  quantities  bought  by 
.•  -ami lies  of  wage  earners  anti  moderate- income  workers  in  large  cities  in  193i*«»36* 

.'he  items  priced  for  the  index  constituted  about  70  percent  of  the  expenditures  of 
cit>  families  whose  income  Averaged  $1521*  in  1932*-36* 

■The  indexes  are  based  on  time -to- time  changes  in  the  prico  of  goods  and 
services  purchased  by  mo derate -in come  families  in  large  cities.  They  do  not  in~ 
ucate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another* 

Data  relate  to  the  fifteenth  of  each  month  except  those  for  January  19l.il, 
m  Tables  -1  and  2,  which  have  been  estimated  for  January  1* 

,  ,  „  Base  Date*  January  1/  1914  is  the  base  date  for  determining  allow¬ 

able  cost  ol  living  wage  increases  under  the  "Little  Steel"  formula  and.  under 
the  wage-price  policy  of  February  January  1,  192*1  indexes  in  Tables  1  and  2 

iavu  been  estimated  by  assuming  on  fe^a  rate  of  change  from  December  IS,  Vilify  to 
the  next  pricing  period*  •  " 

_  pr ices  are  collected  jaonthly  in  $6  cities  during  the  first  four  days 

of  the  week  which  includes  the  fifto#&th  of  the  month*  Aggregate  costs  of  food  in 
eacu  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and 
moderate-income  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights*  In  March  1943  the  number  of  cities  included  in  the  food  index 
was  increased  from  51  to  56,  and  the  number  of  foods  from  54  to  6X. 


‘  ,  .  .  PrlCos.°r;  hou se fnfni sh ing s fl  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services 

.nr e  .  ob  oamea  in  la  key  cities  each  month  and  in  24  othcFTar go  titles'  at  'quar'WIy 
periods*  Prices  are  collected  for  0  of  the  22*  quarterly  cities  each  month* 


'  e  Apparel.  .Beginning  with  the  consumers*  price  report  for  Jane  15,  iQh? 
the  fiureauyclothing  indexes  was  designated  as  "apparel"  indexes  to  conform 
wi  guneral  usage  of  the  term  in  the  trade  and  for  uniformity  in  publications  of 

\  9  Burt'.au, °i  Labor  Statistics  and  other  government  agencies.  There  has  been  no 
change  whatever  in  the  composition  of  this  group* 
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TApL r  1  -  CONSUMERS f  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE* INCOME  FAMILIES 
LARGE  CITIES  COME IRED»  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES.  BY  GROWS 
INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Group 


ALL  ITEMS 
All  Food a 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 
Meat 

Dairy  products 

Sggs 

Fruits  A  vegetables 
Beverages 
Fats  ft  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 
Apparel 
Rent 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 
Gas  ft  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
Housefurnishings  ^ 

Miscellaneous 


all  items 

All  Foods 

Cereals  ft  bakery  products 
Meat 

Dairy  products 
Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  ft  sweets 
Apparel 
Rent 

Fuel,  electricity  ft  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
Housefurnishings 
Mi seel lane  ous 


This 

Month 


June  15 

1947 

July  15 

1946 

Aug.  15 
1945 

Jan.  1 

1941 

Last 

Month 

Year 

Ago 

V~J 

L  — - - 

Wage 

Base 

Date* 
- - - 

1939 


Indexes,  1935“39  *  100*  0 


158.1+ 

157  a 

114.2 

129.3 

100.8 

195*1 

190.5 

165.7 

140.9 

97.6 

155*0 

154*6 

126.2 

109. 1 

94.8 

220,2 

216.9 

173.7 

131.0 

99.2 

170.0 

171.5 

179,1 

133.4 

106.2 

205,0 

I83.O 

161.0 

171,4 

lOi+,6 

202.0 

205.0 

138,14 

163.5 

91.8 

130.8 

181. 3 

126.0 

124.7 

90,6 

182*0 

188.3 

137.9 

I2I4.O 

80.2 

179*7 

179.7 

133.5 

126.6 

95*0 

184.7 

185.7 

158.7 

II46 . 4 

101.2 

110*0 

109.2 

- 

- 

105*0 

119.5 

H7.7 

115.3 

111.2; 

100.8 

91.7 

91.7 

92.1 

95.2 

97.5 

.  12+6.6 

143.0 

133.3 

127.2 

10I+.0 

184.3 

182.6 

157.9 

11+6.0 

100,2 

139.5 

139a 

128.2 

1245 

101,0 

Percent  Chan 

ges  to 

July  15, 

1947 

■  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  page  3< 


98.6 

93*5 

93.U 

93.7 
93.1 

90.7 
92.  4 
94. 9 

84.5 

95.6 

100.3 

104.3 

97.5 

99.0 

96.3 
100.6 

100.4 


0.8 

12.2 

22.5 

57.1 

60*6 

1.1+ 

16.5 

37.0 

97.0 

106.5 

0.5  . 

22.8 

■  2+2.1 

63.5 

6  6.0 

t*5 

26.8 

67.I 

122,0 

130.1 

4.  3 

-0,2 

34.0 

68.1+ 

92.1 

*  10.9 

26.1 

18.1+ 

92+*  1 

123.8 

-1.5 

7.2 

10.1 

120,0 

118.6 

-0.3 

43.5 

2+5.0 

99*6 

90.5 

-3.3 

32.0 

i+6.8 

126.9 

115.4 

0 

29.7 

1+1.9 

89.2 

88,0 

-0.5 

16.4 

26.2 

82.5 

82+.1 

0.7 

«» 

«■» 

I+.8 

5.5 

1.5 

5.5 

7.3 

18.6 

22.6 

0 

-o*4 

-3.7 

-5*9 

•7.4 

2.5 

9.6 

15.3 

2+1.0 

52.2 

0.9 

16.7 

26.2 

83*9 

63,2 

0.3 

8.8 

12.0 

37.0 

38.9 

. 


TABLS  2  -  CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
JULY  INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JULY  15,  19)47 

from  specific  dates,  by  cities 


Fage  5 
July  I9J+7 


Indexes 

1935-39  =, 

Percent  Change 

s  to  July 

15 ,  19n7  from 

100.0 

City 

July  15 

Juno  15 

July  Ip 

Aug a  15 

Jan.  1 

Aug*  15 

u  1941 . . 

1947 

1946 

19 i+5 

1941 

1939 

Month 

- 

Thi  s 

Last 

Year 

V-J 

Wage 

Before 

Month 

Month 

Ago 

Base 

War  in 

- -  —  - — — - - — - - - - 

-  - -  . 

Date* 

Europe 

AVERAGE 

156.4 

0.8 

12.2 

22.5 

57.1 

60.6 

Birmingham*  Ala, 

lYUol 

1.2 

lii.5 

22.6 

61.5 

66*6 

Boston,  Mas So 

151*9 

lei 

10  ,h 

20o8  ■ 

53*3 

56.4 

Buffalo,  N.  T* 

159  a  1 

0.9 

14.0 

23a 

56  a 

61.5 

Chicago,  Ill, 

16  C  ,  1 

1.1 

13*5 

25  >2 

58.2 

62*2 

Cincinnati.  Ohio 

160  cl| 

1,2 

lk*h 

2li.l 

61*0 

6^*9 

Denver,  Colo, 

155*7 

-0.1 

12.7 

21.9 

55*7 

57*9 

Detroit,  Mich© 

160 o2  ■ 

0,9 

llol 

22wi 

5806 

62*6 

Houston,  Texo 

15e.i1. 

0.5 

16.0 

24.3 

55*3  • 

'  57*3 

had ien  apolis,  Ind. • 

159*5  . 

0.9 

9m 

22c7 

56.4 

62c8 

Kansas  City,  Mo, 

150,5 

0.7 

10.3 

17*9 

52*9 

52.6 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

157.2 

0.6 

10. 5 

20,0 

53  0^ 

56.4 

Manchester,  N,  H, 

162. 1 

1.1 

«ea» 

23a 

61,8 

65*7 

New  York,  N,  Y,. 

157.5 

0.4 

9  e-5 

21.2 

55*9 

59*1 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

150*3 

0,8 

13*1 

23.3 

59 .6 

6I.9 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

162.6 

0,9 

15.9 

24.9 

6oc7 

65.2 

Portland,  Oreg0 

102,1 

0.4 

KM 

19.4 

58.9 

•61,9 

Richmond,  Va* 

153*8 

0,8 

— 

22c  0 

54r4 

56.9 

Savannah,  Ga0 

*• 

165.9 

0,1 

11.5 

. 

20*0 

63.6 

67a 

/ 


*  See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  page  3* 
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TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  INDEX 
INDEXES  BY  GROFFS  a  BY  CIT 


FOR  URGE  CITIES* 

,  JITIiY  15.  1947 


City  - 

All 

'terns 

»  1 
i 

- - - — 

"*1 "" 

ItL  0 1  £> 

gleet*  c 

-i  co  ; 

House-  1 
furnish¬ 
ings 

!iscel~ 

Laneous 

* 

i 

Food  .  j, 

i 

Appaxel* 

t 

Rent 

Total 

Gas  & 
Ele-ct- 
r ic ity 

Other  j 
Fuels 
&  Icq 

AVERAGE 

156.41 

195.1 

184*7  j 

110,0 

119  c  5 

9lo7 

146.6 

184.3 

139*5 

I 

Atlanta*  Gao 

«9 

194.5 

P 

128*1; 

?sa 

174.7 

<• 

p 

Baltimore 3  Mdo 

ry 

20i;o6  1 

m 

O 

127*9 

11-6.5 

138o  8 

•*» 

Birmingham 3  Ala* 

164*  I 

201*8  j 

I83  *6 

<s> 

126  a  8 

79.o 

165,6 

lY3»l 

136#5 

Bos ten >  Macs* 

1S1oQ 

183,5  | 

17606 

129*0 

105,4 

X4  1 0  / 

173.1 

135.3 

Buffalo*  N»  Y» 

159  ol 

136*7  1 

189*6 

rjm 

120,0 

95*4 

142.0 

195*3 

Xl+J  1. « b 

Chicago y  Ill* 

i6o,l 

198.4 ! 

i 

163*9 

€Tt 

115.2 

85,5 

1/4.6  ©  2 

1  [9  o4 

13  /  ok 

C ino innati »  Ohio 

160,1; 

194.3 1 

190,0 

C» 

116,2 

90.3 

Hio.4  i 

183,6 

140.5 

C I eve land 5  Ohi o 

** 

199  o7 

«n> 

«*» 

122.3 

IO4.9 

139  a  0 

V"  _ 

— 

Denver,,  Colo0 

155-7 

191*6 

182*5 

**  t 

101*0 

60c5 

138*3]  200*5 

13605 

Detroit ,  Mich* 

160*2 

191.4 1 

102,7 

•m 

124.0 

84.1 

154c  2 

192.4 

ipl.c 

Houston $  Texas 

158,1- 

198.7 

190  *4 

«• 

94.3 

81.9 

128.0 

134.0 

139.2 

Indianapoli s  >  Ind e 

159  *  5 

191.7 

176 , 2 

13.6*8 

125*8 

86 ,6 

148.7 

176«3 

12+3*4 

Jacksonville „  Fla# 

•r- 

201,8 

• 

- 

130*5 

92.8 

163.2 

- 

Kansas  City,  Mo 0 

156*5 

131. 3 

168. 5 

113*0 

112*6 

60*5 

152+o3  171 0  5 

138.3 

Dos  Angelos a  Calif* 

157*2 

193.3 

177.5 

115.7 

9k*  5 

39,5 

119.3 

178*8 

139.6 

Manchester,  N*  H* 

162*1 

192«6 

179.1 

» 

132.4 

94.6 

151.3 

188*1 

1 3  /  *2 

Memphis „  Tenn© 

210*1 

!  . 

«* 

, 

122  e  h 

77«0 

147.6 

0 

c* 

M i  lwauke  e ,  Term  © 

195*4 

i 

*0 

I 

124,0 

99,3 

141.6 

w  • 

%» 

M in ne apo  1 is „  M inn • 

132,5 

! 

! 

120,2 

77.0 

148*4 

■* 

.♦ 

Mobile,  Ala. 

s 

€=» 

196.6 

i 

fa 

120,1 

81;,  2 

148*3 

V 

n» 

New  Or  lo  a  ns  s  L<-,  • 

O 

207,2 

*=> 

«> 

j  108*6 

75a 

143,9 

r , 

-<7 

New  York*  IU  Y. 

157,5 

191.7 

!  191.6 

j  104*1 

117.5 

94.1 

153.6 

174.4 

] /+o«6 

Norfolk,  Va * 

i  199.5 

rsf 

I 

j 

125.5 

94*9 

149.3 

- 

«A 

Philadelphia*  Fa* 

156.5 

j 188*9 

181(,  8 

!  110,5 

1  ^ 

124.3 

97.8 

144.5 

|  182.2 
j 

138.5 

Pittsburgh,  Pa0 

162,6 

199.9 

|  207c 8 

TO 

127.0 

103 . 4 

167.7 

1  183,6 

136o6 

P  c  r  1 1 and ,  M a  in  e 

« 

138*1; 

« 

** 

12?  0  5 

90,2 

li+po  1 

Cf 

_  _  | 

Portland,  Or ego 

162,1 

202  0  7 

!  176  Jl 

<»> 

120,4 

89.9 

157.8 

175*2 

Richmond }  Va, 

155*8 

166,4 

|  185*2 

ts» 

120,2 

96.7 

134.5 

192,2 

132*1 

St*  Louis*  Mo. 

•Cf 

200,9 

i 

e» 

122,3 

94«  1 

147.3 

"** 

San  Fr an cisco.  Calif 

»  •*  -  - 

200,4 

1 

j  •  «• 

«•» 

1 

82,7 

72c  7 

1 118,2 

1 

i 

y* 

Savannah*  Ga, 

165*9 

207.4 

1 

- 177.9 

115*6 

123,2 

91 0  2 

150ol 

i  137,3 

143,7 

Scranton*  Pa* 

»■» 

196.1 

i 

=- 

•r 

127.2 

91.8 

12+8,9 

*• 

Seattle,  Wash, 

— 

197.1 

1 

1 

- 

112  o4 

86,8 

135  c  8 

i  . 

Washington,  D*  C* 

w*. 

190*2 

1^ 

t 

4-  -  • 

4- - 

120*0 

94®4 

137  oO 

± 

1  * 

See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  page  3* 
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TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  ISDM  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHARGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  C  IT  IE 3 
FROM  JUNE  15  TO  JULY  15,  19-1-7 


j  Fuel,  Elec die  Ice  i 


All 

(  t  0  E  -fy* 

VJ  -  v  O  vXi 

Other”1 

House- 

^  1  M  C%  -  -  "1 

j..  JL  0  L*  X 

C  i  tv 

Items 

Food 

Apparel* 

Rent 

To  ta  1 

Elec  fc- 

Fuels 

furnish- 

lancou 

1 

. 

r ic ity 

A  Ice 

ings 

AVERAGE 

0„8 

14 

-0„5 

0*7 

1-5  !  0 

i 

2c  5 

o«9 

0.3 

At lanta ,  Ga • 

* 

0.8 

— 0«  1 

-0»3 

0 

«*> 

<rr? 

Baltimore,  Md. 

n» 

1,2 

0 

■ 

«n 

2.3 

1.3 

3.0 

“* 

«• 

B irn ingham  ,  Ala « 

1,2 

2,3 

-0.1; 

6*9 

0 

9  ft  5 

0,8 

— 0  e  1 

Boston,  Mass* 

1.1 

2,2 

0.6 

I..2 

— oa  1 

1.6 

—  1 0  2 

-0e4 

Buffalo,  N«  Y * 

o«9 

O.Q 

1.6 

1.6 

0.5 

2.4 

2.7 

o*3 

Chicago,  Ill* 

lei 

2.3 

u*s 

2*5 

0 

4.1 

2.0 

-0,3 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

1.2 

1.7 

2.4 

m* 

0 

0 

0 

2*4 

oa 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

0*7 

0 

0 

0 

. 

MT. 

Denver,  Colo? 

■°0,i 

-0, 2 

-0,7 

mm 

1*5 

0 

2.4 

-0.2 

— 0<f  1 

Detroit,  Mich* 

0.9 

1*3 

0-3 

1.4 

0,5 

1*7 

ia 

0,6 

Houston,  Texas 

0.5 

1*5 

1,0 

-0.1 

0 

0 

-oa 

-o»4 

In  d  ia  nap  0 1  i  5 ,  Ind . 

0c9 

1.6 

-0.1 

1/0.7 

2,2 

0 

2,9 

-0.1 

0.6 

Jacksonville,  Fla* 

- 

1  »4 

“ 

— 

0 

0 

n 

0 

** 

rv. 

Kansas  City,  Mo* 

o*7 

0*  f 

-o»3 

2/2,6 

2,9 

06 

4.0 

oa 

0 

Los  Angeles,  Calif* 

0„6 

0 

0.2 

2/1 08 

0 

0 

0 

1*3 

o«9 

Manchester 

1*1 

1*2 

1.7 

fj 

0,7 

0 

0,9 

0*4 

1.2 

Memphis 

2*i  L 

— 

- 

5«3 

0 

7.0 

- 

<r* 

Mi lweukee 

- 

loU 

»*> 

ill 

0 

i*7 

- 

u 

Minne  ap  0 1 i s ,  Minn • 

■ 

•*•0  *  i 

- 

o*»> 

4,6 

-2,4 

7a 

»•> 

Mobile,  Ala* 

0-.9 

~ 

*»' 

1*6 

0,1 

2,2 

** 

New  Orleans,  La. 

1.7 

- 

- 

1.0 

0 

1.6 

«n 

• 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

OJl 

2.0 

**>4,  6 

2/0 ,6 

0*5 

oa 

1,1 

0.7 

0.4 

Nor  folic,  Va. 

- 

0.8 

V* 

0 

0 

0 

Philadelphia*  Pa* 

0.6 

1,0 

-0,3 

1/2*6 

1*3 

0 

2,0 

ia 

0 

Vjm 

Pittsburgh,  pa. 

0.9 

1.5 

-O06 

9 1 

y  0  a 

0.1 

11,3 

2. 1 

oa 

Portland,  Maine 

1,7 

.. 

0 

0.1 

0 

- 

«■** 

Portland,  Creg, 

0.1- 

l.G 

-0,6 

rr. 

0 

0 

z  ^ 

*>c 

-0.6 

0 

Richmond,  Va. 

0.8 

1*4 

-0,5 

aw 

2*0 

0 

3r.O 

ia 

0,4 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

tm 

2.1 

.*• 

4«S' 

0 

7*9 

r« 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

1.0 

0 

0 

0 

~ 

Savannah,  Ga. 

0,1 

-1.0 

3-1 

2/0.4 

0 

0 

0 

—  1,0 

!  oa 

Scranton,  Pa* 

** 

0,6 

C-.J 

0.5 

0 

0,7 

9m 

Seattle,  Wash, 

2.0 

•*0 

1  0 

0 

0 

mm 

- 

Washington,  D*  C. 

tm 

-0.4 

- 

i  0,9 

0 

1,3 

mm 

** 

1 

\ - 1 - 


*  See  General  Explanation  of  Tables  on  page  3» 
l/  Change  from  February  1947* 

2/  Change  from  January  194?* 
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OOiCTMERS*  PP.XCE  IHDEX  -  AUGUST  15,  IQkj 
Consumers  ’  Prices  Advance  to  Key  All-Time  High  in  August 


...lie  complete  index  shoving  changes  ' 
between  mid-July  and.  mid-August  for  all  ■ 
large  cities  combined  is  given  in  this 
report.  Preliminary  figures  were  re- 
loasod  October  17, 


ri+leq  roJUc°a  PaM  S°C&S  anft  3erviceB  ^  moderate-income  twiXU*  in  lar^e 

Lab 0rO'-;!3ld;J'J'y  t'5  al4*A'jeuot>  wording  to  the  Bureau  of 
f  ’  *S'  Department  of  labor.  Retail  prices  advanced  for  on 

for  lV3t'S3^t^T^4t^*Srh?^fl8Mn8£i'  ®16  oon8unera'  prlca  i^ex 
Mnh  for  eJ  1  f:  11  ^2*32  average,  establishes  a  new  all-time 

i  +1  r  c'n°  third  consecutive  swath.  The  August  index  was  11  2  percent  hie-h  ^ . 

level?  ^  a8°'  20'^  p6rCent  ab°Ve  Jtm&  19k6'  6:nd  62“6  Percent  over  the  August  1239 

chief  con*X*o^^0t^0t  rl88  °f  1‘8  parcoct  in  retail  Prices  <*  foods  van  the 
In' tL f  ;u;h  •  t  :TTaDe  5r-  th0  total  index.  The  usual  seasonal  increase 
th.,  f.‘t  '  V  A  ^  *S  c"bQUv  °0  percent.  Foods  now  represent  non  then  b3  percent  of 
the  total  index.  According  to  preliminary  figures  coroUed  by  the  B  -t-L  ULd 

September  V-ith  .  £ddltl“"al  i  *?  4  Percent  on  the  average  between  August  end 
p  b  '  "lth  the  unual  seasonal  increase  being  about  1.3  percent,  . 

rroduct'-  f™gpU  rriCCLv0r  aU  0UU  of^eata  (un  3.7  percent  on  the  average),  dairv 
1  7  -tre  »••>■’* T.‘  ’  v  rC'"1  'A?4  BgR3  -UP  percent)  were  mainly  responsible  for  th"' 
1U  -  J’°e  between  ^u-3'  and  August  in  the  total  food  group  and  ror-'  thnn 
ortset  an  overage  decrease  of  1.9  percent  for  fats  and  oil3S^d  sea^sal  decM^  s 
in  fruits  and  vegetable  prices  (down  1,1  percent  over  the  month)  ^ 

with  men.eluSfif^erTnff  h^hor  in  mid- July  than  in  mid-August, 

Higher  prl..e„  -he  Lu  h‘  rt  -  clotn  coats  -loading  the  price  advance, 

hd  -Le  *  V  ?  ,  f sported  lor  women's  wool  dresses  and  suits  and  rayon  dresses 

tocon'St-f  f  lPriChS  °f  3h°3E'  particularly  children's,  moved  up  as  prices™ 
--“co”;  d  fev  UU  Vs  reflef04  costs  of  leather.  Reduced  prices  were 

•as  lover  pri^oUniT  °f  hous®fliri?ishlrjSa  decreased  fractionally  on  the  average 

r.ialir  LU-VLe’1  a  -1”8  f00®  lurnituro»  bedding,  radios  and  curtains  balanced 
ri3ing  priC0D  cf  refrigerators,  washing  machines  and  stoves. 


'i 


LS  48-1148 


2 


Mid-Augunt  prices  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  averaged  0.2  percent 
higher  than  in  mid-July  as  prices  of  automobiles,  gasoline  and  motor  oil  again  ad¬ 


vanced.  Prices  paid  for  services  in 
dry  cleaning  establishments,,  as  well 


barber  and. beauty  shops ,  dental  offices  and 
as  telephone  rates,  advanced  over  the  month. 


Retell  prices  of  coal  continued 
in  utility  rates,  advanced  the  total  fuel 
August . 


to  move  upward,  and  scattered  increases 
and  ice  group  by  3.6  percent  from  July  to 


Residential  rents  in  large  cities  continued  to  advance  under  the  modified 
rent  controls  of  the  Housing  and  Rent  Act,  About  12  percent  of  all  tenants  in  7 
cities  surveyed  in  August  had  their  rent  increased  between  July  and  August.  Between 
July  15  and  August  Id  rents  for  family  dwellings  rose  1,1  percent  on  the  average, 
bringing  the  rent  index  to  111.2  (l93!3-39  ~  100. 0) „  Average  rent  increases  from 
early  spring  to  August  ranged  from  0.4  percent  in  Washington,  D.  C,  to  4.2  percent 
in  Memphis  and  5.4  percent  in  Birmingham, 


o 
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GENERAL  EXPT  AJRATiON 

1  * 

The  "consumers '  price  index  for  moderate - income  families  in  largo  cities,” 
formerly  knovi  1  as  the  '  coat  of  living  index”  measures  average  changes  in  retail 
prices  of  selected  goods,  rents,  and  services,  weighted  by  quantities  bought  by 
fem.il ice  of  wage  earners  and  moderate -income  workers  in  large  cities  in  1934-36. 

The  items  priced  for  the  index  conn i tut ed  about  70  percent  of  the  expenditures  of 
city  families  whose  income-  averaged  $1524  in  1934-3 6. 

The  indexes  are  based  on  tine -to -time  changes  in  the  price  of  goods  and 
services  purchased  by  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities.  They  do  not  in¬ 
dicate  whether  it  coats  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another. 


Food  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  r}6  cities  during  the  first  three  days 
of  the  week  which  includes  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.  Aggregate  costs  of  food  in 
each  city,-  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and 
moderate -income  workers,  have  been  combined  for  the  united.  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights.  In  August  1947  the  number  of  foods  included  in  the  index  was 
reduced  from  6l  to  50, 

Prices  of  apparel,  housefurnishiiffig ^  end  miscellaneous  goods  and  services 
ore  obtained  in  10  key  cities  each  month  end  in  ST  other  large  cities  quarterly. 
Trices  are : collected-  for  &  of  the  2k  quarterly  cities  each  month.  The  schedule 
for  pricing  commodities  and  services  in  individual  cities  is  as  follows: 


Every  .  - 
Month 

Birmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Detroit 

Houston 

Los  Angeles 

Ile-v  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


January ,  April , 
July,  October 

Buffalo 
Denver 
Indianapolis 
Kansas  City 
Manchester 
Portland,  Ore, 
Richmond 
Savannah 


February,  May, 
August,  November 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

New  Orleans 

Norfolk 

Scranton 

Seattle 

Washington 


March,  June, 
September ,  December 

Baltimore 
Jacks onvi lie 
Memphis 
Md nneapolis 
Mobile 

Port. land.  Me. 


Louis 


O  , 


San  Francisco 


Fuel  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  each  of  the  34  large  cities.  Informa¬ 
tion  on  rents  is  obtained  at  least  quarterly  in  each  city. 
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,,,  1  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX.  FOU  MODERATE- INCOL1F  FAMILIES 

COMBINED*  FOR  StfiCIFIEO  DATES .  BY  GROUPS 
ADD  HERBERT  C BARGES 


TABLk 

FOR  URGE  CITIES 

INDEX S3 


Group 


! 

i 


Aug.  15 
1947 


1 

Jul  y  15 

June  15 

Aug,  15  !  June  15 

Aug.  If 

194? 

1947 

1946 

1946 

1939 

Ssk2£' 


5-39  *  100J) 

4fr-  »— *  -  ■  <*rn*m*+. ■•* 


ALL  ITEMS 
All  Foods 
Cereals 
Meats , 


&  baker}  products 
Poultry  &  Fish 


Dairy  deducts 


Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 


Beverages 
Fata  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 
Apparel 
Rent  ' 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 
Gas  &  o.lectricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 
Rous  e Turn is Rings 
Miscellaneous 


ALL  ITEMS 
All  Foods 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 
Meats ,  Poultry  &  Fiuh 
Da iry  pr oduct s 
Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
Beverages 
Fats  <A  oils 
Sugar  fit  avieetc 
Apparel 
Rout 

Fuel,  electricity  fir  ice 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  X  ice 
Houacf  unii  sh3  ngs 
Miscellaneous 


160,3 

158,4 

157,1 

144.1 

133*3 

93.6 

196,5 

193  a 

190, 5 

171*2 

145,6 

93.5 

155*7 

155.0 

154,6 

135*4 

122,1 

93.4 

228*4 

220,2 

216,9 

186,6 

134.0 

95.7 

183,8 

■*  r/C>  <> 

•VI*  •'  4  O 

171, 5 

130,1 

147.3 

93.1 

212,3 

203,0 

183.0 

173.6 

147,1 

90.7 

.  199*8 

202,0 

205.0 

178,3" 

183.5 

92,4 

181,7 

180,8 

181,3 

126,6- 

125,4 

94*9 

176.5 

182,0 

188,3 

180.3 

126,4 

84.5 

1*70  i> 

179*7 

179,7 

140,3 

136,2 

95.6 

185,9 

Til  2 

164,7 

110,0 

135.7 

109,2 

161,2 

108,7 

157*2 

108,5 

100.3 

104.3 

123*6 

119.5 

117*7 

113*7 

3.10,5 

97.5 

92*0 

91.7 

91*7 

91.8 

92.1 

99.0 

154,6 

146.6 

143,0 

135.0 

3-26,4 

96,3 

184,2 

184*3 

132,6 

160,0 

156,1 

3.00,6 

139,6 

139,3 

139,1 

129,3 

127*9 

100,4 

Percent 

Changes 

to  August 

.iS.J4.41 

1,2 

2.0 

11,2 

20,3 

62,6 

H, 

1,3- 

3*1 

14.8 

35*0 

110,2 

M* 

0,3 

0,7 

15.0 

27.5 

66,7 

3.7 

5.3 

22.4 

70.4 

138.7 

«k 

2,8 

7.2 

2.1 

24-.  4 

97,4 

4 ,6 

16,0 

22,3 

44*3 

134.1 

m 

*•  j.  ,  ?>. 

-2,5 

12,1 

8,9 

116.2 

m 

0,5 

0,2 

43*5 

f  /  o 
'40  9  y 

91.5 

m 

-1*9 

-5.2 

*1,0 

41.2 

111.2 

0.1 

0,1 

28.2 

32.0 

68,1 

mm 

0,6 

0,1 

15*3 

18.3 

85.3 

m 

1,1 

1,8 

2*3 

.  2,5 

6,6 

•» 

3.6 

p*#- 

8,9 

12,0 

27.0 

0,3 

0,3 

0,2 

•  -0,1 

—7  ,1 

5.6 

8,3 

14.7 

20,6 

60.7 

•0,1 

0,9 

15.1 

18,0 

83.1 

** 

0,2 

0,5 

7,7 

9.3 

39.2 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 
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TABLE  2  -  CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  INDEX  FOB  IAROE  CITIES* 
AUGUST  INDEXES  AND  PSBCENT  CHANGES  TO  AUGUST  15,  1047 
FBOM  SPECIFIED  DATES .  BY  CITIES 


AVERAGE 


Indexes 


City 


1935-39  - 

100.0 

Aug.  15 


19^7 

160.3 


Surveyed  Monthly 

i 

Bi  rminghain 

166.6 

•  Boston 

154.5 

Chicago 

162.7 

162.2 

Cincinnati 

■  Detroit 

162.8 
159.  7 

Houston 

L03  Angeles 

157.3 

New  York 

158.6 

Philadelphia 

159  •  5 

Pittsburgh 

164.9 

Surveyed  Quarterly 

Atlanta 

162.2 

Cleveland 

163.0 

Milwaukee 

159.0 

New  Orleans 

168.5 

Norfolk 

163.6 

Scranton 

162.8 

Seattle 

161.8 

Washington 

159.1 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 


Percent  Changes  to  August  15,  19L7  from 


July  15 

j  June  15 

Aug .  15 

June  15 

1  Aug.  Ip 

1947 

-L- 3-9*7 

1946 

1946 

|  1939 

1.2 

2.0 

11.2 

j  20.3 

i 

62.6 

1.5 

2.8 

12.1 

22.1 

69.1 

1.7 

2.8 

10.4 

20.8 

59.1 

1.6 

2.8 

13.0 

24.3 

64.8 

1.1 

2o 

13.0 

22.7 

66.7 

1.6 

2.6 

12.0 

3-9.4 

65.0 

0.8 

1.3 

13.5 

22.-4 

58.6 

0.4 

1.0 

9.1 

-15. 9 

57.0 

0.7 

1.1 

8.9 

16.8 

60.2 

c.a 

1.5 

11.0 

20.4 

63.1 

Uk 

2.4 

13.0 

22.4 

67.6 

- 

1.9 

1 

21.2 

65.5 

- 

1.7 

10.9 

20.1 

63.0 

- 

1.5 

- 

21.2 

63.9 

- 

0  h 

«  *T 

- 

C.d  .  J. 

69.O 

- 

l-J  1 

~ 

21.0 

67.3 

- 

1.6 

- 

23.1 

69.6 

- 

2  2 

-  a  C..  » 

11.7 

13.1 

6l.  3 

2.0  j 

* 

i 

11.6 

1 

18. 0 

61.4 

Page  6 
August  1947 


TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES,  AUGUST  15,  19^7 


(Indexes  1935-39  -  100.0) 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel  ! 

Rent 

fuel, 

Elect. 

5s  Ice  | 

House - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Other  j 
Fuels  j; 
*a  Ice 

AVERAGE 

160.3 

196.5 

185.9 

111. 

2 

123.8 

92. C 

154.8  | 

184.2  . 

139.8 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

162.2 

198.9 

184.1 

136.9 

78.3 

190.7 

186.2 

146.1 

Baltimore,  Md. 

mm 

206.9 

mm 

... 

*T  *7 

0  i 

H5.5 

146.7 

- 

- 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

166.6 

204.8 

187.6 

131.6 

128.3 

79.6 

165 . 6 

173.5 

138.2 

Boston.  Mass. 

154.5 

187.9 

178.8 

mm 

1 

133.5 

106.3 

148.1  | 

173.3 

136.1 

Buffalo,  II.  Y. 

- 

192.4 

- 

j  124.9 

95.  A 

15-I.I  j 

- 

mm 

Chicago,  Ill, 

162.7 

203.1 

186.3 

- 

118.7 

83.5 

155.3  j 

176.8 

13S.9 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

162.2 

198.3 

187.2 

mm 

i 

125.6 

90.6 

158.8 

181.2 

141.4 

Cleveland.  Ohio 

163.0 

204.3 

I83.6 

m>* 

130.6 

104.  oi 

155.3 

169.5 

133.9 

Denver,  CqIo. 

— 

195. 8 

mm 

- 

106.2 

68.5 

149.2 

- 

- 

Detroit,  Mich. 

162.8 

195*5 

184.5 

m 

| 

134.1 

84.1 

172.1 

193.8 

152.4 

Houston,  Texas 

159.7 

200.3 

192.2 

- 

I 

9^.3 

81.9 

128. C 

185.5 

140.4 

Indianapolis,  Ind, 

- 

195.5 

- 

- 

i 

135.7 

66.6 

164.5 

— 

Jacksonville,  F3a. 

205.0 

• 

• 

1 

153 .6 

94.1 

167.7 

- 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

183.5 

- 

115.2 

66.7 

159.5 

- 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

157.8 

195*4 

178.4 

- 

94.5 

89.3 

119.3 

176.7 

140 . 0 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

- 

196.8 

- 

- 

137.5 

94.6 

158.9 

- 

- 

Memphis,  Term. 

- 

213.5 

120. 

5 

122.8 

77.0 

148.1 

_ 

- 

Milwaukee ,  Wise . 

159.0 

196.8 

183.3 

- 

i 

131.8 

93.4 

154.6 

135.5 

135.1 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

187.4 

— 

~ 

121.6 

77.0 

150.8 

! 

- 

- 

Mobile,  Ala. 

- 

200.8 

- 

- 

122.8 

84.3 

153.  C 

!  - 

- 

New  Orleans,  La. 

168.5 

211.0 

191.5 

108. 

4 

109.3 

75.1 

145.8 

182.8 

139.2 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

158.6 

194.3 

190.6 

- 

120.5 

95.4 

159.2 

174.9 

140.6 

Norfolk,  Va. 

163.6 

203.2 

178.7 

- 

130.7 

94.9 

158.8 

182.8 

143.4 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

159.5 

191.7 

181.8 

- 

127.0 

97.8 

15C.  7 

| 182.1 

133.3 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

164.9 

202.0 

212.2 

112. 

2 

127.0 

103. 3 

167.7 

1189.3 

136.6 

Portland,  Maine 

- 

191.0 

- 

- 

133.1 

96.6 

151.1 

i 

- 

Portland,  Oreg. 

- 

205.0 

- 

- 

121.6 

91.3 

158.8 

- 

- 

Richmond,  Va. 

• 

194.3 

- 

- 

126.6 

96.7 

144.8 

- 

- 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

- 

205.0 

- 

m 

124.5 

94.1 

151.5 

|  * 

- 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

• 

200.4 

i 

- 

82.7 

72.7 

118.2 

i  - 
1 

— 

Savannah,  Ga. 

215.1 

1 

1 

1 

t 

!  - 

133.5 

91.2 

158.4 

!  - 

1 

- 

Scranton,  Pa. 

162.8 

199.5 

191.1 

103. 

4“ 

133.4 

91.8 

153.7 

173.7 

134.1 

Seattle,  VI ash. 

161.  s 

20C.  3 

180.3 

114. 

5 

117.4 

86.6 

142.9 

179.7 

144.2 

Washington,  P.  C. 

159.1 

197.1 

208.3 

[ 

101. 

1 

1 

124.5 

i 

j  94.4 

i  3.44.6 

1 

) 

193.9 

i 

144.8 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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\ 

fHE  trfejHMfiY  IBs 
DEC  3  1947 


Consumers’  Prices  Continue  to  Advance  from  August  to  September 


UMi  i  1  ur  ILLiHUiii 


The  complete  index  showing  changes 
between  mid-August  and  mid-September  for 
all  large  cities  combined  is  given  in  this 
report.  Preliminary  figures  vere  released 
November  14. 


Retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  purchased  by  mode rate -income  families 
in  large  cities  rose  2.2  percent  from  mid-August  to  mid-September,  according  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  U.S,  Department  of  Labor.  The  consumers’  price  index 
for  September  19^7  reached  a  record  high  of  163.8  percent  of  the  1935-39  base  period; 
12.3  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago,  22.9  percent  above  June  1946,  and  66,1  percent 
over  the  August  1939  level. 

Prices  of  all  major  groups  of  items  advanced;  foods  were  up  3.6  percent, 
rents  2.2  percent,  housefurnishings  1.8  percent,  apparel  0.9  percent,  fuels  and 
ice  0.6  percent,  and  miscellaneous  goods  0.7  percent.  All  items  other  than  foods 
rose  1.2  percent  on  the  average. 

The  3.6  percent  rise  in  food  prices  over  the  month  (more  than  twice  the 
usual  seasonal  increase  at  this  time  of  year)  brought  the  food  index  for  September 
1947  to  203.5  percent  on  the  1935-39  average;  39.8  percent  higher  than  in  June  1946 
and  10  percent  above  the  June  1920  peak  following  World  War  I.  Meats  advanced  5.3 
percent,  dairy  products  6.2  percent,  eggs  11,1  percent,  beverages  2.9  percent, 
cereals  and  bakery  products  1.3  percent,  and  sugar  and  sweets  0.7  percent.  Fruits 
and  vegetables  moved  down  0.8  percent,  due  chiefly  to  a  decline  of  5.1  percent  for 
canned  goods.  Fats  and  oils  decreased  1.1  percent  as  lower  prices  for  oleomargarine 
and  shortening  more  than  offset  a  seasonal  rise  of  9  percent  in  the  price  of  lard. 

Higher  prices  for  living  room  and  bedroom  furniture,  bedding,  dinnerware, 
refrigerators,  washing  machines  and  other  electrical  appliances  advanced  the  house¬ 
furnishings  index  1.8  percent  from  August  to  September  to  a  level  of  20  percent  above 
June  1946.  Scattered  decreases  were  reported  for  radios. 

Apparel  prices  in  large  cities  averaged  0.9  percent  higher  in  September 
than  in  August.  Higher  prices  were  reported  for  men’s  and  women’s  woolen  clothing  and 
children’s  cotton  and  wool  items.  Prices  were  higher  for  rayon  dresses  and  slips 
and  cotton  yard  goods.  Prices  of  shoes,  especially  children's,  continued  to  advance 
in  a  majority  of  the  cities.  In  the  18  cities  surveyed  in  September, increases  in  the 
apparel  group  over  the  last  3  months  ranged  from  5  percent  in  Memphis  to  less  than 
1  percent  in  Mobile  and  Philadelphia,  while  apparel  prices  averaged  6  percent  lower 
in  New  York.  This  divergent  trend  in  New  York  City  results  mainly  from  extended 
sales,  competitive  morkdowns  and  the  return  of  lower  priced  apparel  on  store  counters . 
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Residential  rents  in  large  cities  continued  to  advance  under  the  modified 
controls  of  the  Housing  and  Rent  Act.  Between  August  15  and  September  15  rents  for 
family  dwellings  rose  2.2  percent,  bringing  the  rent  index  to  113.6  (1935-39  =  100 ). 

Higher  prices  for  both  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  and  fuel  oil  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  reported  in  some  cities;  and  scattered  increases  in  gas  and  electric 
rates  resulting  from  the  increased  cost  of  coal,  advanced  the  total  fuel  electricity 
and  ice  group  0.6  percent  over  the  month. 

Mid-September  prices  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  averaged  0.7 
percent  higher  than  in  mid-August  as  prices  of  automobiles  continued  to  advance. 
Higher  prices  were  also  reported  for  motor  oil  and  household  paper  products,  while 
toilet  and  laundry  soaps  decreased  in  most  cities. 
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The  ’’consumers'  price  index  for  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities  ” 
formerly  known  as  the  cost  of  living  index"  measures  average  changes  in  retail 
prices  of  selected  goods,  rents,  and  services  weighted  by  quantities  bought  in  1934-36 
by  families  of  wage  earners  and  mo derate -income  workers  in  large  cities  whose  incomes  . 
averaged  $1524  in  1934-36. 

The  indexes  are  based  on  tirae-to-time  changes  in  the  prices  of  goods  and 
services  purchased  by  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities.  They  do  not  indicate 
whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another. 

Food  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  three  days 
o  the  week  which  includes  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.  Aggregate  costs  of  food  in 
each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and 
moderate -income  workers  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 

population  weights.  In  August  1947  the  number  of  foods  included  in  the  index  was 
reduced  from  6l  to  50. 


g.rlc.es  of  apparel,  housefurnishings ,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services 
are  obtained  in  10  key  cities  each  month  and  in  24  other  large  cities  quarterly. 
Prices  are  collected  for  8  of  the  24  quarterly  cities  each  month.  The  schedule  for 
pricing  commodities  and  services  in  individual  cities  is  as  follows: 


Every 

Month 


January,  April, 
July,  October 


February,  May, 
August,  November 


March,  June, 
September,  December 


Birmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Detroit 

Houston 

Los  Angeles 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


Buffalo 
Denver 
Indianapolis 
Kansas  City 
Manchester 
Portland,  Ore. 
Richmond 
Savannah 


Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

New  Orleans 

Norfolk 

Scranton 

Seattle 

Washington 


Baltimore 
Jacksonville 
Memphis 
Minneapolis 
Mob  ile 

Portland,  Me. 
St.  Louis 
San  Francisco 


Fuel  Prices  are  collected  monthly  in  each  of  the  34  large  cities, 
formation  on  rents  is  obtained  at  least  quarterly  in  each  city. 


In- 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE -INCOME  FAMILIES 
FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Group 

Sept.  15 

1947 

Aug.  15 

1947 

June  15 

191*7 

Sept.  15 
1946 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 
1939 

Indexes  1935-39  =  100.0 

ALL  ITEMS 

163.8 

160.3 

157.1 

145.9 

133.3 

98.6 

All  Foods 

203.5 

196.5 

190.5 

174.1 

145.6 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

157.8 

155.7 

154.6 

137.3 

122.1 

93.4 

Meats,  Poultry  &  Fish 

240.6 

228.4 

216.9 

188.5 

134.0 

95.7 

Dairy  products 

195.2 

183.8 

171.5 

186.6 

147.8 

93.1 

Eggs 

235.9 

212.3 

183.0 

193.3 

147.1 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

198.2 

199.8 

205.0 

176.4 

183.5 

92.4 

Beverages 

I87.O 

181.7 

181.3 

162.0 

125.4 

94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

176.6 

178.5 

188.3 

151.4 

126.4 

84.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

181.1 

179.8 

179.7 

141.5 

136.2 

95.6 

Apparel 

187.6 

185.9 

185.7 

165.9 

157.2 

100.3 

Rent 

113.6 

111.2 

109.2 

108.8 

108.5 

104.3 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

124.6 

123.8 

117.7 

114.4 

110.5 

97.5 

Gas  &  electricity 

92.1 

92.0 

91.7 

91.7 

92.1 

99.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

156.3 

154.8 

143.0 

136.5 

128.4 

96.3 

Housefurnishings 

187.5 

184.2 

182.6 

165.6 

156.1 

100.6 

Miscellaneous 

140.8 

139.8 

139.1 

129.9 

127.9 

100.4 

Percent  Changes  to  September  15, 

1947 

ALL  ITEMS 

2.2 

4.3 

12.3 

22.9 

66 . 1 

All  Foods 

- 

3.6 

6.8 

16.9 

39.8 

117.6 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

- 

1.3 

2.1 

14.9 

29.2 

69.0 

Meats,  Poultry  &  Fish 

- 

5.3 

10.9 

27.6 

79.6 

151.4 

Dairy  products 

- 

6.2 

13.8 

4.6 

32.1 

109.7 

Eggs 

- 

11.1 

28.9 

22.0 

60.4 

160.1 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

- 

-0.8 

-3.3 

12.4 

8.0 

114.5 

Beverages 

- 

2.9 

3.1 

15  =  4 

49.1 

97.0 

Fats  &  oils 

- 

-1.1 

-6.2 

16.6 

39.7 

109.0 

Sugar  &  sweets 

- 

0.7 

0.8 

28.0 

33.0 

89.4 

Apparel 

- 

0.9 

1.0 

13.1 

19.3 

87.0 

Rent 

- 

2.2 

4.0 

4.4 

4.7 

8.9 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

- 

0.6 

5.9 

8.9 

12.8 

27.8 

Gas  &  electricity 

- 

0.1 

0.4 

0.4 

0 

-  7.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

- 

1.0 

9.3 

14.5 

21.7 

62.3 

Housefurnishings 

- 

1.8 

2.7 

13.2 

20.1 

86.4 

Miscellaneous 

— 

0.7 

1.2 

8.4 

10.1 

40.2 

*See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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TABLE  2  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
SEPTEMBER  INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  SEPTEMBER  15  1947 

FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES  ' 
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TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES,  SEPTEMBER  15,  1947 


(Indexes  1935-39  =  100. 0) 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

Rent 

Fuel 

,  Elect.  &  Ice 

House - 
Furnish¬ 
ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Total 

Gao  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

AVERAGE 

163.8 

203.5 

187.6 

113.6 

124.6 

92.1 

156.3 

187.5 

140.8 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

- 

209.4 

• 

«. 

136.8 

78.2 

190.7 

Baltimore,  Md. 

167.8 

212.8 

187.0 

111.5 

132.8 

115.5 

146.8 

193.8 

141.2 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

169.1 

210.9 

188.0 

- 

128.8 

79.6 

165.6 

176.7 

139.1 

Boston,  Mass. 

158.6 

195.3 

180.4 

110.3 

133.6 

106.6 

148.1 

177.2 

136.2 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

- 

196.5 

- 

- 

125.4 

96.0 

151.5 

_ 

Chicago,  Ill. 

168.3 

211.0 

189.2 

127.6 

118.7 

83.5 

155.2 

178.1 

139.4 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

166.3 

206.7 

190.0 

109.2 

126.0 

90.8 

159.5 

181.6 

142.3 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

- 

211.0 

- 

- 

131.7 

104.9 

157.3 

- 

• 

Denver,  Colo. 

- 

199.0 

- 

- 

106.2 

68.5 

149.2 

- 

— 

Detroit,  Mich. 

164.2 

197.4 

186.8 

- 

134.1 

84.1 

172.1 

199.6 

153.7 

Houston,  Texas 

162.1 

206.4 

196.5 

- 

94.4 

81.9 

128.0 

186.7 

140.9 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

- 

203.0 

- 

- 

135.7 

86.6 

164.6 

- 

- 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

168.5 

209.1 

180.3 

116.5 

133.9 

94.1 

168.4 

172.5 

152.5 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

- 

193.5 

- 

- 

117.2 

66.9 

163.1 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

161.6 

204.2 

182.9 

- 

94.5 

89.3 

119.3 

179.6 

140.7 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

- 

201.3 

- 

- 

137.5 

94.6 

158.9 

- 

Memphis,  Term. 

169.0 

220.5 

204. 6 

- 

122.8 

77.0 

148.1 

168.7 

133.5 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

- 

200.1 

- 

- 

131.7 

98.3 

154.8 

- 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

162.1 

197.2 

194.7 

119.6 

124.1 

78.4 

153.9 

186.9 

141.8 

Mobile,  Ala. 

164.3 

206.8 

183.3 

119.7 

123.0 

84.3 

153.4 

170.7 

133*9 

New  Orleans,  La. 

- 

216.8 

- 

- 

109.3 

75.1 

145.8 

New  York,  N. 

161.9 

203.0 

188.9 

- 

124.4 

95.6 

168.7 

176.4 

140.9 

Norfolk,  Va. 

- 

210.7 

- 

- 

130.1 

93.7 

158.8 

— 

a. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

163.2 

199.8 

183.4 

- 

129.1 

97.8 

153.2 

186.3 

139.0 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

168,2 

209.8 

216.1 

127.6 

103.3! 

169.4 

189.5 

137.0 

Portland,  Me. 

159.2 

193.6 

183.3 

108.0 

133.2 

96.7 

151.1 

183.1 

142.7 

Portland,  Ore. 

- 

209.9 

- 

- 

121.6 

91.3 

158.8 

— 

Richmond,  Va. 

- 

203.8 

- 

- 

126.2 

95.6 

144.8 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

165.4 

215.9 

183.2 

113.1 

124.5 

94.1 

151.5 

164.7 

134  ..7 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

165.7 

210.4 

178.8 

110.4 

82.7 

72.7 

118.2 

157.1 

150.  3 

Savannah,  Ga. 

- 

220.3 

_ 

a. 

133.3 

'91.2 

158.0 

Scranton,  Pa. 

- 

206.6 

- 

- 

134.1 

91.8 

159.9 

Seattle,  Wash. 

- 

206.0 

- 

- 

117.7 

88,1 

142.4 

— 

.. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

** 

202.9 

• 

125.6 

94.4 

146.5 

- 

- 

*See  General  Explanation  on  Page  3. 
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TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 

PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  AUGUST  15  TO  SEPTEMBER  15,  1947 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

Rent 

Fuel, 

Elec . 

&  Ice 

House - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

-IMiscel- 

llaneous 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Other 
Fuels 
8c  Ice 

AVERAGE 

2.2 

3.6 

0.9 

2.2 

0.6 

0.1 

1.0 

1.8 

i 

0.7 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

— 

5.3 

-0.1 

-0.1 

0 

i 

i 

Baltimore,  Md. 

am 

2.9 

- 

a/4.0 

0.1 

0 

0.1 

i 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

1.5 

3.0 

0.1 

— 

0 

0 

0 

1.8 

0.7 

Boston,  Mass. 

2.7 

3.9 

0.9 

bA.5 

0.1 

0.3 

0 

2.3 

0.1 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

- 

2.1 

- 

- 

0.4 

0.6 

0.3 

Chicago,  Ill. 

3.4 

3.9 

1.6 

c/9.6 

0 

0 

-0.1 

0.7 

0.4 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

2.5 

4.2 

1.5 

d/2.7 

0.3 

0 

0.4 

0.2 

0.6 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

- 

3.3 

~ 

— 

0.8 

0 

1.3 

Denver,  Colo. 

- 

1.6 

mm 

— 

0 

0 

0 

Detroit,  Mich. 

0.9 

1.0 

1.2 

— 

0 

0 

0 

3.0 

0.9 

Houston,  Texas 

1.5 

2.8 

2.2 

• 

0.1 

0 

0 

0.6 

0,4 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

- 

3.8 

- 

- 

0 

0 

0.1 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

2.0 

b/3.3 

0.2 

0 

0.4 

mm 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

- 

5.4 

mm 

1.7 

0.3 

2.3 

_ 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

2.4 

4.5 

2.5 

- 

0 

0 

0 

1.6 

0.5 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

- 

2.3 

- 

— 

0 

0 

0 

mm 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

- 

3.3 

- 

— 

0 

0 

0 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

- 

1.7 

- 

- 

-0.1 

-0.1 

0 

•m 

- 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

_ 

5.2 

b/7.^ 

2.1 

1.8 

2.1 

Mobile,  Ala. 

- 

3.0 

- 

b/2.7 

0.2 

0 

0.3 

New  Orleans,  La. 

- 

2.7 

- 

— 

0 

0 

0 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

2.1 

4.5 

-1.0 

— 

3.2 

0.2 

6.0 

0.9 

0.2 

Norfolk,  Va. 

- 

3.7 

- 

- 

-0.5 

-1.3 

0 

mm 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

2.3 

4.2 

0.9 

- 

1.0 

0 

1.7 

2.3 

0.5 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

2.0 

3.9 

1.8 

0.5 

0 

1.0 

0.1 

0.3 

Portland,  Me. 

- 

1.4 

- 

e/1.8 

0.1 

0.1 

0 

Portland,  Ore. 

% 

2.4 

- 

0 

0 

0 

Richmond,  Va. 

- 

4.9 

- 

— 

-0.3 

-1.1 

0 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

- 

5.3 

- 

d/6.4 

0 

0 

0 

_ 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

- 

5.0 

- 

t/3A 

0 

0 

0 

- 

- 

Savannah,  Ga. 

• 

2.4 

n 

-0.1 

0 

-0.3 

Scranton,  Pa. 

- 

3.6 

- 

- 

0.5 

0 

0.8 

Seattle,  Wash. 

- 

2.8 

- 

— 

0.3 

1.5 

-0.3 

'  mm 

Washington,  D.  C. 

*See  General  Exr»lann.t- 

on  nn 

2.9 

nnerp  "3 

• 

0.9 

0 

1.3 

- 

- - X- -  f 

cj  Change  from  January  1947. 
b /  Change  from  March  1947. 
c/  Change  from  May  1947. 
d/  Change  from  June  1947 


ej  Change  from  April  1947. 
f/  Change  from  February  1947 . 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

1 

Fuel, 

Elec.' 

8c  Ice 

■Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Apparel 

l 

Rent 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

House - 
furnish- 
ings 

AVERAGE 

4.3 

6.8 

1.0 

4.0 

5.9 

0.4 

9.3 

2.7 

1.2 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

8.5 

6.5 

-0.1 

9.2 

g 

Baltimore,  Md. 

4.5 

5.2 

3.6 

a/4.0 

6.2 

2.2 

9.0 

4.0 

3.5 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

4.3 

6.9 

2.0 

- 

6.9 

0 

9.5 

2.9 

0.3 

Boston,  Mass. 

5.5 

8.7 

4.0 

b/U.5 

4.8 

1.0 

6.2 

l.l 

-0.1 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

- 

5.1 

- 

•* 

6.2 

1.2 

9.2 

— 

- 

Chicago,  Ill. 

6.3 

8.8 

2.4 

c/9.6 

5.6 

0 

9.0 

1.3 

1.3 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

4.9 

8.2 

2.4 

2.7 

8.4 

0 

13.6 

1.3 

1.4 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

- 

6.4 

- 

7.7 

0 

13.2 

Denver,  Colo. 

- 

3.7 

mm 

mm 

6.7 

0 

10.4 

- 

mm 

Detroit,  Mich. 

3.5 

4.7 

2.6 

- 

9.6 

0.5 

13.5 

4.9 

2.6 

Houston,  Texas 

2.9 

5.2 

4.2 

- 

0 

0 

0 

1.4 

0.8 

Indianapolis,  Ind, 

- 

7.6 

- 

- 

10.2 

0 

13.9 

mm 

- 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

3.1 

5.0 

1.9 

b/3-3 

2.6 

1.4 

3.2 

1.1 

0.9 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

- 

7.5 

- 

7.1 

0.9 

9.6 

- 

— 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

3.4 

5.4 

3.3 

- 

0 

0 

0 

2.0 

1.7 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

- 

5.8 

- 

- 

4.6 

0 

5.9 

.. 

Memphis,  Term. 

5.2 

7.5 

4.9 

- 

5.7 

0 

7.4 

6.1 

1.4 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

- 

4.9 

- 

- 

7.4 

0 

11.1 

- 

- 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

6.0 

8.0 

3.5 

b/7-4 

8.0 

-0.6 

11.1 

4.5 

3.1 

Mobile,  Ala, 

3.1 

5.0 

0.7 

b/2.7 

4.1 

0.2 

5.7 

0.2 

1.8 

New  Orleans,  La. 

- 

6.4 

- 

1.9 

0 

2.9 

1 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

3.2 

8.0 

-6.1 

- 

6.4 

1.7 

11.0 

1.8 

0.6 

<  ’ 

Norfolk,  Va. 

- 

6.4 

- 

— 

3.8 

-1.3 

6.4 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

3.9 

6.8 

0.6 

- 

5.2 

0 

8.1 

3.4 

0.1 

K 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

4.4 

6.6 

3.3 

5.6 

0 

12.4 

5.6 

0.4 

Portland,  Me. 

3.8 

4.5 

2.6 

d/l.8 

4.5 

0.6 

5.6 

2.3 

4.8 

Portland,  Ore. 

- 

5.1 

- 

- 

-1.0 

1.6 

-2.6 

Richmond,  Va. 

9.7 

- 

• 

7.1 

-l.l 

10.9 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

6.3 

9.7 

3.0 

6.4 

6.8 

0 

11.0 

3.8 

1.5 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

4.0 

6.9 

1.2 

e/3.4 

0 

0 

0 

1.3 

1?8 

Savannah,  Ga. 

• 

5.2 

4.0 

0 

5.3 

Scranton,  Pa. 

- 

6.0 

- 

- 

5.9 

0 

8.1 

Seattle,  Wash. 

- 

6.6 

- 

- 

4.7 

1.5 

6.4 

Washington,  D.  C. 

• 

6.3 

mm 

mm 

5.6 

0 

8.4 

- 

•- 

*See  General  Explanation  on 

a/  Change  from  January  1947. 
b/  Change  from  March  19^7- 

page  3. 

cj  Change  from 
d /  Change  from 
e/  Change  from 

May  1947. 

April  1947. 

February  1947* 

Page  8 

September  1947 

TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS  BY  CITIES 
FROM  JUNE  15  TO  SEPTEMBER  15,  1947 
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CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  -  OCTOBER  15,  19^7 


Consumers'  Price  Index  Unchange'  -  September  to  October 


Moffatt  “  532 


The.  complete  index  shoving  changes 
between  mid-September  and  mid-October  for 
all  3t  large  cities  combined  5e  shown  in 
this  report.  To  save  time  in  completing 
this  index  a  preliminary  report  was  not 
issued  this  month.  A  SPECIAL  REPORT  oRiE  L 
RENTS  IS  INCLUDED  IN  THIS  ISSUE  ON  PAGES 
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Retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  bought  by  y?feH$Ites  in 

large  cities  were  unchanged  on  the  average  from  mid-September  to  mid-October, 
according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  U.S.  Department  of  Labor.  A  0.9  percent 
decrease  in  food  prices  over  the  month  counter -balanced  the  average  increase  of  0.7 
percent  for  all -other  goods  and  services.  The  October  consumers’  price  index  remained 
at  the  all-time  high,  of  163*8  percent  of  the  1935-39  base  period;  10.2  percent 
higher  than  a  year  ago;  and  22.9  percent  above  June  1946.  Prices  of  all  majjor  groups 
except  foods  advanced;  residential  rents  were  up- 1.1  percent,  apparel  and  miscel¬ 
laneous  -items  0.7  percent,  fuel  0. 5  percent  and  housefurni shings ■  0, 1  percent, 

« 

Food -prices  decreased  0.9  percent  between  mid-September  and  mid-October  to 
bring  the  October  food  index  for  56  cities  combined  to-  201.6  ( 1935“ 39  -  100). 
Seasonally  lower  prices  for  meat  (down.  2.1  percent),  dairy  products' (down  2,6  percent), 
eggs  (down  .1.4  percent)  and  fruit  and  vegetables  (down  0.8  percent),  more  than  offset 
increased,  prices  for  cereals  and  bakery  goods,  fats  and  oils,  coffee  and  sugar. 

Prices  of  meats  continued  their  advance  in  most  southern  cities,  13  of -the  19  cities 
which  shoved  either  unchanged  or  higher  average  food  prices  were  in  these  regions. 

For  all  56  cities  combined,  however,  lamb  dropped  7  percent,  round  steak  and  whole 
hams  5  percent, -..pork "chops  3-1/2  percent  and  beef  roasts  and  veal  cutlets,  2  percent. 
Fats  and  oils  rose  7-6  percent' wit^- lard  19  percent  higher,  coffee  was  up  2  percent 
and  cereals  and  bakery  products  advanced  1.6  percent. 

October  apparel  prices  averaged  0.7  percent  above  .September.,  Higher  prices 
for  wool  outer  apparel  reflected  rising  costs  of  woolen  and  worsted  yarns.  Higher 
material  costs  also  accounted  for  increases  in  prices  of  men '.s  and  boys  cotton 
furnishings,  particularly  shirts  and  shorts,  women’s  and  girls'  rayon  and  cotton 
dresses  and -slips  and  percale  and  rayon  crepe  yard  goods.  Higher  prices  were 
reported  for  all  types  of  footwear  for  all  members  -of  the  family.’  -Men's  hats, 
women's  nylon  hose  and  girdles  were  available  at  lower  prices. 
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Housefurnishings  prices  advanced  another  0.2  percent  over  the  month  as 
prices  of  rugs,  sewing  machines,  washing  machines,  refrigerators  and  cook-stoves 
continued  to  rise.  Lower  prices  were  reported,  in  most  of  the  cities  surveyed,  for 
curtains  and  towels,  nov  in  plentiful  supply,  and  radios.  Prices  of  sheets  rose  in 
nearly  every  city. 

Increased  prices  for  automobiles  and  soap  were  chiefly  responsible  for  the 
average  advance  of  0.7  percent  in  prices  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services.  Higher 
prices  were  also  reported  for  hospital  and  laundry  services,  and  new  State  sales  taxes 
added  to  prices  of  cigarettes  and  tobacco  in  some  cities. 

Fuel,  electricity  and  ice  as  a  group  rose  0.5  percent  from  mid-September 
to  mid-October.  Coal  prices  continued  to  advance  in  most  cities,  due  partly  to  a 
10- cent  per  net  ton  increase  in  freight  rates  which  became  effective  on  October  13. 

Residential  Rents  Increase  5  Percent  During  First  Four  Months  Under  the  Housing,  .and 
Rent'  Act' of  1947  ”*  *  .  ’ 

Residential  rents  in  large  cities  advanced  5  percent  during  the  first  4 
months  under  the  Housing  and  Rent  Act  of  1947,  Most  of  the  rent  changes  during  these 

4  months  resulted  from  increases  permitted  by  voluntary  agreements  between  landlords 
and  tenants,  under  the  modified  rent  controls  adopted  in  June  1947,  but  other  in¬ 
creases  included  "hardship"  adjustments,  higher  rents  for  "decontrolled"  units  and 
some  over-ceiling  charges. 

These  results  were  obtairied  from  surveys  of  rents  for  residential  dwellings 
in  29  of  the  34  cities  included  in  the  Bureau *s  consumers*  price  index.  Six  of 
those  cities  were  surveyed  in  July,  7  in  August,  10  in  September,  and  11  in  October, 

5  of  which  were  surveyed  during  the  previous  3  months.  National  trend  was  esti¬ 
mated  on  the  basis  of  these  studies. 

The  rapid  change  reported  in  the  last  4  months  contrasts  sharply  with  the 
relative  stability  of  rents  under  the  stricter  wartime  rent  controls.  In  the  3-7 
months  between  September  1939. and  May  1942  rents  advanced  slightly  more  than  5  per¬ 
cent,  but  with  the  imposition  of  rent  controls  beginning  in  June  1942,  residential 
rents  were  cut  back  or  stabilised  and  in  the  5-year  period  from  the  summer  of  1942 
to  July  1947  rose  only  1  percent. 

Percent  change  in  residential 
_ rents  in  34  large  cities _ 


Sept.  1939  -  May  1942 
May  1942  -  Dec.  1942 
Dec.  1942  -  June  1947 
June  1947  -  Oct.  1947 


/  r  n 

-1.7 

/1.1 

/5,2 


All  of  the  29  cities  surveyed  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  after 
June  1947  showed  an  advance  in  rents;  the  sharpest  advance  was  reported  in  Chicago 
where  rents  rose  9.5  percent  between  mid-June  and  mid-September. 

The  full  effect  of  the  first  4  months1  experience  under  the  amended  rent 
controls  is  shown  in  11  citios  in  which  surveys  were  made  in  mid-October,  In  7  of 
the  11  cities,  rents  rose  more  than  5  percent  during  the  4  months. 
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The  smallest  advances  -  around,  1  percent  -  were  reported  lor  Manchester. 
Savannah,  New  York  and  Buffalo.  In  Detroit,  Pittsburgh,  and  Portland,  Oregon,  the 
increase  in  rents  for  all  dwellings  was  somewhat  more  than  5  percent.  Kents  in 
Denver  and  Richmond  advanced  over  6  percent,  in  Kansas  City  over  7  percent  and  in 
Indianapolis  8.4  percent. 

Ten  cities  were  surveyed  in  mid -September,  covering  the  period  from  mid- 
June  to  mid -September.  In  all  these  10  cities,  rents  rose  more  than  1  percent 
during  the  3  months.  '  For  Cincinnati, .  Jacksonville,  Baltimore  and  Sun  Francisco, 
the  increase  was  about  3  percent,.  Rents  in  Boston  advanced  over  4  percent,  in 
Minneapolis  and  St.  Louis  about  6  percent,  and  in  Chicago  9*8  percent. 

Among  the  cities  surveyed  in  mid- July  or  mid-August,  the  average  increase 
in  rents  from  mid- June  ranged  from  less  than  1  percent  in  New  Orleans,  Philadelphia 
and  Washington  to  more  than  5  percent  in  Birmingham. 

The  proportions  of  renter-occupied  dwellings  which  were  effected  by  rent 
increases  varied  considerably  from  city  to  city.  Substantial  proportions  of  renter 
were  affected  in  the  21  cities  surveyed  in  September  and  October.  While  less  than 
10  percent  of  the  rental  dwellings  were  affected  in  Buffalo,  Manchester,  Mobile, 

New  York,  Portland,  Maine,  and  Savannah  a  large  proportion  reported  .rent  increases 
in  the  other  cities.  In  Cincinnati  and  Jacksonville  1  in  every  o  rental  units 
was  affected;  San  Francisco  and  Baltimore,  1  in  every  p;  Boston,  Detroit,  and 
Portland,  Oregon,  1  in  every  4;  in  Denver,  Indianapolis,  Kansas  City,  Minneapolis, 
Pittsburgh,  Richmond  and  St.  Louis,  1  in  every  3;  and  in  Chicago  1  in  every  2. 

The  typical  percentage  increase  in  the-  monthly  rent  for  those  dwellings 
with  higher  rents  was  about  19  percent,  although  it  averaged  higher  in  some  cities. 
The  increase  usually  ranged  between  $4.00  and  $3.00  per  month. 

The  rent  surveys  made  thus  far  show  that  the  majority  of  rent  increases 
have  been  made  in  apartments.  Beginning  more  than  a  year  ago,  many  landlords, 
particularly  for  apartment  structures,  requested  prospective  tenants  to  sign 
leases  containing  an  agreement  on  a  19  percent  increase  upon  termination -of  Federal 
rent  controls.  Under  these  leases  the  19  percent  increases  permitted  could  readily 
be  made  after  the  passage  of  the  Act.  Landlords  of  single-family  houses  In  many 
cases  appear  to  be  reluctant  to  tie  up  their  properties  for  as  long  as  18  months, 
with  the  potential  possibilities  of  favorable  sales  offers,  and  consequently  have 
not  followed  this  practice  to  as  great  an  extent.  Voluntary  landlord- tenant  lea 
agreements  (which  cannot  be  made  after  December  31,  19^-7  under  the  present  law) 
reached  a  peak  in  August  1947  when  p^-SG 900  were  filed  with  the  Office  of  Rent 
Control  in  all  areas  under  control.  During  November  the  number  filed  dropped  to 
139  *  000. 


The  Housing  and  Rent  Act  of  1947  permits  rent  increases  up  to  19  percent 
if  the  landlord  and  tenant  agree  ” voluntarily  and  in  good  faith”,  and  providing  a 
written  lease  agreement  extends  to  at  least  December  31*  1948.  This  provision  is 
the  one  primarily  responsible  for  the  increased  rentals  reported  for  the  dwellings 
included  in  the  Bureau’s  surveys.  Other  provisions  decontrolled  all  hotels  and 
motor  courts,  tourist  homes  serving  transient  guests  exclusively,  all  housing 
completed  on  or  after  February  1,  1947,  and  all  dwellings  which  were  not  rented 
during  the  two-yoar  period  from  February  1,  1945  to  January  31,  1847.  The  Act  also 
eliminated  the  6-month  waiting  period  granted  to  tenants  to  protect  them  from 
short-notice  evictions  resulting  from  the  sale  of  rested  dwellings.  Local  advisory 
boards  were  created  with  the  power  to  recommend  general  increases  in  rent  or 
complete  decontrol  for  their  areas.  By  the  cry!  of  November,  according  to  the 
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Office  of  the  Housing  Expediter,  recommendations  for  decontrol  made  by  local 
advisory  boards  were  approved  for  11  small  areas  out  of  a  total  oi  17  areas  for 
which  such  requests  were  made.  In  addition,  general  increases  in  rent  of  1  per¬ 
cent  for  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  10  percent  in  Klamath  Falls,  Oregon,  were 
approved.  In  Washington,  D.  C.,  which  has  its  own  rent  control  law,  rental  rates 
for  units  located  in  structures  containing  less  than  9  units  were  permitted  to  be 
increased  an  estimated  3  to  ^  percent  beginning  in  October  19^7* 
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QfmiKL  EXPLANATION 


The  "consumers*  price  index  for  node rate -income  families  in  la~go  cities," 


wnoso  incomes  averaged  01514  in  1934-36, 

The  indexes  are  based  on  time-to-time  changes  In  the  prices  of  poods  and 

in  largo  cities.  They  do  not 


*r  tn  "O  n 
-u  Cvj  ; 


.lob 


services  purchased  by  mode  rat  3  - 1  n  c  <■  m 
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indicate  whether  it  costs  -acre  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another, 

iood  prices  are  collected  monthly  .In  56  cities  during  the  first  three  days 
of  the  week' which  includes  the  fifteenth  .of  the  month.  Aggregate  costs  of  food  in 


eacn  city,  weighted  to  represent  food,  purchases  of  families  of  wage  earners  and 
moderate-income  workers  have  boon  combined  for  the  United  States  with"  the  use  of 
population  weights.  In  August  1947  the  number  of  foods  included  in  the  inde: 
reduced  from  6l  to  50, 


Prices  of  apnarol t  hous 0 furnish!" r; * ,  ai:d  id  soollane;vas_  goods  and  services 
an.,  obtained  in  10  key  cities  cash  month  one'  in  ;IA  other  large  cities  quarterly. 
Prices  are  collected  for  1  of  the  24  quart  v:ly  cities,  each  month.  The  schedule 
far  pricing  commodities  and  services  in  individual  cities  is  as  follows: 


Every 

Month 


Birmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Detroit 

Houston 

Los  Angeles 

Near  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


January,  April 
July,  _  6c  to  ban: 


Buffalo 
Denver 
Indianapolis 
Kansas  City 
Manchester 
Portland,  Ore, 
Richmond 
Savannah 


ieDrun.ru,  May 
Aurust,  November 

Atlanta 
niqvelard 
Milwaukee 
Now  Orleans 
Mor  folic 
Scranton 
Seattle 
v’sshlnuton 


March,  June 


Sunt e mher ,  December 


Baltimore 

Jacksonville 

henpnxs 

Minneapolis 

Mobile 

Portland,  Mo., 
St,  Louis 
San  Francisco 


uo 


1  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  each  of  the  34  largo  cities.  Infor¬ 


mation  on  rents  is  obtained  r+t  least  quarterly  in  each  city. 


s 
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October  19^7 


TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS  '  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE -INCOME  FAMILIES 
FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  .DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Group 

Oct.  lb 
w 

Sept,  lb 
1927 

July  15 
1947 

Oct.  15 
1926 

June  15 
1926 

Aug,  15 

1939 

1 

!  Indexes  1935- 

39  »  100. 

0 

ALL  ITEMS 

1 

i  163.8 

163.8 

158.2 

128.6 

133.3 

98.6 

All  Foods 

201.6 

203.5 

193  •  1 

180.0 

125.6 

93. b 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

160.3 

137.3 

155.0 

138.5 

122.1 

93.4 

Meats,  Poultry  &  Fish 

235.5 

22C*.  6 

220,2 

190.7 

134,0 

95.7 

Dairy  products 

190. 1 

195.2 

178.6 

202 .2 

127.8 

93.1 

Eggs 

232.7 

233.9 

203,0 

21 2.6 

127.1 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

196. 6 

19*3.2 

802 . 0 

176.5 

183.5 

92.2 

Beverages 

!  190.3 

I87.O 

18c.  8 

166.  b 

125.2 

94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

190.0 

176.6 

182.0 

127.9 

126.2 

82.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

181.8 

181.1 

179.7 

167.5 

136.2-' 

95-6 

Apparel 

189.0 

187.6 

132.7 

168.1 

157,  2 

100.3 

Rent 

112.9 

113,6 

110.0 

- 

^08.7 

104.3 

Fuel,  electricity  Pc  ice 

125.2 

192.6 

119.5 

112.2 

'lip*  5 

97.5- 

Gas  &  electricity 

00  p 

.9 •  1 

91.7 

91.6 

'92.1 

99.0 

Oth,er  fuels  &  ice 

187  •  4 

1)6 . 3 

1 26,6 

136.6 

12  8.2 

96.3 

Hous  e  furnish'?  ngs 

187.8 

' 187.5 

1  Pi  0 

r  ’  wJ 

168.5 

156.1 

100.6 

Mice e llaneous 

121.8 

120.3 

13955 

131.0 

127.9 

100.2 

• 

Percent  Changes  to  October  lb, 

1927 

• 

ALL  ITEMS 

’ 

0  ' 

3*2 

10.2 

22.9 

66. 1 

All  Foods 

~ 

-0.9 

2.2 

12.  0 

38.5 

115.6 

Cereals  Pc  bakery  products 

- 

1.6' 

3-2  * 

15.7 

31.3 

71.6 

Meats,  Poultry  and  Fish 

- 

-2,1 

6.9 

23. ‘5 

75  •  7  ■ 

126.1 

Dairy  products 

- 

-2.6 

6.3 

-  6,3. 

2C  .6 

102.2 

Eggs 

- 

-1.2 

12.6 

8.2 

58.2  ' 

156.6 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

- 

-0.8 

-  2,7 

11.2 

7.1 

112.8 

Beverages 

- 

2.0 

5.5 

12.6 

52.2 

101.1 

Fats  Pc  oils  1 

- 

7.6 

2.2 

28.5 

50.3 

122.9 

Sugar  Pc  sweets 

- 

0.2 

1.2 

8. 5 

•  '  33.5 

90.2 

Apparel 

- 

0.7 

2.3 

12.2 

20.2 

86.2 

Rent 

- 

1,1 

2.5 

- 

5-9 

10.2 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

- 

O.b 

2.8 

9.2 

13.3 

26.2 

Gas'  Pe  electricity 

* 

0.1 

O.b 

0.7 

0.1 

-  6.9 

Other  fuels  9  ice 

- 

0.7 

7.2 

15.2 

22.6 

63.2 

Housefurnishings 

- 

0.2 

1.9 

11.5 

20.3 

86.7 

21.2 

M is  ce llaneous 

j 

** 

0.7 

1.6 

8.2 

10.9 

*See  General  Explanation  on  page  5 . 
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TABLE  2  -  CONSUMERS '  PRICE  INDEX  FOE  LARGE  CITIES* 
OCTOBER  INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  OCTOBER  1%  194? 
'  FROM- SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


i  •  Indexes  . 

\ 

^  A  .  .. 

1935-39  = 

Percent 

Changes  to  October 

15,  1947 

-  from 

City 

100.0 

1  '  ' 

•t  •» 

Oct.  15 

S  ept .  15 

July  15 ' 

1  Oct.  15  |  June  15 

|  Aug.  15 

1947 

1947 

1947 

1976 

!  -1946 

!  ■  1939  - 

AVERAGE  •  ■  ;  • 

163.8 

0 

3.4 

10,2 

!  :  "■ 

;  po  0 

1  —  ^  . 

| 

j  66.1  . 

r 

Surveyed  Monthly 

. 

, 

j  .  . 

i  . 

! 

Birmingham.,  Ala. 

169.7 

0.4 

3.4 

12.8 

pk  0 

72.3 

Boston,  Mass. 

157.5 

-0.7 

3.7 

!'•  8.9 

23.1 

62.2 

.  Chicago,  Ill. 

167  •  3 

-0.6 

'4.5 

•3.1.9 

97.8 

69.5 

Cine innat i ,  Oh io 

167.1 

;  0,5 

4.2 

[  14.1 

26.4 

71.7 

^Detroit,  Mich.' 

166.7 

1.5 

4.1- 

12,.  0 

j  22,2  ■ 

69,2 

.  Houston,  Texas 

163-.  4 

0.8 

3.2 

13.3 

2-5.2. 

:  62.3 

,  .  .Dos  Angeles,  Calif.  • 

.  161.3 

-0.2 

2.6 

■8.6  . 

I8.5. 

6C..5 

Nev  York,  N.  Y. 

l6l  -7 

-0,1: 

■2  >7" 

5.8. 

19.1  •  ' 

63.3 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

162.2 

-0.6 

■'2.5 

9,7 

22 . 4 

65.8 

. ...  Pit  t  eburghs;  Ra .  • ’■ 

. ,  167 . 8. 

» 

-0.2 

i  .  , 

5.2  -  * 

•  •  {  • ,  ** 

.  •  .  • 

12.3 ; 

/  * 

27.6  . 

.70',;  5 

;;  ,  .  .j  (  ,  ■ 

Surveyed  Quarterly  • 

.1  ?  *  , 

*  ' 

* 

-  ■ 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  . 

.  162. .6  • 

•  '2.2' 

11.0-: 

22.6 

65.1, 

Denver,  Goloi 

16a.  4 

.  - 

3.-Q 

11.6 

21.8 

62.7 

Indianapolis j  Ind.  ■' 

’•  167.8  - 

.. 

'5.2 

- 

27.2 

71.2  .  < 

Kansas  City,  Mb. 

157.9 

- 

4*9 

11.1 

22.0 

60.1 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

166.1 

- 

2.5 

- 

23.3 

69.8 

Portland,  Oreg,- 

166.5 

- 

2.7 

‘  - 

18.7 

66. 3 

Richmond,  Va. 

161.7 

- 

5*1 

•  - 

. ■ 26,1 

65.0. 

Savannah,  Ga. 

. 171 • 5 

3.4 

1 

10.5 

29. 0  ‘ 

1 

72.7 

*  i  ■> 

■*See  General  Explanation  on  page'  5. 
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TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS ‘  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES,  OCTOBER  15,  19^7 


(Indexes  1935-39  =  100.0) 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

Rent 

Fuel , 

Total 

Elec.  £ 
Gas  £c 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

:  Ice 
Ether 
Fuels 

Sc  Ice 

House- 

furnish¬ 

ings 

diecel' 

laneou; 

AVERAGE 

163.8 

201.6 

189.0 

114.9 

125.2 

92.2 

157.4 

I87.8 

141.8 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

- 

211.1 

- 

— 

136.8 

78.2 

190.7 

Baltimore,  Md. 

- 

211.5 

- 

- 

133.4 

115.5 

147.8 

- 

- 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

169.7 

210.7 

190.7 

- 

129.8 

79.6 

I67.8 

177.2- 

139.9 

Boston,  Mass. 

157.5 

191.8 

180.7 

- 

134.3 

107.4 

148.8 

175.7 

136.8 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

162.6 

193.3 

193.2 

117.2 

126.4 

96.0 

153.4 

197.4 

146.6 

Chicago,  Ill. 

167.3 

207.1 

189.4 

- 

119.2 

■  83.5 

156.4 

178.5 

141.1 

Cincinnati,  $£1$ 

I67.I 

206.9 

190.8 

— 

128.3 

90.8 

164.1 

183.6 

143.9 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

208.7 

- 

- 

131.7 

104.9 

157.3 

- 

Denver,  Colo. 

160.  4 

197.2 

185.9 

117.7 

105.5 

68, 5 

147.8 

206.8 

139.9 

Detroit,  Mich. 

166.7 

199.0 

I89.6 

121.3 

135.2 

83.8 

174.2 

200.6 

155.0 

Houston,  Texas 

163.4 

208.7 

197.0 

- 

94.3 

81.9 

128.0 

186.9 

142.5 

Indianapolis,  Ind . 

I67.8 

204,5 

180-9 

125.4 

136.5 

86.6 

165.8 

178.6 

148.7 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

-  ■ 

214.7 

- 

— 

133.9 

94.1 

168.4 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

157.9 

193.5 

181.2 

119.2 

117.1 

66.7 

163.3 

175.3 

148.4 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

161.3 

201.9 

184.2 

- 

94.5 

89.3 

119.3 

180.8 

141.7 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

166 . 1 

198.0 

184.0 

109,6 

139.5 

94,6 

161,9 

193.  e 

138.4 

Memphis,  Term. 

- 

823.6 

- 

- 

123.1 

77.0 

148.6 

- 

- 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

- 

197.6 

- 

- 

131.8 

98.3 

154.8 

- 

- 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

- 

194.6 

— 

— 

124.8 

78.4 

155J, 

Mobile,  Ala, 

- 

209.3 

-  - 

- 

123.0 

84.2 

153.4- 

- 

New  Orleans, -La. 

- 

219.5 

- 

- 

109.3 

75.1 

145.7 

-  - . 

- 

New-York,  N.  Y. 

161.7 

200.6 

l8o.4 

105.6 

124.7 

95.7 

169.2 

179.1 

141.9 

Norfolk,  Va. 

- 

214.3 

- 

132.5 

93.7 

162.9 

- 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

162.2 

196.2 

184.8 

- 

129*8 

97.8 

154.3 

186 . 4 

139.5 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

I67.8 

206.1 

217.1 

114.6 

127.6 

103.3 

169  4 

191.6 

1J§ .  c 

Port3.and,  Me. 

- 

190.9 

- 

- 

133.5 

96.9 

.151.5 

- 

Portland,  Ore. 

166 . 5 

n08.7 

184.9 

120.8 

121.7 

91.5 

158.9 

178.0 

142.9 

Richmond,  Va. 

161.7 

205.1 

186.7 

111.4 

126.4 

95.6 

145,2 

193.4 

133.4 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

- 

209.4 

- 

- 

127.1 

94.1 

156.3 

- 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

- 

208.8 

- 

- 

82.7 

72.7 

118.2 

- 

- 

Savannah,  Ga. 

171.5 

219.2 

183.7 

116 . 6 

133.5 

91.2 

158.3 

192.4 

143.6 

Scranton,  Pa. 

- 

199.1 

- 

- 

134.5 

91.8 

160.6 

- 

- 

Seattle,  Wash. 

- 

205.4 

- 

118.6 

88.1 

144.0 

- 

Washington,  D.  C. 

- [. 

200.9 

*• 

126.4 

94.4 

147.8 

— 

— 

*See  General  Explanation  on  page  5. 
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TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS  ’  RRKS  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 

PERCENT  CHANGES. -BY^SROUPS,  BYe CITIES 
FROM  SEPTEMBER  10  TO  OCTOBER  10,  1947 


City 

A  1.1 
Items 

Food 

Apparel 

1 

Rent 

Fuel, 

Total! 

Elec.  £ 

Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

c  lee 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ic© 

— - — — — 

House- 

furnish- 

inrs 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

AVERAGE 

0 

-0.9 

0.7 

1,1 

©.5 

0.1  . 

0.7 

0.2 

0.7 

Atlanta,  @a. 

— 

o.Q 

— 

~ 

0 

0 

0 

- 

- 

Baltimore,  Md. 

-0*6 

-  • 

•m 

0.8 

0 

0.7 

- 

~ 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

0.4 

-0.1 

1.4 

~ 

0.8 

0 

1.0 

0.3 

0.6 

Boston,  Mass.  ■ 

-0.7 

-1.8 

^.2 

- 

0.9 

0.8 

0.9 

-0.8. 

0.4 

Buffalo,  N,  Y. 

- 

-1.6 

- 

a/l.6 

0.8 

0 

1.3 

- 

- 

Chicago-,  Ill, 

-0.6 

-1,8 

0.1 

0.4 

0 

0.8 

0.2 

1.2 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

•  0.5 

0.1 

0.4 

<•> 

1.8 

0 

2.9 

1.1 

1.1 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

-1.1 

- 

- 

0 

0 

0 

- 

- 

Denver,  Colo. 

- 

-0.9 

- 

a/6.4 

-0.7 

0 

-0.9 

- 

- 

Detroit-,  Mi<>h. 

-  1.5 

0.8 

1.5- 

b/5.1 

0.8 

-0.4 

1.2 

0.9 

0.8 

Houston,  Texas- 

0.8 

1.1 

0,3 

- 

0 

0 

O' 

0.1 

1.1 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

.  - 

0.7 

- 

t/7.  b 

0. 6 

0 

0.7 

- 

— 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

2.7 

- 

- 

0 

0 

0 

■■  - 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

0 

- 

c/5-5 

-0.1 

-0.3 

0 

- 

- 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

•  0.2 

-1,1 

0.7 

- 

0 

0 

0 

0.7 

0.7 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

- 

-1.6 

-  . 

b/0.9 

1.9 

0 

1,9 

- 

Memphis,  Tean, 

- 

1.4  • 

- 

- 

0.2 

0 

0.3 

- 

- 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

-1.2 

- 

•» 

0.1 

0 

0 

— 

— 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

- 

1.3 

- 

- 

0.6 

.  0 

0,8 

- 

- 

Labile,  Ala. 

~ 

1.2 

- 

0 

-0,1 

0 

- 

- 

New  Orleans,  La. 

- 

1.2 

- 

0 

.  0 

-0.1 

- 

- 

New  York,  N.  '(• 

-0.1 

-1.2 

0.3 

c/l.4 

0.2 

0.1  . 

0.3 

1,9 

0.7 

Norftlk,  Va. 

- 

1.7 

- 

1.8 

.  0 

2.6 

- 

- 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

-0,6 

-1.8 

. 8 

- 

0.9 

0 

0.7 

0.1 

0.4 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

-0.2 

-1.8 

0,9 

4/3.1 

0 

0 

0 

1.1 

0.9 

Portland,  Me. 

- 

-1.4  . 

- 

0.2 

0.2 

013 

- 

- 

Portland,  Ore. 

- 

-0.6 

e/6,1 

0.1 

0.2 

0.1 

*• 

- 

Richmond,  Va.  • 

. 

0.6 

1/6.5 

0.2 

0 

0.3 

•• 

St.  Louis,  Mo, 

- 

-3.0. 

■ 

2.1 

0 

3.2 

- 

- 

Sas.  Francisco,  Calif. 

- 

-0.8 

!  ’ 

- 

0 

0 

0 

- 

— .  • 

Savannah,  Ga. 

•» 

-0.5. 

■  - 

c/0.9 

0.2 

0  .  . 

0.2 

- 

-• 

Scranton,  Pa. 

«• 

-3.6- 

- 

- 

0.3 

.  0 

0.4 

- 

- 

Seattle,  Wash. 

- 

”0,3  ■ 

~  ■ 

- 

0.8 

.•  0 

1.1 

- 

Washington,  D.  C. 

-1,0 

*— 

0,6 

0 

0.9 

"7 

♦See  General  Explanation  *n  page  0. 
a/  Change  from  May  lp47. 
b/  Change  from  June  1947. 

9/  Change  from  July  1947. 
d/  Change  from  August  1947. 
of  Change  from  April  194?. 
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TABLE.  5  -  CONSUMERS  '  PRICE  INDEX,  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  JULY  15  TO  OCTOBER  15,  1947 


- 

\  *  -  < 

Fuel, 

Flee.  .* 

fe  Ice 

All 

Gas  8c 

Other 

House- 

Mis cel- 

City 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

Rent 

Total 

Elect- 

Fuels 

furnish- 

laneoor 

.... 

r  Lcity 

8c  Ice 

ings 

AVERAGE 

.3*4, 

4.4  . 

2..3 

4  *5 

4.8 

0.9 

7.4 

• 

1.9 

.  \ 

1.-6  ■ 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

- 

0.5 

- 

6.5 

0.1 

9.2 

- 

Baltimore,  Md. 

- 

3.4 

- 

- 

4.3 

0.9 

6.9 

- 

~  .. 

Birmingham, "Ala. 

•  :3.4 

4.4 

3.9 

0.8 

0 

1.0 

2.4 

1.0  . 

Boston/  Mass* 

3.7, 

•  4.5  , 

3.5 

4.1 

1.9 

9.0 

1.5. 

0,7 

Buffalo,  Y. 

2.2' 

2.4 

2.0 

a/l.6 

5.3 

0.6 

8.0 

1.1 

-  1.5  • ... 

Chicago,  Ill* 

4.5 ; 

4.4 

3.0 

- 

0.5- 

0 

%  J 

-0.5  '• 

2,3. 

i 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

4.2- 

6.5 

0.4 

— 

10.4 

vO 

16.9 

.  0 

2,-4. . . 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

- 

a.5 

- 

- 

7.7 

0 

13,2 

Denver,  Colo. 

:  3  »  0 

2-9. 

1.9- 

a/6.4 

4*5 

0 

6-.  9 

3.1 

-  1,8. . 

Detroit,  Mich. 

:  ;4. 1 

4.0 

3.8 

b/5.1 

9.0 

-0.4  • 

13.0 

4.3 

2,  .-6  , 

Houston,  Texas 

;3.P 

5.0 

3.5 

0.1 

0 

0 

i.6 

2,4 

Indianapolis,-  Ind.  v4 

■  :5.2 

6.7  ' 

2,7  - 

c/?A 

0  s 

;  0 

n.9 

•  1.2 

'3.7  • 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

- 

6.4 

- 

- 

2.6 

i.4 

3.2 

— 

— 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

4.9 

•6.7. 

7.5  • 

c/5.5 

4.0 

0.3 

9.4 

"  .2.2 

14.9. 

Los  Angeles')  Calif. 

2.6 

4.2 

3.8 

■- 

0 

0 

0 

1  l.l. 

■  i«.5 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

•■  2,5 

2.8 

2.7 

t/0.9 

5.4 

0 

7.0' 

2. .6  . 

.  .0.9,. 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

6.4 

T 

- 

0.6 

0 

0.7 

- 

a  . 

Mi.  iwauke  e ,  Wise. 

i 

- 

2.2 

- 

- 

6.3 

0 

9.3 

- 

- 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  - 

6.6 

- 

— 

3.8- 

1.8 

4.5 

*  •  .  j. 

Mobile,  Ala. 

5.4 

- 

- 

2.4 

0 

3.4  * 

- 

.  *  . 

New  Orleans,  La. 

- 

9-9. 

- 

- 

0.8  - 

0 

1.3 

- 

New  York, 1  N. . Y. 

2.7.' 

4.6. 

-1.1 

C/1.4 

6.1- 

1.7 

10.2 

2.7  • 

0.9 

Norfolk,  Va. • 

- 

7.4  r 

- 

- 

5-7, 

-1.3 

9.1 

- 

K 

Phila-d e lph i a ,  P a . 

2.5 

3-9. 

1.7 

-  \ 

4.4 

0 

6.3 

...  2.3; 

■  • OVt  -  • 

Pitt sTpurgh ,  pa. 

■3.2 

3.1 

4.5 

0.5 

-0.1 

1.0 

4.4 

..  ..1.2 

Portland, .  Me. 

- 

1.3 

- 

4.7 

0.7 

9.9 

- 

Portland, '  Ore. 

2-7. 

3.6 

3.6 

>2/6.1 

l.l 

1.8 

0.7 

'1.6  ■ 

1.1  .  .. 

Richmond,  Va. 

5.1 

3.9 

1.9 

b/6.5 

5-2. 

-l.l 

8.0 

0,6 

•  1.0 

St.  Louis:,  Mo. 

- 

4.2. 

- 

- 

3.9 

■  0 

6.1 

- 

- 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

- 

4.2 

- 

7 

0 

■  0  .. 

0-.  • 

► 

Savannah,  Ga. 

3.4 

5.7. 

3.3  - 

!o 

O 

• 

;4.l 

0 

5,  8 

2.7 

r  0.1 

Scranton,  Pa.  .  . 

-- 

1.5. 

r 

r 

9.7 

0 

7.9 

- 

Seattle,  Wash. 

- 

4.2 

7 

- 

a  4 

1.9 

7.6 

- 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Atn  n  "  ' V  t —  *i  ' 

5.6.. 

' 

.5.3.1 

0 

7.9 

*• 

* 

* 

a/  Change  from  May  1947. 
b/  Change  from  June  1947. 
c/  Change  from  July  1947. 
d/  Change  from  August  1947. 
e/  Change  from  April  1947. 
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TABLE  6  -  PERCENT  INCREASE  IN  .RENTS  FOR  RESIDENTIAL  RENTAL  DWELLINGS  AND 
PROPORTION  OF  TOTAL  RESIDENTIAL  RENTAL  DWELLINGS  AFFECTED  BY  INCREASES 
IN  LARGE  CITIES  BETWEEN  JUNE  AND  OCTOBER  194?  l/ 


Percent  increase  An  rents  for 

Percent 

of  all  rental  dvellinge 

all  rental  dwellings 

:  afJ 

rected  b 

y  increases 

City 

June  15 

June  15 

j  June  15 

June  15 

:June  15; 

June  15 \ June  15 a June  15 

to 

to 

!  to 

to 

;  to 

to 

|  to 

*,  to 

•Tuly  15 

Aug.  15 

is opt.  15 

Oct.  15 

:  July  15 

Aug.  15 i Sept. 15 

|0ct.15  . 

Baltimore,  Md. 

.6 

2.1 

1 . 

3*3 

2/ 

«/ 

2/ 

5 

11 

i 

19 

1 

:  H 

Birmingham,  A.la, 
Boston,  Mass. 

1.6 

.3 

5*3 

2.5 

2/ 

4.4 

9 

2 

25 

14 

:  2/ 

23 

2/ 

;  2/ 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

.4 

*5 

1.0 

1.6 

2 

3 

6 

i  9 

Chicago,  Ill. 

4.9 

8.2 

9*5 

2/ 

26 

47 

55 

■ 2/, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

.7 

1*7 

2.7 

1/ 

4 

10 

14 

:  2/ 

Denver,  Colo. 

.5 

3*0 

4.3 

6.4 

4 

19 

;  25 

36 

Detroit,  Mich. 

1.1 

3*5 

4.3 

5*1 

6 

19 

,  23 

!  27 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

1.0 

3*9 

5.6 

8.4 

5 

19 

23 

!  33 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

.3 

1.6 

3-0 

2/ 

2 

7 

14 

•  2/ 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

1*9 

3-5 

4.7 

7*6 

11 

21 

!  29 

i  37 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

1.0 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

6 

2/ 

2/ 

:  2/ 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

.1 

1 

*5 

.6 

*9 

1 

3 

4 

*  6 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

.1 

3*9  ‘  2/ 

2/ 

2 

24 

2/ 

2/ 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

1*5 

4.1 

6.6 

2/ 

7 

20 

34 

:  S/ 

Mobile,  Ala. 

*3 

.9 

1.2 

2/ 

2 

5 

7 

1  2/ 

New  Orleans,  La. 

0 

.5 

2/ 

2/ 

0 

7 

2/ 

2/ 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

.1 

*5 

.8 

1*5 

1 

3 

5 

10 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

.3 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

4 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

•  5 

3*4 

4.3 

5*6 

3 

20 

27 

33 

Portland,  Me. 

.1 

.4 

1.2 

2/ 

1 

3 

7 

2/ 

Portland,  Ore. 

2.3 

3.9 

5.0 

5.6 

7 

16 

21 

23  • 

Richmond,  Va, 

0 

1.3 

5*1 

6.5 

1 

8 

26 

36 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

2.6 

5*1 

6.4 

2/ 

10 

25 

34 

2/ 

San  Francisco,  Calif 

.1 

O  O 

3.2 

2/ 

1 

12 

19 

2/ 

Savannah,  Ga. 

0 

0 

.2 

*9 

0 

0 

1 

4 

Scranton,  Pa. 

*7 

1.5 

2/ 

2/ 

5 

10 

2/ 

2/ 

Seattle,  Wash. 
Washington,  D.  C. 

/  rvrt  a  i  ^ 

*5 

.1 

1.8 

6  ! 

• 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

2  / 

3 

1 

11 

4 

i 

s/  i 

2j  ! 

* 

2/ 

2/ 

Houston,  Milwaukee  and 
October  16>  1947* 

2/  Not  available. 


/  - 

Norfolk  were  not  surveyed  during  the  period  June  15  - 
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CONSUMERS '  PRICE  INDEX  -  NOVEMBER  15,  I9V7 
Consumers '  Prices  Resume  Advance  from  October  to  November 


The  complete  index  showing  changes 
between  mid-October  and  mid-November  for 
large  cities  combined  is  given  in  this 
report.  Preliminary  figures  were  released 
December  28. 


•  n  Retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  purchased  by  moderate -Income 

in  large  cities  rose  0.7  percent  from  mid-October  to  mid-Hovember  accordin^To 
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor.  Highe^  prices  £or  all 

of°the  1015  loS  advanced  the  consumers'  price  index  for  November  to  164.9  percent 
of  the  1935-39  average  —  a  new  all-time-high.  The  November  index  o,P!  . 

August  1939  level1-  Tt  ??'7  VeVCent  above  June  ^k6  and  67.2  percent  ov^r  the06” 

i-^TpLr:ased  1A — 

advanced  n^11  fo°d  pfioes>  >*esuming  their  upward  trend  after  the  October  decline 

for^ovember  tolo^T  percent^flhelgi^o  f 4°  f°°d 

September  194?  peak  of  ?o?  n  ft  P5P9  base’  a  level  Elightly  below  the 

than  the  Auau-t  1Q1Q  22°?'°’r8  percent  above  a  year  a8°  and  116.8  percent  higher 
and  ere!  f?  M  1939  level-  LoWer  prlces  for  meata  (down  4.8),  poultry  (-26) 
d  eggs  (-0.4,  were  not  sufficient  to  offset  advances  for  other foods  Prices 

rns  Ind  3bf ery  PT Uf S  increased  k-7  pe~ent,  da*ry  products ^4 .4  p^cent, 

and^ugaAand  s^tTH  ^t!8"  2  Veg6tables  ^  p-ce rk, 

mid  n,t  v  Th!  riS!  °f  1-k  per°ent  in  the  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  group  from 
Anthracite**  h° . mid'November  reflected  higher  prices  for  all  types  of  fuels 
Upward  adi,'  bxtu“lnoas  coal  and  fuel  oil  prices  increased  in  most  of  the  cities 

Sle "*“*■  «•  a-1 

average  ovefthe  ^3^7^  housefu™lEhinS  items  advanced  0.6  percent  on  the 
._..i  .  ..  h  ;h‘  Higher  prices  for  shoes  contributed  largely  to  the  in- 

bovn'  ln  the  apparel  group.  Prices  also  advanced  in  most  cities  for  men's  and 
boys  wool  suits,  cotton  shirts  and  underwear,  women's  rayon  dresses  and  slinf 

led  hvT  C°tt0n  ^  g00dS‘  The  increase  ln  the  bousefumlshings  groiAwL 

machines "^with'seattered  f urnltu™'  refrigerators  Sd  sew'g 

hard-nu^* increases  reported  for  other  furniture  items,  wool  and 

floor  covering,  bedding^  cook  stoves  and  radios;  ■ 


LS  43-1796 


-  2  - 

Increased  prices  for  automobiles ,  gasoline,  soaps  and  household  paper 
products  advanced  the  miscellaneous  group  0.6  percent  over  the  month.  Increased 
costs  for  medical  services  were  reported  in  some  c'ties. 

i 

Residential  rents  in  large  cities  continued  their  advance  to  mid -November, 
rising  0.3  percent  on  the  average  over  the  month. 


Page  3 

November  lp47 


GENERAL  EXPLANATION 

»— ■ — ■-  - -  ■  ■ 1 

The  "consumers'  price  index  for  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities, 
formerly  known  as  the  "cost  of  living  index,"  measures  average  changes  in  retail 
prices  of  selected  goods,  rents  and  services  weighted  by  quantities  bought  in 
1934-36  by  families  of  wage  earners  and  moderate- income  workers  in  large  cities 
whose  incomes  averaged  $1524  in  1934- 36. 

The  indexes  are  based  on  time-to-time  changes  in  the  prices  of  goods  and 
services  purchased  by  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities.  They  do  not 
indicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another. 


Pood  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  three 
days  of  the  week  which  includes  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.  Aggregate  costs  of 
food  in  each  city,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families  of  wage 
earners  and  moderate -income  workers  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with 
the  use  of  population  weights.  In  August  1947  the  number  of . foods  included  in 
the  index  was  reduced  from  6l  to  50. 


Prices  of  apparel,  housefurnishings,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services 
are  obtained  m  10  key  cities  each  month  and  in  24  other  large  cities  quarterly. 
Prices  are  collected  for  8  of  the  24  quarterly  cities  each  month.  The  schedule 
for  pricing  commodities  and  services  in  individual  cities  is  as  follows: 


Every 

Month 


January,  April 
July,  October 


February,  May  March,  June 

August ,  November  S ept ember,  December 


Birmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

C inc innat i 

Detroit 

Houston 

Los  Angeles 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


Buffalo 
Denver 
Indianapolis 
Kansas  City 
Manchester 
Portland,  Ore. 
Richmond 
Savannah 


Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

New  Orleans 

Norfolk 

Scranton 

Seattle 

Washington 


Balt imore 
Jacks onvi lie 
Memphis 
Minneapolis 
Mobile 

Portland,  Me. 
St.  Louis 
San  Francisco 


Fuel  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  each  of  the  34  large  cities.  Infor¬ 
mation  on  rents  is  obtained  at  least  quarterly  in  each  city. 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE -INCOME  FAMILIES 
FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES 


Group 

Not.  15 
1947 . 

Oct.  15 

1947 

— 

lug.  15 

1947 

. 

Nov.  15 
1946 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 
1939 

Indexes  1939-39  =  100 

.0 

A.ll  Items 

164.9 

163.8 

160.3 

152.2 

133-3 

98.6 

All  Foods 

202.7 

201.6 

196.5 

187.7 

145 .6 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

167.9 

160.3 

155.7 

l4o.6 

122.1 

.93.4 

Meats,  Poultry  &  Fish 

227.0 

235.5 

228.4 

203.6 

134.0 

.95.7 

Dairy  products 

199.4 

190.1 

183.0 

198.5 

147.8 

93.1 

-  Eggs 

224.7 

232.7 

212.3 

201.6 

147.1 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

199-6 

196.6 

199.3 

184.5  ■ 

183.5 

92.4 

Beverages 

194.7 

190.8 

181.7 

l67.8; 

125.4 

94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

196.4 

190.0 

178.5 

244.4 

126.4 

84.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

133.2 

181.5 

179.8 

170.5 

136.2 

95.6 

Apuarel 

190.2 

189.0 

135.9 

171.0 

157.2 

100.3 

Rent 

115.2 

114.9 

111.2 

m 

108.5 

104.3 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

126.9 

125.2. 

123.8 

114.8 

110.5 

97.5 

Gas  &  electricity 

92.5 

92.2 

92.0 

91.8 

92.1 

99.0 

Other  fuels  <&•  ice 

160. 5- 

157. 4 

154.8. 

137.2 

128.4 

96.3 

Housefurnishings. 

188.9 

187.8 

184.2 

171.0 

156.1 

100.6 

Miscellaneous 

* 

143.0 

141.8 

139.8 

132.5 

127.9 

100.4 

Percent  Changes  to  November  15 

19A7 

All  Items  r  . 

0.7 

2.9 

8.3 

23.7 

67.2 

All  Foods 

-  •  - 

0.5 

3.2 

8.0 

39-2 

116.8 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

4.7 

TA 

19.4 

37.5 

79.8 

Meats,  Poultry  &  Fish 

- 

-3*6 

-0.6 

11.5 

69.4 

137.2 

Dairy  products 

.  <+ 

4.4 

7.9 

-0.1 

34.2 

113-1 

Eggs 

- 

-3.4 

5.8 

11.5 

52.8 

147.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

- 

1.5 

-0.1 

8.2 

8.8 

116.0 

Beverages 

- 

2.0 

7.2 

16,0 

55.3 

105.2 

Fats  &  oils- 

- 

3.4 

10.0- ; 

-19.6 

-.55-4. 

132.4 

Sugar  &  sweets 

«■» 

0.3 

1-9 

7*4 

34.5 

91.6 

Apparel 

- 

0.6 

2.3 

11.2 

21.0 

89.6 

Rent 

- 

0.3 

3.6 

- 

6.2 

10.5 

Fuel,  electricity  &  ice 

- 

1.4 

2.5 

10.5 

14.8 

»30.2 

Gas  &  electricity 

0.3 

0.5 

0.8 

0.4 

-  6.6 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

2.0 

3.7 

17.0 

25.0 

66. 7 

Housefurnishings 

- 

0.6 

2.6 

10.5 

21.0 

87.8 

Miscellaneous 

0.8 

2.3 

7.9 

11.8 

42.4 

*See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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’•  TABLE  2  '  CONSUMEBS  ’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
NOVEMBER  INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  NOVEMBER  15,  19  7 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 
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....  TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
INDEXES  BT  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES,  NOVEMBER  15,  1^47 

(Indexes  1935-39  »  IOO.O) '  V  ' 


•  ••  City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

.  Rent 

Fuel, 

Elec. 

&  Ice 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Total 

Gas  8c 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

Hous®- 

furnish- 

ings 

AVERAGE  •  -  •  , 

•164.9 

202.7 

190.2 

115.2 

126.9 

92.5 

160.5 

188.9 

143.0 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

167.5 

206.9 

190.5 

116.1 

14c  ,0 

78.3 

196.8 

189.6 

147.1 

Baltimore,  Md, 

• 

211.8 

•0 

- 

133.9 

116.2 

148.3 

- 

90 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

m.6 

212.7 

192.8 

135.6 

129.8 

79.6 

167.4 

178.2 

141.1 

Boston,  Maes. 

158.3 

192.4 

182.1 

- 

138,0 

107.5 

15^.3 

176.6 

137.7 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

- 

194.8 

- 

126..  5 

96.0 

153.7 

■  •9 

Chicago,  Ill. 

168.3 

207.8 

191.0 

- 

121.7 

83.5 

161.5 

180.0 

142.5 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

167.1 

204.2 

191.2 

* 

131.5 

97.1 

164.4 

184.3 

146.9 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

166.9 

206.1 

190.4 

122.9 

134.1 

104.3 

162.5 

171.6 

142.4 

Denver,  Colo. 

- 

201.0 

- 

105. 5 

68.5 

147.8 

Detroit,  Mich. 

166. 6 

196.7 

190,8 

*0 

137.2 

84. 0 

177.5 

200.3 

156.6 

Houston,  Texas 

165.8 

210.2 

198.7 

116.7 

94.  3 

81.9 

129.0 

190.6 

144.5 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  ' 

00 

204.3 

- 

-  ' 

139.9 

86.6 

I7I.2 

Jacksonville,  Fla.'' 

- 

211.0 

**  1 

«r 

134.6 

94.1 

169.7 

_ 

90 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

- 

194.2 

- 

119.3 

66. 4 

167.6 

90 

Loa  Angeles,  Calif. 

164.1 

206.7 

184.3 

118.9 

94.5 

89.3 

119.3 

181.2 

142.4 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

- 

199.0] 

90  ' 

- 

145.2 

94.6 

170.5 

09 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

- 

226.2 

- 

- 

126,6 

77.0 

154.0 

09 

90 

Mi  lvauke  e , "  Wise. 

164.0 

200.7 

191.9 

114.7 

132.9 

93.4 

156.7 

193.1 

140.4 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

193.7 

90' 

126.6 

78.4 

157.9 

09 

Mobile,  Ala. 

- 

206.8 

- 

- 

123.O 

84.2 

153.4 

90 

Nev  Orleans,  La, 

173.2 

220.2 

193.0 

110.4 

109. 5 

75.1 

146.1 

186.2 

140.7 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

163.3 

203.9 

189.7 

- 

’125.8 

96.2 

171.2 

180.6 

143.1 

Norfolk,  Va. 

168.2 

210.6 

132.5 

113.4 

137.5 

93.7 

172.0 

182.0 

145.3 

Philadelphia>  Pa. 

164.2 

197.5 

185 . 8 

116.3 

130.4 

97.3 

155.4 

189.0 

140.7 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

168.1 

205.2 

218.3 

129.2 

103.3 

173.7 

192.4 

139.6 

Portland,  Me. 

«v> 

190.7 

- 

- 

138.3 

99.4 

157.3 

Portland,  Ore, 

- 

214.2 

- 

- 

122.5 

91.8 

160.2 

Richmond,  Va. 

- 

201.0 

- 

- 

130.4 

95.6 

151.7 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

00 

209.9 

- 

128.4 

94.1 

158.8 

90 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

— 

214.4 

- 

- 

82.7 

■72.7 

118.2 

- 

90 

Savannah,  Ga. 

- 

217.5 

136.1 

91.2 

162.5 

09 

Scranton,  Fa. 

165.2 

202.3 

192.3 

105.1 

134.5 

91.8 

160.6 

184.1 

136.2 

Seattle,  Wash. 

166.2 

207.6 

181.8 

119.1 

118.7 

88. 1 

144.2 

134.8 

146.6 

Washington,  D.  C. 

161.7 

202.0 

1 

211.7 

101.8 

126.8 

! 

94.4 

148.4 

— — S. 

196.7 

146.0 

-*See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 

PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  OCTOBER  15  TO  NOVEMBER  15,  1947 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

j  Fuel, 

Elec. 

&  Ice 

House - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

MisceV 

laneous 

Rent 

r  m  ' 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

AVERAGE 

0.7 

0.5 

0.6 

0.3 

1.4 

0.3 

2.0 

0. 6 

0.8'  _ 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

- 

-2.0 

a/7.3 

2.3 

0.1 

3.2 

Baltimore,  Md. 

0.1 

- 

0.4 

0.6 

*0.3 

am 

- 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

1.1 

0.9 

l.l  ’ 

b/3.0 

0  ' 

0 

0.1 

0.6 

0.9 

Boston,  Mass. 

0.5 

0.3' 

0.8 

- 

2.8 

0.1 

3.7 

0.5 

0.7 

Buffalo,  N.  Y-. 

- 

0.8 

mm 

0.1 

0 

0.2 

Chicago,  Ill.  - 

0.6 

0.3' 

0.8 

>*.  mm 

2.1 

0 

3.3 

0.8 

1.0 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

0 

-1*3 

0.2 

2.5 

6.9 

1 

0.2 

0.4 

2.1 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

- 

-1.2 

- 

c/6.o 

1.8 

-0, 6 

3.3 

- 

- 

Denver,  Colo. 

mm 

1.9 

** 

- 

0 

0 

0 

Detroit,  Mich. 

-0.1 

-1.2 

0.6 

• 

1.5' 

0.2 

1.9 

-0.1 

1.0 

Houston,  Texas 

1.5 

0.7 

0.9 

c/5-4 

-0.1 

0 

0 

2.0 

1.4 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

- 

-qJL: 

mm 

mm 

2.5 

0 

3-3 

mm 

- 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

- 

-1*7 

_ 

mm 

0.5 

0 

0.8 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

tm 

o.4 

rnm 

- 

1.9 

-0.4 

2.8 

am 

. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.  • 

1.7, 

2.4 

0.1 

A/b.6 

0 

0 

0 

0.2 

0.5  % 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

- 

0.5 

- 

mm 

4.1’ 

0 

5.3 

- 

Memphis,  :Tenn.- 

*» 

i 

1.2 

- 

- 

2.8' 

'•  0 

3.6  ‘ 

i 

«. 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

•  / 

■ 

1.6 

♦ 

e/5.0 

0.8 

0.1 

1.2 

-  .. 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

«■» 

-0.5 

am 

1.4  ‘ 

0 

1.8 

Mobile,  Ala. 

mm 

-1.2 

- 

w 

0 

0 

0 

• 

„  mm 

New  Orleans,  La. 

mm 

'  0.3 

mm 

b/l.8 

0.2 

0 

0.3 

- 

- 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

1.0 

1.6 

0.2  . 

- 

0.9  ’ 

0.5 

1.2 

0.8 

0.8 

Norfolk,  Va. 

- 

-1.7 

-  " 

a/3.8 

3.8 

0 

5.6 

- 

» 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

1.2 

0.7 

0.5  ... 

d/5.2 

0.5 

0 

0.7 

1.4 

0.9 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

0.2 

-0.4 

0.6 

1.3 

0 

2.5 

0.4 

1.0 

Portland,  Me. 

• 

-0.1 

- 

3.6 

2.6 

3.8 

• 

.. . 

Portland,  Ore. 

mm 

2.6 

-  1 

mm  ' 

0.7 

0.3 

0.8 

- 

• 

Richmond,  Va. 

- 

•  -2.0 

- 

- 

3-2 

0 

4.5 

- 

.  m 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

- 

0.2 

- 

- 

1.0 

0 

1,6 

mm 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

mm' 

:  2‘7 

- 

0 

0 

0 

• 

-  ■ 

Savannah,  Ga. 

\ 

-0.8 

", 

1.9 

0 

2.7 

Scranton,  Pa. 

fr 

1.9 

r 

b/l.6 

0 

0 

0 

♦ 

Seattle,  Wash. 

• 

1.1 

t 

b/4.0 

0.1 

0 

0.1 

- 

- 

Washington,  D . • C . 

• 

: l 

0.5 

r 

mm 

b/0.7 

1 

0.3 

♦ 

0 

. . . . 1. 

0.4 

l 

- 

•  * 

/  Change  from  May  1947. 

/  Change  from  August  1947. 
/  Change  from  April  1947. 

/  Change  from  July  194-7. 

J  Change  from  June  1947. 
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CONSUMERS 1  PRICE  INDEX  -  DECEMBER  15,  ''ffyff  ty# 

0/ 


/.o 


Consumers’  Prices  Rise  to  a  New  All-Time  Peak  in  Mid-feg<guber 


The  complete  index  shoving  changes 
between  mid-November  and  mid -December  fcr 
large  cities  combined  is  'given. 'in  this 
report-.  Preliminary  figures  were  released 
January  23 «  3  2ii§ . 


Retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  purchased  by  moderate -income  families 
in  large  cities  advanced  1.3  percent  from  mid-November  to  mid-December,  according 
to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor.  Higher  prices  for 
all  groups  of  living  essentials  raised  the  consumers*  price  index  for  December  194-7 
to  a  nev  all-time  high  at  157.0  percent  of  the  3.93?- 39  average.  The  December  index 
was  8.9  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago,  25.3  percent  above  June  1946,  and  69.4 
percent  over  the  August  1939  level.  Since  May  1947,  when  the  present  upward  trend 
began,  the  index  has  risen  7  percent. 


Average  retail  food  prices'  in  large  cities  increased  2.1  percent  over  the 
month.  Higher  prices  were 'reported  for  all  groups  of  foods.  Increased  prices  for 
shortening  and  oleomargarine  in.  most  cities  vere  responsible  for  the  6.0  percent 
rise  in  the  fats  and  oils  group.  Egg  prices  vere  up  5-1  percent  contrary  to  the 
usual  seasonal  trend.  Fresh  fruit  and  vegetable  prices  rose  3*5  percent  on  the 
average,  as  higher  prices  for  apples,  cabbages,  carrots,  onions,  potatoes  and 
spinach  more  than  offset  seasonally  lover  prices-  for  oranges  and  a  sharp  drop  in 
prices  of  green  Leans.  Dairy  products  advanced  3*3  percent  on  the  average.  Prices 
of  meats,  poultry  and  fish  as  a  group  vere  fractionally  higher.  Sugar  and  coffee 
prices  continued  to  rise. 

Apparel  prices  -*n  large  cities  increased  0,5  percent  on  the  average  from 
mid-November  to  mid-December.  The  coiil  inned  rise  in  prices  for  men's,  women's  and 
children's  shoes  contributed  largely  to  the  advance  in  the  apparel  group.  Higher 
prices  vere  also  reported  in  most  cities  for  women’s  rayon  dresses  and  slips, 
men's  socks  and  wool  suits,  girls’  cotton  dresses,  and  rayon  and  cotton  yard  goods. 
Partially  offsetting  these  increases  were  lover  prices  for  overalls,  cotton  house- 
dresses,  and  girls'  wool  coats.  *" 

Prices  of  house furnishings  averaged  1,3  percent  higher  over  the  month. 
Increased  prices  vere  reported  for  living  room,  bedroom  and  dining  room  suites, 
studio  couches,  cook  stoves,  radios  and  washing  machines.  Prices  also  advanced 
in  most  cities  for  sheets,  towels,  and  curtains.  Prices  for  vacuum  cleaners  and 
dinnerware  declined. 


-  o  . 


*r 

,  ;  E^:ou:  erp-  ,scattered  ^^sri. 

—  ^zr" ateissloa8- 

ter  to  mid-December,  erafl3otinc  M^cr^rf^  ^Tenoed  0-7  Percept  from  raid-Hovem- 
bltwmaous  coal  iicraiof-?!  ?  -f  f°r  f'1®1  oll>  Md  anthracite  and 

attributed  to  higher  ceotAf  fuel!  y  SKS  r&teS  rSp0rt94  for  so:oe  c«ies  were 

Mgher  than  in' June  1946^  t0  ~la°  slowdy*  and  oa  December  15,  191*7  were  6. 4-percent 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


The  consumers'  price  index  for  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities  ” 
formerly  known  as  the  cost  of  living  index,"  measures  average  changes  in "retail  ’ 

lQ?r^°bvSfCe'vd  8°?d3’  rentS  3114  services  weighted  by  quantities" bought  in 
1934-36.  by.  families  of  wage  earners • and  moderate-income' workers  in  large  'cities 
whose  incomes  averaged  $1524  in  1934*36,  crcies 

„  .  The  indexes  are  based  on  time-to-time  changes  in  the  prices  of  goods  ^nd 

services  purchased  by  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities.  They  do  not 
indxcate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in  another. 

A  •  P*ic0B  are  c°T-1-ected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  three 

food  Tn  sachWc®ty  weirSodtee  fifteenth  of  the  month*  Aggregate  costs  of 
ood  n  each  Cxty,  weighted  to  represent  food  purchases  of  families  of  wage 

+>Jn  rS  8’?d  mod®r^e‘inccine  workers  have  been  combined  for  the  United  States  with 
.  use  0  popula  ion  weights.  In  August  1947  the  number  of  foods  included  4n 
the  index  was  reduced  from  6l  to  50.  a  J'n 

^  r 

-v 1  sce Tlaneous  goods  and  services 

are  obtained  in  10  key  cities  each  month  and  in  24  SESTlSSa  cities  Quarterl^"255 

fL.C®I  !"l0Clle5el f°r  8.of  the  2k  quarterly  cities  each  month.  The  schedule’ 
f  Pricing  commodities  and  services  in  individual  cities  is  as  follows: 


Every  . 
Month 

Birmingham 

Bee ton 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Detroit 

Houston 

Los  Angeles 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


January,  April, 
July,  October 

.  Buffalo 
Denver 
Indianapolis 
Kansas  Citv 

V 

Manchester 
■’  Portland,  Ore, 
Richmond 
Savannah 


February,  May, 
August,  November 

Atlanta 

Cleveland' 

Milwaukee 

New  Orleans 

Norfolk 

Scranton 

Seattle 

Washington 


March,  Jane, 

^r,  December 


Septemb 


Baltimore 

Jacksonville 

Memphis 

Minneapolis 

Mobile 

Portland,  Me. 
St.  Louis 
San  Francisco 


ZHfli  Prices  are  collected  monthly  in  each  of  the  34  large  cities 
mation  on  rents  is  obtained  at  least  quarterly  in  each  city. 


Infor- 
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TABLE  -1  -  CaNSUJT;RS»  PRICE  TXDEX.  FOR  MCPmAPB-II'ICOHD  F/KIXIES 
FCSR  LARGE  CITES  CCKBIIIID*  FCH  SFLCiFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 


nu 


.TCRCE3JT  CHA^te 


* 

*-  • . 

Group 

V  ”  •  •  •  |C- 

it 

Dec.  15- 

1  C>' 

»  ,  , 

Star.  15 
.1947' ' 

. . - 

;3opt .  15 

- 1547  : 

Dec.  15 
1946 

June  15 
1946 

Aug .  15 
1939 

•  '  •  ' ,  V  ' 

•In&aof  1^33- 

39  =  100.0 

*  ''  ;  .  * 

All  ■ 

167.0 

I61.-9 

163  *3 

153.3 

133.3 

98.6' 

All  Foods 

PGO.9  ‘ 

•  i  v 

203.5 

185.9 

•  ll'i.6 

$3.5 

1 

Core o.l  -I  Baker,.  Products ( 

170.5  '• 

I67.9 

157.8 

1 4l .  7 

122..  1 

.93.1 

lier.t.  Poultry  and  Fish 

227-3 

227.0 

240.6 

197.8 

134.0 

95.7  :• 

Pa. i ry  Produc  t  c 

204.9 

I98.4  > 

1775.2 

200.9 

147.8 

93.1 

r.pgs 

236.I  ‘ 

224.7 

235.9 

201.1 

147.1 

90.7 

Fruits  &  Vegetables 

£05.3 

1S9.C 

196.2 

185 . 0 

183.5 

92.4 

Beverage 

198,5 

191-7 

.  187.0 

176.2 

125.4 

94.9 

Fats  and  Oils 

008,2 

196,4  . 

176.6 

207o 

126.4 

81. 5 

Sugar  and  SVeets 

163-7 

183 . 2 

181.1 

175.3 

136.2 

95-6 

Aprs re 1 

191.2 

"  190.2 

187.6 

176.5 

157.2 

100.3 

Rent 

l  -  s  !■ 

115*2 

II3.6 

•- 

103.5 

104.3 

IP  el.  electricity  &  Ice 

*1  <*1  ‘T  K 

J„«F  j  .  vy 

126.9  ~  124.6 

113-5 

110.5- 

97.5 

Gas  &  Electricity 

92.6' 

00  u 

U.C.  .  J 

QO  1 

92.0 

$2.1 

99.0 

Other  Fuels  &  Ice 

162.0 

ifiT)  *\ 

v^r  •  y 

•+  •  3 

138.3 

126.4 

96.3 

Eousefnrniohings 

191.4 

.V'  r: .  9 

137.5 

177.1 

156.1 

100.6 

Miscellaneous 

144.-4 

143.0 

140.8 

136.1 

127.9 

.  ICO. 4 

* 

Percent  Changes . to  December  15? 

1947 

• 

All  Item 

1.3 

2.0 

8.9 

25.3 

69.1 

All  Feeds 

- 

2.1 

1.7 

11.3 

42.1 

121.3 

Cereal  &  Bakery  Products 

1  ^ 

—  •  > 

8.0 

20.3 

39.6 . 

82.5 

Kteat,  •  Poultry  and  Fish  , 

1  _ 

0.x 

-5.5 

14.9 

69.6 

137.5 

Dairy  Products 

'  3.3' 

<7  0 
u  *  0 

2.0 

38.6 

120.1 

v  "r~t  rrre* 

«N 

’  5.1 

n  i 

*  _u.,- 

17-4 

60.5 

160.3 

Fruits  and  Vegetables 

4M 

0  0 
<-  '  J 

: !.o 

11.0 

11.9 

122 . 2 

Beverage 

- 

2.0 

6.1 

12.7 

58.3 

109.2 

146,4 

Fats  and  Oils 

- 

6.0 

17.9 

0.4 

61.7 

Sugar  and  Sweets 

i 

0.3 

1.4 

4.8 

'  34.9 

92.2 

Apparel 

Rent 

I  - 

0.5 

1.9 

8.3 

21.6 

90.6 

j 

0.2 

1.6 

- 

6 . 4 

10.6 

Fuel,  Electricity  &  Ice 

- 

0.7 

0  0 

U  1  V 

’10.6 

15.7 

31.1 

Gas  &  Electricity 

«** 

b.i 

0.5 

0.7 

0.5 

-6.5 

Other  Finals  &  Ice 

- 

0.9 

3.6 

17.1 

26.2 

68.2 

Hcu  a  e  funi  i  ah  i  ng  a 

- 

1-3 

2.1 

8.1 

22.6 

90.3 

t  !i  c  c  e  1  lane  ou  s 

. 

1.0 

2.6 

6.1 

12.9 

43.8 

*  See  general  explanation  on  page  3 
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TABLE  2  *  CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  LARGE  CITIES* 
DECEMBER  INDEXES  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  DECEMBER  15,  l$hj 
FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  EX.:  CITIES 


• 

City 

Indexes 
1935-39  s 
100.0 

Percent  Changes  to  December  15,  1947  from 

1 

Dec.  15 

19^7 

Nov.  15 

■  1947- 

sept .  15 

•  1947 

Dec'.  15 

1946 

dune  Ip 

1-946 

Aug.  15 
1939- 

AVERAGE 

167.0 

1.3 

2.0 

8.9' 

25.3 

.  •  69 • 4 

Surveyed  Monthly 

- 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

173-8 

1.3 

2.8 

9.7 

27-3' 

76.4 

Boston,  Mass. 

160.  4 

1.3 

1.1 

8.2 

25.4 

65.2 

Chicago,  Ill. 

170.1 

1.1 

1.1 

11.2 

29.9 

72.3 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

170.3 

1.9 

2.4 

11.5 

28.8 

75.0 

Detroit,  Mich. 

169.0 

'1.4 

2.9 

10.4 

23.9 

71.6 

Houston,  Texas 

169.3 

2.1 

4.4 

11.2 

29.7 

68.1 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

166.O 

1.2 

2.7 

7.4 

22.0 

65.2 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

164.9 

1.0 

1.9 

6.2  . 

21.4 

66.6 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

.166.3 

1.3 

1.9 

9.0 

25.5 

.  70.0 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

170.2 

•:1.2 

1.2 

9.5 

26.4 

73.0 

Surveyed  Quarterly . 

- 

Baltimore ,  Md . 

171.3  . 

-  . 

2.1 

10.0 

26.3 

73.6 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

173.9  . 

-  ■ 

3-2 

9.5 

25.7 

76.5 

Memphi s ,  Term . 

173.5  . 

2.7 

11.0 

29.0 

n.b 

, Minneapoli s ,  Minn. 

.166.3  . 

-  .. 

2.5 

11.0 

28.4 

66. 7 

Mobile,  Ala. 

.170.3 

- 

3.7 

10.9 

28.1 

72.7 

Portland,  Me. 

.162.0  . 

- 

1.8 

8.6. 

25-9.  • 

66.8 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

167.9  . 

- 

1.5 

11.0 

28.0 

71.2 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

168.9 

1 

1 

1.9 

5-3. 

. 

22.6 

70.1 

*  See  general  explanation  on  Page  3. 
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TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS 1  PRICE  INDEX-  FOR  LARGS  CITIES* 

INDEXES  'EY  GROUPS,  3Y  CITIES,  DECEMBER  Ip,  1947 


V  - 


1935-39  «  100.0) 


City 


AVERAGE  -  • 

...  * 

..  . 

Atlanta,  Ga . 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Birmingham,  Ala . 
Boston,  Mass . 
Buffalo.,  N.  Y.  •  ' 
Chicago,  Ill. 
Cincinnati, ;0hio 
Cleveland,  Ohio  . 
Denver,  .Colo. 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,.  Texas 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Jachsonville,  Fla. 
Kansas ’City,  Mo. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Manchester,  N.  II. 
Memphis',  Tenn. 

Mi Ivauke e ,  Wi  s . 
Minneapoli s ,  Minn . 
Mobile, 'Ala. 

Men  Orleans,  La. 

Lev  tfork,  N.  Y. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Portland,  Me*--  •  • 
Portland,  Ore. 
Richmond,  Va. 
oh.  Louis,  Mo . 

San  Francisco,  Califs 
Savannah,  Ga. 
Scranton,  Pa. 

Seattle,  Wash. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


All 

Items 

Food 

'*  r  .. 

Apparel 

Rent 

...  •  .. 

Fuel, 

■  T- 

Total 

Elect. 

Gas  & 

Elect.- 

ricity 

Sc,  Ice 
Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

n 

!.  • 

1 

!  House-' 
furnish¬ 
ings 

I67.O 

206.9 

■  191.2 

115  vk 

127.8 

i  '  92.6 

1 

162.0 

191.4 

- 

211.1 

•» 

mm 

140,0  78.2 

19  6.8 

1 

mm 

171.3 

217.8 

192.3 

112.6 

13'5.0!  116.9 

149.6 

197.2 

173.8 

217.0 

197.0 

- 

130.9 

79.6 

169.1 

182.2 

160.4 

195.7 

183*3 

111.4 

l4o.7 |  107.7 

158.4 

'  178.6 

- 

200.3 

- 

- 

126.91  96.0 

154.5 

•  ••• 

170.1 

1  210.5 

193.4 

129.2 

122.51  63.5 

163 . 0 

181.0 

170.3 

211.6 

189.1 

110.7 

132.2 

97. 1 

165.7 

187.7 

- 

212.3 

- 

- 

135.2 

104.3 

2.64.8 

- 

205.6 

mm 

105 . 3 

6.8.5 

147.4 

_ 

169.0 

202.0 

191.6 

- 

137.1 

.  84.0 

177.3 

201.7 

169.3 

218.1 

200.5 

94.3 

8I-.9 

218.0 

1  190.7 

- 

208.8 

- 

- 

139.91  86.6 

171.2 

173-9 

216 . 6 

136.0 

118.5 

139 . 0 

100.2 

172.6 

183.5 

- 

197.3 

- 

- 

119.1 

66.1 

167.5 

166.0 

211.1 

137.1 

- 

94.3 

89.-3 

■118.0 

182.5 

204.7 

- 

- 

149.1 

!  94.6 

176.3- 

4 

173.5 

229.7 

205.2 

124.5 

127.0 

77.0 

154.6 

171.7 

- 

204.6 

- 

132.9 

•  98.4 

156.6 

166.2 

199.3 

200.8 

122.4 

122.0- 

78.5 

161.9 

192.2 

170.3 

216.3 

197.5  ■ 

120.5 

125.4 

64.1 

157.6 

177.1 

222.1 

- 

- 

109.8; 

75 -I 

146.6 

164.9 

206.1 

191.7 

mm 

126.2 

96..4 

171  .-9  - 

181.2 

•• 

2-16.1 

- 

mm 

137.5 

93.7 

172.0 

160.3 

201.8 

186.3 

-  . 

130.4 

97.8 

155  ♦  5 

.  193.0  • 

170.2 

209.6 

219.3- 

~  ■ 

132.4 ■ 

103.3 

I82.5 

193.6 

162,0 

195.2 

191.4 

109.7 

l4o.6 

99.5 

160.8 

'183.7 

219.0 

- 

- 

124.5 

93*1 

163.0 

- 

207.6 

- 

m» 

130.4 

95.6 

151.7 

mm 

167.9 

£15.2 

192.9 

115.3 

128.7 

cL.  i 

159.2 

168.5 

168.9 

215.7 

181.5 

112.2 

82.7 

'  72.7 

118 . 6 

161.3  " 

- 

222.2 

- 

- 

137*9 

91.2 

165.3 

- 

210.0 

M 

- 

134.5 

91.6 

160.6 

213.4 

mm 

118.7 

88.1 

144.2 

«■ 

. . ....  i. 

207.4 

. 

126.9 

1 

94.4 

148.6 ^ 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 


144.4 


•  143  • 
141. 
138. 

1^3. 

148. 


158.6 

147.4 

156.4  , 
142.8 

134.5 

148.0 

135.1 


145-5 


2.41.6' 

140.6 

144.4 

138.5 
152.8 


*  s 


ee  general  explanation  on  page  3  * 
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TABLE  4  -  CarJFUMERS'  PPJCE  HIDE:  FOR  LAPSE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GROUPS ,  .BY  CITIES 
EE  OK  NOVEMBER  TO  DECEMBER  15,  1947 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

Rent 

Fuel, 

Elec.  £ 

ii  Ice 

■ 

House 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Other 

Euels 

Si  Ice 

AVERAGE 

1.3 

2.1 

0.5 

0.2 

- - 

0.7 

0, 

0.9 

1*3 

1.0 

Atlanta,  Ga.  ' 

- 

2.0 

_ .  • 

0 

-0.1 

0 

_ 

mm 

Baltimore,  Mi. 

2.8 

- 

a/l,0 

0.8 

0.6 

0.9 

- 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

1  P 

2.0 

2.2 

- 

0.8  • 

0 

1.0 

2.2 

0 

Boston,  Mass. 

1.3 

•1.7 

0.7 

ia/1.0 

.2 . 0 

0.2 

2.7 

1.1 

0.8 

Buffalo,  IT.  Y. 

- 

2.8 

•  - 

- 

0.3 

0 

0.5 

- 

- 

Chicago,  Ill 

1.1 

1.3 

“l  +> 

a/l.3 

0.7 

0 

0.9 

0.6 

0.5 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

1.9 

5.6 

-1.1 

s/i.b 

Go 

0 

0.8 

1.8 

0.7 

C le ve land ,  Ohio 

• 

3.0 

mm 

m 

C.3 

0 

1.4 

- 

- 

Denver,  Colo. 

~ 

2-3 

- 

- 

-0.2 

0 

-0.3 

- 

- 

Detroit,  Mich. 

l.l 

O  T 
c.  .  ( 

0.4 

- 

-0.1 

0 

-0.1 

0.7 

1*3 

ffohston,  Texas 

2.1 

3.8 

0.9 

mm 

0 

0 

0 

0.1 

2.0 

Indianapoli s , '  Ind . 

- 

2.2 

- 

mm 

0 

0 

0 

- 

■» 

J acksonvi lie ,  Fla . 

_ 

2.7 

- 

p,  /l  7 

6.5 

i  7 

*  1 

- 

mm 

Kansas  City,  Mo . 

_ 

— .  • 

- 

"**4 

-0.2 

-0.5 

-0.1 

- 

- 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

1.2 

2 .  x 

n  ca 
j.  • 

- 

-0.2 

0 

-1.1 

0.7 

0.3 

Manchester,  N.  E. 

-  • 

2.9 

O  r7 
.  i 

0 

3  •  4 

mm 

- 

Memph  i  s ,  Tern . 

1.5 

- 

b/3.3 

.  0.3 

0 

0.4 

m» 

mm 

Milwaukee ,  VI  s . 

-  • 

l.Q 

- 

0 

0 

-0.1 

- 

- 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

. 

r\  rh 

- 

a/2.3 

1.9 

0.1 

2.5 

- 

- 

Mobile,  Ala. 

** 

k  .6 

mm 

a/0*  1 

2.0  ’ 

-0.1 

2.9 

•m 

- 

New  Orleans,  La. 

0.9 

- 

- 

.  0.3 

0 

0.5 

- 

New  York,  IT,  Y. 

1.0 

1.1 

*  » 

•  -J- 

- 

.  0.3 

0.2 

0.4 

0.  3  " 

1.7 

Norfolk,  Va. 

w 

2.6 

- 

0 

0 

0 

- 

mm 

Ph i lade lph 1 a ,  Pa . 

1.3 

p  0 

0.5 

mm 

0 

0 

0.1 

2.1 

0.6 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

1.2 

2.1 

0  S 

- 

2.5 

0 

5-1 

0 . 6 

0.7 

Portland,  Me. 

2.4 

- 

a/l-6 

1.7 

0.1 

2.2 

mm 

- 

Portland ,  Ore . 

- 

2.2 

- 

1.6 

1.4 

1.7 

- 

- 

Richmond,  Va. 

- 

3-3 

•r. 

-  ■ 

0 

0 

0 

mm 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

- 

2.5 

- 

a/1.9  . 

0.2. 

0 

c.3 

- 

mm 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

0.6 

-  - 

8/1.6 

0 

C 

0.3 

- 

- 

Savannah ,  Ga . 

- 

2.2 

- 

- 

1.3 

0 

1.7 

- 

- 

Scranton,  Pa. 

- 

3.6 

- 

- 

0 

0 

0 

- 

- 

Seattle,  Wash. 

2.8 

-  • 

0 

0 

0 

- 

- 

Washington,  D.  C. 

- 

P  v 

- — - 

0.1 

1 

Q 

. 

0-.1 

mm 

i 

mm 

*  See  general  explanation  on  page  3 
a/  Change  from  September  1947. 
b/  Change  from  August  1947. 
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TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS  ’  PRICE  INDEX  PCJR  LARGE  CITIES* 
PERCENT  CHANGES  BY  GKOUPS,  BY  CITIES 
FROM  SEHHIBEE  15  TO  DECEMBER  15,  19^7 


j 

! 

• 

Fuel, 

Elect . 

cc  Ice. 

I 

ail 

i 

| 

Gas  cc 

Other 

House- 

Miscel- 

City 

Items 

'Feed 

Apparel 

Pent 

Total 

Elect- 

Fuels 

furnish- 

lancous 

..  * 

i 

- 

-  •• 

.  /  •  •  - 

ricity 

&  Ice 

lugs 

AVERAGE 

2.0 

11.7 

1.9 

I 

1.6 

2.6 

0.5 

3*6 

•  2.1 

2.6 

At  °  Ga  • 

0.3 

.. 

•  2.3 

0 

3-2 

- 

- 

Baltimore,  Md. 

2.3 

2.3 

2.3. 

1.0 

1.7  • 

•1.2  . 

1.9 

1.8 

1.6 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

2.8 

2.9 

‘4.8 

- 

1.6 

0 

2.1 

3.1 

1.4 

Boston,  Mass. 

1.1 

0.2 

1.6 

1.0 

5-3 

1.0 

7.0 

0.8 

1.9 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

- 

1.9 

- 

- 

1.2 

0 

2.0 

- 

- 

Chicago,  Ill. 

1.1 

-0.2 

p  o 

L.  • 

1.3 

3.2 

0 

'5.0 

1.7 

2.7 

C  inc  i  nnat  i .,  Ohi  o 

oh. 

2.4 

-0.5 

1.4 

4.9 

6.9 

3.9 

3.4 

4.0 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

mm 

0.6 

- 

- 

2.7 

-0.6 

4.8 

•  V 

mm 

Denver,  Colo. 

- 

3-3 

- 

- 

-0.8 

0 

-1.2 

- 

Detroit,  Mich. 

2.9 

2.3 

2.6 

- 

p  o 

C.  •  '  — 

-0 .1 

3*0 

1.1 

3.2 

Houston,  Texas 

4.4 

5*7 

2*0 

- 

v  •  -+• 

0 

0 

2,1 

4.6 

Indi anapol i s ,  Ind . 

mm 

2.9 

- 

•3.1 

0 

4.0 

- 

mm 

J achscnviile ,  Fla . 

3.2 

3-6 

3.2 

1.7 

■R.8 

6. 5- 

2.5 

6.4 

2.6 

•Kansas  City,  Mo. 

- 

2.0 

- 

- 

•1.6 

-1.2 

2.7 

- 

- 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

2.7 

3*^ 

2.3 

M 

-0.2 

0 

-1.1 

1.6 

i*5. 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

- 

1.7 

- 

•8.4 

0 

11.0 

- 

•  - 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

2.7 

4.2 

0.3‘ 

o  /p  O 

27  e  •  j 

3^ 

0 

4.4 

1.8,.  • 

0.7 

Milwaukee,  Wi s . 

•• 

2.2 

- 

- 

0.9 

0.1 

1.2 

- 

I  tinneapoli s ,  Minn . 

2.5 

1.1 

o  ^ 

■  2.3 

3*9 

"0.1 

.5*2 

2.8 

4.4 

Mobile,  Ala. 

3-7 

4.6 

7-7 

0.7 

2.0 

-0.2 

2.9 

3*7 

0,9 

Hew  Orleans,  La. 

- 

2.4 

*■ 

- 

0.5 

t  0 

0.7 

- 

- 

New  York,  N.  Y, 

1.9 

1.5 

1-5 

1.4 

|  '0.8 

1.9 

2.7 

3*3 

Norfolk,  Ya. 

.. 

2.6 

- 

■  - 

5.7 

0 

8.3 

- 

Hi  i  3n.de  lph  i  a ,  Pa* 

1.9 

1.0 

1.9 

- 

1.0 

•  0 

1.5 

3*6 

1.9 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

1.2 

-0.1 

1-5  • 

- 

3.8 

0 

7  V 
i  »  ( 

2.2 

2.6 

Portland,  Me* 

1.8 

0.8 

4 . 4 

1.6 

5.6 

O  O 

•  s 

e.h 

0.3 

1.2 

Portland,  Ore* 

- 

^•3 

- 

mm 

2.4 

2.0 

j  2.0 

- 

* 

Richmond,  Ya. 

1*9 

- 

i  - 

3.3 

■  0 

4.8 

- 

-  ■ 

•St.  Louis,  Mo. 

1*5 

-0.3 

5.3 

1.9 

3.4 

■  0 

5.1 

2.3 

2.8 

•San  Francisco,  Cfelif. 

1.9 

2.5 

1.5 

■1.6 

*0 

"0 

0.3 

2.7 

.1*3 

Savannah,  Ga. 

.  , 

c.9 

- 

- 

3.5 

’0 

4.6 

- 

Scranton,  ,Pa. 

- 

1.6 

•• 

- 

0.3 

"0 

0.4 

<■» 

- 

Seattle,  Wash. 

*-  ■» 

3*6 

- 

- 

0.8  ■ 

0 

1.'3 

- 

mm 

Washington,  •  D .  C . 

- 

2.2 

mm 

- 

1.0 

0 

1.4 

- 

....  .  «  -•  ...»  • 

- 

... 

)  ■  ■*•* 

i 

...  ....  • 

'  -r  *r* 

.  ' 

...  ...... 

i 

« 

1 

-  - 

j 

J 

i 

- - 

*  See  general,  explanation  on  page  3* 
a/  Chan ge  from  August  194?. 
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CONSIDERS  V-  PRICE  INDEX- .AND  RETAIL VPDOD  FRI CES 


JANUARY  15,  1943-;  •. 


Consumers*  Prices  Reach  Peak,  in  Mid January,  -  71:  Percent  Above  F re-War; 
Retail  Food  Prices  1.4  Percent  Higher  in  January  than  in  December 


This  report  combines  information  on  the  * 
Con'mtmbrB  ’•  Price  Index  and  the  Retail  Food 
Price  Index,  formerly-  issued  as  two  separate 
releases,  •  Final  -indexes  shoving  changes  to 
January  15,  '1943,  for  individual  cities  .and 
large  cities  combined  are  given  herein,  Fre- 
liminary  National  figures  were  released  on 
February  14.  lo46, _ _ _ 


1^.  January,  retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  purchased  by  moderate- 
income  families  in  large  cities  were  at  a  new  post-war  peak.  According  to  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  U,S.  Department  of  Labor,  prices  advanced  1,1  percent 
on  the  average  from  mid-December  to  mid-January,  bringing  the  consumers  1  price 
index  to  168,8  percent  of  top  1935“ 39  average ;  -26,6  percent  above  June  1946  and 
71-2  percent  higher  than  the  August  1939  pre-war  level.  Prices  were  higher  in 
January  than  in  December  for  all  groups  of  living  eeeentiaJ-s;  foods  rose  1.4 
*  percent;  appardl,  housefurnishings  and  rents  were  up  about  f), 5  percent;  fuel  and 
miscellaneous  commodities  increased  more  than  1  percent. 

The  advance  of  1,4  percent  in  retail  prices  of  foods  brought  the  food 
index  for  5ft  large  cities  combined  to  209*7  percent  of  the  1935*39  average  to  - 
establish  a  new  high,  14.1  percent  above  a  year  ago,  124.3  percent  higher  than 
August  1939?  and  .13.4  percent  above  the  peak  of  June  1920,  Thirty-nine  of  the 
50  foods  increased  in  price.  Mainly  responsible  for  the  index  rise  was  the  in¬ 
crease  of  4,5  percent  for  the  meats,  poultry  and  fish  group.  Prices  of  all  items 
in  this  group,  Except,  bacon  and  salt  pork,  advanced  although  they  usually  decrease 
at  this  time  of  year.  Fruita  and  vegetables  advanced  1.5  percent  with  largest 
increases  reported  for  spinach  (14  percent)  and  lettuce  (12  percent).  Prices  of 
cereals  and  bakery  products  rose  1.3  percent.  Fats  and  oils  increased  .0,5  percent 
on  the  average,  with  shortening  and  salad  oil  up  2.5  percent  and  margarine  up 
0.7  percent.  In  the  dairy  products  group,  higher  prices  for  milk  and  cheese  ver©  » 
offset  by  a  1.5  percent  decline  in  butter  prices.  Egg  prices  decreased  seasonally 
by  9.5  percent. 

Apparel  prices  in  large  cities  increased  £.5  percent  on  th«  average  ever  the 
month.  Higher  prices  for  shoes,  men’s  suits  and  business  shirts,  and  women’s  rayon, 
drees-es  and  slips  and  nylon  hose  were  partially  offset  by  seasonal  sales  at  lower 
prices  for  woolen  outer  garments  for  women  and  girls  and  decreased  prices  for 
cotton  hou&eiiro8.ees .  Scattered  increases  were  reported  for  men’s  socks  and  cotton 

yurdgoods.  •  • .  • 
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Hfnisrefaralshiisgs  advanced' 0.5  percent  ever  the  month  and  in  mid- January 
vere  23.2  percent  abwe  the  level  of  June  1946  and  91,2  percent  higher  than  in 
August  1939*  Price  advances  vere  reported  in  most  cities  for  wool  rugs,  bedroom, 
living  rsara  suites  and  dinette  sets.  Higher  prices  vere  also  reported  in  some 
cities  for  bedsprings,  sofa  beds,  gas  cook  stoves,  and  electric  refrigerators, 
vhile  prices  of  sheets  decreased,  due  to  January  white  sales. 

The  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  index  advanced  1.3  percent  on  the  average 
from  mid-December  te  mid-January,  Higher  prices  for  residential  fuels  of  all  types 
vere  reported  in  28  of  the  34  cities  surveyed.  Utilities  increased  0,5  percent  on 
the  average  due  mainly  to  higher  coot  of  fuel, 

Hants  continued  to  advance  slowly  (up  0.4  percent  for  the  month)  te  a 
point  6.5  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago. 

Miscellaneous  goods  and  services  rose  1,4  percent  between  mid-December 
and  mid-January  with  most  cities  reporting  higher  prices  for  gasoline  and  motor 
oil,  toilet  and  laundry  soaps,  ..automobiles,  tires,  and  hospital  rates.  Scattered 
increases  vere  reported  for  adult  movie  admissions,  doctors*  fees,  and  streetcar 
and  bus  fares.  Cigarette  prices  increased  in  two  cities  due  to  higher  taxes. 
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The  "consumers’  pricp  ind^x  for  jmDder51jbe-l.hc.01np, families  in  large  cities,"  formerly 
known  as  the  "pest  of  living  index,"  measures  average' changes  in' retail -prices  of 
goods,  rents  and  services  bought.. by.  fpmil1-.es  of  wage  earners  and  moderate- income 
workers  in  large  cities.  Time-to-time  changes  in  fhe  prices  of  goods  and  services 
are  weighted  by  193^” average  expenditures,  of,  families  whose  incomes  averaged 
$1524  in  193^*36.  City  data  are  combined  for  the  United  States,  with  the  use  of 
population  weights. 

The.  indexes  do  not  indicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in 
another.  *  ’  ’  .  4‘ 

Food  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  3  days  of  the  week 
which  includes  the  fifteenth  of  the  month. 


Fuel  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  each  of  the  3^-  large  cities.  Information  on 
rents  is  obtained  at  least  quarterly  in  each  city. 


Prices  of  apparel,  housefurnishings,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  are# . 
obtained  in  10  key  cities  each  month  and  in  2^  other  large  cities  quarterly.  Prices 
are  collected  for  8  of  the  2k  quarterly  cities  each  month.  The  schedule  for  pricing 
commodities  and  services  in  individual  cities  is  as  follows: 


Every 

Month 


January,  April,,/  February,  May, 

July,  October-  ..  August,  November 


March,.  June.  ’. 
September,  December 


Birmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Detroit 

Houston 

Los  Angeles 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


Buffalo 

D.enver 

Indianapolis  . 
Kansas  City 
Manchester 
Portland,  Ore. 
Richmond 
Savannah 


Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

New  Orleans 

Norfolk 

Scranton 

Seattle 

Washington 


Baltimore..  .  , 

Jacksonville 

Memphis 

Minneapolis  r 

Mobile  . 

.<  »  ■ 

Portland,  Me.. 
St .  Louis  . 

San  Francisco 


Tables  in  this  release  contain  index  numbers  for  the  current  and  other  specified 
periods  and  show  percent  changes  t©  the  current  period  from  specified  dates. 


Table  1  shows  indexes  for  all  items  combined,  groups  and  subgroups  for  large- 
cities  combined,  for  the  -current  period,  a  month  ago,  3  months  ago,  a  year 
ago,  June  I9L6  and  August  1939.  *  .... 

Table  2  shows  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  for  indexes  give  in  Table  lf 

Table  3  shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  month  and  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  10  cities*  surveyed 
monthly.  .  . 

-  Table  L  shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  .quarter  for  each  of  8  cities  surveyed  quarterly. 


Table  5  shows,  iqdex.es  for  all  items  combined  for  specified  periods  and  percent 
changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates  for  18  cities  surveyed 
this  month. 
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Table.  6  shows  current  U*S.  average  prices  for  50  fo«d  items. 

Table1 7  shows  food  price  Indexes  for  the  current  period,  a  month  ago  and  3 
•  "  •  months  ago,  and  corresponding  percent  changes  for  38  cities  for  which  only 
food  price  data  are  collected  or  for  which  complete  price  surveys  were  not 
made  this  month. 

Table  8  shows  fuel  price  indexes  for  the  current  period  and  percent  changes  to 
the  current  period  from  a  month  .ago  and  3  months  ago  for  lo  cities  for  which 
complete  price  surveys  were  not  made  this  month. 


GUIDE  TO  TABLES  IN  THIS  RELEASE 


Cities 

Tables 

Cities 

Tables 

U.Sf  AVERAGE 

,X,  2,  6 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

7,  ? 

V  * 

Milwaukee,  Wise, 

7,  8 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

7,  3 

Minneapolis,  Minn.' 

7,  8 

Baltimore,  Md, 

•  7,  8 

Mobile,  Ala. 

7,  8 

Birmingham,  Ala, 

3,  5 

Newark,  N.  J. 

7 

Boston,  Mass. 

. 3,  5 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

7 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

7 

7,  8 
3,  5 

f 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

.  X,  :5 

New  Orleans,  La, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Butte,  Mont. 

,  .  T 

Norfolk,  Var 

7/  8 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 

7 

Omaha,'  Kebr. 

7 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

7 

Chicago,  Ill, 

■3,  5 

Peoria,  Ill. 

7 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

3>  5 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

3,  5 

P itt sburgh.  Pa. 

3,  5 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

7,  3 

Portland,  Me, 

7,  8 

Columbus,  Ohio 

7 

Portland,  Ore, 

•  K  5 

Dallas,  Tex.  ..  _ 

Denver,  Colo.  . ;  , 

.  ...  .  7  . 

U,  .5  .  '  ' 

Providence,  'R.'  I.,  . 

7 

Richmond,  Va, 

K  5 

Detroit,  Mich. 

3,,  5 

Rochester,  N.  Y, 

7 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

...  7 

St.  Louis,  Mot  '  • 

•  .  7,  8 

Houston,  Tex. 

3,  5 

St . .Paul,  Minnf 

7 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

* 

Jackson,  Miss.  . .  . . 

...  .  -..  .  .7 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

7 

. 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

7,  8 

Jacksonville,  Fla,. 

..  .  7,.  8  . 

Savannah,  Ga. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  -  .... 

"...  5 

Scranton,  Pa,' 

•  .  ■  :  7,  8 

Knoxville,  Tenn. 

7 

Seattle,  Wash. 

■  .  •-  7,  8 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

7 

Los  Angwles,  Calif, 

3,  .5 

Springfield,  Ill. 

7,  3 

• . 

Washington,  D.  C.' 

7 

Louisville,  Ky. 

7 

Wichita,  Kans. 

7 

Manchester,  N..  H. 

k  R 

r  J 

Winston-Salem,  N,  C. 

7 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS  * ‘‘PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE -INCOME 
FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*, 

FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
(1935-39  =  100.0) 


Group 

Jan.  15 
1948 

Dec.  15 
1947 

Oct.  15 

1947 

Jan.  15 

1947 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 

1939 

ALL  ITEMS 

168.8 

I67.O 

163.8 

153.3 

133.3 

98.6 

ALL  FOODS 

209.7 

206.9 

201.6 

183.8 

145.6 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

172.7 

170.5 

160.3 

143.4 

122.1 

93.4 

Meats,  poultry  &  fish 

237.5 

227.3 

235.5 

199.0 

134.0 

95.7 

Meats 

233.4 

223.2 

234.9 

192.1 

120.4 

95.4 

Beef  &  veal 

239.7 

227.6 

233.6 

190.9 

121.2 

99.6 

Pork 

225.9 

218.2 

240.9 

190.8 

114.3 

88.0 

Lamb 

231.5 

221.5 

226.2 

205.3 

139.0 

98.8 

Chickens 

200.0 

190.7 

189.5 

I85.8 

162.8 

94.6 

Fish 

310.9 

302.3 

286.5 

271.3 

219.7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

205.7 

204. 9 

190.1 

190.1 

147.8 

93.1 

Eggs 

213.6 

236.1 

232.7 

131.7 

147.1 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

208.3 

205.3 

196.6 

187.9 

183.5 

92.4 

Fresh 

215.7 

212.1 

201.1 

184.1 

196.7 

92.8 

Canned 

158.0 

157.3 

155-2 

173.6 

127.5 

91.6 

Dried 

256.8 

255.4 

255.6 

269.2 

172.5 

90.3 

Beverages  :  • 

201.9 

198.5 

190.8 

178.3 

125.4 

94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

209.3 

208.2 

190.0 

201.9 

126.4 

84. 5 

Sugar  Sc  sweets 

183.4 

183.7 

181.8 

176.2 

136.2 

95.6 

APPAREL 

192.1 

191.2 

I89.O 

179.0 

157.2 

100.3 

RENT 

115.9 

115.4 

114.9 

108.8 

108.5 

104.3 

FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  &  ICE 

129.5 

127.3 

125.2 

117.3 

110.5 

•  97.5 

Gas  &  electricity 

93.1 

92.6  • 

92.2 

91.9 

92.1 

99.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

165.0 

162.0 

157.4 

142.1 

128.4 

'  -'96.3 

HOUSEFURNISHINGS 

192.3 

191.4  • 

187.8 

179.1 

156.1 

100.6 

MISCELLANEOUS 

146.4 

144.4 

141.3 

137.1 

127.9 

100.4 

, 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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TABLE'  '2  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE -INCOME 
FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*,  AND  PERCENT 
CHANGES  TO  JANUARY  15,  1948  FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 


•r  Group  • 

v  Dec.  15' 

1947 

Oot.  15 
1947 

Jan.  15 
1947 

.  •  •  ••  f 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 

1939 

ALL  ITEMS 

1.1  *V 

3.1 

10.1 

2  6.6 

j  • 

71.2 

ALL  FOODS  ' 

1.4 

4.0 

14.1 

44.0 

124.3 

•Cereal  &  bakery  products 

1.3 

7.7 

20.4 

41.4 

84.9’’ 

V  Meats,  poultry  &  fish 

4.5 

0.8 

19.3 

77.2 

148.2 

•>  Meats 

4.6 

-0.6 

21.5 

93.9 

144.7 

Beef  •&  veal 

•  -  5.3 

2.6 

25.6 

97.8 

140.7 

.  Pork  •  • 

3.5 

-6.2  ' 

18.4 

97.6 

156.7 

Lamb  •* 

4.5 

2.3 

12.8 

66.5 

.  134.3 

•  ■  Chickens 

4.9 

5.5 

7.6 

22.9 

111.4 

• ' .  Fish 

2.8 

8.5 

14.6 

41.5 

212.1 

Dairy  products 

0.4'.  ‘ 

8.2  ‘ 

8.2 

39.2 

120.9 

Eggs 

•9-5  ' 

-8.8 

17.6 

45.2 

135. .5  i 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

1.5 

6.0 

10.9 

13.5 

125.4 

.  Fresh  • 

1.7 

7.3 

17.2 

9.7 

132.4 

. . Canned 

0.4  ‘ 

1.8 

-  9.0 

23.9 

72.5 

; ,  Dried 

0.5  ’ 

0.5 

-  4.6 

48.9 

184.4’: 

Beverages 

1.7 

5.8 

13.2 

61.0 

112.8 

Fats  &  oils 

0.5 

10.2 

3.7 

65. 6 

147.7 

Su£ar  &  sweets 

* '  -0.2  ‘ 

0.9 

4.1 

34.7 

91.8 

APPAREL 

•  0.5  • 

1.6 

7.3 

22.2 

91.5 

RENT  •• 

0.4  •  ‘ 

0.9  ' 

6.5 

6.8 

11.1 

FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  &  ICE 

•  1-3  ‘ 

3.4 

10.4 

17.2 

32.8 

Gas  &  electricity 

0.5 

1.0 

1.3 

1.1 

-  6.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

"  1.9  ' 

4.8 

16.1 

28.5 

71.3 

HOUSEFURNISHINGS 

■  0.5 

“  2.4 

7.4 

23.2 

91.2 

■  ,  ;*  •  T? 

MISCELLANEOUS- 

•  1.4 

3.2  ' 

6.8 

14.5 

45.8 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3*  ■  ,v.  •  '■ 
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■  *  TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS  *■  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  10  CITIES* 

SURVEYED  MONTHLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  OCTOBER"!?*  'AND - 

•  DECEMBER .  15,  1947  TO.  JANUARY.  15,  •  1949  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


City 

All  ‘ 
Items 

Food 

Apparel 

1  ■  v! : 

Rent 

Fuel, 

Elec, 

&  Ice  ■ 

. .  •  i  y 

*  .J  V 

House  - 
furhish- 
•’  Ings 

Miscel* 

laneour 

Total 

Gog  & 

Elect¬ 

ricity 

I  Other 
Fuels-. 
&  I  ce  • 

•  '•  '  /,  1 

January 

15 »  1948  Indexes 

( 3-935- 

<-  ‘  * 

-39 -'100).: 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

174.4 

218.0 

196.7 

• 

131.9 

79.6 

170.9 

181.3 

142.1 

Boston,  Mass. 

163.1 

200.3 

183.5 

- 

145.6 

108.9 

I65.2 

181.4 

140.4 

Chicago,  Ill. 

171.5 

213.2 

193.5 

- 

123.0 

83.5 

164.2 

181.4 

144.7 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

171.2 

213.0 

188.9 

- 

134.7 

97.1 

170.6 

188.4 

149.1 

Detroit;  .Mich. 

170.6 

205.1 

191.2 

123.8 

137.6 

84.1 

173.2 

200.6 

159.4 

Houston/'  Texas  •  1 

170.8 

221.5 

199a 

- 

94.3 

81.8 

128.0 

191.0 

149.3 

•lips  Angela's,  Calif. 

167.6 

212.2 

189.9 

■  ■  •• 

94.3 

89.3 

I18.0 

185.3 

145.7 

New  York, .  N.  Y. 

167.1 

209*7 

192.1 

IO6.5 

127.1 

96.5 

174.0 

184.9 

147.7 

Philadelphia,  Fa. 

168.1* 

205.6 

183.6 

•  - 

135.1 

103.0 

159.8 

190.5 

142.4 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  ■ 

•172.3 

212.8 

216.5 

115.9 

132.9 

103.3 

183.9 

193.7 

144.8 

•  \  .  •?.  *•  **•" 

Percent  Changes  from  December  15,  1947 

Birmingham,  •  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 

0.3 

1.7 

0.5 

2.1* 

-0.2- V 

.  0.1  T 

1  „  *  ' 

0.8 

3.5 

0 

1.1 

1.1 

4.3 

-0.5 

1.6 

0.7 

1.2 

Chicago,  Ill. 

0,8 

l.a 

. 0.1 

0.4 

0 

0.7 

0.2 

1.0 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

0.5 

0.7 

-0.1 

*•  • 

1.9 

0 

3.0 

0.4 

0.7 

Detroit,  Mich. 

0.9 

1.5 

..  -Q.2 

0.1 

■  0.5 

-0.5 

0.5 

Poust.on,  Texas 

0.9 

1.6 

•  -0.5 

«■» 

0 

-0.1 

0 

0.2  - 

1.  3 

Lob  Angeles,  Calif. 

1.0 

0.5 

1.5  " 

• 

0 

0 

0 

1. 5 

2.0 

New  York,  N..  Y. 

1.3 

1.7 

0.2 

0.7 

0.1 

1.2 

2.0 

1.5 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

'  1.3 

1.9 

1.0 

• 

3.6 

5.3 

2.8 

-1.3 

0.6 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

1.2 

1.5 

-1.3 

0.4 

0 

0.8 

0.1 

3.0 

\  •  ' 

Percent  Changes  from  October  15 

>  1947 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

2.8 

3.5 

3.1 

*• 

1.6 

0 

2.2 

2.3 

1.6 

Boston,  Mass. 

3.6 

k.k 

1.5- 

8.4 

1.4 

11.0 

3.2 

2.6 

Chicago,  Ill. 

2.5 

2.9 

‘  2.2' 

«•» 

3.2 

0 

5.0 

1.6 

2.6 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

2.5 

2.9 

-1.0 

5.0 

6.9 

4.0 

2.6 

3.6 

Detroit,  Mich. 

2.3 

3.1 

.  0.8 

2.1 

1.8 

0.4 

2.3 

0 

2.3 

Houston,  Texas 

4.5 

6.1 

1.2 

• 

-0.1 

-0.1 

0 

2.2 

4.8 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

3.9 

5.1 

3.1  ' 

-0.2 

0 

-1.1 

2.5 

2.8 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

3.3 

4.5 

1.4 

0.9 

1.9 

0.8 

2.8 

3.2 

4.1 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

3.8 

4.8 

2.1 

4.1 

5.3 

^.6 

2.2 

2.1 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

2.7 

3.3 

-0.3  ' 

1.1 

4.2 

0 

8.6 

1.1 

4.8 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3, 
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TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS'  PEICE  INDEXES  FOB  8  CITIES* 
SURVEYED  QUARTERLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  OCTOBER  15,  1947 
TO  JANUARY  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


:  City 

AU 

Items 

1  > 

Food' 

Apparel 

1 

Rent 

Fuel, 

Elec.  &  Ice 

House - 
furnish* 

.... 

Miscel- 

laneou® 

Total 

i  \  . 

'Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

January 

L5,  1948  Indexes 

'(1935 

-39  *  100) 

Buffalo,  N.Y. 

Denver,  Colo- 

167.  4 
167.0 

202,1 
20 8.6 

193.8 

188.9 

119.1 

119.5 

127.1 

106.6 

96.0 

69.2 

154.9 

149.3 

200.3 

217.2 

151.7 

144.7 

Indianapolis,  Ind, 

172.3 

208.2 

186.0  ’ 

126.6 

144.1 

86.6 

177.9 

182.4 

155.1 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

162.4 

199.4 

■185.3 

120.8 

•  120*5 

66*3 

170.0 

179.2 

145.8 

Manchester,  N.  H.  . 

*  172.5 

208.8 

185.7 

110.0 

153.4 

94.5 

I82.7 

195.0 

140.7 

Portland,  Ore. 

174.4 

223.0 

190.0 

122.1 

125.0 

93.1 

164.1 

184.3 

149.0 

•Richmond,  Va. 

165.1 

209.1 

189.9 

111.8 

133,9 

,95.6 

157.2 

203.4 

135.7 

Savannah,  Ga. 

175.6 

222*9 

,190.3 

1  .  . 

116.9 

143.3 

' 1 91,2 

173.7 

203.2 

146.2 

•  *  . 

Percent  Changes  from  October  15,  -1947 

Buffalo,  N.’  Y. 

3*0 

4.6 

;  Q.3 

1.6 

0.6 

0 

1.0 

1.5 

3.5 

•Denver,  Colo. 

4,1 

5.8 

1.6 

1.5 

.  1.0 

1.0 

,1.0 

5.0 

4a 

•  *  '  •  *  .«  •  * 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

2.7 

1.8 

2.8 

.  r 

1.0 

5.6 

0 

7.3 

'  2.1 

4.3 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

2.8 

3.0 

2.3 

1.3 

2.9 

-0.6 

4.2 

2.2 

3.6 

•Manchester,  N.;  H. 

3.9 

5.5 

0:9 

0.4 

10.0 

O' 

.12.8 

1.0 

1.7 

•Portland,  -Ore.; 

4.7 

6.9 

2.8 

l.l 

2.7 

1.7 

3.3 

3*5 

4.3 

Richmond,  Va. 

2.1 

2.0 

1.7 

0.4 

5.9 

0 

8.3 

5.2 

Savannah,  Ga.  .•  . 

.  2.4 

1,7 

3.6 

0.3 

7,3 

0 

9.7 

5.6 

1.8 

,  .......  mss 

TABLE  5-  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  18  CITIES*..-  . 
.  AND  PERCENT  .CHANGES  TO  JANUARY  15,  1948,  FROM 
SPECIFIED  DATES,  3Y  CITIES  ... 


'  * 

City 

Indexes, 

1935-39  * 

100 

Percent  Change  to 

Jan/ 15,  1948  from 

Jan.  15 
1948 

•j  Jan.  15  |  June  15 

1947  1  1946 

Aug.  15 

'  1939:  ' 

Jan.  15 

1947 

Jtme  15 

1946 

AU«..  13 

1939— 

AVERAGE  ;  ,  ;•  ‘ 

168.8, 

153.3 

133.3 

.98.6' 

10.1 

26.6 

71.2’ 

Birmingham^  Ala;'-' 

174.4 

158.7 

136.5 

98.5 

■  -'9.9 

27.8 

77-1 

Boston,  Mass. 

163.1 

148.7 

127.9 

97.1 

9.7 

27.5 

68. 0 

Buffalo,  N.Y.  •. 

167.4 

■  152.7 

”132.6 

98.5 

9.6 

26.2 

69.9 

Chicago,  Ill. 

171.5 

153.0 

130.9 

98.7 

12.1 

31.0 

73.8 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

171.2 

152.6 

132.2 

97.3 

12.2 

29.5 

76.0 

Denver,  Colo. 

167.0 

151.4 

131.7 

98.6 

10.3 

26.8 

69.4 

Detroit,  Mich. 

170.6 

'  153.0 

136.4 

98.5 

11.5 

25.1 

73-2 

Houston,  Texas 

,  170.8 

•  153.9 

130.5 

100.7 

11.0 

30.9 

69.6 

Indianapolis,  Indi 

'  ’172.3 

- 

131.9 

98.0 

- 

30.6 

75.8 

Kansas  City,  Mo. • 

162.4 

•'  147.7 

129.4 

98.6 

10.0 

‘  25.5 

64.7 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

167.6 

155.3 

136.1 

,  •  160.5 

7.9 

23.1 

66.8 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

•172.5' 

.  _  .  • 

124.7 

97.8- 

•  • 

28.1 

76.4 

Nev  York,  N.  Y. 

I67.I : 

154.6 

135.8 

•99.0 

8.1 

23.0 

68.8 

Philadelphia,  Pa* 

1 -168.4 

•*  152.3 

132.5 

97.8 

■  10.6 

27.I 

72.2 

Pittsburgh,..  P.a, . 

172.3 

X56.0 

...134,7 

. *..-98,4 

10.4 

27.9 

75-1 

Portland,  Ore. 

174.4 

l4o.  3 

100.1 

- 

24.3 

74.2 

Richmond,  Va. 

165.1 

*  i 

128.2  •' 

■■  98^0 

28.8 

68.5 

Savannah,  Ga. 

175.6 

162.3 

140.6 

99.3 

8.2 

24.9 

76.8 

*  See  General.  Explanation  on  page  3* 
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.  TABLE  6  -  AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES  OF  FOOD  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*, 

JANUARY  15,  1948 


Food  and  Unit 


Jan.  15 
Average 


Food  and  Unit 


Jan.  15 
Average 


Cents 


EGGS,  fresh,  doz. 


Cents 


74.0 


CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS: 

: •  Cereals: ' 

♦ 

Flour,  wheat,  5  lb.  ; 

54.4 

Corn  flakes,  11  oz. 

16.3 

Corn  meal,  lb.- 

.  11.3 

•  Rice,  lb. 

20.9 

Rolled  oats,  20  oz. 

16.9 

\ *  Bakery  products:, 

13.8 

Bread,  white,  lb. 

Vanilla  cookies,  lb. 

.  .t 

.  42.4 

MEATS:  .  •  '  . 

* 

•Beef: 

Round  steak,  lb. 

84.0 

Rib  roast,  lb. 

'69.8 

>■  •  Chuck  roast,  lb. 

59.0 

Hamburger,  lb. 

49.4 

Veal:  . 

•  ■  Cutlets,  lb. 

:  ,91.7 

■Pork:  , 

Chops,  lb.. 

:  72.3 

•  •;i  Bacon,  sliced,  lb. 

;•  86.8 

•  Ham,  whole,  lb.- 

.69.0 

•  Salt  pork^  'lb.  :  .  r\ 

«■  54.2 

- Lamb:  ■  *. 

1  •  Leg,  lb.:  *  \ 

66. 7 

Poultry: 

Roasting  chickens,  lb. 

•60,3 

Fish: 

Salmon,  pink,  l6  oz.  can 

51.-8 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS’:  •  i 

..  • 

Butter,  lb.  •  ; 

93.9 

Cheese,  lb. 

63.0 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered)',  •  qt. 

21.1 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery),  qt. 

2Q.2 

Milk,  evaporated,  14-1/2  oz. 

canl3 . 5 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES:  .  ' .. 

Fresh:  ' 

Apples,  lb.  '  11.5 

Bananas,  lb.  ,  ......  15.6 

Oranges,  size  200,  doz.  37*7 

Beans,  green,  lb.  ,  ;  -  21.8 

Cabbage,  lb.  8.5 

Carrots,  bunch  13.2 

Lettuce,  head  .  l6.6 

Onions,  lb.  11.8 

Potatoes,  15  lb.  84.2 

Spinach,  lb. -  ’  13*7 

Sweetpotatoes,  lb.  10.2 

Canned: 

..Peaches,  #2-l/2  can  ..  31*3 

.  Pineapple,  #2-l/2  can  35- 3 

■  -.Corn,  #2  can  "  '  •  19.5 

Peas,  #2  can  ,  15.4 

Tomatoes,  #2  can  '  .  16.7 

Dried:  \ . 

•  Prunes,  lb.  t  22.2 

Navy  beans,  lb.  22.9 

.s  4  '  * 

BEVERAGES: 

Coffee,  lb.  r  50.6 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

Lard,  lb.  35.6 

Shortening,  hydrogenated,  lb.  46.8 
.  Salad  dressing,  pt.  *  37.8 

.  Oleomargarine ,  lb .  42.0 


SUGAR  AND  SWEETS: 


Sugar,  lb , 


9.9 


*  See  General  Explanation  on  page 
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TABLE  7  -  BETAIL  FOOD  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  38  CITIES* 

AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  OCTOBER  15  AND  DECEMBER  15,  lQk'f 
TO  JANUARY  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES 


Indexes  (1935-39  *  100) 


City 


Atlanta,  Ga. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Butte,  Montana 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  l/ 
Charleston,  S.  C.  ~ 

Cleveland,  Ohio  . 
Columbus,  Ohio 
Dallas,  Texas 
Fall  River,  Mass. 
Jackson,  .  Miss,  l/ 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Knoxville,  Tenn.  l/ 
Little  Rock,  Ark.”’ 
Louisville,  Ky. 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
Milwaukee,  Wie. 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Newark,  N.  J. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

New  Orleans,  La. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Omaha,  Nebr. 

Peoria,  Ill. 

Portland,  Me. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
San  Francisco,  Calif. 
Scranton,  Pa. 

Seattle,  Wash. 
Springfield,  Ill. 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Wichita,  Kans.  l/ 
Winston-Salem,  N.C.  l/ 


Jan.  15 

1948 

211.9 

...  220.2 

204.5 
;  204.8 

214.6 
.  ; 206.6 

217.6 
....  196.7 

<  210.3 

202.6 

223.3 
216.2 

244.3 

211.4 

200.1 

230.7 

206.4 

202.6 

219.6 

201.4 

201.5 

226.4 

216.5 

204.2 

219.5 

199.6 
215.0 
202.1 

217.2 

198.6 

211.3 
218.9 
213.1 

218.4 
217.9 

209.5 

222.4 

214.5 


Dec.  15 

.  1947 

I  Oct.  15  I 

1947 

Dec.  15 

1947 

211.1 

211.1 

0.4 

.217.8 

211.5 

1.1 

199.0 

195.6 

2.8 

195.8 

195.0 

4.6 

213.0 

208.7 

0.6 

203.1 

201.4 

1.7 

212.3 

'208.7 

2.5 

19^.4 

192.0 

1.2 

§08.2 

!  201.6 

1.0. 

199.0 

195.6 

1.8  * 

223.2  ; 

212.6 

0 

216.6 

214.7 

-0.2 

243.5 

236.9 

0.3  - 

211.8 

200.4 

-0.2"  " 

198.9 

196.2 

0.6 

229.7 

223.6 

0.4'  ' 

204.6 

197.6 

0.9  ’ 

199.3 

194.6 

1.7 

216.3 

209.3 

1.5 

199.4 

194.6 

1.0 

198.9 

193.8 

1.3 

222.1 

219.5 

1.9 

216.1 

214. 3 

0.2 

202.6 

195.6 

0.8 

Percent  Change  to 
Jan.  15 >-1948  from: 

Oct.  15 

1947 


224.1 

195.2 
210.5 
200.1 

215.2 
195.9 

209.7 

215.7 
210.0 
213.4 

217.3 

207.4 

221.6 

211.3 


*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
1/  June  1940  equals  100. 


212.3 

190.9 

206.5 

192.3 

209.4 

191.0 

199.4 
208.8 
199.1 

205.4 

213 . 6 

200.9 

213.8 

208.4 


j 
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TABLE  9  -  RETAIL  FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  AM)  ICE  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  1 6  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  OCTOBER  15  AND  DECEMBER  15,  1947 
TO  JANUARY  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES 


Index 

Jan  7  15,  1948 

Percent  Change  to  January 

15#  1948  from: 

—  1 935-3?  = 

100} 

December *15. 

1947 

October  15# 

1.947 

City 

Gas  & 

Other 

Ga3  & 

Other 

Gas  & 

Other 

Total 

Elec. 

Fuels 

Total 

Elec. 

Fuels 

Total 

Elec. 

Fuels 

&  Ice 

&  Ice 

&  Ice 

A.tlanta,  Ga, 

140.0 

77.1 

197.8 

0 

-1.4 

0.5 

2.3 

-1.4 

3.7 

Baltimore,  Md. 

136.1 

117.1 

151-5 

0.8 

0.2 

1.3 

2.0 

1.4 

2.5 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

136.0 

104.3 

186.3 

0.6 

0 

0.9 

3.3 

-0.6 

5.7 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

139.0 

100.2 

172.6 

0 

0 

0 

3.8 

6.5 

2.5 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

128.5 

*11.0 

157.0 

1.2 

0 

1.6 

4.4 

0 

5.7 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 

134.2 

.98.3 

158.9 

1.0 

-0.1 

1.5 

1.8 

0 

2.6 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

131.0 

78.5 

165.1 

1.6 

0 

2.0 

5.0 

0.1 

6.4 

Mobile,  Ala. 

125.4 

84.1 

157.7 

0 

0 

-0.1 

2.0 

-0.1 

2.8 

New  Orleans,  La.. 

109.8 

75.1 

146.8 

0 

0 

0  . 

0.5 

0 

0.8 

Norfolk,  Va. 

139-6 

93.7 

175.7 

1.5 

0 

2,2 

5-4 

0 

7.9 

Portland,  Me. 

145.8 

99.4 

168.5 

3.7 

-0.1 

4.8 

9.2 

2,6 

11.2 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

129.4 

94.1 

160.6 

0.5 

0 

0,9 

1.8 

0 

2.8 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

82.7 

72.7 

118.6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Q 

0.3 

Scranton,  Pa. 

134.5 

91.8 

160,6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

‘0 

Seattle,  Wash, 

U9.7 

88.1 

146.0 

0.8 

0 

1.2 

0.9 

0 

1.4 

Washington,  D.  C. 

128.4 

94.4 

151.1 

1 

1.2 

0 

1.7 

1.6 

0 

2.2 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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:■  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  AND  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES 
\  /FEBRUARY  15,  .1948  .  .  . 

♦  L  ' "  *  *  '• 

Consumers’  Prices  Decline  0.8  Percent,  as  Retail  Food  Prices 
•  Drop  2 .4  Percent  Between  January  15  and  February  15,  1948 


■  ;  This  report'  combines  information  on  the 

Consumers ’  Price  Index  and  the  Retail  Food  Price 
Index.  Final  indexes  showing  changes  to  February 
15,  1948,  for  individual  cities  and  large  cities 
combined  are  given  herein.  To  save  time  in  • 
completing  these  indexes,  a  preliminary  report 
was  not  issued  this  month. 


Retail  prices  of  the  goods  and  services  purchased  by  moderate -income 
families  in  large  cities  declined  0.8  percent  from  mid-January  to  mid-February, 
according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  U.  S,  Department  of  Labor.  Food 
prices  dropped  2.4  percent  over  the  month.  Miscellaneous  goods  and  services 
remained  unchanged,  while  prices  advanced  for  all  other  groups  of  living  essentials 

The  price  index  for  February  15,  1948  was  167.5  percent  of  the 

av®rage,  9*3  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago,  25.7  percent  over  June  1946, 
and  09.9  percent  above  the  August  1939  level. 


U.S/ DEPARTMENT -OF  LABOR 


t  Jr 


Moffatt-  532 


Retail  food  prices,  influenced  by  the  early  February  break  in  coomodity 
market  prices,  declined  2.4  percent  over  the  month  to  bring  the  food  index  for 
arge  cities  to  204.7  percent  of  the  1935-39  average.  Food  prices  in  mid-February 
were  12.3  percent  above  a  year  ago,  40.6  percent  more  than  in  June  1946,  and  118.9 
percent  above  August  1939.  Decreases  in  food  prices  were  reported  for  all  56 
cities  surveyed,  ranging  from  0.4  percent  for  New  Orleans  to  4.8  percent  in  Peoria. 
Twenty-sight  of  the  50  foods  priced  for  the  index  decreased  in  price,  20  increased, 
and  d  shoved  no  change.  A  drop  of  6.6  percent  for  red  meats  was  mainly  responsible 
for  the  decrease  in  the  food  index.  Pork  prices  dropped  10. 5  percent,  with  the 
largest  decrease  (14.5  percent)  reported  for  bacon.  Beef  and  veal  prices  were  4.8 
percent  lower,  and  lamb  3.5  percent  lover.  Egg  prices  declined  11.4  percent.  Fats 
and  oils  averaged  7.2  lover  as  lard  dropped  17*9  percent.  Sugar  prices  were  3.6 
percent  lover.  Dairy  products  were  down  0.6  percent  with  a  decline  of  3.8  percent 
for  butter  offsetting  increases  for  cheese  and  milk.  Prices  of  cereals  and  bakery 
products  as  a  group  decreased  fractionally,  as  flour  prices  fell  6.4  percent  while 
bread  advanced  0.5  percent.  Fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  rose  2.9  percent  on  th# 
average  with  more  than  seasonal  increases  for  green  beans  (29  percent),  onions 
}zf  percent),  and  spinach  (l6  percent).  Sharpest  decreases  occured  for  lettuce 

124  percent),  and  cabbage  (14  percent).  Canned  and  dried  items  declined 
fractionally. 


Apparel  prices  in  large  cities -rotie-l. 6  percent  on  the  average  betveen 
mid-*  January  *  and  mi"  ’  “  ‘  'rbs  advanced  in  all  cities 


cities  for  women1 s  spring  coats, 


surveyed.  Higher 


rayon  dresses,  slips,  and  nylon  hose.  Prices  of  men’s  and  women’s  Bhoee  continued 
to  rise.  Scattered  increases  were  reported  for  men’s .broadcloth  shirts.  Cotton 
and  rayon  yard  goods  also  advanced  in  a  number  of  cities.  The  apparel  index  in 
mid-February  1948  reached  195.1  percent  of  the  1935-39  average,  24.1  percent  over 
June  1946,  and  94.5  percent  above  the  August  1939  level.  . 


Housefurnishings  advanced  0.4  percent  over  the  month.  Prices  increased 


in  most  cities  for  bedroom  suites  and  vool  rugs.  Higher  prices  were  also  reported 
for  living  room  and  dinette  suites,  gas  cook  stoves,  and  electric  refrigerators. 
Sheets  were  higher  in  a  number  of  cities.  Partially  offsetting  these  advances 
were  lover  prices  for  radios  and  for  some  household  appliances,  particularly 
washing  machines  and  vacuum  cleaners  because  of  greater  availability  of  moderate - 
priced  models, 


The  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  group  rose  0.4  percent  from  mid-January  to 


mid-February,  reflecting  higher  prices  for  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal,  coke, 
kerosene  and  ice.  Utilities  were  0.1  percent  higher  in  February  than  in  January. 


.  .  Miscellaneous  goods  and  services  on  the  average  remained  unchanged  over 
the  month.  Prices  for  automobiles,  tires,  gasoline  and  motor  oil  advanced,  off-. 


setting  lower  prices  for  toilet  and  laundry  soap  and  other  household  supplies. 

Bents  continued  to  rise  slowly  (up  0.1  percent)  and  on  February  15,  1948 
were  6.5  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago.  _ 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 

'*  ;  ■■  ■■■ . .  . . — -  -n  *  /'  :  .f.r:  t*  * 

The  "consumers’  price  index  for  moderate- income  families  in  large  cities,"  formerly 
known  as  the  "cost  of  living  index,"  measures  average  changes  in  retail  prices  of 
goods,  rents  and  services  bought  by  families  of  wage  earners  and  moderate -income 
workers  in  large  cities.  Time-to-time  changes  in  the  prices  of  goods  and  services 
are  weighted  by  .1934-36  average  expenditures  of  families  whose  incomes  averaged 
$1524  in  1934-36/  City  data  are  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights. 

The  indexes  do  not  indicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in 
another. 


Food  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  3  days  of  the  week 
which  includes  the  fifteenth  of  the  month. 

Fuel  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  each  of  the  34  large  cities.  Information  on 
rents  is  obtained  at  least  quarterly  in  each  city. 


Prices  of  apparel,  housefurnishings,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  are 
obtained  in  10  key  cities  each  month  and  in  24  other  large  cities  quarterly.  Prices 
are  collected  for  8  of  the  24  quarterly  cities  each  month.  The  schedule  for  pricing 
commodities  and  services  in  individual  cities  is  as  follows: 


Every 

Month 


January,  April, 
July,  October 


February,  May,  March,  June 

August,  November  September,  December 


Birmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Detroit 

Houston 

Los  Angeles 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


Buffalo 
Denver 
Indianapolis 
Kansas  City 
Manchester 
Portland,  Ore . 
Richmond 
Savannah 


Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

New  Orleans 

Norfolk 

Scranton 

Seattle 

Washington 


Balt imore 

Jacksonville 

Memphis 

Minneapolis 

Mobile 

Portland,  Me. 
St.  Louis 
San  Francisco 


Tables  in  this  release  contain  index  numbers  for  the  current  and  other  specified 
periods  and  show  percent ' changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates. 


Table  1  shows  indexes  for  all  items  combined,  groups  and  subgroups' for  large 
*-  cities  combined,  for  the  current  period,  a  month  ago,  3  months  ago,  a  year 
ago,  June  1946  and  August  1939* 


Table  2  shows  percent  Changes  to  the  current  period  from  indexes  given  in 
table  1. 


Table  3  shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  month  and  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  10  cities  surveyed 
monthly. 

Table  4  shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  8  cities  surveyed  quarterly. 


Table  5  shows  indexes  for  all  items  combined  for  specified  periods  and  percent 
changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates  for  18  cities  surveyed 
this  month. 


Page  4 

February  1948 


Table  6  shows  current  U.S  .-.'.ayerafre  prices  for  50  food  Items, : 

'  ....  ' .  •  o  •  . 

T^ej  shows  food  price  Indexes  for  the  current  period*  a  month  ago  and  3  "c 
months  ago  and  corresponding  percent  changes  for ’38  cities  for  which  only 

*££  {SV55.-  ">11*!t“  -  »  **•*  p«~  .»rvW.  «„  S . . 

^he  current  -erlo/Jv™ '  for  the  and  percent  changee  tto 

,  d  m0nth  ae°  3  months  a8°  for  18  cities  for  which 

complete  price  surveys  were  not  made  this  month.. 

*.A  i  f 


-7  ;• 


Cities' • 

U.S.:  AVERAGE 

Atlanta,  Ga. 
Baltimore,  Md,. 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Butte,  Mont. 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 
'Charleston,  S.  C. 
•Chicago,  Ill. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 
■"'Cleveland,  Ohio 
Columbus,  Ohio 
Balias,  Tex. 

Denver,  Colo. 

...  , 

Detroit,  Mich. 

Fall  River,  Mass. 
Houston,  Tex. 
Indianapolis,  Jnd, 
Jackson,''  Miss,. 

4  ' 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Knoxville,  Tenn.  : 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Louisville, 
Manchester,  N.  H. 


GPIPI:  TO  TABUS  I H  THIS  RELEASE 


J  r  i  f  r  • 


:■  ■■  -v  . 


:  <  a. 


Tables 

Cities  ^  :'v 

1,  2, 

6  Memph is,  Tenn. 

Milwaukee,  Wise, 

-  4,  5 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

7,  8 

Mobile,  Ala. 

'3,  5 

Newark,  Nt’  J. 

xr  3,  5 

_  -  <. 
v, 

n  r  /v(.v  Sum? 

v<v:  7 

New  Haven,'  Conn. 

-  7,  8 

New  Orla’aiisy.oLa. 

New  York,;;'NVoY. 

7 

Norfolk,'  'Vai?o  ; 

7 

Omaha,  frebr. 

-  7 

•■•3, 57 

'  Peoria,  Ill. 

■'Phi lade lphia ,  Pa. 

3, 5 

.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

5 

'Portland,  Me. 

-.7  ; 

7 

4;  Portland,-  Ore . 

■l  ,‘r 

rt.:7,  8 

Providenbe,  R...  i  . 

••''•Richmond,  Va. 

3,  5 

Rochester;  N...  Y. 

•:  ..7 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

3,  5V 

•St.  Paul,  Minn. 

7,  8  '•• 

7 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

San  Francisco,  Calif 

7,  8 

.Savannah,  Ga, 

7,  8 

'  Scranton,  Pa.-,,. 

.  7 

Seattle,  Wash. 

:,j  r  -r 

1  ;  ^  -  '  • 

3;  ^5 

Spripgfield,  Ill. 
Washington,  D.  C. 

7 

Wichita,  Kans.  '  '■  • 

7,  8 

Winston-Salem,  N.  C. 

•  >■ 


Tables 


•  7 

-..S' 5 

■r  *1%  5 

'Jo,.?  7 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS'’  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  MODERATE -INCOME 
-  ‘  ’  FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*, 

FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
- .  .  -  (1935-39  =  100.0) 


Group 

f 

•Feb.  15 

1948 

V  t  r 

r Jan,  15 
1948 

Nov .  15 
1947 

Feb.  15 
1947 

Jnne  15 
1946 

Aug .  15 
1939 

ALL  ITEMS' 

167.5 

168.8 

164.9 

153.2 

133.3 

9  8.6 

ALL  FOODS 

204.7 

209.7 

202.7 

182.3 

145.6 

93’,£ 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

•  171.8 

172.7 

167. 9 

144.1 

'  122.1 

93.4 

Meats,  poultry  &  fish 

•  224.8 

237.5 

227.0 

196.7 

134.0 

9%  7 

Meats  • 

218.0 

233.4 

223.6 

191.7 

120.4 

95.4 

Beef  &  veal 

228.2. 

239.7 

226.3 

190.0 

121.2 

99.6 

Pork 

202.2 

225.9 

219.7 

191.6 

114.3- 

88.0 

Lamb 

223.4 

231.5 

227.1 

204. 3 

139.0 

98.8 

Chickens 

196.4 

200.0 

184.6 

176.5 

162.8 

..  94.6 

Fis£ 

315.0 

310.9 

302.4 

258.7 

219.7 

99.6 

Dairy  products  - 

204.4 

,  •  205.7 

. ,  198.4 

183.2 

■  ’  147.8 

93.1 

Eggs 

189.2 

213.6 

224.7 

169.9 

147.1 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

213.0 

208.3 

199.6 

191.T 

'  183.5 

92.4 

Fresh 

222.0 

215.7 

205.0 

189.3 

196.7 

92.8 

Canned 

157.7 

158.0 

156.5 

172.6 

127.5 

91.6 

Dried 

256.0. 

256.8 

251.7 

269.9 

172.5 

90.3 

Beverages 

204.0 

201.9 

194.7 

182.8 

125.4 

94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

194.2 

209.3  V 

196.4 

201.3 

126.4 

84.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

•  *  «• . 

176.8 

183.4 

183.2 

178.1 

136.2 

95.6 

APPAREL 

195.1 

192.1  ’ 

190.2 

181.5 

157.2 

100.3 

RENT.. 

116.0 

115.9 

115.2 

108.9 

108.5 

104.3 

FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  &  ICR 

130.0 

129,5 

126.9 

•  117.5 

110.5 

v  97.5 

Gas  &  electricity 

93.2 

93.1 

92.5 

92.2 

92.1 

-  99.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

165.9 

165.0 

160.5 

142.3 

128.4 

■  96.3 

HOUSEFURNISHINGS 

193.0 

192.3 

188.9 

180.8 

156.1 

100.6 

MISCELLANEOUS 

146.4 

146.4 

143.0 

- - 

137.4 

•  v  r 

"V .  ■■"V— 

127.9 

100.4 

*  Spw  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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TABLE  2  -  CONSUMERS '  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE -INCOME 
.  FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED# $ .  .AND  PERCENT;  ,, 
CHANGES  TO  FEBRUARY  15,  1948  FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,'  BY  GROUPS 


.  Group 

-  Jan. -15 
19*8 

■  Nov.  15 
19*7. , 

Feb.  15 
19*7 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15' 

1939 

ALL  ITEMS  -  - 

CO 

• 

o 

1 

1.6  -  • 

9.3 

25.7  ' 

69.9 

ALL  FOODS 

‘■l  -2.4’ 

1.0  " 

12.3 

40.6 

118.9 

'  Cereals'  &  bakery  products' 

-0.5 

2.3 

19.2 

40.7 

83 .9 

Meats,  poultry  &  fish 

-5-3 

-1.0, 

1*.  3,  - . 

,,67.8 , 

13*.  9 

Meats'  .  *  i  ‘ 

-6.6' 

-2,5, 

13.7 

81.1  . 

128.5 

Beef  &  veal 

-4.8 

0.8 

20.1 

88.3 

-,129.1 

Pork. 

-10.5 

-8,0 

:  5.5 

.76.9 

,  129.8 

Lamb 

-3.5’ 

-1.6 .  r 

9.3 

~6o.7 

.  , .126,1 

Chickens  :  1 

•  -1.8. 

6.4 

11.3 

20.6 

107.6 

Fish  ' 

1.3‘ 

4.2  , 

21.8 

43.4,. 

'•2*6.3 

' '  Dairy  products 

-0.6 

3.0 

11.6 

38.3 

II9.5 

. '  Eggs 

r-n,4 

-15.8 

:11 . 4 

28,6^ 

.  108.6 

./Fruits  &  vegetables 

2.3  ‘ 

6.7  , 

11.1 

16.1 

I3O.5 

'  Fresh  .  .  . 

2.9 

8.3,,. 

17.3  , 

.  r 12,  9 v  , 

,139*2 

Canned 

-0.2  , 

0.8 

-8.6 

23.7 

..  72.2 

Dried' 

i  -0.3  '■ 

1.7  , 

-5.2 

48.4  .. 

.,183.5 

Beverages 

1.0 

4.8;  , 

11.6 

62.7 

..115.0 

Fats  &  oi.le 

V:  -7.2',. 

-1.1  ;.v 

-3.5 

53.6 .... 

,.  129.8 

Sugar  &  sweets  .  ‘ 

«  ,  -  *  ^  - 

-3.6', . 

»  '  V 

-3.5,.': 

-0.7 

29.8i.1- 

84.9 

‘ APPAREL 

f  . 

1.6  ’ 

2.6 

:  7.5 

24.1 

9*.  5 

RENT  •  ■  1  *  '  ; 

:>L  0.1' 

0.7 

6.5 

6.9 

11.2 

•FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  &  ICE 

”  r  /;  ;  r 

*  A.  —  |  1  • 

0.4 

1  2%  ' 

10.6 

17.6 

33.3 

rGa8  &  electricity.  .  . 

0.1  ... 

0.8, 

1 1.1  . 

1.2 

-5.9 

l>*  Other  fuels  &  ice  1  5 

0  .  '  - 

.■  o.5-;h; 

3.*'  ; 

JL6.6 

29.2  .  , 

72.3 

HOUSEFURNI SHI NGS 

)  J.  ^  1  4  . 

0.4 

1  2.2’ 

;  6.7 

23.6 

91.8 

MISCELLANEOUS’ 

0 

- - 

7  2.4 

- - r.'i  j 

6.6 

14.5 

45.8 

. .  •  .  »/-■*.* 

#  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 
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TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  10  CITIES* 

-  SURVEYED  MONTHLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  NOVEMBER  15,  1947 
•AND  JANUARY  15,. 1948  TO  FEBRUARY  15,  1948  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


•  'r  City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

Rent 

Fuel, 

* 

Total 

Elec.' 

Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Flee 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

House- 

**— 

furnish¬ 

ings 

Miscel- 

■ 

laneoue 

February 

15,  1948 

Indexes  (1935-39  =  100) 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

172.8 

211.1 

200.1 

136.0 

132;  0 

79.6 

171.1 

182.2 

142.9 

Boston,  Mass. 

161.3 

195.0 

185.0 

- 

147-3  109.1 

167.6 

181.3 

140.0 

Chicago,  Ill, 

168.8 

204.8 

198.0 

123.1 

83.5 

164.2 

180.5 

145.0 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

170.1 

209.0 

191.1 

- 

134. 7 

97.1 

170.6- 

191.1 

148.7 

Detroit,  Mich. 

169.0 

199.4 

193.2 

an 

138.2 

84.7 

178.8 

201.9 

159.1 

Hpuston,  Texas 

170.4 

-;2i8.i 

202.9 

118.1 

94.3 

81.8  • 

128.0 

191.6 

149.2 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

168.1 

210.9 

194.7 

120.2 

94.3 

89.3 . 

118.0 

186.5 

145.9 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

166 . 4 

206.7 

194.6 

127.6 

96.5  •’ 

175.2 

184.6 

148.1 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

166.6 

199.3 

I9I.5 

117.3 

I35.I  103.0 

159.7 

193.6 

142.2 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

170.1 

205.4 

220.0 

133.0  103.4 

183.9 

196.0 

144.4 

Percent  Changes  from  January  15,  1948 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

-0.9 

-3.2 

1.7 

0.1 

•  0 

0.1 

0.5 

0.6 

Boston,  Mass. 

-1.1 

-2.6 

0.8  •. 

- 

1.2 

0.2 

1.5 

-0.1 

-0.3 

Chicago,  Ill. 

-1.6 

-3.9 

2.3 

a* 

o.i- 

0 

0 

-0.5 

0.2 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

-0.6 

-1.9 

1.2 

- 

0 

0 

0 

1.4 

-0.3 

Detroit,  Mich. 

-0.9 

-2.8 

i.o 

- 

0.4 

0. 7 

0.3 

0.6 

-0.2 

Houston,  Texas 

-0.2 

-1.5 

1.8 

.  0  ■ 

0 

0 

0-3 

-0.1 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

0.3 

-0.6 

2.5 

- 

0 

0^ 

0 

0.6 

0.1 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

-0.4 

,  -1.4 

1.3 

• 

0.4 

0 

0.7 

-0.2 

0.3 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

-1.1 

-3.1 

1.5 

- 

0 

0 

-0.1 

1.6 

-0.1 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

-1.3 

-3.5 

i;6 

-  ; 

0.1 

0.1- 

0 

1.2 

-0.3 

Percent  Changes  from  November  15.  1947 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

0.7 

-0.8 

3.8 

0.3 

1.7 

0 

2.2 

2.2 

1.3 

Boston,  Mass. 

1.9 

1.4 

1.6 

6.7 

1.5 

8.6 

2.7 

1.7 

Chicago,  Ill. 

0.3 

-1.4 

3.7 

\  . 

mm 

1.2 

0 

1.7 

0.3 

-  1.8 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

1.8 

2.4 

-Q.l 

mm ■ 

2.4 

0 

3.8 

3.7 

1.2 

Detroit,  Mich. 

1.4 

1.4 

1.3 

- 

0.7 

0.8 

0.7 

0.8 

1.6 

Houston,  Texas 

2.8 

3.8 

2.1 

1.2 

0 

-0.1 

0 

0.5 

3.3 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

2.4; 

2.0 

5.6 

1.1 

-0.2 

0 

-1.1 

2.9 

2.5 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

1.9 

1.4 

2.6 

mm 

1.4 

0.3 

2.3 

2.2 

3.5 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

1.5 

0.9 

3.1 

'  0.9 

3-6 

5.3 

2.8 

2.4 

1.1 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

1.2 

0.1 

0.8 

— 

2.9 

0.1 

5.9 

1.9 

3.4 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS  ’  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  8  CITIES* 


SURVEYED  QUARTERLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  NOVEMBER  1%  1947 
TO  FEBRUARY  19,  1948,  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


City  V 

— 

All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

•'  Rent 

Fuel, 

Elec.  &  Ice 

House - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Other 
•Fuels 
&  Ice 

February 

15,  1948  Indexes  (1935-39  = 

ICO) 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

169.2 

205.6 

198.5 

116.7 

140.4 

77.0 

198.7 

193.6 

150.4 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

171.6 

212.5 

194.5 

123.6 

136.4 

104.3 

167.0 

182.9 

147.3 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 

166.9 

203.4 

198.0 

115.5 

135.0 

98.2 

160.3 

195.9 

144.0 

New  Orleans,  La. 

177.1 

225.6 

198.8 

110.8 

112.8 

75.1 

152.9 

185.8 

144.6 

Norfolk,  Va. 

170.1 

210.2 

189.9 

113.6 

141.5 

93.7 

179.0 

189.5 

147.1 

Scranton,  Pa. 

166.5 

203.2 

197.2 

106.0 

134.5 

91.8 

160.6 

185.5 

137.3 

Seattle,  Wash. 

170.7 

214.7 

185.7 

120.8 

119.9 

88.1 

146.4 

186.5 

151.2 

Washington,  D.  C. 

163.2 

202.0 

215.0 

102.5 

129.8 

94.4 

153.4 

201.0 

148.4 

•  *  <i 

Percent  Changes  from  November  15,  1947 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

1.0 

-0.6 

4.2 

0.5 

0.3 

-1.7 

1.0 

2.1 

2.2 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

2.8 

3.1 

2.2 

0.6 

i.T 

0 

:2.8 

6.6 

3.4 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 

1.8 

1.3 

3.2 

0.7 

1.6 

-0.2 

.2.3 

1.5 

2.6 

New  Orleans,  La. 

2.3 

2.5 

3.0 

0.4 

3.0 

!  0 

'4.7 

-0.2 

2.8 

Norfolk,  Va. 

.1.1 

-0.2 

4.1 

0.2 

2.9 

0 

4.1 

4.1 

1.2 

Scranton,  Pa. 

0.8 

.  0.2 

2.5 

0.9 

0 

0 

0 

0.8 

0.8 

Seattle,  Wash. 

2.7 

3.4 

2.1 

1.4 

1.0 

0 

1.5 

0.9 

3.1 

Washington,  D.  C. 

0.9 

0 

1.6 

0.7 

2.4 

0 

7  :  1  nrrr:,?! 

3.4 

2.2 

1.6 

TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  18  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  FEBRUARY  15,  1948  FROM 
SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES  ‘ 


City 

Indexes, 

1935-39  = 

100 

Percent  Changes  to 

Feb.  15,  1948  from 

Feb.  15 i 

1948  | 

Feb.  15  j  June  15 
1947  \  1946 

Aug.  15 
1939 

Feb.  15 

1947 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 
1939 

AVERAGE 

167.5 

153.2 

133.3 

98.6 

9.3 

25.7 

69.9 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

169.2 

- 

133.8 

98.0 

«• 

26.5  • 

72.7 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

172.8 

158.1 

136.5 

98.5 

9.3 

26.6 

75.4 

Boston,  Mass. 

161.3 

147.4 

127.9 

97.1 

9.4 

26.1 

66.1 

Chicago,  Ill. 

168.8 

152.8 

130.9 

98.7 

10.5 

29.0 

71.0 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

170.1  > 

153.2 

132.2 

97.3 

11.0 

28.7 

,  74.8 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

171.6 

155.9 

135.7 

100.0 

10.1 

26.5 

71.6 

Detroit,  Mich. 

I69.O 

,  153.1 

136.4 

98.5 

10.4 

23.9 

71.6 

Houston,  Texas 

170.4. 

154.1 

130.5 

100.7 

10.6 

30.6 

69.2 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

168.1.. 

155.9 

136.1 

100.5 

7.8 

23.5 

67.3 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 

166.9 

- 

131.2 

97.0 

27.2 

72.1 

New  Orleans,  La. 

177.1 

- 

138.0 

99.7 

- 

28.3 

77.6 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

166.4 

154.2 

135.8 

99.0 

■  7.9 

22.5 

68.1  : 

Norfolk,  Va. 

170.1 

- 

135.2 

97.8 

25.8 

73.9 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

166.6 

151.6 

132.5 

97.8 

9.9 

25.7 

70.3 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

170.1 

156.5 

134.7 

98.4 

8.7 

26.3 

72.9 

Scranton,  Pa. 

166.5 

- 

132.2 

96.0 

25.9 

73.4 

Seattle,  Wash. 

170.7 

155.4 

137.0 

100.3 

9.8 

24.6 

70.2 

Washington,  D.  C. 

163.2 

151.5 

133.8 

9  8.6 

7.7 

22.0 

65.5 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 


Page  9 

February  1948 


TABUS  6  - 


rV-;n 

•  t  1  . 

ri'-r'- 


AVERAGE  RETAIL,  PRICES  OF  FOOD  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*. 
■  • v  FEBWARY  i-15,  1948 . 


•  J 


•  r 


Food  and  Unit 


•  ?eb.  15 
: Average 


Cents 


CEREALS  AND  3AKERY  PRODUCTS 
Cereals:  * 

Flour,  wheat,  5  lb. 

Corn  flake e,  11  cz. 

Corn  meal,  lb«* 

Rice,  lb. 

Rolled  oats,  20  ®z. 
Bakery  products: 

Bread,  white,  lb. 

Vanilla  cookies,  lb. 

MEATS : 

Beef: 

Round  steak,  lb. 

Rib  roast,  lb. 

Chuck  roast,  lb. 
Hamburger,  lb, *  ' 

Veal: 

Cut let b,  lb. 

Pork: 

*  Chops,  lb. 

Bacon,  sliced,  lb. 

Ham,  whole,  lb. 

Salt  pork,  lb. 

Lamb: 

L eg,  lb. 

Poultry: 

Roasting  chickens,  lb. 
Fish: 

Salmon,  pink,  16  oz.  can 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

Butter,  lb . 

Cheese,  lb. 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered),  qt. 
Milk,  fresh  (grocery),  qt. 


50.9 

16.3 

11.3 
21.1 

16.9 

13-9 

>3-3 


78.2 

65 .6 

56.3 

M.S 

90.9 

65.9 

74.2 

62.3 

>9.7 

64.4’ 

59.2 

51.6 


90.4 

64.5 

21.2 

,-,20. 3 


Milk,  evaporated, 14- 1/2  oz, can  14,0 


Food  and  Unit 


EGGS,  fresh,  doz. 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

Fresh: 

Apples,  lb. 

Bananas,  lb. 

Oranges,  size  200  doz. 
Beans,  green,  lb. 

Cabbage,  lb. 

Carrots,  bunch 
Lettuce,  head 
Onions,  lb. 

Potatoes,  15  lb. 

Spinach,  lb. 

Sweet potatoes,  lb. 

Canned: 

Peaches ,  f(~2*'l/2  can 
Pim apple,  #2-1/2  can 
Com,  $2  can 
Peas,  #2  can 
Tomatoes,  #2  can 
Dried: 

Prunes,  lb. 

Navy  beans,  lb. 

BEVERAGES: 

Coffee,  lb. 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

Lard,  lb. 

Shortening,  hydrogenated,  lb. 
Salad  dressing,  pt. 
Oleomargarine,  lb. 


SUGAR  AND  SWEETS: 
Sugar,  lb. 


*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 

1/  Insufficient  number  of  quotations. 


Feb.  15 
Average 

Cents 

65.6 


10.9 

15.6 

38.4 

28.0 

7.3 

14.0 

12.6 

15.1 

88.7 

1/  - 

10.7 

31.1 

35.5 
•  19.5 

15.4 

16.6 

22.0 

23.0 


51.2 


29.2 

45.1 

38.5 

41.5 


9*5 
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•TABLE  7  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  38  CITIES* 

AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  NOVEMBER  15,  1947  AND  JANUARY  15,  1948 

TO  FEBRUARY  15j  1948,  BY  CITIES 

'  *  T  1  '  •  •  •  V 


Indexes  (1935-39  s  100 ) 

Percent  Changes  to 

Feb.  15,  1948.  from: 

City 

.  1 

Feb.  15 

Jan.  15 

Nov .  15 

Jan.  15 

NoV.  15 

'  1948 

1948 

1947   . 

1948 

■  1947 

Baltimore,  Md. 

~  214,5 

220.2 

211.8 

-2.6 

1.3 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

197.5 

204. 5 

196.5 

-3.4 

0.5 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

196.7 

202.1 

194.8 

-2.7 

1.0 

Butte,  Mont. 

■202.1 

204.8 

194.2 

-1.3 

4.1  • 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  l/ 

208.9 

214.6 

209.1 

-2.7 

-0-.1 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

200.2 

206.6 

198.9 

-3.1 

0.7 

/* 

•  •/  ■  ’  • 

Columbus,  Ohio 

192.6 

196.7 

190.1 

-2.1 

1.3 

Dallas,  Texas 

205.7 

210.3 

204.4 

-2.2 

0.6 

Denver,  Colo. 

203.4 

208.6 

201.0 

-2.5 

1.2 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

198.4 

202.6 

195.0 

-2.1 

1.7 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

204.2 

208.2 

204.3 

-1.9 

0 

Jackson,  Miss,  l/ 

221.3 

223.3 

213.1 

-0.9 

3.8 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

212.2 

216.2 

211.0 

-1.9 

0.6 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

192.5 

199.4 

194.2 

-3.5 

-0.9 

Knoxville,  Tenn.  l/ 

239-6 

244.3 

235.6  . 

-1.9 

1.7 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

206.1 

211.4 

200.4 

-2.5 

2.8 

Louisville,  Ky. 

198.0 

200.1 

195.8  ■ 

-1.0 

1.1 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

203.2 

208.8 

199.0 

-2.7 

2.1 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

224.5 

230.7 

226.2 

-2.7  • 

t  -0.8 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

197.2 

202.6 

193.7 

-2.7 

1.8 

Mobile,  Ala. 

215.5 

219.6 

206.8 

-1.9 

4.2 

Newark,  N.  J. 

200.3 

201.4 

197.4 

-0.5 

1.5 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

195.8 

201.5 

193.4 

-2.8 

1.2 

Omaha,  Nebr. 

197.7 

204.2 

198.1 

-3.2 

-0.2 

Peoria,  Ill. 

206.9 

219.5 

220.3 

-4.8 

-5.2 

Portland,  Me. 

193.5 

199.6 

190.7 

-3.1 

1.5 

Portland,  Ore. 

219.2 

223.0 

214.2 

-1.7 

2.3 

Providence,  R.  I. 

210.5 

215.0 

206.1 

-2.1 

2.1 

Richmond,  Va. 

201.3 

209.1 

'  201.0 

-3.7 

0.1 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

196.9 

202.1 

194.9 

-2.6 

1.0 

3t.  Louis,  Mo. 

212.8 

217.2 

209.9 

-2.0 

1.4 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

194.0 

198.6 

191.2 

-2.3 

1.5 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

207.9 

211.3  • 

:  202.6 

-1.6 

2.6 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

215.4 

218.9 

-  214.4 

-1.6 

0;5 

Savannah,  Ga. 

219.6 

222.9' •  • 

217.5  ■ 

-1.5 

1.0 

Springfield,  Ill. 

211.4 

217.9 

213.2 

-3.0 

-0.8 

Wichita,  Kane,  l/ 

215.1 

222.4 

215.I 

-3.3 

0 

Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  l/ 

207.9 

214.5 

t 

207.I 

-3.1 

1 

j 

0.4 

\  f 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
1/  June  1940  =  100. 
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TABLE  8  -  RETAIL  FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  AND  ICE  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  l6  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  NOVEMBER  15,  1947  AND  JANUARY  15,  1948 

TO  FEBRUARY  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES 


Index  Feb.  15 

rw 

Percent  Changes  to  February  15»  1948  from: 

0-93 

5-39  * 

100) 

January  15 »  1948 

November  15 

,  1947 

City 

Gas  & 

Other 

Gas  & 

Other 

Gas  & 

Other 

Total 

Elec. 

Fuels 

Total 

Elec. 

Fuels 

Total 

Elec, 

Fuels 

&  Ice 

&  Ice 

&  Ice 

Baltimore,  Md. 

136.9 

118.4 

151.9 

0.6 

1.1 

0.3 

2.2 

1.9 

2.4 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

128.4 

96.0 

157.2 

1.0 

0 

1-5 

1.5 

0 

2.3 

Denver,  Colo, 

106,8 

69.2 

149.9 

0.2 

0 

0.4 

1.2 

1.0 

1.4 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

144.1 

86.6 

177.9 

0 

0 

0 

3.0 

0 

3.9 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

139-4 

100.2 

173.3 

0.3 

0 

0.4 

3.6 

6.5 

2.1 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

120.5 

66.3 

170.0 

0 

0 

0 

1.0 

-0.2 

1.4 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

153.6 

94.6 

183.0 

0.1 

0 

0.2 

5.8 

0 

7.3 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

127.5 

77.0 

155.4 

-0.8 

0 

-1.0 

0.7 

0 

0.9 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

131.0 

78.5 

165.2 

0 

0 

0.1 

3.5 

0.1 

4.6 

Mobile,  Ala. 

125.4 

84.2 

157.7 

0 

0.1 

0 

2.0 

0 

2.8 

Portland,  Me. 

146.3 

99.3 

169.2 

0.3 

-0.1 

0.4 

5.8 

-0.1 

7.6 

Portland,  Ore, 

126.3 

94.7 

165.0 

1.0 

1.7 

0.5 

3.1 

3.2 

3.0 

Richmond,  Va. 

133.9 

95.6 

157.2 

0 

0 

0 

2.7 

0 

3.6 

St.  Louie,  Mo. 

129-4 

94.1 

160.6 

0 

0 

0 

0.8 

0 

1.1 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

82.7 

72.7 

118.6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.3 

Savannah,  Ga. 

144.1 

91.2 

174.9 

0.6 

0 

0.7 

5.9 

0 

7.6 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3« 
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CONSUMERS '  PRICE  INDEX  AND  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES 

MARCH  15,  1948 


Consumers  *  Price  Index  Declines  Fractionally  as  Retail  Food 
Prices  Decrease  1.2  Percent  Between  February  15  and  March  15,  1948 


This  report  combines  Informs 
Frice  Index  and  the  Retail  Food  ? 


indexes  for  Merch  15,  19^8,  for  Individual  cities  and 
large  cities  combined  are  given  herein. 


s  Information  on  the  Consumers 


Price  Index. 


dex.  Pinal 


^  °F 


From  mid-February  to  mid-March,  retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  pur¬ 
chased  by  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities  declined  0.4  percent  on  the 
average,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  U.S.  Department  of  Labor.  A 
drop  of  1,2  percent  in  food  prices  more  than  offset  a  fractional  advance  (0.2  par- 
cent)  for  other  living  essentials.  The  Consumers '  Price  Index  ior  March  15,  194  , 
was  166.9  percent  of  the  1935-39  average,  6.8  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago,  25.2 
percent  over  June  1946  and  69.3  percent  above  the  August  1939  level. 

-  Retail  food  prices  decreased  for  the  second  consecutive  month  to  bring  the 
food  index  for  large  cities  combined  to  202.3  percent  of  the  1935“39  average.  The 
decline  in  food  prices  from  February  to  March  was  slightly  mere  than  is  usual  for 
the  season.  Final  reports,  based  on  the  complete  list  of  foods  priced  for  the 
index  and  for  all  56  cities,  showed  a  somewhat  greater  decline  than  was  indicated 
by  a  preliminary  report  on  20  foods  In  12  cities  issued  a  month  ago.  Declines^ 
contrary  to  seasonal  patterns  in  some  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  that  wore  not 
included  in  the  preliminary  sample,  were  chiefly  responsible  for  the  d if ie fence.  In 
mid-March  prices  were  lower  in  48  of  the  56  cities  surveyed  and  remained  unchanged 
or  increased  fractionally  in  the  other  8  cities.  Food  prices  in  large  cities  were 
3.5  percent  below  mid- January  1948,  the  month  preceding  the  break  in  commodity 

market  prices .  > .  ,  *  ..  . 


An  average  decrease  of  3*5  percent  over  the  month  in  prices  of  trosh 
fruits  and  vegetables  (in  contrast  to  a  usual  seasonal  increase  of  about  1.5  percent) 


was  mainly  responsible  for  the  drop  in  the  food  index.  Prices  of  green  beans  were 
down  25.7  percent,  spinach  22.6  percent  and  carrots  12.8  percent.  Price  changes 
for  other  items  in  the  group  varied  from  decreases  of  10  percent  for  lettuce  and 

8.7  percent  for  cabbage  to  increases  of  5*9  percent  for  onions  and  6.3  percent  lor 
oranges.  Prices  of  canned  vegetables  as  a  group  were  unchanged.  Dairy  product 
prices  decreased  1.6  percent  over  the  month,  with  butter  down  4.4  percent  and  cheese 

1.7  percent  lower.  Prices  of  eggs  decreased  1.5  percent,  fats  and  oils  1.3  percent 
and  sugar  1.4  percent.  Lower  prices  for  flour,  corn  meal  and  rice  reduced  the 
cereals  and  bakery  products  index  by  0.5  percent.  The  meat,  poultry  and^ f ish  group 
remained  unchanged  on  the  average,  with  lower  prices  for  bacon,  salt  pork,  leg  of 
lamb  and  some  other  cuts  offset  by  increases  for  pork  chops,  whole  ham  and  round 
steak.  Food  prices  normally  decrease  seasonally  by  about  1  percent  at  this  time 

of  year. 

LS  48-2874 


...  -  2  - 

Apparel  prices  in  large  cities  increased  0.6  percent  on  the  average  from 
mid-February  to  mid-March,  with  advances  ranging  from  1.5  percent  in  Birmingham 
and  Houston  to  less  than  l/2  percent  in  Cincinnati  and  Philadelphia.  The  March 
1948  apparel  index  reached  196.3  percent  of  the  1935-39  average,  24.9  percent  above 
June  1946  and  95«7  percent  higher  than  in  August  1939*  Higher  prices  were  reported 
in  moat  cities  for  men’s  and  boys'  wool  suits  and  trousers,  men's  business  shirts, 
cotton  undershirts  and  shorts,  and  for  women's  rayon  and  cotton  street  dresses, 
rayon  slips,  and  shoes  for  the  entire  family.  Cotton  and  rayon  yardgoods  increased 
in  all  cities. 

Housefurnishings  prices  advanced  1  percent  over  the  month.  Higher  prices 
were  reported  for  furniture,  bedding,  gas  cook  stoves,  washing  machines  and  textile 
housefurnishings  in  most  cities.  Scattered  decreases  reported  for  radios  and  some 
appliances  reflected  larger  supplies  of  lover ~pr iced  models. 

The  fractional  increase  in  the  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  group  index 
resulted  chiefly  from  higher  gas  rates  and  scattered  increases  in  the  price  of 
kerosene.  Prices  of  coal  increased  in  cnly\4  of  the  34  cities  surveyed. 

• 

Prices  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  declined  slightly  on  the  average. 
Decreased  prices  reported  in  most  cities  for  soaps  and  automobile  tires  offset 
scattered  increases  for  some  services,  drugs,  automobiles  and  other - miscellaneous 

articles.  For  the  most  part,  prices  for  this  group  of  items  remained  unchanged  over 
the  month . 

Rents  continued  to  advance  slowly  (up  0.3  percent  from  mid-February  to  mid- 
March)  to  bring  the  rent  index  to  116.3  percent  of  the  1935-39  average.  During  the 
nine  months  in  which  the  Housing  and  Rent  Act  of  1947  was  in  effect,  rents  advanced 
6.5  percent. 


On  April  22,  immediately  upon  completion  of  the  calculations, 
the  Bureau  released  the  March  1943  Consumers '  Price  Index  for  large  cities 
combined  and  for  each  of  the  18  cities  through  the  public  press.  Because 
of  the  very  large  number  of  people  on  the  Bureau's  mailing  list,  about  a 

week  is  required  to  reproduce  and  distribute  this  detailed  reoort. 

**■  • 
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The  "consumers  1  price  index  for  moderate- income  families  in  large  cities,”  formerly 
known  as  the  "cost  of  living  index,"  measures  average  changes  in  retail  prices  of 
goods,  rents  and  services  bought  by  families  of  wage  earners  and  moderate -income 
workers  in  large  cities.  Time -to -time  changes  in  the  prices  of  goods  and  services 
are  weighted  by  1934-36  average  expenditures  of  families  whose  incomes  averaged 
$1524  in  193^-36.  City  data  are  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights.  •  ; 

The  indexes  do  not  indicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  i$  one  city  than  in 
another. 


P°od  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  5 6  cities  during  the  first  3  days  of  the  week 
which  includes  the  fifteenth  of  the  month. 


Euel  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  each  of  the  large  cities.  Information  on 
rents  is  obtained  at  least  quarterly  in  each  city. 

1 


Prices  of  apparel,  housefurnlshinas,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  are 
obtained  in  10  key  cities  each  month  and  In™2^"  other  large  cities  quarterly.  Prices 
are  collected  for  8  of  the  24  quarterly  cities  each  month.  The  schedule  for  pricing 
commodities  and  services  in  individual  cities  is  as  follows: 


Every 

Month 


January,  April, 
July,  October 


February,  May,  March,  June, 

Angus 1 1  Nov e mb e r  September,  December 


Birmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

Cine innati 

Detroit 

Houston 

Los  Angeles 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


Buffalo 
Denver 
Indianapolis 
Kansas  City 
Manchester 
Portland,  Oreg. 
Richmond 
Savannah 


Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

New  Orleans 

Norfolk 

Scranton 

Seattle 

Washington 


Baltimore 

Jacksonville 

Memphis 

Minneapolis 

Mobile 

Portland,  Me. 
St.  Louis 
San  Francisco 


Tables  in  this  release  contain  index  numbers  for  the  current  and  other  specified 
periods  and  show  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates. 

Table  1  shows  indexes  for  all  items  combined,  groups  and  subgroups  for  large 
citios  combined,  for  the  current  period,  a  month  ago,  3  months  ago,  a  year 
ago,  June  1946  and  August  1939* 

Table  2  shows  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  for  indexes  given  in  Table  1, 

Table  3  shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  find  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  month  and  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  10  cities  surveyed 
monthly . 

Table  4  shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  ap.d  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  8  cities  surveyed  quarterly. 

Table  9  shows  indexes  for  all  items  combined  for  specified  period  and  percent 
changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates  for  18  cities  surveyed 
this  month . 
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Table  6  shows  current  U.S.  average  prices  for  50  food  items. 

Table  7  shows  food  price  indexes  for  the  current  period,  a  month  ago  and  3 
months  ago,  and  corresponding  percent  changes  for  38  cities  for  which  only- 
food  price  data  are  collected  or  for  which  complete  price  surveys  were  not 
made  this  month. 

Tab le  8  shows  fuel  price  indexes  for  the  current  period  and  percent  changes  to 
the  current  period  from  a  month  ago  and  3  months  ago  for  18  cities  for  which 
complete  price  surveys  were  not  made  this  month. 


GUIDE  TO  TABLES  IN  THIS  RELEASE 


Cities  Tables 


U.S.  AVERAGE  1,  a, 

Atlanta,  Ga.  7,  8 

Baltimore,  Md.  4,  5 

Birmingham,  Ala.  3,  5 

Boston,  Mass.  3,  5 

Bridgeport,  Conn.  7 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  7,  8 

Butte,  Mont.  7 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  7 

Charleston,  S.  C.  7 

Chicago,  Ill.  3,  5 

Cincinnati,  Ohio  3,  5 

Cleveland,  Ohio  7,  8 

Columbus,  Ohio  7 

Dallas,  Texas  7 

Denver,  Colo.  7,  & 

Detroit,  Mich.  3,  5 

Fall  River,  Mass .  7 

Houston,  Texas  3,  5 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  7,  8 

Jacxson,  Miss.  7 

Jacksonville,  Fla,  4,  5 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  7,  8 

Knoxville,  Tenn.  7 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  7 

Los  Angele-e,  Calif.  3,  5 

Louisville,  Ky.  7 

Manchester,  N.  H.  7,  8 


Cities  Tables 


Memphis,  Te»n.  4,  5 

Milwaukee,  Vise.  7,  8 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  4,  5 

Mobile,  Ala,  4,  5 

Newark,  N.  J.  7 

New  Haven,  Conn.  7 

New  Orleans,  La.  7,  8 

New  York,  N.  Y.  3,  5 

Norfolk,  Va.  7,  8 

Omaha,  Nebr.  7 

Peoria,  III.  7 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  3>  5 

Pittsburgh,  JPa.  3,  5 

Portland,  Me.  4,  5 

Portland,  Oreg.  7,  8 

Providence,  R.  I.  7 

Richmond,  Va.  7,  8 

Rochester,  N.  Y  7 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  4,  5 

St.  Paul,  Minn.  7 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  7 

San  Francisco,  Calif.  4,  5 

Savannah,  Ga.  7>  8 

Scranton,  Pa.  rj}  Q 

Seattle,  Wash.  7,  8 

Springfield,  Ill.  7 

Washington,  D.  C.  7,  8 

Wichita,  Kans.  7 

Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  7 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS  '  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE -INCOME 
FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*, 

FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BX  GROUPS 

(1935-39  =  100.0) 


Group 


•  ALL  ITEMS  • 

‘  ALL  FOODS 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 
Meats,  poultry  &  fish 
Meats 

Beef  &  veal 

Pork 

Lamb 

Chickens 
Fish  • 

Dairy  products 
Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 

.  APPAPEL 

t 

.  RENT 

.  FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  &  ICE 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  ice 

;  HOUSEFURNISHI NGS 

,  MISCELLANEOUS 


1948 


1 66. 9 

‘  203,3 

171.0 

224.7 

218.2 

228.5 

204.3 

216.8 

194.7 

313.6 

201. 1 

186.3 

206.9 

214.2 

157.7 

253.9 

204.4 

191.7 

174.4 

196.3 

116.3 

130.3 
93.8 

166. 0 

194.9 

146,2 


« 

1  Feb.  15 

J  .  . 

Dec.  15 

Mar.  15 

1  ! 

June  15  i 

1943 

1947 

1947 

1946  1 

1 

1939 


167.5 

204.7 

171.8 

224.8 

218.0 

228.2 

202.2 

223 . 4 

196.4 
315,0 

204.4 

189.2 
213.0 
222.0 

157.7 
256.0 
204.0 

194.2 

176.8 

195.1 

116.0 

130.0 

93.2 
I65.9 

193.0 

146.4 


167.0 

206.9 

170.5 

227.3 

223.2 

227.6 

218.2 
221.5 

190.7 

302.3 

204.9 

236.1 

205.3 

212.1 

157.3 

255.4 

198.5 

208.2 

183.7 

191.2 

115.4 

127.8 

92.6 

162.0 

191.4 

144.4 


156.3 

133.3 

98.6 

189.5 

145.6 

93.5 

148.1 

122.1 

93.4 

207.6 

134.0 

95.7 

204.1 

120.4 

95.4 

195.1 

121.2 

99.6 

217.2 

114.3 

88.0 

209.7 

139.0 

98.8 

178.3 

162.8 

94.6 

266.0 

219.7 

99.6 

187.5 

147.8 

93.1 

174.7 

147.1 

90.7 

199.6 

183.5 

92.4 

199.4 

196.7 

92.8 

172.9 

127.5 

91.6 

271.3 

172.5 

90.3 

186.9 

125.4 

94.9 

219.1 

126.4 

84.5 

178.6 

136.2 

95.6 

184.3 

157.2 

100.3 

109.0 

108.5 

104.3 

117.6 

110.5 

97.5 

92.2 

92.1 

99.0 

142.5 

128.4 

96.3 

182.3 

156.1 

100.6 

138.2 

127.9 

100.4 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3, 
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TABLE  2  -CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE- INCOME 
FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED#,  AND  PERCENT 
CHANGES  TO  MARCH  15,  1948  FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 


Group  • 

Feb.  15 
1948 

Dec.  15 
1947 

Mar.  15 
1947 

i 

i 

June  15 
3.946 

i 

Aug.  15 
1939 

ALL  ITEMS 

-0.4 

-0.1 

6.8 

25.2 

69.3 

ALL  FOODS 

-1.2 

-2.2 

6.8 

33.9 

116.4 

Cereals  Sc  bakery  products 

-0.5 

0.3 

15.5 

40.0 

33.1 

Meats,  poultry  &  fish 

0 

-1.1 

8.2 

67.7 

134.3 

Meats 

0.1 

-2.2 

6.9 

81.2 

128.7 

Beef  &  veal 

0.1 

0.4 

17.1 

88.5 

129.4 

Pork 

1.0 

-6.4 

-5.9 

78.7 

132.2 

Lamb' 

-3.0 

-2.1 

3.4 

56.0 

119.4 

Chickens 

-0.9 

2.1 

9.2 

19.6 

105.8 

Fish 

-0.4 

3.7 

17.9 

42.7 

214.9 

Dairy  products 

-1.6 

-1.9 

7.3 

36.1 

116.0 

Eggs 

-1.5 

-21.1 

6.6 

26.6 

105.4 

Fruits  Sc  vegetables 

-2.9 

0.8  ■ 

3.7 

12.8 

123.9 

Fresh 

-3.5 

1.0 

7.4 

8.9 

130.8 

Canned 

0 

0.3 

-8.8 

23.7 

72.2 

Dried 

-0.8 

-0.6 

-6,4 

47.2 

181.2 

Beverages 

0.2 

3.0 

9.4 

63.0 

115.4 

Fats  Sc  oils 

-1.3 

-7,9 

-12, 5 

51.7 

126.9 

Sugar  Sc  sweets 

-1.4 

-5.1 

-2.4 

28.0 

82.4 

APPAREL 

0.6 

2.7 

6.5 

24.9 

95.7 

RENT 

0.3 

0.8 

6.7 

7.2 

11.5 

FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  &  ICE 

0.2 

2,0 

10.8 

17.9 

33.6 

Gas  Sc  electricity 

0.6 

1.3 

1.7 

1.8 

-5.3 

Other  fuels  Sc  ice. 

0.1 

2.5 

16.5 

29.3 

72.4 

HOUSEFURNISHINGS 

1.0 

1.8 

6.9 

24.9 

93.7 

MISCELLANEOUS 

-0.1 

1.2 

5.8 

14.3 

45.6 

i  . 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 
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TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  10  CITIES* 
SURVEYED  MONTHLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  DECEMBER  15,  1947  AND 
FEBRUARY  15,  1948  TO  MARCH  15,  1948  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

Rent 

Fuel, 

Else.  &  Ice 

House- 

i'umish- 

ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Other 

Fuels 
&  Ic© 

March  15* 

1948  Ii 

idexes  ( 

1935-39  =  ICO) 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

172.0 

207.2 

203.1 

• 

131.8 

79-6 

170.7 

184.1 

143.2 

Boston,  Mass. 

16'0.8 

192.2 

I86.9 

112.1 

147.9 

110.8 

167.6 

181.9 

l4o.6 

Chicago,  Ill. 

169.0 

204.3 

199.3 

130.6 

122.8 

83.5 

163. 6 

180.8 

144.8 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

169-3 

206.1 

191.5 

111,4 

134. 9 

97.1 

171.0 

191.6 

148.7 

Detroit,  Mich. 

168.7 

197.7 

195.5 

- 

133.3 

84.9 

178.8 

202.2 

159.2  - 

Houston,  Texas 

170.0 

216.0 

205.9 

- 

94.3 

81.8 

128.0 

188.8 

149.4 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

167.4 

208.9 

194.2 

- 

94,3 

89.3 

118.0 

187.7 

146.0 

Nev  York,  N.  Y. 

164.3 

201.2 

196.2 

- 

128.3 

97.9 

175.0 

184.9 

146.7 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

165.5 

196.3 

191.6 

- 

135.1 

103.0 

159.7 

195.9 

142.1 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

170.1 

204.8 

221.4 

- 

132.9 

103 .  3 

183.9 

198.8 

144.0 

Percent  Changes  from  February  15.  1948 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

-0.5 

-1.8 

1.5 

-0.2 

0 

-0..2 

1.0 

0.2 

Boston,  Mass. 

-0.3 

-1.4 

1.0 

- 

0.4 

1.6 

0 

0.3 

0.4 

Chicago,  Ill. 

0.1 

-0.2 

0.7 

- 

-0.2 

0 

-0.4 

0.2 

-0.1 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

-0.5 

-1.4 

0.2 

- 

0.1 

0 

0.2 

0-3 

0 

Detroit,  Mich. 

-0.2 

-0.9 

1.2 

- 

0.1 

0.2 

0 

0.1 

0.1 

Houston,  Texas  * 

-0.2 

-1.0 

1.5 

- 

0 

0 

0 

-1-5 

0.1 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

-0.4 

-0.9 

“0.3 

- 

0 

0 

0 

0.6 

0.1 

Nev  York,  N.  Y. 

-1.3 

-2.7 

0.8 

0.5 

1-5 

-0.1 

0.2 

-0.9 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

-0.7 

-1.5 

0.1 

«• 

0 

0 

0 

1.2 

-0.1 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

0 

-0.3 

0.6 

- 

-0.1 

-0.1 

0 

1.4 

-0.3 

Percent  Changes  from  December  15.  1947 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

-1.0 

-4.5 

3.1 

0.7 

0 

0.9 

1.0 

1-5 

Boston,  Mass. 

> 

0.2 

-1.8 

2.0 

0.6 

5.1 

2.9 

5.8 

1,8 

1.3 

Chicago,  Ill. 

-0.6 

-2.9 

3.1 

1.1 

0.2 

0 

0.4 

-0.2 

l.l 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

-0.6 

-2.6 

1.3 

0.6 

2.0 

0 

3.2 

2.1 

0.5 

Detroit,  Mich. 

-0.2 

-2.1 

2.0 

- 

0.9 

l.i 

0.8 

0.2 

0.4 

Houston,  Texas 

0.4 

-1.0 

2.7 

- 

0 

-0.1 

0 

-1.0 

1.4 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

0.8 

-1.0 

3.8 

- 

0 

0 

0 

2.8 

2.2 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

-0.4 

-2.4 

2.3 

- 

1.7 

1.6 

1.8 

2.0 

0.8 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

-0.5 

-2.7 

2.6 

- 

3-6 

5-3 

2.7 

1-5 

0.4 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

-0.1 

-2.3 

1.0 

0.4 

0 

0.8 

2.7 

2.4 

*  Se<^  General  Explanation  cn  page  3. 
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TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS '  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  8  CITIES* 
SURVEYED  QUARTERLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGFS  PROM  DECEMBER  15,  19^7 
TO  MARCH  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

Rent 

Fuel, 

Elec.  $ 

;  Ice 

Eouee- 

furnish- 

ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Total 

Gas  &  j 

31ect-| 

ricit.vi 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

March  15* 

1948  Indexes  (1935-39  »  100} 

Baltimore,  Md. 

170.9 

212.3 

198.1 

113.9 

138.7 

119.7 

154.1 

198.1 

145.5 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

172.8 

208.1 

194.2 

123.0 

142.5 

100.2 

179-1 

185.0 

155.8 

Memphis,  Term. 

172.4 

219.9 

209.8 

126.1 

128.0 

77.0 

156.2 

181.2 

136.6 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

187.7 

198.1 

207.2 

123.1 

131.0 

78.5 

165.2 

195.9 

150.8 

Mobile,  A. la. 

169.9 

212.2 

IS#}.  5 

120.9 

128.ft 

84.1 

163.3 

174.3 

133.1 

Portland,  Me. 

[162.7 

192.4 

196.1 

IO9.9 

146.#  100.3 

169.2 

I85.8 

145-8 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

1x67.8 

210.9 

199.1 

115.6 

129.4 

9^.1 

160 . 6 

171.5 

140.2 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

171.4 

215.3 

191.7 

113.3 

82.8 

72.7 

120.5 

I65.I 

156.6 

Percent  Changes  from  December  15,  1947 

.  *  . 

Baltimore,  Md. 

-0.2 

*2.5 

3.0 

1.2 

2.7 

2.4 

3.0 

0.5 

1.4 

Jacksonville ,  Fla. 

-0.6 

-3.9 

4.4 

3.8 

2.5 

0 

3.3 

0.8 

-0.4 

Memphis,  Term. 

-0.6 

-4.3 

2.2 

1.3 

0.8 

0 

1.0 

5.5 

1.6 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

0.9 

-0.6 

3.2 

0.6 

1.6 

0 

2.0 

1.9 

1.9 

Mobile,  Ala. 

-0.2 

-1.9 

0.5 

0.3 

2.6 

0 

3.5 

-1.3 

2.2 

Portland,  Me. 

0.4 

-1.4 

2.5 

0,2 

4.3 

0.8 

5.2 

1.1 

1.0 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

-0.1 

-2.0 

3.2 

0.3 

0.5 

0 

0.9 

1.8 

1.2 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

1.5 

-0.2 

5.6 

1.0 

0.1 

0 

1.6 

2.4 

2.5 

TAELE  5  -  -CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  18  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  MARCH  15,  1948  FROM 
SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


City 

Indexes, 

1935-39  = 

100 

Percent  Changes 
March  15 ,  1948 

to 

from 

Mar.  15 
1948 

Mar .  15 

1947 

June  15 
1946 

Aug .  15 
1939 

Mar .  15 

1947 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 
1939 

AVERAGE 

166.9 

156.3 

133.3 

98.6 

6.8 

25.2 

69.3 

Baltimore,  Md. 

170.9 

159.6 

135.6 

98.7 

7.1 

26.0 

73.2 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

172.0 

162.0 

136.5 

98.5 

6.2 

26.0 

74.6 

Boston,  Mass. 

160 . 8 

150.3 

127.9 

97-1 

7.0 

25.7 

65.6 

Chicago,  Ill. 

169.0 

156.2 

130.9 

98.7 

.8.2 

29.1 

71.2 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

169.3 

157.0 

132.2 

97.3 

7.8 

26.1 

74.  e 

Detroit,  Mich. 

168.7 

156.5 

136.4 

93.5 

7.8 

23.7 

7i.3 

Houston,  Texas 

170.0 

157.1 

130.5 

100.7 

8.2 

30.3 

63.8 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

172.8 

163.4 

138.4 

98.5 

5.8 

'24.9 

75-4 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

167.4 

156.9 

136.1 

100.5 

6.7 

23.6 

66.6 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

172.4 

158.8 

134.5 

97.8 

8.6 

28.2 

76.3 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

167.7 

151.6 

129.4 

99.7 

10.6 

29-6 

68.2 

Mobile,  Ala. 

169.9 

159.2 

132.9 

98.6 

6.7 

27.8 

72.3 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

164.3 

157.4 

135.8 

99.0 

4.4 

21.0 

66.0 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

165.5 

156.1 

132.5 

97.8 

6.0 

24.9 

69.2 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

170.1 

159.2 

134.7 

98.4 

6.8 

26.3 

72.9 

Portland,  Me. 

162.7 

152.5 

128.7 

97.1 

6.7 

26.4 

67.6 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

I67.8 

155.8 

131.2 

98.1 

7.7 

27.9 

71.0 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

171.4 

160.3 

137.8 

-  .99-3, 

6.9 

24.4 

72.6 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 
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TABLE  6  -  AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES  OF  FOOD  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*, 

MARCH  19,  1948 


Food  and  Unit 

Mar,  15 
Average 

Food  and  Unit 

Mar.  15 
Average 

Cents 

Cents 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS 

‘t 

EGGS,  fresh,  doz. 

64.6 

Cereals: 

Flour,  wheat,  5  lb. 

49.7 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES : 

*  ‘  ..  '  1 

Corn  flakes,  11  oz. 

16.4 

Freeh: 

• 

Corn  meal,  lb. 

11.1 

Apples,  lb. 

10.8 

Rice,  lb. 

21.0 

Bananas,  lb. 

19.4 

Rolled  oats,  20  oz. 

16.9 

Oranges,  size  200  doz. 

41.0 

Bakery  products: 

Beans,  green,  lb. 

20.8 

Bread,  white,  lb. 

13.9 

Cabbage,  lb. 

6.7 

Vanilla  cookies,  lb. 

43.4 

Carrots,  bunch 

12.2 

Lettuce,  head 

11.4 

MEATS : 

Onions,  lb. 

•  16.0 

Beef: 

Potatoes,  15  lb. 

88. 7 

Round  steak,  lb. 

79.1 

Spinach,  lb. 

12.3 

Rib  roast,  lb . 

65. u 

Sweetpptatoes,  lb. 

,10.8 

Chuck  roast,  lb. 

56.0 

Canned^ 

Hamburger,  lb. 

48.9 

Peaches,  #2-l/2  can 

31.0 

Veal: 

Pineapple,  #2-l/2  can 

.  • 

Cutlets,  lb. 

90.4 

Corn,  $2  can 

19.5 

Pork: 

Peas,  #2  can 

*  19.1  : 

Chops ,  lb . 

69.9 

Tomatoes,  #2  can 

16.7  •’ 

Bacon,  sliced,  lb. 

70.8  • 

Dried: 

Ham,  whole,  lb. 

'62.8 

Prunes,  lb. 

21.9"'' 

Salt  pork,  lb. 

44.8 

Navy  beans,  lb. 

23.1  • 

Lamb*.  - 

; 

Leg,  t  lb.  i  •' 

62.5 

BEVERAGES : 

Poultry: 

Coffee,  lb. 

91.3 

Roasting  chickens,  lb. 

58.7 

Fish:'- 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

Salmon,  pink,  16  oz.  can 

51.7 

Lard,  lb . 

28.6  " 

•  i 

Shortening,  hydrogenated,  lb. 

44.4 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

Salad  dressing,  pt. 

38.9 

Butter,  lb. 

86.4 

Oleomargarine,  lb. 

40.8 

Cheese,  lb. 

63.4 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered),  qt. 

21.2 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS: 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery),  qt. 

20.3 

Sugar,  lb . 

Q.4 

Milk,  evaporated, l4-l/2  oz.  can 

14.1 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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TABLE  7  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  38  CITIES* 

AM)  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  DECEMBER  15,  1947  AND  FEBRUARY  15,  1948 

TO  MARCH  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES 


City 


Atlanta,  Ga. 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  " 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Butte,  Mont. 

Cedar  Rapids,  I ova  l/ 
Charleston,  S .  C . 

Cleveland,.  Ohio 
Columbus,  Ohio 
Dallas,  Texas 
Denver,  Qolo. 

Fall  River,  Mass. 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Jackson,  Miss,  l/ 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Knoxville,  Tenn.  l/ 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 
Louisville,  Ky. 
Manchester,  N.  E. 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 
Newark,  N.  J. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

New  Orleans,  La. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Omaha,  Neb. 

Peoria,  Ill. 

Portland,  Oreg. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
Richmond,  Va. 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
Savannah,  Ga. 

Scranton,  Pa. 

Seattle,  Wash. 
Springfield,  Ill. 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Wichita,  Kans.  l/ 
Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  l/ 


*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
1/  June  1940  equals  100. 


Indexes  (1935* 

•39  =  100)  j 

Mar .  15 

I  Feb.  15 

Dec.  15 

..  1948 

1948 

;  1947 

201.1 

205.6 

—  — - ■>r—  ■  - 11  [ 

211.1 

195.6 

197.5 

'  199.0 

196.6 

196.7 

200.3 

200.5 

202.1 

195.8 

208.2 

208.9 

213.0 

199.1 

200.2 

203.1 

209.3 

212.5 

212.3 

190.8 

192.6 

194.4 

203.0 

205.7 

208.2 

202.3 

203.4 

205.6 

197.2 

198.4 

199-0 

203.8 

204.2 

208.8 

214.6 

221.3 

223.2 

193.0 

192.5 

197.3 

230.0 

239-6 

243-5 

203.8 

206.1 

211.8 

193.9 

198.0 

198.9 

202.0 

203.2 

204.7 

204.6 

203.4 

.  204.6 

196.4 

200.3 

199.4 

193.0 

195.8 

198.9 

224.3 

225.6 

222.1 

206.0 

210.2 

216.1 

197.7  , 

197.7 

202.6 

205.8 

208.9 

224.1 

220.4  1 

219.2 

219.0 

205.5 

210.2 

210.5 

197.6 

201.3 

207.6 

196.7 

196.9 

200.1 

•  195.3 

194.0 

195.9 

207.3 

207.9 

* 

209.7 

213.6 

219.6 

222.2 

201.8 

203.2 

210.0 

212.5 

214.7 

213.4 

209.1 

211.4 

217.3 

198.9 

202.0 

207.4 

215.9 

215.1 

221.6 

202.7 

207.9 

211.3 

Percent  Changes  to 
March  I5>  1948  from: 


Feb.  15 
1948 


Dec.  15 
1947 


0 


-1.9 

-1.5 

-1.4 

-3.0 

-0.6 

1.0 

-2.0 

-4.7 

0 

-2.4 

-1.5 

-8.2 

0.5 

0. 6 

-2.4 

-2.4 

-1.8 

-4.8 

-0.1 

-1.7 

0.7 

-0.3 

-0.3 

-1.1 

-2.7 

-3.9 

-0.7 

-3.9 

-1.0 

-0.4 

-1.1 

-3.8 

-1.5 

-4.1 

0.4 

-2.6 

-2.5 

-4.1 

Between  mid-March  and  mid-April  19US,  retail  prices  of  goods  and  services 
purchased  by  moderate— income  families  in  large  cities  advanced  l.U  percent  on  the 
average*  and  more  than  offset  the  decline  that  occurred  from  January  to  March.  The 
consumers1  price  index  for  Apnil  19l*8,  as  calculated  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics*  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor,  reached  an  all-time  high  at  169.3  percent  of 
the  1939-39  average;  8.U  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago,  27.0  percent  over  June 
I9I4.6,  and  71.7  percent  above  the  August  1939  level.  Retail  prices  of  foods  advanced 
2.8  percent*  while  prices  of  other  goods,  rents,  and  services  averaged  0.3  percent 

higher  over  the  month. 


large  cities  combined  to  207.9  percent  of  the  1933-39  average,  less  than  1  percent 
below  the  mid-January  19U8  peak.  Food  prices  normally  advance  about  0.3  percent 
from  March  to  April.  Average  increases  of  6.6  percent  in  prices  of  fresh  fruits . 
and  vegetables,’ 9.2  percent  for  meats  and  2.3  percent  for  dairy  products  were  mainly 
responsible  for  the  rise  in  the  food  index.  Prices  of  cereals  and  bakery  products 
and  coffee  showed  no  change  on  the  average.  Canned  and  dried  fruits  and  vegeta jles, 
fats  and  .oils  and  sugar  decreased  fractionally.  More  than  usual  seasonal  increases 
for  cabbage  (up  U3 *3  percent),  lettuce  (up  19.9  percent)  and  onions  (up  1U.2  PGrj 
cent)  and  contra -seasonal  increases  for  green  beans  and  carrots  (up  c0,0  and  11.6 
percent,  respectively)  advanced  the  fresh  fruit  and  vegetable  index  to  a  level  2.9 
percent  above  its  February  19U8  record  high.  Oranges  and  spinach  prices  decreased 
over  the  month.  Increases  in  the  Various  cuts  of  meats  ranged  from  3  percent  for 
bacon  to  7.3  percent  for  leg  of  lamb;  chicken  was  about  2  percent  higher  than  in 
mid-March.  Fresh  fish  and  salt  pork  prices  dropped.  Egg  prices  declined  less  than 
1  percent,  despite  seasonally  liberal  supplies.  The  pid.ee  of  butter,  which  usually 
declines  at  this  time  of  year,  increased  7.6  percent,  more  than  oifsetting  fraction¬ 
al  decreases  in  prices  of  milk  and  cheese. 


-  2  - 


Housefurnishings  averaged  0.1  percent  lower  .over  the  month.  Decreased 
prices  for  electric  refrigerators  and  radio-phonographs  more  than  offset  higher 
prices  for  Axminster  rugs,  Sevang  machines,  dinette  sets  and  bedroom  suites.  Prices 
of  sheets  and  curtains  advanced  in  most  cities  while  to'wel  prices  declined. 

Higher  prices  for  bituminous  coal  in  Chicago  and  Minneapolis  contributed 
largely  to  the  rise  of  0.3  percent  in  the  fuel,  electricity,  and  ice'  index.  The 
gas  and  electricity  index  was  up  0.1  percent  over  the  month  with  higher  rates  for 
gas  in  Cleveland,  Baltimore,  New  York,  Boston,  and  Portland,  Oregon,  and  lower  costs 
for  gas  in  Detroit  and  Pittsburgh  and  electricity  in  Milwaukee.  Some  lower  prices 
were  reported  for  fuel  oil* 


Prices  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  rose  1.1  percent  from  mid-March 
to  mid-April.  Motor  oil  prices  and  hospital  rates  advanced  in  most  cities. 

Scattered  increases  were  reported  for  dentist  and  physician  fees,  barber  and  laundry 
services.  Street  car  fares  advanced  in  Detroit,  Philadelphia,  and  Savannah  and 
newspaper  prices  were  higher  in. Boston,  Cnicago,  Philadelphia,-  and  Portland,  Oregon. 
Adult  movie  admissions  were  up  in  four  cities.  Residential  telephone  rates 
increased  in  two  cities* 


In  the  11  cities  surveyed  this 
from  0.1  percent  in  New  York  City  to  1*3 
Savannah  and  Pittsburgh*  The  rent  index 
percent  from  January  to  April  1948. 


period,  rents  increased  over-the -quarter 
percent  in  Denver  and  showed  no  change  in 
for  large  cities  .combined  advanced  0*3 


On  May  21,  immediately  upon  completion  of  the  calculations, 
the  Bureau  released  the  April  1948  Consumers'  Price  Index  for  large  cities 
combined  and  for  each  of  the  18  cities  through  the  public  press.  Because 
of  the  very  large  number  of  people  on  the. Bureau's  mailing  list,  about  a 
week  is  required  to  reproduce  and  distribute  this  detailed  report. 


GENERAL  EXPTANATION 
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The  '’consumers1  price  index  for  moderate “income  families  in  large  cities,"  formerly 
known  as  the  "cost  of  living  index,"  measures  average  changes  in  retail  prices  of 
goods,  rents  and  services  bought  by  families  oi  wage  earner?  and  mode rate -income 
workers  in  large  cities*  Time -to -time  changes  in  the  prices  of  goods  and  services 
are  weighted  by  19 34 ”36  average  expenditures  of  families  whose  incomes  averaged 
$1524  in  1934-36.  City  data  are  combined  for  the  united  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights. 


The  indexes  do  not  indicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in 


another. 

Food  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  3  days  of  the  week 
which  includes  the  fifteenth  of  the  month. 


Fuel  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  each  of  the  3 4  large  cities.  Information  on 


rents  is  obtained  at  least  quarterly  in  each  city. 


“  ;  and  services  are 


a^TIiT2iro^er  Targe'  cities  quarterly.  Prices 
*lv  cities  each  month.  The  schedule  for  pricing 


March,  June, 
September,  December 


January,  April, 
July,  October 


Every 

Month 


Baltimore 

Jacksonville 

Memphis 

Minneapolis 

Mobile 

Portland,  Me. 
St,  Louis 
San  Francisco 


Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 


Buffalo 

Denver 

Indianapolis ‘ 
Kansas  City 
Manchester 
Portland,  Oreg. 
Ri chmond 
Savannah 


Birmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Detroit 

Houston 

Los  Angeles 

New  York 

Philadelphia 


New  Orleans 


Norfolk 

Scranton 

Seattle 


Washington 


Pittsburgh 


Tables  in  this  release  contain  index  numbers  for  the  current  and  other  specified 
periods  ana  show  "percent  changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates. 

Table  1  shows  indexes  for  all  items  combined,  groups  and  subgroups  for  large 


ago,  June  19)46  and  August  193 9* 

Table  2  shows  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  for  indexes  given  in  Table  1. 

Table  3  shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  month  and  over'  the  quarter  for  each  of  10  cities  surveyed 
monthly • 

Table  I4  shows  current  indexes  for  ell  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 


changes  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  8  cities  surveyed  quarterly. 


Table  5  shows  indexes  for  all  items  combined  for  specified  periodsand  percent 


this  monte . 
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Table  6  shows  current  U.  S.  average  prices  for  $0  food  items. 

Table  7  shows  food  price  indexes  for  the  current  period,  a  month  ago  and  3 
^  months  ago,  and  corresponding  percent  changes  for  38  cities  ior  which  only 
food  price  data  are  collected  or  for  which  complete  price  surveys  were  not 
made  this  month* 

Table  C  shows  fuel  price  indexes  for  the  current  period  and  percent  changes  to 
the  current  period  from  a  month  ago  and  3  months  ago  for  18  cities  for  which 
complete  price  surveys  were  not  made  this  month. 


GUIDE  TO  TABLES  IN  THIS  RELEASE 


Cities 

Tables 

Cities 

Tables 

U.S.  AVERAGE 

1,  2,  6 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

7,  8 

Milwauk e e ,  Vi isc . 

7,  8 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

7,  8 

Minn ea poll s ,  Minn . 

7,  8 

Baltimore,  Md. 

7,  8 

Mobile,  Ala, 

7i  8 

Bi  rmi ngham ,  Ala . 

3>  $ 

Newark,  N.  J. 

7 

Boston,  Mass. 

3,  $ 

•  1 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

7 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

7 

New  Orleans ,  La . 

7}  8 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

k,  s 

New  York,  N.  Y, 

3,  3 

Butte,  Mont* 

7 

Norfolk,  Va. 

7,  8 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 

7 

Qua ha,  Nebr. 

7 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

7 

Chicago,  Ill. 

3>  5 

Peoria,  Ill* 

7 

Philadelphia ,  Pa . 

3,  5 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

3,  3 

Pittsburgh,  Pa* 

3j  5 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

7,  8 

Portland,  Me. 

7,  8 

Columbus ,  Ohio 

7 

Po rtlan d ,  Ore. 

h,  3 

Dallas,  Tex. 

7 

Denver,  Colo. 

k,  5 

Providence,  R.  I, 

7 

Richmond,  Va . 

U,  5 

Detroit,  Mich. 

3,  5 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

7 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

7 

St*  Louis,  Mo. 

7,  8 

Houston,  Tex. 

3,  5 

St.  Paul,  Minn* 

7 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

h,  5 

Jackson,  Miss, 

.7 

Salt  Lake  C:i  ty,  Utah 

7 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

7,  8 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

7,  8 

Savannah,  Ga * 

h,  i 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

i  r' 

4>  3 

Scranton,  Pa . 

7,  8 

Knoxville,  Term* 

7 

Seattle,  Dash. 

7,  8 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

7 

Lo  s  Ang e ie  s ,  Cal i f . 

3,  3 

Springfield,  Ill. 

7,  8 

Washington,  D.  C. 

7 

Louisville,  Ky. 

7 

Wichita,  Kans. 

{ 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

1.  g 

4,  0 

liVinston-Saieru,  N,  C. 

/ 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE- INCOME 
FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*, 

FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
(1935-39  =  100.0) 


Group 

Apr.  15 

1943 

Mar.  15 
1948 

Jan.  15 

1948 

Apr.  15 
1947 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 
1939 

ALL  ITEMS 

169.3 

166.9 

168.8 

156.2 

133.3 

9  8.6 

ALL  FOODS 

207.9 

202 .3 

209.7 

188.0 

145.6 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

171.0 

171.0 

172.7 

153.4 

122.1 

93.4 

Meats,  poultry  k  fish 

233.8 

224.7 

237.5 

202.6 

134.0 

95.7 

Meats 

229.5 

218.2 

233.4 

198.7 

120.4 

95.4 

Beef  &  veal 

241.2 

228.5 

239.7 

194.6 

121.2 

99.6 

Pork 

212.3 

204.3 

225.9 

203.5 

114.3 

88.0 

Lamb 

232 .6 

216.8 

231.5 

206.5 

139.0 

98.8 

Chickens 

193.4 

194.7 

200.0 

177.1 

162.0 

94.6 

Fish 

307.2 

313.6 

310.9 

261.0 

219.7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

205.8 

201.1 

205.7 

178.9 

147.8 

93.1 

Eggs 

184.7 

186.3 

213.6 

176.3 

147.1 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

217 .4 

206.9 

208.3 

200.4 

183.5 

92.4 

Fresh 

226.4 

214.2 

215.7 

200.7 

196.7 

92.8 

Canned 

156.4 

157.7- 

158.0 

172.6 

127.5 

91.6 

Dried 

252.1 

253.9 

256.8 

269.7 

172.5 

90.3 

'Beverages 

204.4 

204.4 

201.9 

189.5 

125.4 

94.9 

Fats  k  oils 

191.4 

191.7 

209.3 

227.8 

126.4 

84.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

173.6 

174.4 

183.4 

179.3 

136.2 

95.6 

APPAREL 

196.4 

196.3 

192.1 

184.9 

157.2 

100.3 

RENT 

116.3 

116.3 

115.9 

109.0 

108.5 

104.3 

FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  k  ICE 

130.7 

130.3 

1?9.5 

118 .4 

110.5 

97.5 

Gas  k  electricity 

93.9 

93.8  ■ 

93.1 

92,5 

92.1 

99.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

166.7 

166.0 

165.0 

143.8 

128.4 

96.3 

HDUSEFURNISHINGS 

194.7 

I 

194.9 

192.3 

182.5 

156.1 

100.6 

MISCELLANEOUS 

147.8 

146.2 

146.4 

139.2 

127.9 

100.4 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 


Page  6 
April  19’.|8 


TABLE  2  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE- INCOME 
FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*,  AND  PERCENT 
CHANGES  TO  APRIL  1$,  19  UG  FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 


Group 

Mar.  15 
1948 

Jan.  15 
1?U8 

Am'.  I5 
‘  1947 

- —  •  — - -  — i 

June  IS 
1946 

- - - - - -  - - 

r— 

Aug.  15 
1939 

ALL  ITEMS 

i 

l.U 

0.3 

8.4 

27.0 

71.7 

ALL  FOODS 

2  *8 

-0.9 

10.6 

4" 

ro 

• 

CO 

122.  k 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

a/ 

-1.0 

11.5 

40.0 

83.1 

Meats,  poultry  &  fish 

4.0 

-1.6 

15.4 

74.5 

mu.  3 

Meats 

5.2 

-1.7 

1 5.5 

90.6 

1U0.6 

Beef  &  veal 

5.6‘ 

0.6 

23.9 

99.0 

1U2.2 

Pork 

3.9 

—6.0 

U.3 

85.7 

1U1.2 

La 'lb 

7.3  • 

0.5 

12 .6 

67.3 

135.4 

Chickens 

1.9 

-0.8 

12.0 

21.9 

109.7 

Fish 

-2  *0 

-4.2 

17.7 

39.8 

208.  k 

.  Dairy  products 

2.3 

0 

15.0 

39.2 

121.1 

Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

-0.9 

5.1 

-13.5 

*4. *4 

*4.8 

8.5 

25.6 

18.5 

103.6 

135.3 

Fresh 

6  .6 

5.9 

13.8 

16.1 

II46.I 

Canned 

-0.3 

-1.0 

-94 

22  o7 

70.7 

Dried  ‘ 

-0.7  ' 

-1.8 

-6.5 

46.1 

179.? 

Beverages 

0  * 

1.2 

7.9 

63.0 

n5  .U 

Fats  &  oils 

-0.2  ' 

-8.6 

-16.0 

51.4 

126.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

-0.5 ; 

-5-3 

-3.2 

27.5 

81.6 

APPAREL 

0.1 

2.2 

6.2 

24.9 

95.8 

RENT 

*/ 

0.3 

6.7 

7.2 

11.5 

FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  &  ICE 

0.3  ' 

0.9 

10.4 

13.3 

34.1 

Gas  &  electricity 

0.1 

0.9 

1.5 

2.0 

-5.2 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

0.4 

1.0 

15.9 

29.8 

73.1 

HOU SEF  U  RN  IS  KINGS 

-0.1 

1.2 

6.7 

24.7 

93 .5 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1.1 

1.0 

6.2 

15.6 

47,2 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 


a/  Less  than  ,05  percent  increase. 
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TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  10  CITIES-* 

SURVEYED. MONTHLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  MARCH  1$  AND 
JANUARY  15,  19U8  TO  APRIL  13',  19  A8  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS  . 


City 

• 

All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

Rent 

Fuel, 

Elec. 

&  Ice 

Ho use - 

furnioh- 

ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Total 

Ga-ci  oc 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

April  15>  19A8  Indexes 

(1935-39  =  100) 

Birmingham,  Al'a. 

172.7 

207.5 

204.4 . 

131.8 

79.6  170.7 

191.8 

143.0 

Boston,  Mass. 

163 .6 

198.2 

188.1 

- 

148.8  111.1*  168.7  ' 

182.6 

1A2.6 

Chicago,  HI.  ’ 

JLZ2.1 

212.2 

199.2 

- 

125.2 

83.5  168.5 

179.9 

145.0 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

170.8 

210,1 

192,2 

- 

135.3 

97.1 

171.7 

189.6 

149.3 

Detroit,  Mich.' 

171.8 

203.9 

195.7 . 

124.1* 

137.8 

83.8  178.8 

203.1 

162.6 

Houston,  Texas 

171.4 

219.3 

206.A 

mm 

94.3 

81.8 

128.0 

194.6 

149.5 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

169.3 

213.9 

193.7 

- 

9)4.3 

89.3 

118.0 

188.7 

146.8 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

167.0 

208.6 

195.5 

106.6 

128 .3 

98.1*  171*. 1 

18A.2 

146.7 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

169.3 

202.8 

191.3 

- 

135.1  103.0  159.7 

198,0 

147.7 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

171.9 

209.8 

221.9 

115  #9 

132.9  103.2  183.9 

199.2 

143.8 

Percent  Changes  from  March  13 

19l*8 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

0.4 

.  0.1 

0,6 

mm 

0 

0 

0 

A. 2 

-0.1 

Boston,  Mass. 

1.7 

3.1 

0.6 

mm 

0.6 

0.5 

0.7 

0.4 

l.A 

Chicago,  Ill. 

1.8 

3.9 

—0,1 

- 

2.0 

0 

3.0 

-0.5 

0.1 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

0.9 

1.9 

■  0.1* 

- 

0.3 

0 

0.1* 

-1.0 

0.4 

Detroit,  Mich. 

1.8 

,  3.1 

0.1 

- 

-o.A 

-1 .3 

0 

0.4 

2.1 

Houston,.  Texas 

0.8 

1.5 

0.2 

- 

0 

0 

■  0 

3.1 

0.1 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

1,1 

2, A 

-0*3 

0 

0 

0 

o.5 

0.5 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

1.6 

3.7 

-0.4 

- 

0 

0.5 

-0.5 

-o.A 

0 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

2.3 

3.3 

-0.2 

- 

O' 

0 

0 

1.1 

3.9 

Pittsburgh,  Pa,  , 

1.1 

2.1* 

0.2 

- 

0- 

-0.1 

0 

0.2 

-0.1 

. 

Percent  Changes  from  January  15,  19  A8 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

-1.0 

-A.  8 

3.9 

_ 

-0.1 

0 

-0.1 

5.8 

0.6 

Boston,  Mass. 

0.3 

-1.0 

2.5 

- 

2.2 

2.3 

2.1 

0.7 

*  1.6 

Chicago,  Ill. 

0.3 

-0.5 

2.9 

« 

1.8 

0 

2.6 

—0.8 

0.2 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

-0.2 

-l.A 

1.7 

- 

0.1* 

0 

0.6 

0.6 

0.1 

Detroit,  Mich, 

0.7 

-0.6 

2. A 

0.5 

0.1 

-o.A 

•0.3 

1.2 

2.0 

Houston,  Texas 

0.1* 

-1.0 

3.5 

0 

0 

0 

1.9 

0.1 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

1.0 

0,8 

2.0 

- 

0 

0 

0  . 

1.8 

0.8 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

-0.1 

-0.5 

1.8 

’S.l 

0.9 

2.0 

0.1 

-0.4 

-0.7 

Phila delphia ,  Pa . 

0.5 

-1  .A 

l.A 

- 

0 

0 

-0.1 

3.9 

3.7 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

-0.2 

-1  .A 

2.5 

•  0 

0 

-0.1 

0 

.  2.8 

-0.7 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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L  '  ^  TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  8  CITIES* 

SURVEYED  QUARTERLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  JANUARY  1948 

1  _  -s^r  iir/fiTro  A  r. rr>  if  A  n.TJnTTDC 


City 


Ail  j 

Items !  Food 


Apparel j 


&  Ice  ' 

vis  cel- 

Ot  her 

House- 

Fuels 

furnish- 

laneous 

&  Ice 

ings 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Denver,  Colo. 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Kansas  City,  -Mo. 
Manches t e  r ,  N  •  H • 
Portland,  Greg. 
Richmond,  Va. 
Savannah,  Ga • 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Denver,  Colo. 
Indianapolis ,  Ind 
Kansas  City,  Mo* 
Manchester,  N.  II. 
Portland,  Oreg. 
Richmond,  Va. 
Savannah,  ga. 


**••  '*-*’-“  ~  S  J  —  -r  ~  — 

167.2  200.2  196.8 

168.5  208.5  194.8 

172.5  205.7  191.2 

j  163.3  197.9  187.8 
I  172.0  204.9  190.2 
!  175.8  223.2  195.9 
j.  163.4  200.6  193.8 
!  177.6  221.4  192.8 
I  _  . 


11977  12HTC  9o .0  157.2  200.9 

121.0  106.7  69.2  149.6  216.2 

127.2  144.3  86.6  178.2  184.7 

121.0  120.7  66.6  170.1  181.5 

110.3  151.7  94.6  180.2  196.3 

122.5  126.4  94.9  165.0  187.3 


•? 

112 .1 

116.9 


-0.1 

”-o.9 

■nr 

-  -Q.r~ 

1.0 

0 

0.9 

'  0 

3.1 

■  1.3 

0.1 

*0 

0.1 

-1.2 

2.8 

•  0.5 

0.1 

'0 

0.6 

1Q.8 

1.3 

0.2 

0.2 

0.5 

-0.3 

-1.9 

2.4 

■  0.3 

-1.1 

0 

0.8 

‘0.1 

3.1 

0.3 

‘i.i 

1.9 

-i.o 

-4.1 

'2.1 

0.3 

■0.9 

■0 

i.i. 

-0.7 

1.3 

0 

•2.7 

•0 

135.1  95.6  159.2  205.5 

147.1  91.2  179.6  205.2 


1.5  '  0.3 
0.2  *-o.5 
0.2  1.3 

0.1  •  1.3* 
-1.4  0.7 

•0.5  1.6 

■  1.3  '1.0 

3.4  1.0 


151.4 
147.3 
155.2 
149.0 

143.5 

150.5 

137.0 

153.8 

-0.2 

1.8 
0.1 
'2.2 
'  2.0 
1.0 
1.0 
5.2 


table  5  CONSUME IS 1  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  18  CITIES* 

AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  APRIL  l5>  1948  FROM 


City 


AVERAGE 


SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


Indexes,  1935-39  ®  100  * 

;  Anr.  13  i  Apr.  l5T-  June  17  Aug* "r  15 
1948  j  .  1947  L  1946  _ 1939 


169.3 


t 


Birmingham,  Ala.  - 

172.7 

Boston,  Mass • 

163.6 

Buffalo,  N-.  Y. 

167.2 

Chicago,  Hi. 

172.1 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

170.8 

Denver,  Colo. 

166.5 

Detroit,  Mich. 

171.8 

Houston,  Texas 

17-1  .It 

Indianapolis ,  Ind. 

172.5 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  * 

163 .3 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

169 .3 

Man  ehe s  t e  r ,  N  •  H  • 

172 .0 

New  York,  *N.  Y. 

167.0 

Phila  delphia ,  Pa • 

169.3 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

171.9 

Portland,  Oreg. 

175.8 

Richmond,  Va. 

j  163 .4 

Savannah*  Ga . 

!  177.6 

156.2 

133.3 

98.6 

161.7 

136.5 

98.5 

lit?  .U 

127.9 

97.-1 

155.3  * 

132.6 

98.5 

159.7 

130.9 

98.7 

157.2 

.  132 .2 

97.3 

155.8 

131.7 

98.6 

156.7 

136.4 

98,  5 

158.6 

130. .5 

100,7 

— 

131-9 

98.0 

151.0 

129 .4 

98.6 

157 .U  • 

136.1 

100,5 

— 

134.7 

97.8 

156.8 

135.8 

99..0 

154.9 

132 -5 

97.8 

159 .0 

134.7 

98,4 

— 

140.3 

lOCt.l 

— 

128.2 

98.0 

166.2 

140.6 

99.3 

Percent 
'  April  1 

’  Changes  to 

5.  1948  from 

Apr.  15  * 

'  1947  j 

June  15 
'  1946 

Aug.  15 

1939 

•  8.4 

27.0 

71.7 

6.8' 

.26.15 . 

75.3 

.  9.5  . 

27.9 

68.5 

7.7 

26.1 

69.7 

10.5 

31.5 

74.4 

8.7 

29 .2 

75.5 

8.2 

27.9 

70.9 

.  9.6 

26.0 

74.4 

.  8.1 

31.3 

70.2 

3P.8 

76.0 

8.1 

26.2 

65*6 

1 .  7.6 

24.4 

68.5 

1 

27.7 

.  75.9 

6.5 

23..0 

68.7 

i  9.3 

27.8 

73.1 

.  8.1 

27.6 

74.7 

— 

25.3 

75.6 

I 

27.5 

66.7 

1  /  _ 

j  e>.  9 

26.3 

78.9 

See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 
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TABLE  6  "  AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES  OF  FOOD  IN  URGE  CITIES  COMBINED*, 

APRIL  15,  19H8 


Food  and  Unit 

Apr.  15 

! ! 

Food  and  Unit 

Apr,  15' 

Average 

u 

1 

Average 

Cents 

ii 

Cents 

CEREALS  AND  BAKE  HI  PRODUCTS 

- 

*  ^ 

j  i  EGGS ,  f  re s  h ,  do  z . 

6U.0 

Cereals: 

A 

Flour,  wheat,  5  lb* 

1*9.0 

\\  FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

Corn  flakes,  11  oz* 

16.6 

Fresh: 

Corn  meal,  lb. 

11.1 

}\  Apples,  lb. 

10.9 

Rice,  lb. 

21.1 

9  Bananas,  lb. 

15.5 

Rolled  oats,  20  oz. 

17.1- 

Oranges,  size  200,  doz. 

bO.b 

Bakery  products: 

Beans,  green,  lb. 

25.0 

Bread,  white,  lb. 

13.9 

;!  Cab  cage  j  lb. 

9.5 

Vanilla  cookies,  lb. 

U3.7 

i ;  Ca i ro lb ,  bunch 

13.7 

, 

!•  Lettuce,  head 

13.2 

MEATS :  ‘ 

Or:i  ans ,  lb  • 

Potatoes,  15  lb. 

18.2 

Beef:' 

91-1 

Round  steak,  lb. 

8U.7 . 

Spinach,  lb. 

12.0 

Rib'  roast,  lb. 

68 .6 

Sweet, potatoes,  lb. 

11.1 

Chuck  roast,  lb. 

59.1 

P  Canned* 

Hamburger,  lb. 

51.  1* 

|i  Peaches,  #2-1/2  can 

31.0 

Veal:’ 

, 

,h  Pineapple,  #2-1/2  can 

36.2 

Cutlets,  lb. 

93.7 

j;  Corn,  f2  can 

19.5 

Pork: * 

j!  Peas,  12  can 

Hi.  8 

Chops ,  lb  • 

73.6  . 

i!  Tomatoes,  jj- 2  can 

16.5 

Bacon,  sliced,  lb. 

72.9 

||  Dried: 

Ham,  whole,  lb. 

6U.9 

|j  Prunes,  lb. 

21.2 

Salt  pork,  lb. 

U3*8 .  , 

!i  Navy -beans,  lb. 

23.1 

Lamb:  ' 

n 

i  ■ 

1  » 

Leg,’  lb. 

67.1  . 

BEVERAGES: 

Poultry: 

ii  Coffee,  lb. 

51.3 

Roasting  chickens,  lb. 
Fish: 

59.9 

i!  FATS  AND  OILS: 

Salmon,  pink,  16  oz.  can 

52  .1 

i!  Lard*  lb. 

’  28.9 

Shortening,  hydrogenated,  lb. 

1*2.9 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

.  i  Salad,  dressing,  pt. 

38.7 

Butter,  lb. 

93.0 

j 1  01 e oma r ga  ri ne ,  lb . 

1*0.8 

Ghees C;  Lb, 

62.8 

•i; 

ItilKy  fresh  (delivered),  qt. 

21.2 

.;j  SUGAR  AND  SLEETS: 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery),  qt. 

20.2 

!j  Sugar,  lb. 

9.U 

Milk,  evaporated,  I4-I/2  oz. 

can  II4.I 

ii 

:! 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3» 
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TABLE  7  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  38  CITIES* 

.  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  MARCH  15  -AND  JANUARY  15?  19)|8 

TO  APRIL  19,  19  U8, .  BY  CITIES 


City 

.  Indexes  (19 3 9 ~39  = 

! 

100)  J 

Percent  Changes  to 
•  April  1>,  19U8  from: 

!  Apr.  15 

19  U8 

pi  r.  15  • 
191*8  .  i 

Jan.  15  ! 

19!*8 

liar.  15 

191*8 

Jan.  15 

191*8 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

1  '201*.  7 

201.1 

i 

211.9  j 

| 

1.8  j 

-3.U 

Baltimore,  Md. 

217.3 

212.3  ! 

'  220.2 

2,6 

-1.1 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

j  231 .4 

195.6 

20U.5 -  ! 

3.0  j 

-1.5 

Butte,  Mont. 

201.3 

200.5  i 

20)4.8 

0.I4 

-1.7 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  1/ 

217.0 

208.2 

21I4.6 

h.2 

1.1 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

i  2 OU .8 

199 .1 

20c>.6 

{ 

2.9 

-0.9 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

213.0 

209.3  ! 

217.6 

1.8 

-2.1 

C  olumbus ,  Ohi 0 

193.1 

190.8 

196.7 

1-2 

-1.8 

Dallas,  Texas 

206.7 

203.0  i 

210.3 

1.8 

-1.7 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

201.2 

197.2 

202.6 

2.0 

-0.7 

Jackson,  Miss.  1/ 

1  218.3 

21)4.6 

223.3 

1.7 

-2.2 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

1  21U.7 

208. 1. 

216.2 

3.2 

-0.7 

Knoxville,  Term.  1/ 

; 

233.9 

230.0  ; 

2)4)1. 3 

1.7 

-it  .3 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

206.4. 

203.8 

211. 1| 

1.3 

-2.it 

Louisville,  Ky. 

198. 2 

193.9 

200.1 

2.2 

-0.9 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

222.2 

219 .9 

230.7 

1.0 

”3.7 

Milwauxee ,  Wis . 

i  210.9  . 

20U.6 

206.4 

3.1 

2.2 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

203.0 

• 

193 .1 

202.6 

2.5 

0.2 

Mobile,  Ala. 

216.3 

212.2  j 

219 .6 

1.9 

-1.5 

Newark,  N.  J. 

{  203.0 

196.1;  1 

201.4 

3.U 

0.8 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

197.7 

193.0 

201.5 

2.1* 

-1.9 

New  Orleans,  La. 

i  228.7 

22!*. 3 

226  .U 

2.0 

1.0 

Norfolk,  Va. 

1  210.5 

•206.0 

216.5 

2.2 

-2.8 

Omaha,  Nebr, 

!  202.5 

1 

197.7  i 

2  Oil.  2 

2.1* 

-0.8 

1 

Peoria,  Ill. 

217.0 

205.8  ■ 

219.5 

1 

5.U 

j  -1.1 

Portland,  Me. 

;  197.0 

192  .it 

199 .6 

2. it 

-1.3 

Providence,  R.  I. 

213.1 

205.5  ; 

215.0 

3.7 

-0.9 

Ro Trieste r ,  N .  Y • 

!  200.8 

196.7 

202,1 

1 

2.1 

-0.6 

St .  Louis ,  Mo • 

213.6 

210.9 

217.2 

| 

i 

1.3 

-1.7 

St.  pa.ul,  Minn. 

200.5 

195.3 

1 

198.6 

( 

| 

2.7 

1.0 

1 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

1 

212.9 

k07 .3 

211.3 

1 

2.7 

0.8 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

!  219.5 

215.3 

218.9 

1 

2.0 

0.3 

Scranton,  Pa. 

208 .9 

201.8 

213 .1 

; 

« 

3.6 

-2.0 

Seattle,  Dash. 

:  215.5 

212.5 

216.1* 

i 

i 

I.I4 

-!-3 

Springfield,  Ill. 

212.6 

209.1  ! 

217.9 

1.7 

-2.1* 

Washington,  D.  C. 

205.1 

198 .9 

209.5 

j 

4 

3.1 

-2.1 

Wichita,  Kans.  1/ 

220.3 

215.9 

222.ii 

► 

i 

! 

2.0 

j 

-0.9 

Winston-Salem,  17.  C.  1/ 

206.0 

202,7 

21)4.5 

i 

t 

\ 

1,6 

-il.O 

*  See  General  lixplanation  on  page  3, 
1/  June  I9I4.O  =  100. 
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TABLE  8  RETAIL  FUEL,  ’ELECTRICITY  AND  It®  PFItE  IMKSEES  FCE-16  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHAFES  FHDM  JANUARY  1$  AMD  MARCH  154  1948 


TO  APRIL  IS,  1948,  BY  CITIES 


. . .  .  ■'  — 1  ’—i 

City 

Index  Apr*  1*>,  1944  |  percent  Wan ge*  $0 
(1935-39  -  100)  nEr^TSTW 

j^nurry  I5,_X?^r _ 

Total 

Gao  & 
Flee, 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

[Total 

L 

Gas  & 

Klee, 

L 

1  other 
Fuels 
As  Ice 

i  Gas  & 
Total  |  Elec#' 

| _ 

Otner 
'  Fuels 
&  Ice 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

I4O.U  76.9  198.7 

0  -0.1  0 

0.3  -0.3  0.5 

Baltimore,  Md. 

139.2 

120.8 

i5i*.o 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

137.0 

10>*6 

167.0 

Jacksonville,  Fla, 

11*2.5 

100.2 

179 .1 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

123*0 

77.0 

156.2 

Mi rwauke e ,  Wise* 

136.3 

101.6 

16C.  3 

Minne  apol is ,  Minn « 

133  .u 

78.5 

169.1  . 

Mobile,  Ala* 

128.6 

81*  .1 

163.3  ! 

New  Orleans,  La* 

112.8 

75*1 

162 .9 

Norfolk*  Va. 

11*3-3 

97.9 

179.0 

Portland,  Me*  143*7 

100.3 

164 .9 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

129.1* 

9)4-1 

160*6  j 

i 

San  Francisco,  Cal, 

82.8 

72.7 

120.5  ' 

Scranton,  pa* 

138.5 

9*..8 

160*6 

Seattle,  Wash* 

121.4 

91.5 

146./; 

Washington,  D*  C. 

129 .8 

94. 4 

1:;3.4 

i 

« 

i 

0.4 

0.9 

-0*1 

2.3 

3.2 

1.7 

0.4 

1.2 

c 

0.7 

1.2 

0,4 

0 

0 

0 

2.5 

0 

3*3 

0 

0 

0 

—0*4 

0 

-0.5 

-0,7 

-2  *0 

0 

1*6 

3.4 

0.9 

1 .8 

0 

2.4 

1.3 

0 

0.4 

0 

0 

0 

2 .6 

0 

3.6 

0 

0 

0 

i  „  „ 

2.7 

0 

4.2 

0 

0 

0 

2.7 

4.4 

1.9 

—2  »0 

0 

—2 .5  i  »i .4 

0.9 

-9.1 

0 

<  A 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i 

0 

0 

u 

1  0.1 

0 

1.6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1.4 

3  #9 

0.3 

0 

0 

0 

1.1 

0 

1.5 

1 

) 


«•  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 
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.  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  AND  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES 

‘  i»y  15#  X9hS 

.  \ 

Consumers*  Price  Index  Continues  Advance  to  New  High  as  Retail  Food  Prices 
Increase  1*U  Percent  Between  April  1$  and  May  15,  19U8 


^Thlsreeorb  combines  information  on  the  Consumers1' : 
Pid.ee  Index  and  the  Retail  Food  Price  Index*  Pinal-""-*’  : 
Indexes  for  May  l5,  TrU^T,  f o r  individual  cities  and  i 
large  cities  combined  are  given  herein, _ .  » 


Retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  purchased  by  moderate— income  families 
in  large  cities  advanced  0*7  percent  between  mid-April  and  mid-iday  to  a  new  high* 

The  consumers’  price  index  for  May  19l$,  as  ca3„ cula ted  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics,  U*  S.  Department  of  Labor,  was  170*$  percent  of  the  1935-39  average; 

9*3  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago,  27*9  percent  above  June  19  U6,  and  72*9  percent 
over  the  August  1939  level*  Retail  prices  of  foods  increased  1*4  percent  on  the 
average,  while  prices  of  otter  goods,  rents  and  services  averaged. 0*1  percent 
higher  over  the  month* 

The  continued  rise  in  food  prices  brought  the  May  19^8  retail  food  price ^ 
index  to  210*9  percent  of  the  1935-39  average,  0*6  percent  above  the  peak  reached  in 
January  19U8,  prior  to  the  break  in  commodity  ma licet  prices*  The  food  index  is  now 
12,4  percent  above  a  year  ago,  iilu8  percent  over  June  19U6,  and  125*6  percent  higher 
than  in  August  1939*  The  average  increase  from  mid-April  to  mid— May  of  5*4  percent 
for  meats  was  mainly  responsible  for  the  1*U  percent  rise  in  the  food  index*  Repond 
high  average  prices  were  reported  for  beef,  veal,  lamb  and  chicken,  with  price  * 
quotations  ranging  as  high  as  $1,00  for  beef  rib  roast,  $1*39  for  round  steak*  $1*50 
for  veal  cutlets  and  $1*10  for  leg  of  lamb.  Prices  of  fats  and  oils  rose  contra-* 
seasonally  2,7  percent,  with  higher  prices  reported  for  all  items  in  the  group* 

Prices  of  f resh  fruits  and  vegetables,  except  for  lettuce  and  onions,  followed  usual 
seasonal  trends  as  the  group  advanced  0*1;  percent*  The  average  price  of  lettuce  was 
25*5  percent  higher,  while  a  plentiful  supply  brought  the  price  of  onions  down  3U 
percent*  Cereals  and  bakery  products,  coffee,  and  egg  prices  advanced  fractionally, 
while  sugar  decreased.  Dairy  products  as  a  group  declined  0*5  percent,  lower  prices 
for  fresh  milk  and  butter  more  than  offsetting  increased  prices  fer  cheese  and  canned 
milk*  Food  prices  advanced  over  the  month  in  52  of  the  56  cities  surveyed# 

Increases  ranged  from  0*3  percent  in  Mobile  to  3*8  percent  in  Buffalo#  Fractional 
decreases  were  recorded  in  Houston,  Jackson  and  Los  Angeles*  The  food  index  for 
Karr  Orleans  dropped  2*5  percent  over  the  month* 

The  index  of  apparel  prices  continued  to  rise  as  prices  advanced  0,6  per— 

.  cent  on  the  average  from  mid-April  to  mid-May*  Higher  prices  were  recorded  for, 
women’s  cotton  street  dresses,  men’s  wool  suits,  and  some  articles  of  children  s 
clothing*  Prices  were  lower  on  the  average  for  men’s  broadcloth  shirts,  pajamas, 
and  percale  yard  goods#  Charges  for  dry  cleaning  advanced  in  most  cities  surveys  « 
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The  housefurnishings  group  index  decreased  for  the  second  consecutive 
month,  averaging  0.6  percent  lower  from  April  to  May#  Prices  of  radio-phonographs, 
vacuum  cleaners,  and  electric  refrigerators  decreased  generally  and  more  than 
offset  scattered  increases  repdrted  for  furniture*  Lower  prices  were  reported  for 
curtains;  and  the  effect  of  May  white  sales  was  reflected  in  lower  prices  for  other 
textile  housefurnishings #  .  Prices  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  averaged  0.2 
percent  lower  over  the  month*  .due  chiefly  to  decreased  prices  for  toilet  and  laundry 

soaps.  /'  .  %.X‘  L  ”■>;  ■ 


.r 


Mainly  as  a  result  W  widespread  increases  in  the  price  of  bituminous  coal 
and  anthracite,  the  group  £©•**  ice  rose  0,8  percent  from  April 

15  to  May  With  the  end  of.  the  hearting  de&Son  the  price  of  domestic  fuel  oil 

decreased  in  a  number  of  eitittf.  Adjustments  for  higher  fuel  prices  caused  slight 

increases  in  the  cost^of  elect ric!1^  .m9o6toh:; and  New  York* 

*  •  ^  >  ■' 


With  landlords  arid  tenants  a^ain  permitted  to  agree  to  rent  increases  up 
•to  l£  percent,  a 3  provided  by  the  Housing  and  Rent  Act  of  19U8>  residential  rents  in 
large  cities  averaged  0.3  percent  higher  from  mid-April  to  mid-May.  In  the  12  cities 
surveyed  this  period,  rents  increased  over-the-quarter  from  0.2  percent  in  Cleveland 
to  1*2  percent  in  Houston*  The  May  19 U8  rent  Index  for  large  cities  combined  was 
116*7  percent  of  the  1935-39  average* 


On  June  23,  immediately  upon  completion  of  the  calculations, 
the  Bureau  released  the  May  19i|8  Consumers*  Price  Index  for  large  cities 
combined  and  for  each  of  the  18  cities  through  the  public  press.  Because 
of  the  very  large  number  of  people  on  the  Bureau's  mailing  list,  about  a 
week  is  required  to  reproduce  and  distribute  this  detailed  report. 
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The  ’'consumers1  price  index  for  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities/*  formerly 
known  as  the  ’’cost  of  living  index,”  measures  average  changes  in  retail  prices  of 
goods,  rents  and  services  bought  by  families  of  wage  earners  and  moderate -income 
workers  in  large  cities*  Time -to -time  changes  in  the  prices  of  goods  and  services 
weighted  by  193U-36  average  expenditures  of  families  whose  incomes  averaged 
^1^24  in  1^34-36.  City  data  are  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights* 


The  indexes  do  not  indicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in 
another. 


Food  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  $6  cities  during  the  first  3  days  of  the  Yfeek 
which  includes  the  fifteenth  of  the  month. 

fue^-  Prices  are  collected  monthly  in  each  of  the  3 U  large  cities  *  Information  on 
rents  is  obtained  at  least  quarterly  in  each  city. 


PricevS  of  apparel,  housefurntshings,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  are 
obtained  in  10  key  cities  each  month  and  in  2TT"other  large  cities  quarterly  *  Prices 
are  collected  for  8  of  the  2k  quarterly  cities  each  month*  The  schedule  for  pricing 
commodities  and  services  in  individual  cities  is  as  follows: 


Every 

Month 


January,  April, 
July,  October 


February,  May,  March,  June, 

August,  November  September,  December 


Birmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Detroit 

Houston 

Los  Angeles 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


Buffalo 
Denver 
Indianapolis 
Kansas  City 
Manchester 
Portland,  Or eg. 
Richmond 
Savannah 


Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

New  Orleans 

Norfolk 

Sc?:anton 

Seattle 

Washington 


Baltimore 

Jacksonville 

Memphis 

Minneapolis 

Mobile 

Portland,  Me, 
St.  Louis 
San  Francisco 


Tables  in  this  release  contain  index  numbers  for  the  current  and  other  specified 
periods  and  show  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates* 


Table  1  shows  indexes  for  all  items  combined,  groups  and  subgroups  for  large 
cities  combined,  for  the  current  period,  a  month  ago,  3  months  ago,  a  year 
ago,  June  19h6  and  August  19 39. 

Table  2  shows  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  for  indexes  given  in 
Table  1. 


Table  3  shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  month  and  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  10  cities  surveyed 
monthly. 

Table  U  shows  current  indexes  for  all  Items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  8  cities  surveyed  quarterly* 
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Table'  5  shows  indexes  for  all  items  combined  for  specified^periods  and  percent 
to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates  for  18  cities  surveyed 


chan  pes 
this  month. 


Table  6  shows  current  U.  S,  average  prices  for  S>Q  food  items. 

Table  7  shows  food  price  indexes  for  the  current  period*  a  month  ago  and  3 
months  ago*  and  corresoonding  percent  changes  for  38  cities  for  "which  only 
food  price  data  are  collected  or  for  -which  complete  price  surveys  were  not 
made  this  month. 

Table  6  shows  fuel  price  indexes  for  the  current  period  and  percent  changes  to 
the  current  period  from  a  month  ago  and  3  months  ago  for  18  cities  for  which 
complete  price  surveys  were  not  made  this ‘month. 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS’  PBICE  INDEX  FOB  MODERATE “INCOME 
FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*, 

FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

(1935-39  =  100.0) 


*  , 

Group  I 

f  ..... 

May  15 

'  1948 

Apr .  15 
•1948 

Feb.  15 
1948 

May  15 

1947 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 

1939 

ALL  ITEMS 

170.5 

169.3 

167.5 

156.0 

133.3 

98.6 

ALL  FOODS 

210.9 

207.9 

204.7 

I87.6 

145.6 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

171.1 

171.0 

171.8 

154.2 

122.1 

93.4 

Meats,  poultry  &  fish 

244.2 

233-8 

224.8 

203.9 

134.0 

95.7 

•  Meats 

242.0 

229.5 

218.0 

200.6 

120.4 

95.4 

Beef  &  veal 

255-8 

241.2 

228.2 

197.1 

121.2 

99.6 

Pork 

219.1 

212.3 

202.2 

204.2 

114.3 

88.0 

Lamb 

253.5 

232.6 

223.4 

209.6 

139.0 

98.8 

Chickens 

202.1 

198.4 

■196.4 

179.6 

162.8 

94.6 

Fish 

305.0 

307.2 

315.0 

255.1 

219.7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

204.8 

205.8 

204.4 

171.5 

147.8 

93.1 

Eggs 

184.9 

184.7 

189.2 

178.9 

147.1 

90.7 

FrUlts  &  vegetables 

218.0 

217.4 

213.0 

207.0 

183.5 

92.4 

Fresh 

229.4 

228.4 

222.0 

209.5' 

196.7 

92.8 

Canned 

156.4 

156.4 

157.7 

172.3 

127.5 

91.6 

Dried 

250.0  . 

252.1 

256.0 

268.1 

172.5 

90.3 

Beverages  • 

204.6  . 

204.4 

204.0 

188.9 

125.4 

•  94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

196.6 

191.4 

194.2 

200.5 

126.4 

84;  5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

173.0  - 

■  173.6 

176.8 

179.3 

136.2 

95.6 

APPAREL 

197.5 

196.4 

195.1 

I85.O 

157.2 

100.3 

RENT 

116.7 

116.3 

116.0 

109.2 

108.5 

104.3 

FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  &  ICE 

131.8 

130.7 

130.0 

117.7 

110.5 

97.5 

Gas  &  electricity 

94.1 

93.9 

93.2 

92.4 

92.1 

99.0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

168.6  ‘  . 

166.7 

165.9 

142.4 

I28.4 

96.3 

HOUSEFURNISHI KGS 

.  i 

193.6 

194.7 

193 . 0 

181.9 

156.1 

100.6 

MISCELLANEOUS 

147.5 

147.8 

146.4 

139.0 

127.9 

100.4 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 
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TABLE  2  -  CONSUMERS '  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE  - 1  NCDtfll 
FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*,  AND  PERCENT 
CHANGES  TO  MAY  15,  1 9^  FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 


Group 

Apr.  15 
1948 

Fell.  15 
1948 

May  15 

1947 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 
1939 

ALL  ITEMS 

0*7 

1.8 

9*3 

27*9 

72.9 

ALL  FOODS 

1.4 

3** 

12.4 

44.8 

125.6 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

©.1 

-0.4 

11.0 

4o.l 

83.2 

Meat 8,  poultry  &  fish 

k,k 

8.6 

1 9.8 

82.2 

155*2 

Meats 

5*4 

11.0 

20.6 

101.0 

153*7 

Beef  &  veal 

6.1 

12.1 

29.8 

111.1 

156.8 

Pork 

3*2 

8.4 

7.3 

91.7.  . 

149.0 

Lamb 

9*0 

13*5 

20.9 

82.4 

156.6 

Chicken** 

1-9 

2.9 

12.5 

24.1 

113.6 

Fish 

-0.7 

-3*2 

1 9.6 

38.8 

206.2 

Dairy  products 

-0.5 

0.2 

19.4 

38.6 

120.0 

Eggs 

0.1 

-2.3 

3*4 

25*7 

103*9 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

0.3 

2.3 

5*3 

18.8 

135*9 

Fresh 

0.4 

3*3 

9*5 

16.6 

147.2 

Canned 

0 

-0.8 

-9*2 

22.7 

70.7 

Dried 

-0.8 

-2.3 

-6.8 

44.9 

176.9 

Beverages 

0.1 

0.3 

8.3 

63.2 

115.6 

Fats  &  oils 

2.7 

1.2 

-1.9 

55*5 

132.7 

Sugar  &  sveets 

-0.3 

-2.1 

-3*5 

2T.0 

81.0 

APPAREL 

0,6 

1.2 

6.8 

25.6 

96.9 

RENT 

0.3 

0.6 

6.9 

...7*6 

11.9 

FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  &  ICE 

0.8 

1.4 

12.0 

19*3 

35*2 

Gas  &  electricity 

0,2 

1.0 

1.8 

2.2 

-4. 9 

Other  fuels  &  icd 

1.1 

1.6 

18.4 

31*3 

75*1 

HOUSEFURNISHINGS 

-0.6 

0.3  .. 

6.4 

24.0 

92.4 

MISCELLANEOUS 

-0.2 

0.8 

6.1 

15*3 

46.9 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS'  PRldE  INDEXES  FOR  10  CITIES* 
SURVEYED  MONTHLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  APRIL  15  AND 
FEBRUARY  15,  1948  TO  MAY  15 >  1948  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

h 

_  » 
Rent  j 

i 

iGas  & 
Total  1 E lect¬ 
or  icity 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

House- 

furnish- 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

May  15, 

1948  Indexes  (1935*39  5 

100) 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

173-7 

209  .‘6 

204.5 

137i5 

131*8 

79-6 

170.7 

191.1 

143.3 

Boston,  Mass. 

164.1 

199.2 

189.2 

- 

148.1 

111.6 

167.5 

182.8 

143.0 

Chicago,  Ill. 

174.9 

218.4 

199.2 

- 

125.7 

83-5 

169.5 

179.8 

146.9 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

172. '3 

213.5 

193.1 

- 

137-6 

95.1 

178.1 

189.8 

149.0 

Detroit,  Mich. 

173.2 

208. 0 

195.0 

mm 

141.8 

83.9 

185.7 

203.4 

162.2 

Houston,  Texas 

171.5 

218.1 

208.9 

U9.5 

94-3 

81.8 

128.0 

195-^ 

149.2 

Los  Angeles,.  Calif. 

169.1 

212.6 

195. '8 

120.9 

94.3 

89-3 

118.0 

187.5 

146.5 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

167.5 

210.0 

195.9 

- 

129.0 

99.9 

173.7 

182.7 

146.3 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

170.4 

205.0 

193-8 

118.1 

135.1 

103.0 

159.7 

196.7 

147.4 

Pittsburgh, .Pa. 

173.5 

213.7 

222.4 

- 

134.4 

103.3 

187.8 

200.9 

143.9 

Percent 

Changes  from  April  15, 

1948 

• 

Birmingham,  Ala.. 

0.6 

1.0 

0 

- 

0 

0 

0 

-0.4 

0.2 

Boston,  Mass. 

0.3 

0.5 

0.6 

-0.5 

0.2 

-0.7 

0.1 

0.3 

Chicago,  Ill. 

1.6 

2.9 

0 

- 

0.4 

0 

0.6 

-0.6 

1.3 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

0.9 

1.6 

0.5 

mm 

1.7 

-2.1 

3.7 

0.1 

-0.2 

Detroit,.  Mich.. 

0.8 

2.0 

-0.4 

- 

2.9 

0.1 

3.9 

0.1 

-0.2 

Houston,  Texas 

0.1 

-0.5 

1.2 

- 

0 

0 

0 

0.4 

-0.2 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

-0.1 

-0.6 

1.1 

- 

0 

0 

0 

-0.6 

-0.2 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

0.3 

0.7 

0.2 

- 

0.5 

1.5 

-0.2 

-0.8 

-0.3 

Philadelphia,  Pa.. 

0.6 

1.1 

1.3 

- 

0 

C 

0 

-0.7 

-0.2 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

0.9 

1.9 

O’.  2 

l.l 

0.1 

2.1 

0.9 

0.1 

ir 

Percent 

Changes  from  February  15,  1948 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

0.5 

-0.7 

2.2 

1.1 

-0.2 

0 

-0.2 

4.9 

0.3 

Boston,  Mass. 

1.7 

2.2 

2.3 

Mb 

0.5 

2.3 

-0.1 

0.8 

2.1 

Chicago,  .Ill. 

3*6 ' 

6.6 

0.6 

- 

2.1 

0 

3.2 

-0.9 

1.3 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

!  1-3' 

2.2 

1.0 

T 

2.2 

-2.1 

.4.4 

-0.7 

0.2 

Detroit,  Mich. 

2.5' 

4.3 

0.9 

mm 

2.6 

-0.9 

3.9 

0.7 

1.9 

Houston,  Texas 

0.6 

0 

3.0 

1*2 

0 

0 

0 

2.0 

0 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

0.6 

0.8  0.6 

0;  6 

0 

0 

0 

0.5 

0.4 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

i  0.7 

1.6 

0.7 

- 

1.1 

3.5 

-0.9 

-1.0 

-1.2 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

!  2.3' 

2.9 

1.2 

0.7 

0 

.  0 

0 

1.6 

3.7 

Pittsburgh,  Fa. 

2.0 

4.0  1.1 

mm 

1.1 

-0.1 

2.1 

2.5 

-0.3 

i 


*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3 
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TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  8  CITIES# 
SURVEYED  QUARTERLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  FEBRUARY  15,  1943 
TO  MAY  15,  1943,  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

Rent 

Fuel , 

Elec.  &  Ice 

House- 
furnish* 
ings  i 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

Mav  15.  194.8  I 

ndexes 

IlMiL- 

:12=J£Q1 

151.6 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

170.3 

207.9 

200.4 

117.5 

144.3 

76.9 

206.2 

191.4 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

173*7 

213.0 

195.8 

123.9 

139.3 

105.6 

171.5 

180,6 

147.2 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

171.1 

213.7 

200.0 

116.0 

139.4 

101.6 

165.4 

194.0 

144.8 

New  Orleans,  La. 

176.5 

223.0 

205.5 

111.2 

112.8 

75.1 

152.9 

183.2 

142.9 

Norfolk,  Va. 

171.9 

213.3 

194*4 

114.1 

143.3 

97.8 

179.1 

189.7 

147.2 

Scranton,  Pa. 

170.2 

212.2 

202.1 

106.7 

134.5 

91.8 

160.6 

130.8 

136.3 

Seattle,  Wash. 

174*3 

221.4 

191.8 

121.3 

122.1 

91.5 

147.6 

189.9 

152.0 

Washington,  D.C. 

166.7 

209.7 

220.1 

103.0 

130.9 

94.4 

155.1 

204.5 

149.1' 

Percent  Changes  from  February 

15.  1943 

0.8 

Atlanta,  Ga, 

0.9 

1.1 

1.0 

0.7 

2.3 

—0 .1 

3.3 

-1.1 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

1.2 

2.6 

0.7 

0.2 

2.1 

1.2 

2.7 

-1.3 

-0.1 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

2.5 

5.1 

1.0 

0.4 

3.3 

3.5 

3.2 

-1.0 

0.6 

New  Orleans,  La. 

-0.3 

-1.2 

3.4 

0.4 

0 

0 

0 

1.3 

-1.2 

Norfolk,  Va. 

1.1 

1.5 

2.4 

0.4 

1.3 

4*4 

0.1 

0.1 

0.1 

Scranton,  Pa. 

2.2 

4.4 

2.5 

0.7 

0 

0 

0 

-2.5 

-0.7 

Seattle,  Wash, 

2.1 

3.1 

3.3 

0.4 

1.8 

3.9 

0.8 

1.8 

0.5 

Washington.  D.C. 

2.1 

3.8 

2.4 

0.8 

0 

1.1 

1.7 

0.5 

TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  13  CITIES# 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  MAY  15,  1943  FROM 


A 

SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY 

CITIES 

City 

Indexes,  1935-39  =  100. 

Percent  Change  to 
Mav  1948  from 

flay  15  ! 
1948  > 

May  15 
1947 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 
1932 

May  15  'June  15 
1947  1  1946 

Aug. 15 
1939 

AVERAGE 

170.5 

156.0 

133.3 

■  98.6 

9.3 

27.9 

72.9 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

170.8 

__ 

133.8 

98.0 

— 

27.7 

74.3 

Birmingham,  Ala, 

173.7  . 

160.7 

136.5 

98.5 

,  3.1 

27.3 

76.3 

Boston,  Mass 

164.1 

148.6 

127.9 

97.1 

10.4 

28.3 

69.0 

Chicago,  Ill. 

174.9 

156.8 

130.9 

93.7 

11.5 

33.6 

77.2 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

172.3 

156.8 

132.2 

97.3 

9.9 

30.3 

77.1 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

173.7 

159.0 

135.7 

100.0 

9.2 

28.0 

73.7 

Detroit,  Mich. 

173.2 

156.8 

136.4 

98.5 

10.5 

27.0 

75.3 

Houston,  Texas  . 

171.5 

157.6 

130.5 

100.7 

8.8 

31.4 

70.3 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

169.1 

157.6 

136.1 

100.5 

7.3 

24.2 

63.3 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

171.1 

131.2 

97.0 

— 

30.4 

76.4 

New  Orleans,  La. 

176.5 

— 

138.0 

99.7 

27.9 

77.0 

New  York,  N.Y. 

167.5 

155.6 

135.8 

99.0 

7.6 

23.3 

69.2 

Norfolk,  Va. 

171.9 

— 

135.2 

97.8 

27.1 

75.8 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

170.4 

155.1 

132.5 

97.8 

9.9 

28.6 

74.2 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

173.5 

159.6 

134.7 

98.4 

3.7 

28.8 

76.3 

Scranton,  Pa, 

170.2 

— 

132.2 

96.0 

— 

28.7 

77.3 

Seattle,  Wash, 

174.3 

158.5 

137.0 

100.3 

10.0 

27.2 

73.8 

Washington,  D.C. 

1  166.7 

154.6 

133.8 

98.6 

7.8 

24.6 

69.1 

#  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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TABLE  6 


AVERAGE  RETAIL 


PRICES  OF  FOOD  IN  URGE  CITIES  COMBINED*, 
MAY  15,  1948 


Food  and  Unit 


May  15[ 

Average! 

Cents  I 


Food  and  Unit 


May  15 
Average 

Cents 


CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS 
Cereals 

Flour,  wheat,  5  lb* 

Corn  flakes,  11  02,* 

Corn  meal,  lb* 

Rice,  lb* 

Rolled  oats,  20  oz * 
Bakery  products: 

Bread,'  white,  lb* 
Vanilla  cookies,  lb* 


MEATS: 

Beef: 

Round  steak,  lb* 

Rib  roast,  lb* 

.  Chuck  roast,  lb* 

Hamburger*  lb* 
weal: 

Cutlets,  lb* 

Pork: 

Chops,  lb* 

Bacon,  sliced,  lb* 

Ham,  whole,  lb* 

Salt  pork,  lb* 

Lamb : 

Leg,  lb* 

Poultry ; 

Roasting  chickens,  lb* 

Fish: 

Salmon,  pink,  16  oa,  can 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

Butter,  lb* 

Cheese,  lb* 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered),  qt* 
Milk,  fresh  (grocery),  qt* 
Milk,  evaporated,  14"2  os*  can 


43*9 

16*6 

11.1 

21.1 

17*1 

13.9 

43.6 


90*3 

71*9 

63  *6 

55.2 

97.9 

77.0 

75.9 
65.7 
42*5 

73.1 

61.0 


! 


200,  doz, 
lb. 


EGGS,  fresh,  doz* 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES 

Fresh: 

Apples,  lb* 

Bananas,  lb* 

Oranges,  size 

Beans,  green, 

Cabbage,  lb* 

Carrots,  bunch 

Lettuce,  head 

Onions,  lb* 

Potatoes,  13  lb* 

Spinach,  lb* 

• 

S wee tpota toes ,  lb* 
Canned: 

Peaches,  #29-  can 
Pineapple,  #2-|-  can 
Corn,  #2  can 
Peas,  #2  can 
Tomatoes,  #2  can 
Dried: 

Prunes,  lb. 

Navy  beans,  lb. 

BEVERAGES: 

Coffee,  lb* 

FATS  AND  OILS: 


r 


52*4 


92.5 

64.5 

20.3 

20.1 

14.4 


Lard,  lb* 

Shortening,  hydrogenated,  lb. 
Salad  dressing,  pt* 
Oleomargarine,  lb« 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS: 

Sugar,  lb. 


64.1 


12.0 

15.6 
42.2 
24.9. 

7.7 

16.7 
16.5 
12.0 
94.0 
11.4 

11.7 


31.0 

36.3 

19.6 

14.7 
16.5 

21.1 

22.9 


29.6 

43.3 

39.3 

42.4 


9*3 


4r 


*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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TABLE  7  -  PET AIL  FOOD  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  38  CITIES* 

AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  APRIL  15  AND  FEBRUARY  15,  1948 

TO  MAY  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES 


City 

Indexes  (1935“ 39 

=  100) 

Percent  Change  to 

May  15.  1948  from: 

May  lp 
1948 

Apr.  15 
1948 

Feb.  15 
1948 

Apr.  15 
1948 

Feb.  15 

1948 

Baltimore,  Md, 

221.6 

217.3 

214.5 

1.7 

3.3  : 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

207.5 

201.4 

197.5 

3.0 

5.1 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

207.9 

200.2 

196.7 

3.8 

5.7 

Butte,  Mont. 

207.4 

201.3 

202.1 

3.0 

2.6 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  l/ 

219.7 

217.0 

208.9 

1.2 

5.2 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

206.7 

204.3 

200.2 

0.9 

3.2 

Columbus,  Ohio 

195.3 

193.1 

192.6 

1.1 

1.4 

Dallas,  Texas 

210.5 

206.7 

205.7 

1.8 

2.3 

Denver,  Colo. 

213.3 

208.5 

203.4 

2.3 

4.9 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

207.2 

201.2 

198.4 

3.0 

4.4 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

208.0 

205.7 

204.2 

1.1 

1.9 

Jackson,  Miss,  l/ 

218.0 

218.3 

221.3 

-0.1 

-1.5 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

217.3 

214.7 

212.2 

1.2 

2.4 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

202.2 

197.9 

192.5 

2.2 

5.0 

Knoxville,  Tenn.  l/ 

236.2 

233.9 

239.6 

1.0 

-1.4 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

209.2 

206.4 

206.1 

1.4 

1.5 

Louisville,  Ky. 

201.6 

198.2 

198.0 

1.7 

1.8 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

203.9 

204.9 

203.2 

2.0 

2.8 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

223.2 

222.2 

224.5 

0.5 

-0.6 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

206.0 

203.0 

197.2 

1.5 

4.5 

Mobile,  Ala. 

217.0 

216.3 

215.5 

0.3 

0.7 

Newark,  N.  J. 

204.7 

203.0 

200.3 

0.8 

2.2 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

201.2 

197.7 

195.8 

1.8 

2.8 

Omaha,  Nebr. 

207.2 

202.5 

197.7 

2.3 

4.8 

Peoria,  Ill. 

223.8 

217.0 

208.9 

3.1 

7.1 

Portland,  Me. 

199  a 

197.0 

193.5 

1.2 

3.0 

Portland,  Ore. 

229.5 

223.2 

219.2 

2.8 

4.7 

Providence,  R.  I. 

217.9 

213.1 

210.5 

2.3 

3.5 

Richmond,  Va. 

203.4 

200.6 

201.3 

1.4 

1.0 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

205.1 

200.8 

196.9 

2.1 

4.2 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

218.2 

213.6 

212.8 

2.2 

2.5 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

203.5 

200.5 

194.0 

1.5 

4.9 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

216.8 

212.9 

207.9 

1.8 

4.3 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

223.4 

219.5 

215.4 

1.8 

3.7 

Savannah,  Ga. 

223.3 

221.4 

219.6 

0.9 

1.7 

Springfield,  Ill. 

219.3 

212.6 

211.4 

3.2 

3.7 

Wichita,  Kans.  l/ 

225.3 

220.3 

215.1 

2.3 

4.7 

Winston  Salem,  N.  C.  l/ 

^ r*    n  -m  .   ^  j* 

203.4 

206.0 

207.9 

1.2 

0.2 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 

l/  June  1940  =  100. 
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TABLE  8  -  RETAIL  FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  AM)  ICE  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  l6  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  FEBRUARY  15  AND  APRIL  15>  1948 

TO  MAY  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES 


Tnrli=>-y  Ma.v  15. 

H 

O 

00 

Percent  Change  to  May  15 »  1948  from 

(1QB5-B9  =  100) 

April  15 »  1948 

February  15 > 

1948 

City 

Gas  &  , 

Other 

Gas  & 

Other 

Gas  & 

Other 

Total 

Elec.  ; 

Fuels 

Total 

Elec. 

Fuols 

Total 

Elec . 

Fuels 

&  Ice 

&  Ice 

&  Ice 

Baltimore,  Md. 

139-6 

121.1 

154.6 

0.3 

0.2 

0.4 

2.0 

2.3 

1.8 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

130.7 

96.O 

161.5 

1.3 

0 

2.7 

1.8 

0 

2.7 

Denver,  Colo. 

106.7 

69.2 

149.6 

0 

0 

0 

-0.1 

0 

-0.2 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

148.5 

86.6 

I85.O 

2.9 

0 

3.8 

3.1 

0 

4.0 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

142.5 

:100.2 

179.1 

0 

0 

0 

2.2 

0 

3.3 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

120.7 

66.5 

170.3 

0 

-0.2 

0.1 

0.2 

0.3 

0.2 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

150.9 

94.6 

179.1 

1 

0 

• 

VJT 

0 

-0.6 

-1.8 

0 

—2.1 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

128.0 

77.0 

156.2 

0 

0 

0 

0.4 

0 

0.5 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

135.3 

78.5 

172.2 

1.4 

0 

1.8 

3.3 

0 

4.2 

Mobile,  Ala. 

128.6 

84.0 

163.3 

0 

-0.1 

0 

2.6 

-0.2 

3.6 

Portland,  Me. 

143.6 

100.5 

164.6 

-0.1 

0.2 

-0.2 

-1.8 

1.2 

-2.7 

Portland,  Ore. 

126.7 

95.5 

165.0 

0.2 

0.6 

0 

0.3 

0.8 

0 

Richmond,  Va. 

137.7 

!  95-6 

163.4 

1.9 

0 

2.6 

2.8 

0 

3.9 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

133.5 

-  94.1 

168.3 

3.2 

0 

4.8 

3.2 

;  0 

4.8 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 

82.8 

,72.7 

120.5 

0 

0 

0 

0.1 

0 

1.6 

Savannah,  Ga. 

147.1 

91.2 

179.6 

-4 - 

0 

0 

0 

2.1 

;  0 

2.7 

-4 - — - — 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 
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CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  INDEX  AND  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES 

June  15,  1943 

Consumers'  Price  Index  Continues  Advance  to  New  High  as  Betail  Food  Prices 
Increase  1.5  Percent  Between  May  O^HS-91^ 


This  report  combines  information  onptHa  Cansliigt-s  ’  Price 

“£d  the  Betail  Food  Price  index.  Final  indexes  for  June 

A’  19A«  for  individual  cities  and  l^ntotUfedircdiafelMyi  are 
given  herein'. 


Retai1  P^’-oes  of  goods  and  services  bought  by  moderate-income  families  in 
large  cities  rose  to  their  highest  recorded  level  on  June  15,  advancing  0  7  percent 

ofnT°Lo  g'f L  A"16  °“ers  ’  Price  *****  P°r  June  1948  as'  calculated^y  the  Bureau 
1  Labor  Statistics,  U.S.  Department  of  Labor,  was  171.7  percent  of  the  IQ35-39 

and  At 6 1  A  ^  pePT  h’ A61"  than  a  ySar  ago’  2®'®  Percent  more  than  in  .June  1946, 
perJni  on  Ae  the  August  1939  level.  Retail  prices  of  food  advanced  1. 5 

percent  on  the  average;  prices  of  fuel,  and  housefurnishings  increased  0.6  percent- 
and  rents  rose  0.3  percent.  Prices  of  miscellaneous  commodities  and  services  as  a’ 
group  remained  unchanged  and  apparel  prices  declined  0-3  percent. 

t  The  average  increase  in  retail  food  prices  of  1.5  percent  from  Mav  IS  to 

une  5  rought  the  food  price  index  to  214.1  percent  of  the  1935-39  average;  12. 4 
percen  higher  than  a  year  ago  and  47.0  percent  above  June  10461  The  food  index" 

tlolTTt  MShf  AAA11  Ja"Uar7  1948’  pri°r  tQ  the  in  comity 

June  lQ?n  mP  P  aL,IOst  16  percent  above  the  post  World  War  I  peak  reached  in 
June  1920.  Mainly  responsible  for  the  rise  from  mid -May  to  mid-June  were  the 

average  mcreases  of  5.5  percent  for  meats  and  5-0  percent  for  eggs  Beef!  veal 
nd  lamb  prices  averaged  7.0  percent  higher  over  the  month;  pork  cuts  we^e  up  2  0 
percent  and  chicken  prices  increased  2. 7  percent.  Although  meat  ^d  eg A price s' 

L»  o  A  86  at  thlS  tlme  °f  year’  these  chMSes  are  much  greater  than  the  average 

urice^of^po8*86*  ^  °llS  gr0up  advanced  2.0  percent  from  mid-May,  vith 

percent  Ld  lardAnTp  UP  t  sh°rteninS  “P  3-2  percent,  salad  dressing  up  1.6" 
percent  and  lard  up  0.2  percent.  Dairy  products  prices  rose  fractionally  on  the 

erage  as  higher  prices  for  milk  and  cheese  more  than  offset  a  drop  in  the  price 

f  butter,  i  rices  of  cereal  and  bakery  products  and  coffee  vere  upPfractionallv 

Fruits  and  vegetables  as  a  group  declined  1.4  percent  with  lover  prices  for  fresh 

inc r e as e s S f o r °fr e sh ^f ru i+  s ^  f°r  spiaaah  to  p9.2  percent  for  green  beans)  Offsetting 
increases  tor  fresh  fruits,  sveet  potatoes  and  canned  goods.  Food  increased  over 

St  PaS  lo  °r°f  the  +56  Clties  aurveyed  (0a  Peroent^in  Dallas,  Minneapolis  IS 
St.  Paul  to  3.p  percent  m  Butte)  and  decreased  in  6  cities  (0.2  percent  in 
Los  Angeles  to  0.8  percent  in  San  Francisco).  1 
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The  apparel  price  drop  from  mid-May  to  mid-June  broke  an  upward  trend  that 
had  persisted  throughout  the  past  year.  Lower  prices  were  reported  generally  for 
men’s  business  shirts  and  pajamas,  boys'  shirts,  and  girls’  cotton  dresses.  Prices 
of  men’s  summer  weight  wool  suits  were  higher  in  most  cities.  Price  changes 
reported  for  other  articles  of  apparel  showed  no  definite  trend.  Of  the  cities 
surveyed  in  both  May  and  June,  apparel  prices  advanced  over  the  month  in  4  cities, 
declined  in  3,  and  remained  unchanged  in  3* 

The  housefurnishings  group  index  rose  0.6  percent  from  May  3.5  to  June  lo, 
after  declining  slightly  in  the  two  previous  months.  Higher  prices  for  bedroom 
furniture  were  primarily  responsible  for  the  advance. 

The  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  group  index  advanced  o.6  percent  from  May 
to  June.  Utility  costs  increased  0.1  percent  as  adjustments  for  higher  tuel  prices 
resulted  in  slightly  higher  bills  for  electricity  in  Boston  end  New  York  and  for 
gas  in  Baltimore.  Gas  rates  were  increased  in  Milwaukee .  General  advances  in 
retail  prices  of  anthracite,  bituminous  coal  and  coke  increased  the  index  for  other 
fuels  and  ice  by  0.9  percent  over  the  month. 

Prices  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  remained  at  the  May  15  level, 
as  generally  higher  rates  for  automobile  insurance  were  offset  by  lower  prices  for 
soaps  and  household  paper  products. 

The  rent  index  for  large  cities  combined  advanced  0.3  percent  from  mid -May 
to  mid-June,  reflecting  continued  adjustments  under  the  Housing  end  Pent  Act  of 
1948,  such  as  negotiated  rent  increases  up  to  15  percent,  hardship  adjustments, 
and  increases  for  decontrolled  dwellings.  In  the  eleven  cities  surveyed  this  period, 
rent  increases  over-the- quarter  ranged  from  0.4  percent  in  Boston  to  2.6  percent 
in  Mobile. 


GENERAL  EXPLANATT ON 
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known  as  the  "cost^f  livingf inde^^m^a" inC°me  fa>ni-lies  in.;  large  cities/'  formerly 
goods,  rents  and  se^icel  wht  ^  fZTlZTnT^  Ch^68  in  retaii  W*ceB  of 
workers  in  large  cities.  Time -to -+•,>-  S  f  .vagf  earners  ^  moderate- income 

are  weighted  by  193 4-36  "ver /f"  anges  in  the  prices  of  goods  and  services 

**»  <*  »*£?*«£  arrassrs.«?a3 

population  weights.  "  ne  Jnx1:ea  Stages  wiuh  •che  use  of 

another?"68  ^  ^  whether  «  —  to  live  in  one  city  than  in 

«*»*  *•  3  days  of  the  „eek 

S^^htSer^st"^  "tael  In/  Citi6S-  In?C>r“  «* 

rnT^'r^f-^V  ml8afllan^  ^  service,,  are 

are  collected  for  8  of  the  24  "querterlv  Jt/  °th?r  iar3e  Cltiee  quarterly.  Prices 
commodities  and  services  in  IndividuafcJies  ifas  6°hedule  f°r  pricinS 


Every 

Month 

Birmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Detroit 

Houston 

Los  Angelas 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


January,  April, 
July,  October 

Buffalo 
Denver 
Indianapolis 
Kansas  City 
Manchester 
Portland,  Oreg. 
Richmond 
Savannah 


February,  May, 
August,  November 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

New  Orleans 

Norfolk 

Scranton 

Seattle 

Washington 


March,  June, 
September,  December 

Baltimore 
J  acksonville 
Memphis 
Minneapolis 
Mobile 

Fort land.  Me. 

St .  Louis 
San  Francisco  . 


Tablea_in  this  release  contain  T,,nn-hrr  - 

periods  and  shc^nt  chan.es  to /e  ^^od^ 

^UsElZ^ttr%allllT  C°f  fed'  SrTOps  and  subgroups  for  large 

TSE  ehovs  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  for  indexes  given  in 

changes^over^te^orth^an^over  th1  COEblnea  8114  croups,  and  percent 

monthly.  d  Wer  the  ®arter  f°-  «ach  of  io  cities  surveyed 

Table  4  shows  current  indexes  foy  «+«»,„  .  „ 

changes  over  the  quarter  for^each  of  "ft  '^  Qllbl:ned  ^  groups,  and  percent 

4  io.  each  of  o  cities  surveyed  quarterly. 


r 
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Table  5  shove 


indexes  for  all  items  combined  for  specified  periods  and  percent 

a  i  _ _  ’ _ _ *  ^  .  -  —  rs  ... 


— : -  ~ v,viau.^u  iyx  fjycvijt  icu  pcriwao  ana  uerct 

cnanges  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates  for  13  cities  surveyed 
this  month.  .* 


Table J}  shows  current  U.S.  average  prices  for  bO  food  items. 

shows  food  price  indexes  for  the  current  period,  a  month  ago  and  3 
months  ago,  and  corresponding  percent  changes  for . 38  cities  for  which  only 

food  price  data  are  co3J.ected  or  for  which  complete  price  surveys  were  not 
made  this  month. 


shows  xuel  price  indexes  for  the  current  period  end  percent  changes  to 
tho  current  period  from  a  month  ago  and  3  months  ago  for  18  cities  for  which 
complete  price  surveys  were  net  made  this  month. 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE -INCOME 
FAMILIES  IGR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*, 

FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 

(1935-39  =  100.0) 
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TALBE  2  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE -INCOME 
FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*,  AND  PERCENT 
CHANGES  TO  JUNE  15,  1948  FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 


•  ■ ,  t 

t  . 

Group 

May  15 
1948 

Mar.  15 
1940 

June  15 
19^7 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 

1939 

ALL  ITEMS 

0.7 

2.9 

9.3 

28.8 

74.1 

ALL  FOODS 

1.5 

5.8 

12.4 

47.0 

129.0 

•  r 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

0.1 

0.1 

10.7 

40.2 

83-3 

Meats,  poultry  &  fish 

4.5 

13.5 

17.6 

90.4 

166.6 

Meats 

5.5 

17.0 

•  lQ.l 

112.0 

167.5 

Beef  &  veal 

7.1 

19.9 

26.6 

126.0 

179.0 

Pork 

2.0 

9.4 

4.6 

95.5 

154.0 

Lamb 

7.0 

25-1 

19.6 

95.1 

xrb.  5 

Chickens 

2.7 

6.6 

13.9 

27.5 

119.5 

Fish 

-1.9 

-4.6 

17.5 

36.2 

200.5 

Dairy  products 

0.5 

2.4 

20.1 

39.3 

121.2 

Eggs 

5.0 

4.2 

6.1 

32.0 

114.1 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

-1.4 

3.9 

4.8 

17.1 

132.6 

Fresh 

-1.8 

5.1 

8.3 

14.5 

142.7 

Canned 

.  0.6 

-0.2 

-7.2 

23.5 

71.8 

Dried 

.  -0.3 

-2.3 

-5.6 

43.8 

174.6 

Beverages 

0.2 

0.3 

13.1 

63. 6 

116.1 

Fats  &  oils 

2.0 

4.6 

6.5 

58.6 

137.3 

Sugar  &  sveets 

-1.4 

-2.2 

-5.1 

25.3 

78.5 

APPAREL 

-0.3 

0.3 

6.0 

25.3 

96.3 

RENT 

0.3 

0.6 

7.1 

7.8 

12.2 

FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  &  ICE 

0.6 

1.8 

12.7 

20.0 

36.0 

Gas  &  electricity 

0.1  ~ 

0.4 

2.7 

2.3 

-4.8 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

0.9 

•  2.5 

19.0 

32.5 

76.6 

HOl  JSEFURNJ  SHI  NGS 

0.6 

-0.1 

6.7 

24.8 

93.6 

MI  S  CELLANEOUS ' 

‘  0 

0.9 

6.0 

15.3 

46.9 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3 


TA3I#  3  -  CONSUMES? *  PPICE  IKDKX2S  FOR  10. CITIES*' 
SURVEYED.  MONTHLY'  AND  PEHCEI7T.  CSAHxjSS  FROM  MAY  15  AND 
MAKCH  1948  TO  JIIItE  15,  1948  DY  CITIES  AID  MAJOR  GROUPS 


Pag© 

June 


7 

1943 


City 


Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Chicago,  ill. 

C Inc innat i ,  Ohio 
Detroit,  Mich.  ‘ 
Houston,  Texas 
Lob  Angeles,  Calif. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Chicago,  Ill. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Texas 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Chichgo,  Ill. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Detroit,  Mich, 
Houston,  Texas 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
New  York,  N.Y. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


All 

Items 

:  -  , 

FmL,  Elec.  &  Ice 

Food 

Apparel 

‘ 

Pent 

Total 

Gas  &  !  Otter 
Elect-*  Fuels 

House- 

fumish- 

•  ~ 

ricity!  &  Ice 

ings 

June  15,  1948  Indexes  (1935-19  =  100 ).V 


174.7 
166.1 
176.2 

173.5 

174.5 

172.5 

168.8 

169.1 

172.1 
175.7 


212.7 

204.1 

221.3 

216.3 

211.3 
226.0 

212.1 
213.9 
209.4 
219.6 


'205.3 

163.5 

199.2 

192.7 

195.2 

208.8 

196.2 
195.9 

193.2 
224.0 


-  151.8  79.6 
112.6  143.7  111.7 
131.5  1261  63.5 
112; 1  137.4  95.I 

**'  143-3  83:9 

94  3  81,8 
94.3  'B9.3 

-  ,  130.0  100.5 

136.1  103.0 
134.4  103.4 


170.7 

168.4 

170.5 

177.8 

188.4 
128.0 
118.0 

175.4 

161.4 

187.8 


190.9 

184.8 

179.3 
190.6 

204.4 

198.8 

135.5 

183.1 

197.1 

200.0 


Percent  Changes  from  May  15  y  1948 


0.6 

1.5 

0.4 

«•» 

’0 

0 

0 

1.2 

2.5 

-0.4 

- 

0.4 

0.1 

0.5 

0.7  . 

1.3 

0 

- 

0.3 

0 

0.6 

0.7 

1.3 

-0.2 

- 

-0.1 

0 

-0.2 

0.8 

1.6 

.  0.1 

- 

1.1 

0 

1-5 

0.6 

0.9- 

0 

- 

0 

0 

0 

-0.2 

-0.2 

0.2 

0 

0 

0 

1.0 

1.9 

0 

- 

6.8 

0,6 

1.0 

l.o 

2.1 

-0.3 

- 

0.1 

0 

1.1 

1-3 

•  2.8 

0.7 

m 

0 

0.1 

0 

Percent  Changes  from 

March 

15f 

1948 

•  - 

1.6 

2.7 

1.1  ' 

••  - 

0 

O' 

0 

-0.1 

1.1 

0,6 

0.4 

0.5 

1.7 

-1.1 

0,2 

0.2 

-0,4 


3.3 

4.3 
2.5 

3.4 
'*‘1.5 

0.8 
*  •  2.9 
4.0  ; 
3-3  I 


6.2 

3.3 

4.9 

6.9 

1.9 
1.5 

6.3 
6.7 
7.2 


0.9 

-0.1 

0.6 

-0.2 

1.4 

1.0 

-0.2 

0.8 

1.8 


0.4 

0.7 

0.6 


1  0-5 
2.7 
1-9 
3-6 
0 
0 

1-3 

0.7 

1.1 


•  0.8 

( 

0 

-2.1 

-1.2 

0 

0 

2.7 

0 

ft* 


0.5 

4.2 

4.0 

5.4 

0 

0 

0.2 

1.1 

2.1 


3.7 
1.6 
-0,6 
-0.5 
1.1 
5.3 
-1.2 
-1.0 
0.6 
0.67 


Miscel¬ 

laneous 


142.9 

142.6 
147.0 
14Q.4 
162.2 

149.7 

146.3 

146.7 

147.4 
143.3 


-0.3 

-0.3 

0.1 

0.3 

0 

0.3 

-0.1 

0.3 

0 

-0.1 


-0.2 

1.4 

1.5 
0.5 
1.9 
0.2 
0.2 

0 

3-7, 

■0.1 


*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3, 


.{  -• 
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TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  8  CITIES* 

-  SURVEYED  QUARTERLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  MARCH  15,  1948 
TO  JUNE  15,  1948,  'BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

_ 

Apparel. 

j 

Rent 

• 

Fuel, 

Elec . 

&  Ice 

House - 
furnish-, 
ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

1  Gas  &  i Other 
Total!  Elect -j  Fuels 
!  ricity! &  Ice 

June  15, 

1948  Indexes  (1935-39 

=  100) 

Baltimore,  Md. 

176.1 

225.3 

198.5 

114.5 

142,3.121,7. 

158.9 

200.1 

145.5 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

178.3 

222.9 

193.9 

124.3 

145.2 

100.2 

184.2 

184.8 

156.7 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

174.7 

226.7 

209.0 

126.8 

128.1 

77.0 

156.4 

180.4 

137.2 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

171.4 

206.2 

204.5 

125.9 

139.2 

78.5 

178.6 

190.7 

152.4 

Mobile,  Ala. 

173.5 

219.8 

202.2 

124.0 

127 . 3 

84.0 

161.0 

173.4 

138.2 

Portland,  Me. 

167.4 

204.1 

197.2 

111 .  7 

144.6  100.5 

166.2 

189.7 

147.4 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

172.1 

222.0 

196.8 

116.3 

134.9 

94.1 

171.0 

171.0 

140.8 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

174.2 

221.6 

190.8 

114.5 

83.1 

72.7 

126.9 

l6l.4 

158.7 

Percent  Changes  from  March  15, 

1948 

Baltimore,  Md. 

3.0 

6.1 

0,2 

0.5 

2*.  6 

1,7 

3.1 

1.0 

0 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

3.2 

7.1 

-0.2 

1.1 

1.9 

0 

2.8 

-0.1 

0.6 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

1.3 

3.1 

-0.4 

0.6 

0.1 

0 

0.1 

-0.4 

0.4 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

2.2 

4.1 

:  -1.3 

2.3 

6.3; 

o- 

8.1 

*2.7 

1.1 

Mobile,  Ala. 

2.1 

3.6 

1.9 

2.6 

-1.0 

-0.1 

-1.4 

-0.8 

0.1 

Portland,  Me. 

2.9 

6.1 

0.6 

1.6 

-1.4 

0.2 

-1.8 

2.1 

l.l 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

2.6 

5.3 

-1.2 

0.6 

4.3 

0 

6.5 

-0.3 

0.4 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

1.6 

2.9 

-0.5 

1.1 

0.4 

0 

5-3 

-2.2 

1.3 

TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  18, CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JUNE  15, • 1948  FROM 
.  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


City  .  . 

Indexes,  1935-39  - 

100-  > 

i 

Percent  Change  to 

June  15,  1948  from 

June  15 
1948 

June  15 

1947 

June  15 

1946 

;  Aug.  15 
1939 

-June  15 
1947 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 
1939 

A'VERAGE 

171.7 

157.1 

133.3 

98.6 

9-3 

28.8 

74.1 

Baltimore,  Md. 

176.1 

"  160.5 

135.6 

98.7 

9-7  i 

29.9 

78.4 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

174.7 

162.1 

136.5 

98.5 

7.8  •: 

28.0 

77.4 

Boston,  Mass. 

166.1 

150.3 

127.9 

97.1 

10.5 

29.9 

71.1 

Chicago,  Ill. 

176.2 

158.3 ! 

130.9 

98.7 

11.3 

34.6 

78.5 

C inc innat i ,  Ohio 

173.5 

158.5 

132.2 

97-3 

•  9.5 

31.2 

78.3 

Detroit,  Mich. 

174.5 

158.7 

136.4 

98.5 

10.0 

27.9 

77.2 

Houston,  Texds 

172.5  ' 

157.6 

130.5 

100.7 

9.5 

32.2  ' 

71.3 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

178.3 

163.5 

138.4 

■98.5 

9.1 

.  .28.8 

81.0 

Los  Angelesy  Calif. 

168.8 

156.3 

136.1 

100.5 

8.0 

24.0 

68.0 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

174.7 

160.6 

134.5 

:  97-8 

8.8 

29.9' 

78.6 

Minneapolis,  Minn.-  *  • 

171.4 

;  152.9 

129.4 

99.7 

12.1 

•  32.5 

71.9 

Mdbile,  Alarf 

173.5' • 

159.3 

132.-9 

98.6 

8.9 

30.5’ 

76.0 

Ney  York,  N,  Y.  _ 

...169.1 

. 156.9 

135.8 

7  99.0 

-  7.8 

24^-5 

70.8 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

172.1 

157.1 

132.5 

97.8 

9.5 

2$. 9 

76.0 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

175.7 

161.1 

134.7 

?  : 98.4 

‘•'9.1  ::l 

30.4  • 

78J6  ’ 

Portland,  Me. 

167.4 

153.3 

128.7 

97.1 

9.2 

30.1 

72.4 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

172.1 

155.6 

131.2 

98.1 

10.6 

31.2 

75.4 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

174.2 

159.3 

137.8 

99.3 

9.4 

26.4 

75.4 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES  C?  FOOL  IN  LARGE 

JTTNE  15,  1948 


CITIES 


COMBINER*, 


1 

Food  and  Unit 

June  15 
Average 

k 

Cent  3 

JEREAIS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS 

Cereals : 

Flour,  wheat,  5  lb.  • 

48.7 

Com  flails,  11  oz. 

16*7 

Corn  meal,  lb. 

11.0  • 

Rice,  lb. 

21.3 

Rolled  oats,  20  07.. 

17.1 

Bakery  products: 

Bread,  white,  lb.  • 

13.9 

Vanilla  cookies,  lb. 

^3.9 

MEATS: 

Beef: 

Round  steak,  lb . 

97.2 

Rib  roast,  lb. 

76.8 

Chuck  roast,  lb-. 

69.5 

Hamburger,  lb . 

60.2 

Veal: 

Cutlets,  lb. 

100.7 

Pork: 

Chops ,  lb . 

78.5 

Bacon,  sliced,  lb. 

76.9 

Ham,  whole,  lb. 

68.0 

Salt  pork,  lb. 

4l.l 

Lamb: 


Food  and  Unit  June  15 

_ _ _ _ Average 

Cents 

EGGS,  fresh,  doz,  67.3 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

Fresh: 

Apples,  lb.  14.1 

-  -  -  Bananas ,  lb.  15.8 

Oranges,  size  200, „d oz.  43.8 

.Beans,  green,  lb.  20.2 

Cabbage,  lb.  6.9 

Carrots,  bunch  14.1 

Lettuce,  head  13.5 

Onions,  lb.  10.8 

Potatoes,  15  lb.  94.6 

Spinach,  lb.  10. 4 

Sweet potatoes,  lb.  14.2 

Canned; 

Peaches,  #2-l/2  can  31.0 

Pineapple,  #2-l/2  can  36.6 

•Corn,  #2  can  19.7 

Peas,  #2  can  14.7 

Tomatoes,  #2  can  16.6 

Dried: 

Prunes,  lb.  20.8 

Navy  beans ,  lb .  22.8 


Leg,  lb.  78,2 

Poult ry: 

Roasting  chickens,  lb.  62.6 

Fish: 

Salmon,  pink,  lo  oz.  can  53.2 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS:  ;V 

Butter,  lb.  91.0 

Cheese,  lb.  66.2 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered),  at.  21.2 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery),  qt.  20-3 


Milk,  evaporated,  l4-l/2  oz.can  I5.0’ 


BEVERAGES: 

Coffee,  lb.  51.4 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

i  Eard,  lb.  2 9.6 

Shortening,  hydrogenated,  lb.  45.2 
Salad  dressing,  pt.  40.5 

Oleomargarine,  lb.  .  44.1 


SUGAR  AND  STREETS : 

•Sugar,  lb.  9.2 


*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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TABLE  7  -  PET  AIL  FOOD  PRICE  INDEXES  FOP  38  CITIES* 
AM)  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  MAY  15  AND  MARCH  15,  1948 
TO  JUNE  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES 


City 

Indexc 

>3  (1935-39  ' 

100) 

,  Percent  Change  to 

1  June  15s  1948  from: 

June  15 
1948 

May  15 
1948 

Mar.  15 
1948 

May  15 
1948 

i  Mar .  15 

1948 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

209.9 

207.9 

201.1 

1.0 

4.4 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

210.3 

207.5 

195.6 

1.3 

7.5 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

211.6 

207.9 

196.6 

1.8 

7.6 

Butte,  Mont. 

214.7 

207.4 

200.5 

3.5 

7.1 

Cedar  Rapids,  I ova  l/ 

224.3 

219.7 

208.2 

2.1 

7.7 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

203.1 

206.7 

199.1 

0.7 

4. 5 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

223.7 

218.0 

209.3 

2.6 

6.9 

Columbus,  Ohio 

199.2 

195.3 

190.3 

2.0 

'  '  4.4 

Dallas,  Texas 

210.8 

210,5 

203.0 

0.1 

3.8 

Denver,  Colo. 

216.5 

213.3 

202.3 

1.5 

7.0 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

211.3 

207.2 

197.2 

2.0 

7.2 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

211.5 

208.0 

203.3 

1.7 

3.8 

Jackson,  Miss.  1 / 

216.7 

218.0 

214.6 

-0.6 

1.0 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

204.4 

202.2 

193.0 

1.1 

5.9 

Knoxville,  Tenn.  l/ 

238.4 

238.2 

230.0 

0.9 

3.7 

Little  Bock,  Ark. 

210.0 

209.2 

203.3 

0.4 

3.0 

Louisville,  Ky. 

203.8 

201.6 

193.9 

1.1 

5.1 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

213.0 

208.9 

202.0 

2.0 

5.4 

Milwaukee,  Vise. 

215. 3 

213.7 

204.6 

0.7 

'5.2 

Newark,  N.  J. 

209.9 

204.7 

196.4 

2.5  . 

6.9 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

205.4 

201.2 

193.0 

2.1 

J  6.4 

New  Orleens,  La. 

227.3 

223.0 

224.3 

1.9 

1.3 

Norfolk,  Va. 

.214.4 

213.3 

206.0 

0.5 

4.1 

Omaha,  Nebr . 

210.1 

207.2 

197.7 

•  •  ! 

1.4 

f 

6.3 

Peoria,  Ill. 

227.3 

223.8 

205.8 

1.6 

10.4 

Portland,  Oreg. 

228.2 

229.5 • 

220.4' 

-0.6 

3.5 

Providence,  B.  I. 

222.0 

217.9 

205.5 

1.9 

8.0 

Richmond,  7a. 

205.3 

203.4 

197.6 

0.9 

3.9 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

208.8 

205.1 

196.7 

1.8 

6.2 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

.  203.7 

203.5 

195.3 

0.1 

4.3 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

215.8 

216.8 

207.3 

-0.5 

4.1 

Savannah,  Ga. 

224.5 

223.3 

213.6 

0.5 

5.1 

Scranton,  Pa. 

216.1 

212.2 

201.8 

1.8 

7.1  . 

Seattle,  Wash. 

220.3 

221.4 

212.5 

-0,5 

3.7 

Springfield,  Ill. 

224.4 

219.3 

209.1 

2.3 

7.3 

Washington,  D.  C. 

215.4 

209.7 

198.9 

2.7 

8.3 

Wichita,  Kans.  l/ 

226.4 

225.3 

215.9 

0.5 

4.9 

Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  l/ 

209.5 

4—  ■- — 

208.4 

202.7 

_ 

0.5 

3.4 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 
1/  June  1940  -  100. 
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TABLE  8  -  RETAIL  FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  AND  ICE  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  16  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  MAY  15  AND  MARCH  15,  1948 
TO  JUNE  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES 


CONSUMERS  '  PRICE  INDEX  AND  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES 

July  Ip,  I9L8 


Cons  lime rs  *  Price  Index  Continues  Advance  as  Retail  Food  Prices  Increase  1 >3 

Percent  Between  June  IS  and  July  15,  19 48 


This  report  combines  information  on  the  Consumers  1  Price 
— arid  Pot  all  Food  Price  Index.  Final  indexes  for 

Ju-j,  15>  19^-0  1  or  individual  cities  and  large  cities  combined 
ars  given  herein. 


^  .  •  from  dime  15  t0  July  15;  1948,  average  prices  of  goods  and  services 

purchased  by  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities  increased  1.2  percent,  accord' 
g  Blire^u  01  Labor  Statistics,  U.S.  Department  of  Labor.  The  consumers’ 

^  f  °n  1948  vas  173,7  percent  ot  the  1935-39  average,  a  new  high. 

1  ,V3  X* '  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago;  30. 3  percent  above  the  June  1946  level; 
and  7o.2  percent  above  August  1039-  As  compared  with  mid- June,:  retail  food  prices 
averaged  1.3  percent  higher;  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  were  up  2.2  percent- 

the  fuel  and  ice  group  advanced  1.7  percent,  and  other  major  groups  increased 
fractionally. 


*  o  Th8  continued  rise  ifl  retail  food  prices  brought  the  food  index  for  July 

to  <_16...  percent  of  the  1935-39  average;  12.3  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago;  48.9 
percent  more  than  in  June  1946;  and  131-9  percent  above  the  August  1939  level.  The 
principal  increases  were  in  prices  of  meats,  poultry,  and  fish,  dairy  products,  and 
ggs.  Prices  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  declined  less  than  seasonally.  Food 

pricts  rose  in  5;-'  of  the  50  cities  surveyed,  dropped  in  3  cities,  and  remained  un¬ 
changed  in  3  cities. 


*  Prices  of  meats,  poultry,  and  fish  continued  to  rise,  advancing  2.6  percent 

rem  mid-June  to  mid-July,  for  a  total  of  99.4  percent  since  June  1946.  Price  in¬ 
creases  during  the  month  ranged  from  0.7  percent  for  canned  salmon  to  6.1  percent 
tor  pork  chops.  Dairy  products  prices  increased  1.5  percent,  with  fresh  milk  prices 
ap  1.7  percent,  cheese  prices  up  2.9  percent,  and  butter  0.9  percent.  Eg^  prices 
rose  seasonably  by  5. 2  percent.  Fats  and  oils  increased  0.1  percent,  as  higher 
P^xces  for  shortening  end  salad  dressing  were  not  quite  offset  by  decreases  for 
leomargar me  and  lard.  Fruit  and  vegetable  prices  declined  0.7  percent  from  mid- 
f cns iderably  less  than  the  usual  drop  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  cereals 
and  wtnery  products  prices  dropped  fractionally.  Price  decreases  of  23.2  percent 

13 ?ercent  f°l  Cabbage  more  thcm  offset  h±&he*  P^ces  for  spinach, 
ago  *  *  1  ttuce  ^  b“s.  Sugar  prices  averaged  0.2  percent  higher  than  a„mcnlh 
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-  2  - 

Apparel  prices  rose  slightly  (0,1  percent)  from  mid- June  to  mid- July, 
after  declining  from  May  to  June.  Higher  prices  for  men’s  wool  suite  more  than 
offset  email  seasonal  reductions  for  women’s  and  girls’  cotton  dresses  and  other 
cotton  summer  clothing.  Apparel  prices  rose  over  the  month  in  4  of  the  cities 
surveyed  in  both  June  and  July,  dropped  in  4  cities,  and  remained  unchanged  in  2 
cities . 


The  index  of  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  prices  advanced  1.7  percent  from 
June  to  July.  General  price  increases  for  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  largely 
accounted  for  a  2.4  percent  rise  in  the  group  including  other  fuels  and  ice,  although 
there  were  scattered  increases  in  fuel  oil  and  ice  prices.  Utilities  costs  rose 
0.2  percent  over  the  month.  Lover  discounts  for  prompt  payment  resulted  in  higher 
electric  bills  for  consumers  in  Detroit,  while  gas  rates  were  reduced  in  Minneapolis. 

The  index  of  housefurnishings  prices  advanced  0.6  percent  from  June  to 
July  with  prices  generally  higher  for  electric  refrigerators,  wool  rugs  and  dinette 
sets. 

Prices  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  advanced  2.2  percent  from  mid- 
June  to  mid-July.  Higher  prices  were  reported  for  automobiles,  tires,  and  automobile 
insurance;  local  public  transportation  fares  were  higher  in  New  York,  Chicago, 
Cincinnati,  and  some  other  cities.  Prices  of  toilet  soap  and  beauty  shop  services 
declined  slightly. 

The  rent  index  for  large  cities  combined  averaged  0.3  percent  higher  from 
mid-June  to  mid-July,  as  negotiated  increases  up  to  1*3  percent  end  other  adjustments 
under  the  rent  regulations  continued  to  be  made.  In  the  11  cities  surveyed  by  the 
Bureau  during  this  period,  rents  increased  over -the -quarter  from  0.1  percent  in 
Savannah  to  2.2  percent  in  Pittsburgh.  Bents  also  increased  1  percent  or  more  in 
Denver,  Indianapolis,  Buffalo,  Kansas  City  and  Manchester. 


Cn  August  23,  immediately  upon  completion  of  the  calculations, 
the  Bureau  released  the  July  '1948  Consumers ’ .  Price  Index  for  .large 
cities  combined  and  for  each  cf  the  18  cities  through  the  public  press. 
Because  of  the  very  large  number  of  people  on  the  Bureau's  mailing  list, 
about  a  week  is  required  to  reproduce  and  distribute  this  detailed 
report . 
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GENERAL 


EXPLANATION 


k!ounCfl°!StKer»  Pflc^  *ndex  for  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities,”  formerly 
yvs  +e  °?S  °*  d^Vj-n€  index,"  measures  average  changes  in  retail  prices  of 

InttlL'  <  b?  &n  ^rvices  bouSht  by  families  of  wage  earners  and  moderate- income 
are  vel^htP^fN alj't*'  Time'to"time  changes  in  the  prices  of  goods  and  services 
^1‘5?4  in  t onii  avera€e  expenditures  of  families  whose  incomes  averaged 

population'veightsx  y  &re  C°mbined  f°r  the  United  StQtee  vith  the  ase  of 

another6^3  d°  ^  lndlcate  vh^er  ^  costs  more  to  live  In  one  city  than  in 

^f“hP^C?S,are.  ^Cldected  monbhly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  3  days  of  the  week 
which  includes  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.  * 

Fuel  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  each  of  the  34  large  cities. 

7LT~~t  *  b 0 e ^ur i  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  are 

are  f ^  eacSH^thSETlS  \\  Pricee 

ccmmodHieseanA°r  8  f  th®  3uarfcer^  clties  each  ^onth*  schedule  for  pricing 

commodities  and  services  in  individual  cities  is  as  follows: 


Every 

Month 

Birmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

Cincinnati- 

Detroit 

Houston 

Los  Angeles 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


January,  April, 
July,  October 

Buffalo 
Denver 
Indianapolis 
Kansas  City 
Manchester 
Portland,  Greg. 
Richmond 
Savannah 


February,  May, 
August,  November 

Atlanta 
Cleveland 
Milwaukee 
New  Orleans 
Norfolk 
Scranton 
Seatt  xe 
Washington 


•  •  March,  June, 

Sept  emb e r ,  Dec emb e r 

Balt iraore 

Jacksonville 

Memphis 

Minneapolis 

Mobile 

Portland,  Me. 

St.  Louis 
San  Francisco 


obStee^tr^^1011  iG  0bta4lne?  (Juartei-ly  in  each  city.  The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statist! 
laps  what  rentH^  °n  renb3  by  asklne  tenants  in  a  representative  sample  of  dwell - 
mV  ’  '  ■  ■  tj  they  pay  an(i  what  facilities  and  services  are  included  in  the  rent 

laLe'  Ch0B“  t0  rePraaant  all  tenant  dwellings,  new  and  old,  "malt  and 

those’ reported  &pa;tments'  The  renta>  »»  reported,  are  then  compared  with 

,  ,  +  !  r  the  same  dvellinga  at  the  time  of  the  last  rent 

,  •"  ,  ter  adjustments  are  made  for  any  changes  in  the  facilities  (e.g.,  heat) 

and  services  (e.g  Janitor  service)  included  in  the  rent.  Bemoval  of  ffcUities 

Z  ^  compensating  reductions  in  rent  are  treated  as  rent  inches . 

if  the  rent  •  SerLC?s  not  previously  included  in  the  contract  rent  are  added, 

charge  ^elle^r  “?68S  °f  the  value  of  the  additional  items,  the  excess 

rfoof  1  refbectfd  as  a  rent  increase.  Just  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  groups 

in  the  rent^naiJr0’  +af  ^  00nsumers'  Trice  index,  the  rent  index  measures  changes 

money  which  VT  fr°m  °ne  tlrao  to  another>  the  amount  of 

o?  repairs  ^  t  Spe"d  X  hoaslnS’  For  nxacnple,  it  does  not  reflect  the  costs 

or  moved  to  hett^  S’  the  chan^e  ln  housinS  costs  of  workers  who  have  migrated 

r  m.ved  to  better  or  poorer  quarters,  nor  does  it  take  into  account  deterioration 
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in  upkeep  or  service,  or  the  additional  costs  of  "extras"  or  premiums  charged  by 
some  landlords  vhen  they  rent  to  nev  tenants.  A  representation  of  nev  and  converted 
units- is  added  to  the  rent  samples  periodically  end  thereafter  rent  changes  for 
these  units  are  reflected  in  the  i -&sx  as  they  occur.  The  index  is  not  adjusted  to 
reflect  the  differences  bet vucn  the  rents  at  which  new ly  ccrxtructed  or  converted 
dwellings  enter  the  rental  market  aid  tta  rests  for  comparable  existing  housing. 

The  rent  index  measures  only  changes  in  rents,  arid  does  not  reflect  the  costs  of 
shifting  from  renting  to  owning,  or  changes  in  the  costs  of  buying  or  maintaining 
owner-occupied  homes. 


Tables  in  this  release  contain  index  numbers  for  the  current  and  other  specified 
periods  and  show  par cent  ebasagea  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates. 

Table  1  shows  indexes  for  all  3. tame  combined,  group3  and  subgroups  for  large 
cities  combined,  for  the  current  period,  a  month  ago,  3  months  ago,  a  year 
ago,  June  1946  and  August  1939. 

Table  2  shows  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  for  indexes  given  in 
Table  1, 


Table  3  shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  month  and  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  10  cities  surveyed 
monthly. 

Table  4  shows  current  indexes'  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  8  cities  surveyed  quarterly. 


Table  9  shows  indexes  for  all  items  combined  for  specified  periods  and  percent 
changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates  for  18  cities  surveyed 
this  month. 


Table  6  shows  current  U.S.  average  prices  for  50  food  items. 

Table  7  shows  food  price  indexes,  for  the  current  period,  a  ‘month  ago  and  3 
months  ago,  and  corresponding  percent  changes  for  38  cities  for  vhich  only 
food  price  data  are  collected  or  for  vhich  complete  price  surveys  were  not 
made  this  month. 

3  shows  fuel  price  indexes  for  the  current  period  and  percent  changes  to 
the  current  period  from  a  month  ago  and  3  months  ago  for  18  cities  for  which 
complete  price  surveys  were  not  made  this  month. 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEX  FCR  MODERATE -INCOME 
FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*, 

FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
(1935-39  =  100.0) 


Group 

July  15 
1948 

June  15 
1948 

April  15 
1948 

July  15 
'•  1947 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 
1939 

ALL  ITEMS 

173.7 

171.7 

169.3 

158.4 

133.3 

98.6 

.  ALL  FOODS 

216.8 

214.1 

207.9 

193.1 

145-6 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

171.0 

171.2 

171.0 

155.0 

122.1 

93.4 

Meats,  poultry  &  fish 

261.8 

255.1 

233.8 

220.2 

134.0 

95.7 

Meats 

263. 0 

255.2 

229.5 

219.7 

120.4 

95.4 

Beef  &  veal 

280.9 

273.9 

241.2 

220.8 

121.2 

99.6 

Pork 

233.8 

223.5 

212.3 

216.4 

114.3 

88.0 

Lamb 

275.0 

271.2 

232.6 

228.6 

139.0 

98.8 

Chickens 

209.3 

207.6 

198.4 

181.9 

162.8 

94.6 

Fish 

301.6 

299.3 

307.2 

260.6 

219.7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

209.0 

205.9 

205.8 

178.8 

147-8 

93.1 

Eggs 

204.3 

194.2 

184.7 

203.0 

147-1 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

213.4 

214.9 

217.4 

202.0 

183.5 

92.4 

Fresh 

223.2 

225.2 

228.4 

204.2 

196.7 

92.8 

Canned 

157.7 

157.4 

156.4 

168.5 

127.5 

91.6 

Dried 

248.0 

248.0 

252.1 

263.6 

172.5 

90.3 

Beverages 

205.2 

205.I 

204.4 

180.8 

125.4 

94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

200.8 

200.5 

191.4 

182.0 

126.4 

84.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

170.9 

170.6 

173.6 

179.7 

136.2 

95.6 

APPAREL 

197.1 

196.9 

196.4 

184.7 

157.2 

100.3 

RENT 

117.3 

117.0 

116.3 

110.0 

108.5 

104.3 

FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  &  ICE 

134.8 

132.6 

130.7 

119.5 

110.5 

97.5 

Gas  &  electricity 

94.4 

94.2 

93.9 

91.7 

92.1 

99-0 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

174.2 

170.1 

166.7 

146.6 

128.4 

96.3 

H  CUSEFURNI SHI NGS 

195.9 

194.8 

194.7 

184.3 

156.1 

100.6 

MISCELLANEOUS 

150.8 

147-5 

147.8 

139.5 

127.9 

100.4 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 
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TABLE  2  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE -INCOME 
FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*,  AND  PERCENT 
ORANGES  TO  JULY  19,  3.$48  FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 


Cereals  &  bakery  products 
Meats,  poultry  &  fish 
Meats 

Beef  &  veal 
Pork 

1 

Lamb 

Chickens 

Fish 

Dairy  products 


Fruits  &  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 

apparel’ 

RENT 

FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  &  ICE 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels  &  Ice 

HOUSF.FURNI  SHI  NGS 

MISCELLANEOUS 


Group 

June  15 
1948 

April  19 
1948 

July  19 
IS*? 

June  19 
1946 

Aug.  19 
1939 

ALL  ITEMS 

1.2  • 

2.6 

9.7 

30.3 

76.2 

ALL  FOODS 

1.3 

4.3 

12:3 

48.9 

131.9 

•0.1 

2.6 

3.1 
2.6 

4. 6 

1.4 
0.8 
0.8 

1.5 

5.2 
-0.7 

-0.9 

0.2 

0 

0 

0.1 

0.2 

0.1 

'0.3 

1.7 
0.2 

2.4 

0.6 

2.2 


0 

12.0 

14.6 

16.5 

10.1 

18.2 

9.8 

-1.8 

1.6 

10.6 
-1.8 
-2.3 
0.8 
-1.6 
0.4 

4.9 
-1.6 

.0.4  . 

0.9 

3.1 

0.9 

4.5 

0.6 
.  2.0 


10.3 

18.9 
19.7 
27*2 

8.0 

20.3 

19.I 

19.7 

16.9 

0.6 

9-6 

9.3 

-  6.4 

-  9-9 

13.9 

10.3 

-  4.9 

6.7 

6.6 

12.8 

2.9 

18.8 

6.3 

8.1 


4o.o 

99.4 

18.4 

131.8 

104.9 

97.8 

28.6 

37.3 

41.4 

38.9 

16.3 

13.5 
23-7 

43.8 

63.6 

98.9 

29.9 

25.4 

8.1 

22.0 

2.9 

35.7 

29.9 

17.9 


83.1 

173  •  6 

179.7 
182.0 

165.7 
.178.3 
121.2 

202.8 

124.9 

129.2 
13110 

140.9 

72.2 

174.6 

116.2 

137.6 

78.8 

96.5 

12.9 

38.3 
-  4.6 

80.9 

94.7 

90.2 


*  See  Genero.l  Explanation  on  page  3* 


table  3  -  CONSUMERS '  PRICE  INDEXES  FOE  10  CITIES* 

SUE/ EYED  MONTHLY  AND  PERCENT  CHAISES  FROM  JUNE  AND 
APRIL  15,  1948  TO  JULY  15,  1948  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 
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City 


Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Chicago,  Ill. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Texas 
Los  Angelas,  Calif. 
Nev  York,  N.  Y. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  -Pa. 


Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Chicago,  Ill. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Texas 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Nev  York,  N.  Y. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


All 

Items 


Food 


Apparel 


Rent 


Fuel,  Elec.  &  Ice 


Total 


Gas  8c 

Elcct~ 

ricity 


Birmingham,  Ala.  177.0 

Boston,  Mass.  1 63.* 6 

Chicago,  Ill.  173.* 6 

Cincinnati,  Ohio  175-9 

Detroit,  Mich.  175-9 

Houston,  Texas  173*7 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.  170. 3 
Nev  York,  N.  Y.  172.6 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  I  172.9 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  |  177.8 


J-5.  1948  Indexes  (1035-39  a  icq) 


Other  |  House - 
Fuels  burnish- 
&  Ice  I  ings 


218.0 

210.2 

224.7 

220.4 

213.2 

222.1 

213.1 

217.9 

210.9 
222.3 


205.4 

188.5 

197.3 

193.2 

194.3 
208.2 
195'.  7 
19  6.8 

193.3 
224.2 


135.6  79.6 

149.4  112,1 

130.1  83.5 

141. 1  95.1 
147.3  ’  86.7 

93.4  81.3 
94.3  80.3 
107.1  131.0  100.5 

136.1  103.0 
113.5  137.2  103.4 


125.3 


Hgggent  Changes  from  June  15,  1946 


1.3 
1.5 

1.4 
1.4 
0.8 
0.7 
0.9 
2.1 
0.5 
1.2 


2.5 
3.0 

1.5 
1.9 

0.9 

1.0 

0.5 

1.9 

0.7 

1.2 


0 

0 

-0.7 
0.3 
*0.5 
‘C.  3 
•0.3 
0.5 
0.1 
0.1 


2.9 

0.5 

3.2 
2.7 

2.3 

4.3 

0 

0.8 

0 

2.1 


0 

0.4 

0 

0 

3.3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

c 


Percent  Changes  from  April  15,  1948 


2.5 

3.1 

3.3 
3.0 

2.4 
1-3 
0.6 

3.4 

2.1 

3.4 


5.1 

6.1 

5.9 

4.9 
4.6 
1.3 
•0.4 

]•  n 
r*  9 

4.0 

6.0 


0.5 

0.2 

>0.7 

0.5 

”0.7 

0.9 

1.0 

0.7 

1.0 

1.0 


0.7 


2.9 

0.4 

3.9 
4.5 

6.9 

4.3 

0 

2.1 

0.7 

3.2 


0 

0.6 

0 

-2.1 

3.5 

0 

0 

2.1 

0 

0.2 


177-3 

169.3 

178.5 

185.0 

193 .4 
146.1 

118.0 

177-7 

161.4 

195.5 


191  •  7 

166.4 

181.5 

191.5 
'205.5 
199.1 

185.9 
184.1, 

198.9 
203.0 


Miscel¬ 

laneous 


143.8 

142.9 

150.9 

152.2 

163.9 

151.1 

150.2 
155.3 
148.2 
145.0 


3.9 

•  -0.4 

0.6 

0.5 

0.9 

0.2 

4.7 

-  0.9 

2.7 

4.0 

0.5 

1.9 

2.7 

0.5 

1.0 

14.1 

0.2 

0.9 

0 

0.2 

2.7 

1.3 

0.5 

5.9 

0 

0.9 

0.5 

4.1 

1.5 

0.8 

3.9 

-0.1 

0.6 

0.4 

2.1 

0.2 

5.9 

0.9 

4.1 

7.7 

1.0 

1 .9 

8.2 

1.2 

0.8 

l4.i 

2.3 

1.1 

0 

-1.5 

2.3 

2.1 

-0.1 

5.9 

1.1 

0.5 

0.3 

6.3 

1-9 

c.8 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 


*  1 
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TABLE  4  -  CONS  IP®  PS !  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  8  CITIES* 
SURVEYED  QUARTERLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  APRIL  15,  1943 
TO  JULY  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR-  GROUTS 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

Rent 

Fuel, 

Elec. 

&  Ice 

House- 
furnish¬ 
ings  .  . 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

4 

1 

Totalj 

.  i 

Gas  &  |  Other 
Elect-)  Fuels 
ricityj  &  Ice 

1948  Inc 

iexes  (1935-39 

=  100) 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

173-1 

212.9 

197.2 

121.3 

139.1 

96.O 

177.4 

202.3 

152.8 

Denver,  Colo. 

172.5 

21T.0 

195.1 

122.6 

109.3 

69.2 

155.1 

217.3 

149.0 

Cndianapo.lis,  Ind. 

176.5 

212.6 

191.1 

128.5 

152.1 

86.6 

190.7 

187.8 

158.2 

Hans as  City,  Mo. 

166.3 

204.4 

186.4 

122.2 

127.0 

66.4 

182.4 

183 . 5 

150.1 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

178.1 

218.4 

191.4 

111.4 

152.8 

94.6 

181.9 

200.0 

144.8 

Cortland,  Oreg. 

180.3 

233.7 

194.8 

3-23*2 

127.2 

95.7 

I65.8 

186.4 

153.9 

Richmond,  Va. 

168.9 

209.4 

198.2 

113.0 

142.3 

95.6 

170.8 

208.4 

141.7 

Savannah,  Ga. 

180.2 

228.3 

194.0 

117.0 

151.4 

91.2 

186.3 

202.3 

153-4 

Percent  Changes  from  Apr 

1248 

;  t 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

3.5 

6.3 

0.2 

1-3 

8.3 

0 

12.8 

0.7 

0.9 

penver,  Colo. 

2.4 

4.1 

0.7 

1.3 

2.4 

0 

3.7 

0.5 

1.2 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

2.3 

3-4 

-0.1 

1.0 

5.4 

0 

7.0 

1.7 

1.9 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

1.8 

3.3 

-0.7 

1.0 

5.2 

-0.3 

7.2 

1.1 

0.7 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

3.5 

6.6 

0.6 

1.0 

0.7 

0 

0.9 

1-9 

0.9 

P ort land ,  Oreg. 

2.6 

4.7 

-0.6 

0.6 

0.6 

0.8 

0.5 

-0.5 

2.3 

Richmond,  Va. 

3.4 

4.4 

2.3 

0.8 

5.3 

0 

7.3 

1.4 

3.4 

Savannah,  Ga. 

1.5 

3.1 

0.6 

rasa btt 

: '  0.1 

0 

LL 

-1.4 

-0.1 

TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEXES  TOR  18  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  JULY  15,  1948  FROM 
SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


7f  lL  ■  — . . . . .  1  * . . 

City 

Indexes,  1935~39  =  100 

Fercent  Change  to 

July  1948  from 

July  15 

1948 

July  15 
...  19'+7 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 

1939 

July  15 

1947 

June.  15 • 
1946 

Aug .  15 

1939 

AVERAGE 

173.7 

158.4 

133.3 

98.6 

9.7 

30.3 

76.2 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

177.0 

164.1 

136.5 

98.5 

7.9 

29.7 

79-7 

Boston,  Mass. 

168.6 

151.9 

127.9 

97.1 

11.0 

31.8 

73.6 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

173.1 

159.1 

132.6 

98.5 

8.8 

30.5 

75.7 

Chicago,  Ill. 

173.6 

160.I 

130.9 

98.7 

11.6 

36.4 

81.0 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

175.9 

160.4 

132.2 

97-3 

9.7 

33.1 

80.8 

Denver,  Colo. 

172.5 

155.7 

131.7 

98.6 

10.8 

31.0 

74.9 

Detroit,  Mich. 

175.9 

160.2 

136.4 

98.5 

9.8 

29.O 

7  8.6 

Houston,  Texas 

173.7 

158.4 

130.5 

100.7 

9-7 

33.1 

72.5 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

176.5 

159.5 

131.9 

98.0 

10.7 

33.8 

80.1 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

166.3 

150.5 

129.4 

98.6 

10.5 

28.5 

68. 7 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

170.3 

157.2 

136.1 

100.5 

6.3 

25.1 

69.5 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

173.1 

162.1 

134.7 

97.8 

9.9 

32.2 

62.1 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

172.6 

157.5 

135.8 

99-0 

9.6 

27.1 

74.5 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

172.9 

158.3 

132.5 

97.8 

9.2 

30.5 

76.8 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

177.8 

162.6 

134.7 

98.4 

9-3 

32.0 

80.7 

Portland,  Oreg. 

180.3 

162.1 

140.3 

100.1 

11.2 

28.5 

80.1  , 

Richmond,  Va. 

168.9 

153.8 

128.2 

98.0 

9.8 

31.7 

72.3 

Savannah,  Ga. 

180.2 

165.9 

140.6 

8.6 

28.2 

81.5 

See  General.  Explanation  on  page  3* 
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TABLE  6  - 


AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES  OF  FOOD  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED* 

JULY  15>  1948 


Food  and  Unit 


July  15 
Average 

Cents 


CEREALS  AMD  BAKERY  PRODUCTS 
Cereals: 

Flour,  vheat ,  5  lb. 

Corn  flakes,  II  cz. 

Corn  meal,  lb. 

Rice,  lb. 

Rolled  oats,  20  oz. 

Bakery  products: 

Bread,  white,  lb. 

Vanilla  cookies,  lb. 

MEATS: 

Beef: 

Round  steak,  lb. 

Rib  roast,  lb. 

Chuck  roast,  lb. 

Hamburger,  lb . 

Veal: 

Cutlets,  lb. 

Pork: 

Chops,  lb. 

Bacon,  sliced,  lb. 

■  Ham,  whole,  lb. 

Salt  pork,  lb. 

Lamb : 

Leg,  lb. 

Poultry: 

Roasting  chickens,  lb. 

Fish: 

Salmon,  pink,  16  oz.  can 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS : 

-  Butter,  lb. 

Cheese,  lb. 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered),  qt. 
Milk,  fresh  (grocery),  qt. 
‘Milk,  evaporated,  l4~l/2  oz.can 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page 
1/  Inadequate  reports. 


48.2 

16.7 

11.1 

21.5 


13.9 

44.3 


Food  and  Unit 


July  15 
Average 


Cents 


99.5 
79-6 
70.8 

61 . 6 

102.1 

83.3 


71.8 

4o.q 


EGGS,  fresh,  doz. 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 
Fresh: 

Apples,  lb. 

Bananas,  lb. 

Oranges,  size  200,  doz. 
Beans,  greon,  .lb. 
Cabbage,  lb. 

Carrots,  bunch 
Lettuce,  head 
Onions,  lb. 

Potatoes,  15  lb. 
Sp?lnach,  lb. 
Sweetpotatoes,  lb. 
Canned: 

Peaches,  #2-l/2  can 
Pineapple,  #2-l/2  can 
Corn,  #2  can 
Peas,  $2  can 
Tomatoes,  #2  can 
Dried: 

Prunes,  lb. 

Navy  beans,  lb. 


13.9 

16.3 

47.8 
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TABLE  7  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  38  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  JUNE  IS  AND  APRIL  19,  1948 
TO  JULY  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES 


Indexes  (1935~39  = 

100) 

Percent  Change  to 
July  15.  1948  from 

City 

July  15  | 

19*4-8 

June  15 
1948 

April  15 
‘  1948 

June  15 
1948 

April  15 
1948 

Atlanta.,  Ga. 

212.4 

209.9 

204.7 

1.2 

3.8 

Balt imore ,  Md . 

227-7 

225.3 

217.8 

1.1 

4-5 

/*  r— 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

214.4 

210.3 

201.4 

1  •  9 

o.p 

rt  C 

Butte,  Mont. 

216.6 

214.7 

201.3 

0.9 

7-6 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  l/ 

224.4 

224.  3 

217.0 

0 

3.4 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

211.4 

208.1 

204.8 

1.6 

3-2 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

226.2 

223.7 

213.0 

1.1 

6.2 

Columbus,  Chio 

201.9 

199.2 

193.1 

1.4 

4.6 

Dallas,  Texas 

213-3 

210.8 

206.7 

1.2 

3-2 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

214.1 

211.3 

201.2 

1-3 

6.4 

Jackson,  Miss,  l/ 

220.8 

216.7 

218. 3 

1-9 

1.1 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

222.8 

222.9 

214.7 

0 

3-8 

Knoxville,  Tenn.  l/ 

241.7 

238.4 

233-9 

1.4 

3-3 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

213> 

210.0 

206.4 

1.6 

3-4 

Louisville,  Ky. 

2c6. 8 

203.8 

198.2 

1.5 

4-3 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

229-8 

226.7 

222 . 2 

1.4 

3.4 

Milwaukee,  Wi  s . 

218.3 

215.3 

210.9 

1.4 

3-5 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

208.2 

206.2 

203.0 

1.0 

2.6 

Mobile,  Ala. 

222.5 

219.8 

216.3 

1.2 

2.9 

Newark,  N.  J. 

212.8 

209.9 

203.0 

1.4 

4. 8 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

208-3 

205.4 

197.7 

1.4 

5.4 

New  Orleans,  La. 

233.2 

227.3 

228.7 

2.6 

2.0 

Norfolk,  Va. 

216.9 

214.4 

210.5 

1.2 

3.0 

Omaha,  Nebr. 

208.6 

210.1 

202.5 

-0.7 

3.0 

> 

Peoria,  Ill. 

224.9 

227.3 

217.0 

-1.1 

3-^ 

Portland,  Me. 

209.7 

204.1 

197.0 

2.7 

6.4 

Providence,  R.  I. 

224.9 

222 . 0 

213.1 

1.3 

5.5 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

211.2 

208.8 

200.8 

1.1 

5.2 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

224.2 

222.0 

213-6 

1.0 

5.0 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

204.7 

203.7 

200.5 

0.5 

2.1 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

217.1 

215.8 

212.9 

0.6 

2.0 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

223.2 

221.6 

219.5 

0.7 

1-7 

Scranton,  Pa. 

218.2 

216.1 

208.9 

1.0 

4.5 

Seattle,  Wash. 

223.4 

220.3 

215.5 

1.4 

3-7 

Springfield,  Ill. 

224.9 

224.4 

212.6 

0.2 

5.8 

Washington,  D.  C. 

215.1 

215.4 

205.1 

-0.1 

4.9 

Wichita,  Kans.  l/ 

226.7 

226.4 

220.3 

0.1 

2.9 

Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  1 / 

212.9 

209.5 

206.0 

1.6 

3-3 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 
l/  June  1940  =  100. 
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TABLE  8  -  RETAIL  FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  AM?  ICE  PRICE  INDEXES  FCR  1 6  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  APRIL  19,  AND  JUNE  19,  1948 
TO  JULY  15,  1Q48,  BY  CITIES 


City 

IndexoJuly  15 

,  1948 
10Q) .... 

Percent  Change  to 
June  15 ,  1948 

July  15,  1948 

April  15*  1 

from 

948 

Total 

GU8  Sc 
Elec . 

Other 
Fuels 
.&  Ice 

! 

Total! 

i 

...  .1 

Gas  8j  1 
Elec,  j 
i 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

| 

Total  j 

1 

Gas  St 
Elec. 

Other 

Fuels 

8c  Ice 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

147.2 

77.0 

211.7 

2.0 

0 

2.7 

4.8 

_ 

0.1 

6.5 

Baltimore,  Md. 

11(4.3 

121.2 

I03.O 

1.4 

*o.4 

2.6 

3-7 

0-3 

5.8 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

142.6 

105.6 

178.0 

2.2 

0 

3.5 

4.1 

0 

6.6 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

147-3 

100.2 

188.1 

1.4 

0 

2.1 

3-4 

0 

5.0 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

128.1 

77.0 

156.4 

0 

0 

Q 

0.1 

0 

0.1 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

141.9 

104.5 

167.6 

0.1 

0 

0.2 

4.1 

2.9 

4.6 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

138.1 

7  5.8 

178.5 

-0.8 

-3.4 

-0.1 

3-5 

*3.4 

5.6 

Mobile,  Ala. 

127.8 

84.0 

162.0 

0.4 

0 

0.6 

-0.6 

-0.1 

-0.8 

New  Orleans,  La. 

113.0 

75.1 

153.2 

!  0.1 

0 

0.1 

0.2 

0 

0.2 

Norfolk,  Va. 

147.8 

97.8 

187.1 

1.6 

0 

2.2 

3.1 

0 

4.5 

Portland,  Me. 

145.0 

100.4 

166.8 

i  0.3 

-0.1 

0.4 

0.9 

0.1 

1.2 

St.  Louis,  Mo-. 

137.1 

94.1 

175.2 

i  1.6 

* 

0 

2.5 

6.0 

0 

9.1 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

83.1 

72.7' 

126.9 

0 

0 

0 

0.4 

0 

5.3 

Scranton,  Pa. 

138.3 

91.8 

166 . 7 

1.6 

0 

2.1 

2.8 

0 

3-8 

Seattle,  Wash. 

123.1 

91.5 

149.5 

0.2 

0 

0.3 

1.4 

0 

2.1 

Washington,  D.  C. 

132.0 

54.4 

157.0 

0. 6 

0 

0.8 

1.7 

0 

2.3 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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the  library  of  the 

W.s.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR  OCT  i)  1QJQ 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  “ 
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August  is,  194.8 

C oris 'imers  1  Frice  Irdey  T,nnJ-i«non 

0.  X  — e 


532 


Prirp>T2S  rep°ft  comblnea  information  on  the  ConsiuruerT' - 

SHsPiTja 

.^bi£kari^2^in  3dUal  MtieB  .**  cities 


families  by  moderate-income 

the  consumers'  price  index  of  the  Bureau  J  ill L  1 *?/'>««*  15.  1943,  bringing 
Labor,  to  174. 5  percent  of  the  imvw  aye™-!  '■’r  ^tatistios,  U.S  Department  of 

VS  fir*  »rrn*  3A  n  _  ,  ,  '" J-v  cU 


year  ago;  30. 9  percent 'above‘' Jme’l946- ^nf??  1  2  Vas+3'9  Percent  higher  than  „ 
decrease  of  0.1  uercent  in  fo^d  percent  abov~e  the  August  IQ39  love9 

Other  major  groups!  Appal?  price™!^  ff  tb8“  °f?set  V  ^creases  LullI 
electricity  and  ice  prices  advanced  1.5  rfr-ent-  mh^ll  hlgher  tha“.lE  July;  fuel, 

month1'1  ^  housefarnishings 

interrupted^  t0  “^-August,  which 

and  vegetables,  offsetting  seasonal  ?„crea4h-5  2  f  prioes  <*  fresh  fruits 
pattern  of  price  changes  from  tuiv  i,  ,.  'Vs  ‘n  Meats’  clEury  products  and  e-gs  Th„ 
nearly  approximated  usual  seasonal  ^Ss  **>?*  °f  ***.  mcA '  ^ 

food  price  index  on  August  15,  iq48  waa  oik  £  7  4aay  recent  months.  The  retail 
percent  higher  than  a  year  ago  and  4p8  tit  °f  the  1935-39  average,  10.2 

%%?***  **  ^  decline  tsZ  Chiefly 

,resh  fruits  and  vegetables.  Eats  and  r  ,  ,f  t'2  Decent  in  prices  of 

bakery  products  0.1  percent  Season??  2  dr’pp@d  1’5  Percent  and  cereals  and 
fish  (up  2.0  percent);  d^  pAdu^f ( Ted  f,r  P°ult^  and 

-ices  of  sugar  and  sveets  were  0.8  percent  V>WSn  ’  ffa  eggS  ^ up  7,3  Percent), 
prices  remained  unchanged  from  the  July  level.'  *  r  m°nth’  while  beverage 

month,  ledPby°decreasesSoff3o;SSper?eh?Sforb?nS  da0ppbd/°r  the  third  consecutive 
percent  for  sveetpotatces,  15  o  percent  2  ' ?as '  19'J  Percent  for  lettuce.  17.9 

and  cabbage.  Canned  and  driedA^'ts  nd  7  aad  about  10  Percent  for 'potatoes 

ble  shortening  prices  were  4.1  ad™Ced  ^nationally.  |eceta 

were  reported  for  oleomargarine!  lard  ^nd  -alld  d  wd  Emallsr  decreases 

Ported  for  beef,  pork,  veal  andV'sh  I??/?  ,  dressing..  Higher  prices  were  re- 
and  cheese  prices  advanced  seasonal!-  ‘1  t?  ■/“?  chlcken  Price*  declined.  Milk 
creased  from  mid-July  to  mid-AuZl^fl  *  f  ^.cHleE  ^rveyed,  food  prices  de- 
ln  2-  8  la  "3  0l^es’  increased  in  26,  and  were  unchanged 


y 


ls  49-930 


J 1 


o 


The  increase  of  1.3  percent  in  the  apparel  price  index  over  the  month 
resulted  primarily  from  higher  prices  for  women’s  wool  coats,  suite  and  dresses,  and 
nylon- hose.  Prices  of  cotton  yard  goods  and  men  s  and  boys’  cotton  furnishings  were 
lower  on  the  average,  reflecting  declining  costs  of  cotton  fabrics.  Apparel  prices 
rose  between  July  and  August  in  9  of  the  10  cities  surveyed  in  both  months,  with 
increases  of  about  2  percent  reported  in  Cincinnati,  Pittsburgh,  Detroit  and  Mew  fork. 


The  fuel,  electricity  and  ice  group  index  advanced  l.y  percent  from  July 
15  to  August  15,  continuing  an  upward  trend  which  has  persisted  for  more  than  a  year 
for  a  total  increase  of  16.2  percent  since  June  19V?.  Higher  prices  for  anthracite, 
bituminous  coal,  and  coke  were  chiefly  responsible  for  the  rise.  Electricity  rates 
were  increased  in  Portland,  Maine  and  Washington,  D.  C. 


The  housefurnishings  group  index  advanced  0.2  percent  from  mid-July  to 
mid-August.  Higher  prices  for  major  electrical  appliances,  such  as  refrigerators, 
washing  machines  and  sewing  machines,  more  than  offset  lower  quotations  for  radio- 
phonographs  . 


Prices  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  rose  1.1  percent  on  the  average 
over  the  month.  Higher  prices  were  reported  for  automobiles.  Prices  of  cigarettes, 
cigars  and  tooth  paste  rose  while  laundry  soap  prices  declined  slightly. 


Residential  rents  increased  0-3  percent,  on  the  average,  from  July  15  to 
August  15,  reflecting  continued  advances  in  all  of  the  12  cities  surveyed.  During 
the  3-raonth  period  since  May  15,  average  rent  increases  ranged  from  0.3  percent  in 
Cleveland  to  2.5  percent  in  Los  Angeles.  Increases  of  1  percent  or  more  were  re¬ 
ported  in  Norfolk,  Houston,  Scranton  and  Atlanta. 
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xhe  consumers  price  index  for  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities,"  formerly 
-nown  as  the  cost  of  living  Index,"  measures  average  changes  in  retail  prices  of  ' 
goods,  rents  and  services  bought  by  families  of  wage  earners  and  moderate-income 

°p  rP  A  PPPoPA?'  Tlme'to"tlrae  cha“g©s  in  the  prices  of  goods  and  services 
ll%r^n  iqu  A  93rP36  f!”8"-  exPenditures  of  families  whose  incomes  averaged 

population  weighs.  ^  °  ^  **  **“  Dnited  StateE  With  the  U8e  of 

another?XSS  ^  indi°ate  whether  “  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in 

122^  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  3  days  of  the  week 
which  includes  the  fifteenth  of  the  month.  7  eeK 

Fuel  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  each  of  the  34  large  cities. 

jLrl2gl_pf  apparel ,  housef urnishingg^and  miscellaneous  soods  and  services 
obtained  in  10  key  cities  each  555th  and  in  24  other  large  cities  qmrterlv  Prices 
are  collected  for  8  of  the  24  quarterly  cities  each  month.  cflt  pricing 

commodities  and  services  in  individual  cities  is  as  follows-  soneauj-e  tor  pricin« 


Every 

Month 

Birmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

C inc innat i 

Detroit 

Houston 

Los  Angeles 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


January,  April, 
July,  October 

Buffalo 
Denver 
Indianapolis 
Kansas  City 
Manchester 
Portland,  Oreg, 
Richmond 
Savannah 


February,  May, 
August ,  November 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

New  Orleans 

Norfolk 

Scranton 

Seattle 

Washington 


March,  June 
September,  December 

Baltimore 

Jacksonville 

Memphis 

Minneapolis 

Mobile 

Portland,  Me. 

St.  Louis 
San  Francisco 


— information  is  obtained  quarterly  in  each  citv  Tha  Rn-rann  o-p  t  c,  ,  .  . 

obtains  its  figures  on  rents  by  asking  tenants  in  a  representative  sample  of  dwell-1'8 
ings  what  rent  they  pay  and  what  facilities  and  services  are  included  in  the  renJ 

largess  incleA  r6present  a11  tenant  filings,  new  and  old,  AmaU  and 

large,  single  homes  and  apartments.  The  rents,  so  reported,  are  then  compared  with 

those  reported  by  the  tenants  for  the  same  dwellings  at  the  time  of  the  last  rent 

survey,  a  ter  adjustments  are  made  for  any  changes  in  the  facilities  (e  g  heat) 

and  services  (e.g.,  janitor  service)  included  in  the  rent.  Removal  of  ffXimes  and 

facmtA  compensating  reductions  in  rent  are  treated  as  rent  increases  w“n 

ff  tbA  AT  servlces  previously  included  in  the  contract  rent  are  added 

charge  isAeflectedT61  “  fX°eSS  °f  th®  ValUS  °f  the  additional  items,  the  excess 
Cfocf  refiect«d  as  a  rent  increase.  Just  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  groups 

In  the  rentrpaidefo;  tf  ***  °°ns™*rs'  price  lndex’  the  rent  lndex  measures  changes 
in  the  rent  paid  for  the  same  dwellings  from  one  time  to  another,  not  the  amount  of 

money  which  families  spend  for  housing.  For  example,  it  does  noi  reflect  theAos tl 

or  moved1"8 (Abetter  teDantS’  the  ohange  ln  housinS  costs  of  workers  who  have  migrated 
or  moved  to  better  or  poorer  quarters,  nor  does  it  take  into  account  deterioration 
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In  upkeep  or  service,  or  the  additional  costs  of  ’’extras”  or  premiums  charged  by 
some  landlords  when  they  rent  to  new  tenants.  A  representation  of  new  and  converted 
units  is  added  to  the  rent  samples  periodically  and  thereafter  rent  changes  for 
these  units  are  reflected  in  the  index  as  they  occur.  The  index- is  not  adjusted  to 
reflect  the  differences  between  the  rents  at  which  newly  constructed  or  converted 
dwellings  enter  the  rental  market  and  the  rents  for  comparable  existing  housing. 

The  rent  index  measures  only  changes  in  rents,  and-dpes  not  reflect  the  costs  of 
shitting  from  renting  to  owning,  or  changes  in  the  costs  of  buying  or  maintaining 
owner-occupied  nornes. 

Tables  in  this  release  contain  index  numbers  for  the  current  and  other  specified 
periods  and  show  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates. 

Table  1  shows  indexes  for  all  items  combined,  groups  and  subgroups  for  large 
cities  combined,  for  the  current  period,  a  month  ago,  3  months  ago,  a  year 
ago,  June  1946  and  August  1939* 

Table  2  shews  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  for  indexes  given  in 
Table  1. 

Table  3  shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  month  and  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  10  cities  surveyed 
monthly. 

Table  4  shows  current  indexes  for  ail  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  8  cities  surveyed  quarterly. 

Table  9  shows  indexes  for  all  items  combined  for  specified  periods  and  percent 
changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates  for  l8  cities  surveyed 
this  month. 

Table  6  shows  current  U.S.  average  prices  for  50  food  items. 

Table  7  shows  food  price  indexes  for  the  current  period,  a  month  ago  and  3 
months  ago,  and  corresponding  percent  changes  for  38  cities  for  which  only 
food  price  data  are  collected  or  for  which  complete  price  surveys  were  not 
made  this  month. 

Table  8  shows  fuel  price  indexes  for  the  current  period  and  percent  changes  to 
the  current  period  from  a  month  ago  and  3  months  ago  for  18  cities  for  which 
complete  price  surveys  were  not  made  this  month. 


/ 
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TABLE  •  -  CONSUMERS 1  PRICE  INDEX  FOP  MODERATE  -INCOME 
FAMILIES  FOP  LARGE  CITIES  COMF1  . 

,  FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES;  B T  GROUPS 

(1935-39  *  lOG.'O) 


ALL  ITEMS 


Mr  y  15 

Aug,  15 

June  15 

19  48 

1047 

1946-  ■ 

-  „  — 

J  , 

Aug.  15 

1939 


ALL  FOODS 

1  216.6 

it 

'  Cereals  &  bakery  products 

1(0.3 

Meats,  poultry  & 

fish 

267.  § 

Meats 

269.3 

Beef  8c.  veal 

236,2 

.  Pork 

246.  A 

Lamb 

266.6 

Chickens 

207.3 

Fish 

I  304 . k 

Dairy  products 

211.0 

Fgra 

* 

220.2 

Fruits  &,  vegetables 

199.6 

Fresh 

204.3 

Canned 

157.3 

Dried 

• , 

249.-2 

Beverages 

205.3 

Fats  &  oils 

197-3 

Sugai1  8g  bv  >ets 

3 

i 

1 

172.3 

APPAREL 

! 

i 

4 

199.7 

REST 

117- r 

FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  & 

ICS 

136.8 

Gas  &  electricity 

94.5 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

\ 

1 

j 

178 . 1 

EOUSEFITRNX  SHI  KGS 

i 

4 

! 

196.3 

MISCELLANEOUS 

i 

j 

152,4 

i 

i 

i 

1 

- - - - - i _ _ 

See  General  ExpLanat ion  on  page  3. 


173.7 

•  .170.5 

160, 3 

133.3 

98,6 

216.8 

•  210,9 

196.5 

145.6 

93.5 

171.0 

171 . 1 

•  155-7 

122.1 

93 , 4 

261.8 

'  244.2 

223. 4 

134.0 

95.7 

263.0 

242 . 0 

229.8 

•  120.4 

95.4 

280.9 

255.8 

230.5 

121;  2 

99.6 

233.8 

219.1 

229.3 

114,3 

88.0 

275.0 

253.5 

232-1 

139.  C 

98 . 8 

209.3 

202,1 

180.5 

162.8 

94.6 

301.6 

305.0 

262.4 

25  9,7 

9C  .  6 

209.0 

204,8 

I83 . 8 

147,8 

93,? 

204.3 

184.9 

212.3 

IA7.I 

90.7 

213.4 

213,0 

199.3 

183.5 

92.4 

223 . 2 

229.4 

202,1 

198  -  7 

92,8 

157.7 

156 . 4 

165.7 

127.5 

91  6 

248.0 

250,0 

263, 4 

M  '7,-  g 

90.3 

205.2 

204.6 

181.7 

125.4 

94.9 

200.8 

196*6 

178.5 

126.x 

84.5 

170.9 

173.  c 

179.8 

136.2 

95.6 

197.1 

I97.5 

185 , 9 

157.2 

100.3 

117.3 

116.7 

111.2 

108,5 

104.3 

134.3 

131.8 

123.8 

110.5 

57-5 

94.4 

94.1 

92.0 

'92.1 

99,0 

174.2 

168  ♦  6 

154,8 

123.4 

96,3 

195.9 

193.6 

184,2 

I56.I 

100,6 

150;  8 

147-5 

139.8 

127.9 

100.4 
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TABLE  2  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE -'INCOME 
FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*,  AND  PERCENT 
CHANGES  TO  AUGUST  15,  H43  FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 


Group 

| 

I  July  15 
1943 

| 

1- 

j  May  15 
1948 

1 

Aug.  15 
19^7 

; 

1 

June  15 
194  6 

1  -  ... 

1 

Aug.  15 

I  1939 

1 

! 

ILL  ITEMS 

0.  s 

2.3 

8.9 

30.9 

77-0 

ALL  FOODS 

j 

i  -0,1 

j 

2,7 

10.2 

48.3 

131.7 

Cereals  &  Bakery  products 

[  -0,1 

-0.2 

9-7 

39-9 

82.9 

Meats,  poultry  &  fish 

2.0 

9.3 

16,9 

99-3 

179.0 

Meats 

2,4 

11,3 

17,2 

123,7 

3.82 . 3 

Beef  &  veal 

1.9 

11.9 

24.2 

136.1 

187.3 

Pork 

5-3 

12.3 

7-3 

115.3 

179.7 

Lamb 

-3.1 

0.2 

14.9 

9.] .  8 

169.8 

Chickens 

-0.7 

2.8 

15,1 

27.6 

119-7 

Fish 

0.9 

-0.2 

16.0 

33,6 

205-6 

Dairy  products 

1,0 

3.0 

14.8 

42 , 8 

126.6 

Eggs 

7.8 

19.1 

3  7 

49.7 

142.3 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

-6.5 

-8.4 

-0.1 

8.8 

116.0 

Fresh 

-8.2 

-10.7 

1.3 

4.1 

120,7 

Canned 

Ocl 

C.9 

-4.8 

23.8 

72.3 

Dried 

0.5 

•0.3 

-5,4 

44.5 

176.0 

Beverages 

0 

0,3 

13-0 

63.7 

116,3 

Fats  8c  oils 

-1.5 

0.6 

10,8 

56.5 

134.1 

Sugar  8c  sveets 

0.8 

-0.4 

-4.2 

26,5 

80.2 

APPAREL 

< 

1.3 

l.l 

7.4 

y27.0 

99.1 

RENT 

0.3 

0.9 

5-8 

8-5 

12.8 

FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  &  ICE 

1.5 

3.8 

10.5 

23,8 

40.3 

Gas  8c  electricity 

0.1 

0.4 

2,7 

2.6 

-4.5 

Other  fuels  &  ice 

j 

2.2 

5.6 

15.I 

38.7 

84.9 

HOUSEFUR NISEI NGS 

0.2 

1,4 

6.6 

25.8 

95.1 

MISCELLANEOUS 

1,1 

3-3 

9.0 

19.2 

51.3 

See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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3  -  CONSUMERS '  PRICE  INDEXES  FOB  10  CITIES* 
k£*ra?i!r  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  JUIY  15  AND 
VulY  ±J>’  Vy  '^  T0  AUGUST  15,  igl8  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


City 


All 


Items  | Pood  Apparel i  Pent 


Enel,  Elec.  &  ice 

I  n 


Gas  &  | Other  j  House-  j  Miscel- 
Total  |  Elect-  ,  Fuels  Jfurnish-i  laaeou-; 
j  ricityj  &  Ioe“j'  ings  '  j 


Birmingham,  Ala. 

Boston,  Mass. 
Chicago,  Ill. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Detroit,  Mich. 

Hoi/  eton ,  Texas 
Lcs  Angeles,  Calif. 
Hew  York,  H.Y. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


Birmingham,  Ala.  ’  j 
Boston,  Mass.  j 

Chicago,  Ill.  , 

Cincinnati,  Ohio  '*  j 
Detroit,  Mich.  ■  | 
Houston,  Texas  •  | 
Los  Angeles,  Calif,  j 
He-w  York,  IT.  Y. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  j 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  •'  ! 


Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mas 3. 
Chicago,  Ill. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Detroit, -Mich. 
Houston,  Texas 
Los  Angeles,  Calif 
Hew  York,  H.  Y. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


179.3 

168.7 

176.8 

175.7 

176.1 

175.2 
171.0 

173 . 3 

174.8 

178.3 


..15/  1946  Indexes. (1935.39  =  10 0) 
133.7 


219.3 
208.8 
223 . 6. 
218.1 
210.1 
223.8 
212.7 
216.9 
212.5 
220.9 


207,0 

190.7 
200 6. 
197.5 

197.8 

210.9 
194 . 8 
206.3 
194.2 
229.1 


121.1 

123 .9 

119.2 


135.6 
152.3 
131.0 
l4l.i 

179.7 
98.4 
94.0 

132. .9 
142.6 

138.8 


79.6 

112.3 

83. 


-1 


95.1 

86.7 

81.8 

39.3 

100.5 

103.0 

103.4 


177.3 

173.6 

180.6 
185.0 

197.4 

146.1 

116.4 

182.5 

173.1 

199.7 


'ercent 


Changes  from  July  15 ,  log, 3 


1.3 

0.6- 

0.8 

0.1 

-0.7 

1.2 

0.1 

-0,5 

1.7 

-0.1 

-l.o 

2.2 

0.1 

-1. 5 

1.8 

0.9 

■  0.8 

1.3 

0.4 

-0.2 

-0,5 

0.4 

-0.5 

1.8 

1.1 

0.8 

0.5 

0.3 

-0.6 

2.2 

. 

0 

1.9 

0.7 

.0 

1.6 

o. 

-0,3 

1.5 

4.8 

1.2- 


0. 

0.2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

2.5 
1.2 
0  ' 

2.1 

0 

-1.4 

2.7 

7.2 

a.X 


Percent  Changes  frosi-  May  15,  . iq48 


3.2  ' 

7.6 

1.2 

2.8- 

4.8 

0.8 

2.2 

2.4 

0.7 

2.0 

2.2 

2.3 

1.7 

1.0 

1.4 

2.2  . 

2.6 

1.0 

1.1- 

0 

-0.5 

3.5* 

3.3 

2.2 

2.6-  • 

3.7 

•0.2 

2.8 

3.4 

■3.0 

0.9 

2.9- 

0 

3.9 

—  - 

2,8 

0.6 

3.6 

— 

4.2 

0 

6.5 

- 

2.5 
•  5.6 

0 

3.3 

3.9 

•0.3 

1.3 

7,3 

-  0 

17.1 

/"'»  r~ 

c.p 

-0.3 

0 

-1.4 

-  ■ 

3^6 

0.6 

5.1 

0.9  ' 

5.6- 

•  0 

8.4 

- 

3.3  • 

0..1 

6.3 

;Se©  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 


192.3 

■  179.3 

186 . 9 

I43.8 

l8o,4 

152.7 

169.6 

153.0 

207.6 

166.1 

199.3 

152. 6 

187.0  ■ 

151.7 

136.7 

157.7 

202.7 

179.7 

203.7 

176.5 

0.3 

3.8 

0.3 

0.6 

-0 . 6 

1.2 

-l.o 

0.5 

1.0 

1.3 

0.1 

1.0 

0.6 

1.0 

1.4 

1.5 

1.9 

1.0 

0.3  - 

l.o 

0.6 

7.2 

2.2 

0.6 

0.9- 

'  3.9 

-0.1 

2.7 

2.1 

2.4 

2.0 

2.3 

-0.3 

3.5 

2.2' 

7.8 

3.1 

1.6 

1.4 

1.8 
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TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS <  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  8  CITIES* 
SURVEYED  QUARTERLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  MAY  15,  1948 
TO  AUGUST  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


r 

Fuel,  Elec, 

&  Ice 

City 

AH 

Items 

! 

* 

Food 

i 

1  Apparel j 

i 

Rent 

i  Gas  & 
Total!  Elect- 
!  rlcity 

Other 
Fuels 
&  lea 

Housq- 

furnish- 

ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

August  15,  1948  Indexes  (1935-39  =  100 ) 

Atlanta,  Ga, 

176.2 

215.7 

20b.7 

120.0 

148,2  76.9 

213.8 

200.6 

155.1 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

179,3 

229.0 

196.3 

124.3 

143,6  105.6 

179.9 

184.0 

152.2 

M i lwaukfc e ,  Wise. 

174.5 

213.8 

200.3 

116.7 

145.2  104*5 

173.9 

196.4 

148,7 

New  Orleans,  La. 

179.8 

228.5 

209.1 

112,1 

113,0  75.1 

153.2 

192.7 

144.7 

150,2 

Norfolk,  Va. 

176.2 

220.5 

196.3 

115.2 

147.8  97.8 

I87.I 

195.3 

Scranton,  Pa, 

174. 7 

217.3 

205.2 

108.1 

144.5  91-8 

176.7 

134.5 

l4l.  l 

Seattle,  Wash, 

176.2 

221.9 

195.5 

122.2 

124,2  91.5 

151.4 

197.2 

154.7 

Washington,  D.  C. 

169.2 

214.9 

21Q.8 

103.5 

136.9  98,6 

162.5 

201.1 

152.1 

1 


Percent  Changes  from  May  15?  1948 


Atlanta,  Ga. 

■3  0 

3.8 

3.x 

2.1 

2.7 

0 

3-7 

4.8 

2-3 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

3.2 

5,0 

0.3 

0.3 

3,1 

'0 

4.9 

1.9 

3.4 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

2.0 

2.4 

0.4 

0.6 

4.2 

2.9 

4. 7 

1.2 

2.7 

New  Orleans,  La. 

1.9 

0  cr 

1.8 

0,8 

0.2 

0 

0.2 

2.4 

1.3 

Norfolk,  Va. 

2.5 

3.4 

1.0 

1.0 

3.1 

0 

4.5 

3.0 

2,0 

Scranton,  Pa. 

2.6 

2.4 

1*5 

1.3 

7.4 

0 

10.0 

2.0 

3.5 

Seattle,  Wash. 

lei. 

0.2 

1.9 

0.7 

1.7 

0 

2.6 

3.8 

1.8 

Washington,  D.  C. 

» 

2.5 

-0.1 

0.5 

4. 6 

4.4 

4.3 

-1.7 

2.  0 

TABLE  5  *  CONSUMERS '  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  18  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  AUGUST  15,  1948  FROM 
SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  CITIES 


Indexes, 


oity 

j  Aug.  15 
1948  i 

Aug .  1 

1947 

•AVERAGE 

!  174.5 

160.3 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

176.2 

162.2 

Birmingham,  Ala, 

179.3 

166.6 

Boston,  Mass. 

!  168.7 

154.5 

Chicago,  Ill. 

178,8 

162.7 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

1  ‘  175.7 

162.2 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

179.3 

I63.O 

Detroit,  Mich. 

176.1 

162.8 

Houston,  Texas 

175-2 

159.7 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

171.0 

157.8 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

174*5 

159.0 

New  Orleans,  La. 

179.8 

I68.5 

New  York,  N.  Y, 

173.3 

158.6 

Norfolk,  Va. 

176.2 

I63.6 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

174.8 

159.5 

Pittsburgh,  Pa, 

178.3 

164.9 

Scranton,  Pa. 

174.7 

162.8 

Seattle,  Wash. 

176,2 

161.8 

Washington.  D.  C. 

‘169.2 

159.1 

*See  General  Explanation  on  page  3, 


Percent  Change  to 
I  August  15 ,  1948  from 


June  15  j 

1946  1 

Aug ,  15 
1939. 

!  Aug,  15 

I947 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  1 

1939 

133.3 

98.6 

8.9 

30.9 

77. 0 

133.8 

98.0 

8.6  ■ 

31.7 

79.8 

136.5 

98.5 

7.6 

31.4 

82,0 

127.9 

97«1  • 

9.2 

31.9 

73-7 

130.9 

98.7 

!  9-9 

36.6 

81.2 

132, 2 

97.3 

8.3 

32.9 

80.6 

135.7 

100.0 

10. 0 

32.1 

79.3 

136.4 

98.5 

8,2 

29.I 

78.8 

130.5 

100.7 

9.7 

34.3 

74.0 

136.1 

100,5 

8.4 

25.6 

70.1 

131.2 

97.0 

9.7 

33.0 

79.9 

138.0 

99.7 

6.7 

30.3 

80.3 

135.8 

99.0 

9-3 

27.6 

75.1 

135.2 

.97.8  1 

7.7 

30.3 

80.2 

132.5 

97.6  . 

9.6 

31.9 

78.7 

134.7 

98.4 

8.1 

32.4 

81.2 

132.2 

96.0 

7.3 

32,1 

82.0 

137.0 

100.3 

8.9 

28.6 

75.7 

133-8 

98;  6, 

6.3 

26.5 

71.6 
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TABLE  6  *  AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES  OF  FOOD  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*, 

-  .948 


AUGUST  18;  1 


•  Feed  and  Unit 

Aug,  15 
Average 

i  - 

*1 

Food  and  Unit 

1 

Aug,  15 
Average 

'  •  • 

Cents 

H  -  —  ■"■■■:  - - - - - - 

1 

j 

1 

Cents 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS 

!  EGGS,  fresh,  doz. 

"'6,3 

Cereals: 

| 

Flour,  wheat,  5  lb. 

47.9 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

Corn  flakes,  11  oz. 

16.7 

Fresh: 

Corn  meal,  lb. 

11.1 

Apples,  lb. 

11.8 

Rice,  lb. 

21.6 

Bananas ,  lb . 

16.4 

Rolled  oats,  20  oz. 

17.X 

Oranges,  size  200,  doz. 

51.8 

Bakery  products: 

Esans,  green,  lb. 

19.2 

Bread,  white,  lb. 

13.9 

Cabbage,  lb. 

5.3 

Vanilla  cookies,  lb. 

44.3 

Carrots,  bunch 

9*9 

Lettuce,  head 

■11,8 

MEATS: 

•• 

Onions,  lb. 

7.3 

Beef: 

' 

Potatoes,  15  lb. 

80.3 

Round  stea£,  lb. 

101.2 

Spinach,  lb. 

1/ 

Rib  roasc,  lb. 

81.5 

Sweetpotatoes,  3.b. 

12.2 

Chuck  roast,  lb. 

72.3 

Canned: 

Hamburger,  lb. 

62.6 

Peaches,  42-1/2  can 

31.4 

vroal: 

Pineapple,  #2-l/2  cast ' 

.  37.c 

Cutlets,  lb. 

103.5  |  Corn,  #2  con 

19.7 

Pork: 

]!  Peas,  #2  can 

15. 1 

Chops,  Id. 

91.1 

Tomatoes,  #2  can 

16.4 

Bacon,  sliced,  lb. 

78.6 

Dried: 

- 

Ham,  whole,  lb. 

73  •  8 

Prunes,  lb. 

•  20.8 

Salt  pork,  lb. 

40.5 

Navy  beans,  lb. 

•  23.O 

Lamb: 

L@g,  lb. 

76.9 

BEVERAGES : 

Poultry: 

Coffee,  lb. 

51. 5 

Roasting  chickens,  lb. 

62.7 

Fish: 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

Salmon,  pink,  i 6  oz.  can 

'  54.7 

Lard,  lb. 

29-4 

. 

Shortening,  hydrogenated,  lb. 

43.4 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS : 

I 

Salad  dressing,  pt. 

40.8 

Butter,  lb. 

89.4 

Ole omargar ine ,  lb , 

42.9 

Cheese,  lb. 

69.8 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered),  qt. 

•  22.1  ! 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS : 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery)  qt. 

•  21, 3 

Sugar,  Lb. 

9*3 

Milk,  evaporated,  14-1/2  oz.can  lp.6 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3, 
1/  Inadequate  reports. 
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TABLE  7  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICE  IBEXES  FOR  33  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  JULY  15  AND  MAY  15,  1948 
TO  AUGUST  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES 


T 

Indexes  (1935- 

39  =  100) 

j  Percent  Change  to 
!  August  15,  1948  from 

City 

Aug.  15 

July  15 

May  15 

July  15 

May  15 

1948 

1948 

1948 

1948 

1948 

Baltimore,  Md. 

228.9 

f  ' 

227.7 

221.6 

0.5 

3.3 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

214.6 

214.4 

207.5 

0.1 

3.4 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

213.0 

|  212.9 

207.9 

0 

2.5 

Butte,  Mont. 

215.1 

i  216.6 

207.4 

-0.7 

3.7 

Cedar  Rapids,  I ova  l/ 

222.2 

224.4 

219.7 

-1.0 

1.1 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

208.0 

211.4 

206.7 

-1.6 

0.6 

Columbus,  Ohio 

202.2 

201.9 

i 

195.3 

0.1 

3.5 

Dallas,  Texas 

215.2 

213.3 

210.5 

0.9 

2.2 

Denver,  Cold. 

213.1 

217.0 

213.3 

-1.8 

-0.1 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

213.5 

214.1 

207.2 

-0.3 

3.0 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

217.1 

212.6 

208.0 

2.1 

4.4 

Jackson,  Miss,  l/ 

220.6 

220.8 

218.0 

-0.1 

1.2 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

220.7 

222.8 

217.3 

-0.9 

1.6 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

205.4 

204.4 

202.2 

0.5 

1.6 

Knoxville,  Tenn.  l/ 

244.6 

241.7 

236.2 

1.2 

3.6 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

212.4 

213.4 

209.2 

-0. 5 

1.5 

Louisville,  Ky. 

207.4 

206.8 

201.6 

0.3 

2.9 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

217.8 

218.4 

208.9 

-0.3 

4.3 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

227.1 

229.8 

223.2 

-1. 2 

1.7 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

209.2 

.  208.2 

206.0 

0.5 

1.6 

Mobile,  Ala. 

222.7 

222.5 

217.0 

0.1 

2.6 

Newark,  N.  J. 

212.6 

212.8 

204.7 

-0.1 

3*9 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

205.6 

208.3 

201.2 

-1.3 

2.2 

Omaha,  Nebr. 

211.1 

208.6 

207.2 

1.2 

1.9 

Peoria,  Ill. 

230.8 

224.9 

223.8 

2.6 

3.1 

Portland,  Me. 

209.8 

209.7 

199.4 

0 

5.2 

Portland,  Oreg.  j 

234.1 

233.7 

229.5 

0.2 

2.0 

Providence,  R.  I. 

227.2 

224.9 

217.9 

1.0 

4.3 

Richmond,  Va. 

211.7 

209.4  'j 

203.4 

1.1 

4.1 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

209.7 

211.2 

205.1 

-0.7 

2.2 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

225.3 

224.2 

213.2 

0.5 

3.3 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

2C4,5 

204.7 

203.5 

-0.1 

0.5 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

216.0 

217.1 

216.8 

-0.5 

-0.4 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

224.3 

223.2 

223.4 

0.5 

0.4 

Savannah,  Ga. 

223.3 

228.3 

223.3 

-2.2 

0 

Springfield,  Ill. 

227.0 

1 

224  -  9 

219.3 

0.9 

3.5 

Wichita,  Kans.  1 / 

I 

224.7 

226.7 

225.3 

-0.9 

-0.3 

Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  l/ 

215.8 

i 

i 

212.  q 

l 

208.4 

.  i 

1.4 

3.6 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
l/  June  1940  =  100. 
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TABLE  8  -  RETAIL  FUEL,  ELECTRICITY  AND  ICE  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  16  CITIES* 

AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  MAY  15  AND  JULY  15,  1948 
TO  AUGUST  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES 


City 

Index  Aug.  15,  1948 
(1935-39  =  100) 

Percent  Change  to  August 

15 >  1948  from 

J_ July- 15  j 

1948 

May  15.  1948 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elec. 

Other 

Fuels 
&  Ice 

Total 

"Gas 

Elec 

&  i  Other 
.  j  Fuels 
!  &  Ice 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elec. 

Other 
Fuels 
&  Ice 

Baltimore,  Md. 

148.1 

121.8 

169.3 

2.6 

0.5 

3.9 

■ - -  ■„  - 

6.1 

- - - — t 

0.8 

9  9 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

139.1 

96,0 

177.4 

0 

0 

0 

6.4 

0 

9  8 

Denver,  Colo. 

111.9 

69.2 

160.5 

2.4 

0 

3.5 

4  9 

0 

V  "5 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

154.0 

86.6 

193.6 

1.2 

0 

1.5 

3.7 

\J 

0 

(  •  J 

4.6 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

147.3 

100.2 

188.1 

0 

0 

0 

3  4 

0 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manchester,  N.  H. 

127.6 

155.7 

66. 7 

94,6 

183.2 

186.2 

0.5 

1.9 

0,5 

0 

0,4 

2.4 

5.7 

3.2 

0.3 

0 

-9.9 

7.6 

4  0 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

134.9 

77.0 

166.9 

5.3 

0 

6.7 

5.4 

0 

6.9 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

139.5 

75.8 

180.8 

1.0 

0 

1.3 

3.1 

-3  4 

9  9 

Mobile,  Ala. 

129.4 

84.0 

164.7 

1.3 

0 

1.7 

0.6 

j  •  *+ 

0 

O  9 

Portland,  Me. 

150.7 

IC8.5 

171.3 

3.9 

8.1 

2.7 

4.9 

8.0 

u.  y 

4  1 

Portland,  Oreg. 

127.3 

94.9 

168.1 

0.5 

-0.8 

1.4 

0,9 

-0.6 

1.9 

Richmond,  Va. 

142 . 3 

95.6 

170.8 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3.3 

0 

il  S 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

138.3 

94.1 

177.4 

0,9 

0 

1.3 

3.6 

0 

5  4 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

83.1 

72.7 

126.9 

0 

0 

0 

•J  • 

0.4 

0 

J*1* 

Savannah,  Ga. 

153.3 

91.2 

189,4 

1 

1 

1.3 

0 

1.7 

4.2 

0 

90 

5.5 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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September  15,  1948 


q^^ers  •  Price  Index  Unchanged  Between  August  15  and  September  15,  1948 

But  Retail  Food  Prices  Decline 


large  cities  were  ScW^on  the  seTviceJ  bou8ht  by  moderate-income  families  in 
according  to  ^  3^6^  L^bor  Sta^stfL  P  4°  September  15>  1948' 

sumers’  price  index  on  September  15,  1943  remained  ^174?  °f  P®  C°n"  ' 

average,  interrupting  a  continuous  advance  of  f?ve  month-  rt  th*  1935'39 

higher  than  a  year  ago,  30.9  percent  above  jLe  194S  and‘?7  0  ner  VBTC^l 

August  1939  level.  A  decline  of  0  6  percent  in  V7*0  percent  over  the 

higher  prices  for  all  other  major  prours  U  prlces  of  food  vas  offset  by 

advanced  0.7  nercent  durlrx?  +h*=>  %-v,  iPParel  prices  and  residential  rents 

sr“M8“s,“*oTS4S**sr£«a;  ~  °-9  r°-t: 

were  0.2  percent  higher  on  the  average.  '  miscellaneous  goods  and  services 

the  usual  seasonal°movement^  touring  ^l^£o1fl^2S^Wlb?r  P’  to 

average.  It  was  nevertheless  5  7  percent  M  *  w  4  5  Per°ent  °f  tbe  19^39 

June  1946;  and  130.2  percent  oveJ  the  August  1930  ^evel  4?’8  percent  abOTe 

the  drop  this  month  were  decreases  J  i  o  939  ±evel*  Primarily  responsible  for 

1.1  percent  for  pricl Tit d^prodL1;  ? JTot h!*  and  ^etable  p^*> 

fish.  In  addition,  fats  and  oils  a'6  percent  for  meats,  poultry,  and 

bakery  products  were  down  0.1  percent  E pa  perceat;  and  Prices  of  cereals  and 
month,  lees  than  the  usual  seasonal  rise  Sf  prloes  advanced  2.9  percent  during  the 
and  beverages  were  0.1  percent  higher.  ’  USai>  ^  BVeets  Prices  rose  0.5  percent, 

for  cheeseC^era;haeroC??serMgherCp"::8S  ^  ^  and  ^  percent 

veal  prices  averaged  1.9  percent  lower  tt.r  fv  ***  evaporated  Beef  and 

3.8  percent.  Higher  prices  were  reported  for  cMckel,  4^ 

the  usual  decline  °infSeptember!S  Decrees  “of S?6dp°Pped  2;5  percent>  much  more  than 
potatoes,  12.5  percent  for  onions  in  ?  d6;7  per?erit  were  reported  for  sweet - 

and  3.7  percent  for  apples.  Prices  wire" h .  °f n  ,-/r  sPlnaoh>  5-7  percent  for  potatoes, 
"while  dried  fruit  and  vegetable  nnVP  higher  for  canned  peaches  and  pineapple, 

for  oleomargarine  (dovn  2  3  percent)  Ind^h  ™chan&’ef  on  the  average.  Lover  prices 
offset  small  increases  (?OW*  1*1  P^cent)  more  than 

food  prices  decreased  from  lugust 15  to  Sep'mbeTib  £  to  if®1*1®8  SUr^ed>  ' 
were  unchanged  in  4.  P  ^ n  v9  cities,  rose  in  3>  and 
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The  index  of  apparel  -prices  continued  to  advance  from  mid-August  to  mid- 
September,  as  higher  prices  were  .reported,  for. men’s  overcoats  and  suits,  women’s 
wool  dresses,  and  boys'  wool  suits  and  shirts.  The  apparel  price  index  on  September 
15,  1948,  was  201.0  percent  of  the  1935" 39  average  and  100.4  percent  higher  than  in 
August  15,  1939*  Apparel  prices  rose  during  the  month  in  9  of  the  10  cities  surveyed 
in  both  August  and  September,  with  increases  of  1  percent  or  more  in  Birmingham, 
Chicago,  Houston,  New  York,  and  Pittsburgh. 


The  fuel,  electricity,  and  refrigeration  group  index  rose  0.4  percent  from 
August  19  to  September  15.  Increased  rates  for  gas  in  Savannah  were  primarily 
responsible  for  a  rise  of  0.1  percent  in  the  gas  and  electricity  subgroup.  Prices 
of  other  fuels  were  0.5  percent  higher  on  the  average,  reflecting  higher  prices  for 
anthracite;,  bituminous  coal  and  fuel  oil.  Ice  prices  rose  0.2  percent  during  the 
month.  '  "  * 


,  .  Housefumishings  prices  continued  to  advance  between  mid-August  and  mid- 

September.  Higher  prices  were  reported  for  bedroom  furniture,  electric  refrigerators, 
and '  washing  machines.  ....  ' 

The  rise  of  0.2  percent- in  the  group  index  for  miscellaneous  goods  and 
services  resulted  chiefly  from  higher  prices  for  automobiles.  Slightly  lever  prices 
were  reported-  for  soap  and  household  paper.  .  -u  v  • 

,  The  0.7  percent  rise  in  residential  rants  from  mid-August  to  mid-September, 
reflected  continuation  of  upward  adjustments  under  the  rent,  regulations  and  much 
larger  increases  for  decontrolled  units.  In  the  11  cities  surveyed  by  the  Bureau, 
rent  increases  from  June  15  to  September  15  ranged  from  0.6  percent  in  Minneapolis 
and,  Portland,  Maine  to  2.8  percent  in  St.  Louis.  Increases  of  1  percent  or  more 
vere  reported  in  Baltimore,  Mobile, .Chicago,  Cincinnati,  Boston,  and  Jacksonville. 


•  On  October  24,  immediately  upon  completion  of  .the  calculations,':  '  •  * 

t  the  Bureau  released.  the  September  1948  .Consumers '  Price  Index  Tor  large  •  : 

: cities  combined  and  for  each  of  the  18  cities  through  the  public  'pres3.  . 
.•Because  of  the  very  large  number  of  people,.. on  the  Bureau’s  mailing  list,  : 

: about  a  week  is  required  to  reproduce  and  distribute  this  detailed  report.: 
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GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


September  1948 


»f 


z^^zXoTtt  Hv2/L:f''r:et:3'ureor:  farame?  in  iaree  cities’" 

goods,  rents  and  services  bought  bv  fAn-rn  *  verLSe  changes  in  retail  prices  of 
workers  in  large  cities.  T ime-tr -V-?  ,  68  of.wage  earr*erG  and  moderate- income 

are  weighted  by  1934~36*ave-rA£rp  P  -^e  c  anges  m  the  prices  of  goods  and  services 
$15^4  in  1934-36  ^  git-  (into  g  xpenuitures  of  families  whose  incomes  averaged 
population  weights . d&ta  Sre  ocmblned  *he  United  States  with  the  use""? 

another?*'*  *°  “*  lndlCate  Whether  “  coste  “°re  to  live  in  one  city  than  in 

dUriD6  ^  firSt  3  week 

iS  "F6  f  £**?  CitieS‘  (E«eCtiVe  Wlth 

designated  "Fuel,  Ele^rJcSyflnd  Eefr^erat^on  &nd  Ice”  wil1  ba 

items  included  in  the  erov-n  " rieerat^on*  Nu  change  has  been  made  in  the 

for  "Fuel,  Electricityf  and’lce  "  The^h^"1^^  ^  those  Previously  published 
discontinued,  and  separate  indexes  will  be^presented^ or^OTh^ F^elc "^‘“Ice . " ) 

kilned  ino'teycmef^cr^rt^^  are 

are  collected  for  8  of  the  2k  nuarter^  ■„  f  l!uge  cJ tles  -quarterly.  Prices 
commodities  and  services  in  individual  cities^Hs  f^uL:^  SChedUle  f°r  priolng 


Every 

Month 

Birmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

C inc innat i 

Detroit 

Houston 

Los  Angeles 

Hew  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


January,  April, . 
July,  October 

Buffalo 
Denver 
Indianapolis 
Kansas  City 
Manchester 
Portland,  Greg. 
Richmond 
Savannah 


February,  May, 
August ,  November 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

New  Orleans 

Norfolk 

Scranton 

Seattle 

Washington 


March,  June, 
September,  December 

Balt imore 

Jacksonville 

Memphis 

Minneapolis 

Mobile 

Portland,  Me. 

St.  Louis 
San  Francisco 


obtains  its  figures'  on  rents^y  eskin^terMtr^  ^  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistic 

ings  what  rent  they  pay  and  what  facmt?^  „  d  &  representative  sample  of  dwell- 
The  samples  are  chosen  to  represeht  all  tL  Jt  JT1066  are  lncluded  in  tbe  rent, 
large,  single  hemes  and  apartments  ThJ  dweUlnS0»  new  and  °ld,  small  and 

those  reported  by  the  tenants  for  tho  r  d  3 , 3 °  reP°rted,  are  then  compared  with 
survey,  after  adjustments^  made  forTv  cL  tlne  °f  the  last  rent 

ana  services  (e.g.,  janitor  service)  inSuded  ^L  facllitiea  (e.g.,  heat) 

When  facilities  or  services  not  !  are  treated  aa  rent  increases. 

if  the  rent  is  increased  to  excess  lf  theL^^^f +,ln  tb?.C°ntraot  r*nt  are  added, 

charge  is  reflected  as  a  rent  increase  JusJn  °f  addltional  items,  the  excess 

(food,  apparel,,  etc.)  of  thf  c  S  1  *7ct  todex  tLTVf  ^  *roUps 

prloe  index,  the  rent  todex  measures  changes 
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in  the  rent  paid  for  the  same  dwellings  from  one  time  to  another,  not  the  amount  of 
money  which  families  spend  for  housing.  For  example,  it  does  not  reflect  the  costs 
of  repairs  made  by  tenants,  the  change  in  housing  coots  of  workers  who  have  migrated 
or  moved  to  better  or  poorer  quarters,  nor  does  it  take  into  account  deterioration 
in  upkeep  or  service,  or  the  additional  costs  of  "extras"  or  premiums  charged  by 
seme  landlords  when  they  rent  to  new  tenants.  A  representation  of  new  and  converted 
units  is  added  to  the  rent  samples  periodically  and  thereafter  rent  changes  for 
these  units  are  reflected  in  the  index  as  they  occur.  The  index  is  not  adjusted  to 
reflect  the  differences  between  the  rents  at  which  newly  constructed  or  converted 
dwellings  enter  the  rental  market  and  the  rents  for  comparable  existing  housing. 

The  rent  .index  measures  only  changes  in  rents,  and  does  not  reflect  the  costs  of 

shifting  from  renting  to  owning,  or  changes  in  the  coots  of  buying  or  maintaining 
owner -occupied  home  s . 

Tables  _in  obis  release  contain  index  numbers  for  the  current  and  other  specified, 
periods  and  show  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates. 

shows  indexes  for  all  items  combined,  groups  and  subgroups  for  large 
cities  combined,  forth©  current  period,  a  month  ago,  3  months  ago,  a  year 
ago,  June  1946  and  August  1939* 

shows  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  for  indexes  given  in 

chows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 

changes  over  the  month  and  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  10  cities  surveyed 
monthly. 

^ufole_ -4  shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  0  cities  surveyed  auarterly. 

shovs  Indexes  for  all  items  combined  for  .specified  periods  and  percent 
changes  to  the  cu:  \t  period  from  specified  dates  for  18  cities  surveyed 
this  month. 

Table  6  shows  current  ^.S.  average  prices  for  50  food  items.  ■  \ 

shows  food  price  indexes  for  the  current  period,  a  month  ago  and  3  <  •  ' 
months  ago,  and  corresponding  percent  changes  for  38  cities  for  which  only 

food  price  data  are  collected  or  for  which  complete  price  surveys  were  not 
made  this  month,  .  . 

shows  fuel  price  indexes  for  the  current  period  and  percent  changes  to 
the  current  period  from  a  month  ago  and  3  months  ago  for1 18  cities  for  which  : 
complete  price  surveys  were  not  made  this  month.  • 
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TABLE  1  -  CC  NSTJMERS  '  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE  -INCOME 
FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*. 

FOR  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
(1935-39  »  190.0) 


-ALL  ITEMS 
ALL  FOODS 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 
Meats,  poultry  &  fish 
Meats 

Beef  &  veal 

Pork 

Lamb 

Chickens 

Fish 

Dairy  products 
Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sveets 

APPAREL 

RENT 

FUEL,  ELEC.  8c  REFRIGERATION* 
Gas  &  electricity 
Other  fuels 
Ice 

HOUSEFURNI  SHI  NG3 
MISCELLANEOUS 


17^0  17^.5  171.7 

215.2  216.6  214.1 

170.7  170.8  171.2 

265.3  267.0  255.1 

265.9  269.3  255.2 

280.8  286.2  273.9 

247.9  246.1  223.5 

256.6  266.6  271.2 

209.4  207.8  207.6 

314.9  304.4  299.3 

208.7  211.0  205.9 

226.6  220.2  194.2 

195.8  199.6  214.9 

199-6  204.8  225.2 

159.0  157.8  157.4 

249.1  249.2  248.0 

205.6  205.3  205.1 

196.8  197.8  200.5 

173.2  172.3  170.6 


201.0 

199-7 

196.9 

H8.5 

117-7 

117.0 

137.3 

94.6 

191.0 

137.6 

136.8 

94.5 

190.1 

137-3 

132.6 

94.2 

I80.6 

134.2 

198.1 

196.3 

194.8 

152.7 

152.4 

147-5. 

Sept.  15  June  15  Aug.  15 
19^7  1946  1939 


163.8 

133.3 

9  8.6 

203.5 

145.6 

93.5 

157.8 

122.1 

93.4 

240.6 

134.0 

95.7 

241.9 

120.4 

95.4 

239.7 

121.2 

99.6 

245.9 

114.3 

88.0 

244.0 

139.0 

98.8 

191.4 

162.8 

94.6 

275.7 

219.7 

99.6 

195.2 

147.8 

93.1 

235.9 

,  147.1 

90.7 

198.2 

183.5 

92.4 

202.4 

196.7 

92.8 

157.3 

127.5 

91.6 

261.2 

172.5 

90.3 

I87.O 

125.4 

94.9 

176.6 

126.4 

84.5 

181.1 

136.2 

95.6 

187.6 

157.2 

100.3 

113.6 

108.5 

104.3 

124.6 

IIO.5 

97.5 

92.1 

92.1 

99.0 

164.0 

133.0 

95.2 

129.6 

115.1 

100.0 

187.5 

156.1 

100.6 

140.8 

127.9 

100.4 

*  See  General  Explanation 


on  page  3. 
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TABLE  2  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE  -INCOME 
FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*,  AND  PERCENT 
CHANGES  TO  SEPTEMBER  15,  1948  FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 


Group 

Aug.  15 
1948 

June  15 
1948 

Sept.  15 

1947 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 

1939 

ALL'  ITEMS 

*  d 

1.6 

6.5 

30.9 

77.0 

ALL  FOODS 

-0.6 

0.5 

5.7 

47.8 

130.2 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

-0.1 

-0.3 

8.2 

39-8 

82.8 

Meats,  poultry  &  fish 

-0.6 

4.0 

10.3 

98.0 

177.2 

Meats 

-1.3 

4.2 

9.9 

120.8 

178.7 

Beef  &  veal  ■ 

-1.9 

2 .5 

17.I 

131.7 

I8I.9 

Pork 

0.7 

10.9 

0.8 

116.9 

181.7 

Lemb 

-3.3 

-5*4 

5.2 

84.6 

159 . 7 

Chickens 

0.8 

0.9 

9.4 

2  8.6 

121.4 

Fish 

3.^ 

5.2 

14.2 

43-3 

216.2 

'--'-Dairy  products 

-1.1 

1.4 

6.9 

41.2 

124.2 

Eggs 

2.9 

16.7 

-3-9 

54.0 

149.8 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

-1*9  • 

-8.9 

-1.2 

6.7 

111.9 

Fresh 

-2.5 

-11.4 

-1.4 

1.5  • 

115.1 

Canned 

0.3 

1.0 

1.1 

24.7 

73.6 

Dried 

0 

0.4 

-4.6 

44.4 

175.9 

Beverages 

0.1 

0.2 

9-9 

64.0 

116.6 

Fo.ts  &  oils  -•  : 

-0.5  •' 

-1.8 

11.4 

55.7 

132.9 

Sugar  &  sweets 

0.5  • 

1.5 

-4.4 

27.2 

81.2 

APPAREL  * 

0.7 

2.1 

7.1 

27.9 

100.4 

RENT 

0.7 

1.3 

4.3 

9.2 

13.6 

FUEL,  ELEC.  &  REFRIGERATION* 

0.4 

3.5 

10.2 

24.3 

4o.8 

Gas  &  electricity 

0.1  • 

0.4 

2.7 

2.7 

-4.4 

Other  fuels 

0.5 

5.3 

16.5 

43.6 

100.6 

Ice 

••  0.2 

2.5 

6.2 

19.5  • 

37.6 

EOUSEFURNT  SHTNGS 

:■  0.9' 

1.7 

5.7 

26.9 

96.9 

MISCELLANEOUS 

...  i  *.  •  f 

0.2 

4 

3 .5 

8.5 

19.4 

52.1 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 


,  P«*«*  7 

,3,  '  CC-NSUM5’T,S  '  PRICE  INEEXES  FOH  10  CITIES*  Sept®mber  1948 

sis  mm 

*  *  *  ) 


City 


Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Chicago/  Ill. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
’  Detroit,  Mich.  < 
Houston ,  Texas 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
‘New  York,  N.  Y. 
•Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Chicago,  Ill. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Texas 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  "• 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


All1, 

Items 


f 

»  r  * '  '**  »  v  '  • 

•* '  i.  * 

F^el,  Elec.  & 
Befricerat/ion# 

i  1 1  ~ 

t 

Food  | 

L 

Apparel 

4 

...  Bent 

•  .  *i 

Total 

•Gas  & 

Elect- 

ricity 

House - 
furnish- 

■ings , 

Miscel¬ 
laneous  1 

September  lt>.  1948  TndPTqB  (1935-XO  ,  IQQ^ 


178.6 

I69.O 

I79.4 

176.3 
175-4 

175.4 
171.0 
173-3 
174.8 
178.3 


216.3 

207.2 

221.4 
218.0 
207.6 
223-7 
212.1 

216.2 
212.0 

219.5 


209.0 

192.3 

203.6 

198.1 

198. 5 

213.2 

194.5 
202.9 
195.0 
232.8 


135.6 
114.6  153.0 

133-7  131.5 
114.1  141.8 

150.6 
99.6 

-  94.0 


79-6 
112 . 5 
83.5 
95.1 

87.3 
81.8 

89.3 
133.3  100.6 
142.6  103 TO 

138.8  103.4 


Percent  Changes  from  August  15.  iq43 


192.1 

18-9.4 

183.4 

190.3 

206.4 

198.4 
I89.O 

187. 5 

204.6 
205.0 


149-3 

144.7 

154.8 

153-9 

166.5 

152.5 

152.1 

157.0 

150.0 

146.6 


0.2 


Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Chicago,  Ill. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Texas 
Dos  Angeles,  Calif. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


Percent  Changes  from  .Tune  15r  1  o4ft 


o  o 


See  General  Explanation  on  page  3, 
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TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  8  CITIES* 
SURVEYED  QUARTERLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  JUNE  15,  1948 
TO  SEPTEMBER  15,  19^8,  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


City 

All 

Items 

Food 

Apparel 

Rent 

Fuel,  Elec.  & 
Refrigeration* 

•  Gas  & 
Total j  Elect - 
j  ricity 

House - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

- 

Miscel* 

laneouf 

September  15,  1948  Indexes  (1935-39  =  100) 

r 

Baltimore,  Md. 

179.2 

228.7 

200.8 

115.6 

148.0 

121.3. 

.  203.5 

149. o1 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

179.1 

219.3 

197.7 

127.1 

146.9 

100.2 

186.3 

160.1 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

177.1 

227.8 

210.5 

128.0 

135.0 

77-0 

180.7 

141.4 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

173-8 

206.0 

205.9 

126.6 

139.6 

75.8 

195.2 

159.9 

Mobile,  Ala. 

177.3 

222.1 

206.7 

125.5 

129.8 

84.0 

178.6 

145.1 

Portland,  Me. 

170.7 

207.0 

200.6 

112.4 

154.4 

IO8.5 

191.2 

151.0 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

175.0 

223.0 

202.2 

119.6 

138.3 

94.1 

174.8 

144.9 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

177.1 

224.2 

196.7 

115,3 

83.1 

72.7 

165.2 

162.4 

- 

Percent  Changes  from  June 

15,  1948 

Baltimore,  Md. 

1.8 

1.5 

1.2 

1.0 

4.0 

-0.3 

1.7 

2.4 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

*  0.4  • 

-1.6 

2.0 

2.3 

1.2 

0 

0.8 

2.2 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

1.4 

0.5 

0.7 

0.9 

5.4 

0 

0.2 

3-1 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

1.4 

-0.1 

1  0.7 

0.6 

0.3 

-3.4 

2.4 

4.9* 

Mobile,  Ala.  •  ;  ; 

'2.2  - 

1.0 

2.2 

1.2 

.  2.0 

0 

3-0 

5.0 

Portland,  Me.  -• 

,  '2.0 

1.4 

1.7  . 

0.6  . 

;  6.8 

8.0 

0.8 

2.4 

St.  Louis,  Mo. ...  •  • 

•  -1.7 

0.5 

•  2.7  •• 

2 . 8 

2.5 

0 

2.2 

2.9 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

1.7 

1.2 

3.1 

0.7 

0 

0 

2.4 

2.3 

r  * 

■  -  ;J  -  •  • 

====** 

TABLE  5  -  CONSUMERS'  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  18  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES-  TO  SEPTEMBER ‘''15,  1948  FROM 
SPECIFIED  DATES,  -BY  CITIES 


'  City 


Indexes,  1935-39  -  100 


1948 


Sept,-  15  June  15 

A.ug.  15 

Sept.  15 

June  15 

19^7  -1946 

LJ11939 

1947 

1946 

Percent  Changes  to 


Aug.  15 

1232, 


AVERAGE  “ 

Baltimore,  Md. 
Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 

Chicago,  Ill. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Detroit, '  Mich. 
Houston,.,  Texas 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Mobile,  Ala. 

Nev  York,  N.  Y.  • 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Portland,  Me, 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 


rl74.5 

163.8 

133.3 

.'98.6 

6.5 

.  •  30.  9 

77.0 

179.2 

167.8 

135.6 

98.7 

6.8 

32.2 

81.6 

178.6 

169.1 

136.5 

98.5 

5.6 

30.8 

81.3 

169.0. 

158.6 

•127.9 

97.1 

6.6 

32.1 

74.0 

•  179-4 

168.3 

130.9 

98.7 

6.6 

37.1 

81.8 

176.3 

166. 3 

132.2 

•97.3 

6.0 

33.4 

81.2 

•175-4 

.  164.2 

136.4 

'  .98.5 

6.8 

28.6 

78.1 

175-4 

1  162.1 

130.5 

100.7 

8.2 

•34.4 

74.2 

179.1  1 

168.5 

138.4 

.98.5 

6.3 

29.4 

81.8 

171.0 

l6l.  6 

136.a 

100.5 

5.8 

25.6 

70.1 

•  177.1 

169.0 

134.5 

97-8 

4.8 

31.7 

81.1 

173.8 

162.1  • 

129.4 

99-7 

7.2 

34.3 

74.3 

177.3 

164.3  . 

132-9 

98,6 

7.9 

33.4 

79-8 

173.3 

161.9 

135-8 

99-0  • 

7-0. 

'  27.6 

75.1 

174.8 

163.2 

132  >5 

97.8 

7.1-.  -  • 

31.9 

78.7 

178.3 

168.2 

134.7 

98.4 

6.0 

32.4 

81.2 

170.7 

-  159.2 

'  128.7 

97.1 

7.2 

32.6 

75-8 

175.0 

165.4 

131.2. 

98.1  • 

■!.'  5*8 

33.4 

78.4 

177.1 

165.7 

137.8 

99.3 

— 1-..9 

28.5 

78.3 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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TABLE  6  -  AVERAGE  FRICES  OF  FOOD  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*, 

SEPTEMBER  15,  1948 


Food  and  Unit 


Sept.  15 
Average 


Cents 


Food  and  Unit 


Sept.  15 
Average 


EGGS,  fresh,  doz. 


Cents 


78.4 


CEREALS  AID  BAKERY  PRODUCTS 
Cereals : 


Flour,  wheat,  5  lb. 

47.8 

Corn  flakes,  11  oz. 

16.7 

Corn  meal,  lb. 

11.0 

Rice,  lb. 

21.6 

Rolled  oats,  20  oz. 

17.1 

Bakery  products: 

Bread,  'white,  lb. 

13.9 

Vanilla  cookies,  lb. 

44.4 

MEATS : 

Beef: 

Round  steak,  lb. 

98.9 

Rib  roast,  lb. 

79.9 

Chuck  roast,  lb. 

70.7 

Hamburger,  lb. 

61.6 

Veal: 

Cutlets,  lb. 

103.1 

Pork: 

Chops ,  lb . 

91.8 

Bacon,  sliced,  lb. 

79.0 

Ham,  whole,  lb. 

74.4 

Salt  pork,  lb. 

40.9 

Lamb: 

Leg,  lb. 

74.0 

Poultry:  ‘A. 

Roasting  chickens,  lb. 

63.2 

Fish: 

Salmon,  pink,  l6  oz.  can  56.3 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

Butter,  lb. 

84.7 

Cheese,  lb. 

68.7 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered), 

qt .  22.7 

Milk,  fresh  ( grocery), qt 

21.4 

Milk,  evaporated,  14-1/2 

oz.can  15.8 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

Fresh: 

Apples,  lb.  11-3 

Bananas ,  lb .  16 . 3 

Oranges,  size  200,  doz.  52.9 

Beans,  green,  lb.  18.7 

Cabbage,  lb.  5.2 

|  Carrots,  bunch  10.2 

|  Lettuce,  head  12.9 

Onions,  lb.  6.4 

Potatoes,  15  lb.  75.7 

Spinach,  lb.  13.2 

Sweetpctatoes,  lb.  10. 2 

Canned: 

Peaches,  #2-l/2  can  31.8 

Pineapple,  #2-l/2  can  38. 0 

Corn,  #2  can  19.8 

Peas,  #2  can  1  15.3 

Tomatoes,  #2  can  16.5 

Dried: 

Prunes,  lb.  20.9 

Navy  beans,  lb.  22.9 

BEVERAGES : 

Coffe,  lb.  51.6 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

Lard,  lb.  29.6 

Shortening,  hydrogenated,  lb.  43.0 
Salad  dressing,  pt.  40.8 

Oleomargarine,  lb.  4l.9 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS : 

Sugar,  lb.  9.3 


*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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TABLE  7  "  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  30  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGER  FROM  AUGUST  lp  AND  JUNE  15,  1948 
TO  SEPTEMBER  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES 


City 

Indexes  (1935-89 

»* 

=  100) 

Percept  Change  to 

Sept.  IS,  1948  from 

Sept.  15 
1948 

Aur .  15 
. 1548 

J.ufce  15 

1948 

Aug.  15 
1940 

June  15 
1948 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

214.2 

215.7 

209.9 

-G.7 

2.0 

3r id  geport. ,  C onn . 

212.7 

214.6 

210.3 

-0.9 

1.1 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

210.2. 

213.0 

211.6 

-1.4 

-0.7 

Butte,  Mont. 

214.5 

215.1 

214.7 

-0.3 

-0.1 

Cedar  Rapids,  I ova  1/ 

220.2 

222.2 

224.3 

-0.9 

-1.8 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

20f.7 

208.0 

208.1 

-0.1 

-0.2 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

225.6 

229.  Q 

223.7 

-1.5 

0.8 

Doluabus,  Ohio 

200.8 

202.2 

199.2 

-0.7 

0.3 

Dallas,  Texas 

217.3 

215.2 

210.3 

1.0 

3<1 

Denver,  Colo. 

210.5 

213.1 

216.5 

-1.2 

-2.8 

Jail  River,  Mass. 

211.6 

213.5 

211.3 

-0.9 

0.1 

Endianapclie,  Ind. 

216.0 

217.1 

211.5 

-0.5 

2.1 

Jackson,  Miss. 

220,7 

220,6 

216.7 

0 

1.8 

Cans as  City,  Mo. 

204.4 

205.4 

204.4 

-0.5 

0 

vnoxville,  Term.  1/ 

241.6 

244.6 

238.4 

•  1 .  P 

1,3 

kittle  Rock,  Ark. 

212.0 

212.4 

210.0 

-0.2 

1.0 

xuiovilie,  Ky. 

207.2 

207.4 

203.8 

-0.1 

1.7 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

215.5 

217.8 

213.0 

-1.1 

1.2 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

2l6, 3 

210.8 

215.3 

-1.1 

0.5 

fevark,  N.  J. 

211.1 

212.6 

209.9 

-0.7 

0.6 

lev  Haven,  Conn. 

205.3 

205.6 

205.4 

-e.i 

0 

fev  Orleans,  La. 

227.7 

228.5 

227.3 

-0.4 

0.2 

Norfolk,  Va. 

22Q.2 

220.5 

214.4 

-0.1 

2.7 

'maha,  Kobr . 

210.3 

211,1 

210.1 

-0.4 

fc.l 

>eoria,  Ill. 

230.3 

239.8 

227.3 

-0.2 

1.3 

' or t land,  Or eg. 

231.4 

234.1 

228.2 

-1.2 

1.4 

’rovider.ce,  R.  I. 

223.  s 

227.2 

222.0 

-1.5 

©.8 

Richmond,  Va. 

214.1 

211.7 

205.3 

1.1 

4.3 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

207.3 

209.7 

208.8 

-1.1 

-0.7 

‘.t.  Paul,  Mi;\n. 

203.1 

204.5 

203.7 

-0.7 

-ft.  3 

alt  Lake  City,  Utah 

214.7 

216.0 

215.8 

-0. 6 

-0.5 

-avannah,  Ga. 

222.4 

223.3 

224.5 

-0.4 

-0.9 

>c rant on.  Pa. 

213.2 

217.3 

216.1 

-1.9 

-1.3 

Seattle,  Wash. 

221.0 

221.9 

220.3 

-0.4 

0.3 

pringfield,  Ill. 

226.4 

227.0 

224.4 

-0. 3 

0.9 

ashington,  D.  C. 

212.9 

214.9 

215.4 

-0.9 

-1.2 

’ichita,  Kans.  l/ 

223.0 

224.7 

226.4  1 

-0.8 

-1.  6 

■inston-Salem,  N.  C.  l/ 

215.6  j 

215. 3 

•  209.5- 

-0.1 

- L 

2.9 

*■  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
I /  June  1940  =  100. 


TABLE  8  - 


wcHOHiiiDBr  JLy4o 

mai  ”5?,?, s  mraKm  ™ 


City 


Atlanta,  Ga. 
Buffalo,  N.  T. 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo. 

Indianapolis,  led. 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Manchester,  N.  H. 
Milwaukee,  Wise. 

New  Orleans,  La. 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Portland,  Greg. 
Richmond,  Va. 

Savannah,  Ga. 
Scranton,  Fa. 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Index  Sept.  157l$®5 

_ (1935-39  =  100) 

Gas  8t 


Total 


148.2 

140.2 
144.7 
112.6 

1.84.6 

127.6 

188.7 
148.5 

113.0 

147.8 

129.3 

142.3 

155.8 
144.7 

124.2 

137.3 


Elec. 


1 


76.9 

96.0 

105.6 

69.2 

86.6 

66.7 

94.6 
I04.y 

75.1 

07.8 

95.3 

95.6 


101.5 

91.8 

91.5 

98.6 


Percent 

August 


lL-!v»  194o  Jurm  is  loLh 


Total 


0 

0.8 

0.3 

0.6 

0.4 

0 

0 

0.2 

0 

0 

1.2 

0 

1.6 

0.1 

0 

0.3 


Gas  & 
Elec . 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.4 

0 

IX.  3 
0 
0 
0 


June  15.  lolifl 


Total 


2.7 

5.7 

3.7 

5.5 

4.1 

5.7 
2.3 

2.7 


*  See  General  Explanation 


0.1 
1. 6 
1.8 
3.0 

2.9 

6.3 

1.1 

4.6 


Gas  & 
Elec. 


-0.1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0.3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

-0.2 

0 

U.3 

0 

0 

4.4 


on  page  3. 
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CONSUMERS ’  PRICE  INDEX  AND  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES 

October  15,  1948 


Moffatt  -  532 


Consumers’  Prices  Decline  0.5  Percent  from  September  15  to  October  15 

as  Retail  Food  Prices  Continue  to  Drop 


:  This  report  combines  information  on  the  Consumers ’ 

:  Price  Index  and  the  Retail  Food  Price  Index.  Final  indexes  : 

:  for  October  15,  1948  for  Individual  cities  and  large  cities  : 

*  combined  are  given  herein.  _ _  : 

Retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  bought  by  moderate -income  families 
in  large  cities  in  October  dropped  0.5  percent  below  the  all-time  high  reached  in 
August  and  September.  This  was  the  first  decline  since  March  of  this  year.  The 
consumers’  price  index  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  U.S.  Department  of  Labor, 
for  October  15  was  173*8  percent  of  the  1935~39  average,  6.0  percent  higher  than 
October  1947;  30*2  percent  higher  than  June  1946;  and  j6. 1  percent  higher  than 
August  1939*  A  substantial  drop  of  1,7  percent  in  retail  food  prices  more  than 
offset  increases  in  all  other  major  graux?s. 


The  drop  in  food  prices  from  mid-September  to  mid-October,  which  vas 
general,  was  much  greater  than  the  usual  seasonal  decline  and  marked  the  third 
consecutive  month  of  the  falling  prices  for  foods.  The  food  price  index  on  October 
15  was  211.5  percent  of  the  1935“ 39  average,  2.4  percent  below  the  peak  reached  in 
July  1948,  4.9  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago,  and  45*3  percent  above  the  June  1946 
level.  Lower  meat  prices  were  chiefly  responsible  for  the  decrease,  although  all 
classes  of  food  except  iish,  eggs,  and  beverages  declined.  Prices  of  foods  averaged 
lover  in  October  than  in  September  in  53  of  the  56  cities  surveyed. 

Retail  prices  of  meat  dropped  4.4  percent  from  September  to  October, 
reflecting  seasonally  lower  prices  in  wholesale  markets.  The  decreases  ranged  from 
2.6  X'crcent  for  chickens  to  5*6  percent  for  pork.  A  further  drop  of  more  than  8 
percent  for  butter  to  a  national  average  price  of  77  cento  a  pound  vas  principally 
responsible  for  a  contra- seasonal  decline  in  dairy  products  prices.  Fruits  and 
vegetables  were  lower  on  the  average  for  the  fifth  consecutive  month;  fresh  fruit 
and  vegetable  prices  were  approximately  the  same  as  in  June  1946.  Smaller  decreases 
were  reported  for  fats  and  oils  (notably  margarine),  and  for  cereals  (notably  rice). 
Eggs  were  seasonally  higher. 

The  apparel  price  index  continued  to  advance  (0.3  percent)  between 
September  15  and  October  15,  despite  reports  of  general  weakness  in  wholesale  textile 
markets,  as  higher  prices  were  reported  for  women’s  shoes  and  coats  and  men’s  over¬ 
coats  and  topcoats.  Prices  for  men’s  business  shirts  were  generally  lover  than  a 
month  ago  and  there  were  scattered  reports  of  decreases  for  other  items.  Apparel 

prices  increased  on  the  average  in  8  of  the  10  cities  surveyed  in  both  September 
and  October. 
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The  index  of  prices  of  fuel,  electricity,  and  refrigeration  rose  0.4 
percent  during  the  month,  primarily  because  of  higher  rates  for  gas  in  Boston  and 
electricity  in  Cincinnati.  Prices  of  other  fuels  and  of  ice  advanced  fractionally. 

Housefurhishings  prices  averaged  0.4  percent  higher  than  a  month  ago, 
reflecting  continued  increases  for  electric  refrigerators.  Declines  were  reported 
for  some  textile  housefurnishings. 

Higher  prices  for  men’s  hair  cuts,  motion  picture  admissions,  and  cigars 
were  chiefly  responsible  for  a  rise  of  0.7  percent  in  the  index  of  miscellaneous 
goods  and  services  from  mid-September  to  mid-October,  Prices  of  household  paper 

goods  continued  to  decline. 

Residential  rents  advanced  0.2  percent  between  September  15  and  October 
15.  In  the  11  cities  surveyed  in  October  the  largest  increases  were  reported  in 
Detroit,  Kansas  City,  and  Portland,  Oregon,  Rent  has  increased  3.3  percent  over  the 
past  year,  but  less  than  14  percent  since  August  1939. 


::  On  November  24,  immediately  upon  completion  of  the 

: calculations,  the  Bureau  released  the  October  19A8  Consumers’ 

:  Price  Index  for  large  cities  combined  and  for  each  of  the  13 
: cities  through  the  public  press.  Because  of  the  very  large  number 
:of  people  on  the  Bureau’s  mailing  list,  about  a  week  is  required 
: to  reproduce  and  distribute  this  detailed  report.  _ _ 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  Moffatt  -  532 

Washington  25,  D.  C. 

CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  INDEX  AND  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES 

October  15,  1943 

Consumers’  Prices  Decline  0.5  Percent  from  September  15  to  October  15 

as  Retail  Food  Prices  Continue  to  Drop 


:  This  report  combines  information  on  the  Consumers 1  : 

;  Price  Index  and  the  Retail  Food  Price  Index..  Final  indexes  : 

:  for  October  15,  19^8  for  individual  cities  and  large  cities  : 

:  combined  are  given  herein. _ . _ : 

Retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  bought  by  moderate -income  families 
in  large  cities  in  October  dropped  0.5  percent  below  the  all-time  high  reached  in 
August  and  September.  This  was  the  first  decline  since  March  of  this  year.  The 
consumers’  price  index  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  U.S.  Department  of  Labor, 
for  October  15  vas  173.6  percent  of  the  1935~39  average,  6.0  percent  higher  than 
October  1947;  30.2  percent  higher  than  June  1946;  and  76. 1  percent  higher  than 
August  1939*  A  substantial  drop  of  1.7  percent  i.n  retail  food  prices  mere  than 
offset  increases  in  all  other  major  groups. 

The  drop  in  food  prices  from  mid-September  to  mid-October,  which  vas 
general,  was  much  greater  than  the  usual  seasonal  decline  and  marked  the  third 
consecutive  month  of  the  falling  prices  for  foods.  The  food  price  index  on  October 
15  was  211.5  percent  of  the  1939“ 39  average,  2.4  percent  belov  the  peak  reached  in 
July  1948,  4.9  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago,  and  45.3  percent  above  the  June  1946 
level.  Lower  meat  prices  were  chiefly  responsible  for  the  decrease,  although  all 
classes  of  food  except  fish,  eggs,  and  beverages  declined.  Prices  of  foods  averaged 
lower  in  October  than  in  September  in  53  of  the  5 6  cities  surveyed. 

Retail  prices  of  meat  dropped  4.4  percent  from  September  to  October, 
reflecting  seasonally  lower  prices  in  wholesale  markets.  The  decreases  ranged  from 
2.6  percent  for  chickens  to  5.6  percent  for  pork.  A  further  drop  of  more  than  8 
percent _for  butter  to  a  national  average  price  of  77  cents  a  pound  was  principally 
responsible  for  a  contra-seasonal  decline  in  dairy  products  prices.  Fruits  and 
vegetables  were  lower  on  the  average  for  the  fifth  consecutive  month;  fresh  fruit 
and  vegetable  prices  were  approximately  the  same  as  in  June  1946.  Smaller  decreases 
were  reported  for  fats  and  oils  (notably .margarine),  and  for  cereals  (notably  rice). 

Eggs  were  seasonally  higher. 

» 

The  apparel  price  index  continued  to  advance  (0.3  percent)  between 
September  15  and  October  15,  despite  reports  of  general  weakness  in  wholesale  textile 
markets,  as  higher  prices  were  reported  for  women’s  shoes  and  coats  end  men’s  over¬ 
coats  and  topcoats.  Prices  for  men’s  business  shirts  were  generally  lover  than  a 
month  ago  and  there  were  scattered  reports  of  decreases  for  other  items.  Apparel 
prices  increased  on  the  average  In  8  of  the  10  cities  surveyed  in  both  September 
and  October. 
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The  index  of  prices  of  fuel,  electricity,  and  refrigeration  rose  0.4 
percent  during  the  month,  primarily  because  of  higher  rates  for  gas  in  Boston  and 
electricity  in  Cincinnati,  Prices  of  -  other  fuels  and  of  ice  advanced  fractionally. 

Housefurhishings'  prices  averaged  0.4  percent  higher  than  a  month  ago, 
reflecting  continued  increases  for  electric  refrigerators.  Declines  were  reported 

for  some  textile  housefurnishings. 

r  •  .  • 

Higher  prices  for  men’s  hair  cuts,  motion  picture  admissions,  and  cigars 
were  chiefly  responsible  for  a  rise  of  0.7  percent  in  the  index  of  miscellaneous 
goods  and  services  frcrc  mid~Sept ember  to  mid-October,  Prices  of  household  paper 

goods  continued  to  decline. 

Residential  rents  advanced  0.2  percent  between  September  15  and  October 
15.  In  the  11  cities  surveyed  in  October  the  largest  increases  were  reported  in 
Detroit,  Kansas  City,  and  Portland,  Oregon.  Rent  has  increased  3.3  percent  over  the 
past  year,  but  less  than  14  percent  since  August  1939. 


•  On  November  24,  immediately  upon,  completion  of  the 

: calculations,  the  Bureau  released  the,  October  1948  Consumers’ 

Price  Index  .for  large  cities  combined,  and  for  each  of  the  13 
l  i cities  through  the  public  press.  Because  of  the. very  .large  number 
:of  people  on  the  Bureau’s  mailing  list,  about  a  week  .is  required 
: to  reproduce  and  distribute  this  detailed  report.  


GENERAL  EXPLANATI ON 
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The  conn  inner e *  price  index  tot  moderate -income  families  in  large  cities,”  formerly 

Imovn  n  <3  +.he>  ’Vrvo-*-  ^-P  1 *«  _ _ _ _  _  .  .  .  J 


knovn  as  the  cost  of  living  index>”  measures  average  changes  in  retail  prices  of 
goods,  rents  and  services  bought  by  families  of  wage  earners  and  moderate -income 
workers  in  large  cities.  Time-to-time  changes  in  the  prices  of  goods  and  service; 
are  weighted  by  1934-36  average  expenditures  of  families  whose  incomes  averaged 

$1524  in  1934-30.  City  data  are  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
p opulat i on  ve  ight  s . 


The  indexes  do  not  indicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in 
another . 


I2£d  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  96  cities  during  the  first  3  days  of  the  week 
which  includes  the  fifteenth  of  the  month. 

Fuel  prices  ore  collected  monthly  in  each  of  the  34  large  cities.  (Effective  with 
the  September  release  the  group  index  formerly  titled  ’’Fuel,  Electricity,  and  Ice” 
was  designated  Fuel,  Electricity,  and  Refrigeration.”  No  change  has  been  made 
in  the  items  included  in  the  group.  Indexes  are  comparable  with  those  previously 
published  for  Fuel,  Electricity,  and  Ice.”  The  sub&roun  "other  Fuels  and  Tr.e"  has 


ll'ic.68  of  apparel!  house furnishings ,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  are 
obtained  in  10  key  cities  each  month  and  in  24  other  large  cities  quarterly.  Prices 
are  collected  for  3  of  the  24  quarterly  cities  each  month.  The  schedules fc^rpr icing 


commodities  and  services  in  individual  cities  is  as  follows: 


Every 

Month 


January,  April 
July,  October 


February,  May, 
August,  November 


March,  June, 
September,  December 


Birmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Detroit 

Houston 

Los  Angeles 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


Buffalo 
Denver 
Indianapolis 
Kansas  City 
Manchester 
Portland,  Oreg. 
Richmond 
Savannah 


Atlanta 


Baltimore 
Jacksonville 
Memphis 
Minneapoli s 
Mobile 

Portland,  Me. 
St.  Louis 
San  Francisco 


Cleveland 
Milwaukee 
New  Orleans 


Norfolk 

Scranton 

Seattle 


Washington 


information  is  obtained  quarterly  in  each- eitjr.  The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
obtains  its  figures  on  rents  by  asking  tenants  in  a  representative  sample  of  dwell¬ 
ings  what  rent  they  pay  and  vhat  facilities  and  services  are  included  in  the  rent. 

The  samples  are  chosen  to  represent  all  tenant  dwellings,  new  and  old,  small  and 
arge,  single  hemes  and  apartments.  The  rents,  so  reported,  are  then  comnared  with 
those  reported  by  the  tenants  for  the  same  dwellings  at  the  time  of  the  last  rent 
survey,  after  adjustments  are  made  for  any  changes  in  the  facilities  (e.g.,  heat) 

&n^  services  (e.g.,  janitor  service)  included  in  the  rent.  Removal  of  facilities 
and  services  without  compensating  reductions  in  rent  are  treated  as  rent  increases.. 
wnen  facilities  or  services  not  previously  included  in  the  contract  rent  are  added, 
it  the  rent  is  increased  in  excess  of  the  value  of  the  additional  items,  the  excess 
charge  is  reflected  as  a  rent  increase.  Just  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  groups 
V i 00a,  apparel,  etc.)  of  the  consumers1  price  index,  the  rent  index  measures  change© 
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in  the  rent  paid  for  the  same  dwellings  from  one  time  to  another,  not  the  amount  of 
money  which  families  spend  for  housing.  For  example,  it  does  not  reflect  the  costs 
of  repairs  made  by  tenants,  the  change  in  housing  costs  of  workers  who  have  migrated 
or  moved  to  better  or  poorer  quarters,  nor  dees  it  take  into  account  deterioration 
in  upkeep  or  service,  or  the  additional  costs  of  ’extras”  cr  premiums  charged  by 
some  landlords  when  they  rent  to  new  tenants.  A  representation  of  new  and  converted 
unite  is  added  to  the  rent  samples  periodically  and  thereafter  rent  changes  for 
these  units  are  reflected  in  the  index  as  they  occur.  The  index  is  not  adjusted  to 
reflect  the  d-nfereiices  between  the  rents  at  which  newly  constructed  or  converted 
dwellings  enter  the  rental  market  end  the  rents  for  comparable  existing  housing. 

The  rent  index  measures  only  changes  in  rents,  and  does  not  reflect  the  costs  of 
shifting  from  renting  to  owning,  or  changes  in  the  costs  of  buying  or  maintaining 
owner-occupied  homes. 

^■le8  in  the  release  contain  index  numbers  for  the  current  and  other  specified 
periods  and  show  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates. 

Table__l  shows:  indexes  for  all  items  combined,  groups  and  subgroups  for  large 
cities  combined,  for  the  current  period,  a  month  ago,  3  months  ago,  a  year 
ago,  June  1946  and  August  1939. 

shows  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  for  indexes  given  in 
Table  1. 

shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  month  and  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  10  cities  surveyed 
monthly. 

shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  8  cities  surveyed  quarterly. 

Phcvs  indexes  for  all  items  combined  for  specifiednjieriode.nand  percent 
changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates  for  18  cities  surveyed 
this  month. 

la£le_6  shows  current  U.S.  average  prices  for  50  food  items. 

shows  food  price  indexes  for  the  current  period.,  a  month  ago  and  3 
months  ago,  and  corresponding  percent  changes  for  38  cities  for  which  only 

food  price  data  are  collected  or  for  which  complete  price  surveys  were  not 
made  this  month. 

shows  fuel  price,  indexes  for  the  current  period  and  percent  changes  to 
the  current  period  from  a  month  ago  and  3  months  ago  for  18  cities  for  "which 
complete  price  surveys  were  not  made  this  month. 
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table  i  -  consumers'  price  index  for  moderate-income 
families  for  large  cities  combined*, 
for  specified  Dates,  by  groups 
(1935-39  =  100.0) 


T 


♦  • 

Group 

Oct.  15 
1948 

Sept.  15 
1948 

July  15 
1948 

] 

Oct.  15' 
1947 

June  15 
1946 

Aug.  15 
1939 

t 

ALL  ITEMS 

t 

,173.6 

174.5 

173.7 

163.8 

133.3 

98.6 

ALL  FOODS 

! 

211.5 

215.2 

216.8 

201.6 

145.6 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 170.0 

170.7 

171.0 

160.3 

122.1 

93.4 

Meats,  poultry  &  fish 

256.1 

265.3 

261.8 

235.5 

134.0 

95.7 

Meats 

254.3 

265.9 

263.0 

234.9 

120.4 

95.4 

Beef  &  veal 

269.8 

280.8 

280.9 

233.6 

121.2 

99.6 

Pork 

233.9 

247.9 

233.8 

240.9 

114.3 

88.0 

■Lamb  .  f 

249.4 

256.6 

275.0 

226.2 

139.0 

98.8 

Chickens 

204.0 

209.4 

209.3 

189.5 

162.8 

94.6 

Fish 

325.9 

314.9 

301.6 

286.5 

219.7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

203.0 

208.7 

209.0 

190.1 

147.8 

93.1 

Sg£s 

239.0 

226.6 

204.3 

232.7 

147.1 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

193.5 

195.8 

213.4 

196.6 

183 . 5 

92.4 

Fresh  , 

197.3 

199.6 

223.2 

201.1 

196.7 

92.8 

Canned  , 

158.9 

159.0 

157.7 

155.2 

127.5 

91.6 

Dried 

238.1 

249.1 

248.0 

255.6 

172.5 

90.3 

Beverages  ' 

205.9 

205.6 

205.2 

190.8 

125.4 

94.9 

Fats  &  Oils  . 

193.0 

196.8 

200.8 

190.0 

126.4 

84.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

173.1 

173.2 

170.9 

181.8 

136.2 

95.6 

APPAREL 

201.6 

201.0 

197.1 

189.0 

157.2 

100.3. 

RENT  * 

1  118.7 

118.5 

117.3 

114.9 

108.5 

i 

104.3 

FUEL;.  ELEC.  & ■  REFRIGERATION*! 37 , 3 

137.3 

134.8 

125.2 

110.5 

97.5 

Gas  &  electricity 

95.4 

94.6 

94.4 

.92:2 

92.1 

99.0 

Other  fuels • 

i  191.4 

191.0 

185.0 

165.2 

133.0 

95.2 

Ice  <  • 

137.9 

137.6 

136.5 

129.6 

115.1 

100.0 

HOUSEFURNISHINGS  , . 

!  198.8 

i 

198.1 

195.9 

187.8 

156.1 

100.6 

MISCELLANEOUS 

153.7 

! 

! 

152.7 

• 

150.8 

141.8 

■■  ' 

1 

127.9 

100.4 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3 


PcL  n 

October  19)48 

1  i 

TABLE  2  -  COKSUisEBS*  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE- INCOKE 
FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  GIF IF 3  COMBINED*,  AND 'PERCENT 
CHANGES  TO  OCTOBER  lp,  19 kB  FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 


.  Group 

Sept.  15 

i9i*s 

-July.  15 
19U8 

Oct.  15 
19U7 

June  15 
19U6 

Aug,  15 
-1939 

ALL  ITEMS- 

-0.5 

—0.1 

•  6,0  • 

30.2 . 

76.1 

ALL  FOODS- 

-1.7 

-o.U 

U.9 

U5.3 

126,2 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

-o.ti 

-0,6 

6.1 

39,2 

82,0 

Meats,  poultry  &  fish 

-3.5 

-2.2. 

3,7 

91.1 

167 .6 

.  Meats  ' : 

•  -3.3 

8.3 

111.2  : 

:  166.6 

'  Beef  &  veal-  •. 

-3  -9  . . 

,  -4.0 

'15.5 

122.6 

170,9 

/  'Pork  .  ;v  ; 

-5.6 

U  0 

-2,9 

jk.ult>6 

165.8 

'Lamb  .  ;  /  *..i  . 

'  •■-2.8 

-9.3 

10.3 

79  -h 

152.  k 

Chickens 

-2*6 

-2.5 

7.7 

25.3 

115.6 

/  Fish  ;• . 

3.5  . 

,3.1 

13.8 

U3.3 

227.2 

Dairy  products 

•  -2.  .7  .  , 

-2 .9 

6.8 

37,3 

118.0 

Eggs;  . 

V  •  .7  . 

17.0 

2.7 

62.5: 

163.5 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

-U2 

-9.3 

-1.6 

5.U 

109  .u 

Fresh 

-1,2 

-11.6 

-1  #9 

0.3  , 

112.6 

■  Canned  . 

-0.1 

0,8 

-  2  .it 

2U,6 

73.5 

Dried 

-U.U 

-U.c 

1  -6.8 

38.0 

163.7 

Beverages 

0.1. 

0.3 

7.9 

.  6U-.2 

117.0 

Fats  &  oils. 

-1.9 

-3.9 

1,6 

52-? 

123.lt 

Sugar  &  sreets 

-0.1 

1.3 

-U.8 

27.1 

81.1 

APPAREL  • 

•  0.3 

2.3 

6.7 

■  ) 

28.2 

101.0 

RENT  - 

•  0.2 

1.2 

.  3.3 

9.U 

13.8 

FUEL,  ELEC.  &  REFRIGERATION* 

Q.U 

2.2 

10.1 

2U.7 

L1.3 

Gas  &  electricity 

0,8 

i.i 

3.5 

3.6 

-3.6 

Other  fuels 

0,2 

3.5 

15.9 

U3.9 

101 .1 

Ice 

0.2 

1.0 

6.U 

19,8 

37.9 

HOUSEFURNISHINGS  . 

o.U 

1.5 

5.9 

27  ,u 

97.6 

MISCELLANEOUS 

0.7 

1,9 

— 

9,L 

_ 

20.2 

53.1 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 
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TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEXES  FOB  10  CITIES* 
SURVEYED  MONTHLY  AT©  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  SEPTEMBER  1$,  1943 
JULY  15,  1048  TO  OCTOBER  15,  1948  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


City 

All 

Items 

. 

Food 

: 

Apparel 

Rent 

Fuel,  Elec.  & 
Ref rigerat ion* 
|  Gas  & 
Total j  Elect- 

House- 

furnish- 

Mi  seel 
lan ecu 

_ 

;  ricity 

ings 

October  15,  1943  Indexes  (1935-39  =  100) 


Birmingham,  Ala. 

176. 9 

210.8 

209. 3 

- 

135.6 

79.6 

193.7 

149.3 

Boston,  Mass. 

I67.8 

202.6 

193.1 

.1* 

156.0 

119.2 

192.2 

145.5 

Chicago,  Ill. 

178.1 

218.0 

204.0 

- 

131.5 

83.5 

184.4 

154.6 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

175.5 

214.4 

198.4 

«* 

145.1 

101.9 

192.2 

154.3 

Detroit,  Mich. 

174.6 

204.4 

199.0 

126.5 

150.6 

87.1 

206.0 

166.5 

Houston,  Texas 

174.7 

220.8 

213.I 

99.6 

81.3 

198.8 

152.9 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

171.8 

213.1 

i.195.3 

94.0 

89.3 

18Q.0 

153.6 

New  York,  N-  Y. 

171.7 

211.5 

202.1 

107.5 

133.2 

100.5 

168.2 

157.8 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

174.1 

208.4 

195.3 

- 

142.6 

103.0 

204.9 

152.1 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

177.1 

215.1 

233.2 

119.0 

138.8 

103.3 

205.3 

147.7 

Percent  Change  from  September  15.  1948 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

-1.0 

-2.5 

0.1 

♦ 

0 

0 

0.8 

0 

Boston,  Mass. 

-0.7 

-2.2 

0.4 

- 

2.0 

6.0 

1.5 

0.6 

Chicago,  Ill. 

-0.7 

-1.5 

0.2 

0 

0 

0.5 

-0.1 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

-0.5 

-1.7 

0.2 

- 

2.3 

7.2 

1.0 

0.3 

Detroit,  Mich. 

-0.5 

“1.5 

0.3 

m 

0 

-0.2 

-0.2 

0 

Houston,  Texas 

-0.4 

-1.3 

0 

- 

0 

0 

0.2 

0.3 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

0.5 

0.5 

0.4 

mtt 

0 

0 

0 

1.0 

New  York,  N.  Y.^ 

-0.9 

-P  P 

-0.4 

- 

“0.1 

-0.1 

0.4 

0.5 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

-0.4 

-1.7 

0.4 

*  M 

0 

0 

0.1 

1.4 

Pittsburgh,  Fa. 

-0.7 

-2.0 

0.2 

- 

0 

-0.1 

0.1 

0.8 

Percent  Change  from  July 

15,  1948 

Birmingham,  Ala.  .• 

-0.1 

-3.31 

1.9 

f 

0 

0 

1.0 

3.8 

Boston,  Mess. 

-0.5 

-3.6 

2.4 

- 

4.4 

6.3 

3.1 

1.8 

Chicago,  Ill. 

-0.3. 

-3.0 

3-1 

•/ 

1.1 

0 

1.6 

2.5 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

-0.2 

-2.7 

2.7 

- 

2.8 

7.2 

0.4 

1.4 

Detroit,  Mich. 

-0.7 

-4.1 

'  2.4 

•  1.0 

2.2 

0.5 

0.2 

1.6 

Houston,  Texas 

0.6 

-0.6 

!  2.4 

- 

1.2 

0 

-0.2 

1.2 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

0.9 

0 

-0.2 

«■ 

-0.3 

0 

1.7 

2.3 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

-0.5 

-2.9 

2.7 

0.4 

1.7 

0 

2.2 

1.6 

Philadelphia,  Pc.. 

0.7 

-1.2 

1.3 

- 

4.8 

0 

3.0 

2.6 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

-0.4 

-3.2 

4.0 

0 

• 

-  -p- 

1.2 

-0.1 

1.1 

1 

1.9 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3« 
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TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS •  PRICE  INDEXES  FOP  8  CITIES* 
SURVEYED  QUARTERLY  AND  PERCE  iff  CHANGES  FROM  JULY  15,  1943 
TO  OCTOBER  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES  AM)  MAJOR  GROUPS 


C  ity 

- , 

i  • 

All 

Items 

Food 

_ 

Apparel 

Pent 



Fuel,  Elec.  & 
Refrigeration* 

House- 

furnish- 

ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

r 

i 

Total j 

i 

Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

October  15.  1948  Indexes  (1935-39  =  100 ) 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

172.7 

206.4 

200.9 

122.1 

l40,2 

96.0 

204.9 

157.3 

Denver,  Colo. 

171.0 

208.3 

200.6 

123.4 

112.1 

69.2 

210.3 

151.3 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

178.0 

211.8 

195.7 

129.1 

153.2 

86.6 

191.6 

160.5 

Kansas  City,  Mo.  . 

167. 5 

201.1 

192.0 

1*3.7 

129.1 

66.6 

135.0 

154.3 

Manchester,  N.H. 

176.5 

210.4 

122.6 

111.7 

157.2 

96.7 

204.9 

147.6 

Portland,  Oreg. 

180.1 

227.7 

200.9 

124.5 

129.2 

95.0 

190.5 

155.8 

Richmond,  Va. 

170.0 

200.7 

203.4 

II3.5 

142.4 

95.6 

207.1 

143.2 

Savannah,  Ga. 

178.4 

219.2 

19?.  0 

117.9 

155.8 

101.5 

205.6 

155-4 

Percent  Changes 

from  July  15,  1948 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

-0.2 

—3.1 

1.9 

0.7 

0.3 

0 

”  1.3 

2.9 

Denver,  Colo. 

•  -0.9 

-4.0 

£.3 

0.7 

2.6 

0 

0.5 

1.5 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

,  0.8 

-0.4 

2.4 

0.5 

2.0 

0 

2.0 

1.5 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

0.7 

-1.6 

3.0 

1.2 

1.7 

0.3 

0.8 

2.8 

Manchester,  N.  H.  .  ... 

-0.9 

-3.7 

0.6 

0.3 

2.9 

4.3 

2.4 

1.9 

Portland,  Oreg. 

-0.1 

-2.6 

3.1 

1.1 

1.6 

-0.7 

2.2 

1.2 

Richmond,  Va. 

0.7 

0.1 

2.6 

•  0.4 

0.1 

0 

-0.6 

1.1 

Savannah,  Ga. 

-1.0 

.  -4.0 

1.5 

0.8 

2.9 

11.3 

1.6  1.3 

TABLE.  5  -  CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  l8  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  OCTOBER  15,  1543  FROM 
SPECIFIED  DATES,  3Y  CITIES 


'-•City 

,  .  „  Indexes,  1935-39  =  100 

Percent.  Change  to 

October  15,  1948  from 

Oct.  15 j 
1946  1 

Oct.  15 
1047 

June  15 1 

1946  1 

Aug.  15 
•  1939 

Oct..  15] 

1947  ! 

June  15 
1946  . 

Aug.  15 

1939  . 

AVERAGE 

■  173.6 

.  163.8 

133.3 

•  98.6 

6.0 

30.2 

76.1 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

176.9 

169.7 

136.5 

98.5 

4.2 

29.6 

79.6 

Boston,  Mass . 

167.8 

157.5 

127.9 

97.1 

6.5 

31.2 

72.8 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

■:  172.7 

162.6 

132.6 

98.5 

6.2 

30.2 

75.3 

Chicago,  Ill. 

■  178.1 

167.3 

130,9 

98.7 

6.3 . . 

36.1 

80.4 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

.175.5 

I67.I 

132.2 

97.3 

5.0 

32.8 

80.4 

Denver,  Colo. 

171.0 

160.4 

131.7 

98.6 

6.6 

29.8 

73-4 

Detroit,  Mich. 

'.  .174.6 

166.7 

136.4 

98.5 

4.7 

28.0 

77.3 

Houston,  Texas 

174.7 

163.4 

130.5 

100.7 

6.9 

33.9 

73.5 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

:  .178.0 

I67.8 

131.9 

98.0 

6.1 

35.0 

81.6 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

•:  167.5 

•  157.9 

129.4 

98.6 

6.1 

29.4 

69.9 

Los  Angeles,  Calif.- 

;.i7i.8»:. 

I6I.3 

136.1 

100.5 

6.5 

26.2 

70.9 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

176.5 

166. 1 

134.7 

97.8 

6.3 

31.0 

80.5 

Nev  York,  N.  Y. 

..m*.7... 

.161.7 

135.8 

99.0 . 

6.2 

26.4 

73.4 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

174.1 

162.2 

132.5 

97-8 

7.3 

31.4 

73.0 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

177.1 

I67.8 

134.7 

98.4" 

'  $.5 

31.5 

80.0 

Portland,  Oreg. 

180.1 

166. 5 

l4o.  3 

100.1 

8,3 

28.4 

79.9 

Richmond,  Va. 

170.0 

161.7 

128.2 

98.0 

5.1 

32.6 

73-5 

Savannah,  Ga. 

173.4 

-iji-5 

140.6 

. 

4.0 

26.9 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3» 


Page  9 

October ^19  iA 


TABLE  6  -  AVERAGE  PRICES  OF  FOOD  IN  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*, 

.OCTOBER  13',  194$ 


Food  and  Unit 

Oct.  1$ 
Average 

Food  and  Unit 

- n 

Oct.  13 
Average 

Cents 

Cents 

CEREALS  AND  BAKE  HI  PRODUCTS 
Corea  Ls : 

EGGS,  fresh,  doz. 

t 

82.7 

Flour,  wheat,  $  lb* 

.1*7 .6 

•FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

Corn  flakes,  II  on. 

16.7 

Fresh; 

n.5 

Corn  meal,  To, 

10.8 

Apples,  lb. 

Pace,  lb. 

20,0 

Bananas,  lb. 

16.3 

Rolled  oats,  20  oz. 

17.1 

Oranges,  size  200  doz. 

SU.3 

8a  K  cry  p  ro  due  ts : 

Beans,  green,  lb. 

16.9 

5 rea d ,  white ,  lb * 

13.9 

Cabbage,  lb. 

3.3 

Vanilla  cookies,  lb. 

44.3 

Carrots,  bunch 

10.3 

Lettuce,  head 

13  iU 

MEATS: 

Onions-,  lb. 

6.1 

Beef: 

potatoes,  13  lb. 

72.7 

Round  steak,  lb. 

93.7 

Spinach,  lb* 

11.6 

Rib  roast,  lb. 

76.9 

Sweetpotatoes ,  lb  » • 

9. It 

C^uck  roast,  lb. 

67 .6 

Canned: 

Hamburger,  lb. 

39  .9 

Peaches,  #2-1/2  can- 

32,1 

Veal: 

Pineapple,  #2-1/2  can 

38.it 

Cutlets,  lb. 

Corn,  #2  can 

19.9 

Pork: 

Peas,  #2  can 

13.3 

Chocs,  lb. 

83 .7 

Tomatoes,  #2  can 

16.3 

paeon,  sliced,  lb. 

7P:.9 

•  Dried: 

21.3 

Ham,  whole,  lb. 

70.  k 

Prunes,  lb. 

Halt  pork,  lb. 

Lamb: 

hi  ,8 

Navy  beans,,  lb* 

• 

20.U 

Leg,  Lb, 

71.9 

BEVERAGES ; 

31.6 

Poultry! 

Roasting  chickens,  lb. 

61.6 

Coffee,  lb. 

Fish: 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

Salmon,  oink,  16  os.  can 

39  .h 

Lard,  lb. 

29.2 

. 

Shortening,  hydrogenated,  lb. 

!i.2 .6 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS:' 

« 

Salad,  dressing,  pt.  ■ 

ilO.l 

Butter,  lb. 

77.4 

Oleomargarine,  lb. 

li0.2 

Cheese,  lb. 

6?  .4 

Milk,  fresh  (delivered),  qt 

.  22,8 

SUGAR  a:®  SWEETS: 

Milk,  fresh  (grocery),  qt. 

21 .6 

Sugar ,  lb . 

9.3 

Milk,  evaporated, iL-i/ 2  or. 

can  Ip. 3 

i  i  * 

4 

.  .  1 

• 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  pa re  3 • 
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TABLE  7  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  38  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FFCM  SEPTEMBER  15  AND  JULX  15,  19'i8 

TO  OCTOBER  lg,  1968,  BX  CITIES 


City  • ;r. 

Indexes  (1935-39  •  100) 

Screen b  Change  Do 

Oct.  Ip,  19U§  from 

Oct.  15 

Sept,  ip 

JulyTs 

Sept,  13 

July  Ip 

1946 

191*8 

191*0 

191*8 

191*8 

Atlanta,  Ga.- 

208.3 

211*.  2 

212.1* 

-2.8 

-1.9 

Baltimore,  Md. 

221*0 

228.7 

227.7 

-1.8 

-l.u 

B ri dgep or t ,  Conn. 

200.3 

212,7 

211*. 1* 

-1.6 

-2.I4 

Butte,  Mont.  . 

2X1*  .9 

.  21U.5 

216.6 

0.2 

0.8 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  1/ 

218.0 

220.2 

221*.!* 

-1.0 

-2.9 

Charleston,  S*  C. 

204.9 

*  207.7 

211.  <4. 

-1,3 

-3.1 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

220.9 

225.6 

226.2 

-2.1 

—2  *3 

Columbus,  Ohio 

197.2 

200.8 

•  201.9 

-1.8 

-2.3 

Dallas,  Texas 

21U.7 

217.3 

213.3 

-1.2  • 

0.7 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

209.1 

211.6 

214.1 

-1.2 

..-2.3 

Jackson,  Miss.  1/  ’ 

218.6 

220.? 

220.3 

-1.0  ' 

-1.0 

Jacksonville,  FXa, 

217.5 

219.3 

222.8 

—0 .8 

-2.1* 

Knoxville,  Tenn.  1/ 

236.7 

2  lil  .6 

21*1.7 

•  -2.0 

-2.1 

Little'  Rock,  Ark."* 

206.5 

212.0 

213.4 

-2.6 

-3*2 

Louisville,  K7, 

*  201.7 

207.2 

206.8 

-2.7 

-2.5 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

223.7 

227.8 

229.8 

-1.8 

-2.7 

Milwaukee,  Wis . 

211.2 

216.3 

218.3 

-2  .,'4 

-3.3 

Minneap olis ,  Minn . 

202.2 

206.0 

203,2 

-1.8 

•  -2.9 

Mobile,  Ala. 

213.8 

222.1 

222.5 

-3*7  * 

-3.9 

Newark,  N.  J. 

205.8 

211.1 

212.6 

-2.5 

-3.3 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

203.5 

205.3 

•  208.3 

-0.9 

-2.3 

New  Orleans,  La, 

220.5 

22?.7 

233.2 

-3.2 

-5.1* 

Norfolk,  Va, 

217.1 

220.2 

•  216.9 

-1.4 

0.1 

Omaha,  Nebr, 

210,2 

0  • 

210,3 

■  208.6 

•  0 

0.8 

Peoria,  HI* 

"  222.1 

230.3 

•  22.1*. 9 

-3*6 

-1.2 

Portland,  Me, 

20U.1 

207.0 

209.7 

-I.I4 

-2.7 

Providence,  R,  I. 

213  ,V 

223,3 

•  22U.? 

-2  J4 

-2.9 

Rochester,  N.  X, 

200,7 

20?.3 

211.2 

p 

J  •  <- 

-5.0 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

217.1* 

223.0 

22-4.2 

*  -2.5 

—3 .0 

St,  Paul,  Minn. 

199.7 

203.1 

204.7 

-1.7 

-2.1* 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

211.2 

211*,7 

217.1 

-1.6 

-2.7 

San  Francisco,  Calif, * 

223.0- 

22U.2 

223.2 

-0.5 

—0.1 

Scranton,  Pa, 

209 .2 

213.2 

■  218.2 

-1.9 

•-ii.i 

Seattle,  Wash, 

217.5 

221.0 

223.1* 

-1.6 

--2.6 

Springfield,  Ill. 

219.5 

226.U 

•  22!*. 9 

-3.0 

-2.U  • 

YJashirigt on,  D.  C. 

209.2 

212.9 

215.1 

-1.7 

-2.7 

Wichita,  Kans,  1/ 

220.0  | 

223.0 

226.7 

-1.3 

-3.0 

Winston-Salem,  C.  1/  ! 

,212 .7  ( 

t 

...  215,6... 

I 

212.9 

-1.3 

* 

-0.1 

- J 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3 . 
1/  June  19i;0  «  100. 
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TABLE  8  -  INDEXES  OF  RETAIL  PRICES  OF  FUELS,  ELECTRICITY  AND  REFRIGERATION 

FOR  16  CITIES* 

AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  SEPTEMBER  15  AND  JULY  l5>  19H8 
TO  OCTOBER  15,  19U8,  BY  CITIES 


I  Index  bet.  T^s  1948  percent  Change  to  Oct,  15,  19U8~ 'from 


City 

(1935-39 

=  100) 

September  15,  l9l;8 

July  "15> 

“W- 

T 

Total 

.  i 

Gas  & 
Elec. 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elec. 

Total  | 

_ L_ 

Gas  & 
Elec. 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

I46.2 

77.0 

0 

0.1 

0.7 

0 

Baltimore,  Md. 

I48.O 

121.3 

0 

0 

2.6 

0,1 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

1U5.1 

105.6 

0.3 

0 

1.8 

0 

Jacksonville,  Fla* 

1U6.9 

ICO.  2 

0 

0 

—0,3 

0 

Memphis ,  Tenn  * 

135.0 

77.0 

0 

0 

$.h 

0 

Milwaukee,  Wise* 

1U5-5 

10U.5 

0 

0 

2.5 

0 

Minneapolis,  Minn* 

lUo.U 

75.8 

0.6 

0 

1.7 

0 

Mobile,  Ala. 

•  129.3 

83.9 

0 

-0.1 

1.6 

-0 .1 

New  Orleans ,  La • 

113.0 

75.1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Norfolk,  Va. 

1U7  -8 

97.8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Portland,  Me. 

15U.5 

108,5 

0.1 

0 

6.6 

8 .1 

St.  Louis,  Mo, 

138.3 

9U.1 

0 

0 

0.9 

0 

San  Francisco,  Calif, 

83.1 

72.7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scranton,  Pa. 

1UU.7 

91.8 

0 

0 

U.6 

0 

Seattle,  Wash, 

125.9 

91.5 

I.u 

0 

2.3 

0 

Washington,  D.  C, 

|  137.3 

1 

3 - 

98.6 

0 

i 

I 

0 

U.o 

h*h 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3  * 
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4 

CONSUMERS’  PRICE  INDEX  AND  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES 
November  15,  19**$ 

Consumers*  Price  Index  Declines  0.8  Percent  Between  October  15  and  November  15 
as  Retail  Food  Prices  Continue  to  Drop  in  Most  Cities 


This  report  combines  information  on  the  Consumers  1 
Pries  Index  and  the  Retail  Food  Price  Indox.  Filial  indexes  : 
for  Noverabor  15,  19**$  for  individual  cities  and  large  cities: 
combined  are  given  herein.  _ *• 


Retail  prices  of  goods  and  services  purchased  by  moderate -income  familios 
in  large  cities  decreased  0.8  percent  from  October  15  to  November  15,  the  second 
consocutivo  decline.  The  consumers'  price  index,  as  calculated  by  the  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor,  on  November  15  was  172-.2  percent 
of  the  1935“ 39  average,  4.4  perceat  higher  than  a  year  ago,  29.2  percent  above 
June  19**6,  and  74.6  percent  ovor  the  August  1939  level.  Primarily  responsible  for 
the  decline  was  a  drop  of  1.9  percent  in  food  prices;  prices  of  apparel  and  house- 
furnishings  declined  fractionally. 

The  substantial  drop  in  food  prices  marked  the  fourth  consecutive  month 
in  which  the  food  index  has  declined.  From  the  record  high  reached  in  July,  food 
prices  have  dropped  more  than  4  percent  to  a  lovel  of  2.4  percent  above  a  year  ago. 
With  decreases  in  54  out  of  56  cities,  the  food  index  on  November  15  was  207.5 
percent  of  the  1935“39  average,  still  42.5  percent  higher  than  in  June  1946.  Most 
classes  of  food  contributed  to  the  decrease  in  November,  led  by  a  4.4  percent  drop 
in  meat  prices.  Prices  of  dairy  products,  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  fats  and  oils 
declined  about  2  percent  during  the  month.  Egg  prices  rose  2  percent  and  prices  of 
sugar  and  sweets  and  beverages  advanced  fractionally. 

By  mid -November  meat  prices  averaged  nearly  10  percent  lover  than  in 
August.  All  maats  (except  $alt  pork  which  was  unchanged  over  the  month)  contributed 
to  the  drop  in  Novtmber,  pork  chops,  down  13-5  percent  to  an  average  of  72  cents  per 
pound,  were  20  cents  less  than  the  all-time  high  of  92  cents  in  mid-September.  Whole 
ham  and  hamburger  dropped  about  5  percent  and  chuck  roast  and  bacon  3  percent. 

Prices  of  fruits  and  vegetables  declined  for  the  sixth  month.  Fresh  and 
dried  fruits  and  vegetables  were  considerably  lover  in  price  than  a  year  ago.  Among 
freshfruits  and  vegetables,  orange  prices  dropped  over  20  percent  and  cabbage, 
carrots,  spinach,  lettuce,  and  potatoes  were  also  lover.  Green  beans,  which  were 
scarce,  increased  sharply  in  price.  Prices  of  all  fats  and  oils  declined.  Ddiry 
products  prices  continued  downward  contra-seas onally,  as  prices  of  cheese,  butter, 
and  evaporated  milk  declined  3  to  5  percent.  At  75  cents  a  pound,  butter  prices 
averaged  lower  than  in  any  month  since  June  1947* 
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Apparel  prices  declined  fractionally  on  the  average  (0.1  percent)  from 
October  to  November.  Retail  sales  of  apparel  continued  below  retailers’  expectations 
and  manufacturers  lowered  prices  on  many  cotton  goods  as  a  result  of  the  year- long 
decline  in  cotton  fabric  prices.  Lower  prices  for  men's  suits,,  men’s  cotton 
furnishings  and  cotton  yard  goods  more  than  offset  higher  prices  for  women  s  rayon 
dresses.  Apparel  prices  averaged  slightly  lower  in  6  of  the  10  cities  surveyed  in 
both  October  and  November. 

Housefurnishings  prices  also  declined  slightly  (0.1  percent)  from  mid- 
October  to  mid-November,  with  lower  prices  for  bedroom  suites  and  curtains  more  than 
offsetting  higher  prices  for  electric  refrigerators,  rugs,  and  living-room  furniture, 
Since  November  15,  there  have  been  some  reductions  in  refrigerator  prices. 

The  fuel,  electricity,  and  refrigeration  group  index  advanced  fractionally 
(0.1  percent)  during  the  month.  Gas  and  electricity  rates  were  unchanged  on  the 
average,  but  prices  for  other  fuels  and  for  ice  were  slightly  higher. 

Prices  of  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  rose  fractionally  (0.1  percent) 
from  October  15  to  November "15,  as  higher  prices  were  reported  for  laundry  services. 
Prices  of  household  paper  continued  to  decline. 

Residential  rents  also  advanced  slightly  during  the  month,  reflecting 
continued  adjustments  under  the  Housing  and  Rent  Act.  In  the  3“mon-I,Rs  period  ending 
November  15,  rents  advanced -in  all  12  of  the  cities  surveyed,  with  increases  of 
1  percent  or  more  reported  in  New  Orleans,  Cleveland,  and  Atlanta. 


:  On  December  23,  immediately  upon  completion  of  the  calculations, 

:the  Bureau  released  the  November  19^-8  Consumers'  Price  Index  for  large 
: cities  combined  and  for  each. of  the  l8  cities  through  the  public  press. 
•.Because  of  the  very  large  number  of  people  on.  the  Bureau's  mailing  list, 

; about  a  week  is  required  to  reproduce  and  distribute  this  detailed  report. 


GENERAL  EXPLANATION 
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The  " consumers *  price  index  for  '  federate* income  families  in  largo  cities,”  formerly 
known  as  the  "cost  of  living  index,"  measures  average  changes  in  retail  prices  of 
goods,  rents  and  services  bought  by  families  of  wage  earners  and  moderate* income 
workers  in  large  cities.  Time-to-time  changes  in  the  prices  of  goods  and  services 
are  weighted  by  1934*36  average  expenditures  of  families  vhose  incomes  averaged 
$1524  in  1934*36*  City  data  are  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  weights. 


The  indexes  do  not  indicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in 
another. 


Food  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  56  cities  during  the  first  3  days  of  the  week 
which  includes  the  fifteenth  of  the  month. 


Fuel  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  each  of  the  34  large  cities.  (Effective  with 
the  September  release  the  group  index  formerly  titled  "Fuel,  Electricity,  and  Ice” 
was  designated  "Fuel,  Electricity,  end  Refrigeration. "  No  change  has  been  made 
in  the  items  included  in  the  group.  Indexes  are  comparable  with  those  previously 
published  for  "Fuel,  Electricity,  and  Ice."  The  subgroup  "Other  Fuels  and  Ice"  has 
been  discontinued,  and  separate  indexes  will  be  presented  for  "Other  Fuels"  and 
"Ice.") 

Prices  of  anparel.  heus ef urn ieb ings *  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  are 
obtained  in  10  key  cities  each  month  and  in  24  other  large  cities  quarterly.  Prices 
are  collected  for  8  of  the  24  quarterly  cities  each  month.  The  schedules  for 
pricing  commodities  end  services  in  indivi&aul  cities  is  as  follows: 


Every  January,  April,  February,  May,  March,  June, 

Month  July,  October  August ,  November  September,  December 


Birmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Detroit 

Houston 

Lcs  Angeles 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


Buffalo 
Denver 
Indianapolis 
Kansas  City 
Manchester 
Portland,  Or eg 
Richmond 
Savannah 


Atlanta 
Cleveland 
Mi Iwaukee 
New  Orleans 
Norfolk 
Scranton 
Seattle 
Washington 


Baltimore 

Jacksonville 

Memphis 

Minneapolis 

Mobile 

Portland,  Me. 
St .  Louis 
San  Francisco 


Rental  information  is  obtained  quarterly  in  each  city.  The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistic 
obtains  its  figures  on  rents  by  asking  tenants  in  a  representative  sample  of  dwell¬ 
ings  what  rent  they  pay  and  what  facilities  and  services  are  included  in  the  rent. 

The  samples  are  chosen  to  represent  all  tenant  dwellings,  nev  and  old,  small  and 
large,  single  homes  and  apartments.  The  rents,  so  reported,  are  then  compared  with 
those  rcj>orted  by  the  tenants  for  the  same  dwellings  at  the  time  of  the  last  rent 
survey,  after  adjustments  are  made  for  any  changes  in  the  facilities  (e.g.,  heat) 
and  services  (e.g.,  janitor  service)  included  in  the  rent.  Removal  of  facilities 
and  services  without  compensating  redactions  in  rent  are  treated  as  rent  increases. 
When  facilities  or  services  not  previously  included  in  the  contract  rent  are  added, 
if  the  rent  is  increased  in  excess  of  the  value  of  the  additional  items,  the  excess 
charge  is  reflected  as  a  rent  increase.  Just  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  groups 
(food,  apparel,  etc.)  of  the  consumers'  price  index,  the  rent  index  measures  changes 
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in  the  rent  paid  for  the  same  dwellings  from  one  time  to  another,  not  the  amount  of 
money  which  families  spend  for  housing.  For  example,  it  does  not  reflect  the  costs 
of  repairs  made  by  tenants,  the  change  in  housing  costs  of  workers  v  o  ave  m  gra 
or  moved  to  better  or  poorer  quarters,  nor  does  it  take  into  account  deterioration 
in  upkeep  or  service,  or  the  additional  coots  of  extras  or  premiums  charge  y 
some  landlords  when  they  rent  to  new  tenants.  A  representation  of  new  an  conver  e 
units  is  added  to  the  rent  samples  periodically  and  thereafter  rent  changes  for. 
these  units  are  reflected  in  the  index  as  they  occur.  The  index  is  not  adjusted .to 
reflect  the  differences  between  the  rents  at  which  newly  constructed  or  converte 
dwellings  enter  the  rental  market  and  the  rents  for  comparable  existing  housing. 

The  rent  index  measures  only  changes  in  rents,  and  does  not  reflect  the  costs  of 
shifting  from  renting  to  owning,  or  changes  in  the  costs  of  buying  or  maintain  ng 

owner -occupied  htmes. 

Tables  in  the  release  contain  index  numbers  for  the  current  and  other  specified 
periods  and  show  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates. 

Table  1  shows  indexes  for  all  items  combined,  groups  and  subgroups  for  large 

"cities  combined,  for  the  current  period,  a  month  ago,  3  months  ago,  a  year 
**’  ago,  June  19*4-6  and  August  1939* 

Table  2  shows  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  for  indexes  given  in 
Table  1. 

r 

Table  3  shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  month  and  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  10  cities  surveyed 

monthly . 

Table  ^  shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  8  cities  surveyed  quarterly. 

Table  5  shows  indexes  for  all  items  combined  for  specified  periods  and  percent 
changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates  for  l8  cities  surveyed 
this  month. 

Table  6  shows  current  U.S.  average  prices  for  50  food  items. 

Table  7  shows  food  price  indexes  for  the  current  period,  a  month  ago  and  3  . 

months  ago,  and  corresponding  percent  changes  for  38  cities  for  which  only 
food  price  data  are  collected  or  for  which  complete  price  surveys  were  not 
made  this  month. 

. .  Table  8  shows  fuel  price  indexes  for  the 'current  period  and  percent  changes  to 
the  current  period  from  a  month  ago  and  3  months  ago  for  18  cities  for  which 
oemplete  price  surveys  were  not  made  this  month. 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS*  FRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE -INCOME 
FAMILIES  FOB  LARGE  CITIES  COMBI  NEB*, 

FOB  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 
(1935-59  =  100.0) 


- r 

Nov.  15 ! 
1948  1 

*  i 

Oct .  15 

Aug.  15 

Nov.  15 

June  15 

Aug.  15 

Group 

l 

1948 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1939 

! 

ALL  ITEMS 

372.2  < 

173.6 

174.5 

164.9 

133.3 

98.6 

ALL  FOODS 

"07.5  j 

nil .  5 

216.6 

202.7 

145.6 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

■„  1 
169.9  1 

170.0 

170. 8 

167.9 

122.1 

93.4 

Meats,  poultry  &  fish  * 

245-7  ] 

256.1 

267.0 

227.0 

134.0 

95.7 

Meats 

21*3-1 

254.3 

269. 3 

223.6 

120.4 

95.4 

Eeef  &  veel 

26c .  4 

269.6 

286.2 

226.3 

121,2 

99.6 

Pork 

214.4 

233.9 

246.1 

219.7 

114.3 

88.0 

Lamb 

246.5  ’ 
2C0.5  ■ 

249.4 

266. 6 

227*1 

139.0 

98.8 

Chickens 

>  204.0 

207.8 

184.6 

162.8 

94.6 

Fish 

323.1 

325.9 

304.4 

302.4 

219.7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

199*5 

f  203.0 

211.0 

198.4 

147.8 

93.1 

Eggs 

244.3 

239.0 

220.2 

224.7 

14?.1 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

189.4 

193.5 

199.6 

199.6 

183. 5 

92.4 

Fresh 

193.4 

197.3 

204.8 

205.0 

196.7 

92.8 

Conned 

199.^ 

I58.O 

157-8 

156.5 

127.5 

91.6 

Dried 

230.6 

238.1 

249.2 

251.7 

172.5 

90.3 

Beverages 

206.4 

205.9 

205.3 

194.7 

125.4 

94.9 

Fats-  8c  oils 

169.4 

193 . 0 

197.8 

196.4 

126.4 

84.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

f  •  J;  •  * 

173.3 

173.1 

172.3 

183.2 

136.2 

95-6 

APPAREL 

20X.4 

201,6 

199.7 

190.2 

157.2 

100.3 

RENT 

113.8 

118.7 

117.7 

115.2 

108.5 

104.3 

FUEL,  ELEC,  h  REFRIGEPATI ON* 

137.9 

137.8 

136.8 

126.9 

110.5 

97.5 

Gas  ft,  electricity 

95.4 

95.4 

94.5 

92.5 

92.1 

99.0 

Other  fuels 

191.6 

191.4 

190.1 

I69.I 

133.0 

95.2 

Ice 

133.0 

137,9  ' 

137.3 

129.9 

115.1 

100.0 

EOUSEFURNI SHINGS 

193.7 

198.8 

196.3 

188.9 

156.1 

100.6 

MISCELLANEOUS 

153.9 

1 

153.7 

1 

152.4 

143.0 

127.9 

100.4 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  pege  3- 
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TABLE  2  - 


tUJVk.  JMERS  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MODERATE -T  NrnME 

chakges  to' 


Group 


ALL  ITEMS 
ALL  FOODS  ‘ 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 
Meats,  poultry  &  fish  I 
Meats 

Beef  &  veal 
Pork 
Lamb 
Chickens 
Fish 

Dairy  products 
Eggs 

Fruits  &  vegetables 
Fresh 
Canned 
Dried 
Beverages 
Fats  &  oils 
Sugar  &  sweets 

APPAREL 

RENT 

FUEL,  ELEC.  &  REFRIGERATION* 
Gas,  &  electricity  , 

Other  fuels  j 

Ice 

HOUSEFURNI SHI NGS 

MISCELLANEOUS 


See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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TABLE  3  -  CONSUMERS  '  FRICE  INDEXES  FOB  10  CITIES* _ 

<?TTRVEV>CD  MONTHLY  AMD  FEBCENT  CHA.NGES  FHOM  OCTOBER  15  AMD 

lStf  TO  NOVEMBER  15,  1943  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


•!  Fuel,  Elec.  &  f 
Refrigeration*! 

Gas  &  |  House - 
Total!  Elect-  j  furnish- 


Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Chicago,  Ill. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Texas 
Los  Angeles ,  Calif . 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Phi lade lphia , ;Pa . 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass .  ~  . . 
Chicago,  Ill.  * 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Detroit,  Mich. • 
Houston,  Texas 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
New  York,  H.  Y. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


•Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Chicago,  Ill. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  • 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Texas 
Los  Angeles ,  Calif . ' 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


175.0 

166.7 
175.9 

173.8 

173.1 

173.9 

172.2 
171-0 
171.7 


November  ^ -  1^-8  Indexes  (1935-39  =.100) 

139.4 


175.9 


205.4 
199.2 

211.9 

209.4 

199.9 

217.6 

213.7 

208.7 
202.0 
211.0 


.208.8 

192.3 
203.2 
197.9 

198.5 

212.3 

195.5 
202.2 
I96.O 

234.6 


135.6 

156.1 

131.5 

145.1 

150.5 
121.5  99-7 

124.8  94.0 
133.4 

119.8  142 . 6 
.138.8 


79.0 

■119.2 

83.5 

101.9 

37.3 

•81.9 

•39.3 

100.8 

103.0 

103.3 


192.0 

193.1- 

185'.  5 

193.2 

207.1 
196.8 

189.2 

188.2 
202.5 
205.7 


Fercent  Changes  from  October  15, '  1946 


■1.1 

•0.7 

■1.2 

■1,0 

•0.9 

•0,5 

0.2 

-0.4 

•1.4 

•0.7 


-.2, '6 

■1.7 
■2.8 
■2,3 
-2,.  2 
-1.4 
0:3- 
-1.3 
“3.1 
-1.9 


-0.2 

.  -0.2 

-  -0.4- 

-0.3 

rO.  3 

-0.4 

0.1 

0 

0.1 

0.6 


C 

0.1 

0 

0 

■0.1 

0.1  .... 

0  V  •' 

0.2' 

0  •  • 
0  .  ■  V 


0 

:  0 

-  0:  ' 

0.2 

0.1 

0 

0.3 

0 

0 


•0.6 

0.5 

0.6 

0.5 

0.5 

0 

0.1 

-.a 

•1.2 

0.2 


Percent  Changes  from  August  15,^1948 


t 

!  Miscel- 
! lane cue 


?  ricity  i  inge _ j_ 


149.2 

146.3 
155  •  1 
154.5 

166.4 
153*5 

153.4 
159.4. 
152.3 
148.1 


-0.1 

0.5 

0.3 

C.l 

-0.1 

0.4 

-0.1 

1.0 

0.1 

0.3 


-2.4 

-6.3 

:/  0,9 

•'  0.5 

c. 

0 

0.2 

-0.1 

-1.2  • 

-4.6 

.  1.1 

Mi 

2.5 

6.1 

3.3 

1.7 

-1.6  • 

— p-.  2 

4-3 

■- 

0.4 

0 

2.3 

1.6 

-1.1 

-4.0 

;  “  0*2 

* 

2.8 

7.2 

1-9 

1.0 

-1.7 

-4.9 

!  .0.4 

0.5 

0.7 

-0.2 

0.2 

-0.7  . 

-2.8 

"0,7 

•9.3 

1.3 

0.1 

-0.3 

0.6 

0.7 

0.5 

0.4 

O’.  7 

0 

0 

1.2 

1.1 

-1.3 

-3.8 

0.9 

■  *  M*  • 

0.4 

0.3 

0.8 

1.1 

-1.8 

-4.9 

0.9 

0.5 

0 

0 

-0.1 

1.7 

-1.3 

-4.5 

2.4 

-  • 

O' 

-0.1 

1.0 

l.l 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 
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TABIf)  4  -  CONSUMERS*  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  8  CITIES* 
SURVEYED  QUARTERLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  AUGUST  15,  1948 
TO  NOVEMBER  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


City 

— 

All 

Items 

■ 

Food 

. 

Apparel 

‘  Be  nt' 

Fuel,  E 
Pe frige 

Total 

lec .  & 
rat ion* 
Gas  & 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

House - 
furnish- 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

November 

15,  1948  Indexes  (1935 

-39  =  100) 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

173.7 

205.9 

206.9 

121.4 

148.2 

77.0 

201.8 

156.7 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

176.2 

217.0 

198.8 

125.6 

145.1 

105.6 

I85.O 

153.3 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

171.2 

207.5 

201.4 

117.3 

145.8 

104.5 

195.3 

150.0 

New  Orleans,  La.. 

176.6 

218.0 

209.2 

113.2 

113.4 

75.1 

197.4 

147.2 

Norfolk,  Va. 

174.0 

211.8 

197.0 

115.5 

149.9 

102.6 

196.2 

152.0 

Scranton,  Pa. 

169.4 

202.8 

206.9 

109.0 

144.7 

91.8 

182.2 

141.8 

Seattle,  Wash. 

174.3 

213.4 

197.2 

123.2 

126.5 

91.5 

197.9 

156.9 

Washington,  D.  C. 

167.1 

203.5 

221.5 

104.1 

137.7 

98.6 

204.8 

155.4 

Percent  Changes 

from  August  15, 

1948 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

-1.4 

-4.5 

0.1 

1.2 

0 

0.1 

0.6 

1.0 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

-1.7 

'5-2 

1.3 

1.0 

1.0 

0 

0.5 

0.7 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

-1.9 

-5.2 

0.3 

0.5 

0.4 

0 

-0.6 

0.9 

New  Orleans,  La. 

-1.8 

-4.6 

0 

1.0 

0.4 

0 

2.4 

1.7 

Norfolk,  Va. 

-1.2 

-3*9 

0.4 

0.3 

1.4 

4.9 

0.5 

1.2 

Scranton,  Pa. 

-3.0 

-6.7 

0.8 

0.8 

0.1 

0 

-1.2 

0.5 

Seattle,  Wash. 

-1.1 

-3.0 

0.9 

0.8 

1.9 

0 

0.4 

1.4 

Washington,  D.  C. 

-1.2 

-5.3 

0.8 

0.6 

0.6 

0 

1.8 

2.2 

TABLE  5  r  CONSUMERS  '  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  18  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  NOVEMBER  15,  1948  FROM  ; 
SPECIFIED  DATES,  'BY  CITIES 


City 

Indexes,  1935-39  = 

100 

Percent  Change  to 
November  15,  1948  from 

Nov.  15 
1948 

Nov.  15 ! 

1947  ! 

June  15 
1946 

!  Aug;  15 

L  1939 

Nov.  15  | 

. . 1947 1 

June  15  |  Aug.  15 

1946  i  1939 

AVERAGE 

172.2 

164.9 

133.3 

98.6 

4.4 

29.2- 

74.6 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

173.7 

167.5 

133.3 

98.0 

3-7 

29.8  c 

77.2 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

175.0 

171.6 

136.5 

98.5 

2.0 

28.2 

77.7 

Boston,  Mass. 

166.7 

158.3 

127.9 

97.1 

5.3 

30.3 

71.7 

Chicago,  Ill. 

175.9 

168.3 

130.9 

98.7 

4.5 

34.4 

78.2 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

173.0 

167.1 

132.2 

97.3 

4.0 

31.5 

73.6 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

176.2 

166.9 

135.7 

100.0 

5.6 

29.8 

76.2 

Detroit,  Mich. 

173.1 

166.6 

136.4 

93.5 

3.9 

26.9 

75.7 

Houston,  Texas 

173-9 

165.8 

130.5 

100.7 

4.9 

33-3 

•72.7 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

172.2 

164.1 

136.1 

100.5 

4.9 

26.5 

71.3 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

171.2 

164.0 

131.2 

97.0 

4.4 

30.5 

■76.5 

New  Orleans,  La. 

176.6 

173.2 

138.0 

99.7 

2.0 

28.0 

77.1 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

171.0 

163.3 

135.8 

99.0 

4.7 

25.9 

72.7 

Norfolk,  Va. 

174.0 

; 168.2 

135.2 

97.8 

3.4 

28.7 

77.9 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

171.7 

164.2 

132.5 

97.8 

4.6 

29.6 

75.6 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

175.9 

168.1 

134.7 

98.4 

4.6 

30.6 

73.8 

Scranton,  Pa. 

169.4 

165.2 

132.2 

96.0 

2.5 

28.1 

76.5 

Seattle,  Wash. 

174.3 

166.2 

137.0 

100.3 

4.9 

27.2 

73-8 

Washington,  D.  C. 

I67.I 

161.7 

133.8 

98.6 

— . . .  .... 

3.3 

24.9 

69.5 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3» 
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TABLE  6  - 


AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES  OF-  FOOD  IN  -tARGE  CITIES  COMBiNEi**, 

NOVEMBER  15,  1943 


Pood  and  Unit 


Nov .  15 

Average 1 


Cents 


CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS 
'Cereals: 

Flour,  vheat,  5  lb.  • 

Com  flakes,  11  oz. 

Corn  meal,  lb. 

Rice,  lb. 

Rolled  oata,  20  oz. 

Bakery  products: 

Bread,  vhite,  lb. 

Vanilla  cookies,  lb.  • 

MEATS ; 

Beef: 

Round  steak,  lb. 

/  Rib  roast,  lb. 

•  Chuck  roast,  lb. 

•  Hamburger,  lb. 

Veal: 

Cutlets,  lb. 

Pork: 

Chops ,  lb . 

Bacon,  sliced,  lb. 

Ham,  vhole ,  lb . 

Sa3.t  pork,  lb. 

Lamb: 

Leg,  lb . 

Poultry: 

Roasting  chickens,  lb. 

FiBh: 

Salmon,  pink,  l6  oz.  can 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

Butter,  lb. 

Cheese,  lb.  •. 

Milk,  fresh. (delivered),  qt. 
Milk,  fresh  (grocery),  qt. 

Milk,  evaporated, 14-1/2  oz.  can 


47*5 

16.3 

10.2 

19.5 

17.1 

11.9 

44.8 


91.0 

75.4 

65.4 

57.1 

99.1 

72.4 

76.5 
66.8 
41.8 

71.! 

60.5 
61/3 


74.9 
64U 
‘23 . 1' 
21:6 
15?.  0 


Food  and  Unit 


EGGS,  fresh  doz. 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES : 

Fresh: 

Apples,  lb;;  ... 

Bananas,  lb.  . 8. • 

•  Oranges,  size  200,  doz. 
Beans ,  green ,  lb . 

•  Cabbage,  lb.  ' 

Carrots,  bunch 
Lettuce,  head 
Onions,  lb. 

Potatoes,  15  lb. 

Spinach,  lb. 

Sveetpotatoes ,  lb . 

Canned: 

•Peaches,  #2-l/2  can 
Pineapple,  #2-l/2  can 
Corn,  #2  can 
Peas,  #2  can 
Tomatoes,  #2  can 
Dried: 

Prunes,  lb. 

Navy  beans,  lb. 

BEVERAGES: 

Coffee,  lb. 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

Lard,  /  lb . 

Shortening,  hydrogenated,  lb 
Salad  dressing,  pt. 
Oleomargarine,  lb. 

I  *  ' 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS:  .  •  / 

Sugar,  lb. 


Nov .  15 
Average 
Cents 


84.5 


12.0 

16.4 

42.7 

24.5 
'  5.1 

9.9 

13.1 
.6.4 
Jl.  5 

11. 1 

9.4 

32.4 

38.8 

19.8 

15.4 
16.3 

21.5 
18.8 


51.8 


28.5 

42.5 

39.7 

38.9 


9.4 


*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3- 
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TABLE  T  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  39  CITIES* 
AND.  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  OCTOBER  15  AND  AUGUST  15,  1948 

TO  NOVEMBER  15,  1949,  BY  CITIES 


City 

•  •  ;  .  {  ‘ 

Indexes  (1935*39  =  100 ) 

Percent  Change  to 
•  •  Nov .  15.  1^43  from 

Nov.  15 
1948 

Oct.  15 
1943 

Aug .  15 
1948 

Oct .  15  ~ 

1943 

Aug.  15 

1948 

Ealtlmore,  M&.  ■  ‘ 

218.7 

l 

224.5 

228.9 

-2.6 

-4.5 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

205.9 

209.3 

214.6 

-1.6  < 

-4.1 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

201.6 

206.4 

213.0  , 

*2.3  ' 

-5.4 

Butte,  Mont.  ■x 

209.3 

■  214.9 

215.1 

-2.6 

-2.7 

Cedar  Rapidc,  I ova  1 / 

214.4 

218.0 

222.2  .  ' 

-1.7 

-3.5 

Charleaton,  S,  C. 

198.9 

204.9 

•  < 

208.0 

•2,9  • 

-4.4 

Columbus,  Ohio  '  ‘  ' 

. -  193.1 

197.2 

202.2 

-2.1 

-4.5 

Dallas,  Texas 

212.7 

214.7 

215.2 

-0.9 

•  -1.2 

Denver,  Colo. 

207.7 

208.3 

213.1 

-0.3  .  . 

-2.5 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

202.5 

:  209.1 

213-5 

*3.2 

-5-2 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

206.8 

211.8 

217.1 

-2.4 

-4.7 

Jackson,  Miss,  l/ 

212.7 

218.6 

220.6 

-•2.7 

-3.6 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

212.6 

217.5 

220.7 

-2.3 

-3.7 

Kansas  City,  Mo; 

198.5 

.,  201.1 

205.4 

*1-3 

•*3.4 

Knoxville,  Term.  1 / 

233.9 

236.7 

244.6 

-1,2  ' 

:  -4.4 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

202.4 

'  206.5 

212.4 

r.  -2.0  .I 

-4.7 

Louisville,  Ky. 

198.9 

201.7 

207.4 

'  -1.4 

-4.1 

Manchester,  N,  H. 

204.8 

.  210.4 

217.8 

:  -2.7  :•-« 

-6.0 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

219.0 

223.7 

227.1 

-2.1  r  . 

-3.6 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

197.8 

•  202.2 

209.2 

-2.2  -  . 

-5.4 

Mobile,  Ala. 

211.3 

213.8 

222.7 

.  :  rl . 2  : 

-5.1 

Newark,  N.  J. 

203.9 

205.8 

212.6' 

-0.9 

-4.1 

Nev  Haven,  Conn. 

199.6 

203.5 

205.6 

-I.9 

-  -2.9 

Omaha,  Nebr. 

205.6 

210.2 

211.1 

-2.2 

-2.6 

Peroria:,  Ill. 

219.0 

222.1 

230.8 

-1.8 

-5.5 

Portland,  Mo. 

198.0 

204.1 

209.8 

-3.Q 

•'-•5.6 

Portland,  Oreg. 

222.9 

227.7 

234.1 

-2.1 

-4.8 

Providence,  R.  I. 

211.7 

218.4 

'227.2.  ’ 

-3.1 

-6.8 

Richmond,  Va. 

203.6 

209.7 

211.7 

-2.9 

-3.8 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

■  196.7 

200.7 

209.7 

-2.0 

-6.2 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

213.1 

217.4  ...... 

225.3  . 

-2.0 

-5.4 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

•  -  194.8 

199.7 

204.5  • 

-2,5 

-4.7 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

208.8 

211.2 

2io.0 

-1.1 

-3.3 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

219.5 

223.0 

224.3 

-1.6 

-2.1 

Savannah,  Ga. 

215.0 

21Q.2 

223.3 

-1.9 

-3.7 

Springfield,  Ill. 

215.2 

219.5 

227.0 

-2.0 

-5.2 

Wichita,  Kans .  l/ 

222.2 

220.0 

224.7 

+1.0 

-1.1 

Wlnrton-Salem,  N.  C.  l/ 

206.1 

212.7 

215.8 

-3.1 

-4.5 

*  See  Genoml  Explanation  on  page  3* 
1/  June  .191*0  -  100. 
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TABLE  8  -  INDEXES  OF  RETAIL  PRICES  OP  FUELS,  ELECTRICITY  AND  REFRIGERATION 

FOR  16  CITIES* 

AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  OCTOBER  15-  AND  AUGUST  15,  1948 
TO  NOVEMBER  15,  1948.  m  CITIE& 


« 

City 

Index  Nov. 
( 1935-39 

15,  i<$3~ 

_PBrtvfiafeKaifai«©  to  Novi  15*  1948  fr^m_ 

*  100) 

October 

iij iskL 

August 

L5,_  1948 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elec. 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elec. 

Total 

u 

Gas  & 
Elec . 

Baltimore,  Md. 

145.0 

121.4 

0 

0.1 

•0.1 

-0.3 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

140.2 

*  96.0 

0 

0 

0.8 

0 

Denver,  Cole. 

112.1 

69.2 

0 

0 

0.2 

0 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

155.2 

86.6 

0 

0 

0.8 

0 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

146.9 

100.2 

0 

0 

-0.3 

0 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

129.1 

66.7 

0 

0,2 

1.2 

0 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

158.2 

99.0 

0.6 

0.3 

1.6 

4.7 

Memphis,  Teim. 

135.0 

77*0 

0 

0 

0.1 

0 

Minneapolis ,  Milan. 

11*2.7 

73.9 

1.6 

4.1 

2.3 

4.1 

Mobile,  Ala. 

129-8 

83.9 

0 

0 

0.3 

-0.1 

Portland,  Me. 

154-9 

108  .4 

0.3 

-0.1 

2.8 

-0.1 

Portland,  Oreg. 

129.4 

95.1 

0.2 

0.1 

1. 3 

0.2 

Richmond,  Va. 

142.4 

95.6 

0 

0 

0.1 

0 

St.  Louie,  Mo. 

135.7 

83,4 

•1-9 

-6.1 

-1.9 

-6.1 

Savannah,  Ga, 

154.6 

101.5 

-0.8 

0 

0.8 

11.3 

San  Francieco,  Calif. 

63.1 

72.7 

0 

0 

1 . . 

0 

0 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3* 
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U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LA. BOR 

'  •  ‘  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  Moffatt  -  532 

Washington  25,  D.  C. 

CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  INDEX  AND  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICES  THE  LIBRARY  Of  THF 

December  15,  1948 

Consumers’  Price  Index  and  Retail  Food  Prices  Continue  to^  14  IQ/in 
Decline  Between  November  15  and  December  15,  1948,, 

..  ...  .  .  Of  ILLINOIS 


This  report  combines  information  on  the  Consumers ’ 

Price  Index  and  tRe  Retail  Food  Price  Index.  Final  indexes 

for  December  1%  1948,  for  individual  cities  and  large  cities 
combined  are  griven  herein. 


lB,M  ®  °f  R00ds  and  services  bought  by  moderato-income  families  in 

large  cities  declined  0.5  percent  from  November  15  to  December  15,  1948,  continuing 

nh°  movement  begun  in  October,  according  to  the  Bureau  of  labo^  Statistics, 

.S._ Department  o.  Labor.  The  consumers’  price  index  on  December  15,  at  171  4 

percent  of  the  1935-39  average,  was  still  2.6  percent  higher  than  a' year  ago,  29 

S"?  Jun%1;^6'  ®nd  nearl3r  W  percent  above  the  August  I939  level.  Sub- 

Of  aonavil  a  PT  *  Were  agaln  ohief:l^  responsible  for  the  decrease;  prices 

dfclined  i?y  °nrh!lf  0f  °ne  pTcent;  fuel»  “d  housefurniehings  prices  also 

declined  fractionally.  Rents  rose  b;^  0.6  percent. 


peak  in  AugXt“fl  7?%' ?' °Tf  °f  1?48’  cons™er  Prlces  °n  the  average  advanced  to  a 
?  ,  f'  *  (174.5);  between  August  and  December  the  index  declined  1.8  percent, 

nrifesRoseT6  °l  T°?d  PrlCe3'  FollowinR  declines  in  the  first  quarter,  food 

prices  rose  to  a  peak  in  July  and  then  decreased  steadily,  reaching  a  point  bv  the 

year-end  almost  1  percent  below  December  1947-  Prices  of’ other  mafor  groups  rose 
with  few  interrupt! on r  im+.-n  -tr,  - - -  d  ^  1UHO 


1  ?  r,ercAjnK»remwer'  f0011  prices?  declining  for  the  fifth  consecutive  month,  were 

December  ?5  waaPOsT!  ’  Pf =ent  belov  the  Pea*-  The  food  index  on 

j™e  lQ46  5  r/  5;  percent  of  the  1935-39  average,  4l  percent  higher  than  in 

and  u^hMged  to  1  &Veraged  W  in  45  °f  the  56  °ltieS  su™yed,  higher  to  10 


seasonal  drofn^lX!  °f  f°°dS  contrlbuted  to  the  decrease,  led  by  a  more-than- 

^  ^  I)erceirt  in  egg  prices.  Meat  prices  dropped  3.2  percent  during 

advances  for  “*  m°6t  P°rk  0Ute  more  than  °ffset  sharp 

about  67  cXt  f  ;°fk  °P  prlceS  dropped  further  to  an  average  price  of 

than  5  percent  ?  PTd;  aBd  °Us  dropped  2'6  percent’  led  by  decreases  of  more 

5  Percent  foi  lard  and  over  2  percent  for  margarine.  Dairy  products  and  sugar 

2  peri:nt8led8h0vWhTeh1OWer  than"  “  ^  Fre8h  fr'Jlts  vegetables  advanced 
were  unchlng"  °on  ^average!  V6getable8  decllned  fractionally,  and  canned  good, 


15  49-2609 
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The  apparel  price  index  declined  0,5  percent  betveen  November  15  and 
December  15,  as  lever  prices  were  reported  for' men's  ©uits,  business  shirts,  and 
pajamas,  and  women’s  coats  and  rayon  dresses.  Apparel  prices  were  lover,  on  the 
average  in  December  in  all  of  the  10  cities  surveyed  in  both  November  and  December. 

Hous ©furnishings  prices  declined  fractionally  (0.1  percent)  during  the 

month,  reflecting  scattered  declines  in  furniture  and  textile  furnishings. 

The  fuel,  electricity,  and  refrigeration  group  index  declined  fractionally 
(0.1  percent)  from  mid '•November  to  ml  (^December,  interrupting  a  rise  that  has  con¬ 
tinued  since  June  19^7.  Lower  rates  for  electricity  in  Boston  more  than  offset 
increased  rates  in  Atlanta.  Other  fuels  were  slightly  lover  on  the  average,  and  ice 

prices  advanced  0.3  percent  during  the  month. 

The  miscellaneous  group  index  advanced  slightly  (0.1  percent)  from 
November  15  to  December  15#  as  higher  prices  for  toilet  and  laundry  soap  more  than 
offset  slight  reduction's  in  gasoline  prices. 

Residential  rents  advanced  on  the  average  0.6  percent  from  mid-November  to 
mid-December.  In  the  quarter  ending  December  15,  rents  rose  3*^  percent  in  Chicago, 
2.5  percent  in  Minneapolis,  sued  1.2  percent  in  Memphis.  Smaller  increases  over  the 
quarter  were  reported  in  all  other  cities  surveyed  in  December. 


5*  On  J anuary  20 ,  immediately  upon  c omplet ion  of  the  calculat ions ,  : 

:the  Bureau  released  the  December  19^0  Consumers’  Price  Index  for  large  : 

: cities  combined  and  for  each  of  the  10  cities  through  the  public  press.  : 

: Because  of  th©  very  large  number  of  people  on  the  Bureau’s  mailing  list,  : 

; &bont- a  week  is  required  to  reproduce  and  distribute  this  detailed  report.:, •- 


GENERAL  EXPLANATION 
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The  "consumers’  price  index  for  moderate- income  families  in  large  cities,"  formerly 
knovn  as  the  cost  of  living  index,"  measures 'average  changes  in  retail  prices  of 
goods,  rents  and  services  bought  by  families  of  wage  earners  and  moderate- income 
workers  in  large  cities.  Time-to-time  changes  in  the  prices  of  goods  and  services 

^L7e^Sh?ed.byzr1934"36  average  expenditures  of  families  whose  incomes  averaged 
m  1934-38.  City  data  are  combined  for  the  United  States  with  the  use  of 
population  we ight s . 

The  indexes  do  not  indicate  whether  it  costs  more  to  live  in  one  city  than  in 
another . 


—9.9 'A:  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  ^6  cities  during  the  first 
which  includes  the  fifteenth  of  the  month. 


3  days  of  the  week 


l^el  prices  are  collected  monthly  in  each  of  the  34  large  cities.  (Effective  with 

the  September  release  the  group  index  formerly  titled  "Fuel,  Electricity,  and  Ice" 

was  aesignatea  Fuel,  Electricity,  and  Refrigeration."  No  change  has  been  made 

m  the  items  inciuded  in  the  group.  Indexes  are  comparable  with  those  previously 

published  for  Fuel,  Electricity,  and  Ice."  The  subgroup  "Other  Fuels  and  Ice"  has 

oeen  discontinued,  and  separate  indexes  will  be  presented  for  "Other  Fuels"  and 
Ice.  ) 


,  and  miscellaneous  goods  and  services  are 
obtained  in  10  key  cities  each  month  and  in  94  other  large  cities  quart"e7>. 
are  collected  for  8  of  the  24  quarterly  cities  each  month.  The  schedule  for 
pricing  commodities  and  services  in  individual  cities  is  as  follows: 


Prices 


Every 

Month 

Birmingham 

Boston 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Detroit 

Houston 

Los  Angeles 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 


January,  April, 
July,  October 

Buffalo 
Denver 
Indianapolis 
Kansas  City 
Manchester 
Portland,  Or eg. 
Richmond 
Savannah 


February,  May, 

A  ugu  8 1 ,  N ovemb er 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

New  Orleans 

Norfolk 

Scranton 

Seattle 

Washington 


March,  June, 
September,  December 

Balt imore 

Jacksonville 

Memphis 

Minneapolis 

Mobile 

Portland,  Me. 

St .  Louis 
San  Francisco 


information  is  obtained  quarterly  in  each  city.  The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistic 
obtains  its  figures  on  rents  by  asking  tenants  in  a  representative  sample  of  dwell-* 

Thf^mni'  P  PaVnd  What  f8cillties  and  services  are  included  in  the  rent, 

ia-c  Ch0Ben ,to  represent  all  tenant  dwellings,  new  and  old,  small  and 

la-ge,  single  homes  and  apartments.  The  rents,  so  reported,  are  then  compered  with 
those  reported  by  the  tenants  for  the  same  dwellings  at  the  time  of  the  last  relt 
af jer  adjustments  are  made  for  any  changes  in  the  facilities  (e.g.,  heat! 
and  services  (eg.,  janitor  service)  included  in  the  rent.  Removal  of  facilities 
““  compensating  reductions  in  rent  are  treated  as  rent  increases, 
if'th^  re4  Vr  S5rvf  f  not  Previously  included  in  the  contract  rent  are  added, 

charge  ^s  reflect^T  fT”  the  Value  of  the  additional  items,  the  excess 

(foof  reUeCt"d  sB  a,  rent  lncrease-  Just  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  groups 

,  pparel,  etc.)  oi  the  consumers'  price  index,  the  rent  index  measures  changes 
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in  the  rent  paid  for  the  sane  dwellings  from  one  time  to  another,  not  the  amount  of 
money  which  families  spend  for  housing.  For  example,  it  does  not  reflect  the  costs 
c  repairs  made  by  tenants,  the  change  in  housing  costs  of  workers  who  have  migrated 
or  moved  to  better  or  poorer  quarters,  nor  does  it  take  into  account  deterioration 
in  upkeep  or  service,  or  the  additional  costs  of  "extras"  or  premiums  charged  by 
some  landlords  when  they  rent  to  new  tenants.  A  representation  of  new  and  converted 
units  is  added  to  the  rent  samples  periodically  and  thereafter  rent  changes  for 

^reflected  in  the  index  as  they  occur.  The  index  is  not  adjusted  to 
rei lect  the  diiferences  between  the  rents  at  which  newly  constructed  or  converted 
dwell. ngs  enter  the  rental  market  and  the  rente  for  comparable  existing  housing. 

“deX  measures  only  Ganges  in  rants,  and  does  not  reflect  the  costs  of 
shifting  irom  renting  to  owning,  or  changes  in  the  costs  of  buying  or  maintaining 
ovner- occupied  homes  4  & 

contain  index  numbers  for  the  current  and  other  specified 
periods  and  snow  percent  changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates. 

— 1 ~ ~  shoVB  indexG3  for  items  combined,  groups  and  subgroups  for  len*e 
cities  combined,  for  the  current  period,  a  month  ago,  3  months' ago,  a  year 
ago,  June  194b  and  August  1939. 

— ~~  Bhove  Percent  changes  to  the  current  period  for  indexes  given  in 
lable  1* 

TahleJ  shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 

changes  over  the  month  and  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  10  cities  surveyed 
monthly.  J 

TabieJ.  Shows  current  indexes  for  all  items  combined  and  groups,  and  percent 
changes  over  the  quarter  for  each  of  8  cities  surveyed  quarterly. ^ 

TaWg^  shows  indexes  for  all  items  combined  for  specified  periods  end  percent 

.  changes  to  the  current  period  from  specified  dates  for  18  cities  surveyed 
this  month,  J 

TabOe__6  shows  current  U.S.  average  prices  for  49  food  items. 

Table J  shows  food  price  indexes  for  the  current  period,  a  month  ago  snd  3 
months  ago,  and  corresponding  percent  changes  for  38  cities  for  which  only 

,ma°de  ?hi3Cem^th.are  C°Ue°ted  *  VhlCh  COmplete  pri*s  SU^S 

— shovf  fuel  Prloe  indexes  for  the  current  period  snd  percent  changes  to 
the  current  period  from  a  month  ago  and  3  months  ago  for  18  cities  for  which 
complete  price  surveys  vere  not  made  this  month. 
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TABLE  1  -  CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  INDEX  FOR  MQDERATE-INCCKB 
FAMILIES  FOR  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*, 

FOR  SPECIFIED  BATES,  W  GROUPS 
U935-39  =  loo.o) 


Group 

• 

Dec.  15 
1043 

Nov.  15 
1943 

...  .  . 

Sept.  15 

1943 

J 

Dec.  15|  June  15 

1947  j  1946 

Aug.  1! 
1939 

ALL  ITEMS 

ma 

172.2 

174.5 

167.0 

T - 

j  133-3 

98*6 

ALL  FOODS 

205.0 

207^5 

215.2 

206.9 

14;; .  6 

93.5 

Cereals  &  bakery  products 

170.2 

169.9 

170.7 

170.5 

122.1 

93*4 

Meets,  poultry  &  fish 

ski.  3 

246.7 

265.3 

227.3 

134*0 

95*7 

Meats 

235.4 

243.1 

265.9 

223.2 

120.4 

95.4 

Beef  &  veal 

255-1 

262 . 4 

280.8 

227.6 

121.2 

99-6 

Perk 

206.2 

j  214,4 

247.9 

213,2 

114.3 

88.0 

Lamb 

23  6.6 

246.5 

j  256.6 

221.5 

139,0 

98.8 

Chickens 

203.0 

i  200.5 

209.4 

190.7 

16:2.8 

94.6 

Fieh 

323.1 

328.1 

314.9 

302.3 

219.7 

99.6 

Dairy  products 

199-2 

159.5 

208.7 

204.9 

147.8 

93.1 

Egg3 

217.3 

2U.3 

226.6 

236.I 

147*1 

90.7 

Fruits  &  vegetables 

192.3 

189.4 

195.8 

205.3 

183.5 

92.4 

Freeh 

196.2 

192.4 

199.6 

|  212.1 

196.7 

92.8 

Canned 

159.4 

159-4 

159.0 

157.3 

127.5 

91.6 

Dried 

229.8 

230.6 

249*1 

255.4 

172.5 

90.3 

Beverages 

207.8 

206.4 

205.6 

198.5 

125.4 

94.9 

Fats  &  oils 

184.4 

189.4  ! 

19-6.3 

203.2 

126.4 

84.5 

Sugar  &  sweets 

173.0 

173.3  1 

173.2 

183.7 

136.2 

95.6 

APPAREL 

200. 4 

2C1.4  i 

201.0 

191.2 

157.2 

IOO.3 

RIOT 

119.5 

118.8 

118.5  | 
1 

115.4 

108,5 

104.3 

FUEL,  ELEC*.  REFRIGERATION* 

'  137.8 

137.9 

•  137.3  i 

127.8 

110.5 

97.5 

GpvS  8s  electricity 

95.3 

95.4 

94.6 

92.6 

92.1 

99.0  ‘ 

Other  fueis 

191.3 

191.6 

191.0 

171.1 

133-0 

95-2 

Ice 

133.4 

133.0 

137.6 

129,8 

115.1 

100.0 

HOUSEFURNISHINGS 

198.6 

198.  T 

198.1 

191.4 

156.1 

100.6 

MISCELLANEOUS 

> 

154.0 

153.9 

I 

L 

152.7 

144.4 

127.9 

1 

100.4 

* /See>.  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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TABLE  2  -  CONSrflERS'  PRICE  IICEX  POP  MODERATE  -INCOME 
FAMILIES  FOP  LARGE  CITIES  COMBINED*.  AND  PERCENT 
CHANGES  TO  DECEMBER  10,  1948  FROM  SPECIFIED  DATES,  BY  GROUPS 


December  lQitQ 

TABLE  3  “  CONSUMERS ’  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  10  CITIES* 

SURVEYED  MONTHLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  NOVEMBER  IS  AND 
SEPTEMBER-  15,  1948  TO  DECEMBER  15,  1948  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


. . . 

All 

Items 

[ 

— 

Fuel,  Elec.  & 
Ref rigerat ion* 

City 

Food 

Apparel 

Rent 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elect- 

House - 
furnish- 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

ricity 

ings 

Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Chicago,  Ill. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Texas 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
New  York,  N.Y. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


December  15,  1948  Indexes  (1Q35-^Q  =  100) 


174.8 

204.8 

207.4 

164.7 

194.2 

192.1 

115.2 

175.4 

208.2 

202.4 

138.3 

172.2 

205.2- 

196.1 

115.1 

172.8 

198.7 

198.3 

— 

173.8 

218.1 

211.0 

172.7 

214.9 

194.8 

— 

169.2 

204.3 

200.7 

170.6 

199.3 

195.5 

174.9 

208.0 

234.1 

- 

135-6 

79.6 

193.0 

150.0 

154.8 

116.9 

193.0 

146.1 

131.4 

83.5 

186.0 

155.0 

145-7 

101.9 

193.5 

154.5 

150.4 

87.1 

206.7 

166.7 

99-4 

81.5 

198.5 

153.4 

94.0 

89.3 

189.0 

154.1 

133-3 

100.8 

187.4 

159.6 

142.6 

103.0 

201.7 

152.6 

139-7 

103.3 

205.4 

148.5 

Percent  Changes  from  November  15.  1QL8 


Birmingham,  Ala. 
Boston,  Mass. 
Chicago,  Ill. 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Detroit,  Mich. 
Houston,  Texas 
Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pittsburgh,  Pa, 


-0.1 

-0.3 

-0.7 

-1.2 

-2.5 

-0.4 

-0.3 

-1.7 

-0.4 

-0.9 

-2.0 

-0.9 

-0.2 

-0.6 

-0.1 

-0.1 

0.2 

-0.6 

0.3 

0.6 

-0.4 

-1.1 

-2.1 

-0.7 

-0.6 

-1.3 

-0.3 

-0.6 

-1.4 

-0.2 

- 

0 

0 

- 

-0.8 

-1.9 

- 

-0.1 

0 

- 

0.4 

0 

- 

-0.1 

-0.2 

«• 

-0.3 

-0.5 

- 

0 

0 

- 

-0.1 

0 

- 

0 

0 

- 

0. 6 

0 

0.2 

-0.1 

0.3 

0.2 

-0.2 

-0.2 

-0.1 

-0.4 

-0.4 

-0.1 


0.5 

-0.1 

-0.1 

0 

0.2 

-0.1 

0.5 

0.1 

0.2 

0.3 


Percent  Changes  from  September  15,  1948 


Birmingham,  Ala. 

-2.1 

-5.3 

-0.8 

.. 

0 

0 

0  *=> 

Boston,  Mass. 

“2.5 

“6.3 

-0.1 

-0.5 

1.2 

3.9 

V.  J 

1.0 

Chicago,  Ill. 

-2.2 

-6.0 

-0.6 

3.4 

-0.1 

0 

1  4 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

“2.3 

-5-9 

-1.0 

0.9 

2.8 

7.2 

1  7 

Detroit,  Mich. 

-1-5 

-4.3 

-0.1 

-0.1 

-0.2 

0.1 

Houston,  Texas 

-0.9 

“2.5 

-1.0 

- 

-0.2 

-0.4 

0. 1 

Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

1.0 

1.3 

0.2 

am 

0 

0 

V  •  J. 

n 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

-2.4 

“5*5 

-1.1 

— 

0 

0.2 

-0  1 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

-2.4 

-6. 0 

0.3 

am 

0 

0 

-1  4 

Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

1 

-1.9 

-5.2 

0.6 

- 

0.6 

-0.1 

-L  .  *+ 

0.2 

0.5 

1.0 

0.1 

0.4 

0.1 

0.6 

1.3 

1.7 

1.7 

1.3 


*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 


Page  8 

r^ocember  1948 

TABLE  4  -  CONSUMERS 1  FBICF  INDEXES.  FOB  3  .CITIES* 
SURVEYED  QUARTERLY  AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  SEPTEMBER  15,  1043 
TO  DECEMBER  15,  1948,  BY  CITIES  AND  MAJOR  GROUPS 


r 

■ 

Fuel,  Elec .  & 
Ref  r igeret ion*' 

. 

City 

■  J. 

All 

Items 

! 

Food  | 

.  .  ! 

Apparel 

Pest 

Total 

... 

Gas  3s 
Elect¬ 
ricity 

House - 
furnish¬ 
ings 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

.  December  15,  1946  Indexes  (1935-39  =  100) 

Baltimore,  Md. 

174.0 

214.6 

193.3 

116.5 

143.3 

122.0 

201.0 

149.4 

Jacks onv 1 11 e ,  Fla. 

176.2 

209.9 

193.1 

127.7 

145.8 

100.2 

190.7 

159-6 

Memphis,  Term- 

174.3 

217*9 

210.5 

129.5 

135.0 

77.0 

182.6 

141.5 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

170.  a 

195.6 

204.2 

129*8 

142.8 

78.9 

191.7 

159.5 

Mobile,  Ala. 

173.5 

211.8 

203.5 

125.9 

129.8 

84.0 

173.2 

*  145.3" 

Portland,  Me. 

167.1 

195.0 

200.2 

113.3 

154.0 

103.5 

193.4 

152.0 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

171.1 

212.2 

201.4 

119.7 

135*7 

88.4 

175.4 

145.3 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

176.7  221.1  196.0  115.9  62.3 

Percent.  Changes  from  September 

.75.7 

15,  194? 

169. 6 

3 

164.2 

Baltimore,  Md. 

-2.9 

-6.2 

-1.2 

0.8 

0.2 

0.6 

-0. 8 

0.3 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

-1.6 

-4.3 

0.2 

0.5 

-0.1 

0 

2.4 

-0.3 

Memphis,  Term. 

-1.6 

-4.3 

0 

1.2 

0 

0 

l.l 

•  0.1 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

-1.7 

-5.0 

■-  -0.8 

2.5 

2.3 

4.1 

-1.8 

-0.3 

Mobile,  Ala. 

-2.1 

-4.6 

-1.5 

0.3 

0 

0 

-0.2 

0.1 

Port3.and,  Mo. 

-2.1 

-5.8 

-o.  2 

0.8 

-0.3 

0 

1.2 

0.7 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

-2.2 

-4.8 

-0.4 

0.1 

-1.9 

-6.1 

0.3 

0.3 

San  Francisco,  Calif .{ 

-0.2 

-1.4 

-0.4 

0.5 

-0.4 

0 

2.7 

1.1 

TABLE  5  "  CONSUMERS  *  PRICE  INDEXES  FOB  IS  CITIES* 
AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  TO  DECEMBER  15,  IS'48  FROM 

SPECIFIED  BATES,  37  CITIES _ _ 


! 

| 

Indexes,  1935 

-39  *  •: 

LOO 

Percent 

Change  to 

j- 

December  15,  1940 

from 

City 

1 

i 

Dec .  15j 

Dec .  3.5  [ 

J-me  3 

)  1  Aug.  15 

Dec.  15 i 

June  15 f  i 

Aug.  15 

* 

i 

1948 

—124:1  I. 

1946 

i  1939 

1947  ! 

1946 

1939 

AVERAGE 

i 

i 

171.4 

167.0 

133-3 

98.6 

2.6 

28.6 

73.8 

Baltimore,  Md. 

1 

3.74.0 

171.3 

135.6 

98.7 

1.6 

28.3 

76.3 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

1 

3  74.8 

173  •  8 

136.5 

98.5 

0.6 

28.1 

77.5 

Boston,  Maos. 

i 

{ 

164-7 

I60.4 

127.9 

97.1 

2.7 

28.8 

69.6 

Chicago,  Ill. 

1 

2 

1 

3.75.4 

170.1 

130.9 

98.7 

3.1 

34.0 

77.7 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

I 

172.2 

170.3 

132.2 

97.3 

l.l 

30.3 

77.0 

Detroit,  Mich. 

i 

172.8 

169.0 

136.4 

2.2 

26.7 

75.4 

Houston,  Texas 

j 

173.8 

169.3 

130.5 

100.7 

2.7 

33.2 

72 .6 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

i 

| 

176.2 

173.9 

3.38.4 

98.5 

1.3  • 

27.3 

78.9 

Los  Angeles,  Calif, 

! 

I 

172.7 

166,0 

136.1 

100.5 

4.0 

.26.9 

71.8 

Memphis,  Tenn. 

l 

j 

174.3 

173.5 

134.5 

97.8 

0.5 

29.6 

70. 2 

Minneapol in ,  Minn . 

s 

♦ 

170.8 

166.2 

129.4 

99-7 

2.8 

32.0- 

71.3 

Mobile,  Ala. 

J 

1 

173; 5-* 

170. 3 

132,9 

93.6 

1.9 

30.5 

76.0 

Nev  York,  N.  Y. 

1 

! 

169.2 

164.9 

135  -  8 

99.0 

2.6 

24.6 

70.9 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

i 

1 

170.6 

166.3 

132.5 

97.8 

2.6 

28.8 

74.4 

Pitts burgh,  Pa. 

1 

174. 9 

170,2 

134.7 

98.4 

2.0 

29.3 

77.7 

Portland,  Me, 

! 

1 

167.1 

162.0 

128.7 

97.1 

3*1 

29.8 

72.1 

St.  Lou4e,  Mo. 

1 

j 

171.1 

167.9 

131.2 

08.1 

1.9 

30.4 

74.4 

Sen  Francisco,  Calif 

U  ry  _  ry  ^  vr.  .  1 

j 

i 

176.7 

168.9 

137.3 

99.3 

4.6 

28.2 

77.9 

,  *  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3- 
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TABLE  6  -  AVERAGE  RETAIL  PRICES  <7?  POOD  IK  URGE  CITIES  COMBINED*, 

DECEMBER  V},  19U8 


— 


Food  and  Unit 

Dec.  15 
Average 

Food  and  Unit 

Dec.  16 
Average 

Cents 

Cents 

CEREALS  AND  BAKERY  PRODUCTS 
Cereals: 

jj  EGGS,  fresh,  doz# 

75.2 

Flour,  wheat,  $  lb. 

1*7.? 

FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 

Corn  flakes,  11  oz . 

16.8 

Fresh: 

Corn  meal,  lb# 

10#0  1 

Apples,  lb. 

12.6 

Rice,  lb* 

■19.2 

|  Bananas,  lb# 

16.3 

Rolled  cats,  20  oz* 

17.2 

Oranges,  size  200  doz* 

k3  »h 

Bale  cry  products: 

Beans,  green,  lb* 

■18,9 

Breae,  white,  lb* 

13  *9 

Cabbage,  lb# 

5.U 

Vanilla  cookies,  lb# 

1*5.0 

•  Carrot.?,  bunch 

.  .  9*9 

*. 

Lettuce,  head 

ili  •  1 

MEATS:  '  ...... 

Onions ,  lb « 

Beef: 

Potatoes,  15  lb. 

7k. 8 

Round  steak,  lb# 

88 .3 

Spinach,  lb. 

11.7 

Rib  roast,  lb* 

72.9 

Sweetpotatoes ,  lb. 

10. 3 

Chuck 'roast,  1b* 

62.1 

Canned: 

Hamburger,  lb* 

56.2 

Peaches,  # 2-1/2  can 

32  .4 

Veal: 

Pineapple,  ft 2-1/ 2  can 

39.6 

Cutlets,  lb* 

99.2 

Com,  ft'2  can 

.19.9 

Poi’k: 

Peas,  ft 2  can 

16.3 

Chops,  lb*  .  •  . 

67  ;h 

Tomatoes,  ft 2  can 

16.2 

Bacon,  sliced,  lb# 

7U.6 

Dried: 

Ham,  whole, ''lb* 

66*6 

Prunes,  lb# 

22*1 

Salt  pork,  lb* 

Lamb: 

ui*.  2 

Navy  beans,  lb* 

18,1 

Leg,  lb* 

■68.8 

BEVERAGES: 

Poultry: 

Coffee,  lb# 

52.1 

Roasting  chickens,  lb# 

62 .8 

Fish: 

FATS  AND  OILS: 

Salmon,  pink,  16  oz.  can 

61.1 

Lard,  lb* • 

Shortening,  hydrogenated,  lb. 

27.0 

1*2.0 

DAIRY  PRODUCTS: 

Salad,  dressing,  pt* 

39.4 

Butter,  lb* 

76.6 

Ole  omar  ga  rin e ,  lb  * 

38 .0 

Cheese,  lb* 

64  *2 

Milk.,  fresh  (delivered),  qt% 

22.6 

SUGAR  AND  SWEETS: 

Milk.,  fresh!  (grocery),  at. 
Miik,  evaporated,  I4-I/2  oz. 

21.3 
can  1U*8 

Sugar,  lb* 

9.3 

) 


*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 
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TABLE  7  -  RETAIL  FOOD  PRICE  INDEXES  FOR  3$  CITIES* 

AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  NOVEMBER  15  AND  SEPTEMBER  15,  1943 
TO  DECEMBER  15,  1-948,  BY  CITIES 


* 

Percent  Change  to 

Indexes  ( 19o5”39 

=*  100) 

Lee ember 

15,  1948  from 

City 

Dec .  15 

Nov .  15 

Sept .  15 

Nov .  15 

Sept .  15 

1948 

1.948 

1943 

1948 

1943 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

203-3 

205.9 

214.2 

-1.3 

-5.1 

Bridgeport,  Conn*  .  , 

201.0 

205.9 

212.7 

-2.4 

-5.5 

Bufialo,  N.  Y. 

200.0 

201.6 

210.1 

-0.8 

-4.8 

Butt-e,  Mont. 

205.7 

209.3 

214.5 

-1.7 

-4.1 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  l/ 

211.8 

214.4 

220.2 

,  -1.2 

-3.8 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

197.1 

1  198.9 

207.7 

-0.9 

-5.1 

*  • 
Cleveland,  Ohio 

213.0 

217.0 

225.6 

-1.8 

-5.6 

Columbus,  Ohio  . 

189.4 

193.1 

200.8 

-1.9 

-5.7 

Dallas ,  Texas 

208.2 

212.7 

217 1 3 

-2.1 

-4.2 

Denver,  Colo* 

211.0 

207.7 

210.5 

+1.6 

+0.2 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

200.4 

202.5 

211.6 

-1.0 

-5.3 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

204.8 

206.8 

216.0 

-1.0 

-5.2 

Jackson,  Miss,  l/ 

213.8 

212.7 

220.7 

+0.5 

“3.1 

Kansas  City,.  Mo. 

194.7 

198.5 

204 . 4 

.  -1.9 

“4.7 

Knoxville,  Tenn.  l/ 

233.9 

233.9 

241.6 

.  0 

-3.2 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

201.6 

202.4 

212.0 

-0,4 

-4.9 

Louisville,  Ky. 

196.6 

198.9 

207-2 

-1.2 

-5.1 

Manchester,  N.  H. 

203.6 

204.3 

215.5 

-0.6 

-5.5 

Milwaukee,  Wise. 

205.0 

207.5 

216.3  . 

-1.2 

-5.2 

Newark,  N .  J . 

201.2 

203.9 

211.1 

-1.-3 

-  -4.7 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

194.5 

199.6 

205.3 

-2.6 

”5.3 

New  Orleans,  La.. 

216.1 

218.0 

227.7 

-0.9 

-5.1 

Norfolk,  Va. 

209.8 

211.8 

220.2 

210.3 

;  i 

-0,9 

1  ”4.7 

Omaha,  Nebr. 

203.1 

205.6 

-1.2 

-3.4 

Peoria,  Ill. 

216.8 

218,0 

230'.  3 

-0.6 

“5-9 

Portland,  Oreg. 

223 . 5 

222.9 

231.4. 

+0.3 

”3.4 

Providence,  R.  I. 

209.2 

211.7 

223.8  1 

-1.2 

-6.5 

Richmond,  Va. 

201.5 

203.6 

214.1 

-1.0 

”5-9 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

196.5 

I96.7 

207.3 

-0.1 

-5.2 

St.  Paul,  Minn.  . 

192.1 

194.8 

203.1 

. 

-1.4 

.  • 

-5.4 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

209.8 

208.8 

.  .  1 

214.7  . i  +0.5 

222.4  !  +0.5 

213.2  I  -0.8 

221.0  S'  -0.7 

-2.3 

Savannah,  Ga. 

216.0 

215.0 

-2.9 

Scfanton,  Pa. 

201.1 

202.8 

.  “5.7 

Seattle,  Wash. 

211.8 

213.4 

-4.2 

Springfield,  Ill. 

214.4 

215.2 

226.4 

-0.4 

“5-3 

Washington,  D.  C. 

201.8 

203.5 

212.9 

-0.8 

-5.2 

Wichita,  Kans .  l/ 

220.4 

222.2 

223.0 

-0.8 

-1.2 

Winston-Salem,  N.  C.  l/ 

i 

206.6 

206.1 

215.6 

+0.2 

-4.2 

1/  June  19^0  =  100. 

*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3. 


Page  11 
December  19)48 


TABLE  8  -  INDEXES  OF  RETAIL  PRICES  OF  FUELS,  ELECTRICITY  AND  REFRIGERATION 

FOR  16  CITIES*- 

AND  PERCENT  CHANGES  FROM  NOVEMBER  15  AND  SEPTEMBER  15,  19)48 

TO  DECEMBER  15,  19)48,  3Y  CITIES 


City 


Atlanta,  Ga» 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Cleveland,  Ohio 
Denver,  Colo. 


Index  Dec .  I5,  lRAd 


( 1935-39 

-  100) 

Total 

Gas  & 
Elec. 

151.2 

83.3 

11(0.2 

96.0 

145.1 

105.6 

112  .1 

69.2 

jPercent  Change  to  Dec  1137  l^TJcT  from 


(November  1R,  19  48 


Total 


Gas  & 
Elec . 


September  lb,  19 Id 
Gas  & 
Elec , 


Total 


2.0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

f\ 

w 


0 


2.0 

0 

0.3 

-OJ4 


8.3 

0 

0 

0 


In  dian  ap  o  1  i  s ,  In  d . 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Man  ches te  r,  N .  H . 
Milwaukee,  Wise. 

New  Orleans,  La, 
Norfolk,  Va. 
Portland,  Oreg. 
Richmond,  Va. 


155.2 

129.0 

156.9 

1U5.8 

113.  h 
1  h9 .9 
130.6 
1)42 .1* 


86 .6 

66  •  5 


99.3 
..Oil.  5 


75.1 
102  .6 
95.6 
95.6 


0 

-0.1 

-0.8 

0 

0 

0 

0.9 

0 


0 

-0.3 

0.3 

0 

0 

0 

0  ^ 
0 


o.ll 

1.1 

0.8 

0.2 


0 

“0.3 

5.0 

0 


0J4 

l.ll 

1.0 

0.1 


0 

>4.9 

0.3 

0 


Savannah,  Ga. 
Scranton,  Pa. 
Seattle,  Wash. 
Washington,  D.  C. 


153  *u 
1)44.7 
126.  k 
137.5 


101.5 

-0.8 

0 

“1.5 

91.8 

0 

0 

0 

91.5 

-0  1 

J  •  -  1 

0 

1.3 

98.6 

-0.1  j 
1 

0 

0.1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


*  See  General  Explanation  on  page  3 


* 


